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ORATON.

THE propricty of commemorating great and momentous
cvents, has bheen established, by the usages of mankind,
in almost cvery age. -
Againare we assemhlcd to celebrate another anniver-
sary of our nation’s nativity : in the full possession, and
enjorment of the numerous and inestimable blessings,
whicli have resulted from that glorious event. The occa-
sion, then, is admnmblv adapt(.d to excite 11 us the live-
liest emotions of joy and gratitude. ]:orty two years,
only, have rolled down the current of time, since the
coinmencement of our national existence, and America

15 elevated to the first rank among the natgns of the earth.

Independent, powerful, wealthy, enlw!‘&ied and virtu-

ous, she commands the re ~,pr*(,tfnl C()‘lbld(,l“ltlon of the

world. ,

But, by cur civil and religious privileges, we are pe-
cularly distinguished from every other nation. Among
the choicest favours which indulgent heaven bestows on

+ mankind, may be reckoned the enjoyment of personal

. salety, the acquisition and protection of property, and

*" the liberty of doing whatever is promotive of their own
happiness, and docs not militate against the rights of oth.
crse  Such, however, arc the passions and propensities,
the wants and weaknesses of men, that in order to secure
these blessings, they are necessitated to enter into asso-
ciations, and unite inasystem of government, by which
the strength of the community may, on any emergency
be concentrated ; every individual constrained to }1eld
obedience, and equal protection extended to all.

Genuine social liberty requires the support and pro-
tection of just and equitable laws. Without that restraint
which is imposed on the passions of men by salutary
}dm, they have nothing left them but that mordmate,
pernicious freedom, which characterizes the rude uncui-
tivated savage, or the inhabitant of Arabia’s burning de-
serts, who, uncontrolled by any legal authority, looks
upon himself as the rightful judge and avenger of the.
wrongs and injuries done him, and not unfrequently
commits, with impumty, the most flagrant acts of cru-
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tity and injustice,  Such licentious freedom is meve to
be deprecated than despotism liscii.

Under no other form of government, however, are the
best interests of the people secured, than that which is
chosen and established by themselves: and administered
by those who are elected by them, are dependent on them
for the tenure of office, and amenable to them for their
trust. It is true indecd that some considerable privileges
may be extended to them under a despotic government ;
but if the government exist independent of the people,
they have not that sccurity for the few privileges they
possess, which depends on their acknowledged rights ;
but on the will of those who rule over them : and know-
ing that the continuance, even of those few, is extremely
uncertain, their enjoyment of them is proportionably
diminished. '

We have the peculiar felicity of living under that hap .-
py form of gov®hment which is best calculated to secure
the dearest privileges of the people. %V hile most gov-
ernments have owed their origin to usurpation, or have
been framed by chance in populur assemblies, or in cen-
quered countries by despotic authority ; ours has beeu
taken up on priimary principles, is the result of delibera.
tive wisdom, and has been sanctioned and legitimated
by the voice of the people. 1t equally guarantecs the bles.
sings of Liberty in the highest perfection of which they

- are susceptible,’to all ranks of our fellow citizens: to the

chief Magistrate of the nation, and to the humblest indi-
vidual, It wiscly guards against anarchy and confusionor:
the one hand, and tyranny androppression on the other :
while it prevents the evils of natural licentiouspess, it
presents the corrected sweets of rational liberty. That
liberty, which is so much desired by an enlightened
soul; which constitutes our highest bappiness and gives
life its charms.

Could we traverse the gloh¢, and see the situation of
its inhabitants ; how many natiens shouid we find groan-
ing under the yoke of despotism, doomed to drink the
bitter dregs of servitude, dependent for life, property and
every thing dear to them on the will of unfeeling tyrants!
But where could we behold a nation so highly favoured
as the people of America? None is there to be found.
Liberty expelled from the east has taken refuge in the
west, and here only is she enjoyed.

R * ———
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Oh Teherts, thou reddess heavenly bright,
Profuse of Bliss, and pregnant with delight !
i‘ternal pleasures in thy presence reign,

And smiling plenty leads thy wanton train ;
Lias’d of he, load subjection grows more light,
And poverty looks cheerful in thy sight:

Thou mak’st the gloomy face of nature gay,
(ziv’st beauty to the sun, and pleasure to the day.

