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ON the Fourth of 
• • 

• • 

u(y inft. be .. 
• • • 

ing the anniverfary of the declara-

tion of the Independence of the 

United. States, the fol~<?wing. ORA-
• • • • • • • 

TION was delivered, . in commemo-

ration 'of that event, and is now 

publi(hed itt the reque~ of the inha-
. .' 

'. . 
bitants of this town. 

. - .. 

Providence, ~tuly 8, 1793. 
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An 0 R A I"f I 0 , 
, -• 

HE return of this Anni verfary hath remind­
us, my refpeCted Fdlow-Citizens, of an event 

full of wonders, and pregnant with confequenct'S 
important, not to this cOl .. otry only, but to man-
kind. Called again to fdicitJte you on this mem­
o'rable day, I feel myfelf {ecure in your candour 
to thofe fc:otimental effufions which the occafion 
may fuggeft. There is a' pleafure in the idea of 
addreffing a free and an enlightened people, on 
the bleffings they enjoy, and 01'1 the happinefs of 
their condition. Americans! this day recognizes 
your emancipation. It is your jubil~e. Ie is the 
birch .. day of your independence, of your national 
exiftence! Let it never be: forgotten, that, on the 
fourth day of July, oDe thoufand ftven hundred 
and feventy-fix, forth iffued from the illufiriotls 
and patriotic Coogrefs the following magnanimous 
.declaration .: 
• • 

• . -
• 

( WE, ther.efore, the Reprefentati:es of the 
United States of Ame~ica, in Congrcfs alfembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of [he World for 
,the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name 
and by authority of the good people of thcte Co­
lonies, folemnly publi1h and declare, that thefe 
Unittd Colonies ar::, and of right ought to bc, free 
~nd independ~iJt Slates.-

TEni 
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THIS declaration was accompanied with the 
reafons which coinpelled" them to make it, 
and which were deemed fufficient to juftify 
the meafure in the view of the world. It was 
nobJy made at the moll: eventful period of the war .. 
when your country was bleeding at 'every por~ .. 
without a friend among the nations of the earth. 
God alone was her friend! The jull:ice of her caufe 
was regiftered in the high chancery of heav~n. 
The ftars fought in their'Courfes for her ; and the 
tvent juftified a ftep which had To aftonifhed the 
",vorld. ' 

To retrace 'the fteps w'hich Jed to the accom~ 
plifluoent of the revolution, Jnd the caules whiCh 
prepared the way for 'i t, would 'be to eruer into a 
field of difcu:mon too large for the prefeilt occafion. 
It, would 'be to repeat what has already been done 
in a thoufand forms. Hiftorians have :colled:ed 
and arranged the great maJsof materials. Ola­
tors have marked, in -polifhed' periods, the great 
'outlines of ' the revolution. Poets ,have fung its 
praifes, .' and,firetchi'ng forward on 'the 'prophetic 
w'ing,t'hevoca:l mQfc hatb affigned to it every 
good'ohv.hich fo.'great 'an 'even'tcan be pro'duatve. 
The fobject, 'however, 15 not 'exhaufted. Senttment .. 
a1 gleanings niH remain to be gathered through 
the ex~endjng field, ,by thofe whom you {hall an­
nually appoint to celebrate (this ,nemorable 
c'vent.' * New fubjeCts will be continually ,arif-

• 
. Ing 

"" At a TlJ<Wn.'Muling of Ihl Frtlmtn Dflhllo<Wn Df PrD'lJidtnu,)JlId 
~/l. ibl jMJlnlh ddJ of AprIl, A. D. 1793· 

'R£st1LVED, That bit Excellency ahe Goyerllor, Mefl"re. Jofeph 
Nightingale, Ephraim Bowen, jun. Jeremiah Olney, ard Wel­
come Arnold, be a committ.e to'mllke thoice of a perfon to deliver 
a fuitable Oration on the fourth day (If July n~xt. to commence at 
\wcl,e u'l:lock at noon, in commemorlltioD of the inderendence of 

tho 

-



( s ) 
ing out of the improving .condition of our own. 
c-ountry, the :pragrefs of [oclety, govermntnt and 
manners, in the world, which will refult from the 
-revolution, and from the eftabJi1hment of our in-
dependenc~~ . 

