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Friends and Felloow Citizens,

AM ONG the great events which have attrated the at-

tention of the world, and engaged the admiration of man-
kind, none in the exertions of human power ever perhaps
occured, more worthy of commemoration and general ap-
probation than the Revolution we are this day aflembled to
celebrate—a revolution which in the juftice of its commence-.
ment-—the moderation of its progrefs—the magnitude of
its obje@~—in its fuccefsful termination and the happy con-
fequences refulting from it, ftands unequalled in the dignifi-
ed tranfactions of men.

‘The various circumftances which led to the Independence
of our country—the caufes which called forth the energies
of the American characer, and haftened the growth of thefe
States to political confequence, have been fo often the fub-
je&s of converfation, and are fo familiar to the minds of this
refpe@able audience, that it would require more than com-
mon novelty and elegance of language to render a detail there-
of entertaining.— Without decending to minutenefs therefore
at the prefent time, we will barely obferve—That our ancef-
tors who feeking an afylum here, from the rod of oppreflion,
whofe induftry converted a defart into fruitful fields, and a
howling wildernefs into {miling gardens, were men of picty—
of pure morals and independent fpirits ; who next to their
religious duties impreflfed upon the minds of their children a
juft {fenfe of the rights of human nature, and an avertion to
tyranny, which prepared them as they grew up to take the
ftation of freemen in fociety, and enabled them to difcrimi-
nate with accuracy between the legal exercife of authority,
and the injuft encroachments of -arbitrary power. Taught
by precept and by example to revere the acknowledged laws
of the country, they rifgued their lives in their fupport as
the chief pillar of private fecurity : And believing a mutu-

al and general good to refult from a European connection,
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they were at all times ready to aid with their utmoft power
the caufe of that country from which they griginated, and
to whofe decrees théy had afually yielded voluntary obedience.
But when that country jealous of the growing greatnefs, and
the liberal fentiments 6f” 4 peoplé who éwed them no obliga-
tion, afflumed the haughty tone of the mafter, inftead of the
affeétionate voice of the parent or the mild language of the
friend, attempted to reducé to vaflalage rien born 1in the fail
of freedom and nurfed in the lap of independence, the geniug
of the weftern hemi{phers raifed his amiable form, looked
with complaicent countenance on the inhahitants of this. ex=
tenfive continent, and with a voice {weet and engaging—but
firm and determined proclaimed, that proteétion and allégi-
ance were terms of reciprocity—and that when proteétion
was dented allegiance ought to be withdrawn: 'Fhis {fenti-
ment was not loft by the people.te whom:it was addrefled-
they faw-that the government with which they zhen withed
to continue on terms of friendfhip was making continual env
croachments and endeavouring to deprive them of their moft.
valuable priviledes. The dcerning mind readily faw that
the impofition of taxes on us by a legiflature in- which we
were not reprefented—our own legiflative: bodies -reftridted
and frequently diffolved by foreign individual will-—the offi-
cers of our governments appointed—the tenures and falaries
of their offices eftablifhed by foreign authority—an army of
foreign mercenaries quartered upon us 1n times of peace—
and finally a legiflative declaration that the parliament of
Great Britain had a right by law to bind :the -Americans m
all cafes whatfoever, were meafures caleulated to reduce to
the flavery they merited thofe who wou!d fubmait to fuchp-
nominious conditions : But among fuch were not to be founu:

the inhabitants of this enlightened country.
-

The whole American family viewing with contempt the
plans formed for their fubjugation, and {purning the chains
prepared for binding them in perpetual bondage ; arofe as if.
umpelled by fupernatural influence almoft at the {fame inftant,
and with the commanding voice of the people declared thetr
rights and unitedly refolved to maintain them to the laft ex-
tremity. Sophiftry could not perfuade, nor .threats intimi-s
date theminto a compliance with meafures evidently calculated:
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to render thém the Tervants of aforeign mafter, and torob them
of the-unqueftiohable rights of men. Force was exerted
with as little fuccefs: Thofe who had duly confidered the
bleflings of Liberty, and deliberately tefolved to enjoy them,
were not to-be diverted fram their purpofe, by fingular dan-
gers of uncommon occurrences ;3 and from one end of the
continent ta the other the fentiment adopted was—that life
and liberty were infeperably conne&ed, that we would en-
joy or be deprived of both together, but that in no event
watld we refign the one without facrificing the other.

T'his refolution wasnot fuddenly adopted—and the battle of
Bunkers Hillafforded an early opportunity of proving 1its fince-
rity and influence. Thofe who were' engaged in the feven
years following war can recolle& better than language can
defcribe, not only the feelings by which they were perfonal-
ly 1nflaenced, but the fentiments which then appeared to ac-
tuate every American mind—the ardour evinced by almoft
every individual, to expofe himfelf to hardfhip—to toil and
to-death, for-the ferviceof his beloved country and the defence
of ‘his deareft rights. ‘Not only in the populous towns were
found armed citizens feelingly alive to their country’s wrongs
—butevery village poured forth its {oldiers—every farm pro-
duced its warriors—almoft every houfe could boaft a hero,
who - held. the prefervation of life a fecondary confidera-
tion.compared with their country’s good.  All fortuitous
differences .of. fituation was forgotten—and the merchant—
the mechanic, and the daily labourer; were egually ready to
riique their. lives in preferving thofe principles and rights in
which all are equally interefted; and the deftru&ion of ‘which
would reduce a4/ to equal wretchednefs. The man of learn-
ing forfook his ftudy, the venerable prieft was ready to lay
eficle his farcerdotal habitand affume the {word of vengeance
—the peaceful’ plowman to forfake his agrictltural purfuit
and’ fhoulder his mufket—to leave the pofleflions in whicK
he delighted, and the friends neareft his heart, to fecure and
defend thofe rights without the enjoyment of which, all other
pofleflions are of no avail. Neither the folicitude of the
partner of ‘his bofom dearer to him than life itfelf whofe af-
feCtionate tears moiftened his parting cheek—nor the hetplefs
condition of his tender offspring who with innocent prattle
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took 2 thoughtlefs farewell, could divert from his fteady pur=
‘pofe and determined refolution, the brave American who en-
tered the hoftile field with a pure heart, and who could ap-

