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ORATION.

#PLLOW CITIZENS,

AN \UV ER....;RY I‘cfhvals -are inftitutions of fhé.

fng‘heﬁ anthmty yet though of high antiquity, their ufefulaetd
has not been commenfurate with their age. - Except the religious
ritéé:of the Jews; and the Egyptian rejoicings on the annual inun-
dationr of their country by ithe overflowing of the Nile, hiftory.re-
cords but few inftances of public utility, bemg made the occaﬁon
of ftated public feftivify. On the other haiid, fiot only have the
fplcndrd flaughters of Alexander, and of Ceéfar, tempted their flaves
- to forget “the facrifice they coft; but from the réign of Pharaoh
to that of the tyrant George,  have the united éfforts® of P‘oets;
Orators, and Muficians, beert firained tocélebrate the- retummg

birth day of every contemptibie: creature who EVEr _worc 4 cmwn.

¢ Monarchs who with ragture wﬂd N
¢ Hear their own: pml’cwﬁh moisths of gaping’ wonder ; ..

€ A:nd datch ezch crotchet of thc bzrth-day thun&er."

We will not thus profam: the day.
¢ Not now a venal tribe (hall raife,
The fong of proftituted praife, - -
| 'To fovereigns who have feig’d their powers SRR
" But'at this gay, thisliberal hour, L
- We blefs twhat heaven defign’d,.
The health of humsn kind.”

The flattery fometimes beftowed on'the PBOPié,".iS as perniciots as
the praile of kings, it alpires to the fame end, by the fame means.

Kingsare men; they are made giddy by adulation, fo are the pege
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ple. Henceboth are occafionally the prey of {ycophants, as theg-
happen to be the {ource of power 1n a ftate,

Citizens, The principles.of this day afford a more pleafing
theme than the imperfettions of men.  The declaration of In.
dependence contains a folemn national recognition of the principles
of Liberty and Equality; from which the American people can
never recede, + Should thefe principles be generally exploded, or
contradifted by the habitual condutt of our government, this con-
tinent would become the odium of the creation, and its inhabitants.
would be defignated in hiftory as a people undeferying the fmiles
of heaven. But fhould our pratice afpire to the perfeftion of our
theory, this declaration fhall be a monument to our praife, when
brafs and marble {hall be confounded in ¢ The wreck of matier,
and the crufh of worlds.”

Propricty forbids, that in the firft country where thefe princi-
ples were natienally recognized, any thould be ignorant of the full
import of the terms.

Though the external appearance, the degrees of knowledge,
the habits of thinking, and the modes of life are infinitely
varied among men by the circumftances around them; Yet,
all men. are equal. They are all. defcended from the fame pa-
rents; there is no internal difference in the itructure of their bod-
ies, or. in the general capacity of their minds. The {tature and
longevity of the moft remote nations, do not vary more than-thofc
of individuals in the fame family ; they all perform digeftion, den-.
tition, {ecretion, and excretion in. the fame manner; they are all
agitated by the fame paflions, and all exprefs them in the fame natu-
ral gefticulations, All nations ufe the righ¢ hand in preference
to the left. Al are acquainted with the ule of fire, and all have
dominion over the brute creation. They are all liable to the {fame
difeafes, they all die the {amedeath, and they all revert te the fame
original matter. |

¢ ] dreamt that buried in my fellow clay,
Clofe by my fidea common beggar lay ;
Andas {o mcan ap objefl hurt my prides



L5 ]

Thus, like a corpfle of quality I cried,
Scoundrel ! begone, and henceforth touch me not;
More manners learn, and at a diftance rot.
Scoundrel ! in {till more haughty tonc cried he,
Proud lump of earth, I fcorn thy pride and thee,
Here all are equal, my humble lot is thine,

That is thy rotting place, and this is mine.

In a well regulated community, men generally have an cqual
capacity for ufefulnefs; every hufbandman indeed, would not
make a good magiftrate, neither would every magiitrate make a
good hufbandman, .

The parallel mlght be extended to cvery depaxtrncm of hfe,
and arguments deduced to prove, that talents differ in kind, rai.hcr

than indegree,

This deftrine of equality takes from the virtuous poor, every
motive of felf abafement before his fellow man, and by attach-
ing relpett to ulefulnels alone, teaches condeicenfion to thofe
in exalted ftations, and does not, like the Gothic prejudice of an-
tiquity, make every thing bow down toproperty, which may be
acquired by a villain, or inherited by a fool.