While we felicitate ourselves, on this joyful day, at
the prosperous and happy condition of our country ; our
thoughts are naturally carried back on the various and
interesting scenes, through which we have heretofore
passed. ‘The history of other nations is chiefly nccupicd
in narrating the exploits of ambitious, unfeeling con-
querors, the cruclties of tyrants, and the miseries and
crimes of their oppressed, and degraded subjects ; while
the annals of our own country exhibit a series of events,
the contemplation of which cannot but give rise to ex-
ulting emotions,

It 1s a source of proud satisfaction, that we can trace
our descent from a race of men, who were actuated by
the purest principles of virtue and morality. Men who
had too much piety to dissemble their religious senti-
ments, and were too independent to submit to ecclesias.
tical tyranny. The motives, which influenced our an-
cestors to leave the land of their nativity, brave the dan-
gers of a trackless and’ wide-spreagling ocean, and settle
1n an inhospitable wilderness ; the fortitude and magna-
mimity with which they bore the complicated dangers,
difficulties and hardships to which they were exposed ;
their poljtical and religious principles, and love of liter-
ature ; their habits of industry and economy : their up-
rightness, circumspection and judicious policy, in rela-
tion to the barbarous natives, who, thirsting for human
‘blood, watched every opportunity to involve them in the
horrors of savage warfare ; the firmness and intrepidity
with which they resisted and overcame the combined
arms of the cruel French and Indians, whe leagued to?.c-
ther for the purpose of exterminating them from this
since happy land ; the patience and perseverance, with
‘which they surmounted the numerous obstacles which
copposed their progress till they became a people of
wealth and 4mportance, are themes peculiarly pleasing,
interesting, and profitable to every real American.




But with what tncteasing lustie, did the characier ot
oui fathers shine forth, when that memoralble period
aruved, at which it became necessary to take op arms
against the parent state.  Great Britain, observing the
rapid growth of her colonies 1n ‘mcm.a, and Jcalous of
their rising glory and prosperity, resolved toriveta yoke
upon their necks, while vet in their infairey, befor: they
should acquire the viger of mankood, and strength to
resist. But she had vet to learn that, though young,
their strength was bey ond their years, and that the sors
of free-men, who breathed the same liberal air as there
venerable fathiers, and inherited their unconquerable love
of liberty, were not to be enslaved.

The conduct of Britain, in relation to the colonies,
being now stam;cd with the odious features of tyranny,
against her oppressive measures they humbly petitioned,
remonstrated, and supplicated. But all in vain.  She
being blind to her own interest, deaf to the calls of jus-
tice, and determined to reduce our fellow.citizens to a
state of vassalage ; the only remaining aiternative was
slavery for themselves and posterity, oran awful contest
with the most potent nation on earth.  And their ardent
love of liberty, and deep-rooted hatred of tyranny, im.
mediately determined their choice,

The tremendous conflict now began.  Our coasts
were infested with formidable fleets; our shores were
invaded by veteran armies; the blood of our country-
men was shed by the cnemy ! But their resolution was
still unshaken. Though they were untutored in mili-
tary tactics, and destitute of the materials and weapons
of defence, liberty or death was their motto, and appeal.
ing to heaven for the rectitude of their causc, they un.
dismaved met the invading foc. The etherial fire of
patriotism was enkindled in cvery breast, and pervaded
all ranks of our countrymen. The fiir sex were not
strangers to the same generous flame, and by their mo-
ving cloqucnce and pqmom zeal, iucreased the ardour
of theu husbands, brothers, and lm ers, in the defence
of their country.

At this time of public tranquillity, it is difficult to
conceive the tone of herotsm, to which the souls of
{rcemen were exalted, at that perilous juncture.. All
were animated by a divine enthusiasm, which influenc.
cd them to sacrifice every private gnd personal consider.
aticn to the salvation of their country ; the implements

- — e — ~——




of husbandry were thrown aside for those of war;. our
touncils were filled by men of wisdom and the subli-
mest patriotism, and on the fourth of July, 1776, thev
pronounced us Independent.  QOn that day a nation was
born. 'That eventful, that auspicious day, epencd the
donr of happiness to the United Stites.

