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DHHIOHIAIHOIH DI KNI
O N the fourth of JuLy inft. being the Anni-

verfary of the Declaration of INDEPENDENCE by

the Un1TeD STATES, and appointed for the CeLE-
srATION of the ApopTioN of the Feprrar Con-
STITUTION ; the following ORATION, at
the previous Defire of the Inhabitants of the Town
of ProvipeENCE, was delivered 11 Commemoration
of thofe Events, to a numerous Affembly at the
Baptift Meeting-Houfe ;~—and at their Requeft, it
now folicits the Candour of the Public.

Providence, July g9, 1788,

KNI IHEINEISH IS I



~ PY i i~
Mg fy'
wr - F
. }
v
- 2
war A .
1
P
H
!
4 -

T



@@+¢++@9@@@@@6
A N

ORATION.

$P00 0060 CABOAE0S 0000 6060 COCE £OE 5000 T00 6006 0508 000 5600 6058 0000 £ 050 00G0 #9054 05050000 066 A0 0000 C0R

ﬁ'mmmm@% O felicitate Amerlcans on the Anni-

if‘ ‘.: ".?.rt"'nt ;
oo § verlary of their Independence 1s a
QL

: o
i

‘f».,g dictate of philanthropy.—To echo

o 9 !".‘ " ﬁ

ool among my fellow-citizens, in grates

P8

ful acclamations, the acceflion of a free federal
government is but the natural effufien of a heart

elate with joy.—To f{acrifice, at the fhrine of
liberty, ¢ the fat of fed beafts,” and pour out
the generous libation, if conduéted with prudence,
may net be unfuitable expreilions of the pleafure
we this day experience,

BuT 2 nobler employnient now awaits us—we af
cend from gratulations and amufements to contem-
plate, in the temple of liberty, the various beauties
of the edifice,~to recount the multifariqus blef~
{ings fhe proffers our favoured land.

F

L.onG had fhe ereted her ftandard in our hearts
ecfore it was fecurely planted on the walls of our

citadel,

-F
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citadel, or we fafely refted under the thades of its
banner.—Long did the doubtful events of war
hold it in fufpence and threaten to wreft it from ‘
our hands.

IT is a dithonour to human nature that wher-
ever liberty has been planted and flourifhed, 1t has
commonly required the blood of her {ons to water.
and enrich the foill—Nor were we relutant to pzay
the price.~Too dearly had the fair.inheritance

been purchafed and too bravely defended by our
anceltors, to be tamely reﬁgned by their {ons.~—

And when the encroaching fpirit of ambition
threatned to wreft it from us we refifted unto

blood.

T e genius of America greatly rofe and infpired
thirteen bodies with one foul to oppofe the ufurp-
ations of power,—to fecure and tranfmit the inef-
timable patrimony to gencrations yet unborn.—
Here rifes to view that band of patriots who firft
united in common council for mutual defence and
fafety.—While their produtions aftonifh the poli-
tical world, they fecure its attention,~---while the
royal ear is thut againft reiterated and dutiful pe-
titions of faithful fubjelts, the liftening world only
wait the favourable moment to lend their aid.

VAN
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VaIn are petitions, and all the pleadings of hoe.

neft zeal, when the minions of power and the calls
of innumerable dependants plead againft them.
—Infult is added to iniquity—invalfion to infult

—We now approach the gloomy walks of death !
—The awful images of war croud around us !—

Hark !----the diftant clathing of arms—the hol-
low groans of the expiring falute our ears—the
pale ghofts of our flaughtered countrymen hover
over our heads and call on us to avenge their

wrongs, and defend our rights :

A sCENE now opens to view in which the beft
blood and treafure of America were facrificed
to unjuit claims,~to the dictates of avarice, or
the haggard demon of revenge.—To trace the
fteps which led ta the unequal combat would be
to tread a hacknied path——To relate the many
achievements of the cabinet and the field, through
its varied progrefs, would be to give, not an
Oration but an hiftory.