From the equality of man, naturally refults his right to libertv,
The liberty of doing what does not injure another, . This includes
Religious liberty, meaning therebv, the privilege of ‘WOIﬂ’IlPPlng
God my own way, or of not worfhipping him in any way. No
+zn Thould interfere between me and the Creator, becaufe any
man would be injured by my interference.between the Creator -

and him,

Perfonal liberty. The right of letting a price on my own la-
bour, z2nd chooﬁng my employer. No man fhould be allowed to
have a property in mv perfon, and whip me at his pleafure
hecaule any man would be injured by my having a property n
his per‘on, and whipping him at my p:caiurc.

Civil Liberty. The right of choofing perfons to tran{z&t pube
lic bufinefs, in the fame mzpner as other perfons do who are tax-<
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lable to tyvrants ondy.

Tral by Jurviansll cafes. No fingic man fhould have the
rower of bantfhing another in any cafe, becaufe anv man would
be inurca by being made hiable to CI:angr‘: places with a per{bn 15
Lamifhed, No man fhould be puni{hrd tor any oflence azainit
another, by anv law, wh ercby any otiicr man could not be p umfn-
cd for a fimiler ohance 2 gall "t him.

In vain ere thefe libertics acknowledged to be unalienable * riglits,
1nlels t'-"'cv arc ﬂua*dcu bv l1oer Ly of communication of {entiment.
For if the conduft of thofe who adminifier government “be not a
fubje€t of inveltigation, ther reelettion is almoil a matter of

coure, ana thus the eleéiive franchile may be rendered nng:*:torj.'.
AMWherers 1t s the opinions of our utielt politicians, that the
right of cleCtion, fagaciouflv exercilea, by o people 7ealiy free, 1s

julacient to defeat the mofl formiaanle (‘unlp racv 'l""'llnﬁ, iyoeriv,
_An op:nicn winch has the fanftion of experience.

\Ve have often been toid that l“" will of the Il""‘f ‘it}' Cil’_;f'it O
. . L . + -
ey and this has heen gcnczaliv admitted as a {uihicient aeii-

raen of Iibertv, In fome countries 1t s orten the wiil of tice
inxrerity that an individual fhould be rosited, and eaten. This
My lw conftitutional, and the dyieg murmurs of the vichim mzy
o ~dien: but itis not o ealy to aifcern the liberty of tae calo,

'ﬁl" Il -

NP {)1‘111" } {neak (‘{_‘)IICCtl) \“]’"Cﬂ WwWE {3} ’ that the V‘u’hl Of the nl?jor't'f
35 lew. And the principle of Equality, the teft w hcleb} we @
CUTL 11; 1LC Contd ency of that 1«1‘.\", Whh 111‘€,rt"d‘ and I“f".;...

Iut gt has teen faid, “that men qive up 2 pm!: 1 O
T,

}'EE;*{}-, wlien they enter ihcicl\' : and th: Jt It 18 diihcu .'.t 1o afc-“rt 211
‘ .
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what Tigpts ould he Cven . NG WA 1 t‘*i::cr‘l ""

1
} ¥ ‘
2t 18 aiificulr, to ceduce a {olid con clu.lon feom Seatals ofikv

r. L

It would be as corred to {1+, thet &ilies lofe the fzcultv of exift-
ing on landy when theyv betake the*lm‘*]\?c:*ﬂ to t’”e water ; becaulc

man 18 no moere found out of IOCIC?) ) than fithes 2re found out Of

water,  MHumon ;m’r‘ s then atl relate to focmtv* They were fuf-

r 1 Y }

}.. {lﬁhl 100, Wien ]t. Wwas {ulh, Nnar & el 1'1:15 a ,g.'“_ 1O d\) CIl~
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ty that which will mot injurc another.  In propm'tion as ony COM-
mnity refbrams its members equally or otherwiie 1n this reflpeét
vt ey be faid to approximate to, or recede from, a goverment of
liu....!l'.'

It will be time enough to reafon upon {olitary rights, when
our navigzators find a {olitary race of men.

