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Porrians, 11/: Fver, 1803.
S, |
- THE Scle&men of the town of Portland, return
Jou toarks for the judicious, fentimental, and well adapied
Oration, you h.ve this day delivered. It avas beard by
them with pleafure ; and bas met with general approba
tion. They think a perufal of i awill be ufeful as w-ll a:
Dleafing te athers avho may bave an oppertunity to read it—
Thhey thercfore requft @ copy of i for the prifi.

SAMUEL FREEMAN,

JOSEPH H. INGRAHAM,

JOSEPH TITCOMB,
Rev. Tmorny Hi_u.unn._

Porriavp, Fyers, 1803.
GENTLEMEN, '

UNCONSCRUS of de/érwna the flattering epittesy
you beflow, yes awilling to gratify y-ur wifbes, I cheerfully
commit my piece to your difprfal, with a bope ihat your

expellations may not be wholly difappeinted.
1 am, Gentlemen,

Your ebedient Servant,
And faithful Friend,

TIMOTHY HILLIARD,
The SzrrcTMmen of Portland.
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'THE birth-day of American liberty
onuld never be forgotten. Let it be obferv-
Ed to diftant ages as a fea& of grautude, and
decent 3oy

- But what has 4 perfon dcvoted to retired
and grave purfuxts, to do with the celebratxon
of political eras! How fhall he bring up to
your lively recolle&ion fcenes which he did nop
witnefs ; which therefore cannot be defcribed
by him’ wn'h the pecuhar fe"lmg and glow of
cxpenen(:e Happlly for me, a retrofpe& of
thofe great events which this day is calculated
{o revive in your memory, has fo often been
mdmged on fimilar occafions, that it becomes
3 lefs Receflary branch of the duty I am now
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go perform But, our country fijli )ivcs,,
and claims an affeCtionate regard from every
citizen. Patriotifm is univerfal i in her opera-
tion. Her facred ﬁame may warm the breaft
of a hermit. The walls of his lonely cell may
refound the pubhc praxfe, or hﬁen to the
Jamentation of public crimes.

Every perlod of national exiftence fure
nifhes events upon which contemplatnon muf}
love to dwell. 'Whatever have been the pe-

culiarities of our former condition, yet when
they are made to pals in review before the
mind, they ought not fo far to abforb our
attention, as to prevent our moticing the oc-
currences of every day, or fuffering our im,
agmauon, guided by probable COH_]C&UI'C, tQ
wander into futurity.
- The American States were founded to
be free. They poflefs largenefs of territory,
and exuberance of foil ; while they command
an extent of coaft which allows them to
tranfport the fruits of their indultry to the
molt diftant regions.' The firft fathers of
our country were a band of freemen ; and in
the caufe of independence they embarked on
an ocean of dangers. The principle which
they brought in their bofom from their native
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shamen Giael
———

foil, grew with their years, and ripened ag
they advanced in ftrength and profperity.—w

The kingdom from which they emigrated,
for a long time, claimed the right, as they
d.fcharged the duties of prote&ion. In this
ftate, the infant colonies made rapid progrefs
in thofe attainments, which prepared the way
for their becoming a great and powerful peo-

ple. ‘But foon a period arrives of the higheft

confequence, both to the parent country, and

Rer favourite child ; who was now near being

of age, and irad begun aiready to anticipate
the purfuits, the pleafures and cares of an in-
dependent life.  Like all other queftions of
importance, that of emancipation from a ftate
which had now grown irkfome, created a di-
vifion of fentiinents; But, not%ithﬁanding‘
fome exceptions, it was the general voice
among the colonifts—* let us live free or

die.”  The refojution was bold and deter-

n:iined : and their {ubfeqinenf condut exhi-

bited a difplay of the fame fpirit by which it
was breathed, Under the direion of a gra-
Sous Providence, their untaught, yet nervous
aim obtained the objeft which had fong oc-
cupied their thoughts, and roufed their moft
s*dent exertions. The fczle which finally
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furhed in their favour, on fome eccafiond

was balanced ; while on others, it equally
yibrated between the two fata] extremes.—e
At length the paffions of the contending par-
fiés, wearied with tneir own convulfions,
fought tranquillity in the bofom of peace.—
The welcome giieft arrives ;-—-after the moft.
dreadful fcourge of mankind, for years, had
been fcattering every where terrors and defo,
Jations. ,
| By' contemplatmg féme of tbe advanf
tages which have followed a rcvolutxon fo
maufpmlous in its commencement ; fo pre}
carious, yet c’nterpnﬁng in its progrefs ; nd
{o glorious in its conclufjon ; we fhall be
eafily led t¢ !'urvey the ground oa which w¢
ftand at the prefent moment. .

