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A DISCOURSE, &e.

Tuge, xxi1. 26.
« But ye fhall noc be o 2 bur he thatis greateft 2.
many you, let him be as the younger ; and hL that i
chicf, as he that doth ferve”

HE occafi-n of thefe words was a

difpute among the difciples of Chrift
abont fuperiority, as may be {ren by atieu-
ding to ver. 2,th 3 And thers was ald
ftrife among them, which or (hera theull
be arcounted the greatetts They had im-
bibed a firange notivn that i Saviour w
about to emancipate the Jews from the h.)..
man yoke, and to reitore thew ¢iv.! rights,
Elated with the delufive profp &, they be-
gan to contend for poils of honnr, ard who
fhould have th: pre-eminence in the nuew
cablifiment. The infatiable thi:ftin moca
kind tor preterence has appeared m cvery
age, and been a fruitful fource «f muny e.
vils. Our bldled Lord, 1o manifeft Lis dee
teftation againtt tuch haughty ambiticn,
points his dilciples to the gertiie world,
ver. 25th, *¢ And ke (aid unio them, The
Kings of the Gentites oxercife Jordfh p
over them j and they that exercile suthonty
upon ihem are called benctattors ”  Piuina
ly luggeliing, that tor them to ietk for poits
ofhouorunder thefpecious garb ot functi y, was
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{ymbol'zing with the heathen, and aQirg
pertedtly inconfiftent with the mature of
that kingdom, he came 10 introduce ; the
lineaments ot which are concilely drawn in
my text : ¢ Bat ye {hail not be fo: but he
that i greareit among you let him be as

the ycunger, and he that is chief as he that

deth lerve. e

In which words we have the nature, and
dcfizn of a free government, epitomifed,
by the uncrving hend of wildom, Liberty
and cqality ure words very fanuliar at the
p:elear day, and way p flitly be abufed.
‘that there ought to be a kind of {abordi-
naticn ameng men, noae will difpute 3 and
that it iy bervetictal to ficiety, is cqually
obvisus. A veneration for parencs, oiffere
ence to the aged, and relpe@ (o «flicers
bothin church and (fale, are matters taught
us in the word ot God. The idea is impli.
=3 wmy text; a proud ambitious afpire
jug temper wius what Chndt went to dil-
vl do be greate@® was the delign of the
oo iples, without a genercus regard to the
conaaunity at large 5 to get into cffice
w 5 ihe great ol je@ @ biind to the intercdt
oi coe < Mmmonwea'th, the importance of
the nmater did not come up to view;
tut n a hecileis wancer they woud
th uft them{:tves fo ward, on'y tw be cailed
greate 1f f.om fuch feibfh motives nen
crowd themicivos o ctitee, a fimilar ade
snintdration m:y well be expeeted,  Iuas
ei fogular iiup rtance to uicertaia the tiue

o il
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¢riterion of greatns(s, When a man dil.
tinguifhes himfelt by a propar regard for the
general good, he is “hen worthy the name;
he rifes to eminenge, and commands a
kind of veneration from all arouad him —
T his is that true dign:ty the bleff-¢ § fus
taught among men, and that fh:ne con'pic.
vous in his life.  He that is greatott anong
you let bim be asthe younger ; and be to.t 15
tbief, as be that coth ferwe.  Planlv {uge-
gefting, that it is the defiga of the appoint-
neent to office, to lerve the public, and is
the only teft of true greatats.

The nature and cefign of a republican
government ;=—Itg p:culiar Importance
Together with a few oblcrvitiors fuvora-
tls to independence, will very biietly be
atiended to on the prefent occalion.

