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T HE following addrefs was prepared and de-
livesed by Wirriam J. Hossy, Efz. in
St. Paul’s Church on the 4th of Fuly laft, at

the particular requeft of the Volunteer Artillery

and Light Infantry Companies of Augufta, and
was received wilh genera) applaufe, not only by
thofe companies, but by a very large and refpeéi-
From the peculiar fitnefs of
the addrefs to the prefent fituation of our coun-

able audience.

try, many perfons expreffed a wifh that it might
be publifbed, and a Commuttee of the Companies

requefled of Mr. Hobby a manufcript copy there-
of, which be politely furmfbed.

EDITOR.

Augufla, Aduguft, 1798.
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AN ORATION, %&%c.
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FR1ENDS AND Frrrow CiTizens,

E are affembled at this time to celebrate
our national birth day---to commemorate
the event which gave the United States an 1m-
portant rank among the nations of the earth, and
fecured to millions of people the bleflings of
freedom and independence. The defign of cele-
brating this anniverfary, is not to preferve national
animofities, or to revive national enmities; but
to unite us in fincere acknowledgments to the be-
nevolent Parent of Nature, for the fignal benefits
conferred on our country---to bring to grateful
remembrance, that our liberties are under Hea-
ven the effets of our own exertions---bought
with the blood of our fellow citizens : And by
this annual aflemblage, we, in a manner, mu-
tually agree to guard our facred rights, and ta-
citly pledge ourfelves to each other, thatalthough
we can recur in recolleétion to the time when
our independence commenced, we refolve zever

to fce the time when it fhall ceafc to exift.

It
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—Jdx would be-eref{pafling on your patience toat.

tempt a review of the various circumftances which
led to the emancipation of our country, or to
conjectures on the confequences which will pro-
bably-r¢fult thergfram; Byt 3. few curfory. re-
marks on paft events, concluding with fome ¢b-
fervations on prefent appearances, will, I truft,
be excufed by tkhe candid audience 1 have now
the honour to addrefs, and particularly fo, by
thofe refpectable volunteer companies, whofe

requeft impofed on me a tafk to which I feel my-
felf inadequate.

. THe American Revolution did not originate in
that reftlefs uneafinefs fo. natural to .the human
mind ; but refulred from virtuous exertions ex-
¢cited by rational reflections » When we difcovered
the gavernmeat to.which. .we had been accuflom-
ed, purfuing a fyftem of policy hoftile to our in-
terefts, and manifefting a determination to reduce
us to a ftate of vafialage inconfiftent with the dig-
mity of man: That.a vaft extenfive continent,
pofletling all the variettes of foi}l and -climate,
iould ‘be fubject to the controul.of an ifland, at
threethoufand miles diftance, appceared a politi-
cal abfurdity to every rational mind; and phio-
fophic.charadters were expedting, with confidence,
iie approach of she period, when'America thould
aflume the Ration dcftined for her by the God of
Nature: The unjult agareffions of Great-Brirain
heftencd her rife to glory ;- and a'decrec of parlia-
meni of thew nghtby law “‘tobind the Amciicansing
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7 ]
all cafes whatfoever,” gave occifien for the prac-
tical exercife of thofe priaciples which had before
been the fubject only of theoretical reafoning:
The flame of freedom was kindled in our land,
and tts mys darted with the rapidity. of the elec-
trical fluid, from one end of the continent to the
other---the found of liberty vibrated on every car
-—-thrilled through every heart, ahd the people
rofe, in a mighty mafs, determining to facrifice

their lives, or liberate their country from foreign
dominion. For well they knew---.

f “ That 'warzling VIRTUE Iffe 15 pain and WOoe,
o That ‘wanting LIBBRTY "CUEN-VIYiUe MOUTHS

& And tooks around for bappmeﬁ M Ve’

- THoSE venerable fagcs and fat~hcrs of the l:md
who compofed the American Congrefs in 1776,
on the 4th day of July declared the United States
free and independent; which declaration was re+
ceived with univerfal rejoicings by the-American
people, and refeunded with' loud fhouts and fex
de jois from the American-army: And a feven
years following war, ‘fucce{sfully fuftained agaiaft
the ftrenous exertions-of the moft powesful ma-
tion in kurope, confirmed: the . fincerity of the
declaration, -evinced the impeof{libility. of fubduiag
men who preferred death to {lavery—--and. in let-
ters of blooed recorded this important truth, that
the Americans have the will-and the capacity to

defend therr rights againftany foreignfoe whasever.