No fooner had dur cxﬁzcns bcgun to
nfpxre from the eonfufions of war, than we
find them bent upon framing a conftitutiony
of government, which fhoald embrace, as
far as poffible, the withes; the habits, and
interefs of 2 numerous and diverfified people.
Thefe conlpired to point out the _repubhcan.
form of adminiftrition ;—a form which has
the fingular recommendation of being the
piddle way between the extremes of defp‘o:"
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iTm cmd democracy. In recolle@ing the
fplendid abilities dlfplayed on this occafion,
as well as amidft events immediately preced-
ing ; we naturaily advert to a fentiment which
alleviates, in fome meafure, the calamities of
war. Goods andills are often fouad to exift
together, in the fame feries of events. Thus
war, though to be avoided as the greateft of
évils, yet, withall its ravages and alarms, is
often produtive of eminent advantages. It
elevates the foul of a nation, and calls her
hidden powers into action. It creates great
talents, and great men. A fingle name is
fufficient to exemplify this remark. WasH-
INGTON, whofe higheft praile is not to at-
fempt his praife ;—W asHiNGTON ftands firft
on that phalanx of illuftrious men, who led
your armies to vitory and to freedom.-—-
Blendlng in his charafer the different prop-
erties of a rmhtar} and pohucal life, he cool-
ed the ardors of battle amidit the calm de-
hberauons of rcturmng peace. He was cal-
led to prefide in the affembly which gave
exiftence to onr prefent conftitution ;—an
inftrument, which, amidft opinions the moft
divergent, forms a central point, where all
dre finally mingled a%c_l loft.



After thai fyftem of organization had
taken place, which, during its prcgrefs, coft
fo much anxiety ; the free fuffrages of his
countrymen placed the man, who was erm-l
nently the father of the people, in the civil
chair. This fituation he retained with equal
glory to himfelf, and happinefs to his fellow-
citizens, until he chofe to indulge the diftant
and fweet recolle&tion of his toils, in the
fhades of his beloved Vernon.  But before
this final retreat, he call.d his children about
him, and like Jacos, gave them his folemn
counfel and blefling. They proved the words
of a dying friead ; for he was foon fubjeéted
to that deitiny which greatnefs cannot avert.

A numerous catalogue might be made
of names, who were diftinguithed in the
¢ourfe of the revolution, or have rifen to
eminence in the management of public affairs
fince that period.  But, if the lines of national
greatnefs were thus fketched upon the face of
tumult ; if the rays of American glory darted
through the glooms of war ; what might not
have been expected from the uniforim fire of
freedom, from the regular purfuits of a fe-
eure and honorable peace.
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One of the nobleft cffefts ot patriotic

4

exertion hasappeared in prelerving our Stateg
from beinz involved in the confufions and
blood of Europe. Dangers have threatened
on every fide. By a fingle falfe ftep €ither to
the righy hand or left, we might have plunged
beyond the hope of recovery.  But through
calm and prudent meafures, withfvigorous
execution, the evil has hitherto been avoided
which there was every reafon to dread. All
have profeffed themfclves the lovers of peace,
yet have differed about the means of its pre-
fervation. Since, however, the method pur-
fued has been crowned with fuccefs, we ex-
_perience a happy proof of the wifdom and
difcernment by which it was fuggefted.

‘The continuance of this tranquil ftate
has furnifhed zn opportunity for the fpirit of
liberty to expand, and to put forth its genu-
ine fruits.  Ilow amply have the natural
wifhes of the human mind been graified in
this refpe&@ ? What various experinxcnfs have
fhown the benefit which refults from the
delicate, yet powerful fentiment of frecdom ?
Yar from being limited to mere condiiion, it
pervades the public mind. ‘lransfufing iticlf
through the poiitical Fody, it not only regu-

lates ail the fprings of altivitv, colleted as
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the feat of life, but reaches the moit feebic
and remote extremities.

 Genius is daily becoming lefs dependent
upon foreign helps, by fearching the depth
of her own refources. She has- alrcady dif-
tinguifhed herfelf in many ufeful branches of
knowledge and invention. Her efforts have
excited attention in the world of antient le:-
ters ; and fpecimens of her early {kil] have
been fought and granted. Americans, pof-
fefled of ftrong mental abilities,as well as of ev-
ery ex_tér;'o; advantage, promile, in the courfe
of years, to fupply many defelts in the volume
of difcovery ; while they are rapidly clothing
themfelves with the moft lubftantial improve.
ments of forexgn learning.