- -

OuR. Gration now turns to view the advan­
tages of the natural fituatio~, and political freed8m~ 
which we, as a people, 'enJoy. .' : 

, 

TRESE are fuggefted to us by a recognition of 
tbe independency of the American Republic. To 
wbat purpofe could be tbe poffeffiop of the former~ 
without tine tnjoyment of the Jatter? In both re-

o -our lines have fallen in pleafant places; and 
We have a goodly heritage. What nation on earth 
can boaft of fl1ch a territory, in extent anc) fertility 
offoil,-fituaticn and variety of climate? The fi­
[\fation and ~xtenfive territory of the United States 
are favoumble fora great variety of produfri!)cs, 
and con'VeniC'nt for commerce. Extending from 
me chitty.fldl: to the forty-fixth degree of north 
Jatituqe, and·averagirig-at more than ODe thoufand 
miles in breadth, they comprehend fuch a variety 
Gf foil and climate, as to be capable of almoft 
-e~ery kind of produCtion, either necclfary or. con­
nnient-tci-man. The prolific foil will reward the 
cultivat'N's labour, and furniih an amplefupp1r 
for its increafing inhabitants. It is noe ufual for 
any of the cafualties, whereby the fruits of the 
earth are at any time cut off, to :pervade fo exten­
fiye a fpace at the fame time. While one part 

• 
IS 

lbe l1nited Sf)tfll Tlrar'{aitl cnmmlttee I',ovide a place for Ihe de. 
liter, of fucb Or'tion; and lhat an Oraliotl on {aid melllol'abl. 
event be continued annually, -<-, . 

A true Copy: -
Witneft. DANIEL COOKE, TQwn.Cllrl • 

• 
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" is pinched with drought, or devoured by infe8s. 
others have a fuperabundance to fupply their de" 
mands. Bounded on the'AlIantic ocean by a valt 
t'Xtent of coaft, they el1j0y every advantage of 
fort:ign and dotneftj~ commerce. InterfeCl:ed by 
many riVtrs, at diftances favourable for internal 
navigation, or to fupply :mificialcanals,. the,inhabit­
ants enjoy an eary tranfportation for the exuberant 
growth of their fertile banks. ' 

THIS foil is diihibuted in' fuch portions 
amoAgft the i'nhabitants) and holden:by, fuch a te­
nure, as afford the greatdl: fecurtty to the con~ 
tinuation of a (ree government. 'MoO: 'free ,(laces 
have ftudied to find out means of preventing too 
great an inequality in the diftributionof landed 
property. What tumults were occafioned at 
ROlne, in its betl rimes, by attempts to carry into 
execution the Ag. ari:m law? Among the people 
of lfrad, by direcliofJ of heav~n, all dlatt's which 
had been alienated during the courfe of fifty years, 
returned to the original owners at the end of thilt 
(erlll.' Ie is beyond a doubt, that the ft:e fi~p]e of 
the foil generally ren ing in the cultivattJrs of it, 
ilnd thJt gent'ral mediocriry of condition whicB 
follo.,ws from it, are cin:umftancesmoft favourablt! 
to a republican form of govt:1"nmenr. Virtue and 
indullry, talents and knowledge, will form the 
principal difrinCtions ;'and the motives to theft! 
will be increafed, while the opportunities for vice 
are rendered fe wcr. 

