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| Worcesier, July 6, 1324,
CIR,

THE undersigned perform a service very grateful to their own feel-

tngs, when, as a Committee for that purpose, they present you the thanks
of the Citizens Who assembled at Sutton, on the 5th inst. to commemo-

rate the Birth-Day of the American Republic, for the appropriate and

cxcellent Address delivered on that occasion—and request a copy for the
press.

CALEB BURBANEK,
JONATIIAN GOIXNG,\ Commailtes.

DANIEL WALDO,
Rev. L. IvEs HoApLyY.

-

| Forcester, July 7, 1824.
GENTLEMEN,

THE Address of which you, as a Committee, request a copy, was
piot wrilten for the press and the eye of the reader, but only for the ear
of the audience¢, as 1 should deliver it. As it is requested, however, |
shall not refuse a copy—its 1imperfections notwithstanding. And, if it
shall prove the occasion of awakening any who may not have heard it
to a more becoming gratitude for our civil and religious privileges, and
to correspondent prayer and effort to meet the growing moral necessities
of our country, my object 1n preparing 1t will only be so much the more
accomplished.

I have the pleasure to be, Gentlemen,

Yours, &c, |
L, 1IVES HOADLY.
Gen. C. BunpAxk, 3 Gent,
Rev. Jona. GoINg, » of the

Hon. D. YALpo, Y Coem.



ADDRESS.

Friexps axp Ferrow-Cirizexs,

¥ conerarvraTe you on the return of this Anniver-
sary. It is the Anniversary of our nation’s glory : and while
the yeat has called away many to the great congregation of
the dead, we still live to celebrate again the Birth-Day of
our Independence. Let us enter on the Celebration with
devout adoralion, and with humble, hearty thanks to that all-
disposing Power who preserves ug, and rules in heaven as
on earth—who exalts to independence and glory, or siuks to
servitude and infamy, as he pleases, atl the naticns of ihe
earth—Dbefore whom they are but as a drop of the bucket, or
as the small dust of the balance—whe alone hath immortali-
ly, and who is God over all, blessed forevermore.

Taken in its antecedents and consequents, it is a great
cvent, Fellow-Citizens, which we meet to celcbrate—and
not only in its political bearing. It is the birth of a nation.
Our nation was joviully conceived, in the plantation of infant
colonies; and in the happy moment, many, no doubt, were
the bright anticipations of the mother country. But the
struggles of revolution were {o succeed ; and at length there
was the apprehension, and the sorrow, and the pain, and the
{ravail of birth. A nation grew up {from these colonies, and
was born among the kingdoms of the worid. And though the
unnaturai mother looked away, in dislike, and was ready to
destroy her offspring, the rest of LEurope looked on—with
wonder and astonishment indeed, but yet wilth pleasure, to
see our happy Republic rising along the western horizon,
where all was but a wilderness, and only a handful had been
planted a few years before—while her politicians and states-
men reached forth the hand of friendship and alliance, and
seemed rejoiced to receive us, and to enrol The United

Siates of Americe, as one among the nations of the earth.



4

More important still, is the event of our nation’s birth, in its
snoral bearing, 2s viewed in the counsels of heaven. Nothing
i< tortuitons. Known unto God are all his works and ways,
from the beginning ; and as the heavens are high above the
carth, so are his ways above man’s ways.

Thne great events of a nation’s glory are wont to be view-
ed, too often and by too many, only in their paliticel bearing.
Lut with God, we are war: anled to conceive they are viewed
it far other reldtmm. And how the throne of this or that
mounarch may be affected, ! do not know that he cares to re-

crard, except as it may affect the throne of the Redeemer’s
Lmﬂ'dom in the world, T'he moral bearing of events is the
or.e greal principle, we suppose, by which t;my are all esxti-
lmted in the mind of the Eternal.  And while, in this respect,
he regards every thing as of so much importance, that he ex-
tends his watchfulness and care and control unto it—while
not a sparrow falls to the ground without his notice, and he
observes the most obscure a< well as the most distinguished,
in human view—iwhile not the slivzhtest event takes pla(‘e, in
the history of an individual, without his dircction as to its
moral bcannn' on his kingdom and slovy,—how mighty, in im-
portance, must be, in this respect, the birth of a nation—a
nation, too, free and independent!  An individual is made to
e¢xerty in the providence of God, how wide, how lasting an
influence on the state of a family, a nation, perhaps the world!
And the influence then of a nation, and of a nation free and
independent, who can stretch himsell to measure it along the
history of the world '—who can expand his mind sufficiently
o take in all the extent of influence, and cast up the result
on the destinies oi the human race!

T'o come, then, {o the more particular subject to whicl 1
wouid invite your attention at present—%What shall we ~up-
pose may have been the design of Heaven, in leading to the
scitlement and establishment of our nition, as it is, free and
independent 7 VWhat, growing out of the enjoyment of our
(rec institutions and privileges, is our duty as a people 7 Aund
what shall we consider the prospect before us, accordingly
as we suitably discharge our obligations, or fuil in christian
character ?