"LET us then draw a veil Q{rer the melancholy'
{cene which brings to fad remembrance, the be-
loved brother—the dutiful fon—the affectionate
parent—the tender hufband, whofe lives were the
only facrifice that could appeafe the violence of
militar)__r force, and fave a finking country from

- 1 Umf’-’-“’-
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ruin.—And at the fame time we drop the tear of

gratitude at the urn of our dear departed heroes,
let us never forget how much we are indebted to
them, and that band of brothers, who fill live to
participate in the bleflings we this day enjoy,—
Nor fhould we pafs in filence the geﬁérous efforts
of a powerful Monarch, whofe feafonable alliance

gleat]y aided to plant the Vlne his ﬁ'lendly hand
{tlll continues to cherifh,

-

Uvron this day, which hiftory will ever comme-
morate, America, compelled by reiterated and atro-

" cious aéts of tyranny and oppreflion, declared her

mdependency, and determined, at all hazards to
maintain it.—Though nurfed in the lap of peace,
and cqnfcque;nt]y unverfed 1n the arts of war,—
hough axﬁ‘ailed‘in_ a varicty of points, and unpre-
pared for defence 1n any, the began, under every
difad?antqge, a conteft, not for glory but for free-
dom and independence, and divine providence
hath fmiled upon efforts refulting from motives fo
laudable.

It has been often afked, what have we gained
by our Independence ?—

Wt have gained our freedom, Sirs |—We have

fhaken off the voke of foreign legiftation, with all
the
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the train of evils which would have followed our
{ubjugation to the unequivocal authority of tran{-
atlantic jurifdiction.—We are emancipated from
all the horrors of vaflalage and flaverv ;—and
¢« the man who will meanly fubmit to wear a
{hackle, contemns the nobleft gift of heaven, and
1mpioufly aftfronts that God . who made him free.”

—W.e have gained peace and empire with all the

Forever welcome be the

bleflings of freedom.
day that raifed us above the government of mo-
narchy, and gave us rank among the citizens of
free republics !

A REVOLUTION can never be confidered as com-~
plete till government is firmly eftablithed—and
without this independency would be a curfe in-
ftead of a blefling—T hefe jointly were the great

objet of the American revolution—and the fole
reafon why we have not enjoyed all the emolu-
ments of the latter, is becaufe we have not availed
ourfelves of the former.—We came into national
exiftence without national ideas, and therefore,
could not have thofe arrangements which more
experience is fuited to give.

Tais areat and extenfive people, prefled toge-
ther by common danger, and loofly holden by a

confederacy fuited only to their prefent exigency,
united
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united their efforts for common fafety.~~But wnen
freed from the apprehenfions of danger, their go-

vernment loft its energy—their councils were di-

vided—the refractory conduét of fome States-—e

the clathing interefts of others, and the divided
politics of the whole made it utterly impoflible to

draw forth national refources, and to comply with

the juft demands of creditors, or even defray the
contingent expenditures of government.—The
tottering fabric of their union thook from its foun-
dation, and threatned the very exiftence of em-
pire.—Lteuds and animofi:ies arofe in every quar-
ter ; and formidable infurreétions teemed with all
But the liberties of
America are the object of divine patronage—a

the horrors of civil war

guardian God protects them-—This intervening
cloud, which {pread darknefs and diftrefs over our

land, was a prelude to a brighter day.

INDEPENDENCE was but a part of the revolution
—and as we experienced many difficulties in laying
the foundation, :t was but natural to look for fome

in erecting the fuperftructure.—The bleflings of a
free government, which many nations have been
unable to procure, even after ages of efforts and
mifery, are granted by divine providence, to the
confederating States after a few years ftruggle.

THE
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Tur boafted wifdém of Greece and Romé weére

not fufficient to prevent convulfions in the State,
nor to effect revolutions by reafon or by rhetoric.

