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ORATTION.

F'ROM the fieft fettlement of our
country, and before the idea of civil and religious
liberty had originated, it infpired our noble and
virtuous anceftors with principles of indepen-
dence ; it prompted them to undertake the great
and arduous work of emigration. Encouraged
by the idea of finding a NEw worLD in the Weft,
they hazarded their lives and property to obtain
1t ; to obtain a refidence, where they could enjoy,
unmolefted, law, liberty and religion.

PerSECUTED in their native country, they were
under the neceflity, either to renounce their re-
lighon and become fupporters of the eftablifhed
church, or abanden it. Reduced to this ftate,
America was the object of their withes. To ob-
tain a refidence there, was their ultimate object.
Accordingly, they emigrated from England, from
under a kingly government, to this then howling
wildernefs, inhabited by beafts of prey, and by
more {avage men ; to eftablifh fociety and govern-
ment ; to exercife rights and privileges deftined
them by the Gop of nature, uncontrolled by
Britifh faction or power. The hardfhips they had
to encounter, while crofling the Atlantic, and
after their arrival to this our native land, were of
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the motft diftrefling kind ; expofed not only to
the inclemency of the weather, but to moft of the
evils to which human nature is liable. It was
with difficulty they defended themfelves againit
the favage foe. It was with difficulty they ob-
tained a fettlement for themfelves and pofterity.
In fhort, their fituations were truly deplorable,
owing to the depredations made on their frontiers
by the favage fcalping-knife.

But, in pafling from what has been faid, we
thall proceed to notice fome of the events in
which our country were more immediate actors ;
and alfo to notice fome of the means of our fafety.

At a period when we were rapidly increaling
in wealth and population ; when our Indian wars,
in which we were almoft continually involved,
had in a great meafure abated ; and when the
profpects of peace and general tranquillity were
fenfibly realized, hoftilitiecs commenced,* which,
for a time, damped our profperity, and threatened
our country with ferious confequences.

Bur previous to the commencement of hoftili-
ties, the French and their Indian allies diftrefled
our frontiers, and moft inhumanly butchered its
inhabitants. To behold the favage and civilized
leading our countrymen to the {laughter-houfe of
punifhment, excited pity and a fpirit of refent-
ment, not only in the American colonies, but
throughout Great Britain. To put a period to
the barbarity of civilized and favage alliance, was
not only defirable, but a duty. To prevent future
depredations, and to fecure the life and property
of the individuzl unmolefted, the acquifition of

* Between the Eneli® and Freveh tticns in Canada,
g
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Canada, by conqueft, was reforted to. At that
period Great Britain and her American Colonies
were uniformly governed by the fame laws and
ftanding rules of political faith. They were gen-
erally united in fentiment, and {ought to promote
the general fafety and profperity. 'With one voice
they pronounced the ncceflity of vanquithing that
country, in order to the reftoration of general
tranquillity on our frontiers. Accordingly the
Colonies put themfelves in as defenfive a itate as
their relative fituation would permit. Although
remote from the parent country, they received
many neccflary war implements, which not only
gave {pring and ftability to the foldiery, but gen-
erally enforced the idea of their ability to defend
themfelves. The exigency of the times, however,
{foon demanded their prefence at the theatre of
war. They, ever ready to defend themielves and
their country, proceeded to the place of deftina-
tieri; and after a regular infpedtion and organiza.
tion of the army had pafled, and the probable
confequences of war and the modes of attack con-
fidered, we were beiter able to execute the pro-
pofed project * than at the commencement of
hofiilities.  Year after year, however, fucceflively
rolled avway, without any apparent advantage beteir
gained on cither fide.  Battles were fucceflively
fought, in which we were 2enerally victorious ;
but nothing decifive took place, till the furrender
of the itrongly fortiicd city of (riebec, by the
French ; on the taking of which hoftilitics ceafed.
Thus, by the joint co-operation of Great Britain
aud her American colonic., a period wis put 1o

Y The cor Y of Carads,
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that war, which iffued in eftablifiment of gencral
tranquillity on the continent.