Great, however, were the exertions and sacrifices, by
which our independence was supported.  To detail the
exploits of our revolutionary heroes, many of whom
have long since, we trast, been translated to the man. -
sions of unmortal freedom and bliss, would be superfiu -
ois. For a knowledge of them we may recur to the
historian’s page. The struggle was arduous and pro-
tracted; during scven vears, our fields bristled with the
mnplements of war, and were moistened with the blood
of the slain.  Our towns were set on fire by the enemy ;
they marched through our territories, laid waste somc
parts of our country, desolated our dwellings, and some-
times dispersed cur unarmed, undisciplined troops.
But, though dispersed, they were not conquered ; they
would again rally and engage, and gather fresh strength
from fresh opposition. Those in the cabinet, and those
in the field were animated by an inextinguishable love of
liberty and their country. The illustriaus WasHING-
ToN led the battle, and it terminated in victory and the
highest honour to America; and in disgrace and mor-
tification to Britain,

The doubttul and long protracted contest which had
thrown a blaze of glory around our infant country, being
now happily ended; our Independence acknowledged by
Great Britain, and the other powers of Europe, and re-
lations of amity established between them and the Uni-
ted States, the public attention was naturally turned tc
our internal situation. Qur provisional government
which, like the tabernacle in the wilderness, had been
erected during our revolutionary march, was found in-
sufficient to securc the great interests of the nation.  in
order, therefore, to rai>e and support public credit, to
strengthen the union of the States, and give dignity to
the national character, it became necessary to form a
new constitution. Delegates were accordingly chosen
by the different states, who met in convention for this
purpose. And after mature deliberation, and duly
weighing all the circumstances connected with an object



of such vast importance, they agreed, 1n the most es.
sential articles of our present excellent constitution. It
was then submitted to the examination of the respective
states, by them approved and accepted, and thus became
the supreme law of the land.

Our natienal and state constitutions being established,
and our late magnanimous chief called by the unanimous
voice of his countrymen to fill the presidential chair,
and the sup of liberty shining in meridian splendour
upon us, animating and cheering were our prospects.
And indeed happy days were assigned us. We enjoy-
ed uninterrupted peace, new incentives were given tc
industry and laudable enterprise, the lucrative channels
.of commerce were opened, and our increase in wealth
and population was unparalleled. Commerce, through
a series of years, was kept in a most flourishing state,
and though occasionally much embarrassed, by the ag.
gression of foreign nations, went on increasing ; our ves-
sels covered the ocean; they visited every port, and
conveyed to our shores the productions, necessaries
and delicacies of every nation and every clime; our
revenue was immense, and wealth flowed in upon us in
abundant profusion. But such a happy state of things
could not be expected to last always.  An uninterrupt-
ed course of prosperity has never been the lot of any na.
tion. Qur country was destined to experience a rcverse
-of fortune.  The rival belligerents of Europe made their
«lepredations ; they seized our commerce: plundered
-our seamen; and confiscated and burned vessels.  An
.embargo and various restrictions were consequently laid,
by government, on our vessels, to preserve them from
itheir grasp, and commerce was swept from the occan ;
cur revenue was lost. A stagnation of business neces.
sartly ensued ; many of our wealthy, enterprising fel.
Jow-citizens were reduced to indigence ;- others, whose
occupatiens afforded them a competency, were thrown
out of employ ; the price of our surplus produce was
diminished, while that of imported articles was increased;
-and our country, especially this eastern section of it, was
impoverished.

Such was our situation, when, the clouds which had
obscured eur political horizon gathering to a storm,
war again, in 1812 broke out between the United States,
and Great Britain. Much greater evils and -privations
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sould not now but be experienced. Qur northern fron-
tier was seen in some places wrapt in flames, and the
defenceless inhabitants flying before an exasperated foe ;
our extensive and unfortified sea-coast was invested with
the hostile fleets of the enemy ; our shores were invad.-
ed, some of our towns were plundered or destroyed :
the capital of our nation, being in a defenceless stawe,
was a short time in possession of the enemy ; many
millions were expended; thousands of lives ‘were lost
in the contest, and many widows and orphans were le{'t
the weeping monuments_of their departure.