Heaven had, doubtless, a design in planting and building up
our nation. Nor arc we to suppose that design any other,
as has been suggested, than morel. 'I'he great men of the
world, who ficure in the councils and armies ol the nations,
may view national events principally in a polttical way :
turning away their eye from the kingdom of our Lord, if they
choose to, they can regard them only as they aficct honour

and wealth and glory. But in the eye of Heaven things ap-
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pear differently; and the desizn of our establishment, as
viewed in the counsels of the Father, we may salely con-
clude, was the promotion of Jehovah’s ¢glory, in giving scope
to the salvation procured by the Scn.

T'he establishment of our nation grew out of relizious in-
tolerance and oppression; and one design of Hcaven in it,
was, doubitless, to afford a retreat for abused and injured god-
liness

The world had had its infancy ; and how well adapted to
the rude ideas which at first prevailed, were the ancient ser-
vices of the Jewish dispensation in relizion, and the ancient
habits and manners in civil life, every one must be sensible
on reflection.  All was suited to a state of very moderate cul-
tivation.  Where God enlichtened by his Spirit, as in Moses
and the prophets, it was different somewhat ; and Christiani-
{v seemed, at first, to fear no descent from the elevation where
Christ and his aposties and their immediate successors lelt it.
But the light of former times was partial, and the moruing
which at first shone out so fair and cloudless, was soon ob-
scured, in the third and fourth centuries and onward, by inter-
vening clouds, obstructing here and there the purer light,
titl, at length, almost 21l was lost in the dark ages of Popery
and ignorance.

However, the motto of God’s providence has been ever
onward. Childhood, vouth and manb~od are ever destined
to succeed infancy ; and so with the world, it was yet ad-
vancing.  The obluseness and want 0! delicate refinement in
carly ages passed away ; nor could the reign of 'apal haugh-
tiness and feudal lordship, hvld unbroken sway. Light, liber-
ty and rehnement were advancing.  Already they had some
time broken on the world, in the event of the Reformation,
when the oppression and yet half-remaining Papal spirit of
the age forced the fathers of our country to violate their con-
ccicnce in the sight of God, or flee for their lives to this then
desert wild.  Sell their consciences, as honest men, they
could not : of course, they left their country ; and few, at first,
were those who cime {rom any other than religrous consid-
erations.  Under influence of these, they came, aud found
here an asylum.  God had mercifully prov Wed for thiem ;
and this, no doubt, was one design of his providence in the
origin of our country.

‘But more—judging from the past, and in view of it, from
what may reasonably be expc('lui in the futurey may it not
Lave been further designed in our establishinent, that we
should be for an example o other 1mtun1--——--|wlhnlr-- I may

say to the world—in giving the lead, in civil and re lw-nu-
liberty, in the ﬂupport and cenjovment of our free institus
tions ?
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Consider our origin. We commenced with uncommon
prozpects.  We were mature, 1 had almost said, as soon as
we were born; yea, before we were horn as a nation. We
have read of other nations, how, though uncultivated, the
liberal gifts of nature yet made some rude son of her produc-
tion a chieftain among his feilows, who, in admiration and in
dread of his valour and power, gathered around him and
{formed a clan, which at lengih became a nation.  So it was
with most of the ancient, and so it has been with not a few
modern nations. The British nationy, powerlul and enlight-
c¢ned and rehined as it is, grew out of a rude mass made up
of the invaders and the descendants of invaders from the Ro-
maus, and Dancs, and Saxons, and Normanz. The sceptre
of power was shifted from hand to hand continually, and cen-
turics passed away before any national character was estaba-
lished or formed.

But such was not the origin of our couniry. If, as to num-
bers and power, it had an infancy like other nations; unlike
all other nalions, it has known no infancy in moral and relig-
ious and literary character. QOur nation sprung to life, at
first, in full maturity in these respects.  Other nations have
crept out from the darkness and hali~formed features of rudest
ages ; but, standing on the shoulders of their fathers, the an-
cestors of our country stepped across the Atlantic, and com-
menced the New World at the very point of the Old World's
highest elevation : nor do all the annals of colonizalion and
nation:d origin afford a parallel.

The first ancestors of our nation were the most nobley lib-
cral-minded and enlightened men of their age. lence our
course in politics and religion, in jurisprudence, in literature,
and in the artz, has been without a precedent and without a
parallel.  So that now, even the dislike of the mother coun-
try is wearing fast away, and the great men of her literature
and power are beginning to compliment our country, and to
feel proud of our mutual relation, where, till lately, so many
have been accustomed o vituperate and slander. Our light,
as reflected back across the ocean, they begin to acknowl-
cdee; and the influence of our government and free institu-
tions is already felt throughout Furope. as exhibiting an ex-
ample, an enviable elevation in national happiness, which,
amid thrones crumbling here and rising there, they sigh for,
indeed, but whichy with the oppression of their Crowns, and
Lordships, and Bishoprics, and Papal Sces, they can never
attaing and must sigh for in vain. Lhe voice of .our Chief
Magistrate, in his last message to Congress, and the voice of
otliers, no less clear and shrilly has been heard, and it will be
«till further heard acress the Atlantic; and many a rising of
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dislike and many a pang of dread has it caused, no doubt, in
the breast of Koyal Monarchy and Imperial Despotisin—while
a thousand acclunations, for so promising @ report from the
temple of Liberty, and as many <«ighs, that they too might cn-
joy her, as we do, have burst {mth, .-_md murmured alunn' a-
mong the more enlichtened of the commonalty, from cuy 1o
c1ty, and hamlet to hamict. And how much stronger the
pulse of frecedom is yet to heat, through our example, we do
not know-—only we hnpe., that, though the turmoil and confu-
sion to be expecled in the lenfr& must be areat, the spirit
of freedom will still be more and more diffused, till the pure
clements ot liberty and christian uprighiness chall at length
come forth, to constitute a national happiness as yet unknown
in continental Europe and the rest of the Eastern world. On
our own continent, our necighbours in South-America have
looked with encouragement to our example; and Greece,
too, from the old world, has sent out her cry and call for sym-
pathy : for there was something in our case which reported
that we could feel—something, that bid them hope that they
too might succeed as we have done. I other things we are
not behind, considering our age : but in civil and rclizious
liberty, we are in truth a spectacle ¢ unto the world, and to
angels, and to men.”  And one design it may have been in the
counsels of the Ilternal, that we should be so.