Prack being eftablithed, the A merican qeopls

on
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on reviewing their confederated {yftem which had
been adopted as it were on the fpur of the occa-
fion, found it incompleat, calculated only for a
time of general danger, and wholly infufficient to
preferve the dignity of the nation, and to fecure
the diverfified Interefts of an extenfive communi-
ty. This gave occafion to an event new in the
political world---a peaceful revolution in govern-
ment, fcarcely lefs furprifing than the violent one
which preceeded 1t. A delegation from the fe-
veral ftates convened at Philadelphia, and after
wife deliberation, ““inorder to form a more per-
“ felt union, eftablith juftice, enfure domeftic
‘“ tranquility, provide for the common defence,
“ promote the general welfare, and fecure the
“ bleflings of liberty to ourfelves and pofterity”
ordained and eftablifhed the Iederal Confti-
tution. To fee a whole people laying afide their
government from.a conviction of its infufficiency
to fecure the bleflings contemplated to refult from
the {oclal compact---returning as 1t were to a ftatc
of nature---and fuddenly adopting a new fyftem,
was a fingular difplay of national wifdom ; and
while mankind waited the 1ffue in filent {ufpence,
the new government was organized, and the great
and good man, who had led our troops 1n war,
was called on to take the helm in peace, and
guide our political barque to the haven of {afety
and happinefs. '

THus was the revolution compleated, and thus

the feal of permanency affixed toourindependence.
‘THESE
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Turse combined events have given to the U
nited States.a confpicuous ftation among the in+
dependent nations of the earth--and have opened
new fources of comfort to the benevolent heart;
they have alfo impofed on -us a lafting obligax
tien, to be ever ready, in imitation- of the dex
parted haroes of the revolution, to facrifice our
lives in defending therights, and in vindicating the
honour of our country; they have advanted'to
perfection the {cience of legiflation,: and inftructs
ed mankind in the principles of rational freedom.

. TyranNy fhall here never feaft on the bieod
of the 1nnocent, and ambition thall never fucceed
in any endecavours to trample on tne rights of the
people.

THE Sun of Reafon has arifen on our land and
difpelled the clouds which have heretofore ob-
fcured the mind of man---Rational toleration has.
liberated religion from the fhackles of fuperfii~
tion, and preferved in. 1its purity the worfhip of
God. Literature, -patronized by virtue, has ex-!
tended, and is extending its delightful inAuence =
Thearts and {ciences, plantedin the f{oil of free=
dom, flourith and grow with fingular luxuriancy =
And the architedts, the hiftorians, the poets, the
orators, and the legiflators of our country are pre-
paring to tran{cend the {plendid exhibitions of ge-
nius in the Eaftern World. Philofophy has efta~
blithed here her throne of wifdom, and with com-
placent countenance, fhe bids.the genius of liberty

. .a xB_r join
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join with truth and reafon, ia extending univer-
fal knowledge, and 1n advancing to perfection
the moral virtues: While the American Eagle,
with its new conftellation,  foaring on the wings
of commerce, eftablifhes a peaceful intercourfe

with .remote nations, and diffufes through our
country the productions of all the earth.

Grapry would we devote the prefent time to
eulogiums on the characters concerned in the
American revolution, and in anticipating the fu-
ture glory and happinefs of thefe ftates; but
fcenes, lefs pleafing, though not lefs important,
demand our attention, and. without afpiring at
elegance, permit. me to attend to faclts, as we
turn our attention to the prefent fituation of our
country in its rclation to foreign powers.