But though the effects of the late war were very dis.
tressing in some parts of our country, and arc.yct sensi-
hly felt, still we may reflect with pleasure and delight,
on the valour and bravery, which were*in many instan-
ces displayed by our countrymen, and by which the
high character of our nation has been maintained. The
cenduct of our naval heroes has reflected much honor
on their country, and secured to themselves imperish-
able fame. The enemy, whose syperiority in naval
prowess had so long been acknowledged, was z2larmed
and astonished at their gallant achievements. They
have, to use the language of an eloquent speaker, ﬁxed
the stars of our flag in the heavens, as a new and brilliant
constellation in this western hemisphere; a sign n
which we conquer; our heavenly guide to victory. The
brave Jackson and our other heroes, for their glorious
exploits, will ever live in the affections of a grateful pco-
ple.  Our militia, when called upon to march in defence
of our invaded or threatened soi, promptly obeyed the
call, and when opportunity offered, valiantly met the
toe. They evinced the same spirit of patrtotiso, w hnclh
actuated the heroes of *76, and arc justly entitled to tﬁ&
applause and gratitude of their country.

More than three years has now elapsed since peace:
returned to bless our land. Qur fellow-citizens, who
were compelled by a state of war, to abandon their ysual:
avocations, have resumed their habits of pcaceful indus.
try, so conducive to their own, and the public interest.
\Ve have an extensive commeree, affording a large and
increasing revenue” public credit has attained a respec-
table elevation ; ihc arts and sciences are flourishing
among us; and’ agriculture and manufactures are im-
proving. Inview of these things we have abundant
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feason to rejoice.  But how is our joy increased, when
these are viewed in connexion with our political and re.-
ligious liberties, Thesec are the joy, the pride and glory
of America. And of what infinite moment is it, that
we pay due attention to those things, which arc cona
nected with their preservation.

The free, but im otent, states of Hoiland and Switz-
erland, lying contiguous to more powerful nations, could
not resist their overwhelming armies; their liberties
were wrested from them.  But with us the case is dif-
ferent. Never was the natural or local situation of an:
country more favourable for national happiness and
security than that of ours, Itis of vast extent and fertiii-
tv; our climate is temperate ; our atmospherc pure and
salnbrious ; and the various produciions of our seil may
with facility, be conveyed to almost any part of our
territory, by the numerous and navigable rivers which,
in different directions interscct it. The spacious At-
lantic, which forms our eastern boundary, ahd placcs s
at an immense distance from ihe powerful nations of
Lurope, constitutes a strong barrier agpinst invasion.

Aside from these advantages, we possess the amplest

reans of national defence. 'We have a well organized
militia, under good discipline, well armed and equipped,
composed of a large proportion of the citizens of the
United States, who taste the jovs of {reedom, are strong-
ly attached to the soil they cultivate, and would willing-
Iy risk their lives in its defence.  Should an augm.enta-
tion of our navy be deemed expedient, we have the
means in our own hands, and every material, requisite
for carrying on war, may be furnished in plenty by our-
selves.  When we contrast our present situation, with
wiat it was in the glorious contest for our independence,
it must be admitted, that we have little to fear from any
cxternal foe. It is true, there are many evils insepara-
ble from a state of war, from which in case of future
hostility we could not be exempt. But such are the
resources of the United States, that, if they be cordially
united in their own defence, the world in arms would
be unable to penetrate the fortress of our Independence.