I. Some ct the teutures of 2 free governe
ment will be drawa.  ‘Tne word 1» 1o come
mon amobg men, that it may be thought a
dehmition 18 {carcely necidlay; however,
as people bave anvexed difliicntideas to
it, a finall attention to the maiter wnay = ¢
be impe: tinent,  'T'he propenti.y of the Lue
man mind has fuch a piepurderincy to ce
vil, that it1s more vhan poflidiz 1t has proved
a {timulus to vice ; and v our lLiverty be-

come a ci. k- ot icentioulnels, 1 hit f me

~‘have carned the point fo far, as to brauk

through every barrier of reurainr, we hive

parniul evidence 1 While cibeis, to avord
this exireme, have talco on Churybdis and

retufed  tha huerty whare v Unasit has
Mauc 10CuL ilce, e
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. Tt has bren thrnpht by (cme, thit to fce
cure the riplts of ¢ nicience is a very im.
po tont treit in a fre: government, and the
eflntdal part of it 3 (uch ideasare £y vague
and indefici-e, as o c:t bat little light on
thefu'j &: mn caa muke confcence of
alm it wy nnh to car y a pnnr The
{criptures ‘peaks of 8 frared and ¢ofiled con
fcience, How often is this moble iight in
man oh{cured and rendered more than ul* .
Jofs, thrcuph the prevalence of 4 coirupt
he.rt, ard the Yglt in us beeomes total
da kaefs ? In this way pany will plead ex-
empticn fron duy, and mika a leud ou’-
cry cg=inft civilirjunétions that would en.
force their o' ligations thercto., Wkhen the
didlates of conlcience invade the rights and
well-beirg of fecietv, they are not to be
gratifiec.  YWhea it becomes evident that
a man i3 closking fome malicicus delign a«
gsind his ne:gh t*or ot the cumn-.onwcahn,
vnder the [anliiy of veligion, it is quiie

fuituble that he be impeded by the hand of

the c.vil magitirate, Lhe idcas then that
we cught to corne@ with ladependerce,
m[*u,.l cauifim, Laberty, &c. wiil admout of
a veiy fimpic d:ﬁmm/n. By a:tzrding to
tieend, or defign of it, we kave the lhmg
it elf, It is 10 defend and [ccure the nat-
urad siglts of men, By this uyreﬁion 13
e at, thofe priviieges, wheiher cavil er {

cred, that the God of nature hath g‘vexx
s — 7o know what this charter comp. ifes,
We are 10 view tuein in hiir slation to fos

L Ned . mdire e -
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ciety at larpe : When they are corigerial
wich this ch;e &, we cught mot chrerfuily
to faud in with the defign, and view cu-
felves as breathing the very [pirit and lite
of tiue liberty,  This is thzt nable inde~
pendence and rep.blicanifm taught in my
text. Every deviation {rom this tefl. ig
inconfifent with true libetry, and ought to
meet with {ome kind of obfiradtion frem
civi! authority,

That I hav: not crred in the above de-
fcription is evidert, from the magnitude of
the ohjc&t propoled, viz, the gemeral good ;
therefore moft faluzary to men, and ouly
wurthy of divine approbation,— It is trur,
men may difagree as t» whit wiil conduce
to the gener. geod, and fo human l:ws be
very imperfe@d. 1'hat the public voice is
to decide ca the fubjet, mu(i be granted.
Yet there miy be fo great 2 deleltionin a
kingdom or commonwealth, as to vindicate
the ninor in wirthdrawing ; but [o long as
‘we remain eonneted with a fociety, | fee
16 way but to {ubmit, withcut an attack
ot the rights of men, and the principle of
true liberty, un'éfs where the real rights of
cenfcience i v evidently iiivadeds

