ORATION,

DELIVERED IN THE COURT-HOUSE, CINCINNATI;

BEFORE THE
CITIZENS AND VOLUNTEER COMPANIES

OF THAT PLACEK,

On the ath of July, 1807,

BEING THE THIRTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE,

At the requet of the Democratic Repudliczn Committee of Arrange-
ments for the Day.
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«« WHERE LIBERTY DWELLS, THERE IS MY COUNTRY.™
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CINCINNATI :
TROM THE PRESS OF JOHN \W. CROWNE,

OFrricE Cc¥ LIBERTY KALL,




TO gen: David Zeigler, a foithfi} veteran in the caufs
of librety ; and the ben. Daniel Symmes, coe of the
judges of the Supreme Ciurt cf judicature for & flate cf
Chis ; prefident and vice prefident for the day ;—.farom
Goforth, Efg. maj. Jobn Riddle ; bos. Wm- M'Farland ;
James Ewing, Efy. capt. James Chrifty, Meffrs. Facob Fow-
le,and Hezekiah Flint, jun. being a C ammit:';': Jrom the De-
mecraiic Citiacrs, for making arrangements for celcbrating
- d¢he thirty-prf}  anmiverfary of American Ind:pondence—
witheut apslsgy, and -wuh all its imperfellsons ; th: 2.
drefs (whick was prepared and delrvered at sheir efpeciai

requefl, and ccmmitted to prefs at their folicitation)—

Is a:r,a& refpecifully inscribed,
By their Friend and Fellow-citizen,

T. H,




Oracion, &e.

My Fretrow.Citizexss,
CALLED ty your requeit, T appesr in this place to
addrefs you on tkis suipicious day : fenfible of my
aability to pcrform the duties reafonably to be expeed
oi fuch an occafion, 1 do befeech youor indulzence,
wh.. > attempting to difplay the theme which now ani-
malcs every boiom : at the fime ume permit me 1o
aflci 2 yon, that it fali be my endeavor rc: 1o wound
the itr=lings oi any ; Rowever, thofe principles which
I bive ever pfofcncd and endeavsarcd o pradife, fhall

- mot be fthrunk from.
T o ressniisizie ine eveats which led to the revolu.

non. and 0 rccogmfe thofe prmupics which breathe
..... f.n- it m viTiy ;s:,.oiimu.4.s ;auuuuou.. lnall e m) an,

In 3l sges, it has been cuftomary among mations and
men, to celebrate paviicuiar events, by the obfervaiion
of annivesfary days ; to haad on to pofterity thereby
the caufes whick produced cheir achievements, and to
imprefs oa the minds of ivcceeding generations, the

benefis flowing therefrom.

We, iothe ccu-oranon of this my, Drmg into view
api1fai cveiii, wiiiia furms an enm:ﬁ n vl govern-
meani : a great people declar'ng themfelves to be free
and independent ; who, in oppsofition 10 a tyrannic pow-
er, fecured their rights ;—that after eight years of car-
nage, in which csurage and patriotifn rcpcatedly fhone
torth and aitonilhed a wondering world, they were ad-
mitted to rank * among the nations of the earth.”
"Fiat the heroes c«.omnhﬂ"ng thefe prodigies, masi.
fefted unequivocally ia Gimplicny and truth, 1o ibe
world,that they had undergone the to:ls ot war, fuffera
ed the fatigues of dilc:pline and routed a2 veteran foe,
with no other view than to eftablifl: the hiberties of their
country upon a firm and {ure baiis. In the dignity of
their fouls they declared ite They recogriied the
rights of human paiure. They proclaimed to the world

that all men aie bora egually free, poflefling ** certain
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unalienable rights” —That governments are inftituted
among men, for the mutual advantage of the governed,
aud that none can be juft, which does not emanate
from the people ; and that all in authority execuiing
them, thould be amenalle to the power from whence
they desive their authornty,

A further ohjedl in the celebration of this day, is to
imprefs on the mind of the riling generation, the preat
bencfits they receive from the cfforts of their fathers ;
to inflil in their juvenile hearts the gratitude which
they owe to the 1lluttrious warriors who eftablithed
thofe principles of truth and juftice, which exift among
us and dithoguith our country from all others. To
teich them to venerate and adore liberty as a primary
e joyment 3 afd that without it all earthly bleflings are
not worth poffefling ; at the {fame time toinftrull them
to refilt tyranny and oppreflion in every fhape in which
it may appear ;—to make them acquainted with the
magnacimity oi iheir fathers, to fet a true value upon
their princ'ples, defend them with their lives, and feal
with their blood (if neceflary) their attachment to them :
To fuffer no mutilation to weaken the chain of liberty,
but to preferve it pure as received, and to tranfmit it
under the fame injulions to their chiliren. Begin,
fays Mirabeau, ¢ with the infant in his cradle, and let
¢¢ the ficlt word he 1ifps be Wafbington ; let his firlt Jef-
** fons of inftru@ion be the Dedaration of Indepen-
¢¢ dence—the wrongs you have fuffered, and the cou.
$¢ rage which fet you free.”