TuroucH the wifdom of her adminiftration,
America has preferved a neutral fituation during
the commotions which have for vears agitated the

. European World, and ftill: wifthes to preferve 1t
by an inflexible adherence to .exifting treaties,
and a due obfervance of the law of nations: And
though efforts have been made by the two prin-
cipal contending powers to draw her into the tu-
multuous vortex, fhe has undeviatingly attended
to the principles of juftice, and thewn no prefer-

ence, and given no afliftance to either, 1ncompa-

tible with firict neutrality ; and when injuries

committed by thofe powers created between

them and her a difference, the wifcly {ought
‘ . all -

L




T 11 }

an accommodation by pacific negociation. In
this, with Great-Britain, fhe was happtly fuccels-
ful ; but her pacific overtures to France have been
treated with contempt, and the evident defigns of
that nation, bid us prepare for a ftate of hoftilities
with them. '

THE time once was when the French nation
pofiefled our fincere friendfhip, our beft wifhes:
When their object appeared to be to eftablifh for
themfelves a government on the principles of rea-
fon-and natural juftice, we withed them fuccels ;
but when we f{ee them forcibly prefcribing go-
vernments for other nations, and wifhing to give
law to the world, weé cannot but pray for a check
to their mad carcer.

NarTrowns, with refpelt to their internal pelice,
are to each other what individuals are in a flate
of nature, totally independent, and at ltberty to
eftablifh fuch rules for their own regulation, as
their own wifdom fhall fuggeft, fo long as they
do not diiturb the quiet, nor intrude upon the
rigats of others. And as no individual has a
right to interfere in the perfonal or dometftic
ccncerns of another, fo no nation has a right to
interfere 1n, or prefcribe, the conftitutional regu-
lations of another; every nation having an inhe-
rent right to regulate its own- concerns, and to
eftablith its own government. If one nation
eftabli(hes a monarchical, and another a republi-
can form of government, they both exercife their

natural
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natural priviledoe, and neither is authorifed ta
cenfure or controul the other; eachbeing in this
refpe¢t fole and abfolute judge of the govern-
ment beft {uited to i1ts own condition, and at li-
berty to adopt it. And from the right of efta-
blifhing a government, neceflarily refulis the right
of altering it: Human nature 1s fubject to va-
rious viciflitudes, and the condition of man is fo
perpetually changing, that the moft perfect fyftem
to-day, may, from the mutability. of temporal
concerns, become 1mperfeét to-morrow, and, in
a fhort time, totally defective; and a power of
change muft therefore be referved, or the go-
vernment va:nly attempted to be founded on prin-
ciples of fuch pliability as to accommodate itfelf
to every variation. But government, when
formed, 1s intended for durability, and when
eftablifned, and during i1ts continuance, .ought to
be inflexibly adhered to, and energetically admi-
niftered :- Still there muft be a power 1 ¢ferved of
even laying 1t afide and adopting another ; other-
ways man at one time poflefles a right which at
another time he cannot enjoy. But the power

of change referved, by no means argues the pro-

priety of frequently exercifing it, and rational
men, and found politicians, will be extremely

cautious, how they attempt the dangerous expe-
riment of altering an eftablithed {yftem of go-
vernment, the good effets of which they expe-
rience; left by an over-readinefs to remedy ima-
ginary 1nconveniencies, they introduce ferious
cvils, and place it ia the power of the difcomw
tented
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Yented to introduce political fluctuation, where
- the utmoft ftability ought to obtain.

THue principles here fuggefted are, with others
equally 1important, preferved in full perfetion in
the Federal Conftitution, which 1s unqueitionably
the moft perfe¢t focial compalt the wifdom of
man has hitherto devifed. Moft of the govern-

~ments of the Old World are founded on conquett,
and to this day exhibit fome proofs of their vio-
Jent origin; our government founded 1n reafon,
and the free choice of the people, poflefles the
perfections, without the defects, of former efta-
blithments, and provides a conftitutional mode
of amendment when a change 1n our condition
{hall require an alteration.