But previous to the clofe of this war, a fufpi-
cion had arifen on the part of Britain, concerning
the rifing greatnefs of her Colonies. It was but
Jittle known, however, till the year 1765, when
the authors of it, to appearance deftitute of every
principle of juftice, played the part of tyrants. It
was at this period the memorable Stamp-Act firit
made its appearance. When this arbitrary, un-
conftitutional act was proclaimed throughout the
Colonies, 1t met with an oppofition hardly equalled
in ancient or modern times. A fpuit of refpect
for the parent State was generally cherifhed ; not-
withflanding they remonftrated in bold and point-
cd language againit fuch acts of injuftice, as were
about to be put in execution againit them.

Tue idea of a feparation was not cherifhed, {o
Jong as they could enjoy unmolefted their rights
and privileges. In earlier times, a dependence on
the parent State for protection, in cafe of an inva-
fion, was manifefted. A {enfe of their inability to
defend themfelves was clearly underftood : they
acknowledged it.  But Britain, pofleding corrupt
notions of civil liberty, brought up and nurtured
in the fchool of ariftocracy, thought light of the
principles of juftice and humanity. Loft to all
jenfe of feelipg for the welfare of her *brethren
in America,” fhe acted inconfiftent with rational
principles.

ParLraMeNT at that time awoke to a {enfe of
hier authority, and exercifed the iron rod of op-
preflion over her thuddering children.  Ur.zutho-
rized by the principles of juftice, fhe impofed bur-
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dens too heavy to be borne by thofe who hud
arrived to a ftate of manhood ; much more to
impofe it on thofe who, in a ftate of infancy, could
hardly fupport themfelves. A continual impofi-
tion of taxes was reforted to, the payment of which
would have eftablifhed a precedent, both tyrannical
and unconftituiional. To pay taxes for the fup-
port of a2 government in which we were not repre-
fented, was confidered as tyranny and political
robbery. However, they met with fuch fpirited
oppofition, Parliament repealed all of them, except
three pence per pound on #a. To fubject us to
the payment of this duty, and to carry their ty-
rannical plans into more complete operation, they
tranfported fucceflively large fleets and armies.

SucH was the ftate of alarm at that time, when
we, by repeatedly petitioning to his Majefty,*
found, the more we endeavoured to bring about a
reconciliation, the more oppreflive and inhuman
meafures were inflicted upon us. So, ample caufe
being given for us to renounce our allegiance, we
declared ourfelves a free, fovereign, and indepen-
dent nation.

Butr previous to the declaration of the fove.-
reignty and independence of the United States,
George Wafhington had been appointed to the
command of the continental army, by Congrefs.
Upon which appointment, the ftandard of Amer-
ican liberty was reared ; and to fupport it, thou.
fands of our moft vigorous and aédtive citizens
devoted themfelves to the fervice of their coun.
try : befides, a confiderable number of forces from
France were employed in our revolution, to obtain

* King George IV, ¢ Deferder of the Faith, ..
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our liberties, and fought as faithful foldiers, to the
benefit of our country.

To the honour of Frenchinen, then, be it re-
corded, that while war was declarcd againft us,
and amidft the ftruggles of our infant nation, they
contributed to our relief. Mutual love and un.
abating friendfhip toward the American people,
feemingly charadterized that nation. Among
thofe, however, who diftinguifhed themfelves in
the caufe of republican freedom, was the Marquis
la Fayette ; who, as a2 General, did honour to him-
felf, to his country, to mankind; and to whom,
in fome meafure, we owe the eftablithment of our
indzrendence.

AT that time we were allowed to form no po-
litical connexion with Great Britain, but to fight
11 our own defence and that of our country. To
behold us engaged in a war with that nation, was
aftonifhment : aftonithment was that ftate of the
{foul, in which moft of our countrymen were in-
volved. Unprepared and untutcred as we were,
almoft deftitute of war imnplements, we {faw fit to
make a {pirited oppofition, and, if pofiible, obtain
our independence.