Our fathers, who poffeffed an inherent fpirit of liber-
ty, upon bewng denied the exercife of their religion—
when denicd that toleration which all men are entitled
to, we leara they left the land of their nativity, in fearch
of a fpot, where they could offer op their priyers to
the God of nature, in a manner agreeably to their pros
feflion, and without moleftation. In doing which they
traverfed a tracklefs path over an extenfive oceao ;
they at length arrived in this land of ancivilization,
where mauy difficulties prefented : A wildernefs, over.
run with beafts of ferocity, and man in a flate of na-
ture. Here, in manly oppofition to every oppofing dif-
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fical'y. they eftablihed th-mfelves and foon began to
P&, <T- Saon the rapacity of their former oppref-
fors tellowed them acrofs the deep. Suvon did their
injuthice app=ar m America- From the patient foffer.
1y of one i jrry, to the impoling of another, th:y
wen: on. tll at length :he fuls of men, fcorning flav-.
ry and d¢ifdaming the trammels of opprefion could no
longer fubmit, bu' burft forth and made kiown their
fuft-rings, declaring that hfe, without liberty, wasnot
worth eijoying. The D-claration of Independence,
which you have juft heard read. carries with it an enti=
meration of their wrongs, 3nd what impelled them to a
feparation from their cpps<lirs, and called on maukind
to tupport the common cavfe of haman liberty, againft
oppreflion and tyranuy which h.d afl.iled it. To ef=
feCt which, the colle@ed reprefentatives of the people,
then in Congrefs ol mbled, ‘¢ pledzed their lives, theie
pruperties, and their facred honor.”

Long and finguine, frequently doub:ful, was the
ttroggle which followed : many now prefent, with hafty
remembrarce can trace back, in memory’s eye, the lofs
of fome relation, friend, or acquaintance, who fell vice
tims in the conteft.—** *At fuch a place fell my fa:her,
‘ fighting the bat:les of my ccuntry, oppofed to the
¢ mercenaries of defpotifm- There the cruel enemy
¢ facked and deftroyed a rifling fettlement. Oa the fide
¢ of yonder briuk, my deareft friend gaid a facnifice to
‘¢ his country’s hberries with lus life.”> Burt providence
directed the armies of liberty, and finally led them to
conqueft. In this drama, fhone forth ‘charalers which
altomfhed the world, and filled the biftoric page wth
their wonders. Maen feiched from the plow ; unlet-
tered and unpra@ifed in the art of war and mulitary {ci-
ence, overcoming the ta&tics ard difcipline of veterans.

Yes, ye heroes who bled in fizhting your courtry’s
batiles, permit your vo:ary feebly to invoke your
fhades and offzr at your thrines the tribute of thanks
for the privileges and bleflings erjved from your ener-
gies. Theo.ly afvlum on ear:h wh-re the perfe cated

" # This quotasion is from M.tabeau, but 13 periiaps not hteral 5 not
having the work, por having read it for feveral ycars, it was fupplicd

ftom memorye
A
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patriot can refl his wearied head ;—the f-at of liberty
aud tree government, remain as menuments of vere
Jlalos. Ererual gratitude be paid 1o your memory by
fucviving generatious.

Let u: Ift up the blendy mantle and view the mane
gled remunes:fa Vionigonery a Aercer ad a led-ard,
all of whom fcll covercd with glory an the deterce of
Jiberey.