Tris obvious right of nations, to farm their
own regulations, was acknowledged by.the French
-republic in the early period of their revolution,

when they decreed, with a {femblance of f{inceri-
.ty; that they would not interfere in the govern-
:ment of other nations, nor fufler other nations
to interfere in theirs: But this principle they
foon abandoned, and we now fec themm mani-
fefting defigns hoftile to the natural rights of all
mankind; their troops invading {urrounding na-
tions---plundering defencelefs cities---ranfacking
facred temples---levying unjuft contributions---
overturning {ocial compacts and. rabbing unof-
fending pcople under the vile pretext of giving,
©r enforcing upon them, a{rce gowernment ; that
15,
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fs, a.government free from all ingredicnts of
their own cheoice, and -fuch.only as thefe tyran<
nic /iberators pleafe to prefcribe. France has ex-
nbited the ftrange pohitical folicifm of republi-
can tyranny---a tyranny which fets p-rallel at
defiance, and makes defpotifin blufh for .its
former moderation. Turn your eyes to.the Eu-
ropean World and fee .the horrid defolation, the
fcenes of general diftrefs, the anarchy, confufion,
and unequalled fufterings of thofe countries, where
French troops have enforced the acceptance of
French politics, as well as thofe, where: the de-
fire of innovation has countenanced and admit-
ted French principles. Wherever -the troops of”
the direétory have marched . as foes, deftruction
‘and death have followed their courfe ; and where-
ver they have been received as friends, with the
fraternal embrace they~have introduced mifery
and ruin, .refembling the traitor Judas who be,
trayed the Holy Savieur with a kifs. :‘And not
content with the diabolical progrefs they have
qmade throughout Europe, they now turn their
attention to our country, and make .war upon
our rights: We now:fee them, regardlefs of their.
plighted faith, tranfgreffing the facred rules or
juftice---violating the laws of nations---capturing
our fhips---interrupting our commercial inters
courfe, and rejecting our minifters of peace:
Their repcated injuries and infults have been
borne with a moderation bordering upon 1mpro-
priety, and pacific meafures have been purfued
irom a wifh o avoid thofe evils, which warin 3

greater
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greater or lefs degree, 1s {ure to bring upon con-
tending nations. But our pacific overtures have
‘hot only been rejected and our minifters infulted,
but the fum of thirty millions of dollars 1s 1n fadk
required to be advanced----not as the price
of peace---of fecurity~-~of uninterrupted -liverty
or of French friendthip, but as the price of being
admitted to an audience with the dread diretory ;
to be told by them  what further infults we- muft
fubmit te ; v/hat further fums they will graciouf-
ly pleafe to demand.---Their ears are {hut te the
voice of juftice, and every {park of virtue appears
to be extinguithed in that deluded country : dn-
toxicated with {uccefs, they deem their tronps ir-
refiftable, and look forwarad to the day, when the
"independent nations of the earth {hall beccme tri-
butary to, or appendages of; the Teiridle Repucize.

THE dire¢tory charmed with human mifery,
elated with recent fuccefles, and decming them-
felves the arbiters of fate, are faft accelerating the
ruin of their own country---their banguet wall
hereafter be the confufion and diftrefs of theair
own cttizens-~~their mulic the tremendous groans
of an expiring republic: Already having pafled
their {plendid meridian, and abandoned the vir-
tue neceflary to their exiftence, they will fudden-
ly be involved in darknefs, and the hour unex-

pectedly approach, when France,: hike 1mpeu;11
Rome, fhall be left to ftalk with melancholy afpedd,