• 
• 

IN fuch a fiate, the'hereditary demagogue, and 
the cringing 1}'cophant, are alike unknown. Pro­
teCl:td by llws of their own framing, the people 
cannot be: upprdfed. Enjoying an (qual govern-

m.emJ 



( .., 
I ) 

meot, which has 0.0" lucrative finecurrs to bcftow, 
ther~.will be no great [cope for ambitious intrigue ... 
~. ,.Such generally is the nate of [his country, 
whofe: inhabitants confift pdncipa\ly of indepen­
dent and hardy yeomanry, mofily trained to the: 
uCe. of arms" inl1ruCted in their rights. reaping 
and enjoying the .fruits of their own indu(try. : 
Happy.the people that are in fuch a nate! all the 
bJelfJOgs of fe«;ular and poliric-al enjoyment lie 
within their reach, unendangered from the rara­
·dous. hand, of neighbouring powers, jealous of 
their, growth,.en.vious .at thei r profperi ty, and ava­
ric.io:u.9'of their fpoils. It.is among,the principal 
advantages' of our fituation, that. we ue not fur­
rounded by futh . petulant and encroaching 
neighbours.. Of the evil of fuch a fitllation, we 
may form tom.e idea from what we fufftT by the 
vicinity of the favage tribes. . . . . 

• 
• • 

• • 
• 

• •• • 

FROM the natural fituation of this country, nnd 
the peculiar circumfiances of its inhabitants, arifl::' 
many political advantages; for the enjoyment of 
wnich we are indebted to the revolution. Tht: 
features of our policy have a ftrong refemblance v' 
the magnificent and well-proportioned fe41rures of 
our country. No ·longer do we fubCcribe [0 the 
abfurd doctrine of the divin.e right of kings, no 
lODger bow our necks. to the galling. yoke of 
foreign leginatio~. Independent of thefe fervi­
lities, we enjoy the'divine rigbt of governing our­
felves. In the exereifc of this' right, we ha\'~ 
feen a complete politic'a! revolution, unawed bv 
furrounding enemies, and uninfluenced by thei'r 
intrigues. We have feen a contliwtion ('If (·h·i) 
government formed under the influence of featon 
and philaRthropy, which meets the approving 

• vo!ee 

• 
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foke of the ableft politicians.. Much has been 
:aid of its excellence! by the greateft civilians. II 
s granted on all hands, that the fafety of tht na­
:ion is the objet\: of all gov'ernment; and thac the 
~ill of the people is the fupreme l~w in aU Rpub~ 
lean governments. . ~ut the arbitrary power of 
:he many will producct . anarchy, as that of an in­
Hvidual does defpatifin. It' is IU!ceffar)l, 'th~rc­
fore, tkat the jociQJ will be collected, an~ con­
:entl'ated in one for~ or confHtution of &O\~ern;. 
nent; no fiate h~vlng ytt appeared,' where' the 
Jeople at once ,govern t~ltmf~lves widloucropre­
entation. This· conftitution:,. like chI: combiAa­
:ion of organs that form' 'the conftitunop of the 
luman body, muO: concain within itf~lf fufficitRt 
force and energy to carry . on the neceffuy fync. 
tions.· 'The head diflales the la.ws, and the o~hcr 
nembers execute. It· is etre~,tial that th~~: ;Jj,atl, 
which reprefents the legiflative and judiCial 
!rs, fiioQld be calm and deliberate in its d = ; 
and that the arm,· rept:cfenting the . excc~tiveJ 
thould b;lve promptitude !lnd-force.' .': . 

, 
, 

, - -

EVBRv'good government,muft~xi{l; fomcwhere 
between abfolute',d~pqtifm; and •. __ 'demo· 
cracy. In either ofcbef~;~xt,emeB, D~ithc,r.liber .. 
ty nor fafety c~nbeenjoyed. It will follow, that 
a conftitutjon wherrtin, the tbr.ee- powers, leg,jtla~ 
Mve, executive and j~iciaJ, ;Ire- DlQ~- pcrfeaIy 
combined for thcptQfperitYJli the '~opi~) is thi: 
beft. Indeec;l, the great Montetq~icu.his made it 
appear, thaHhefc'ml'((. pOwers eXltt, In romer-de:­
gree, in ew.ry form "f go.vernment, (even the 
moil: abfolu.tc. As thefe powers difplay Iclu:ir ¢O:.. 