‘to the god of nature for the juftice of the caufe in which

eengaged. From one end of this continent to the other
the fame general and individual refolutions obtained of fe-

curing to ourfelves and pofterity that liberty without which
life 1s but a cumbrous load—the fame determination of not
giving occafion to future generationsto fay, that the weaknefs

pufillanimity or cowardice of their anceftors, entailed u
‘them lafting flavery and mifery. '

¢

Our united exertions produced as might have been expe&-
ed the moft happy confequences—the nation by whom our
hiberty had been threatened acknowledged our Independence,
and America aflumed a confpicuous ftation in the political
{yftem of the univerfe, daily increafing in brilliancy till by the
organization and eftablithment of the Federal Conftitution,
it fhone with fuperior luftre and became a planet of prima-
ry magnitude. From that time to the prefent day have the
United States progrefled in confequence and increafed in
wealth, with a rapidity which baffles defcription, and has far
out ftriped the moft fanguine calculations.

- Wereany one after refle@ing on the many difficulties which
prefented themfelves to the Americans in the commencement
‘of their Revolution to enquire, how our liberties were pre-
ferved and that Independence fecured which we annually ce.
 Jebrate with fo much joy—the anfwer is obvious, and carries
with it an important leflon.—The nation fpoke with one
voice—the confederated ftates had the fame views—the peo-
ple were united. The wifdom of American councils—the

exertions of individuals—the bravery of the foldiery co-ope-
rated and were dire@ed to the fame obje@ : Confidence was

repofed in thofe fele@ted for their wifdom to adminifter the
public concerns, and few of thofe jealoufies exifted, of which

defigning men lay hold, to exite difcontent and promote difor-
der. I-fad we been a divided inftead of a united people, we

fhould not have had an-anniverfary.of Independence to cele-
brate—no privileges to enjoy—and no- other liberty thaa
that of obeying implicitly the commands of fome imperious




( 9 )

defpot, - From union therefore (under the benificent fmiles
of .the great author of nature) has refulted the ftation we now
occupy in the political world, and on the fame principle muft
and will depend our continual profperity or final degredation.
This truth obvious and incontrovertible ought by us to be
at all times ferioufly and religioufly believed—Dbut more par-
ticularly. fo at the prefent day when our very exiftence as a
nation is threatened by an infidious foreign power who hav-
ing admitted the maxim ¢ divide and conquer” into their
political creed, are endeavouring to introduce into this coun-
try all the evils. this villainous principle is capable of pro-
ducing.

In turning our attention to the fituation of aur country in
its foreign relations, it becomes a fubje& of congratulation
that thofe political conneétions with France from: which the
moft ferious evils were to be apprehended, are happily at an
end. On this fubjet it becomes our duty to mgke a few ob-
{ervations, and to notice fome of thofe circumftances which

cannot too.frequently be brought to the recollection of every
American mind. |

" 'When the conteft commenced which has of late years call-
ed forth the exertions of the belligerent powers of Europe,
juftice and policy required, that the United States thould
take a neutral fituation, and from that fituation the govern-
ment of .our country determined not to depart: But the ef-
forts of the French nation were in continual exercife to coun-
teract this determination and to induce us to make a common
cayfg with them. Naturally open and unfufpicious, and en-
thpfaftic admirers of rational liberty, the American citizens
difcovered an early prepofieflion in favour of the caufe in which
1hey imagined France to be engaged, and without reflecting
on the tendency of their proceedings, or looking to the rea’
objec of their purfuit, tﬁey_excufed their errors, pardoned
—nay juftified their crimes, and weakly and inconfiderately
celebrated their victories. Prefuming on the fentiments
which this copdu@ indicated, the French government refol-
ved to turn theym to her own benefit, and therefore difpatch-
cd to this country a minifter whofe diplomatic intrigue had
W but too fuccefsfully exerted in one of the little republics

.
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of Europe, to oppofe his talents and influente t6 the AR
tican adminiftration, and without regard to the will' of tHe
government to precipitate the people into a deffruive cothe
teft. No fooner was this minifter beélched forth in the city
of Charlefton than with an audacity which nothing but tie
thoughtleflnefs of the day could havé overlooked, he coni-
miflioned privateets to commiit fobberiés oh natioris with whom
we were at peace, and proceeded to raife and orgamize troops
for French expeditions. The Executive of the United States
whofe mind comprehended the dark defigns formed in the
gloomy recefles of corrupt hearts for our rttin; interpofed his
paternal authority, and by requiring a ftri& adherence to the
principles of neutrality, faved us from that deftru®ive whirl-
pool into which we were ruthing with impetuous rapidity.

Baffled in the outfet we find this pontiff of diforder, foon
after founding political clubs, and organizing Jacobinicul
focieties at the feat of government, commiffioning his difeis
ples to preach fedition throughout the United States and at-
tempting to ftamp on their infamy the.fanction of his go-
vernment, by the magical terms of, kberty, egualkity, fraternis
ty—words of facinating found, but which in the French vo-
cabulary remain without definite ideas annexed to them.w
EFrom him did we hear of our injuftice and ingratitiide to-
wardsg France, and in his infolence he evén proceeded to in--
finuate that to the difinterefied friendfbip of his nation ve owed
our liberty. Falfe as this idea was, by his pe7/uafve influence
it was affented to by fome of our citizéns, Wlié in theéir rea-
fonings on the fubje&@ deduced conclufions as falfe as the pro-
pofition on which they were founded. That we received af~
filtance from France during our revolutionary  war no one
denies—but few we hope are fo weak as té imagine this affift-
ance was difinterefted, or afforded merely with a view of
ferving us.  Between Great Britain and Frdnce there has for
ages fubfifted a national jealoufy, a deep rooted enmity which
never failed to difcover itfelf when opportunity offered.——
To check the power and humtle the pride oF Great Bri-
tain was always a primary obje® with F rancﬁpldd' tie fame
di‘hofition was amply reciprocated by the fofmer nation.—
When the American war commenced the eyes of all Euro
were turned to dhe mighty event, and wheén it had been