A spirit, not of 1mpr0vement merely, but of innovation and
licentiousness of religious and political sentiment, was perhaps
to be expected, as IGEU“IH%‘ almost necessarily from our fallen
nature, leit to all the liberty of our free institutions. And
possibly here opens another design of Providence in eumbllf-l'-
ing us, namely, that he might show, how that.after all, ¢ive
naliou what you will of civil and religious treedom, it must
yet look to the love of God, and the pure, spiritual influence of
Christianity, for its continuance, ils lmppmess, and its glory.

T'he institutions of our counfry, tzken in all the varying
circumstances of enterprize and excitement, with which our
citizens are surrounded, open a vast ficld for the development
of intellectual and moral character. In the general diifusion
of knowledge through society, I suppose we stand acknowl-
cdeed without a rival among the nations of the world. Sec-
tions of LLurope may be enlightened, and she may boast her
prodigies in learning, here and there ; but nowhere do we find
a nation, through the mass of whose common people, there i3
floating so much of intelligence and intellectual elevation.

Hel‘e, thorelore, as would seem, 1t is given to men again
to try, though in a somewhat different way than fmnwxlv
how by wisdom we know not God. The friends of Liberty
and religious truth are concerned not merely with civil au-
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thorily and power : they have their struggle rather in the
collizion of intellect and moral feeling.  "I'hie common mind
of the communily is too much fed with knowledge, and is by
for too wakeful and active, in this country, to be handled by
mere physical force. Ilere, a single ltord or baron is not to
control his vassals merely by taking advantage of their igno-
rance, and giving out his mandates in a style of high suprems-
acy. Ncither are all, from Dan to Deershebay to shrink
away and hide, or ounly pcep out, through fear of some Popish
threat or interdiction. T'oo much intelligence is abroad:
there is too much enterprize of spirit—too strong a love of
independence aml freedom, from having tasted them, ever to
snbmit to o0 blind « domination.  'I'he contest between {ree-
dom and vassalage in politics, and likewise that betwecen
truth and error in religion, is noty with us, to depend on the
strength of legiclative enactment. the weight of authority,
and the coercion of physical force.  'I'hece may trammel and
cmbarrass 3 but the elements in motion are too elastic and
subtie {or these to control.  T'he contest is more like Milton’s
war among the angels ¢ it is too eleviated to be touched by
these things @ it is a struggle of principle and moral feeling,
and lies hetween mind and mind, and heart and heart, through
all our vast and growing Republic.  And here,y as | said,
may be found one desion of Providence to show, that give a
miion any thing and every thing in other respects, it yet
must look to the love of God in the cornmunity, and to the
pure spiritnal influence of Christianity, for is “101_), its hap-
piness, and even its continuance.

What is here aliuded to might seem to be rather a draw-
back on our prospects.  Buat notwithstanding this and another
thine to be yel lmmul, we may trace the design of Heaven
~{ill farther, perhaps, in the part we are destined to act in the
coming ﬂ'IGdl moral renovation of our world.

We have glanced at the struggle given rise to, by what of
licentiousness of csentiment rmv'ht be expected, perhaps, in
our free institutions.  And there i=, indeed, the drawback of
crror,y in our reiigion, more orv less, and in various forms—
some, and in some places, of philosophic simplicity and high
assumption {or truth and puritv—othersy and in other places,
of equal assumption, perhaps, but of wild fanaticism, or jure
divino domination, verging back® most filially to mother
church in Papacy. In politics, too, there may he more or
tess ot licentiousness and party ft-('lm in departing, I'ederal-
ly or Democraticslly, {from the tsm:]:lzci(y of the good old

¥ A proposition has been lately made, in the British Parliament, for a
union of the Church of England with the Catholic Church of Ireland:
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spirit of 70.~Pcrhape, however, something of this is necas-.
sary in keeping alive the public mind.

. But there is another thing which I was {o name, which
God has been pleased to introduce and perpetuate in our
country—nperhaps the more to humble us only, that we may
be exalted, which in the general and increasing flow of phi-
lanthropy and christian benevolence we may hope i3 the
case, while our agency required, shall ullmmt(.ly make us
instrumental of ¢iving the our-p{,l o an important quarter of
the globe,.and prove he crowning work of Heaven, in plant-
ing usy, and of ournation’s glory, in her consummation. I re-
for (o the cvil of Stavery, and to the remedy of it in the ac-
omplishiment of the general object of the Colonization Soci-
elv.  And as this subjcet has been publickly recommended
for comsidevation on this day, [ may be cxpected here to say
a word on Slavery in gencraly while I pass to speuk of the
duties and prospects ot onr nation.