operative influence, in a greater OF lefs ~Lcgrecr, i!l 
the governmental machine, tl)~y have receiycd 

their 
, 

, 

, 

, 

, 
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their name or aile. The name of ario-oeraey is 
given to the government of chofe {tates, where a 
permanent fenact' governs all, wichout ever- con­
fulting the people. 'Such is Venice, which is at .. 
fo called a republic; it is a pure arifiocracy in 
this fenre,\ that the three powers ate in the hartd~ 
of the noules. That fiate, in which the will of an 
individual i~ moil: frequently a hw, and decides 
on the life or death of the fubjefi, is called a def­
potrc fiate. Such is the Turkith empire. But it 
is not ttue, thac the Sultan is abfolu·te mafter» 
his power finds limits at every fiep he advances, 
and he is obliged to refpeB: chern. . This empire, 
then, is between ariftocracy and defpotifm; but 
inclines towards the lauer. Tile fiate in which 
the will uf an individual is fomerimes abfolute, 
but where co-legiflative bodies always join in the 
exercife of power, is called a monarchy. This 
fp~cies of government is betwee" defpotifm and 
ari11:ocracy, but inclines towards t~le Janer. The 
nate where the people choofe the~r magHlrares for 
a fixed period, and often affemb1e to exercife the 
{overeignty, is a democracy, and is. called a re­
public; fuc;h were Athens and Rome, and fuch 
are the United Siaies if America.' 

• 

. AMIDST the· various fhades between the pri­
mitive colours in which different governments 
have been caft, thtfe United States have wifely caft 
the-il"s in chat mi Jd form which i"s moil: congeniAl 
to the right& of man, and the: enjoyment of equal 
liberty that liberty, which to indepet1den(e unitc:, . 
flmrilY' which to the mOjl ample eleflive power.;, 
unitesflrength and energy ;11 government.-. You will 
permit me here to ft"1 icicate you on tile re-elc:ttion 
of twO ofche firft political charaeten in the world, 

. B to 
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to the two firft offices in the Amfrican Republil;. 
and on the honour your electors have done 
themfelvcs by their unanimity in the clcc-

• 
'Jon • 

. THE prefent flouriihing condition of theft 
States;, affords the beft comment on ~he excel. 
i.cnce. of ''our. conftitution. All ufeful theories 
are praB:kable. The moft perfect model' of go .. 
vernment. that imagination can form will be ufe­
lefs, if the Rate of mankind renders it impracti­
cab~~. Already has expe!'icl'1ce taught us,. that 
our government is fraught with many bleffings. 
The fame internal.;aufes that led to independence,. 
and national· exiftcnce, have guided the people of 
there States to a wife and deliberate choic ... of per­
fons, to whom' the power-s of government might 
rafely be entrutled. To the wifdom of their 
elections, and to the jl1dicious appointment of 
officers to the feveral departments of fiate, are 
they to afcribc: their prefent fiourifuing condition. 
U oder the happy intlumce of their wifdolD, fide:­
lity andinduftry, we fee our credit reftored· 
abroad, and eftablHhec;l at home '~ur deranged 
finances reduced to f,ftelll, and made prod1:Jaivc 
beyond the calculations of the moO: fanguine. 
Although the revenue laws may, in fome refpecb, 
operate unequally at inefent, yet .the objet\: of the 
government being the diltribution of equal juIHce, .. 
fuch alterations and reforms will doubtlefs take 
place, as to produce all that cc;.uality which the 
nature of the cafe will admit. Who does not fee 
rear on to rejoice in the provifion making for the 
current of juftice to run pure through the Union, 
" who but the difuoneO: and· fraudulent debtor, 
or the criminal offeader? The dignity, candour 

.. and 
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and impartiality, difplayed (rom the judicial 
bench, augur well to the rights of individuaJs, 
and to the peace of fociety. 

