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| WorceSTER, JUuLy 4th, 1817,
SIR, ,

IN behalf of the Company, who have assembled for the
commemoration of the Day, which gave Birth to our Nation, we
return you their unanimous thanks for the elegant and patriotic
ORATION, this day pronounced by you, and request a copy for
the Press.

LEVI LINCOLN, Jun.
SAML. BRAZER, Jun. § Committee,
MERRICK. RICE,

Levi Hxrwoop, Lsq.

,q;ngn_tn_a.occtngoq
ove "00".‘!!&"?.

‘WORCESTER, JurLy 12th, 1810.
GENTLEMEN,

'THE favorable opinion ?ou have expressed of the ORA~
TION, delivered by me on the fourth instant, is among the first
pleasures of my heart. In complying with: your request, I have
listened to the call of my Friends, not to the dictates of my own
inclination.

AccerT, Gentlemen, for yourselves and for those you repre~
sent, the homage of my sincere respect.
| ‘ LEVI HEYWQOD.
Messrs, Linconn,
Brazir, $ Committee,
Rice, |




ORATION.

NATIONAL Rejoicings in commemoration of,
National Blessings, are sancticned by the custom of ages.
The Jews, the favoured people of God, paid a religious
attention to the days that witnessed their deliverance
and other interpositions of divine favour. The Grecians,
Romans, and other distidguished Nations of _antiquity,
held splendid festivals to perpetuate the memory of illus-
trious atchievements. Such too has been the custom of
modern times ; and indeed, nothing makes a more sub-
lime impression upon the human mind, than a great com-
munity, leaving the ordinary concerns of life, thronging
around the altars of their country, and, in the contem-
plation of exalted privileges, offering to the Parent of
the Universe, a tiibute of heart.felt gratitude for his pro-
tecting goodness. We have assembled, Iellow-Citizens,
not as the vassals of the old world to insult Heaven with
the mockerv of our reluctant thanks for the birth of an
infantile oppressor, nor for the protracted life of an imba-
cile monarch, nor to behold the nuptial ceremonies of a
voyal pair, uniting for the express purpose of procreating
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a tyrant ; but in grat‘eful rem:mbrance of the day, on
which we ascended to that rank among the nations of the
earth which nature had destined for a great, virtuous and
magnanimous people. T'o devate to religious gratitude
and social pleasures the birth day of our empire, must ba
delightful to all, in whose veins flows the uncontaminarec
blood of a revolutionary patriot, or whose souls are fired
with the genial flime of liberty. Our theme is noble,
and inspires sentiments worthy of the sons of freedom.
However dull the address, the subject must arrest our
attention. o

Tue American Revolution, considered in reference
to its ofigin, progress and termination ; or in referencg
to its benign effects upon tne socu-ty of man, is an event
unprecedented in the annials of the world. It was one
among a series of events, tending to the establishment of
a government, different in many important respects from
any the world had ever witnessed ; a government which
provides for the general safety, protects individuals in
the enjoyment of their essential rights, and will, we
trust, ultimately rescue the character of human nature
from the imputations cast upon it, by the imperfections
and wickeduess of other governmeats.

Hzrr let us observe, that when men undertake in a
virtuous cause, they know not with what abundant suc-
cess their labours may be crowned : When the contest
first began between the mother country and the colonies,
a redress of parliamentary grievances, was all that was
generally anticipated : When Wasuixgron took the
rommand of the Ametican armv, Le probably did not
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foresee the glorious counsequences which have resulted
from so arduous and perilous an undertaking.

ALTHOUGH, at the commencement of the Revolu-_
tion, the idea of Independence had scarcely entered !~
mind of an individual, succeeding events soon demon-
strated its necessity. On the memorable morning of
Lexington Battle, while the ground was encrimsoned
with the blood of his Fellow- Citizens, the sagacious
Apaums saw with rapture in the serenity of the Heavens,
the happy omen of his country’s future glory ; and on
the FourTH of JuLy, seventeen hundred and seventy-
six, the Declaration from the pen of our immorial Jer-
FERSON annovaced to the world that ¢ the United States
are, and of right ought to be, Free, Sovereipn and Judepen-
dent.”  Preparatory to this important era, Common Sense,
like a great luminary, burst upon the world.

-'To force us from the ‘high ground we had taken,
Lngland added to-ber national debt the trifling item of six
bundred millions of dollars, and consigned to an ignominious
grave, one bundred thousands of ber subjects : but such was
the firmness of our councils, such the bravery of our pat-
riotic brethien in arms, that after a long, bloody ‘ard
sometimes doubtful contest, she was compelled to with.
draw her hostile fleets and armies, and formally to ac-
knowledge our independence. Here we might pause,
- and, in solemn silence, contemplate the distressing scene,
when to enforce the mandates of an implacable Tyrant,
the fierce bloodhounds of war were let loose wpon our
shores~~when our cities, the monuments of our Fathers’
industry, ascended in smoaky columns to minjle witl
(.¢ clouds of Heaven—=¢% when the air resourded with
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the shrieks of the dying”’~-and when, * to complete the
horrid work of devastation, the merciless Indians were

brought upon our defenceless frontiers”—But why

should we attempt to give utterance to feelings which no
language can express ?