Slavery is ceriainly a great evily a monzlrons ontrage on
humanity and afl that iz secial in man.  Look at the first
taking of a slave in his own country.  In a war oceasioned
for the purpose, he is caught and bound.,  Sepoarated from
his frionds and ail he holds dear, mark his distress as he is
torn away from his country and home.  Fotlow Lim on his
passage, chained in the hold of a slave-ship, pm(‘he{l for food,
and abuosed with severity in every form. See hin Lmngnt
forth,y as hie arrives, (o be sold like o ho:l.::t {o he knows not
whom or what!  Whao, that bas humanity, can ihinlk of this
and not shudiler 4 Who, that bas social feelings, and ‘oves
his friends and the place that gave him birth. can contem-
plate it and not feel chilled wuh hmmr. or ficed with iu-
dignaticn ?

Yet this is not the most aflecting fo conzider. 1o not a few
cases, indeed, it may be the worst e diately, and as res-
pects the slave @ but hageard and distressing {eatures of the
evil rise, like Hydra heads, the more we contemplate it and,
however viewed, its name iz legion.  Aside tfrom the ever-
present and {ormenting reflectiony, » Fam not freey’ the slave
may, in many cases, be as happy as he would be, being still
a barbarisn in his nadive country.  DBut, conhning our uatten-
tion {o the state of the slave merely, we sce not half the evil.
Aud it humanity may weep for the naturat and civil evil of
slavery, as endured by the slave, picty and godliness may
mourn aloud for its moral eflects on the surrounding commu-
nity. IName cvery thing you can mention, in the catalogue
of licentiousucss and unbudlul fust, and you have bul the dis-

0
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gusting and painful picture.* And then the prospect in the
increase of blacks, and in this polluting process ot moral and
pohitical deterioration—oh'! it is distressing beyond measure.
An the vigorous language of Gen. ilarper, at the last aunivers
sary of the-Colonization Society, who himscll knows the evil,
from experience, it is ¢ a cancer on the body politic, that is
gradundly cating its way o the vitals .ol the State. 1t is at
work while we =leep and when we wake; and it will contin-
ue, it not speadily wrrested, {o pervade and coreodey tll at
length it has destroyed the entire mass of our social strength
and happiness.’  [Report of Colo. Suc.] '

From this we pass, then, secondly, to what is our duty as a
nition free and independent,  And here, Fellow-Citizens, our
thoughts deift direetdy, in view ot what has come helove us,
i several different diveetions, Our literatnre and our velig-
ion, our politics and vur chariticz, must be atlended to.  Take
our greal and growing lepublic,t and there Is o mighty mass
of intellect lying through thesc States, to be enlightened and
informed.  And here is a duly for our Legizlatars, and Pro-
lessors, and Masters, and Iiterary men, one and all, to perform.
"I'he public mind is « pool, which, thougn placid on the sur-
face, must yvet, 1o nol prove noxious, have an outlet ol gentle
passage, wnd an inlet to supply-it with feesh and pure waler.,
[ is o buman body, whichy to preserve it hiealthy, must expe-
ricnce the pulsations of vital bloud in ¢very part.  Intelli-
gence and general knowledge must be dillused—our Institu-
tions must pour forth their lilerature and science—smaller
Seminaries must drink of the flowing lidé—and to all our
dchools, vea, and to every cotltage, the gentie <iream and
puriing rill nust be direcied, that 2 max e watered, "T'hus
we <hall bey in so faras liter.dure is concerned, as the garden
of the Lord, well watored and bheautitul.

Bul more—Religion must prevail,  Said a foreigner,}-—
who, among those who have visited our country, hus spoken
of nswith at least as much trath and candor as any-—-* 1 should
be proud to eall America my country, could I be sure of the
prevalence ol thesreligions principle in her councils,”  And
0 he might be, Fellow-Citizens 5 and so it s our dutly, as a
nation, to hold pure and unsophisticated our holy religion.

*Facts might here he mentioned, but it would only wound our South-

ern brethren, where we wish rather to conviice them that we feel for
them,

T 'The public mind has been often directed to the rapid growth and
pressing calls of our nation, and especially our Weslern country 3 but
the prayers and exertions of God’s people cannot be Loo ofien cadled for,
in connexion with this subject—and what ts here said may serve 10 re-
wind them of i, |

1 Hodgson,
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It is the bulwark of onr nation’s safety; and ify as a nation,
we have any in the day of teialy it will prove our nation’s
clory.  None can prosper without the favour of Heaven.—
Neither nations, nor fumilies, nor individuals can dispense
with it.  Virtue exualteth a nation, and without it none can
stand.  Where is ancient Greece, with all her refinement ?
—where imperinl Rome, with all her valour 7 -Long siuce
they sunk, to rise no more.