, 

HEllE property is rendered {(curc, by the 
e.quality of law to ~Jl; and every man, being 
mafterofthe fruits of his own labour,1 enjoys the 
.right of property , "0 arbitrary impofition of 
taxes or rJa- tythes, no lordly exaCtion. of rents, 
-chill the heart ofinduftry, nor reprefs the cultiva­
tor's exertions ,no mercantile .corporations, with 
excJufive rights, damp the ardent {pirie of enter­
prize. Hence ,we fcc atracklefs wilderne(<;, in the 
iliort {pace of one hundre~ and (evenly years, con­
verted into a fruitful field; and, in the fpace of 
fen years, we (ee t-rade and commerce, no Jonger 
limited by parliamentary reftriCl:ions, nor difirelfed 
by war, extending to all parts ofche globe, from 
tbe ftraits of Magellan to the inhofpitable regions 
of Kamfkatka. Hence alfo we fee the' American 
genius fpringing forward in ufeful arts, projetl:ing 
gl':a[ and ~110nifhi·ng enterprize's, tearing dOW'l 

#I/Julllains. attd jllin,_p "allier,· and making ef­
forts unknown in thofecountries where defpotifin 
'renJers cvery thing. precllrious, and where a ty:-­
.... nt reaps w,hat, thVCi have fown. 

A 'POLITE and ingenious European traveller., 
(Dr. Moore) tells us, 'The chilling effeCts of 
.defpOtic opprdfion, or the benign influence of 

fFCcdom 
. 

• Mr. JOHN BROWN. MerchUit. -eF .bill town, baa already 
~on~ far, f:nce .Ma~ch laft, \0 is "d. re~o'ill~ a ·hill Gf about 400 
feet In longlh, J 80 In 'breadth, and 60 In heIght amouDting 10 
• ,0,000 toni of earth j .. hich, when completed, wi11 raire .. feltf, 
"hta into 6 acre. of u{erul build.ing.ground, which will be con­
~tard with the Maa:~chufcm by an elegant bridge. now building 
by the fame gentlrman. . 

The AuthD~ hop •• Mr. B~OWN will pardon this Jibe!!y, at r~. 
fc::'e!lce was efldent~y bad to It. 

. cf c.. 
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freedom -and commerce, {hike the eye of the 
~oft carelds traveller.' And, fpeaking of the dif~ 
orders incident to free go\~ernments, fays., '. The 
temporary and partial difordt:rs which are the 
confcquence of public freedom, have been great­
ly txaggtrated by fome feople, and r refenced 
as more thall an equivalent to all (he a vantages 
refulcing from· a free governm:!nt. But if .fuch 
perfons had opportunities of obferving the nature 
of (hofe evils which fpring up in abfolute govern ... 
ments. they would toon be convinced of their er­
lor. The greatcfr evil that can arife from the 
licentioufnefs which accompanies civil liberty, is, 
thar people- may rafhIy take a di£1ike to Liberty 
herfdf, from the ceafing impertinence and abfurdity 
of fome of.her r~l or affected .well-wifhers; as 
a man might become lefs fond of his bef. friend, 
jfhe found him always attended by a fnappiIh 
cur, which without provocation was a1wan 
growling and barking. . 

• • 

(WHAT are the diforders of a (ree government, 
compared. to. the gloomy regplllrity. produced by 
Jefpotifm ? in which men are. obliged. to the moit 
painful circumfpeCtion in all their aC\;ions; are 
afraid to fpeak their fentiments on the moft com~ 
mon occurrences; fufpicious' of cheriOling go­
vernment fpies in their houihoJd fervants, diihuft­
fiJI of their own relations and moft intimate com,.: , 

panions i and ~t all times expofed to the opprc:f-
110n of men in power, and to the infolellce of [heir 
fdvourites. No confufion,· in my mind, can be 
more terrible than the. nern difciplined regularity 
clnd val1nted poli!=e of arbitrary govtrnments, 
where e,'ery heart is deprfff~d by fear, wher~ 
maQkind. dare not aQ"ume their natural charaaer~ 

wherl= 
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where the free (pirit muO: crOUc11 to the f.a\'e in 
office, where genius muft reprefs her effllCions, or, 
like the Egytian worfhippers, offer th~m in farritice 
to [he cal yeS of power j and v,,fl(re the human mind. 
always in {hackles, ihrink$ from eVtry gtnerc,us 
effort.' 