pe
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ang continugd &8 o convince the world .we were not to be
ubdued; Frange threw her weight into our fcale hoping
hereby to affit in humbling the pride of her antient rival,
ind at the canclufion of the conteft to attach us exciujively to
hemfelves, Even this they were cautious of doing *i!l the
-apture of Burgoyne and his army left the eventual fuccefs of
our cayfe no longer problematical. But fo far were they
from having qur good only in view, even at the treaty of
peace the French minifter would willingly have abandoned

our independence, had he been able to procure a relinquifh-
ment thereof on our part, and when thas ceuld not be ef-

fe@ed, the terms of accommodation propofed on the part
of PFrance, and a&ually acceded to by Do&or Franklin

were calculated to deprive us of the principle advantages we
pxpo&ed to derive from the conteft; and to render us depen-
dent on that nation, and thele terms would have been agreed
to, had not the intrigue of the French muinifter and the pli-
able difpofition of Dr. Fragklin been oppofed by the virtue
and uprightnefs of Mr. Jay—the integrity and unfhaken
firmnefs of Mr. Adams the now illuftrious Prefident of the

Luited States.

. But abfurd as the idea is, admitting the principle of di/-
interefednefs in its utmoft latitude, from whom was the af-
fiftance received, and to whom the debt of gratitude due?
No man will furely pretend that the prefent French nation or

a fingle individual in it, had any voice or influence in this

bufinefs. The then king of France had the power of mak-
ing war and peace—the abfolute controul of the whole force
of the nation; and had Ais policy fo diretted, the French

troops which came to this country would have oppofed, in-

ftead of aiding our caufe. Neither officers or foldiers had

any more voluntary agency tn this tranfa&ion than the fhips

tors were mere machines, the impelling principle was the

royal command, and the fpring which produced this com-
mand was felf intereft ;- I mention not this cafe as fingular,
it is like all other contraéts of nations—for we may reft af-
fured that in the whole fyftem of politics there never did exift
fuch a principle, as national difinterefted friendfhip—no na-

tion under the fun ever yet undertook to affift another in any

that tranfported them or the drums they followed-—the ac-

i, oy,
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political ftruggle without being influenced thereto by views
of its own ; but I barely mention it to fhew that the prefent
French government in charging us with ingratitude are not
founded in fa&—they never intended us any good——and
if they had, they were not in a fituation to have afforded it.
And to the monarch himfelf from whom the affiftance was
received, the gratitude due, 1s hke the gratitude which’ the
tender lamb owes to the man, who takes him from the fold,
guatds him from the wolf and fupplies him with theneceflaries
of life, that his carcafs may the fooner grace the butchers ftall,
or afford him a more delicious morfel. So much for this

debt of gratitude which has fo often been the text of politi-
cal abfurdities.

Mr. Genet having by his precipitancy difcovered the plos
of the piece he was acting, before all the performers were
pertectly inftruéted in the parts they were to play, was fol-
lowed by minifters more flow and cautious, but whofe a-
vowed obje& it was to bring the reprefentation to the fame
fatal cataftrophe, and to terminate the performance with a
deatn wound to our independence. Unceafing were the ef-
forts of the French minifters and agents to withdraw the
confilence of our citizens from the conftituted authorities of
their country, to create between our people and our govern-
ment a breach which time itfelf fhould not be able to clofe:
Not content with attempting to fupercede the E.xecutive au-
thority in commuffioning privateers and raifing troops contra-
“ry to law—they attempted to controul our eletions—to fe-
cure an influence in our public councils, and finally proceed-
ed with unparalleled effrontery to ditate to us the choice of
the chief magiftrate of the United States. Finding their
efforts ineffe@ual, and that the American people were not to
be deceived by hurried villainy, or. the artful hypocrify of
defigning knavery, they raife the curtain behind which they
had attempted to conceal their dark defigns, and proclaim to
the world their determination to obtain by force what fraud
could not effe@; or rather by uniting force with fraud, to fe-
cure if poflible, what neither was alone able to accomplifh.
Regardlefs therefore of the eternal principles of juftice, and
in violation of their own engagements they tranfgrefs the

laws of nations=-rob us of our property on the high feas—
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in fight of our own fhores capture our veflels—abufe, en-
flave, and murder our valuable citizens. Having rejeéted
with difdain a refpe@able envoy extraordinary—Three com-
miffioners {pecially delegated, and furnifhed with full powers
to hear and adjuct all caufes of difference between the Unit-
ed States and France, repair to Paris, where month after
month they are treated with infolence and contempt, and are
at length told, that the United States becoming tributary vaf-
fals, is a neceflary preliminary to their admififion to an audi-
ence—that further tribute will be required in the negotiation,
that the depredations on our commerce wi/l 1/l ¢ continued,
and that the amount of the captures zbey make muft be paid
by our government. Or in other words, that we muft pay
largely, very largely, for being told how much more will
certainly be demanded—and that thereto we muft add a fum
equal to the amount they are enabled to fteal. When thefe
propofitions are rejected with becoming dignity, and a {ug-
geftion made that the corruption of the nation would be com-
municated to our government, our Envoys are told in a fhile
of menace, thatthe French party here is too ftrong for their
reprefentations to gain belief. But little did citizen Talley-
rand underftand the American charaCter—the people of thefe
ftates had confidence in the men who reprefented them, their
ftatement has gained implicit belief, and the bafenefs and de-
pravity of the French government ftands incontrovertibly

eftablifhed.