Our bencficent creator has furnifhed us
with moral and natural endowments, and
they accoiding to common f{cnfe, are cur
own : if fo we have a right to u'e them in
every way wherein we mokes no encroach-
men's cn the equal rights of our neighbur,
~Q.hiers can hLave no dewn.nd on us fos
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what they never guve cor for which we are
in no ferfe indebted (o them. Fvery ut-
tack ot thisnature ~ughtro he cpnofed with
the fame Jaudable zeal and abhorrence as if
it bad brermacde cn our ives. As we ftand
veiated <0 & d, 't is true we are not cur own,
vet he all ws ug this prerogative to excre
all ovr facu'ties, in behalt of the gencral
gord.— L'ke laws fthe commenweslth are
to def.nd mankind in the prac.able poffel-
finn ot thele invaluable bleflings, which -
rju.ily belong unto al men us cheir birthe
11ght.=—-As vl regulaticns refpe@ the
commurity, and all are equally intrefted
in them, we at once argue their crnigin,
viz from the people at Jarge. This is that
genuine republicanifm that we ought moft
earneitly to conteud fer, ind is the very
founcation cf true irderenderce ; the ex-
celiency, and importance of which, will in
the ncxt place be confidered.

The benign ir fluer.ce of fuch a eonflitus
tiecn and goveinment, comyprifed in the a-
bove remarks, may te clearly deduced from
the cor:fiderat.cms, that it is falln.g in with
the divine plin, «nd ceincident with the
laws of natuie. Thele rights were given
to mcn by the author ¢f our being, as the
bell antidote apuinfl faGion § to meliorate
the troubles « f lifc, and 1o cement mankiad
1n the dnicieft bends of tricnd fhip and foe
ciety — L hele whn cppofe fuchr a form of
gevercment veould wveit the orter - f na-
ture, aad the ceatiuaon of heaven, and
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Ceftroy the beauty and harmony of tiie
natural and moral worlds,

‘I'he troubles incident to men; have their
origin from this fource ; nor can the body
politic cnjoy peacs, (ymmetry and trac-
quility, until it rcfumes its ~rder ; but ke
a d.flocated bone, will diftule convulfion
and paiv through eve v member, The na-
tural body is in hrualth and profperiy
iul ng as its conftituted laws have their
free operation ; but when obftructed, ficke
re's and death are inevitable.

It may ferther be obferved, that a {ree
republican government huas the prefeier ce
to all others, in that it tends to dftroy
thole diftin@ions among mcn that cugte
never to exit. ¢ All men aretorn - quale
ly tree and independenr & huve certain i
herent ard and unalienable nigl :3,”” to ule
the language of cur own conuitution,
which coincides with the holy oracles, A&
17. 30 : Tlhc more this can bs muintained
the nearer it anfe's the original peitect
draughte It God 1. w fuch a {tate of focice
ty wus rooft favorable to men, it cught (il
to be muirtained, 1he dudiinionus «r'y
to be 1eprudated are fuch as have po true
mwierit 10 thew, but aie murely nennnal,
fuch as birth, nichesy, empy tiddes, & ¢y—
7K -dc were the (hings contead=d for Ly the
ducipies ¢t Jolus, which be difcari s in the
texi 3 chey would be great without gondoc's
Or withcut i ving tite pubtic,  Palin ujon
au #lpinng mortal the flaticiing tules ot
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King. Prince, Lord, &c. merely becaufe he
was born under a more (plendid roof or
lav in a fofter cradle, than his ncighbor,
has more gold in his cheft, and his farm is
wider at both eads, or what thre' mift:ke
has a higher parentage, he will at once fora
get the only teft of true greatnc(s, and only
value hin:felf on his being able to tyran-
nize over others, and can lock down oa his
own fpccies with eontempt. This at once
throws the ballance of power into the
wrong fcal: and enervates the bands of fo-
cicty. This has been the fruitful fource of
dominaticn and blood-thed wtich has dé.
neminatcd this world an sceldama ; this
has kept Europe at war with little ecflation
for more than nine cencuries ; and its ine
fluence has been fclt ia the happy climes
of Nurth America, ~Blefled be God ! the
bloody flag could not be eitablithed on our
fhores ; ard while othersare falling vi&ims
to the hard and ciuel hand of tyranny, we
enjry peacze, far from the din ot war, and
ihe Lidecus habitations of cruel opprefliss,

Tliere cannot be a greaer fource of evil
to ma: kind than to 1mbibe wrong fentie
men's «bout (ree greatnels,.—In a luad like
vur', wheve the pecple are free and view
ench cihier a3 brethren engrged in cne
c mmen caule, virtge and  philantherpy
wiil b cunlidered as the tiue criterions of
citin€tion,-=ate w:!l be eiteemed greac
wro s fervant ot ally, who is wiliing 10 de.
yote lus taients to the pubdlic goud. Thefs

L
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pre the prominent features of a free, repub.
lican goveinment, and fhould attach us to
our prefent conftitution.