• 
THER E is a point of depreffion, as well as ex­

altation, from which human aff.,irs naturally re­
turn in a contrary direCtion, and beyond which 
they feldom p31~, either in their dt'cline or ad­
vancement. T.lTe prefenr is a crifis, in 'human 
afrairs, that teems with great and inrerefiing 
events. Long, long has the old world been 
funk in ignorance. tllperfiition and bondage. But 
the period of her emancipation appc-ars to be rapid­
ly. approaching. What a"mighty combination of 
events is now cnnfpiri ng to the general fpread of 
knowledge and freedom! Judging (rom what, we 
have feen and experienced, we may concllJde that 
the meafures now taken to cruth the rights, of 
mankind, and to overturn the altar of her-dom, 
will he produtlive of the contrary dfecr.' Indeed 
n dark cloud at: prt'fenc vails the fair counct'nance 
of li berty' i n Franct'. I nexprrienct'd in the fcience 
of a free governmt'nt, and unprrpared (or tnt' en­
Joyment: of it by :t prev iotls courfe of education. 
of intellectual improv('mt'nr, and moral difci .. 
pline, thry have tarnifht'n rhe-ir glory by t'XC(1ft"~; 
and, in the paroxy(ms of their 7t':1l, have carried 
excefs to outragt' • 

. ,IT is the misfortune of men firn?gling (or liber­
ty, that Lhey are apr to be ('ar~ it'd roo far, os we 
ba'tJe hen taught by txptril'nre. The more the hu­
miln mind 'hath been Ori)rd~rd. rhe gr<'ar~r ":iIl be 

• 
ItS 
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,j tS extravagancies, when itburfts forth from the 
Jhackles of tyranny into the full light of freedom. 
Like the vibrating pendulum, it flies. from one 
rxtreme to anorht'r; and, like that, muf\: have 
.time to regulate irfelf. Shall we reject the caufe 
of human libeny, becaufe anarchy attends the 
firft efforts of a people to gain it, or becaufe fero­
city m'arks fome of their fteps towards it ? Or 
1ballour confidence in its progrefs be overthrown, 
becaufe threatened by hoftile ~confederacies? As 
Americans, we mut\: eir~r renounce that which 
is our boan: and glory, or warmly with fuccefs to 
the great principles of the French revolution­
principles founded on the equal liberty of aJl'men~ 
and the empire of the laws. 'As rational beings, , 
and as Chriftians, we filould recon~, that from 
partial evil, it is the glory of the Supreme 
nuler to bring forth general good ; and that, '3S 

infpiration expreffeth it, 'He makes the wrath of 
man to praife him j but theremaindel' of wrath 
will he reftrain.' 

, 

THE prefent war in Europe has a further object 
than, the fubjugation of France. It is a war of 
kings and defpon, againft the deareft rights and 
the moft inval~ble privileges of mankind. 
Should the combsned powers fucceed againft 
}<'rance,and the re-e11:ablifhment of monarchy 
there exift among pomble events, what fecoritr 
have we, that tbe fame attempt'wiB not be made 
to reflore monarchy in this country? Has DOt 
United America led th6 way? And may file not 
.boaft, with an honeft p:-ide, of the influence of 
Iler example in exciting the attention cf many n3· 
tions to their natural and civil rights ~ With wh~t 
freedom of thought ' with' wl:at enlighrenedand 

ardent 

-

, 
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ardent philanthropy, has fue infpired many of tne 
nations of Europe! What would be her condi­
tion, jf [ubjugated by the confederates againtl: 
freedom, we may learn from the fiate of Poland, 
lately made ftee by a voluntary compact with its 
King; but now fubdued by the ferocious power 
of the north, divi<kd among her jealous neigh. 
QaUFS, and the people fald with the foil, like- the 
animals- that graze upon it.' Let the generous 