The publication of the documents of the I'rench negoc:t-
ation produced the moft beneficial effects—the eyes of the
people were opened—all but thofe wilfully blind, or imme-
diately under French influence were convinced that the cup of
reconciliation was exhaufted—that inftead .of the humiliating
pofture we had obferved, our fecurity depended on the ener-
gy of our government, on our afluming the manly attitude
of independent men. The radience of truth difpelled the
mifts with which fraud and falfehood had attempted to ob-
fcure the public mind—the proceedings of the American
adminiftration received general approbation, and the impof-
ing voice of the people with national dignity pronounced a-

loud—"*¢ millions for defence—not a cent for tribute.”’
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I am far however from infinuating that .this fentimesg
though general is perfectly unanimous—unfortunately French
influence has founded a party here who totally reverfe the fen.
timent, and who by their condu&@ cry out millions for tri
bute but not a cent for defence—a party whofe exertions have
been continually directed to oppofe the intereft of our country
and the will of our government. Had this party convinced ug
of their attachment to the general good by long and uniform
exertions in the public fervice,—~did they evince the honefty
of their intentions by endeavouring to guard the people from
error, or by fetting an example of {fubmiflion and obedience
to the laws worthy of imitation, they would merit confide-
ration and refpect: But we find them in their declamatory
fpeeches and inflammatory writings, continually making
thofe diftintions between the government and the people-w-
between the adminiftration and the friends of liberty, from
which the moft deftru®ive confequences may refult. Not
confidering that by the very firft principles of republican go-
vernment the will of the majority muft rule, thefe exclufive
patriots are continually oppofing their individual, or party
views, to the general will of the nation exprefled by the ma-
jority of thofe, whom the free {uffragesof the people have
delegated to the legiflative body of the union. From them
do we hear the moft wife and conftitutional laws cenfured as
oppreflive—taxes neceflary for the fupport of government
reprefented as burthenfome, and a provifional army, and 2
navy eftablithment fo neceffary to our fecurity condemned as

dangerous and expenfive.

But thefe paragons of republican virtue can hear of tri-
bute demanded from our country—can fee our commercial
intercourfe interrupted, our citizens robbed, imprifoned and
abufed,—our country infulted in the perfons of our Envoys,
and our ftates threatened with invafion, without an emotion
of refentment or indignation.

Gladly we would have it in our power to fay, that a par-
ty fo abundantly prolific in inconfiftencies was made up
wholly of defigning foreigners and the moft ignorant of our
own citizens. But unfortunately incontrovertible faéts efta-

blifhed beyond poflibility of doubt, that amongft our citizens
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trien of talents and high in office belong to this difgraceful af-
focmtion ; and the views as well as the head of the party is
fafficiently defignated by the famous letter to Mazzei. What
American can read this letter with moderate feelings, what
friend to his country ean fee a man confpicuoufly elevated in
the legiflature of the union, deliberately reducing to writing
this:thameful fentiment, that ¢¢ we’> (himfelf and the party
ke reprefents) ¢¢ muft break the lilliputian ties by which they?*
a«{the government) ¢ have bound us, and arreft—the pro<
grefs of a fyftem of injuftice and ingratitude towards France”
=wthat ¢ we have againft us, (or rather that we are againft”)
the Executive power, the judicial authority, all the ofhcers
éf government” &c. The writer of this letter makes an
evident and intentional difference between the government

and the party of whom he fpeaks—in the latter of which b
the term we he includes himfelf and the petfon he was ad-

drefling, and infinuates that they muft and wsll arreft the
progrefs of the meafures of our government towards the
French republic. At the time of writing this letter, Mr.
Jefferfon was under folemn oath to fupport the conftitution
of the United States :—But this oath his heterogenious phi-
lofophy, and new fangled morality could confider a lillipt-
tian tie to his confcience, with which he could difpence with
the fame &afe that an ordinary man can lay afide a garment
that is irkfome to him. At this time too the Executive pow-
er was in the hands of a man dear to every American—in
the hands of the great, the good—the virtuous Wafthington,
towards whom this lettter writer behaved with unpardonable
duplicity; for while he was thus flandering his characer and

deliberately declaring himfelf his oppofer, he was perfonally
folicitous with him to continue in office.

- But what fte the means by which he propofes to arreft the
meafures of government ? not by any legal and conftitution-
al application for a repeal of laws deemed unneceflary, but
by endeavouring to render thofe laws unpopular—by mifre-
prefentations deceiving the people, and by laying hold of the
paffions of the multitude and leading them to infurretion and
civil war. The weftern counties of Pennfylvania can wit-
riefs how effeGtually they have been the miferable dupes of
this kind of policy. There under pretence of their being
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opprefled by one of the moft equal and equitable taxes eves
required from a free people—a tax the payment of which
would not have been felt, and no part of which many of
thofe citizens would have had to pay, .they were feduced in-
to an infurreétion, the fuppreflion of which has coft the
United States more money than the taxes of that whole di-
ftrict will probably amount to in one hundred years. -This
inftance added to the whifkey bufinefs a year or two patt,
fhows how effectual have been the exertions of men of ta-
lents to lead a deluded people to ruin; it exhibits too an
inconteftible proof, that in the weftern counties of Pennfyl-
vania, may be found more ignorance and fclly than in any.
other part of the United States.. In {uch neighbourhoods
the agents of France delight to work—not becaufe them-
- felves belong to this clafs, for they have ufually more wick-
ednefs than ignorance, are more deftitute of principle than

knowledge, but becaufe thofe who have not capacity to dif-.
cern their views are more eafily converted to their purpofes. -