Our leaders in this grand enterprize had no views
of conquest ; nor did they encounter the perils and
hardships of eight years service, to gratify the malignant
passiens of a haughty monarch ; but they fought, and
bled, and finally triumphed in defence of the freedom
they inherited from their hardy and industrious Ances-
tors—They contended for the recognition of their na-
tionad rights, the acknowledgement of our Independence ;
and, when this was atchieved, they joyfully quitted the
troubles and turmoil of the camp, for the tranquil en-
joyment of: domestic retreats. It was, on our part, a
war of sentiment. No one'was ambitious of acquiring
military fame at the expence of the blood of his fellow
creatures. How unlike the wars of Alexander, Cazsar

and other royal monstérs, that have deluged the earth in
“blood | The tears of sympathy will always flow at the
recollection of thase, who fill a sacrifice wpon the altars
of their country. But why should we attempt an eulo.
gy upon those, whose matchless deeds are recorded up-
on the tablets of our memories ? You, my respested
hearers, who witnessed their hercic deatbs, will inform
them when you meet them in the world of bliss, that
their descendants are in possession of the boon, purchas.
ed at the expence of their lives, and that a grateful coun-
try wil never be unmindful of their gallant conduct.
At this recital, they will experience joys similar to those




experienced by the cclestial choir when ¢ the morning«
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy.”” We will pow take our leave of the ¢¢times that
tried men’s souls,” and, for a few moments, contemplate
the situation of our beloved country after the troops of
England had retired—~When the country was’ mdeed
free ; but at the same time involved in d:ﬁculnes.

Twe infancy of a nation, like the mfancy of man, is
the most precarious portion of its existence, As'it rea
quires time to give nerve and muscular strength o the
natural body ; so does it require time to give firmness
and stability to the bedy politic of 4 nation. If either
escape the dangers incident to the infantile stage, “hopes
may be entertained of full grown manhood ; nay, of
firm and vigorous old age. During the Revolution the
views of our citizens were directed to a single point, the.
acquisition of liberty. ¢ Uhnited by common dangers,’s.
each individual clearly perceived, that his owa safety was
involved in that of the whole community. Public spirit
gave impulse to individual exertions, and the love of
country excluded all other passions. But when the ob-
_;ect of union and concert was removed, love of country
began to gwe palce to the selfish passions. Instead of
sentiments of union, divisions and jealousies appeared,
the bonds of the Old Confederation gave way, and the:
nation was afloat upon the ¢ tempestuous ocean of unade
justed liberty.”” Every ;Satribtic bosom beat high with
fear, lest the fair prospects of rising America should all
ve destroyed. Lnemies at home and enemies abroad
exulted in the idea, that we should fall an early prey to
intestine commotions, and after drencking our fields in
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the blood of thousands, revert to our former state cf col-
onial vassalage, and, as an evidence of remorse, volunta.
rily kiss-the haund of the old oprressor. DBut ¢ the de-
stroying angel passed by.” The Eagle of Liberty still
fastened her foot upon our land; and inspired its posses-
sors with new devotions for union, for virtue, for repub-
licanism. He, who now fills the first executive office of
the nation, moved for a convention of the respective states
t6 form a constitution that should remedy the then exist-
ing evils. From their Iabors resulted our present Fed-
eral Compact. It is with great propriety, considergd
the most finished specimen of political architecture. In
viewing its component parts, the eye, unless dazzled by
the splendor of royaity, discovers no disproportion, ne
want of symmetry.

Wnen the Federal Constitution was first adopted,
doubts were entertained, whether it was adapted to the

genius of the people, and to the local interests of the
States it was intended to unite in one great confederacy.

IT is now mere than twenty vears since this chartet
of our liberties has been upon the * full tide of success-
ful experiment.” In this interim, the unrivalled pros.
perity of our common ccuntry sufliciently evinces the
éxcellency of our federal system. It is a strong tower
into which we may at all times run and be safe,” and,
when collected within its sacred ramparts, may view

with un&ffected composure, the insidious arts of domestic
faction and foreign aggression.

» Tuus was formed, upon the pure principles of rep-
resentative democracy, a governent, which has preser-
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ved these States in peace, while, in the language of arl
elegant writer, “ Europe has been in one great blaze of
war.”’