Flere, thien, we sce our daty @ il is, to preserve religion in
the community.  Qur pulpits mast hold forth truth, and pross
it on the conscience.  Oupr weekly papers—our monthly ind
other jonrnals, aud all our liferary works must favour (ruth.
Or, as considerine the state of man, this can never be expect-
cd to he altovetier the case, those who love the trath must
be able in its defence and dilicent in Hs propagation.  Jour-
nals to defend and disseminate it inust be es! .bli-hed and sup-
ported with talent and learuing and judgment and gkill. - Above
all, the pious of everv name must continue instant in prayer.
1 ix Jike as with a ship at cea—our nation is a mighty ship,
and thoneh the whole ocean may not nosy threaten, the storm
may yelarize, and none can fell how soon; and, coming heivy
and severe, s sometimes—bitlows piled on hillows—winds
blowing fiercely, like o hurricme——dark and joyless too—
none can save but Godo Prayer i= our only safeguard, our
only anchor to the windward.,  Prayer. therciore, and ihe
diffusion of relizion, is one great duty of our nation.

This will secure our politict, and make them what they
ought to be—which is also another-important thing to he at-
tended to by our citizens. Not that we would o much ax even
ook toward a relizious establishment.  We wiant nothing of
this sort.  Still, nothing can be plainery however, than our
duty to gnard our politics by religion,  What 1 mean iz, that
the religious principle should opevale in politics as well as
in every thing else. This is the duty of our nation in all ils
citizens.  From the hichest in oflice to the lowest in subjec-
tion, religious consideration should be the principie of con-
dict. No other principle, it will be foundy will answer.—
IF'rom the nature of our government, thus elective and free,
it mnst come to he the cpe, excepl as men are governed by
moral obligation and religious principle, that demagogues
will rise here and there, and patty spivit will prevail.  !n-
deed, judging from what transpires in reference 1o clections
in some parts of our conntry—Ifrom the caballing, and from
the occasional temporary papers estoblished tor parly pur-
poses—Iirom electioncering addresses, awd all the various arts
resorted to for an end, one of the greatest dangers i the
way of our country’s continnance and advincing giory, lies
undoubtedly in the temptation offered, in this state of things,
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to bribery and corruption and every species of departure
from religious pranciple 5 and cqually clear it <0 theretore,
that every treeman of onr own dear country should carry the
spirit of o frecman of onr Leovd iuto all his politics. The
Lonest veomanrvowho give in their suflvagess must shat their
ears aaninst the b range < of party men, ad vote in the fear
of God tor men of integr iy and virtue and independence in
rexard to partyy except as virtue and vice are partics. And
«0 with men wno are solvacced to oflice. and have subovdi-
nate oilices at their disposat o Iet them act independentiy of
relationship and pariy intevest : let appointments in their
mind turn on considerations like these—+1s he competent ?
Does he value Chrictinnity 7 - Does he approve the trath,
though ke may not have experienced it in his heart 7' and
are tlle other circumstances of the case—party (asile ulmgcﬁf.:-

—favourable 7 Let our appointments {or oflice be made
r.ut on thesze considerations.  "L'his is the true principle, and
the ouly one that is true or safe.  No man, as he values his
conscience in the sight of God, has aright (o act on any oth-
er. 'T'he principle stated is a pnnmple of cternal (ruth, and
rests on the immutable distinetions ot vight and wrong., To
act on this pl'im_‘iplo. therefore, is our natiow’s duty as to pol-
itics, I ail her citizens, whether of higher or lower grade,
and whether in oflice or out of it, and %udunn* it.

Moreover, we owe a national duty as to our chartties. To
help and be helped. to relieve wnd be relieved, was evident-
ly intended of God to be the state of man; and whether it be
the one or the other that falls to our share, is also of his own
cood ordering—while, if favoured to be enabled to give,
our Lord himseli’ has taught us ¢ it is more blessed to give
than to receive.’

With some exceptions, perhaps, we are not to expect ob-
jects of charity; at preseut, to become governmental,  Of
course, it devolves on individuals as such, and on ascociations
for parlicutar objects; {o do what they ¢y and whaty so far
as they are concerned, the exigency ot the werld requires.—
Still we may look at the duty i a national peint of view ; for
it iz properly obligatory on ally and eught to he so considered.
No man, no fumily, a0 state, no nation is to live merely for
individual and private ends. Tt is incumbent on all to help
their fellows, and thus themselves——so he that watereth shall
also hiniself be watered.

T'le objects of benevolent exertion are many ; and though
the call {from Pagin lands is never for a moment to he un-
heeded, titl with others they are blest with free political in-
sti{tutions, together with literature and christianity to crown
the whole ; still we are not in the mean time to cut ofl’ our
oivn hands, while we wish to extend bread to the needy: and,

"‘__.-""'"'"n-r
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atiention to our own rising Republic must not he overlooked.
Scattered throngh all the vast extent of 1erritory in our coun-
try, we have an immense popualation ¢oming in upon the
present ace and those immmediately succesding, Norv i< it all,
or cven i tolerable part of it now, what the emigration was
as we glanced at its chiracter at fiirt—-<o there is the more
necd of efforty to work the ammizamition to a proper consist-
ency, and infuse the proper e and the right spivit into it.
T'o send torth the necessary intellicence, and disseminate it
atneng individuals throuch alt this Western world—to spread
the influence of moral obligation and puare relizion over the
whole—to infuse it into the body politic—the head, the vitals,
and all the limbs aud smaller members—and thus to form and
witke up the w hole mass ot our country, as one individuall to
deeds of clory and benevolence, is certainly o greatl work ;
but it is ..-11-:0., ellow-Citizens, what we ouzht to do.. and what
we must doy as God may enabie us.  How much ot exertion
and sacrifice may be required to do all thise we cannot tell,
except as things open i progress—hut evidently much of
hoth. Men of literature and piety, and political wisdom, and
active henevolence, mu=t be telty in all the springs of influ-
ence, through our nation. -