Berorz the accomplithment of that happy peri-
od, Warren, Mercer and Montgomery fell victims
before the perfecuting hand of power, never more

to rife to avenge their country’s wrongs, and
whofe names will be handed with applaufe to

pofterity ; while a Wathington, with fuperior
qualifications, conducted with fteady firmnefs the
helm of war,

THousaNDs of lives were loft in the conteft to
obtain our liberties, and more on the fide of our
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oppreflors were {lain, while in the dithonourable
fervice of a king, queen and nobles.  But to their
mortification, they were oblived to withdraw their
forces from America, and acknowledge her frec-
dom and {overeignty.

Trus we obtained a complete victory, which
placed us in a fituation {uperior to any indepen-
dent nation, notwithitanding there were many
obftacles which undoubtedly prevented its {peedy
accomphiiliment.

‘THi forics were Initraments to impede our fuc-
cefs, and would, if poflible, have effected ou - over-
throw. They formed a chain of connexion from
one part of the continent to the other; the links
of which were lefs numerous in the fouthern than
in the New Lngland States.  They were bound in
joint confederacy with Britain, and ready to help
her to fuch things as they could obtain, to carry
on the war; which encouraged her to continue
hoftilities, and render us fubjects, if poflible, to
his Britannic Maielty.

Suctt were the ways devifed to conquer us ;
but in vain: we were unpelled by the beft of
motives, to maintain the princples of civil and
religious liberty. And confidering ourfelves in a
caufe lawful and right for us to defend, added
{tability to, and infpired a {pirit of perfeverance
in, the American councils.  And confidering with
what deliberation cur revolution was conducéted,
evinces a defign, that we were 1impelled by rational
motives, to maintain that liberty for which our
fathers emigrated.

W, however, amidit the fcenes of diforder and
commotion, amidit the clathing interefts of party,

B
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and amidft all oppofition, in a ftate of infancv, as
it relates to our experience in war difcipline, burft
the bands of oppreflion and tyranny, and eftablifhed
our INDEPENDENCE ;* and took rank with the
nations of the earth; which commenced an era
in the annals of hiftory, to be recorded in the -
catalogue of events.

Since which we behold the American people
in convention, forming conftitutions of civil gov.
ernment, for their common defence, as well as
rifing into a {tate of eminence, beyond a parallel ;
all the refult of that patriotifm, which deferves
the countenance, fupport and protection of a migh-
ty people.

To behold our country thus rifen to a ftate of
eminence, to behold her thus forming her own
conftitutiorns of civil government, will {trengthen
the idea of her ability to perform all moral and
political obligations. Without which, however,
and combiring the privileges of a people, there
can no equ::ity of national liberty exift.

To tranfmic, uniripaired, this equal liberty of
man, unembariafled by civil and religious feuds,
will require the «ttention of our fellow-citizens.
Legiflators alfo, with whom are entrufted the man-
agement of our public affairs, thould be men of
fidelity and principle. They fhould keep a jealous
eye to thofe who are unfriendly to ow reprefen-
tative {yltems of government; and they fhould
always conduct in fuch a manner as that the refult
of their joint co-operativns will not only prove an

* 'The Independence of the United States was generally acknowledged
by the nations of Europe antecedent 1o the relinquifhment of hoftilities;
bv: by Great Britain juft before the clofe of the year 1783,
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individual but a colle@tive benefit. By fo doing
they will be infirumental, under the wife admin.-
iftration of a Jefferfon, in perpetuating our liber-
ties and prefent profperity. On the contrary, if
a majority of them fhould lofe their accountabils
ity to the people ; if they thould prove regardlefs
of their own and others’ privileges, and appear
unconcerned for their future refpeétability ; if
they fhould condudt not from an opinion, founded
on the laws of general as well as {elf-prefervation ;
the exertions of the minority to preferve, unim-
paired, our religious, judicial and political eftab-
lifhments, would be vain; and the diffolution or
annihilation of them, in this cafe, would be ftriétly
applied to the majority.