"The only dangers, then, which we have to apprehend,
must arise from internal causes, or the abuse of our
privileges. From this cause the most distinguished
republics have lost their freedom. It remains with our.
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selves whether we shall maintain the clevated and happy
station to which we have risen, or, by pursuing similar
courses with 8ther republican nations, which have gone
before us, involve ourselves in the same calamities,
which befel them. Of those republics, which make
such a conspicuous figure in history, and which, when
in their prosperity were undoubtedly expected to last to
the end time, we can only say, they once were. Not a
vestige of them remains. Ours is the only one which
now exists. And the experiment is now making,
whether the people of America have wisdora and virtue
sufficient to support a free elective government. The
experiment could never be made on fairer grounds, or
with better prospects. And should it be unsuccessful
in this instance, as in has in every other,—-should Ame-
rica be added to the mournful catalogue of falien repub.
lics, it would cast a dark shade on the common cause
of mankind! Should such an event take place, the idea
of equal liberty must be relinquished for ever! Abused
by mankind in every country, Liberty would bid adieu
to the earth, and take her flight to Heaven! Despotism
might then spread her sable wings over cach continent,
and fix her talons in the vitals of every nation! Posteri.
ty, with the keenest anguish, would look back on the
conduct of preceding generations, and, in accents of
grief, lament the mistakes, the faults and crimes, which
conspired to rob them of their rich inheritance, and left
them destitute and wretched !! .
Should we judge of future events from a knowledge
of those which are past, we should have reason to fear
that these evils, which are so much to Be deprecated,
would here be realized. But we hope better things.
In reviewing the scenes, through which we have paSS_Cd.
we cannot but recognise the interpositions of the Divine
hand ; and may we not indulge the hope, that God will
not suffer his otwvn work to be destroyed ? Indeed, when
we consider the singular and peculiar advantages which
we possess, that we have the experience of past ages to
point out to us the course which ought to be pursued,
todevelop the sources of mischief, and warn us of the
dangers with which we may be threatened ; may we not
rationally expect, that the glory of American Indepen-
dence will never be extinguished ; that the fair tree of
Liberty, which has been so carefully planted, will always
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Nourish, in this western hemisphere,®and miilions yee
unborn enjoyits refreshing shade.  Irom those nations
which have fallen from distinguished heights of glory
and happiness, we may receive instruction; and the
faithful page of history, which informs us of the means
by which they fell, stands as a beacon to adnronish us
of the rocks and shoals on which a free people is liubic
to be cast.

"That a republican government may be supporicd, and
liberty cnjoyed, it is necessary that there should be a gen-
eral diffusion of correct information among the peopie.
By being correctly informed, they are enabled to under.
stand and duly appreciate their rights and privileges s the
ways in which,and encmics by whom they are mosthikely
to be assailed ; and the means best calculated to preserve
them. It is obvious, that the more ignorant anv are,
the less capable are they oigoverning themselves, Werc
we 10 take a survey of those durk regions of siavery and
despotiem, where the wretched inliubitants submit, with
the utmost tameness, to the rule of lordly tyrants; we
should find their ignorance in proportion to their wretch-
cdness.  Indeed, were they so enlightened as to act on
any rational system to recover their [reedem, they could
not be kept in subjection.  But the means of informa-
tion arc withheld, by those who rule over them, and cv-
cry ray of political light 1s shut out.

Ample provision should be made for tiic instruction
of children and youth.,  Our literary institutions should
be sedulously cherished and supported ; and a suflticient
number of free-schonls should be mamtained, at the
public expense, that the children of all ranks of our
citizens may have an opportunity to acquire a uscful
cducation. Much indced has aiready been done to pro-
mote this object, in this part of our country, but still
more may and ought to be done.  The distinguished
sages und philosophers of ancient and modern time have
been deeply sensible, that the freedom and happiness of
the people depended cssentially on the education given
to youth. Solon and Lycurgus, the cclcbrated legisla-
tors of Athens and Sparta, bestowed on this object un.
wearied attention.  Young minds are susceptible of the
most lasting impressions. It is, therefore, necessary that
their education should be prudently and judiciously con-
ducted. Hannibal, one of the most renowned heroes of
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Ltigprty, was led to the altar by Ins father, at nine years
of rze, wnd took the oath of “perpetual cnmity to the
Rd."ﬂﬂb. His mind was dceply impressed with the
solemnity of the transaction, which probably influenced
his copdact towards that nation ever afterwards.