And while atteation must he thus paid to ourzelves in gen-
eral, some particular olyects seem to call. "I'he cause of the
l"lfmn:, generally, 1 have mentioned : that is not to be aban-
doned, neither as it invites us abroad inAsia, and among the
1-~]-md:~ of the sea, nor as it calls on us at home amony the cHE
orizgines ot this country. F'he cause of Greece and Palestine,
100, has been esponzed in different ways—nor are we to let
oo of that.  But particularly, il we may 'uifzpt the sentiment
of one who lutely touched on this point,® we may name the
Jews, as calling on our charitics ot preperty or of prayers.—
¢ We have given a refuge to the 011|uu:-:xm.i of all other na-
tions,” says the speaker referred to; ¢ now at last let us open
our doors to the most oppressed ot ally to those from wlhor
we received the records of sadvition, who have the blood of
Abraham and Diavid in their veins, and who. in all their wan-
derings, occupy <o much of the care-of Ieaven. Tt will be
an honour to our couniry to nave it told throuch the world,
that when no other region on earth would reccive the an-
cient people of God, they found a refuze in the tranquil
shades of America.  Take them home. =ays he,y ¢ hnbue
them with the spirit of your own institutions. aud theu sendd
- them back to kindle up the lizht of liberty in \im, and to

- break the rayless night of llt=-~|mt1--n1. which now § roods over

one entire quarter of the clobe. It is what we owe,’ contin-

* Dre Griflin, at the M iceting of the Jews' Society, New-York.
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vieg he, ¢to the sacred cauvze of liberty. hy which we our-
«clves have been lifted up to heaven. 1t is enly a. reason:-
ble tax for our bhirthright.”  And urther—as e passage is
co heautiful, indulge me in asingle sentence more: ¢ 1 tove,’
gays hey ¢ lo trace the obscure glances cust ot America {rem
the Mount of Vision, as tnough from a coieciouspess ot the
future relations<hip between this undiscovered lund and Asia.
Thus David: 1 T take the wings of the merning, and diell
in the uttermosl parts of the wesi’  Thus plalachi: * From
the rising of the sun, even wnta the gonig dowen of the scine, my
name shall be great among the Gentiles ; ; and in every place
incense shall he offered unto my tame, and a pure offering.’—-
Let America from her westeri hills reflact back the morning
licht which she received from Asia, and thus explain why
the eyes of castern seers went before Celumbus to this dis-
tant land.’

Another, and the only remaining ohject 1 shall name, to
which we should feel ourselves under obligations of henevo-
lecnce and charity, is the redemption of our black poputation.
As an extensive and threatening evil, Slavery is what I have
1lready briefly remarked upon. It nows comes up ax an evil
to be remedied, and the appeal is to our obligations to God,
to ourselves, and to the blacks. God has given us no r:trht
to lord it over others. ¢ IHe he 1th made of onc blood all na-
{ions of men to dwell on the carth.”  And it is expressed con-
tinually, in the declaration of rights in all our coastituiions,
that all men are born frec and to equal rights.  Qur nation,
then, is under oblig*fnion to God to liberate its slaves. Nor
is it otherwise in regard to ourselves. As it is; there is im-
mense evil in our countr} , and expecially in the slave-holding
Stlates, in consequence of Slavery ; and in prospect, absoinlc-
ly., we have nothing but a nauscous : malgamation, removal by
colonization, or the dismemberment and ruin of these flourish-
ing States. Who can endure the first or the last; and who
will not feel his obligations to redeem and save ihe slave 17—
Every American owes this work to himselfy as he values the
jife’s blood of his countiry; and who will not say, also, he
owes it to the poor sluve ? The wretchedness, especiaily ot
his inteflectual, civil and moral condition, youn can as weil
conceive as I describe : it enbraces every thing to awaken
pity and compassion. In intellect, he is for the most part—
which is his happiness, indeed, while a slave—scarcely a re-
move from the irrational apimals around him : in a civil res-
pect—so far as he has elevation to feel it—he is ever pained
with the thought of bondage, in contrast with a freedom nev-
er to be obtained ; and in regard to his soul, his moral con.
dition, he ljes, and is ever hkelv {o, in his present state, in
all the dead dormancy of native impenitence, with few traces
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of God or of Christ in his mind. Who will not feel compas-
sion for the poor creature ? Who will not teach him? Who
will not give him freedom in his own dear country ?  Who
will not give him there to «pply the balm of Gilead, and
there to smell of (e rose of sharon ?

This subject musi be felt, Fellow-Citizens. It must be felt
through our country. We owe it to God—we owe it to our-
sclves—we owe it to the sluves. Let it be national, and if
yon please governmental, as it scems nccessary it should.—
Let the North inf.rm her=clf on the subject, and {eel for the
South; and iet the South be sustained and checred by the as-
surance that she 1= remembered.  While one member sufters,
et all the memuers sufier with it; and thus aid the body pol-
itic, under this threaiening discase, to relicve itself and find
salvation.