At length when the wourds of 3n :fll:ted country
bad bled auh protufi n.but yet when v:& -y hd fu~
veured the f ldiers of I berty, we vica 2 preud and
fyra.n'c enumy contrary, te wkac 1th y had declared,
3 deflance to thewr own maadates, a-d ther wnov
dusing the period of aff &en ans wartare, acknowiedg-
inpg the fuvereigrty and mdeperdeme «f a iree Pt o
ple- At the clofc of this arduous ftrupple whch bad
“ tied meo’s feuls’”” cur  patriots havie.g accemplifhied
the end for which thev had 1.k-n the fi-1d, with hearcs
of tharkivlaefs and filled wih grati wide, retorned 1o
tte plow from whence they had been colled.  Their
chief {et them the example ; he too was a patriot ; znd
to purfue his moni:ions, and 10 imirate his example,
was their pride.  Yes, the heroic commander of ihe
American arnles, takicg Cincinnatus for  his model,
when the cavfe ceafed to ex:ft, which had calicd hin 10
arms ; having obtained the libertics of his ccunrry,
aud fec it free from the ycke of ryranry, returrcd his
fword to irs {cabuard, and prefenred his comm flion 10
the reprefentatives of the people from whom he had
received it ; retiring as a private atizen, to pusfue his
domeic avocaticns.—But the exigencies of his ccuntry
apain dwmanded his furvices, and again he leaves
his home for the ftage of public concern. Such was a
Watki. gion, and {uch were the patriots who cempofed
Lis srny.—Bat when time begin to pinch him with
weipht of years, and be zifo defirous of the folace of
recremert and demedtic cewmfort, he again quits the
fc:oe of sftion; yet in doirg this, he coesrot leave
youalere, hz depcfits a logacy, he pubi:fhes a farewell
addreis, wlcrein hepoints out what s proper to be
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done, to preferve the bleflings of liberty and a free go+
Yern:nent.

Have we nor then re.fon duly to appreciate thofe
ineft inable bletli1gs, o procur-d. of we for 2 moment
bring chem into our view and contrs? them with flae
very. @ D fgufc thy [If, how thou «ili, ft:li flivery
““ it -1, thou art a bitter draughe, and thoruph thoutands,
*“ have been made to drirsk of thee, in all ages. thou art
“no lefs bitter on that account : *|is thcu, Liber g,
“ thrice fweet and gracious godde fs, whom all in publie
¢ and n private worth p; thy tafte is grateful and ever
“ will be fo, unnil nature herfelf fiall change ; no tint
& of words can fpor thy fnowy mratle, or chymic poawer

¢ turn thy fcepire into iron : with thee to fnile upon
“ him, as he eats his cruft, the fwain is happier than
4 his monarch, from whole court thou art exiled.”
Yetin the enjoyment of liberty, in order to preferve its
blefings and to prevent the vices from creeping in,
which lland w contraft with it and fupport kingly power,
the pralt:ce of virtue in all within its n.flaence, is indif<
penfible. In arepublic, a regard for virtue and joftice,
a1 mdefatigable perfeverence :n the diffufing of knowl.
edge, an a~quaintance with the princaiples of govern.
ment,rogetiher with an eathufisfin for liberty, are effens
t1ai for every cit.izen to poffzfs and pratice. Init Goo
vernment founded upon right and reafon, where the
people are fovereign and thofe holding delcgated power
fervaats ; where no fuperiority is known, fave that of
merit and diltingu‘thed talents ; though firuvations of
truft and power are of neccflity 1o exift, for the iafety of
the common weal, and the conduding of the political
mchive; yet thofe executing them, are placed in them
by the ufl; age of the people for a conﬂnmed term ; at
ths end of which, the eleive franchife is again exer-
cifed, duiing wh:ch, fhould the confidence {o bcftowed,
have been mifplaced, thou'd thofe reprefenting their
fellow ctizens, in any degree kave abufed their truft,
difregarded right ani principle, forgot the common
weal, and preferred their perfonal aggrandifement to
duty wnd gublic be ncfic; the people have 1t in their

® Sterne,
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power, to corre & the sbufe and prffcrvo the'r righte by
ba: fhing fuch men from thoir (wifiderce, and glocin g
others more worthy n -heir room. I fuch 2 goverr=
ment every cit'zen feels an inter- @ in irs fuppere, his
property. and hisprefer<i:-g that freedom, which is his
dusling admiratien prefles him to an ¢x & obedience 10
the laws and conftituied authorities ; fremos.hich irclear
ly beconec the bounden duiy of every intormed citizen,
to ufe his endeavors for its fuopert.  Igoorance is ttg
bane of liberty ; therefore diffuse knowledge, flin ulite
the uninformed with fenuments of virtue, and beget 10
their minds a love of country.