Rivers of blood ran dewn the ftreets of Rome
in defence of the republic, and for the eftablith-
ment of government—and while her legions tri-
umphed in Italy, Gasl, Spain, Britain, and {fome
parts of Germany,—while the provinces of Afia
Minor, together with Armenia, Syria, Mofopota-
mia and Media, vieided to her fuperior force

while the moft of the inhabitants of Africa obeyed
the voice of the Roman fenate, there fubfifted

wicthin her own walls civil wars of the moft threat-

ning and fangulnary nature.

Greece could boaft of a Solon, a Lycurgus and
other {plenchd genii, who did honour to human
nature, but they cannot boaft of a revolution- by
reafoning, began and completed in fo thort a pe-

riod as that which diftinguifhes the prefent Era.

IT was not till a ftruggle of more than forty
years had diftreffed and impoverifhed Holland
that the gained her independence, and many more
before fhe attained to a firm government.—Eng-
land has been a great theatre of civil difcord and

contention for centuries—In all their variations of
the
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the mode of government recourfe was had to the
{fword~—and almoft the whole of that 1ifland rhas‘
been ftained with the blood of contending nations

and domeftic factions ;—and they have found that

when a fovereign or a {yftem was agreed upon,
their reduction to order was far lefs rapid than ours,

Tue road o empire has ufually been flow and

difficult.—As order progreflively arofe out of
Chaos by the forming hand of the great Architect,

{o muft a well-ordered government be colleGted
and formed from the {cattered materials and wild_

mixture of a chaotic people.

How to refcue thefe materials from the fp_l’cn;-
did ruins ot government, and give ftability to the
rifing fabric with the greateft rapidity and leaft
difficulty, is a queftion which hath nonpluffed all
- the philofophers, lawgivers and politicians of the
world.—The anfwer to this queftion has been re-
ferved to the American States.—After ages of

fruitlefs attempts in other countries, this country
affords the firft inftance of an entire revolution in

policy and government, the moft important that
ever marked the progrefs of human fociety, with-

out the effufion of human blood, without force,
fraud or furprize.

" Havine.

F‘_-—-l--
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Having had painful experience of the imbecility
of the confederation and its inadequacy to the pur-
pofes of government, the fame patriotifm which

glowed 1n the American breaft at the commence-
ment of the revolution,—which animated the pa-
triot ‘1n the cabinet, and fupported the brave {ol-
dier in the {ufferings and dangers of the field, is
cenewed in a Convention for devifing a more per-
fe&t {cheme of government.

-

Bruorp ¢ the majefty of a free people, con-
vened in awful fimplicity, to confult their _fafet}r

- and promote their happinefs ! ’—Here again rifes
to view, from the placid thades of domeftic life,

the great AMERICAN CINCINNATUS, whofe virtues
- in the field can be equailed only by his wifdom in
the fenate !—Illuftrious Chief----May remoteft

ages reap the fruit of thy toils, and the happinefs
of a grateful people crown thy moft ardent wifhes !

Tuc bufinefs devolved on this auguft body is
as difficult as it is new—as 1mportant as it is dif-
ficult. To balance the different interefts of

+

the States, fo that each might give up its pro-
portion of local advantage for the good of the
whole,~to frame a model of government that
fhould fo accord with the genius of 4 large, ex-
tenfive and free people,' of different education,

manners and employments, that fhould meet the
' ‘ confenting,
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confenting voice of even of nine among thirteen

independent republics ;——to effeét all this was a
a tafk, to which nothing was equal fhort of that
affemblage of wifdom and philanthropy which ap-
peared in convention.

'To the difappointment of our enemies and the
joy of our friends, their wifdom and candour ac-

complithed the wondrous deed, and we now be-
hold a fyftem of federal government acceded to

with a degree of peace and unanimity, all circum-
{tances confidered, which has no parallel.—The
abilities and political knowledge,~—the patient
deliberation and conftant attention,—the mutual

candour and condefcention, which were exhibited
by thofe who framed the Federal Conftitution—
and the fimilar fpirit which actuated the moft of
thofe States in which it has. been received, do im-
mortal honour to our country, and add luftre to
- the prefent age.—Juftly may it be faid, ¢ The
prefent is an age of philofophy, and America the
empire of realon,”

Y:es, my fellow-countrymen, this is an Era re-
ferved for the commencement of this weftern em-
pire ! The confederating States exhibit to the
world the noble image of 2 community, which,
founded in equality and juftice, fecures to the in-
dividuals every enjoyment which can be derived

'  from
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from human inﬁiiutions.-_-—Thc fields and the fruits
are their own,—the regulations under which they
live are theirs—they are the proprietors and lords
of the foil, and jointly conftitute the fovereignty

of their country.~—~They are under a government
of laws and not of men.