. feelings of human nature rifeindignanc at ihe ab­
horrcmt idea of part of itfe1fbeing thus degraded. 
Whatever may be the fate of France in the pre­
fent conteft, the great principles of the revolution . 
will eventually find advocates in every part of the 
world, even among thofe who arc now moft in­
veterate againft the conduct of the French. The 
doarines ofhereditary powers -of the divin.e right 
of kings. of their inviolability, and incapacity t()o 

do wrong, are {aft declining, and-will foon be ex­
ploded. They are foledfms of the fame nature 
with their divine right to do wrong; and will, 
in futur~, more enlightened and liberal days:, 
be read of with aftonHhment. 

• -

.. How often doth a hand unobferved lhifc the 
fecne of the world! The calmeR: and ftilleft hour 
precedes die whirlwind.; and it hath-thundered ill 
the fc:reneft lky . The monarc-h hath drawn the 
chariot of {tate, in which he had been wont to 
ride in triumph; or been dragged to a (caff'oJdJ by 
the mifguided zeal of his late admirers; and the 
greatcft who ever awed the world, have moraliz­
ed at the -turn of the wheel. Such, 0 Louis, has 
been thy untimely fate! At thy urn, Jet pitying 
nature drop a fympathetic tear! Ceafe, thou 1':1n-

- guio~ry demon, any longer to fupport thy bloody 
• . ftandard ! 

-



, 

( 16 ) 

ll:andard! May the milder genius of true llbei"ty; 
and more '.!nlightened policy, fj)eedily pervade the 
councils, and biers the people of France! 

" 

, OUR attention rJowteturns with delight t() 

contemplate chat portion of rd igious and fcien­
tific (reedolll which our country enjoys. To the 
early care of our ancdl:ors to eftablilhlicerary, 
and encourage religious infl:itutions. are we much 
indebted (or the accomplithment·of the late revo~ 
lution, which fllOWS li~ the vall: inlpottance of 
paying great attention to the riling fons' and 
daughters of America, by giving them an en­
lightened and a virtuous education. Ht're the 
human mind, free as the air, may e:KCrt aU'its 
powers towards the various objef.ls laid before it; 
and expand its f<lculties to an extent hitherto un­
known. It has been rhe. policy of all monarchi­
cal governments, and of jome religious inftitu­
lions, to keep the peopl~ in ignorance, the more 
c~fily to dazzle them into obc:dience by t:xtt:rna! 
n~arks of gr-e;:tnefs, and of nat i ve i"uperiori£ y. 
Kn()wh~tlge amI truc: religion go hand in hand; 
\Vhen thl! former is ubfcured. (h~ latter is muti­
lated, and er,vdoped in [he lhades of fllp~l'(l;i tion 
and bigotry. And whenever the civil power has 
undertaken to judge and decide conceming truth 
and error, to oppofcthe ont", while it protc:t1ed 
the ocher, it has invariably fupportt:d bigotrYj 
fuptrftition and llonf"enk: . 

~ ANAXAGORAS wa~ tried and condemned in 
Greect") for tcachinglhat the' fun and fiars were-not 
deities, but Il1dllts of corru'ptible matter. Accufa­
tions of a Jik~ nature contributed to the death of 
Sot:races. Th<: thit:ats of bigotry, and the fear 

of 
• 



... _.- .... ,. -_ ..... - ._. 

( 17 ) 
• 

• 

Gf perfecution, prevented Copernicus from pub­
]jibing, during his life time, his difcovery of the 
true fyftem of the world. G~)ileo was obliged to ~ 
renQunce the doCtrine of~he motion ofehe e~rthJ 
and fuffered a year's imprifonment for having af­
ferted it: Many other inftances of a fimilar na­
lure, and much later ,date, might be mentionccl; 
the tendency ofwhic.h h~ been to cramp the hu­
man powers, tQ deftroy in forne meafure the end 
of educati(m,. by ,directing the current of thought 
into a narrow ch"nn~I. Hence the doetrine of the: 
revolution Qf the ~arth round the fun, would have 
beel'1. ~q .great (a f\umbling-block to £he preju­
tliced Jews, ani! as apparent f(loliOinefs to the 
learned Greeks, as that of a crucified Jc:fus to be: 
the Saviour of .the world.' 