among the gnofis of perifthed naticns,

Tue United States unifcrmly adhering to the
principics
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principles of juftice, have in no inftance given te
France the leaft caufe for thofe violent abufes and
piratical depredations, which fhe has authorized
and committed ; but readily afforded her all the
afliftanceconfiftent with neutrality, and manifefted
for her a friendfhip from the commencement of
her revolution, till her infamous policy and incon~
fiftent conduct declared her, in unequivocal terms,
to be the enemy of the human race.  From the
commencement of their troubles have the French
eroverriment in one way and another endeavoured
to involve thefe ftates in kuropean commot:ons.
Do we not. all recolle¢t that a French minifter,
before he was received by our government, com-
miffioned privateers in our ports, and afterwards
attempted to raife troops in our country, afium-
1ng a diCtatorfhipoverour prefident, and upbraid-
ing him with infolent language, becaufe he had
conftrued a treaty different trom the conftruction
given to 1t by his own heated nmagination? The
long and interefting correfpondence which then
took place between the fecretary of ftate and Mr:
Genet, though it did not filence that hot-headed
character, faved the United States from the in
tended evil, and convinced the world of their dex
termination to difcharge their relative duties td
mankind, and their a4/fo/ute duties to themieclves.

. WHILE at that important period we view ouf
then great and beloved Preiident, the head and
reprefentative of a. freae people, we fee new trairs

of wif{dom cmbellifh his charater, and reiterated
-love
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Jove for his country, adorn and regulate his conw
duét---we fee him fteadily purfuing the good of
the Union, obferving faithfully exifting treaties,
fuomitting his conduct to the examination of his.
conftituents, ftill preferving his own refpectabi-
lity and the dignity of the nation. With fingular.
pleafure do we dwell on his character. Through
a long and an arduous war, he led our armies to
battle and to conqueft, and when peace extended
her olive wings, he was again called by his coun-.
try, to public life; and though he might fafely.
have rctired with a characer unfullied, and a re-
putation uacqualled, yet at the {olicitations of his.
fcllow citizens, he left his peaceful retirement.
and again embarked on the troublefome ocean of.
political life; where he exhibited the {ame bril-
liant talents, the fame difinterefted patriotifm,
which diftinguithed his former conduét: And
after feeing his country by his wife adminiftra-
tion rife with unprecedented rapidity to wealth
and greatnefs—-~poflefling the confidence of his:
fellow citizens and the admiration of the world,
he voluntarily retired, to enjoy in the evening of
his days, that domeftic peace, tranqutlicy and.
happinefs, which are the never failing attendants

on a life of virtue. While the Sun fhall continue.
with his beams to make glad the earth---While
freedom thall be dear to man, even till the *“ An<

gel fhall ftand, one foot upon the water and one.
on the land, and declare that time fhall be no
more,”’ fhall the name of WASHINGTON be
held in dear remembrance and his character cone

templated with gratitude and joy.
‘ C GENET’S
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G=neT’s fcheme, though defeated, was not
abandoned by the government he reprefented,
and rhe infidious policy which he purfued, has,
been uniformly continued to the prefent day, and
unwearied efforts have becen made to eftablifh a
difference between the American people and their
government; till finding their dark machinations
counteracted by the watchful vigilance of the fe-
deral executive, the unpr1nc1plcd diretory now
unveil their defigns, and not only acknowledge
their determination to fubdue this country, but
tell us, with infolent confidence, they have here
a large party, who will aid their nefarious purpo-
fes But tn this, I truft, they are deceived; the ci-
tizens of thefe ftates will not readily abandon the
government of their choice---a government which
fecures to them the full enjoyment of all their

richts, and affords to all, the equal benefit, and
equal protection of law,

In a country fo extenfive as ours, poflefling
fuch a diverfity of charater and intereft, itis not

aftonithing that there thould be found friends and
cnemies of many of the ordinary meafures of ad-
miniftration, and {uperficial foreigners may ima-

ogine the freedom of their political difcuffions
evidence a defire of change---But though there

may be found here as in all governments, per-

fons who do not in every inftance approve the
meafures of admuniftration, yet whenever the

queftion comes to be between the United States

and a foreign power, there will, I truft, be found
few enemies to our country, ~ Tue