~ The reafonings againft a naval armament, are ufually
founded on the expence of the meafure and the confequent
increafe of taxes, becaufe thefe objections applying direétly.
to the felfithnefs of individuals are apt to engage the atten-
tion of the weak and unreflecting—while the real objeétion
to a navy is kept out of view, which is, the fecurity it affords
. us, and the infuperable barrier it interpofes to the views of
France againft this country. However well calculated the
- fmooth fophiftry of artful politicians may be to miflead the
underftanding, we may reft affured that among all the mea-
fures of defence adopted by our government the naval efta-
blithment is the moft wifeandimportant. We all well know
that one of the natural boundaries of the United States is
the Atlantic ocean, from that quarter, an extenfve fea coaft,
and our moft important commercial cities are {ubject to vifi-
tation. ~However wife and juft the meafures of our govern-
ment may be, we are not to expect that wifdom and juftice
will always protet us againft the maratime nations of the
world, efpecially if we are known always to be unprepared
for refiftance. 'The agricultural interefts of our country 1is
promoted as our commerce is extended—but our commerce

cannot become, or continue extenfive, unlefs it he protected, -
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and the only queftion that arifes is whether we had better pro-

this burthen. If the produce of our country cannot be ex-
ported with fafety in American vefiels, the merchants, muft
refort to thofe fhips whofe cannon affords fecurity, and the
exports from the United States muft be principally made in
foreign bottoms ; while our fhips unarmed and unprotected
will become a kind of common property for the free booters
of all nations. Without a navy our coafts cannot be fecure

our commerce cannot flourith—our country cannot be-
come refpe@able. Did not the knowledge of our being
deftitute of naval force influence the direftory of France
- to authorife the feizure of our veffels >—did not the fame

knowledge fuggeft to the infamous and abandoned Paine,
the diabolical plan of fending privateers to the United
States to plunder, burn and deftroy our fea port towns,
that by individual diftrefs our government might be re-
volutionized ? And when we have an extenfive coaft ex-
pofed to this kind of devaftation—in a time of general dan-
Fer fhall we fit down, and with mercantile accuracy calcu-
ate the expence of defenfive meafures before we dare adopt
them ¢ Shall we doubt the propriety of contributing a fmall
portion of our incomes to preferve intire our remaining pof-
feflions ? Shall we be backward 1n affording our proportionate
aid to an eftablifhment neceffary to our exiftence? Or when
called on to determine whether we will refign or defend our
rights, fhall Americans hefitate in the choice of the alternative ?
God forbid. Happy would it have been for our country
had the naval eftablithment been made at an earlier period—
then our citizens would not have fuftained thofe immenfe
lofles for which they now vainly feek redrefs. °Tis an un-
deniable fa¢t that the American fhips of war, few as they
are had not been three months at fea, before they were the
immediate caufe of faving to our citizens more than the whole
expence of the armament: And it is equally undeniable that
the previous depredations on our commerce—the fums vio-
lently taken from our citizens, had becn in amount more than
{ufficientto have built, manned and equipt for fea, fifty fhips
of the line. But this immence tax impofed on our country
by France we hear excufed, nay fubmiffion toa continuance

of 1t, recommended by thofe, who violently declaim againft
C

te@ it ourfelves, or apply to a foreign power to relieve us of -
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the payment of the {mall fum which our own government
requires to terminate the degrading evil. A refleéion too
arifing from this fubje& not perhaps always made, is, that
the a&ual benefits derived from a navy, is not to be eftimat-
ed by calculating the proportion, between the lofles prevent-
ed and the expence of the armament; for the lofs and the ex-
pence however equal in amount are differently proportioned,
- and differently felt. The lofles by depredations on ourcom-
merce often terminate in the ruin of whole families, inreducing
many from affluence to poverty, and in checking the {pirit of
commercial enterprize—But were the amount of thofe lofles
drawn to the general treafury by public taxes, all parts of the
political body turnithing its juft proportion, no poflible incon-
venience could arife and the relazive fituations of men would be
perfeétly preferved. Sothat(for inftance) at the firft appearance
of thepolitical hydrophobia in France, had there been a general
contribution according to ability by all the Americancitizens,of
a fum adequate to the building the navy, I have mention-
ed, the inconvenience would have been nothing, compared
with the inconvenience we have fince f{uftained by French
villainy ; and in this cafe too, the property fo contributed
would have remained our own, and continued in our hands,
whereas it is now in pofleflion of our enemies, and to us loft
forever : and it matters not to whom the lofs in the firft in-
ftance is particularly injurious ; for fuch is the nice and admir-
able chain of conneétion between all the members of the fo-
cial body, fo intimately 1s the profperity of the whole, con-
neéed with the prefperity of each individual, and the wel-
fare of each individual fo abfolutely conne&ed with the wel-
fare of the whole, that no one family or citizen can be re-
duced to ruin without the whole community’s being in a
greater or lefs degree a fufferer.

18 )

But we are told of the danger of an army and a navy, as
though thefe eftablifhments were compofed of infernal furies
let loofe to prey upon fociety—L.et us enquire then who are
the perfons that man the navy and compofe the army—they
are our fathers—our brothers, our relations—or in one com-
prehenfive word, they are Americans; the friends of peace,
of order and good government—men attached to their country

from principle, and bound to it by the moft ¢ndearing ties,

w il
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And from fuch men are we to apprehend danger? To relolve
this queftion I need go no further than your own hearts, 1
appeal to you 1n your military capacity whether you forget
you are American citizens when you fhoulder a mufket? Iafk
of you whofe military appearance on this day creates fuch
pleafing fenfations, whether you could be prevailed on to turn
your arms againft the country which gave you birth—againft
the country in which you gain your daily fubfiftence—and
againft that liberty for which many of you have fought and
bled. Thofe who pretend to apprehend danger from this
fource, make not the diftin&ion between an army of foreign
mercenaries fent to inforce the will of a foreigpn power, and
a body of citizens enrolled for their own fecurity and the de-
fence of their own government. In the one cafe every thing
that 1s gained by the foldier is loft tothe citizen, and acquired
by the government imploying the army—in the other, the in-
tereft of the citizen, the foldier and the government is fo 1n-
timately conne&ed, that no political chemiftry can poffibly fe-
perate them—Here every American citizen 1s a foldier, the
government requires he thould be fo—and every foldier 1s a

citizen, one common caufe unites us, and one common country
1s our inheritance.