Citizens,  If we would form correft ideas of hyman jun{pru-
cence, 1t1s a fhorter way to revert to the principles of our nature,
t1an to flounder 1 the trammels of authors, whoic Herculean talle
' has been, to reconcile the prattice ofdelpotzfm, with the theory'
! {recaom.

The annals of mankind abundantly prove, that it is more eafly
{3 2C f;_L,nc freedom, than to prelerve it.  Without a genelal pre-
‘ence of virturus fentiment, men are always ready to {furrender
._‘-.-._;1 rignts for d’l.i)()!‘ﬂ;}r"glﬂtlﬁcatlﬁﬂ : but worfe than this, men
¢ roicrably lober habits, have often luch an averfion from appli-
stion, that they {hrink from their moft obvious dutigs, and re-
Liammg igrorant of thewr country and 3ts concerns, entruft both
to the guidence of artiul demagogues, whole objeft 1t 1s to con-
vert the offices of the ftate into a fee fimple for themlelves ; or ary

siheritance for their dependants,

A flnte like ours, can never foll at once, fo many barriers are
provided by our Iederal and State conftitutions, that the people
C3nnot caﬁh' be taken b/ furprize, It 1s neverthelels proper
10 guard them again{t the operation of thole caufes which may
1:ace this country in the catzlogue of nations, that have acquired
and loir their liborties, | |

Y - - . e
vehen the fervants of the people offume the airs of maflers,

en ti:ey are urgent m their claims for conhidence, when they
Loalt loudily of forme: iervices, when . they clamoroulily accufe
rnolz who oppo'e them fd agaimt the {ftate, when their
»e.bierents cdvocate principles uavcxﬁvc of cq aalityy when terror
Lunerceaes convidtion, abeve all, when they {eem to feck per-
:;‘:(:tmw or clefiion, ....nd by an appeal to forr'e, contefs themr ina

1

capuctty to perfuade; the pcop ¢ ithould dhp;... = {uch {ervan:s

~ kY
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frlt legal opportunity. They can do little good, and may do rauch
evil,

Our liberties may bec much endangered by the deplorable
{tate of our militia laws. It 1s a pity though the hiftory ot the
world is {o full of the ufurpations of {tanding armies, that all our
flates have {o far negletted the fafer mode of defence, as to afford 2
pretext, at lealt, for cmploying thofe dangerous proteftors. A
{ittle refle€tion would convince us, that an armed and difciplined
nation, would be fo 1nvulnerable, as to defy external violence,
and a confidence refulting from a contemplation of the national
force, would preclude the pofhibility of future governments,
draining the public purfe by expenfive armaments, or alarming the
credulous by the terrors of invafion, By our numbers and difci-
pline, we fhould be always ready for war, and by our armics, con-
{ifting folcly ofthe people on whom the expence would fall, we
fnculd always be difpoled for peace.

We may incur fome rifk from defects in the conftitution of our
courts of juftice, ard allo by a perverfion of the forms of liberty.
Man i1s much influenced by hope and fear.,  Judges 1n our courts
are appointed by the executive, and hold their offices during good
behaviour. They may by the fame authority be appointed to other
offices, during the time they continue to be Judges. They are
not therefore {o independent as they are capable of being made.
Tt might be wile to place them without the reach of liope or fear.
Future Prefidents fhould have no dangerous influence in courts
of juftice, Of all the forms of liberty which may remain after
the {pirit is evaporated, trial by jury ftands con{picuous. Juries
are not neceflarily proofs of freedom, unlefs they are fairly chofen.
In all cales which occur between man and man, there is reafon to
believe tney are fairly cholen; but when a conteft takes place be-
tween an executive ofhicer, and a private citizen, perhaps the mode
of friking juries might beimproved.

If the nature of a reprefentative government be not well un-
derftood, 1t may alfo degenerate into the mofl incurable ty-
ranny; becaufe the more a form of government approaches to
liberty, 1f the fpiurit is defpotic, the greater is its probability
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of permanence. It 1s a fiftien of Englifh common law,.that
every man is bound to obey the law, becaulec hec is prefent at
the making of it, alluding to an ancient privilege called ¢ Frank-
pledge,” which, vefted in every houfe kecper paying ordinary
rates, all eletion rights, and this Frankpledge, or burgage tenure,
or elettion right, was to be annually proved.