IT becomes us then, fellow-citizens, to watch,
with a vigilant eye, thofe who are entrufted with
the management of our public concerns. By fo
doing, if we difcover in the adminiftration of our
rulers, any thing indicative of the eftablifhment of
tyranny, let us, upon fuch conviction, difplace
from office all fuch as are connected in confpiracies
of this kind, to bring their county into {ubjeétion
to their defpotic policy.

THis policy, originating with the ambitious, has
proved the death warrant of republics. And hif-
tory furnifhes evidence, where the meft ancient
States and kingdoms have become {ubfervient to,
and funk under, their all-crufhing power. Even
the States of mighty Greece and Rome, together
with their orators, ftatefmen and philofophers,

have become their prey, avd tumbled into ob-
{curity.
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Amrricans, (hall we then, having the liftor
of ages before us, be perfuaded to *rample on our
libertics, in the face and eyes of experience? Shall
we facrifice to prefent intereft «nd nerfonal ag-
grandizement, all thofe rights and privileses which
ftand connected with civil government ? &hall we
embark in the field of contention, and thereby lay
walte the happinefs and friendfhip of fociety, at
the expenfe of private gratification? No, let us
at according to the dictates of reafon, and ever
maintain a reciprocal regard for the welfare of
our country’s rights. Let us cherifh a refpect for
thofe in authority, fo long as they continue to
contribute to the public fafety and profperity.
Let us never fufler an amendment of the conftitu-
tion to be made, until our profperity requires it ;
and then let us proceed conftitutionally to obtain
it. The moment we proceed unconftitutionally,
in the difcharge of political duty, we are not only
eftablithing a bad precedent, but laying the foun-
dation of our national ruin. By fucceflively adopt-
ing unconftitutional meafures, we might not at firft
be apprized of the injury; but our march to ruin
would be inevitable. Let us then, if we with to
perpetuate our republican {yftems, never leflen our
attachment to the Federal Conftitution ; but let us
uniformly regard it, as the ark of our political and
religious fafety. Let us alfo maintain that liberty
our fathers fo valiantly won, with the ftaft of
juftice extended, as a fhield, as an armour of
defence,

Ir we fhould fail in this, and the means ufed on
the part of good and influential men, are ineflec-
tual to preferve a treafure of political worth, what
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fource of fecurity can be eftablifhed, that will per-
petuate thofe bleflings arifing from unimpaired
political union? Union of opinion, unfhackicd by
political clamour, 1s infinitely neceflary for the
fafety and profperity of a democratic governmennt ;
without it republics weuld totter on their founda-
tion, and the aid of the molft fkilful ftatefmen
would be in vain, to uphold them ; it is the main
piliar that {fupports a free government, as well ag
the moit popular bar to prevent the penetration
of an enemy into our towns, ci‘ies and frontiers.
Should the intelligence of the declaration of war
by Great Britain, againft the United States, arrive
to-day, and to-morrow the arrival of an army of
200,000 men from that nation thould fanétion the
report, would not the neceflity of union “ /fare .
“ full in the face?”” Would not every inhabitant
ot the American continent pronounce the infinite
neceffity of union in fuch an event? Would not
the neceflity of union be irrefiftibly forced upon
vs? Would not every individual, who is capable
of encountering the viciflitudes of war, honoura-
bly go ferth in defence of his country, and defend
it at the point of the bayoret ? Would not union
b> proclaimed among the foldicry, as neceflary for
their own and their country’s fafety 7 Would they
corlider themfelves, their property or their ccun-
try {ecure, while diffenfion and a multiplication of
evils pervaded their ranks? No; an anfwer in ihe
a{lirmative, would be perfectly groundlefs and con-
jectural.  ‘The neceflity then of union, in our mil-
itary as well as in our political councils, is evident.
Let us then, as members of the great peliticdd
family, as Independent Americans, uft our utmett
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endeavours to promote it : for it is as neceffary
to the prefervation of liberty, fociety and popular
government, as air to the human fpecies. With.
out this union, the ettablitbment, profperity and
permanency of a republican government would be
impoffible.