‘Temperance, industry, economy and patriotism are
some of the republican virtues which are intimately
connected with the qup')ort of a free government, and
umong others shouid be inculcated on the minds of
vouth, The nature and vaiue of our rights and liber-
tics, and the principles of our constitutions of govern-
ment, should be weil understood ; and it would perhaps
be of real utility, should they be generally taught in our
common schools.

The public papers are the common inedium of our
political information, and by them pul)iic opinion is, in
a great degree governed.  Hence it is obvious, that they
should be conductcd by men of ability, and of the strict-
est integrity and veracity. It the sources of public in-
formation be poisoned by unprincipled, designing men,
and newspapers becomd the vehicles of fd.sehood, slan-
der, and defamation, the pcople will consequently be
misled. Bewildered amidst the foul mists of scandal
and calumny, they are lable to mistake their friends for
their foes. and reproach and even execrate the most pa-
triotic arc meritorious men, while they repose the full-
cst confidence in those who empioy every artifice to de-
lude them.  The people of free states, throuwh the 1n-
trigues and misrepresentations of those whe prctended
to be tiwir fricnds, have not unfrequently been led to
requite their best benclactors with shameful ingratitude.
History furnishes many instances of this kind.  In pe-

rusing the annals of Grecian and Roman republics, we |

find that many of their wisest and most irreproachable
statcsmen; their ablest and bravest generals, and their pu-
rest patriots; by being traduced and calumniated by art-
ful men, who envied ‘their greatness, and aspired to sup-
plant them ; became the objects of popular jealousy ;
received the ingratitude and execrations of the very
people, whom their patriotic exertions had rescued from
slavery and ruin, and in whose service they had employ-
ed their briljiant talents, and spent their lives : and were
condemned, by the public voice, to suffer conﬁscatxot;
of estate, imprisonment, exile, or even death !!
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"T'he Anicrican republic caanot be acquiticd of ti
charge of ingratitude towards some of the greatest und
best men. Even Washingion, whose extraordinary
Iabours in the field and 1n the ccuncil so eminently con.
tributed to the acquisition and support of our freedom
and independence; and the prosperity and glory of his
country ; did not escape the arrows of envy and slander.
The outcry which was made against him is probably
within the recollection of many present. Such was thein-
gratitude he received, that the following words, relative
to the calumnies against him, werz drawn from his own
lips: “ For the result, as it respects myself, I care not.
I have a consolation within, of which no earthly effort
can deprive me; and that is, that neither ambitious nor
interested motives have influenced my conduct.  The
arrows of malevolence, therefore, however barbed and
pointed, can never reach my 1nost valuable part ; though
whilst Iam up as a mark, they will be continually aim-
ed at me.”  Such ingratitude decply stings the soul of
man. Many instances of a similar nature might, if the
occasion required, be mentioned. How many men of
distinguished worth, who have occupied cxalted public
stations in our country, have had the misfortune to re-
ceive the keenest censure and reproach.  But, whenev-
cr a peopie become <o infutuated, or misinformed as to
abuse and discard their best friends, and confide in art-
ful sycophants, who study to deccive them in order to
despoil them ;—whencver low cunning, impudence,
falsehord and violence, prevail over wisdom, modesty,
veracity and honesty, it rcquires no great sagacity to
perceive, that their liberties are not very sccure.

There is nothing perhaps more indispensably neces.
ry to the security of their liberties, than union and har-
mony among the people. A spirit of party and disu-
nion has a direct tendenicy to the subversion of a free
government. Acting uader its pernicious influence.
men frequently losc sight of whatever is calculated to
promote the wclfare of the community, and secure their
dearest interests.  Amidst their party contentions, and
the fervour of altercation, so eager arc they to carry @
favourite, point, or put to silence their opponents, that
their most important privileges are neglected or abused,
and consequently much endangered. When indeed
their party prejudices, jealousies and animosities become
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inveterate and cxtreme, they are more willing even to
sacrifice their frecdom, and invest some leader of their
own party with absolute power, than to have their oppo-
sers predominate.