The evii, doubtless, can be remedied. I'or a long time
every thing was dark indeed. Buil light has bhroke in at
length.  "I'he Colonizafion Seciety promises f{oir—at least,
nothing else promises at all, bul coming ruin. A colony is
now fairly established, and every thing is fiuvourable, at least
as much so as could be expected.  Enough there are of the
blacks who are wishing te_go.  Several Legislatures have
approved the ¢hyect. Let il be approved-then by the nation.
I.et us plant a colony in Africa, and with it the gospet of our
Lord, and thus tulfil what as was suggested may have been
one design of jleaven in giving us our national cxistence, in-
dependence aud freedom—the introduction of (hri~tianity to
an important quarter of our world, where as yet prevails on-
ly the darkness of Satan’s kingdom. *

But not to tire vour paticnce, I shall brieflv notice our
prospects, and close. And here 1 teonkly coutess, Fellow-
Citizens, 1 am not one of those who are disposed fo entertain
high expectations for their couniry on ihe ground of »human
perfectibility,’ as speculiied upon by some philozophers and
statesmen. ‘l'rue it is undoubtedly, that, sin aside, our spe-
cies are capable of improvement indefinitely; and, sin ex-
cepted, we know not what of temporal greatness could he too
Jofty and too pure to be expecicd inovr Republic. Dut sin—
! mean sin as a general cvil in man wnd i all men—sin is a
mighty retarding, dizorgonizing principle, operating ot all
times, and in all the members ol the body politic—a princi-
ple too against the inroads of which we all, and political men
especially, are but too little disposed to tuke a stand. We
do not, thereforz, cuicnlate our conntry’s prospects on the
susceptibilily of improvement in the species.

Nor have we any direct clue to what may lie before us.—
Of all this, we have no power of prediction or control. “L'he--
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honk of Providence, like some books of ancient language, is
to be read only backwards—the ituture is to be gathered on-
ly from the past—what is yet to be, only Irom what has been.
General principles, however, may e known, and known in
their general operationy, wiih certainty.  ''ne example, too,
of other nations lies open to contemplation—from all which
we form our expectations.

Our national prospects are twofold; and they shall be
found to be thiese or those, according as we meet our obliga-
tions in discharece of dutv, or fail in Chll:‘ailqll] character.

Ours js a great goveriunent,  Other governments among
the nations are also complicated and extensive. DBut all the
aried governments of men, rude or civilized, are subordi-

nate to the one mighty government, at the head of whose
administration sits the King eternal, immortal and invisible,
the only wise God.

The object of his government we know. He hath made
all things for himself'; and for his pleasure they are and were
created.  1lis law he promulged at first; and had the obe-
dience it seeks in us been observed, instead of the penalty
incurred, its operation would have diflused one uninterrupted
flow of happiness through all the ahodes of men, where now
are springing thorns and briers and noxious weeds, fit only
{for the flame. And, passing the law of works, the gospel
too, or the law of love—were that obey ed—think how, from
the highest seat of power to the lonely hermit of the rock,
and the lowly villager of the plain, faith in the m.leemer
would wilie up one entire emotion of gratitude, and antici-
patey in notes of praise {from wnnumbered miilions, the song
of those above—*¢ Unto Hin {hat loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own bloond--——-uinto Him be glory and do-
minion forever and ever.” Fere then comes out a principlie.
'I'he object of his government, whether of Iaw or faith, is
Lis own glory in the diffusion of biessedness among the hoty,
and the prostration of all that exalis itselt against him.

And now, lay alongside of this principle the example of
the nutions, as you conlemplate their hiztory here and thele,
as they hiave risen and flourished, or withered, decayeda and
sunk away—and how perfectly the operation of the princi-
ple and the «tate of events agree.  Righteousness exalteth a
nation: but cin i« a viproach to any people. There may he
eddics in o stresmme and in a mighty river great ones; so that
what of rabhish and defilement is borne altmg. may here and
therve ascend, as thoush intended for beiter destination—but
as it comes round azuin to the all-conguering currenty, away
it roes, headlong, down to the opening ocean.  So it may be
considered to bave been in the government of God.  Natjons
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have come forth here and there, and prospered for a time;
but persecuting, or not hking, or at best not loving and fos-
tering the kingdom of our Lord, the resistiess progress of his
coverninent s swept them away, and they are known no
maore.

S0 our prospects—overlooking the designs of Heaven—
fatling to inform our commonaliy and all the poorer classes™—
nefrlutmq the neccessary celf-denial and exertion to diffuse
through the mass of our great Republic the salt of intelli-
gence and moral worth—not caring to cherish our Public
Institutions, or putting our trust in literature and the cultiva-
tion of the arts, in political wisdor and national valour—suf-
fering our periodical works, our yournals and pamphlets and
papers, to publish any thing and every thing, without our
cxposing error and vinsicating truth—giving over religious
institutions, or such as inculcate pure religion—pursuing na-
tional glory, as though we lived for ourselves and not to bless
the world by our example and benevolence—shutting up our
charities, and suppressing what has begun to flow—forgetting
withal how Slavery, as o ¢ Cancer, is cating 1o our vitals.’—
it such be our failure in what is great and good, why then it
1s casy, Fellow-Citizens, to predmt and declare our pmﬂpect
and you mmay go and read our coming destiny in the {ate of
other nations, once flourishing like ours, but now the rubbish
of whose remains serve only to tell us what they were, and
that their greatness and their glory have passed away.  Nay,
being exalied as we are in civil and religious privileges, i
We 1hu:-= fail in our obligations and christian character, we
shall fall far below the lowest of the ‘nations that have yel
appearced.