By, theconftj,t.ution of the tJ N ITE 0 STATES, 

no ;ri1<\n is- a,bd<;lged of .the li~erty of enquiry . 
J:l0 religious te~ is required., .. no bait is thrown 
out by government to encourage hypocrify, or 
excluqe the honefl and deferving. In this rerpett 
it poft'dres a libefality unknown to any people be­
fore. It mull: giv~ plc:afure to ev~ry generous 
mind, to ht::ar ( the children of the nock of Abra­
ham'· thus addreffing our beloved Prefideot: 
c Deprived llS we have heretofore been of the in­
valuable rights of citizens, we now (~ith a deep 
fenfc of gratitude to the Almighty Difpofer of all 
events) behold a government erected on the ma­
jelty ohhe people· .:\ government which to bi­
gotry gives no fanCl:ion, to perfecutian no affifi­
:1llce,/but genero\1ay affording to allliul"rty of r.on­
fcience~ and immunities of citizenOlip , dec:ming 
everyone, of whatever nation, tongue or lan­
guage,cqual' parts of the governmental machine. 

C This 
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This fa ample and extenftve federal union, whofe 
bafts is philanthropy, mutual confidence, and 
public virtue, we cannot but acknowledge to be 
the work of the great God, who ruleth in the ar­
mies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth:-

, 

IN this view; of the fubjeCl:, may we not confi­
der tnefe as the dawn of brighter days) of a bright­
'cr f.un thari ever bleffcd the world before; as a com­
mencement of the golden age, that introduces a 
better fyftem of religion than moO: of thofe which 
have been hitherto profeffed in the world; a re­
ligion that enforces 'moral obligations, not a re­
ligion that relaxes and evades them ;a religion 
of peace and charity, not of {trife and party rage? 
The imporcance of religion to the peace and or­
der offociety, is unfpeakably great. Every thing 
is replaced and efbblifhed by religion. It fur­
rounds the whole fyftem of morality, refembling 
(hat univerfal force of phyfical nature, which re­
tains the planets in their order, and fubjects them 
to a regular revolution. But as to all de­
cent mod"!s and outward expreffions of, it, the 
rights of confcience remain untouched. ,Here all 
religious opinions are equally harmlefs, and ren­
der men who hold different opinions equally good 
fubjeCts, becaufe there are no laws to oppofc 
[hem, no force to compd them. The ure of arms, 
and the military art, oC which we have this day fo 
2{!reeable and elegant a fpecimen, are dirrtted to 
a ~ very different objeCl:, the defence of freedom, 
und as a bulwark of the State. 

MJl.Y 
, 

.. ExtraCi from an a,lthers rrercnted Prelident WASlilNGTO N by 
the Jew. al Ncwr0l'l, whell 011 bis lOur tbrougb the elltern Statei, 
i\'u!:;\ltt l~?r;. 

, 

-



• 

• 

, 

• 
• 

( 19 ) 

MAY we ever 1how ourfelves wortllY of the 
blefiings we enjoy, and never tarnifh the bright 
lufire of this day, by any unbecoming exceffes.> , 
Americans! think of the many privileges which 
diftinguifh your condition. Be grateful for your 
lot; and let your virtue fecure what your valour~ 
under God, hath obtained; and tranfmit to lateft 
poftcrity the glorious inheritance. May the po­
litical edifice ereCted on the theatre of this new 
world, afford a practical lerron of liberty to man­
kind, and become in an eminent degree the model 
of that glorious temple of univerfalliberty which 
js about to be dlablifhed over the civilized world • 

• , 

• 

• 


