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HeNNIKER, JUuLY 4, 1811,

SIR,

THE Committee in bekalf of the Citizens of the town of
Hengiker presert you their thanks for the ingenious arnd high-
ly appropriate Oration by you this day delivered onthe Anri-
versary of American Independenee ; and haveitin charge to
request a copy for the press.

WILLIAM WALLACE,
JOSHUA DARLING, }C‘ouun’ﬂz.
SAMUEL WADSWORTH,

Marruery H{aRVvEY, ESD.

Il

JuLr 8, 1811,

GENTLEMEN,

IN compliance with your request, I submit a cepy of the
Oratiou delivered by me on the 4th instant, to your disposal,
without apology.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

MATTHEW HARVEY.

Wirrram Warrace,
Josnua DARLING,

SAMUEL IWADswor?H, EsQUIRES,



Oration,

MY FELLOW-CITIZEAT,

THE annual return of an 1mportant eveit,
which has diftinguithed the page of hiftory, never ar.
rived with more pleafing fatisfaélion to any nation,
than the anniverfary of this day, to the¢ American
fons of liberty.

We have not affembled to commemorate the accef-
fion of a tyrant, the coronation of an emperor, or the
birth-day of a defpot. We are not callcd together to
make an annual acknowledgement of a conftitution,
which guarantees wealth and power to a corrupt no-
blity, or which binds fervitude and wretchednefs on
ourfclves. But we have convened to celebrate the
anniverfary of our naticnal glory—to commemorate
the day when the heroes of our country ereéted the
{}andard of hberty and boldly declared our indepen-
demnce.

Thirty-five years have now eclapfed, fince the Unit.-
ed States arofe from dependance and vaflalage to a
diftinguifhed rank with the nations of the earth, and
obtained aregiftry with the empires of the world.

Let us hail this aufpicious rcturn of our national ju-
bilce.  Let us interchange our congratulations on this
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happy oceafion, which affords fuch increafing motives
of joy and gratitucle.  But, in performing thefe dutics,
ket us avoid intemperate mirth and idle declamation,

You, my vencrable fathers, can yet remember the
apprchenfions, the difficulties and the dangers, which
betet yon at the cammencement of our revolution.
You beheld, with painful folicitude, the ftorm which
sathcred arcund you, and darkened the horizon ; you
anxioufly watched its procrels, whillt it threatened the
rmn of your countrv. You faw the proud arm of
Britain, intoxicated with power, and emboldened
with fuccefs, extended to wreft your libertics from
vou. Sabmiffion or rfiftance werc prefented to your
view.  You fuw no middle fortune.  Heaven direéted
vour choice, aud the eternal principles of juftice fup-
ported you,in an oppolition to tyrannical power, which
forcver {overed your country from forcign dominion.

Here commenced the unnatural confliét betwixt
Great-Britain and the United Colonies. Here opened
the way which led to the cftablifhiment of our prefent -
form of government.  We might follow the blood-
ftamed path from Lexington to Monmouth, and thence
to Yorktown. We might behold our ports blockad.
¢d bv an boflile flcet, threatening ruin and devaftation
to our comnmercial towns and cities. ' We might {ve
our citizenis murdered—our villages 1 lames—our
inncent and defencelefs friends, a prey ta unbridied
pafiion and infulence.

We flill have a painful recolle€ion of the fcenes of
horror and defolation {pread among the inhabitants on
our weftern frontiers by the unfeeling natives of this
country, at the infligation of our encmies. At the
ftiil hour of midnight fve the ferocious favage enter
your pcaceful habitation,armed with the bloody inftru-
ments of death—hear the crics of your innocent chil-
dren—witnefs the murder of your tender offspring.
Follow his crimnfon footfteps to the wildernefs—enter
bis mifcrable wigwam—fee it hung with the [calps of
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vour [ricnds, and his feat befimeared with the blood of
ycur brothers.

Theft things were witnefled in the paft days of our
revoluticn—they were then tamiliar to the inhabitants
of this country.  You have fcen them deferibed on
the page of hiftory ; you have heard them related by
the war-worn veteran, till the fame {pirit of patriotiim
was enkindled in vour breafts which impelled to ac-
ticn the noble defenders of our 1ights, and which
ihall be tranfmitted, with incrzaling ardor, to mall-
1ons yvet unborn.