No lefs authority than Magna Charta, requiring view of F ranke

pledge, tobe at the feaft of St. Michael without occafion, that is,
without waiting for any other circumftance than the return of the
period we call Michaelmas, Magna Charta is obfolete, Frank-
pledge is loft. About twelve thouland men, now elett a majority
of the Britifh parliament ; to which the boroughs of Midhurit and
old Sarum, containing together two houles, fend half as many meme
bers as the metropolis, which centains a million.of fouls. This
mockery of reprefentation which lawyers call virtual reprefentation,
is yet the lole ground on which that law claims obedience to itfelfa
The American people werenot fatisfied with this virtual reprefenta-
tion. In vain were they told that they were included 1n the maner
of Faft Greenwich,which wasagain included in the county of Kent,
and that they were as well reprefented as Leeds or Manchefter.
They claimed aftual reprefentation, or ¢lfe exemption from exe
ternal taxation. This was the fole caule of the war.

No [ooner did peace allow our citizens time to form a regular gova
ernment, than the principle of aftual repréfentation, was reduced to
practice,both by apportioning the reprefentativesto the conltituents,
and by requiring from the candidates, refidence inthe ftate they re-
prefent. This looks like freedom. The people cannot all be prefent,
-therefore they fend aneighbour to fay for them what he conceives
they would fay if they were prefent, The opinion of a majority
{o chofep, and fo a€tuated, may fairly be called #* the {tate’s colleft«
ed will,”?

Some on the other hand affert, that a lemflator once chofeny

is no more amenable to the people, but is to be influcnced by

his 6wn judgment only, - If this be true, he fhould be called the

yeprefentative of himfelf, and the mafter of the people, Your
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cleltions in this cafe, would-only cxcel thofe of Great Britaig
in as much as you choofe this mafter for a fhorter period. Jtis
of no corisequence that he refide among you, for why thould he be
required to know a will, which is to have no bias on his own?
"The precaution of apportioning the reprelentatives to the conftit.
ucnts, would on this theory, havé béen ufclefs, For were they
21l to be chofen by a fingle individual, they might be fully adequate
to every purpofe of mere legiflation.  Since then it is obvious,
that rthe conflitution means, litcrally, that they fhould be repre-
fentatives, let the people beware, left when they want a fervant,
¢hey hire a mafier. ,

Impartiality compels us to aveow, that though the luft of power
on the part of governors, is the general cauie of the lofs of liberty,
et it may be endangered by the licentioulneis of the people.

~ Think not, O Citizens, that a turbuleat, reftlefs, litigious peo-
pic, can long be free, It s of as much confequence, that you

fupport lawful authority, as that you refift the encroachment of
DOWeT,

IHHe who obitrults the operation of juft and cqual laws, 1S
a5 much the enemy of his country, as he who contrives or abcLS
uncqual and oppreilive ftatutces, |

tHe who indiicrimmately cenfures the fervants of the people,
{lecls them agamil convittion; as much as he who belpatters with
abufe, tholc who aim to {ftem the torrent of innovation, and to
¢zan{mit to pofterity their hard earned lrberties,

How fhall 'we vent our indignativn on the men who rife
in open arms again{t the conflitutional alts of lawful govern-
fents?  Let us rank them with thole, who while they fecretly
scjoice at the exceffes they affeft to deplore, deduce from them ar-

quments unfavorabie to liberty ; and thus betray the conltitution
¢ with a Ki1i."”’

Citi?e,.:s. The permanence of liberty, prefuppofes in the peo-
e, knowledge, virtue, and pol tical vigilance. Flatterers, (whole
co{‘r‘;_:l:'nf:n..s “ooft hem lite le) Lave often told yeu, that you pols
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{efs thefe qualities in a mere eminent degree than any other peopld
.n earth. It would have been more candid, had they told you,
that your knowledge might be much increafed, that your virtues

might be heightened, and that they themlielves were the proper
objetts of your political vigilance, '

Citizens. Though our fublunary ftate will ever be chequered
with imperfeftions; we have this day great caufe for thankfulnels,
Our local prolperity is perhaps, unexampled-=our agriculture is
improving~-=Literature excites attention—=Education 1s growing
into repute—~~Urbanity, and fuavity of manners, encrcale witl
population; and our political horizon is brightening.

Let each onc lay his hand upon his heart and fay, Nor vn<

to us, O LORD, nor unrous, sUT unto THY NAME
¢ivE GLORY,