AwoTHER fource of our fafety, and equally cal-
culated to uphold our importance in the political
{cale, is education. Where a due attention is paid
to this, it infpires a people with lofty ideas of inde-
pendence ; their falfe notions of monarchy and ar-
iftocracy, inftead of degenerating into more tyran-
nical ones, vanifh. And as it gives difpatch to our
public official characters, the neceflity of a general
diffufion of it throughout our country will not be
doubted. We, then, as parts of the public fyftem,
ought to encourage youth in the {cience of litera-
ture ; which, fince the eftablifhment of our inde-
pendence, has flourifhed beyond that of any for-
mer period. Our colleges and academies have alfo
arifen into celebrity and importance. The poor
as well as the rich participate in the advantages
arifing from eflablithments of this kind. But
when we reflet upon the fuperior advantages of
the poor children of our country to thofe in the
kingdom of Great Britain, we are ftruck with the
countraft, and with they were equally as good as
our ¢wn. How many, under that government,
are debarred of the privilege of education ¢ How
many, {cattered over the different pares of the
globe, are immerfed in the gloom of ignorance,
while our own are enjoying all the privileges im-
aginable ? Inconceivable the number !
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To behold our country thus poflefled of the
means of information, and thofe means fait ap-
proaching to a ftate of perfeftion, will occafion no
inconfiderable degree of fatisfaction to all true
friends of our country ; for fociety, immeried in
ignorance, manifefts itfelf to be wholly incapable
of preferving the leaft veftige of freedom or right
political opinion,

Tre wifdom of ages alfo, has given currency to
the report, that mankind when in a {tate of igno-
rance, are as likely to fubvert the conititution
and laws, and more {0, than aid and protect them.
What then would be our fituation, thould men of
this ftamp hold the fcales of juftice in the Execu-
tive and Legiflative Departments of our coun-
try ? Would not infidelity, vice and every falfe
principle, however difhonourable to a republican
people, {pread with unabating rapidity ? Would
not the {cene appear as difhonourable to the caufe
of liberty and the rights of man, as the event
would prove deftruétive to a free people? 1f io,
the neceflity of having thofe of ability, integrity
and patriotifm, to legiflate in our State and Fed-
eral Legiflatures, is of infinite importance. If,
for inftance, the Prefident of the United States
thould be of this defcription, (ignorant and illit-
erate) could vyou, fellow-citizens, repofe that
confidence in him, which you {o evidently man-
ifeft? Should thofe in fubordinate authority be
of the farne defcription, could you think your-
felves well reprefented ; could you repofe your-
felves on your pillow, and think tlic adminiftra-
tion of your country to be fuci as would {ecure,
untarnithed, your rights and privileges? No,
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Awmerica with fuch an Ixecutive and Legiila-
tors would be like a fhip at fea, the captain and
hands of which in a ftate of ntoxication, mo-
mently liable to be devoured by the watry ele-
ment.  But thank Ieaven, this is not our cafe ;
at the helm of State is the illuftrious Jetlerfon,
whofe patriotifim and adminifiration cominands
applaufe and refpect from all at home and abroad.
The economy purfued by this diftinguifhed Statef-
man finice the commencement of his admimfitra-
tion, has enabled us to difcharge a confiderable
part of our national debt, and to regulate our
internal concerns in a manner highly honourable
to a republican people.  Our Legiflators, wife
and patriotic, will undoubtedly contribute to the
fafety and intereft of their conitituents; well
verfed in the art of political government, they
are capable of rendering innumerable fervices to
their country. But fhould they adopt mealures
which arc not calculated for our fafety as a peo-
ple, thicy would then violate the moft facr:d ties
of political duty; for the grand objeét of legifla-
tion is, to fecure general as well as perfonal
privileges and proteétion; whenever they fail in
“this, and become whelly actuated by felfith mo-
tives ; whenever they negleét a faithful difcharge
of political duty, by privately countenancing or
openly advecating that, which would increafe
their own and leflen the public intereft, our lib-
certies will be in danger, and government fubject
to change.