[n addition to the open oppofition to thofe defenfive mea- .
fures which common prudence rendered neceffary, the paft
year has produced an event far tranfcending all former bounds
of party infolence—I1 mean the unprecedented miflion of Dr.
Logan to France. This embafly which has been a fubject
of fome fpeculation in the United States, merits no notice,
only as an inftance of the lengths a party in our country would
go to accomplifh their purpofes. Dr. Logan ina publica-
tion, attempts to exonerate himfelf from the charge of being
miffionary, and to convince us that his going to krance was
for individual purpofes. But his vindication like {fome other
precious confeflions, eftablifhes the criminality of the perfon
it was intended to acquit. He infinuates that by his exer-
tions, the embargo on American veflels in France was taken
off, and many of our feamen releafed from prifon; whether
this be true or not, the Doétor ftandsequally culpable.  If the
ftatement be not true, ’tis evident, that (added to the crimi-

nality of the falfehood,) by a pretence of rendering this kind
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of fervice, thereal objef? ot the voyage was to be concealed:
But if the ftatement be true it operates ftill more againft
him. For ’tis well known that no individual even of ref-
peltability and confequence, could have had influence enough
in France, to haveobtained from thatnation an a& of cammen
juftice. The minifter of foreign relations and the dire¢tory,
who had refuled to liften to three dignified charaéers cloath-
ed with legal authority, were not to have their iniquities {uf-
pended for a fingle moment by the eloquence of a Dr. Logan,
an-individual of that nation whofe minifters they had juft re-
rejected—but when in this famous Door, they beheld the re
prefentative of the French party in America, and when they
read his friendly letters of introduiiion {ubftituted for official
credentials, they concluded that by liftening to him, an idea
‘might be impreffed on the minds of the American people,
that there were 1n the United States perfons more agreeable
to the great nation, than thofe the government had chofen
—and they fuppofed, that fuch was our wifh for peace, that
our confidence would be transferred from our government to
‘the party with whofe conditions they pretended a willingnefs
to comply. But happily their calculations were erroneous,
and the fpurious envoy has {funk into thé contempt he me-
rited. What! Shall the rights of the American people be
ufurped by an individual-—the order they have eftablithed
be inverted by a party ? fhall the right of making treaties
. wifely and exprefsly delegated to the Prefident and Senate
of the United States, be wrefted from them by a party to
whom no legal refponfibility 1s attached, and in whom no
confidenceis, or ought to be placed. Let it not be faid in
juftification that peace was the object—that might or might
not be—if it were, do we know the terms on which it was
to be obtained, and have we any fecurity that thefe terms
did not contain a furrender of our rights? Befides if an in-
dividual hasa right to interfere 1n diplomatic negociations to
procure peace, he has an equal right fo to interfere to pro-
mote war ; and in the cafe before us, the probability is that
under the fpecious pretence of obtaining peace, means were
to be devifed of profecuting war with effeét. The ftation
of this illegitimate negotiator, the time of his embaffy—the
foerfons who were his intimates Erevious to his departure, af-
t

rd ftrong grounds of belief that his objet was not of a
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pacific nature, nor forthe good of his country. .And ’tis %
certain fac that about the time of this infamous bufinefs and
while pacific overtures were thrown out to lull us into fecuri-
ty, arrangements were in a&ual preparation in the Weft In-
dies for an invafion of the fouthcrn ftates. It deferves no-
tice too that this unprecedented proceeding originated with,

and was fupported by that party, who are continually difturb-

ing the harmony of fociety by their difcordant vociferations
againft unconftitutional ufurpations.

Thofe who have obferved with but moderate attcntloh, the
condu@ of the French dire&ory for a few years palt cannot
but be convinged that they have formed a fyftematic plan for
revolutionizing or diforganizing all the governments of the
world, and for reducing them to their own defpotic {way—
they have declared war againft the religion of the gofpel—
—the principles of {ocial order—and the rights of man: and
we have only to extend our views acrofs the Atlantic to be
prefented with thofe fcenes which our country would certainly
exhibit, were we by liftering to their agents to beceme the
dupes of their intrigue. Turn then your attention and ob-
ferve but the progrefs of a French army in the European
world, fee before them terror and confufion—view behind
them rmfery and ruin—and on every fide behold deftruction
and defolation. See the focial,” the political, the religious,
and the moral fyftems of civilized nations dreadfully convul-
fed—the antient boundarles of peaceful nations, and the ter-
ritorial limits of independent ftates fwept away; fee com-
merce wholly fail—induftry ficken and die—the old and the
young—the rich and the poor involved 1n one common ca-
lamity, and defpotifm with haughty ftride, and indifcrimi-
nate in difference trampling on the liberties of mankind.—
The hiftory of their progrefs is a hiftory of a continued re-
petition of thofe crimes and ‘enormities which degrade and
dlfgrace human nature, and affimilate man to the diabolical
inhabitants of the infernal world. T'he rich they plunder of
their wealth—the poor they torture to obtain the difcovéry of
imaginary treafures, and punith with flavery and death any
nability to pay ftipulated requifitions. Departing from the
chara&er of men, they difcover no re{peét for that tender and