It is true, a great proportion of the ufefu]
arts find a powerful check in the eafy com-
municati>n which fubfifts between the United

States, and the moft commercial nations of
| the earth. But, what 1s loft in one way is
gained in another.  For the free and exten-
five trade carried on by our citizens, prevent.
ing that receflity which is always moft fraitful
of invention, has its origin in their enterprile
and induftry, and finds its protetion in the
natxonal ftrength. From this readinefs with
whlch moft of the manufa&ures in ufe are
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chiained, multitudes are faved from fedeyty-
1y and unwholefome labours, and devote
themfelves to agriculture ; the moft pleafing
E;.md honourable employment, in which the
body of a community can be engaged. - The
fpirit of cultivation, affifted by an aftonifhing
‘increafe of inhabitants, forces emigration
into our immenfe interior, o that the moft
diftant and impenetrable wilds begin to blof-
/bm as the rafe.

It is a happy circumftance, that the na-
ture of our government demands the ditfu-
fion of knowledge among all clafles of people ;
and at the fame time is calculated to promote
this defirable objet. While the antient {cats
of literature retain their former profperity,
how pleafing is it to behold the {ceds of learn-
§ng fcattered among forefts ; to fee {cience
and civilization walking hand in hand, and
;nixing their influence for the improvemernt
and happinels of fociety.

The inhabitants of Maine fhould in-
dulge their mutual congratulations on the
favourable afpe¢t of their new, yet flouriihing
fetilement. Remote from the feat of gov-
ernment, and the center of population in the
State to which you belong ;3 having an abun-
dant territory, and a rapid growth ; tii= time
-,;annot be diftant when a {cparation mal taxe
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place, and the Diftri&t fhall rear her head iy
the grand council of the Union. Any im.
patience on this fubjett, however, would be
unreafonable, fince the interval of delay will
be a period of preparation for the great du.
ties of government.

There are feveral circumftances which
confpire to open before you the views of cx-
tenfive improvement in civil and fecial life.
It is with plcafure we mention here the young
and rifing eltablifhment for education in our
neighbourhood.  The liberal endowment
and flattering appearance of this inftitution,
fhould not prevent that encouragement which
it is in the power of many to beflow. It is
not eafy to {ee how a confliderable proportion
of individual property can be better applied,
than for the purpofe of promoting knowledge.
Thofe who have fons coming forward for a
public education, may at leaft fo far allow
the claims of this infant feminary, as to con-
tribute to the number cf pupils ; inftead of
yielding to a preference for others, as of
longer ftanding, or as offering, in fome ref-
pells, fuperior advantages. |

The neceflity of doing every thing in
our power for the encouragement of learn-
ing, in this portion of our community, is
perhaps greater than is at firft conceived.—
New fettlements are fubjet to floods of emi-
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—
grants, who are deftitute of regular habits.
Thefe, finding in the places where accident
has thrown them, no fyltem either of educa-
tion or religion, become confirmed in their
vices ; and bring up their families with views
and manners equally degrading as their own.
Even thofe who leave their native fpot from
good motives, and with fober morals, to join a
corrupt fociety, often relax from the rigid
principles of virtue, and even become as de-
praved as their new companions. I have
heard an old man, whom misfortune had
driven from his home into a new region, la-
ment with tears, from his owa experience,
the fatal propenfity of the human mind to
conform itfelf with the corrupt praltices by
which it is encompaffed.

Man, from a natural difpofition, as well
- as other caufes, pays fome kind of homage
to a fupreme power. Where wholly unen-
lightened he finks into idolatry ; while fu-
pernatural advantages, when obftru&ted by
ignorance, leave him expofed to the wander-
ings of fanaticifm.  Inconveniences of this
kind have been felt within our own knowl-
edge and obfervation. Every day, however,
brightens the hope of their gradually fubfid-
uig. Such a change will depend upon the
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éafe with which men of talents and letecrs
are to be obtzincd, both as public and private
inftruftors.  With the increafs of knowl-
édge, regularity may be expe@ed to prevai!
both in civil and facred concerns. |

I fhall be excufed for introducing thefe
focal obfervations, when the importance of
the prefent moment to this detached part o{
the commonwealth is calmly confidered.—
Your territofy furnithes room for a great
population. The public manners are juft
forming ; it is of the higheft ccnfequence
that they fhould be conftrulfed ipon the beft
principles. Societies, like individuals, long
retain the imprefions of youth, Hence zrifes
the neceflity of beginning well, that the re-
fult may be honourable and happy.  Futurity
is veiled from our view. Though fmall now,
you know not what part you are to a&, or
what examples you are to difplay to your
dountry and the world, | |

Before we conclude the remarks faggct-
éd by this occafion, let us once more ftretch
our eve over the rifing republic of America.
"Yhe bounties of Heaven have been lavithed
t'f’o crowd the refources of her enjoyment.
Her profperity is unexampled in the flory of
nations. But, amid{t the fplendors of her
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¢ondition, are there not fome dark fpots uphﬁ
vhich refletion fixes the gaze of regret and
alarm. It may feem pleaﬁng forever go
dwell upon the brillint parts of a fubject;
but trath, though melamholy till is truth,
and ftill demauds refpe€. ‘The ftrides of
diffipation have not been lefs wmighty than
thofe of wealth. Antient prmcxples, native
manners—whither have ye fled ? Gone, it
1s feared, no more to return ; while there
remains only your faint image and recollec-
tion [ With the efcape of thefe, have not
the feeds of diffolucion already fearched
their way into the heart of our foc1ety
Americans wxll ye not be warned by the fall
of other nations ; who, when beft defended
againt forcxg'w powers, have immerfed the
fatal dagger in their own blood ?