Thefe are the fupports which are neceflary to pre.
ferve and perpetuate our prefent happy goverament ;
the interefls of humanity and fcience, with the amelio-
ration of man, are deeply involved therein. Liberty
which had burft the fetters of tyrsnny, in the old warld,
we have the mournful refle@ion. to fee again difappear ;
from which we are inftru@ed to avoid fuch a diretul ca-
taftrophe, by placing the power without the reach of
afpicing amb:tion, to feize the reins of regal pow er, and
place a diadem upon the head of a tyrant. The ex-
perience we have had, is fufficient to coavince us, of the
praficability of a free government. Let each of us
then, my fellow.citizens, exert ourfelves in fo glorious a
caufe ; let us refolve to pra&tice that which is neceflary
for its preflervation. Let us determine, that lib<rty is
the ficfl of all earthly bleflings ; and with the noble pas
triots, who achieved it for us, declare that without
life is not worth enjoying.

It muft be a confolatio to every true friend of liber-
ty, to view the prefeat rriumph of Republicanifm,
throughout our country. Notwith(tanding the en-ea-
vors of its enemies, it has triamphed ; thisis the fureft
evidence of the corre@nefs of its principles. Many ate
tempts have been made to divide, harrafs and deftiov our
Ph.lanx ; in fome i::ftances they have parrially fucceeds
ed; but thefe inftances have furnithed us with Jefg
fous, from which we have profited, and our fubf: guent
efforts have been crowned with complete fuccefs. Ung

der a wife and virtuous adminiftration, purfuing invas
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tiably the good of its citizens, we have witnefled nes
feven years of profp=rity. W hile torreats of blood have
been flowing on the continent of Europe, inundating
proviaces. W bile death with gigantic ftulk, has been
depopuiating the human race with the fword of deftric-
tion. While defolation with its tesrible confequents,
are fpreading horror and deftruttion, over a great part
of the avilized world. While diftreffed humaaity, has
cried aloud to heavea for her fufferings ; we have lived
in the full erjoyment of peace and libercy. We have
1 our helin of ftate, been guided by the m2o, whon the
the people d=lizhied to choofe for their firlt magiftrate ;=
the wife and patiitic Fefferfon, a vame invuloeradl: to
calomny, whcfe virtue awes and appals his enemies,
whoie merit rifes fuperior to ali that malice and falfe.
hood can propagate, and whofe patriotifm fhin:s canfpi.
cuous, in all he does. _ -

Yer, notwithitanding rife great bleflings which we
en)oy from our happv fyftem of gavernment, notwithe.
ftandiag the happinefs which it impartsto allits citizens,
Tredfin has of late reared its head among us; plans
the moft diabolical have beea laid and fyftematized for
accomplifbing the greateft of all public calamities—a fe=
peratim of the federative uniom. Though they have not
fucceeded in their nefarious plot ; though wee patriot.
n and attachment to the eftablithed gpovernment has
been manifefled by a great portion of our citizens ; we
have been coavinced that there are men living in the
fun-fhine of l:berty, and enjoying our privileges, who
would facrifice cthofe bleflings, trample the liberties of
their country under foot, and unfurl the baaners of
defpotifin in our land. My fellow=citizens, whence
this direli®ion § Do we cherith ferpeats in our bofoms
vitally todeftroy us ? Happily, thoogh, fuch charac-
ters are but few, who would facrifice the enjoyments of
freedom and liberty, to ambition and avarice. How.
ever, fearch them out, know them, and deteft them ¢
fuffer them not iefidicufly to ingratiate themielves in
your confidence ; thereby they would be enabied to
fap you in a vulnerable part. He who would diflclve
the bond of our political union,would 10fl ¢t i the vicals
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&f fiserty, the moft deadly wound it is capable of Tt

teiving.

Americans, guard your rights as the pupil of yeur ey
Rememteer that fufpicion 2:d jealoufy are the guardian
prote@ors of freedom. Place implict coifidence in
none. Let ations alone be your criterion in deter-
mining on merit. WATCH THE POLLS OF YOUR
ELECT10NS, there difcharge the duties which you owe
10 your country with fidelty. Suffer not a fopinenefs
or htleflucfs 1o embofom you in a faral fecurity ; con-
fider that if thefe duties are negle@ed, forrow and re-
gret muft enfue, and will be eatailed upon foture gent.
erations.

Veterans of the Revolutian,

) You who have furvived the cas
fualties and uncesiainiies of life, while thirty-one revo.
lutions have been accomplifhed, by the orbs in ouf
fyitem« We are here affembled to commemorate the
period of your trials, in which you manifelied difregard
for danger, and plcdged yoor lives for the emancipa-
tion of yoor country- ¥ our dangers, fatigues and toils
are gpratefully held in remembrance. Accept wor~
thy fages fom us the homage cf gratitude !—Behold
we venerate and celebrate the work of your hands.
You have lived tc fee thofe principles in practice which
you manfully defended. YPou have become convinced,
that liberty may be entrufted with a virtuous people,
without baneful confequences arifing therefrom.