Though this conteft was long and {anguinary;
theugh flaughter had ftulked throus h our firects, grim-
ly triumphant ; though ““mauy”™ had becn **the
deaths of the heroes, and wide” had ** iowed the bleod
of the valiant,” yet the viétory was glorious---the
prize was won-.-the invaiuable blefiings of liberty
were obtained, as a rich rewurd for toil wiid bloodihed.

We, my fellow-citizens, now enjoy the froits of this
iron harvclt, We can now {it down, under the {hadow
of our own olive branch, iuirounded with plenty and
peace, and chant, with exquifite delight, the {fongs of
freedom and independince, winle eaterminazing war,
m ellits horrid forms, 1s depopulating the farcdl coun-
trigs of Furope.

Arc we not willing, on this cccufion, to renew our
fath and allegiance to our Coudlitution-? Wil we not
twear to-day, on the altar of liberty, never to furren-
derour dear-bought privileoes to a foreign power ;
but unfheath the fivord in their dfence. and hereafter
to tranfmit them, undiminithed and unimpaired, as a
Iafting bk ffing to future senerations ? ~

We are the auly nation, at this period, who can
bouft, in truth, of ratioual frecdom. We, clone, erjoy
the advantages of a government, grounded in the will
of the people. |
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All the governments i Europe, which once affum.
ed the name of republics, arc now eraled from the
catalogue of nations. Ancient Greece could once
boaft of her Solon and Liycurgus---her equitable laws
and mild government ; but her citizens have {ince be-
come the {port of paflion, and the dupes of alpiring
demagogues.

Romeeras once the ackuowledged miftrefs of the
world. Formed to conquer and govern the nations,
fhe extended her power equal to her fame.  But fince
the davs of Ler greateft glory, her heroes became am-
bitious, her citizens corrupt and ignorant, her juft and
equal laws powerful engines of oppreflion, rendered
hoftile to the intcrefts of her fubjeéts by their unjuft
adminiftration. Patrician pride and Plebeian igno-
rance were a continual fourcc of faétion and danger.
Hence her wititutions were fubverted, and their noble
objetts changed. The faireft ornaments of her gov-
ernment were defaced, 1ts pillars loofed, and at length
this towering edifice tumbled to the ground.

The government of Venice, once the feat of com.
merce and emporiam of the world, is no longer en-
rolled on the hift of republics: An 1mperious ariftoc-
racy and ftate inquifition became jealous of enterprize,
cramped every excrtion of genius, and afterwards
opened the way to inevitable ruin.

The {ate of unfortunate Switzerland ’s never recol-
lefted without a figh from the legitimate fon of liber-
tv. This now unhappy country was once the refidence
of freedom and peace. Honor and induftry were
found on her mountains, and contentment was feen in
her vallies.  But whilft her unfuipc&ling citizens were
liftening ¥ the fongs of French fraternity, and her
centincl fuffered to ficep at his poft, her independence
was taken away, and her government crufhed by that
gignntic power which cxults at the writhings of expir-
ing liberty.
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From the difaftrous fate of thefe unfortunate govern-
ments, let us derive wifdom and prudence to protect
our own. Let us reinember the rocks on which they
have 1plit, and avoid the whirlpools whigh have been
their deftruction,

Disjoined, as we are, from the corrupt courts of Eu-
vope, we have litte intereft in her revolutionary prin-
ciplcs, which have overturned the governments .of
kings and princes, and are rapidly fiveeping away, in
their courfe, every veltige of liberty and iasw.

Under the adminiftration of a government which
combines the wifdom and experience of agcs, our
profperity and greatnefs have increafed far beyond the
bounds of political calculation. A few yuars have
given us the ftrength of a powerful nation ; our in-
duftry has gained us wealth ; and cnterrrize and fuc.
cefs have made us bold and confident.

So excellent is the policy of our conftitution, that
no order of men can boaft of privileges which another
does not enjoy. All who are placed within the rcuch
of our government have equal prcteclion and equal
encouragement. No imperious lords demand our la.
hor, or filch the fcanty pittance from the hand of in.
duftry. The mechanic has the fruits of his own in.
vention. The farmer exults in his numerous herds
and flocks, and cherithes the fondeft hopes, on the
rifing glory of his fields—winlft peace 1s within his
borders, harmony in_his habitation, and plenty, with

her copious horn, difpenius her favors in profufe a-
bundance.