As the prevalence of party spirit is exceedingly fav-
ourable to the views of ambitious men, by whose arts
popuwiar governments have usually been overthrown,
they are ever on the watch to keep 1t alive. They make
every exertion to foment the jealousies of the people
against the most deserving characters, and by flattery
aud hypocritical professions of friendship, usually suc-
ceed 1n attaching a party to themselves. Having divi-
ded the people, and stirred up their passions, they fre-
quently avail themselves of the party strifes and confu-
sion, which ensue ; find means to seize on their liber-
ties, and leave them nothing about which to contend.
'T'he Romans, while they were united, enjoved their
freedom. Victory almost invariably attended their
arms, and they were deemed invincible. But after ex-
tending their conquests over almost the whole of the
then known world, and enriching themselves with the
spoils of vanquished nations; a violent spirit of party
at length prevailed among them. And after exhausting
themselves, by intestine struggles and commotions ;
Casar was enabled to bend their once proud and lordly
necks, and their immense commomvealth sunk into an
universal despotism.

Should the prejudices and jealousies of the American
States ever proceed to sucha length, as to lead them in
pursuit of separate objects, without regard to the genc-
ral interest; or induce any of them to withdraw from
the federal union; what would be the consequences ?
Our constitution would be disannulled. We should
no longer be one people, but broken into separate con-
federacies, among which would probably arise the keen-
est rivalships and animosities, fomc..ted by the insidious
intrigues of foreign nations, till the flames of horrid
war would be enkindled. Hostilities once commenced,
the rival confederacies, bordering on cach other, would
not readily be reconciled. There is, perhaps, much
reason to believe, that, like the ancient Hebrews and
Greeks, they would carry on incessant and implaczble
wars against each other, till their encrgies were exhaust-
ed, by their mutual incursions and ravages : when, it is
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riot Tmprobable, that they would fuli under the dominion
of forcn;n powers, or some ¢ modern IP ihilip or Alexander
would be able to make himself master of the whole jand
thus erceta despotism on the ruins of our lost lcpnbllc 3
One of the most important privileges of a free prople,
and one by which hcv are pu‘uh‘uh' distinguished, 15,
the right of sufirace, or clection. Ttis tim'ciorc highly
necessary that this right should be carcfully and proger.
Iy exercised.  But this priviiege 15 undoub d.c very
Jidble to abuse.  When men, who are secking o pant-
ing for the honour and cmolument of office’; who are
totully destitute of real merit ¢ are clected merely because
they belong to, and are zealeus supporters of a particu-
far purty ; when the i)(:(‘)});(: are influenced in their choice
by passion and prejudice ; when they give thelr suffia-
Zes lor undeser ving c.mdx dates, who cpioy cvery in-
fumous intrigue in their power, for their own promo-
tion ; whilst honcarable, capable, and honest mica, who
are above the low bLusiness of olice-secking, are set
aside; 1t will be admitted, that the right of clection 1s
then abused.  Public stations become FHl cd by corrupt
designing men, and the rights and liberties of the peo-
ple are endangered. Tow hmportant 1t is, then, that in
exzveising this nvaluable right, we carelully guard
zerat wdoabusing it. That we suffer no party fecling, no
Jmmciive foragn to the pabiic weal, to influence our ciec-
fms; that they be perfectly free and unbiassed; and
at we use our best endeavours to bring into the gov-
u’.‘.mcnt, men of approved abiiiiics, of sound integrity,
cidd genuine patriotisms who will not ain to :*.{'_fg*h..ldiZL
themseives and famiiies, or promote the interests of a
aarty maerewy 3 but the happiness and welfure of the
-whole community,
Religion is onc of the main piliars on which a free
government rests., It is the basis of morality and virtuc,
without which liberty cannot be supported.  When 2
people cease to be virtuous they will soon cease to be
free.  Remove from their minds the salutary restraints
of religious principle ; or their belief in the ‘moral gov-
Pr'lmcnt of Deity, ai:d a future state of retribution, “and
they will no longer be peaceable citizegs ; virtue and
vice will be confoundcd ; their unruly passions will be
Jetloose; and they will soon find themselves afioat on
*he beisterous sca of licentions liberty, coatl ~ eHy ex-



posed to imminent danger, thl they reach the dreary and’
inhospitable shores of dw*ot;sm.