amiable fex, - without whofe lovely fociety life would not be
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defirable, and which few nations have heretofore been fo bar-
barous as to treat with indifference—but the aged matron and
the blooming daughter—the affeétionate wife and the tender
child, are compelled to fubmit to the moft villainous infults,
and to become the fubje@s of the moft brutaloutrages. They
neither reverence the aged or pity the infirm—neither refpeé
the virtuous or protect the young—but all ages, conditions
and fituations, are reduced to the miferable equality, of fuf-
fering equally the moft abominable indignities, and of hear-
ing a villainous foldiery exult in their diftrefs and laugh at their
calamity. And are thefe the bleflings of which we are de-
firous to participate? Is this an entertainment to which we
wifh to introduce the fair daughters of Columbia? Among
the admirers of thefe French delights there are doubtlefs fome
men of rationality and refle&tion, and of fuch permit me to
afk whether their choice has been influenced by reafonings
founded on experience or analogy. You have feen the pro-
grefs of the French armies in the European world—you have
feen the effe® which their principles accompanied by their
prefence has produced—you have feen the confequence of -
liftening to their profeffions and of giving heed to their agents,
you have fcen the faith due to their {olemn engagements and
the refult of trufting to their friendly pretentions—you have
feen focial compacts inverted and governments overturned;
and amongft all the nations where the diforganizing frenzy
has received countenance, or gamned admiffion, permit me
to afk, what ftate—what city, what town, what village (nay
I had almoft faid what habitation) has been benefited by the
chaotic change? Let the man difpofed to favour the evident
- views of France towards this country, point out to his fellow
© citizens the good that is to refult from the accomplifhment
| of his withes; and to render the attainment of this good
..' . probable, let him fhew its exiftence elfewhere. Orlet him
< point out the nation, town or diftrict that has not been in-
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jured by a connefion with the French republic. L.ook at
the people whofe libertics they pretended to refpeét—whom
they accoft in foft and foothing language, and fee what has
followed from their friendly profeflions. Can a fingle in-
ftance be produced where confidence placed in them has not
been abufed ?—a folitary cafe where a reliance on their engage-

ments has not made work for bitter repentance 2 And bitter
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would be our repentance were we to become the miferable
dupes of their wicked machinations. To deftroy our go-
vernment has long been the favourite obje@ of the French
Republic, and the various forms which Proteus like they
have exhibited, their perfuafionsand their menaces—their pre-
tended friendfhipand declared enmity, their open violence and
aflumed moderation—their former villainy and recent affec-
tation of juftice, are but different modes of accomplifhing
the fame end. Every effort for our ruin has been exerted
except an a@ual invafion, and that would have been attempt-
- ed, bad not the energy of our government, and the union of
our citizens evidenced in the manly addrefles from all parts of
the continent to the executive authority, induced an opinion
which an experiment would certainly have confirmed, thatan
invafion of this country would terminate in the deftruion of
the invaders. But they ftill believed if they could lull us 1n-
to fecurity, and procure a relaxation of defenfive operations,
that in an unguarded hour, and at an unexpeted quarter,
they might ruth upon us, like an overwhelming torrent, de-
luge our country in blood, and in one grave bury our liberty
and independence. But the cobweb veil was too thin to hide
the deformed features it was intended to conceal—without
relaxing the meafures of defence, the Prefident met their
pacific overtures, and thereby proclaimed to the world that
we were ready for peace, but were refolved not to be unpre-
pared for war. But we are not to imagine this circumlocuto-
ry propofition through Mr. Murray, for a renewal of nego-
ciations is an evidence of the with of the dire®ory of France
for peace—it was intended to check the meafures of govern-
ment and to deceive the people. What faith indeed ought
to be placed, what faith can be placed, in the profeflions of
a nation whofe conduét is uniformly iniquitous, and who de-
ny the very exiftence of thofe principles which ought to 1n-
{pire confidence ? In every nation may be found, the profli-
gate wretch —the profane atheift and the bold blafphemer,
whofe wickednefs is not circumfcribed by any bounds of mo-
deration—Dbut to France alone belongs the vile fingularity, the
dreadful difhonour, of* exhibiting an affemblage of infidels—
a nation who openly declare themfelves unincumbered by firft
principles or moral obligations, and who by legiflative decree
have foolifhly attempted to annihilate God himfelf. May
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ottt virtue preferve us frem ‘their abandoned hypocrify——theit
licentious depravity, and their grofs infidelity, -

The celebration of the birth day of our nation ought to be
confidered as a voluntary aflemblage of the fons of freedom,
to renew their political vows, and to reciprocate their mutu-
al engagements, to regard the rights, vindicate the honour,
and defend the liberties of their country : And thefe engage-
ments fo neceflary to our falvation, can no otherways be ful-
filled, than by co-operating in our individual ftations with
our ruless, in preferving unionand in promoting harmony and
order. - In vain do we celebrate the Independence of our
country if . we are indifferent to the means by which it is to
be preferved—in vain do we call to mind the manly {pirit of
feventy-fix, if inftead of imitation, cold commendation
be the only refult of our recolle@ion—in vain do we admire
the virtuous exertions of the departed heroes of the revolu-
tion, unlefs following their great example, we are ever ready
to devote our lives to the fervice of our country—in vain do
we acknowledge and gratefully rejoice in the happy effeéts of
the unron of our citizens and the wifdom of our public coun-
cils, if we encourage internal divifion and withhold our fup-
port from: the government of our choice.

v

Situated as we are, remote from the political concuflions
of the old world—poflefling a country abundantly produ&-
tive in the neceflaries, the conveniencies, and the luxuries of
life—blefled with a government wifely formed and uprightly
adminiftered—a government fecuring equally to every indi-
vidual of an extenfive community, an egua/ portion of the
advantages of the focial compact, we have no pofiible caufe
for difcontent, but uncommon occafion to return our grateful
acknowledgments to the parent of nature for the fingular
- bleflings we enjoy, and that our ¢ lot iscaft in this happy land.”®
‘But as the innocence and happinefs of our firft parents in
Paradife, induced the enemy of mankind to attempt by in-
trigue todraw them from their duty, and thereby to involve
them, and their pofterity in mifery; fo an infidious foreign
foe the common enemy of focial order, by fimilar artifice is
endeavouring to draw us from our duty, and to erect the mon-