Again, A free, indcprndent adminiftra-
tion, like ours, is very triendly to knowl-
pdge and inttru@ion ; it expands the hu-
man mind, and gives it a thidt after im-
provement, ‘The amizing progrels that
thefe ftates have made 1n ufzful ares aud
fcicnce, of almod every kind, during the
twenty five years of our independence, will
jultity the prcfent remark ; perhaps no bif
tory will be reid to better advariage,.—
When men are made to believe that tive
dignity confifts in outward parade and poma
pous titics, they forget the thing itfelt, and
thc greater part of the community view
the otber as unattainable, they lo k up to
o:hes as above them, and forget to thiik
for themfelves, mor retain their own impor-
tance in the fcale of being. Hence, usder
& monarchal government, pzogple are coms-
monly ignorant ; they know but litile more
than 0o bow to delpots, and crouch to
them for a piece of bread.

The propiiety of this idea will appesr
ftrikingly evident by pointin: you to the
) poor Africans, amomg us. \Vhat has re-

duced them to their prefens pititul, abjelt

face ? Is it any dift:ntien that the God of
nature hath made in their formation ? Nay
—but being fubjeited to flavery, by the
cruel hands o1 uppicilors, they have beca
1 taught to view themnlelves as a rank of be-

[ N
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ings far belew others, which has fupprefled,
1.1 2 Jegree, every principle of manhood,
and fo they become defpiled, ignorant, and
licentious. This thews the cffeéts of defpo<
t:fm, and {hould fill us with the utmoft de-
teltation againlt every attack on the rights
of men : while we cherifh and diffuf:, with
a laudable ambition, that heaveu-born libe.
erty wherewith Chrift batk made us free.
Should we compare thoie countries, where
tyrants are gurged with human vlood, to
the fac more peaceful regions of North
America, the contralt would appear ftriking.

On the whole, does it not appear thata
land of liberty is favourable to peace, hap-
pinefs, virtue and religion, aand fhould be
Leld facred by mankind ?

In the laft place— A few direicns were
promifed, as necefliry means to fecure, or
maintain our liberties and indcpendence.
The tute of the once noble republic of
Rome, and many others ¢ What took place
in the iatirregnuin of eleven years and four
months in Euglaad, between the reigns of
Charles Iirlt and Second, may fh:w that ’tis
more than p ilidle that {uch a precious dia-
mond msy lule its luitre, and undergo a
total extinéttion. The prefear unhappy
divilions among us, do not wcar the moft
favournble alpedts, as to this gistter,

In the ficit place—It is quite necetiary that
people well underitand the wue aature of -
sepublicanifm and independence ; that -
they import fomething uobie and excellent
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qiothing vaia and licent:ous, but what is
promotive of order, virtue and morality,—-»
The ftate of mankind, is fuch, that they
cannot live without law : break down
this barrier, and our cafe at once becomes
alarming. It is nothing firange, if through
the perverfencfs ot human nature, our fyit-
em bas been mifs.underftocd, as falling in
with the lufts of men, and tavorable toa
| diffolute life : than which nothing can be
more fubverfive of the {chome, lhatcvena
¥ in regeucrated France, the.e has bren
2 fomething of this nature, is toe evident,=-
We fhould always xeep in mind thar a
true rcpublican is one who withes well to
the good confitu:ion and }iws of the com-
§ monwealih, is ready to lend his hear,
| Dis fword and his propesty for their fup.
port ; gives meiit its proper pluce ; rele
pe€ts magiidtrates, according as they appeat
to regard the happinels of fociety, ard
fecks the geiieral good.— Heis peaccahisz
and quict under an wholelome admmnitra.
4 tion ; but anarchy and contufin are of
d «ll things molt detcitable, witie he grows
better uunder the benign icfisence of good
government, lcig very comuaion for peo-
ple to cxpicd too much {rum fuca a fydeny,
und cannctin any d-grec be {uifizu withi-
out a perh & admmitiation,  his is niot
L be cxpected in this degenerais worid g
’i herefore fome imperfections .o thofe wics
g feive the public, myl be d'7un’ed wil
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renublieangovernment like ours,where civil
pfficers are fo dire&tlly amenable to the
people, Let it be remembered, chat true
independence bhas religion, regularity, ard
a veneration for goed order for its objedts,