RerupLICAN institutions tend to preserve mankind
in peace, and from this circumstance do we derive the
consoling hope, that the plains of Anierica will never be
fértilized with the blocd of cur fellow-men. |

HareriLy for us, we aré situated at 4 vast distancé
from the corrupt governments of Europe. They can
innoy our dommeérce ; but they will never venture their
armies upon our shores, while the Union of the States
remains unimpaired. While we persevere in our federa-
tive system, no cause of civil war can exist. A remedy
for all ofir political evils, is found § not ia arms, the last
resort of kings, but in the frequency of our elections.
Votes then, not bayoncts, are the weapons of our war-
fare. But should the bonds of our confederacy be burst
‘asunder, should the mtegmy of the tnion be vxolated
then farewell to ail our glonous prospects. This disas-
ter cannot, will not happen. Love to man, love to God,
yea, and the powerful motives of self-interest and self-
preservation, all, all, invite to union. To this end should
all our measures of policy and education centre as to a
gtavitating point. The infant in the cradle should be
taught to look on union as the ¢ ark of safety,” and to

lisp curses and imprecations upon all who attempt to vi-
clate its sanctity.
.
Swourp you find an individual amdmz the A'meri.
can family, so abandoned as to wish a dismemberment,

endeaver to reclaim him. Address yourselves to h¥
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philanthropy by arguing the cause of present and future
 generations, If in this you are unsuccessful, apply to
his prudence, by admomshmg him of the folly of at~
tempting to overthrow a system which cannot be shaken.
If this have not the desired effect, appeal with the whole
force of your eloquence to his fears, Remind him of
the awful pumshment that will assuredly overtake lnm. |
Remind him of the punishmsnt that has already over-
taken the CATALIEES ef America,

A Bu &R has attempted a dzsmemberment in the
west——A PrcksriNg in the east. The former is a vag-
abond—-the latter, a prey to the upbraidings of his own
gudty conscience ; ; and in ‘the keen anguish of despaar
Hasphemes his God, by placmg his  Igf hope”” on ¢ Bris
tain’s fast anchrpied Isle’ !}

Ddss' any Ameriﬂan feel d‘issétisﬁed with the sim::
‘plxcn;) of our Repubhcan institutions, and long for the
pomp, show and pageantry of monarchical government.
Let him no longer pollute the air we breathe. Let him
cross the Atlantic, and become the subject . of the supers
cilious GEosGE, or the vindictive Naroveon. . There is
no embargo on such outlandish commodities. He may
become one of her Britannic Majesty’s canfectwuer.r, or, if
very successful, he may be permitted to kiss the fout of
the Empress Maria Louisa,

Were we to listen to the mournful ditty of some
of our political divines, we sheul'« scppose that an end
to.all our hopes and national prospects was at hand ;
that in the vortex of Fremh ambition and French despo-
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tism would soon be devoured all the rights for which our’
Franklins toiled and our Warrens fell.

Ir the least pretence for this declamatioh existed,
instead of repairing to yonder festive board to terminate
the joys of this social day, we ought to veil ourselves in
sackcloth and ashes, and in the languaqe of Jos exclaxm,
¢ Let darkness.and the shadow of death stam it; leta
cloud dwell upon it ; let the blackness of the day tem- |
fy it ;’—but if these fears are the mere creatures of 3"
disordered imagination, or the ¢ suggestions of some
goblin of the tomb‘s, some. spirit of aérkxzess;” ‘we will
treat them with the' contempt they merit ; and go vn'to

« indulge in mirth and song and social feast, for;oy
becomes the occasion.” )

French influence and French invasion have so long
been sounded in our ear., that they cease to excite alarm,

Tuar Naroveon may, if assisted by England, de.
stroy our foreign commerce, is undoubtedly true ; but
that he can reduce to subjection the free and indepen-
dent Americans, is an idea, against which every one,
acquainted with our geographacal position, our resources

of men, and 'eans of self-defence, will enter his most
solemn protest.

It is admitted by all, that the physical strenpth of
the United States is such, that they may set at defiance
the threat of any potentate, provided they are not first
weakened by internal divisions., To maintain the incon.-
sistent ground they have taken, the emissaries of England
assert that there is an overbearing partiality for France ;
and that the hand of NaroLeox is seen in the measurcs
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of our government ; bat for these insinyations not the
least particle of proof exists.

LA

Tue hand of Naroreown is as visibl *n the pro-
scription of the venerable patriots, Hancock and Apawms,
3s in any of our govermental measures. |

It follows of course, that the noise of French influ-
ence is a mere pretext of the emissaries of England to
conceal their own nefarious plots against our Indepen
fience They have sncceeded in part—They have suc-
ceeded sa far as to greate division among those who
ought all to be united—They have inlisted under their
banners, men, whose former services ought, if it were
possible, to shield them from the imputation of practices
injurious to the best interests of the people—They have,
by their incess ant clamor, induced us to abandon a
measure, but for the repeal of which, millions of Amers.
¢an property now.condemned in the ports of Europe, from
the Baltic to the Euxine sea, might be in our own store-
houses—Thev have kept thousands of American citizens
incarcerated in British shipg of war—They have com-
pelled Americans to pay an ignominious tax for naviga-
ting the Ocean, the high-way of nrations ; but they have
neither overthrown our government, nor brought th
present administration intQ disrepute—They are there-
fore foiled in thexr attempts, and the injury t‘xey mednta-
ted against oar peace, recoils with tenfold cnergy upon

their own heads.