In France, the experiment was made to establish
liberty with atheism. The regal  government  was
abolished : a commonwealth was procmxmcd and the
king was beheaded.  And what were the r:omequences?
For vears, that il fated country became a prey to all
the horrors of the most rancorous civil war; thousands.
and thousands of its inhabitants feil victins to popular
plirensy and jacobinic ferocity 3 and after the mosk
truzzic scenes had been acted, and reacted, the aspiring
biood-stained Nupoleon, by 1atrigue and violence, over-
turned that constitution he had sworn to preserve, and
entablisined a military despotism, which, at once, swept
away every vestige of lbun, not only from Yrance,
but from the continent of ]"umpc

That we may preserve our liberties unimpaired, we
must cultivate those virtues, which chareterized our
venerable ancestors, and (llaLOUX' ge the opposite vices.
Faxuor, cieminaey and disunion bunu-tht, well known

encmics of fre dnm, and the wsuul hd:ull}""rb of its.
oss, should ever Le discountenanced by ail

Follow-citizons, we all undoubtediv fecl a lively in-
terest In the weliare of our country ; and it is ardentl;
to e wished that we might be ay reed in the means bes
suited to promote this grand J,_]J.t. We are all Amc-
ricans, ali firmly attached to our republican systeri. Let
us constder, thut our best interests are exposed, by dis-
cord and disunion ; and cultivate a spirit of harmony,
and exercise cln.rm and good will towards each other.
Let us rejcive that party bp;.xt hd‘:, ina grest messure,
subsided in our couniry; and whatever remains of 1%
may be lurking among us, lct us bury them in oblivion,
and act with a bln“'l(, wd steady view to the prosperity
and slovy of Amcrlca. Let us chcrish an attachmeus
to our federal union, as the ground pillar of our politicul

afety.  Let us consider the v‘.iuc, and remember the
price of our Independence ; and should our country’s.
cause ever invoke our aid, let us resolve that we will
shiow oursclves worthy of the precious privileges, which
were so dearly purchased by sages and heroes, and be-
queathed to us.with their dying breath; and that we
cver defend them, at whatever Imizard, against any for-
eizn or domestic foe.
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My female friends, how peculiarly happy 1s your sit-
uation. Permit me to congratulate you, that you havc
been born in a land of hiberty, and are admitted to a full
participation in its joys. From the hardchips and servi-
tude, which fall to the lot of your sex in a state of bar-
barism, you are happily exempt; from the horrors of a
"Turkish seraglio, or the dreary confinement of a monas-
tery you have nothing to fear. You are not, indeed,
permitted to vote in the councils of our nation, nor does
the delicacy of your frames admit of your wiclding the
sword of war; but you are not without opportunity and
ability to be eminently useful to your country. Your
influence is every where, where man is civilized, but
areatest where the hearts of freemen do ycu homage.
T'he soft eloquence of the female tongue has a powerful
cffect on every feeling heart ; and from you the opening
infant mind receives its earliest impressions. ' We trust,
then, vou will let the charms of your persons be ever
associated with your country’s love ; that you will che-
rish the same spirit of patriotism, which signalized our
revolutionary matrons, as one of the brightest virtues
which adorn the female character ; and let the patriotic
exertions of our countrymen to promote the welfare of
our rising republic, never fail to reccive the pleasing
tribute of your approbation and applause.

Fellow-citizens, by a due attention to these things:—
Ly the general spread of correct information among the
people; by the prevalence of virtue, and a spirit of union
and patriotism, our liberties may be perpetuated, and
transmitted, with unfaded lustre, to the latest posterity.
And we may anticipate the happiness of that period,
when all nations, being taught by our example, that
mankind are capable of governing themselves; that
monarchical governments are degrading and a reproach
to human nature ; will causc the thrones of despots to
shake from under them, and beautiful temples of liberty
to be erected on their ruins.  Then will an emancipated
world hail the Anniversary of American Independence.
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and consecrate it as an universal jubilee,
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