Wkhen a minor comes of age, and is no
longer uader tutors and governors, it is too
often the cafe, that he forgets all kinds of
fubordination, and finks into diffi pation and
vice, and is 2t laft thut up in a balile, or
becomes a prifoner at Ncwgate,

2. Would a pr~ople mam:ain their inde.
pendence, the wholefome laws of the com,
monwealth ought to be faithtully execu:.
ed, Itis gererally expeéted that a repub.
lic breathes kindnefs, tendernefs or benev-
elence. L'rom the mercilefs hand of ty.
raony, there is a natural, and eafy tranfi-
tion toa ftate of extreme moderation :—-
‘Whatever laws are enited, they lofe all
their importunce without aregard to their
fan&ions,—T'hey muit be firmly and faithe
fully executed, ‘or at once they fzll into
contempt, the bands of fociety are broken
down, and deftruction becomes ineviiable,

3. The neutrality of thefe ftates ought
to be held facred 3 not only becaufle it is
{o caineltiy recommended in the legacy of
him whole name s Rili precious to every
truc American, [ mean the immorial
WasuisNeToN 5 but becaufe it alfo com-
morts with the plain vidazes of reafon. -
*“ Leave off contention before it be med.-
g4 dwith,” was the advice of one of thg
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wifeft princes ; the inteciinn i danpercpe §
by it we fhall be apt te imbibe the t recuy
of warriors, become intuman, and involve
ourfelves in the general faion. Letus ftand
&beholdother nations at war,with cmotions
of pity 3 while to us the liurel of peace
fits regent on the throne ant (weeters eves
ry enp yment. ‘I'hat we have hitherto
been preferved from taking an adlive pait
in foreign cortentions. dewanldsairicute of
thanks to him, who his raifed up
inltruments and bicfled their judicicus ene
deavors.—Let us be what thale words ime
port, FREE AMD INDiP:NDEMT STATES/

4. As a further mean to maiiutain our
rights and immunities, we fhould beware
of difcord among curlelves. Thar a king-
doin divided aguintt itleif carnot f{tany, i3
a divine maxim, and confirmed by long «x-
perience,  Uiion in every focicty is ¢line
tia: toi's exifience.—kEvery t:ig;z cf a prte
ulent and paity Ipirit cught carefuily t) be
avoided, —€andid difcuthi n is uletul in e
very communi'y 3 while bitternc!s, inve(t-
ive and esthuliafm, only yprejudice the
Leart and biind the underitunding  How
often have public ccc:fions, tiat other-
wifc might huve proved profititle, been
rendercd more than ufeleds tor vaant - f it
prudence, modcration and frecdihinp that
thould always diftuguith a tree people —
‘Lhat the unbaypy dividons among us,
jave  becn  greatiy thimalitcd by fuch
InEADs, we dave pauuntul cvidensss ) et
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the prefs can plead exemption from fuck
an imputation, carnot be admitted.
Forcign powsrs envy our tranquility, they.
abhor republicanifm ; as by it their craft is
in danger. They wifh in every pcflible
way to {eparate us, that we may fall an ea-
fy prey to their pride snd avarice. Next
to maintaining eur indepencence, let us
caltivate a laudable union ameng ourfelves
and this will render us invincibie to every
mv.l,