& ..
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" Tue rage for experiments-=~the jealoufy of rulers,
the defire of adopting things new, becaufe they have
n:¢ been tried, was never before perhaps carried to
fuch an extravagant pitch as at the prefent day:
But it is prefumable e have not attained {uch a
keight of political folly as to defire to lay afide our
government, mcrely becaufe 1t is eflablifhed, and
to adopt in its ftead the vifionary whirns of fanatic
revolutionifts. Our government is the refult of the
concentrated wif{dom of our country, and approaches
{o near perfection, that there can be little doubt but
a change by confent, would be for the worfe---a
change by torce, would deftroy our frecdom.

Ir however there are any ftill wadded to revolu-
tionary principles, ftill diffatisfied with their go-
vernment, and difpofed to favour the afpiring views
of the French direltory, to them permit a few con-
cluding obfervations.

WEe, my friends, are all brothcrs—--members of
the fame political family, the head whereot 1s the go-
vernment, which, with parental care and afteCtionate
{clicitude, watches over our interefts, guards our
rights, and fecures to us the frec and uninterrupted
enjoyment of all our priviledges; and could cur
fituation ke bettered were a toreign foe to fucceed 1n
deftroying our family compact and in depriving
us of our family inheritance? Think you that
hoftile troops will, at the rifque of their lives,
crofs an extenfive ocean and 1nvade a neutral power,
for the purpofe of rewarding their friends, or of |
diffufing general happinefs * Can you live in focicty |
without covernment, and if you are diiplealed with

3
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& government of your own choice, founded on vir-
tue, will you be better fatisfied with a government
forced upon you by military power, and founded
on the deftruction of every moral principle? Be
not deccived by the friendly profeflions and preten-
fions of the agents of France, nor imagine the French
nation have your Intcrefts at heart. Difinterefted
friendfhip of nations is an imaginary phantom which
never yet had exiftence in falt; their own aggran-
dizement is the object of the directory of France, to
effe¢t which they would trample, as they do tram-
ple, on all laws humanand divine: And could the
man who would affift in their wicked defigns againft
this country, juftify his conduct to his fellow mszn

-—his conicience-—-or his God? On the one hand

we have every thing to loofe---on the othzr hand

nothing to gain. For were {uccefs to attend the

{chemes of the diretory again(t this country, could

they bring to us one additional blefling? Could they
liberate us from any thing but order, happinefs and
ljberty, could they. reward us with any thing but
confufion, diftrefs and flavery ?

ARE not our rulers, . from the higheft to the low-
eft, of our own choice, periodically elected, and
{ubject to all the regulations which they prefcribe?
Are they not our fathers——-brothers---friends and
fellow citizens; united with us in the fame caufe---
bound by the fame interefts and influenced by the
Jfame principles ? Is not our beloved Federal Head
the tried friend of his country? Was he not an early
advocate for, and an ative affiftant in eftablithing A-

merican liberty ? And together with the great talents
with
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with which the Benevolent Author of Nature hag
enducd him, has he not the acknowledged charac-
ter of an honeft man? Is 1t within the limits of
poflibility that the American adminiftration fhould
have interefts feparate from the American people?
Are not our government and our people the.{ame,
and would not the ruin of one prove the incvitable
deftruction of the othcr? To be diflatisfied then
with our government, is to be diflatisfied with our-

felves, and to be jealous of our rulers, is to queftion
our own 1ntegrity.