The citizens of thefe States, though
enlivened by the fame fun of liberty, though
engaged in cqmmon ‘and fuccefsful purfuits,
are far from [howmg the union and the affee-
tion of brothers Such is thr. complexion of
the human mmd that freedom of thought
and fpeech neceffarily implies, not only the
ex1&ence, but the proteﬂion of different opin-
ions. Ignorance and deiponfm alone are
- capable of cre"ttmg a perfc& uniformity. —
But, let me afk, is'it not poffible to differ
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and yet be friends ? Should politics rend thg
peace of families, and deftroy that focial har-.
mony which they are intended to cherifh ?
Should they plant pangs through the cxrcle of
private life, and poifon | the fprmgs of pubhc
happinefs? Inour zeal for the rights of citi.
zens, fhall we forget that wearemen ? It is
a fatal error to fuppofe, that we can dxfchargc
the duties of patrloufm, while we negle&
thofe of ph:]anthropy The true patr;ot is 2
lover of the human race he knows no other
way of promoting the good of the whole, but
by confuliing that of all its parts. |
I congratulate my fellow-citizens in this
place, on the exertions which have been made
to allay the ardors of party, by uniting all, if
not in the fame fentiments, at leaft in the
common feeling of kindnefs and confidence.
We hope your efforts have not been fruitlefs,
though they may have failed of complete fuc-
cefs. Your example will be followed by wife
‘and good men, wherever it fhall be known.
Let it then be handed abroad without any tar-
pifli from the remaining tranfa&tions of this
joyful day. While engaged in the feftivities
produced by the occafion, regard with grati-
tude and awe the notices of that God, who
gave you independence, gave you peace, with
all their train of bleffings. Remember too,
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ghat in your moft relaxed and incautious mgy
ments, you a& not for yourfelves alone, but
jfor your country, for mankind, for pofterity.

Refpeded and belovod friends of every
defcription, let us not feparate, without re:
defting on the cqndqq we are feverally to
putfue, in order to advance the glory and
happinefs of an immenfe people for ages to
come. Whatever be the ftation or employ-
ment Providence may have appointed you, let
the national peace; pfofperity, exiftence, be
the {ubje& of your daily and fervent prayers.
Let correfpondent exertions and habits recom.
mend your petitions at the throne ». heavenly
grace.

Notwithftanding occafional jevies which
ate fometimes forced by the exi genceof events,
it muft ftill be granted that militia are the bul-
wark of Independence. 1t is a fubje& of agree-
able reﬂe&ron, that you have been fuffered to
!ean quietly upon your arms, fince the mo-
ment when the proclamation of p:ace, in con-
nexion with freedom, gladdened the ears of
American citizens. Long may your repole
continue ; or only be interrupted to awaken
our recolle@ion of your ftupendous and fuc-
cefsful ftruggle for rights and for happinefs.
Long, very long, may it be before you fhall
be driven into a new conteft for the protection
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of thole bleflings, which fo many vcins havs
been opened to purchafe. Never, O never,
let Ambition force his way in*o our councils §
never let him ftalk over this fair and flourif~ing
land, to fill the peaceful brealts of our citizgns
with his frerce and cruel fires ; and depofit
the blood of thoufands, as the price of fom2
diftant, worthlefs conquelt. But at thefame
tu:ne, in prpponfon as you value the continu-
| ance of freedom and fecurity, cherifh the
P_}_‘lnqlples and the fkill of defence ;—fince it
l?as become a maxim, arifing from a corre®
knowleage_ of the ftate of the world, ihat pre-
par auons for war are the beft pledge for a la{tf
ing peace. In your military capacicy, let
order, let detency, let fouf combine to prove
that you are worthy the honor of defending 2
Repubhc —Rulers, be faithful ; citizens, be
calm. Iet the teichers of religion; and the
mftru&prs of youth know and feel their duty.
—Ye flowers ol crcatidn, ve, whofe office
is to footh both private and public care, let
not yout foft, yet mighty influence be ufed
for a meaner objet than the good of millions.
Let each one, let all add fomething to that'
fublime, and univerfal principle of Trut,
which alone can prolong exiftence, and make
happine(s worthy the name, worthy itfelf.
THE END,