Happry people ! whofe minds are not awed by
the dread of a mafter,” nor dazzled with the pea<
gantry of courts, nor enflaved by fuperftitious cuf-

toms and prejudices.

IT is not my province to point out the merits ot
defeéts of that federal conftitution which has em-

ploved the ableft pens—I will only offer you the
fentiment of an ingenious writer on the fubject—

€ The Conftitution defines the powers of Con-
orefs ; and every power not exprefsly delegated
to that body, remains in the feveral State legifla-
tures. The fovereignty and the republican form

of government of each State i1s guaranteed by the
conftitution ; and the bounds of juri{diction be-

tween the federal and State governments are mark-
ed with precifion. In theory, it has all the energy
and freedom of the Britith and Roman gOVeIN«
ments, without their defets.”~—~And I mav ven-
ture to add, that whatever defeéts appert;ain to
this plan of government, it has this perfe&ion, it

prefcribes a remedy for them, and contains within
' itlelf
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itfelf the means of its own cure—a circumftance

which ought to have its weight in the minds of
all oppolers !

Ir, from a vile affemblage of vagrants and ro-
gues, the wifeft and moft virtuous nation that ever
exifted, deduced its origin, under the wife confti-
tution and laws of Romulus—what may not be ex-
pected from an enlightened, virtuous and heroic
people, who have the advantage of the wifdom and
experience, under a conftitution formed by thelr
frec {uffrages and combined wifdom, of all thofe
who have gone before them ?-—-Though much 1s

already effeCted—though wonders are wrought,
yet much ftill remains to be done.—~Great wifdom

and candour, both in public and private conduét,
—oreat fteadinefs and perfeverance will be necef-
{ary in order to reap all the advantages which this
happy event may prcduce.

WHAT bleflings may they fecure to themfelves
and pofterity by a wife improvement of the pre-
fent occalion ? What glorious profpeéts open to
view when we contemplate the {cope given to the
human mind for exertion,—the extenfion of com-
merce—the progrels of fcience, agriculture, ma-
nufactures; and all the }aleafuring and ufeful arts
of refined fociety, which naturally flow from in-
dependence, and a-government asjuft in its prin-

ciples



[ 17 ]

¢iples and firm in its texture, as itis free in it$
formation ? The vaft trats of uncultivated
lands; and their rapid population, prefent us with
a moft extenfive theatre for human a&ion, and the
moft magnificent empire on which the {fun ever

fhone.—Hither fhall the opprefled of all nations
flee for fafety, and find a refuge tfrom the encroach-
ments of reftlefs ambition !—The hand of induftry

fhall change the haunts of wild beafts into fruit-

ful fields—the wildernefs fhall bloffom as a rofe—
the defert become vocal with the praifes of God.

The friendly bofom of the earth fhall nourith and

unfold to her noble lord, the induftrious farmer,
her inexhauftible fources of fupport and wealth—
and pour forth her bleflings, through the extended

channels of trade and commerce, to all quarters"
of the globe. While the Eaft-Indian partakes
-~ of her dainties, the hardy fons of Kamt{chatka, in

rude mirth, haill the American navigator, who 1n
exchange for the {uperabundance of our produce

receives the wealth-giving furrs and other effeéts
of the frigid zone.