WHEN we fee the gloomy fcenes exhibited in the
Old World, and obferve the fpreading of princi-
ples which have fhaken to the foundation the go-
vernments of Europc-~-When we view the deftruc-
tive progrefs of the French abroad, and obferve
their deteftable policy at home---when we fee their
troops {preading defolation far and wide---city after
city falling a prey to their ambition, and town after
town pillaged for their avarice——when we fee unci-
tending nations fubdued and neutral powers deftroy -
ed---the temples of GGod overthrown---religion an:
moral -virtue trodden under foot: When we fee the
once flourifhing ftates of Holland undone-—Venice
blotted from the map of the world, partitioned out
and no longer a nation---Switzerland invaded and
1ts inhabitants cruelly maffacred—--Portugal offered
for fale, offered to be bartered with Spain for territo-
ries in the vicinity of the United States, and America.
threatened with chaftifement tor injuries-—not that
fhe has done, but for injuries received ; can we defire
an increale of the general calamity, and wifh toin-

troduce
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troduce deftru@ion into-the bofom of our country?
O Americans! Guard againft foreign influence, and
fet your faces againft principles which tend to de-
firoy every focial comfort; fhow a united attachment
to your government, difcover the firmnefs and ener-
gy manifefted by the executive of the United States,
and refclve to fupport the conftituted authorities of
your country ; then will the clouds which appear to
be gathering in your political horizon be difperfed,
or thould the -impending tempeft burft on your
fhore, it will fpend its rage in vain, and lcave you
as unhurt as the folid rock which has for ages refit-
ed the dathing of the waves.

Bur if a love of peace, of order, of /ndividual {c-
curity and happincfs, will not attach you to your
government, lct the love of your wives and your
children—-the folicitude you muft feel for the wel-
fair of the fair daughters of Columbia, warm and
animate you to aétive exertions for their {ecurity.”
What would be your fenfations, O hufbands! toice
your wives---what your refleltions, O fathcrs! to
fee your daughters---whnat your feclings, O brave
American youth! to fee your amiable and beloved
female companions, without whaole delighttful {o-
cicty life is not worth enduring, to fce them fubjelt-
cd to a forcign foe, pliced within the power of
thofe lawlefs hordes, who have reduced imquity to
fyftem, fan&tioned immorality, and openly denicd
the infiuence of religion ? May your readine(s to
protect them fhow you deferving of their fricndthip,
and may no enchanting fmile delight, and no fair
hand make happy the man who in the hour of dan-
cer will defert his countiy’s caule. 1
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In thefe fouthern ftates, my friends, we have not
only common inciternents to guard againil thofe

diforganizing principles which overturn focial com-
pacts, and introduce that impiety, immorality and

infidelity, which will eventually deftroy a people;
but our local fituation and circumftaaces may ren-
der us {ubjeét to a repetition of the horrid maffacres
of Fort Dauphin and the barbaritics of Cape Fran-
cois; and fhould thefe ever make their appearance
here, let not the man who has favoured or counte-
nanced the evil expecl to efcape the general calami-
ty. For, be afiured, fhould the noble fabric which
as been raifed by united exertions, founded on vir-
tue, and cemented by the blood of our country, be
overthrown by the fraud or the force of a foreign
foe, the man who has meanly aided the de{truction,
with him who has nobly opoofed, will alike be
buried in its ruins. But the ardour and military
{pirit difcoverable in all parts of the Union--the
pleaﬁng military appearance now bcfore our cyes,
inipire a firm and confident belief, that the wifdom
and bravery of the American pcot)le will forever
guard tihe rigats---viadicate the noaor, and dzfend
the government of their country; and fhould the
diretory of Krance, in purfuit of univer{al domi-
nion, attempt by force the liberties of thefe itates,
they will find hzre a virtuous phalanx fuccefsfully
refift every encrcacl:ment, whether impelled by an
individual defpot or a five headed tyrant: And I
doubt not but almoft every American bofom this
day, fecretly refolves, newer to abandon that inde-

pendence, the anmiverfary of which he rejoices te
celebrate,

) ' | Mavy
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May the Almighty Ruler of Heaven and Earth,
who holds tHe fcales of univerfal empire, and over-
rules the fate of nations, unite the hcarts of our ci-
tizens in an unfhaken attachment to the caufe and
the intereft of their country : And may the United
States forever remain unequalled in the virtue of
their rulers, the profperity and happinefs of their
citizens-—the fecurity and peace—the freedom and
independence of their government.