g, Might I be endulged a little, I would
fay, that educaticn 2nd the ¢iffuficn of ule-
ful knuwlecge, is very favorable to a tree
govcrament,  Oppreflion and ufw pation
Lold their empires where ignorance and
datknels fpread their f{able domain. Let
people be well inftruéted, let them read the
hitory of kings, and know the rights of
men, and it will be d:flicult to make them
believc that the names, King, Lord, Sover-
¢ign, Prince, Vifcount, and fuch childith
trumpery, ought to command their purie,
theii property, and liberty 3 but that goced-
pels, virtue or banevulence, are things that
dum.nd veneraticn,

6. 1he end and defign of goverpment,
which 15 to Ir curc the naivral rightsot men,
fuggelis an:ther idea of importance as ne-
eeltary to tupport our prefent Conititution,
v.z. shatioch men be appointed to flice
whote charadters comport with 1t.—1t to
preferve our liv.s und properiy, and to
detend the pubiic from cvery encroach-
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ment, ate the great objecis of civil govern-
ment, then men et a philanthiopic fpn'i;,
who will naturally care tor mankind, cvgat
only to occepy plices of pubdlic betru; tra it
He that would with to bacome conliqie.-
tial im any other way, only in [eeking e
g+od of his ueizhbor, is dangerous to fcico
ty.—‘* But y: fhall not be (03" fays my
text, * but he thatis greatelt among you,
let him be as the vounger, anc he that is
chief, as he that doth {erve.”— P'he end of
the appointment is to ferve our generazion
by the wiil ot Gd ; thea men of a nartow
feliith, mercenary f{pirit fhould forever be
excluded from polts of prefziment, The
fawning fycephany, wao is fe:King prome-
tion only vo gratify his piid: and anbition,
will if an opportuaity prefents, fel'  his
country tor lels than thirty pieces ot iilver,

The [cntimsa: now incuicating receives
abundant energy frum the oracizg of divin:
truth, and fhouid ever b2 helo facred,

. In a word, it would be an unpa-don-
able error th uld I forzet to mun I that
which after all 1s the great and only [ouizs
of felicity, peace andprofjericy among uen,
1 mean religion. Avcpublicun goveam:n:
has itsbalisinthis. Cin we torug misren: bl
idea of ple y and Uhritlianny. thun wnst ;3
comprifed 1 the words beneyaienc: unl
true patitotim. Folove God and e ano.
ther, and to le .k the h.lp;‘:.-.ﬁs 4o d }, 004 of
the wiiverie, tuvolves cvery thing ciat is
g:eat, nuble, vinwouy and ezl Lot Ocle

D
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fih:ncls erevrates every focial bard and ene
dearment, {ets men at variance, andis the
fcurce of evety evl. Viece debafes and
weaskens the humsn miad ; and 18 to the
bedy pelitic what ficknefs is to the natursl
canfirntirn.  No fooner did Sampfon tref-
pals on the rules]ot religion &morality,than
hs hecame a wesk, menjal flive, and did
grind in the prifon hcule, Piide, diflipa-
tion and impiety, have crumbled empires
in the duft, and buried their names in ev-
erlafting cbbvion. A facred regard to ho.
lv inftitutions is neceflny to fecure the di-
vine favour and protettion, and to maintain
the order of {ociery. Thefe words of ir.
fpiration cannct too often be repeated, an i
are worthy to he written in indelible char-
aCtirs on the fleth'y t.bles of our hearts:
¢ Righteoufne’s exclteth « naticn ; but fin
Is a reproach to any pecple.”
But te draw towards a clofe,

A teview of ihis fubje@ may tend to ine
foire cur breafts with the magnitude ard
ymportance of cur independence, which
is the defign of the prefent appointment to
commemorate,