Ee

PartiaviTy towards any foreign nation ought not
o be indulged by the American people. What, never-
tl e?z 3 15 the fact 2 Does nat the condugt of part of cui
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citizens ewvince an entire devotion towards FEungland ?
Ingland has taken our ships, impressed our seamen,
murdered our citizens, violated a solemn arrangement,
and to put the finishing stroke to her outrages upon our
sovereignty, has sent a Minister red-bo¢ from the burn-
ings of Copenbagen, to insult and abuse our government :
Yet says the high-priest of Anglo-Federalism, ¢ Eng-
land has done us no essential injury.” This Minister
too, has been treated with unusual attention by those
yery men wio are perpetually accusing the republicans
of partiality to France. 'The Republicans yiew with
- equal indignation the conduct of both the Belligerents,

Mav we now approach with reverepce the interest.
ing subject of Christianity. The doctrines incylcated in
this holy rehg:on are divine, and calculated for our sup-
port and comfort thro’ this « vale of tears,” and, if cordz-
ally embraced, sure ta conduct us to happiness beyond
the grave. The pious teachers of this religion are entitled
fo our respect, and are ¢ Ministers of God for gos&unta
the people.” Who would suppose any one of this order
of' men should so far mistake the daties of his calling, ag
10 convert the ordmances of Christian - meefness into en-
gines of polmcal wrath, to blast the reputation of good
men, to weaken the confidence the people have in their

rilers, to batter down our republican institutions, hay, to
overthrow our government ! ? Such, however, is the mél.
ancholy fact ! Do not how ever, for a moment, bclieve
these devotees of England the followers of the ¥ meek
and lowly Jesus.” No: they are as Anti.Christian as
they are Arti-Republican, and if the Saviour of the
woild were now upon earth, thece modern Pharasees




(14)
would joir in the cry « crucify, crucify bim,”® and Judas.
- Jike betray him into thehands of wicked men.

REPUBLICANS! |

- T'uis anniversary has always been dear to you
but to-day you have more abundant cause for rejoicing
than on any former occasion, The revolving year 1810
has found you in the # full tide of successful experis
ment.” By co-operating with your Brethren in' this
section of the Union, you have dispelled the dark cloud,
that was gathering in our political hemisphere, and pors
tended so much evil to our Republic—~you have crushed,
ere a regular developement of its features took place, the
Northern C'ezgﬁa';racy, a political monster, begotten by the
Hero of Lexiﬁgtcn upon the barlot Sedétioag You have
i‘enovated the government of Massachusetts, by discharg-
mjg fram official duties a man, whom you justly suspect.
&d to be in the interests of the Old Oppressor, and too
- ready on every occasion to  unfurl the prubhcan Ban-
ner.””  You have elevated to the chair of state a patriot of
the Revolution, a man whose every thought is American,
who, advised and assisted by the great abilities and in.
flexible virtues of a Lincory, will most cordially support
the measures of the general government, A success
similar to that which attended the Patriois in the Revo-
olution has attended your labors for the last year. Such,

too, will always attend your exertions in the cause of
your Country.

To heal the wounds inflicted upon society by polit-
ical divisions, is an object of immense importance—To
restore to social intercourse that ¢ harmony without
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which life itself is but a dreary waste,” is worthy of every
personal sacrifice—To produce an union of sentiment
among the American family is the sincere wish of every
Republican. But how are these ends to be atchieved 2
Are the Republicans to surrendér into ¢the hards of their
political oppenents, the administration of government ?
Are they to subscribe to the doctrine, that the ¢ people
are their own worst enemies, and incapable of self gov-
ernment > To these enquiries your uniforra exertions
give the most unequivocal reply. Let the Federalists
ascend above the igncble prejudices they have imbibed
against us—Let them discard those typographical can- -
nibals,”” whose only aliment is the reputation of great and
good men—Let them condescend to sizak well of those
who deserve well of their Country--Let them cordially
unite in support of measures, calculated to promote the
best interests of the people—~Then will the door of re-
conciliation be fairly opened—Then will we become ¢ all
Republicans, all Federalists.”” But to relax in our exer-
tions, ere we receive from the opposition pledges'for these
concessions, would be a species of suicide, of which it is
hoped no Republican will ever be guilty.