fter anarchy on the ruins of our excellent conftitution. And

4
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fhall we my friends fo far difregard the bleflings of heaven—e
be fo ungrateful to the fathers of the revolution, and {o un-
mindful of our own fecurity, as to be feduced from the govern-
ment of ourcountry by the machinations of a nation, whofe
touch is poifon, and whofe embrace is death ? Shall we who
have overcome difficulties feemingly infurmountable, and
waded through feas of blood to eftablifh the Independence of
our country, now fee all our exertions rendered of no avail
—the ftandard of freedom thrown down, and the temple of
liberty deftroyed by the defolating hand of French fraternity 2°
While untted we have nothing to fear, but divided we ne-
ceflarily become fubje@ to all thofe evils which the reftlefs
paffions of ambitious and defigning men are capable of pro-
ducing, and an eafy prey to the violence of foreign foes.—
Individual liberty depends on the prefervation of national in-
dependence—and national independence is only to be prefer-
ved by union—by a firm co-operation of all the ftates in the
maintainance 4nd fupport of one government. The vifionary
theorift—the felf conceited diforganizer who expatiating on
local advantages, refources and wifdom, pretends that any
individual ftate 1s capacitated to preferve its liberty uncon-
ne@ed with the other ftates, advances a do&rine as falfe as
it is dangerous. No nation can preferve its liberty, or its
government unlefs it be able to prozef? itfelf ; and however
confequential ftate politicians may feel—no ftate in the union
can fingly prote& itfelf or preferve its peace. - Befides the in-
mity which would probably arife between neighbouring inde-
pendent fovereignties without any commmon tie, no ftate could
preferve peace with foreign nations—could oppofe a fufficient
barrier to foreign aggreflions.- No one ftate could poflibly
become {ufficiently formidable, to deftroy in the ambi-
tious all hopes of conqueft. The knowledge of this has
occafioned the unwearied exertions of the French dire@ory
to divide us—to create differencies between the ftate legifla-
tures and the legiflature of the union, that from the weaknefs
which would neceflarily attach to all parts fromdivifion, they
mught ufurp the. rights of the whole. In the confolidated
force of the union dire@ed by one will, and influenced by one
government, we remain fecure againft all the world. The
man then who attempts to difunite us, to create divifions be-

tween the ftate and federal governments, however platifiblc
' D.
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his arguments, however fan&ified his manners, or patriotic
his pretentions, 1s an enemy to the country and merits no
countenance ; and be him who he may, the probability is that
the time will arrive, when he will be found to be 1n the em-

ploy of a foreign nation.

And now my friends in conclufion, perthit me to aftk, where
ought our confidence to be placed, in thofe of whofe wifdom
and virtue we have had long experience, or in thofe whofe
condu is at perpetual war with every thing rational and
confiftent ? To determine this fhall we compare their diffe-
rent charadters ? As well may thofe vifcous exhalations which
rife in an impure atmofphere and amidft furrounding darknefs
emit a glimmering ray to lead the bewildered traveller to ru-
i, be compared to the brilliancy of the fun in meridian {plen-
dor: While the leading chara&ers of thofe oppofed to our
government, fhrink from the teft of inveftigation and fuffer
from f{crutiny, on the other fide fee human nature attain its
higheft degree of excellence and perfe@ion. See the digni-
fied Prefident of the United States iri whofe charaéter is unit-
ed the wifdom of the politician—the firmnefs of the hero,
and the virtue of the faint. Having early engaged to fecure
the Independence of his country his perfevering mind never
forfook the obje@ of his fond purfuit: at periods dark and
- gloomy—when ¢ clouds obfcured Columbia’s day,” and the
hopesof many were finking in defpair, in him was no ¢ varia-
blenefs or fhadow of turning ;>* but with a refolution infpiring
new confidence, he prefled forward, in the unalterable deter-
mination of fecuring the permanent hberty of his country.

Sce too the illuftrious Wafhington on whofe head refts the
benedi&ions of a grateful people—he who has fo often led
our armies to battle and to conqueft has again become our
commander in chief——in his commendation panegyric 1s ex-
‘haufted; and fame with her hundred tongues, having pro-
claimed his numerous virtuesto a liftening univerfe, difparin‘g
of doing juftice tohis amiable charaéter, bids us ¢¢ in exprei-
five filence mufe his praife” while upon his wonderful deeds

Juftice has placed the feal of immortality.

And does the man exift who can believe that thefe illuftri-
ous perfonages—=thefe fathers of the land (whofe heads the
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filent lapfe of time has filvered oer,) whofe lives have been
uniformly devoted to the fervice of their fellow men, and
who are now approaching that period when temporal prof-
peéts and earthly honours muft be to them forever clofed,
can now depart from that line of rectitude, from which
the prying eye of fufpicion has not been able to difco-
ver the minuteft deviation, and that they will now counte-
nance meafures calculated to injure thofe they have hereto-
fore endeavoured to ferve, to enflave thofe whofe freedom it
has been their conftant aim to fecure?

No my friends in their upright lives, in their love of their
country and belief in God, we have a fure pledge of their
righteous intentions. L.et us then lay afide all unreafonable
jealoufy——as we are members of one political family, let
us unite as a band of brothers, and contribute according to
our feveral abilities all 1n our power to the general good—Ilet
the government we have chofen be the government of our
fupport, and thofe who adminifter it, the objects of our con-
fidence, and the friends of our affe&tion. Let not the a-
theiftical philofophy of modern days, overturn our mo-
ral principles, or deftroy our belief in that religion on which
depends public and private happinefs; and let us give nocoun-
tenance to thofe diforganizing principles which firike at the
root of civil fociety, and aim a deadly blow at individual
peace and private fecurity. And may the great author of na-
ture, (the irrefiftable controller of human events) long conti-
nue to the United States his proteéting care—under his guar-
dianfhip may the bleflings of liberty, and the principles of
rational government be tranfmitted from generation to gene-
ration, and may the happinefs and profperity of our citizens,
the freedom and Independence of our country continue, till
time fhall be merged in inconceivable Eternity.
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