Irv a republican government, if thofe chofen to
legillate, prove themfelves unworthy of their del-
erited power, there is a noble alternative, the
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people have the right of ele&ing others, giving
them equal power. The farmer and mechanic
are placed on the fame equal political ftanding
with the moft wealthy of their fellow-men. In
point of privileges, they all fhare ¢qually. Tax
ation, which under different governments is car-
ried to the very firetch of arbitrary power, ope-
rates equally throughout the mafs of *he people.
No tyrannical laws are fuffered to tai.c place to
aggrandize a part, while the reft are reduced to a
flate of poverty an ! oppreflion. But :iie noble
and honourable maxim, that the people are qual-
ified to choofe their rulers, to frame laws, and to
do all aéts and things, which are neceflary for
the fupport of a free government, is by all true
Americans acknowledged. Freedom of fpeech is
the moft precious of privileges it difleminates,
through the medium of the prefs, a {pirit of lib-
erty or tyranny, which would otherwife remain
unknown. Unknown to but a few, and thofe
perhaps, ambitious of felf-aggrandizement, would
eftablith themfelves in power, not at their own,
but at their country’s expenfe ; to prevent which,
freedom of fpeech and of the prefs, are moft em.
inently calculated. A total facrifice of thefe,
would throw our country into a ruinous ftate,
into the arms of tyrants, whofe apparel, lined
with thorns, would prick us to the foul ; the
principal props in the edifice of republicanifn,
the ornaments of our country would be no more ;
a total banithment of every privilege connetted
with the fupport of our liberty and independence,
would be the confequent refult, and Columbia,
the laft refort or refidence of the rights of man,

C
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would, amidft the acclamation of tyrants, and
like the ancient republics, be buried in obfcurity.

But notwithftanding the fuperior privileges re-
fulting to the mafs of the people, from the eftab-
lithment of a democratic government, there are
thofe among us, who give a preference to the En.
glifr form, as the moft complete {yftem of gov-
ernment. In this government, the people, com-
paratively, have no more power in direéting the
meafures of government, than in an abfolute mon-
archy. They have the right of choofing their
Commoners, which conftitute the inferior branch
of the Parliament, or Court of England. This is
the only elective right the conftitution of that na-
tion will permit the people to exercife.

To commit the reins of government wholly
to the management of one man, in whom is velt-
ed the power of adopting and carrying into effect
laws, without the advice or conient of his fub-
jeéts, or any legiflative body, is facrificing all the
rights of freemen ; for if under fuch a govern-
ment, the Ruler is difpofed to inflit the moft fe-
vere punifhinent, having little or no foundation ;
if he is difpofed to make and execute laws, calcu-
lated to reveal the power of a tyrant ; or even, if
he is difpofed to inflit the fentence of death, by
exercife either of the gibbet or guillotine, no one
dares to oppofe the execution of his fentence, for
fear of involving himfelf in the fame fate. This
fear of arbitrary refentment reduces men to a
ftate truly deplorable ; it ferves to embarrafs their
underftanding, to deftroy the adtive principles of
men, and to hold them up in the capacity of ty-
rant and flave. Finally, fuch a government is
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deftructive to the rights and privileges of tbe pen-
ple, and 1s calculated only to uphold and aggran-
dize the family and favourites of him who ic veft-
ed with {fupreme national autherity. Let us then
crafe fuch unjuft and oppreflive {yftems of govern-
ment from the empire of our memcrials, and char-
ifh the idea of tranfmitting our republican fyftems
unimpaired to pofterity. Never let us adopt the
language of the followers of Hamilton.