The fupericr advantages which we enjoy, have not
clcaped tiwe artention of the inhaltitants of the eaftern
continent. Many, difdaining the weight of continual
opprefiion, and thirfting for thatliberty which is never
found in munarchicai governwents, have left the land
of their nativity, and fought a refidonce in this happy
country, with an affurance of the fulleft enjoyment of
freedom and peace. "
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The illoftrious MorEeau, who has often condu&ted
the preud armies of France to vittory and glory, and
whofe fume has refounded to the remoteft corners of
tiie world, diiguited with the perverfion of thofe prin.
ciples which he once {upported with zeal, has emi.
arated to the helpitable thores of America, and late-
Iy cluiried the protec¢tion oi our law of naturalization.

I'he unfeeling Turk, enervated with luxury and
floth, beholds with mute aftonithment the operation
of our government 3 and that natural defire for liber-
tv which is implanted in the breaft of man by the
- hand of Omnipotence may fometimes caufe him to
iigh for that {freedom which he never enjoyed ;3 but
thie cold blafts of tyranny have fo paralyzed the tender
feelings of his foul, that he foon relapfes to a ftate of
indiflcrence, and forgets the manacles which bind him.

The advantages of a republican form of govern.
ment muft appear to every one, when he confiders
the exifling commotions in the monarchies of Europe.
Herc is an example of thofe dangerous evils flowing
from corruption and injuftice, which always exift in
tyraniical governments.

Let me remind you of the French revolution, that
continued {cene of cruelty and horror, which is with.
out a parallel in the hiftory of the world. It has drench.
ed Europe in blood—{apped the foundations of her
ftrongeft governments—dethroned ® emperors and
kings, and at length produced a colloffal power in
France, which has eftablifhed itfelf on the ruins of
that ancient monarchy, and now draws its nutrition
from furrounding nations. Liook at the mangled and
mutilated {late of Germany, now balely dependant on
the will of Bonaparte. That martial valor which
once glowed in the breafts of the Pruffian {oldiery
has {ince been transferred to the vitorious armies of
France ; and the heroifm which has lately departed
from the circle of Auftria is probably now {leeping in
the royal cradle at Partis,
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T'urn to the miferable condition of Spain and Por-
tugal. Humanity recoils at a recolleclion of the feences
of carnage and bloodfhed which have recently been
cxhibited 1n thefe ill-fated kingdoms. As a {ubject
of contention betwixt the powerful belligerents of Ku.
rope, their ruin muft be nevitable.  French fraud and
iraternity had reduced them to the bLrink of dcfpair,
and Britifh amity and intrigue muft complete their
final dcftruction.

The conftitution of England is flill proteCled a-
sainft the violence of this revolutionary ftorm. But
the fyffematic injuftice which has charaéterized the
admisiftration of a corrupt miniftry has reundered
this government obnoxious to the interefts of its loyal
people. It is now an unwieldy veflel, tofling aon the
waves of a boifterous fea, manned by a mutinous
crew.

Should our own government be fupported, and re-
mamn unimpatred by the political convulfions which
ftill continue to fhake the empires of the world ; how
thall we exprefs our boundlefs gratitude to the Swu.
preme Ruler of the Univerfe for fuch great and dif-
tingui{hed goodnefs towards us ?

But amidft the mnumerable bleflings of freedom
with which we are now {urrounded, unfeen and for-
midable dangers exift.  I'hat power which i1s gener-
ated in a free government, always contains the fceds of
its own deftru¢tion. They are dormant, fo long as
the nation 1s brave and virtuous ; but when the peo-
pie become corrupt and indolent, they fhoot forth,
like noxious plauts, in wild luxuriance, and anarchy
and defpotifm immediately fucceed.

Revolutions always begin at the foot of fociety.
Here arife thofe popular commotions, which are the
ture bodings of evil to a free government. Here the
afpiring demagogue makes his ftrongeft hold—here
his labors and his mazes tend. By artful delafion, hie
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alichates an unfufpe éling populace from an attachment
to riwlr government and {ets s revolutionary whecls
m motion. And before the ambitious delign is dif-
covered, the hour of retraflionis paft, and the bonds
of flavery are ftongly faltencd on a mifcrable deluded
people.