THuEsE improvements and advantages ate not
the doubtful prognoftics of fancy, nor the chime-
ras of enthufiatm.—They are already realized in
part—nor is this Town and State unacquainted
with fome of thofe advantages :—Soon fhall your

B adventurous



[ 18 1

adventurous fons relate on India’s fcorching fands

the enterprizing {pirit of our merchants—foon
fhall her inhabitants regale them{elvas with the ge-

nerous fruits of your hufbandry, and amply repay
your labour with the delicious produéts of her
foil 3—and as this intercourfe will leffen the price
of your imports it will increafe the value of your

produce.

WHETHER America will ever reap all the | ad«
vantages, and realize all the pleafing profpects

which offer themfelves to view, depends very

rnuch on the wifdom, unanimity and firmnefs of
her inhabitants in this critical. and moft intereft-

ing period.

CerTaIN it is that 4 moft extenfive field is now
opened before every friend of his country, to dif-
play his utmoft abilities in providing for its peace
and fafety, and promoting 1ts honour and prof‘pe-
rity in the {fphere in which they {everally move.—
Society is compofed of individuals—they are parts
of the whole,—and when each one moves in his
own orb, and fills his own ftation, the {yftem will
be complete, —each will enjoy his proportion of

cood, and be entitled to a juft tribute of honour
and applaufe from the whole,~—~Every true friend

of
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of fociety will confider the importance of good

covernment, and cheerfully fubmit to lawful au-
thority,—will encourage and fupport public of-
ficers, in the execution of their office for the pub-
lic good,—will cultivate in himfelf and others
thofe benevolent difpofitions {o neceflary to amity
and friendfhip ; and thofe principles of 1ntegrity,
honefty and juftice which lay the foundation of
mutual confidence, and the prefervation of peace

and harmony—and, what is above all worthy of
confideration, it will fecure the friendfhip and

proteétion of that Almighty Being, whofe provi-
dence rules over all—to whofe controul all fecond
caufes and fubordinate agents are fubject.

TuE privileges put within our reach.are of fuch
magnitude that they ought to fire every breafl

with a fixed determination to adopt that line of
conduét which will effectually fecure the proffered
- good.—The confequences ot our prefent conduct

will reach into future ages, and affe¢t the un-

known millions who will come after us.

W hat confideration of {fo much weight could arife
in the minds of parents to draw forth their exer-

tions to fecure the bleffings which the propitious
hand of divine providence now offers, and tranf-
mit them to pofterity ?

“ WHERR
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e« WuERE property is fecure, and men allowed
to enjoy the fruits of their own labour, thev are

capable of efforts unknown in thofe countries
where defpotifm renders every thing precarious,
and where a tyrant reaps what {laves have fown,”

—faid an European obferver ; and adds,—¢¢ The
chilling effects of defpotic opprefiion, . or the be-
nign influence of freedom ana commerce, {trikes

the eye of the moft carelels traveller.”

By our independency we are not only frecd from
the thackles of encroachnm monarchy, and are
raifed to a rank among the nations of the earth,

but the way is opened for the cultivation of the:
moft ufeful knowledge and the pratice of the moft

exalted virtues; and the prefervation of any re-

publican form of government depends inﬁnite]y
more on a creneral diffufion of thefe than on.the

form itfelf.—What could give a more pleafing
profpet of the future ftability of this empire than
that {pirit of enquiry which is gone forth fo ge-
nerally through the land ?—The inftitution of
colleges, academies, and literary {ocieties have
encreafed the means of knowledge—Nor can you

eafily eftimate the advantage which this vicinity
derives from yonder feat of the Mufes.

KNOWLEDGE
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K~owLEDGE has as favourable an afpect on re-
ligion as on civil fociety.—The religion of the 1g-
norant is fuperftition—Icnorance is the parent of

blind devotion, and fuch devotion generates the
wildnefs of enthufiafm.—Such will not enquire,
with candour and impartality, after truth, nor
‘pralice the great duties of benevolence.

K|

A rrEE Intercourfe with the world by an exten-
five commerce not only prepares the way for the
acceflion of wealth, but it unfetters and expands
the human mind, and prepares it for the reception
of liberal {cience and the practice of the moft amia-
It removes prejudices, and, by

an acquaintance with other nations, 1t foftens .

ble virtues.

the mind towards them, enlarges the benevolent
affeétions, and extends the empire of humamty to

all the world.