- May each of you, venerated fires, pafs on in life with
happinefs ; may your importaat fervices not for a mo-
ment be forpotier.  May that liberty which derived
its exiftence from yout vialoor,never be deftroyed in our
country ; and may each of you, when the lamp of life
grows dim, and death is alout to affc@ that change,
which all created nature uvndergoes; leavef us 10 the
full et joyment of it, and be happy in the reflcdion, of
dhaving afiifted in the eftablifhing of it

RN NI PO et b R
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Solders tm arms,

Ycur country trufting in your vircve wi-: - firm rew
Yiance on your pateio: f n plecis are o invev haras for
its defcace 3 euld a: v proud fupricr s . toe, darc to

invade our rights ; thouls aey attemer .. mede. to de~
firoy the fsbric of cur liverties—:L: flundurd of our

couniry would be the ral'-ving poiv;( ot our hoi.ourcd
. miliia, who are the pall.dum of our rights; each
. would emulate is ac:s of heroifmaud valour, not forget-

ting that their dearcit rights have called them to arms ;

- their families, their homes, and their country have re-

quired their eftorts :  That they are not wercesaries;

' carrying on rapacity. to gratify the ambition of 2 tyras=~
. nic chief ; but ““thateach is a citizen as well as a [olsier.”

Thercfore with a ffrit regard for right, aud the ciers
nal principies of juftice, perform your feveral duties to
your coustry, both civil and military, and in the lan~
guage of your declaration of independence, treat all the
world, as *“ cacmies jn war, in peace friends.”

Fair daughters of Col--mbia,

W hofe patriotifm and perfonal charms, vie with each
other ; form thofe to your principles, who are gover<
ned by your attra&ticnse While thofe virtues and
charms which adorn you are revererced and c¢fteemed.
all muft be fubfervient to your government. lafpire us
with fentiments of duty and patriot:fm ; let your in~
dignaat frowns be felr by thofe who are not moved, by
the incitements of beauty and female eloquence.

And ye, refp:&tzd matrons, whofe province it is to
guide aright and icthil, in the micds of your lifping off-
{pring, jult principles ; and to rear them in their prac-
tice 3 vouchfafe to impiant in their tender minds s love
of country, a duz re:pe for tiie bleflings of liberty, and
aregard for the happy government under which they
live : Then will their prefervation be fecure.

My Fellow Citizens living as we do n this fivored
land, in the full pcfleflion ot librrty 5 bhfled with the
government of our ciioice, which d:fpe fes equully

its benefits to all, and in the full tide of profperity, both
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fn our exterior and domeftic relations, have we noe
abundant reafon for exultation !

Oa this aufpicious day, with hearts overflowing with
gratitude to God, for fuch fignal felicity ; on the aliag
of our country, let us fwear t0 maintin its liberties,
and perpetaate them uvaimpaired to our children. Let
us never lofe fight of jultice, the principles of which are.
immutable and not to be violated. Let us regard vir-
tue and koowledge, as (he fureft means to fecure liber-
ty, and labor for their diffufion ; which will bege: a
veneration for our republican inftitutions. Let the
youth of cur countrv be duly inflroQted therein ; leg
ghew be informed of the pecaliar bleflings they are born
to the enjoyment of, and that the celebration of this
duy, is intended to convey to future ages, 2 knowledpe
of the manfol fRroggles and glorious achicv=ments of
their fathers : by fo doing our country to the end of
time, will remain the feat of liberty ; a portion of the
carth giving happinefs to man, but difguictude to ty.,
rants : A fpot hailed as an aflylum for oppreffed hu.
manity ; where tyranny indigoant hides her head ;
where freedom and civilzation go band in hand ; where
the human mind free from refiridtion becomes invigora-
ted in its fprings, and Qands as an evidence of the effe@
of freedom thereon ; and where its neareft aproxima.
tion to perfe&ion is likely to appear. ‘

In one univerfal acknowledgment, let every friend to
his country, ow to the great arbiter of Nations and of
men, for thefe bleilings enjcyed by us. Let joy and
gladnefs pervade every bofom. May human liberty be
extended throughour the world. May tyranay and def-
potifm be banithed from the earth, and may our happy
country increafe in power to eftablifh its principles of
government and the rights of man. .

4 Corumria! Columbia, to glory arife,

“ Thou Quecn of the world and thou child of the skies ;

¢ Thy zenrus commands thee, with rag:ures behold,

‘¢ While ages on ages thy fplencoss uniolds -