A republican form of government has ever been a
fubjcet of jealovly in the view of defpotifin. Charles
J1. of Englimd was rcflored to his throne by the king
of France, to prevent the tranfmutation of the British
monarchy into a formidable republics and Hdvetic
libe rty was taken away to prevent the poflibility of
its hierealter proving to the world thattyrants have not
thaar power from the wiil of heaven, or thatar tion
might ex:t 1 the pofledlion of freedom.

But a tyrannical government can never be impofed
en us entil we ignommioutly fubmit our own necks,
and fuller our chains to be rivetted.  T'he vy wiil
cling to the oak, and until we extinguish the lights of
knowledge and tupprels the valer of the warrior’s
Licart, our libertics can never be taken away.

Ddroufin nover chid, and we humbly truft nover
wiil vegetate in the United States.  Ttis a plant of for-
cigngrowth; 1t withers and dies i the {oil of [reedom.,
QOur rchirion, educatien, and our common intereft,
conlpire to increafe our attachment to a free govarn-
ment, and raife our ndignation and abhorrence a-
gamft vlurpation and tyranny,

At thiseventful period, when the {imoke of political
collifion 1s {preading around us, we are urged to the
ftrongeft urion. Loth for the fafety of ourielves and the
happineds of pollerity. This is the only anchor, which
can {ave our political bark intempeftuous times. For.
cign partialities thould be banillicd from us.  They
are poifonous to the nature of a frce government.  1f
we ndulge them, we acknowledge a cowardly weak-
nefs, which 1s inconfiftent with the charadter of a
brave and power{ul nation,
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Unlefs we Tupport the dignity of our own govern-
ment, we {hall be the continual fport of uropean pol-
itics. Other nations will regard their own interefts ;
we mufl trouft n our confiitution.  Our fathers eftab-
lifhed it on facred principles, which were pourcd out
intorrents of blood. If we (uriﬂl and invigorate
thofe principles, v.e¢ may bebold, withont r]xfnmy, the
enterprizes of foreign powers, and itrengthen the foun-
dations of our futurce glory.

Thouch our domeftic peace is undift:arbed, and our
proiperity has been une quallt d by any people, yet our
cominercial intercourfe with forcign nations has been
fubjected to mnumerable obltruétions and embarrall-
ments,  The ncutral rights, aflumed by our govern-
micit, have boen difregarded by the contending; pow-
crs of Furope.  Depredations have bzen made on our
comincrce.  Qur citizens and our property have becn
flolen from us, in direct violation of every principle of
yuftice.  This guardian genius of liberty has torn the
bandage from her cyes, and held forth uncqual bal-
ANCes.

Corilider, for a moment, the wretched fituation of
our unfortunate countrymen, now in forcign fervice
and confinement. They are the brothers and the {ons
of thofe heroes who bravely fought for our indepen-
dence, cruclly torn from the bofom cf their country,
and doomed to drink of the cup of mifery to the very
dregs. Shail the condition of our captured friends be
difregarded ? Shall Coiumbna’s fons be forgotten In
bondage ? Shall indignmty to our government and vi0-
lations of the laws of humanity be unable to aroufe
the cncrgies of thisnation ? Shall the {word of juftice
fluraber ? Shall the thunder of our cannon be {hill,
which once could filence the roaring walls of Trlpoh.
and {pread fear within its battlements ? No, my fellow
citizens.  We will not belie the blood of our fathers.
"I’he ghofts of our immolated heroes, of Warren and
Montgomery, of Mercer and Nafh, now feem to re-
mind us that we are the defcendantsof a brave and
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virtuous people, who wrefted our hiberties from the
gralp of tyranny, {wore an cternal enmity o ufurpa.
tion and eftabiithed our eovernment on the broad ba-
fis of law and juftice, and that it now becomes us as
frcemen and the fiiends of humanity to defend our
rights and privileges aganft the aggreﬂions of every 1n-
vading toe. In this let us cheerfully unite, with our
hvc‘-: and property, and we {hall have the ftrongcft af-
iurance that our government will remain as unaltera-
ble as fate, and our liberties as durable as time.