The sentiment may not be very popular—-but whether it
be or not, of this I am confident, thaty forns aside alivgeth-
ery, real religion and picty, such as is found and found only
¢ through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth,?
is the safeguard ot ouly of our Rcligious Institutions, but

¥ The T'roprietors and Managers of our Manufacturing Establicha
ments, many of them certamly, deserve much credit {or their attention
to the education and moral mnprovement of those in their employ.  Not
a [ew of them having been in Furepe, and zeen the wretchedness and
moral degradation of many m sumlar estubhishments there, they have
maunifested a laudable zeal in the good work of benevelence; and we
beg they will here allow us to express our hope, ihat exertions may be
continued and multiplied, according as these establishments shall bee
come older and more extensive—and this too, as the only meaus of pre-
serving them from ot length presenting only a moral waste, and greatly

fslllul“' of in the amouny of yielded profit,

¥
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of our nation too; for although the compass and extent of
the gospel, as seeking to gather all nations in its bosom, and
thus bring them back to the bosom ef our God, has not as yet
opened fully on the world, those who believe in the prophet-
ic visions of the bible, as given by inspiration, fcel assured it
will one day prevail. Ve know the cause of christianity is
the one great cause which God pursues; and while every
thing that plants itself in opposition, or sceks to throw an ob-
gtacle in the way, is wont to be taken up and removed, or
trodden under feot in the progress, the nation, whichever it

may be, the general and prevailing ohject of whose govern-
ment shall coincide with pure cRristianity, or rather, th ough
the mass of whose population shall be diffused the savour of
godliness,—thut nation shall stand, yea shall rise and <hine,
and be looked up untoy, among the nations of the earth. On-
ly let salvation. c.d the glory ot God be the object of the
mass of our peeple, and we need not fear what man can do
unto v:. The friends of religious truth and the rights of
conscience, as douvned to the unsophisticated instructions of
revelation, may contiuue to be called to struggle with the
varving forms of impenitence and infidelity and worldliness;
and storins may arise in the political horizon, which shall
put in requisition all the wisdom and sagacity and tirmness
and skill of our statesinen to steer the ship of state in safety ;
but with the anchor ot hope and the prayer of fuith, she
shall ride out. any gale that may come.—Let usg eve the de-
signs of Heaven respeciing ns—let us keep alive a spirit of
intelligence, and not allow the crowded nor the thinly-scat-
tered portions of cur population to come forward, like too
many portions of European population, ignorant ot their bi-
bles and the advantages of a common school education—Ilet
us preseryve and cultivate our literature, and science, and al}
the arts—Ilet us secure the influence of religious consideration
and sound politicalt wisdom in all advanced to power—Ilet us,
finally, be excited by the example of Him, who went about dq-
sng cuody aad left it as a principle whose blessedness in its op-
eration we might experieuce, that it is more blessed to give
than to receive—Ilet us do this, and make our country indeed
free, while all the bondmen ot 1ts Southern and Western re-
¢ions, turned into freemen and christians, shall bless the land
of their Fathers, and there enjoy with others the rospel of our
Lord—Ilet us only, as a people, be impressed with the fear
of Gaud, and feel as anxious to secure his favour as we are to
keep oursclves within the range of civil regulations of luw—
fet us, as one great naticn, nmlxe ‘Him our fear and our
dread,’—and he shall be to us, in every place, for @ muniiion
of rocks. From our great tather, the President, us say our
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Red Brotherz, down throuch all the members of our nation’s
family, to the lowest and the youngest capable of understand-
ing, only let the fear of God prevail, as the one great princi-
ple of conduct, alike for our Senators and Representatives,
our Naval and Military men, and ¢’/ our public othcers—{or
our Civilians and P’hysicians, onr Pastors and our Professors
and Teachers—in a word, for 1l in all the various ranks and
departimments of life—Ilct 1t begin at fne allar—let it pene-
trate the heart of him who ministers—let it pervade the
congregmiom—-lot it be felt in every family, in every school,
and in cvesy heart—let the morning and evening incense
thus aacu*u]. as one immense cloud, rz:-eing' irom our coun-
try—let this be our course.—and 11. i3 casy also to declare
our prospects—Ilet this be our course, and we shall shine in-
deed, our hizht beings come, and the ¢glory of the Lord being
risen upon us, No weapon formed .v.{rmmat us shall prosper,
We shall remain for the admiration of the world, .md onr ni-
tion’s light shall be put out only when the great luminaries
of heaven shall be extinguished. In this view, we may well
close with a single couplet, fromn one of our own poets:

¢ Columbia, Columbia, to glory arise,
' 'The queen of the world, and the child of the skies?