“ 5HouLD the ancient governments of Greece
“ and Rome have continued untarnithed down
““to the prefent time, maintained their republican
“ forms of government, it would have prefented
‘ to us 1deas favourable towards thofe ancient in-
“ftitutions. We fhould then have felt willing to
‘“ have adopted them for our prefent form of gov-
‘ ernment ; but as thofe governments experienced
“a change, from republican to hereditary, we are
¢ fully of the opinion, that there is not religion,
“ wifdom, or money encugh, to enfure a tran{mit-
¢ tance of them in our own. Taking into confid-
“ eration alfo, the importance of the Englith Con-
¢ ftitution, we cannot hefitate to exprefs, it is the
¢ moft complete in the world.”

BuT, fellow-citizens, fhall a recollection of an-
cient events, ancient ignorance, ancient corrup-
tion cor licentioulnefs, put a period to our repub-
lican inftitutions, in this enlightened countrv ?
Shall the problem, that Colwmbia is capable of
maintaining her liberty and independence, be for-
ever folved or anfwered in the negative ! No; the
Janguage of three quarters of the American people
is decidedly in the affirmative. They feel them.
{clves bound by the ties of natural friendfhip,
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and regard they owe their country, never to
part with their liberty, or native birthright, until
He ¢ whofe right it is to reign, reigns univer.
¢ fally.”

To confider our military eftablithments as faft
approaching to a ftate of perfe&tion, no one
will deny. Let us then encourage the eftablith-
ment and organization of military {yflems, fo far
as will be confiftent with the fafety and intereft
of freemen. Never let thezs be {o trained and
eftablifhed, as to facrifice any other part of our
defence to fupport them. But let them be duly
organized, in fuch a ftate of military difcipline
and regulation, as will fecure our general and
individual fafety. Then will our militia, without
the aid of a ftanding army, be an ample mean of
defence, |

Burr if the United States thould manifeft a neg-
let of her privileges, and appear unconcerned
for her future refpectability; if fhe thould con-
fent to a feparation of the confederated States and
thereby unlink the chain that had heretofore con,
nected the American Republic, then would the
Republics of other nations be inftrumentai in
bringing about a war in our own, and by joining
one would complete the downfal of both. Our
rights and privileges alfo, obtained by the blood
and treafure of our anceftors, would, in this cafe,
be completely bartered away ; and all our hope-
ful profpeds of tranfmitting, unimpaired, the
liberties of America, achieved by the wifdom and

patriotifm of our fages and heroes, would be an-
nihilated.
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Youne REFUBLICANS,

WitHouT a particular addrefs to you, |
cannot feel willing to clofe the exercifes of the
day. Thirty-one years have fucceflively rollea
away fince the declaration of independence, pen.
ned by Jefferfon, and {ubfcribed by Hancock, was
formed and publifhed to the warld. During this
period America has eftablithed liberty and law ;
contributed not a little to thc exiinguilhment of
our national debt, and rofe into refpectability, be.
yond that of any other nation. This day, then,
which brings to recollection events worthy of re-
membrance, is a day of general rejoicing with all
true patriots. It leads them to prize the bleflings,
which arofe from the proceedings of that day, on
which this glorious inftrument was formed. It in-
{pires them with juft ideas of independence ; ideas,
which, {o long as memory holds her {eat, will not
be forgotten.

But notwithftanding the prefent profperous
and happy ftate oif our courntry, the time may
not be far diftant, when, by our inattention to
the right of fuffrage, and the intrigues of dema-
gogues, our liberties will vanifh at noon-day ; .and
when the difeafe, which originates from the latter,
being given by inoculation, will prove equally as
deftructive as when taken the natural way.