Hail ! hapry era ! that breke the gall-
ing ycke, and taught the trec.born fony of
Colun.bia toafleit their binbh-rights, This
sulpicieus day, ncver, rever to be forget-
ten, will be held in the higheft veneraticn
to generaders yet unborn.  Thisis tue dey
thar fair liba sty rusitied the once contamie
nated regions of North Ameiica,ard sllumt.
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nated cur cruntry with ijte exhilerating
heame | —=This is the day, fatal to tvrants
its i" lacnce will extend teo the remetett cor,
ners of the globe, and teil the groaning
1,rs ot defpots that they may he free.—
Th's is the day that will form a furprifing
and importent epoch in the annals of hifto-
ry. end be viewed with pleafing altenith-
ment to remoteft ages, It cannot be ex-
petted that the rifing generation canform a
compctent eflimate of that legacy, tranfmit.
ted to them by noble ancetors: they wire
not on the ftage when calamity, war and
decath {pread defolation through our bleed.
ing country ; yet they will fird fuch vefti-
ges of z=al tor liberty, and for the contelt-
ed rights of their country, as will be more
glorious and fignificant than the pyramids
of Egypt'— We truft they will never for-
gct to hold thefe things facred, and convey
them inviclate ' * poftcriiy.— May America
ever retain her dignity, and grow in eftcem
on the true bafis of merit ;=be a fcourge
to tyrants, a retreat for the opprefled =
May her c¢ivil, military, and rcligious op-
perations, ever corfpire te promote peace,
piety and profperity, and introduce thofe
bappy days, when the danger of war fhall
be too remote to dilturb our repofc, or
wound the temder feclings of the foul, No.
thing can bec more detrimegtal to religion
than tyranoy and cpprefiion, or to that
kingdum the blefled J:lus came into the
world to fet up.whichgive rifc tothecaution
in the text, * But ye thall not be fo: bug
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Fe that is great s mong vou fhall be as 1he
ysunger, and he that is chicf, a3 he thot
doth feive.” Mzy we not almod predift
that this will be the blifstul regiow thit wiii
introduce the golden age, or pezceful king.
dem, that fhill bresk in pieces all the
haughty empires of the world 2nd fo Ame.
rica become the giory of the wh: le eur h.
The profp<& grows upen our imagina-
tion and tills the {oul with anticipating j .y /
~QOppreflion, tyranny and dominatien
are the myftical Fuphrates, that nult be
dried up that the beams of thisifing mora.
ipg may illuminate our gl be.  The vere.
ran {ons of Vermonr,fhould not be the lafito
cfpoufe the rights of men as her 22al thone
conlpicuous a: an ea:ly pericd. 1heprifent
flouriihing fitwaticnol thistate stspopul: tion,
and commeree, are truly furprfing ; fhowld
fhe be as ditinguifhed for her peace, vire
tue and morality, the will foecn becotne a
ftar of no finall magnitude in the revohu.
tion. Thelc f{entimerts are rot tuggetied
to (timulate pride and vain ambirion, bt
to that noble fpirit advertcd o in my teur,
which 1s the highet orrament ot humaa
pature on eirth, and renders us fit [wbjects
for the eutertainments of heaven,