Tue happy effeés of the American revolution
are felt far beyond the bounds of America.—

—The opprefled Irelander has been exonerated of
an infupportable burden, and is permitted, in part
to tafte the fweets of independence with us.—The
{pirit of toleration, of which we fo highly boaft,
is gone forth and fpread itfelf far through Europe.
—The bigotry of the Catholic, and the refent-
ment of the oppreflfed Proteftant, have fubfided—

the one no longer efteems the temple polluted in |
which
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which the unhallowed foot of the other has trod-

\

den ; but can f{ucceed each other with their own

modes in the fame houfe, facred to the {fervice of
the {fame God.

May the fpark of liberty, which has been kin-
dled on the American altar, be blown into one
pure univerfal flame, and irradiate the whole
world of intelligent beings.—No longer let the
lovers of freedom impioufly dare trample under
foot the natural rights of others—nor wreft, by
violence or fraud, from their own dumain, Africa’s
unoffending {fuons.—May the happy time be haft-
ened when the reign of tyranny and oppreflfion, of
every defcription, fhall forever ceafe,—when the
majefty of laws fhall be fuperior to that of Kings,
—when the happy influences of a mild and bene-
volent rehigion fhall be univerfally felt, putting a

final period to the baleful effeéts of bigotry, fu-
perftitien and perlecution for confcience fake,—

when the nations of the earth fhall learn war no
more !

I cannot be neceflary, after what has been faid,
to dwell on the importance of attending to the re-

gular education of children and youth—it muft be
evident, on the leaft refletion, that not only the

growth and happinefs, but the very exiftence of
republican
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republican government depends upon the culture
of the mind and morals of the rifing generation ,——
Let the hiftory of fallen republics admonith you
of the danger of neglecting to nourith them by
public education, and to {trengthen them by pub-
lic virtue !—Nor is education lefs neceffary to do-
meftic peace ard perfonal enjoyment, than to the
well-being of fociety.

THE great encouragement given to induftry by
the avenues of commerce which are continually

opening to us, is a refletion that cannot have ef-
caped any one.—By this means a market is found

for your prodults, and their comparative value is
enhanced.—Indufltry 1s the only.fure road to’
wealth,—and while 1t encreafes the ftock, it con-
tributes to the health—-—pfomotcs the virtues, and,

of courfe, adds to the happinefs of a people.

ALRTEADY have we exEGricnced 1 material ad- -

vantage from the recovery of this fource of every
cood to {ociety.—Nor are we a little indebted to
the fair part of the community for the vaft increafe
of our manufaéures.—T he profits of their indui-
try lay claim to this public tribute of applaufe.—
To them muftit be principally afcribed that 1n
this town the mahufa&ures of the laft year, ona |

loofe calculation, exceed thoft of five or fix years
before
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before by an hundred thoufand yards, the value
of which cannot be computed at lefs than 30,000

dollars.—Thus are we returning to the fruitful
paths of induftry more rapidly than we dcchined

from them,

WE have now little to fear from our enemies,
but every thing to hope from the fituation, extent
and refources of our country ; and from the en-
terprizing {pirit of 1ts inhabitants.—Under the
{miles of approving heaven, may they proceed and
proiper in every uleful art—-encreafing in know-
ledge and virtue, until they become as con{picuous
{or the purity of their morals as for the equality
and perfection of their government !

May no one, this day, prove himfelf unworthy
the freedom he enjoys, by a condué inconfiftent
with the purelt pleafures,—Dby any thing unbe-

May

remperance, {obriety and decorum prefide over all

coming him as a man, as a chriftian !

our joys, and be our conftant attendants through

tne various walks of life.—Then may we look
forward with hope and joy, through all the varia-
tions of imperfe@ government, and the ftruggles
of the contending paliions of men, to a ftate of

more perfect fociety,—rto that grand community
where < univerfal love fmiles on all arcund.”