LeT us then guard againft the intrigue of the
demagogue, and refent every attempt, aimed at
the overthrow of our liberty. Never fuffer our-
fclves to countenance that, which would tend to
mar the peace and happinefs of our country. But
let us condudt in {fuch a manner, as to be inftru-
mental in perpetuating our national freedom,
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Lver keep in remembrance, and venerate the
names of thofe revolutionary patriots, Greene,
Gates and Lincoln, who were inftramental in
achieving 1t. And not forget that many of our
brave countrymen, whofe patriotifim and abilities
fthone with meridian {plendor, fell lifelefs on the
field of battle. Even Warren and Montgomery,
the voluntary defenders of our revolution, died
in the caufe of republican freedom. Their blood,
the pure blood of patriotifm, iffued in copious
ftreams, never to return to give life and activity
to thofe {fyftems from which it lowed. While a
Wathington, the faviour of our country,led forth
the armies of Columbia, not to obtain conquefts
for, or to aggrandize himfelf, but to fecure the
rights and privileges of his country ; to place the
whole on the fame equal political ftanding.

How many of different political fentiments from
this diftinguifhed character, have, by the force of
arms, put in jeopardy the liberties of a people ?
How many by their {fophiftry and art have led
aftray the foldiery; excited prejudices againft
covernment, and proncunced them{elves the moft
{kilful navigators of State ? Where is Bonaparte ?
View him in his military career, at the head of a
formidable army, fpreading war and devaftation in
his marches. On the other hand, view him ex.
alted to the higheft pinnacle of fame, as Emperor
of a powerful and numerous people. Compli.
mented with the title of Emperor, an inquiry
naturally arifes, how he obtained it. The anfwer
is, through the inftrumentality of a military force.
By this force he paved the way, on which he
could walk in fafety to the throne of France.
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And having eitablifhed his authority throughout
the neighboring nations, an internal regulation of
the army and government of that nation, was his
prime objeft. Regardlefs of his enemies, with
the fword in one hand, and the conftitution in the
other, he gives laws to France. How different
then is the character of Bonaparte from that of
the illuftrious Wathington. Wathington never
atted the part of a tyrant. While Commander
in Chief of the Continental Army, he not only {fe.
cured the confidence and efteem of his fellow-{ol-
diers, but liberated his country from European
oppreflion. Buoyed up by the rettitude of his
condudt, his enemies, inftead of tarnithing, polith-
ed his character. Called by his country to aid in
forming her conftitution of civil government, he
obeyed. In that great and important work, no
man was more eminently qualified. He was firft
among thofe who brought it to a {peedy and hon-
orable decifion. While Prefident of the United
States, his adminiftration commanded the applaufe
and approbation of his country. In this dignified
and elevated ftation he continued eight years;
when he refigned the office of Chief Magiftrate,
and returred to Mount Vernon, to {pend the re-
mainder of his days in repofe and retirement.

As a General, he 1s a moft finithed example for
you. As a Statefman, he is firft on the lift of pat-
riots. Imitate then, if poflible, both the military
and political principles of this great Hero and
Statefman. Show to the world, that you have
taken this diftinguifhed luminary for your guide
and dire¢tory. By thus countenancing the mil-
itary and political principles of the Father of




America, you will ncver lofe fight of his virtues ;
tut you will forever remain of the opinion,
that his precepts and examples, if faithfully cher-
ifhed, will beft perpetuate our civil and religious
privileges.

FeLrow-CiTizaNs, |

LeT us difinifs all our unpleafant prejudices,
and have recourfe to fuch means and meafures,
as will beft promote cur individual and colleétive
happinefs. Never let our prejudices fo far over.
power our reafon, as not to view impartially the
merits and good qualities of thofe in oppolition to
our particular tenets ; but let us unite in promot-
ing the general good; never {uffer any interna
commotion or unnatural jealoufy to be diflemi-
nated among us; never give loofe to thofe wild
paffions and prejudices, which are the refult of de-
ranged reafon ; but let us condué from the no-
ble icale of benevolence, and ever maintain a re-
ciprocal regard for the prefervation of our com-
mon country. By fo doing, party {pirit, which is
infirumental in bringing about the deftrution and
downfal of republics, will be done away. Then
will the principles of civil and religious liberty be
faithfully cherifhed, and receive the lafting fanc-
tion of every genuine American.
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