Our indcpendence was purchafed at a
dcar rate : moie tnan an hundied thouland
$ell in the imporiant ftruggle.--The iwect;
the delicious diaught, that this day cueers
our {pirits, 18the price ot dbiocd. The @if-
conlolate widow, the bereaved parcnt, aad
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the weeping orphan, can ftiil relate the
mcurnful difatter. To buy our freedormn, the
ger erous warrior has forfaken the inviting
charms of domefticlife has diftinguithed him.
eifinthe ficld-of battle, & become a vitimto
the king of terrors. Many of our once jul-
dy youth tave fallen in the inhofpitavle
defart, and been a prey to favage barbarity.
How many have breathed out their fouls
beneath fome lofty oak, o7 morg humble
thrub, without a friend to witnefs the ago-
nizing groan, or {oothe the convuliors of
pature ! ‘Lhe tributary tear fhould trickie
down ovur cheek, whkile the detail of wae
accol's our imagination '—The fituaticnt
of cur cuuntry before independence wds
proclaimed, was {uch that nothing buta
prefercnce’of liberry to life itielf, could give
rife vo the declaration. We were compare
stively (mall ;=~Our troeps undiciplined,
and unaccuftomed to the bardfhips of war;
our muitary {tores {carcely fufficicnt for a
fingle combat ; a formidable enemy to
oppofe, whofe arms had commonly pro-
ved victorioes ; we had ailo inteltine foes,
who were ready to betray usy, &e. Muy
we aot fay with the uimoft propriety, ¢ I
it had pot betn the Lora who was on
cur ide, when men rofe up aguintt ug :ww
then thry h.diwallowed u. up quick,when
their vrath was Kiadled aganit vy’ -—
, Thofe advccates for liberty, whefe
names aie this day precious, and thro’
whole inftiumentality our independence
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is eftablithed, derived all their fkill,
prowefs and zeal from that almighty be
ing, who directs all the affairs of men,
Nothing fhort of a kind of miraculous
interpefition hasjbrought us hitherto.--
With the warmeft emotions of heart,
let us ere® an altar of praife to him who
is the auther of our independence, and
to whom we are full to look for its fup.
pert. )
Let us never forget the remarkable
divine goodnefs towards us in the times
of diftrefs. Many of you can remem-
ber thofe days of tribulation, being dri-
ven from your habitations, & were dif=
turbed with the frightful haunts of
hlood-thirfty favages, through the fi-
lent watches of the night | Qur lives,
eur all hung in fofpence ; but the Lord,
who is the fcourge of tyrants, the frierd
of liberty, hath dore great things for
us whereof we are glad. Let us raife
up tribute of thanks to our great bene.
factor, and cffer the moft unfeigned
gratitude on the altar of praife. May
that exalted name, the Lord Jehovah,
animate our fouls, to whofe paternal be.
nignity we owe our prefent dignity,
that we may never be blind to his holy
government, thro’ the glare of profper-
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ity. On occafions like this, we are too
apt to forget this obje®, and tarnifh
our laurels by immoderate indulgence.
'To cultivate peace, friendthip and free-
dom, is falling in with the nature of
the appointment. Would we main-
tain our independence, let us fecure
the patronage of him from wheace it
derived its exiftence, and who hos dif-
tinguifhed America by molt fignal dif.
plays of goodnefs and power. To be
impatient under a conflitution like
ours, and nat be ready to ufe every
laudable endeavour on all preper occa-
fions to defend it, argue an urpardona-
ble fupinenefs. Explore every corner
of the globe for an equal afylum, tired
in the fruitlefs chafe, you would moit
eagerly feek the refrething (hides of
happy Columbia. ¢tillit is aland of
improvement ; we are not to conclude
that the fair tree of hiberty hath reach-
cd 1ts highet zenith: ; miy we not
add to its luftre by every new and valu-
able acquifition ; But we fhoald keep
in mind thes principles and end of gov-
ernment @ Lhat it is to carb the pai-
fions of men ; to fupprels vice and im-
muraiity 5 to build up focicty, and to
cflabluby religion in the world,  What
cacouragewent in fuch a land as this,
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for men to feek for greatnefs on the true
bafis of merit, or to rife in the {cale of
being by ferving their country, or by
devoting their talents to the general
good 2 On the other band, thofe who
would climb up any &ther way, will
be accounted thieves and robbers. To
fhun the (hoals of delpotifin on the one
bhand, and the rocks of anarchy on the
other, requires {kill. prudence and mod-
eration. A candid, careful and impar-
tial vigilance, under the aulpices of
heaven, will be our fure and conftaat
_protection.

Should the FourTH oF Jurv, bz
‘ever promotive of peace, friend(hip and
religion, the werd INDEPENDENCE,
will have 3 commanding influence, and
be more durable than pillars of marble.
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