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BRATION

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends and Fellow Citizens:

For cighg four years the people of the United “States, through
the whole léngth and breadth of the land, assembled 1hc-mr:e]u,q
10gcther on each succeeding fourth of Julg, to celebrate the An-
niversary of the great event which truu'-:puLd this day cighty seven
years ago.

During these eighty four years the American People were united,
prosperous, contented, happy, and free. Their happiness, and
prosperity, and freedom were greater than any other nation
had ever been favored with, by the Giver of all Good. Audourcntire
population met, on  this Auniversury, in every town and hamlet of
aur vast country, to manifest and express their admiration and rev-
erence for their Heroie Ancestry, and to do homage to their memo-
ries—to recount the illustrious deeds, the severe trnl the hard-
fought conflicts, and the gloriows and enduring ll‘l‘llll]l‘lh‘?- of
these Meroes—to felicitate each other upon the peaceful and com-
plete enjoyment of the priceless blessings of civil and religious
Jiberty—and to thank the God of our Fathers for having® vouch-

safed 1o us, as a people, unnumbered inestimable blessings.  Our
whole Peaple rejoiced that their lots,had been eastin a rrre;nt coun-
try, and under a glorious Governuent;%nd the cup of their hay-
piness was full. Their w avs were wavs of pleasantness, and all
their paths were paths of peace.

With deep sorrow 1n our hearts. we are constrained to confess
that this Anniversary is not celebrated to-day as it was during the
first fourscore years of our National existence. One third of the
Republic is in :rned rebellion against the General Government,
and will have no part or lot in this great National Anm\ern.s.rv
Festival. They have spurned and repudiated the lessons and
principles of the Heroes and * Patriots and Statesmen who lsid,
broad and deep, the foundations of our Free Iastitutions. Tlu.v
have discarded the glorious Memories of the Past. They have
madly rejected the sublime Promises of the Future of our youth-
ful Ameries. They seerr iatally bent on self-destruction, and the
total overtlirow of the grand fabric of Republican leertv framed
and transmitted to them and us by the I at.hcr% of the Repubhc —
They are striving to strike down and exterminate a Government
which, during three quarters of a century, was felt in no other
manger than by its blessings. Instead of remaining members of
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the free and happy family of our loving American Republie, - they
are traitorously and murderously battling to become her alien enc-..
mies, A |

We in the Stntes wherein the great body of the people remain .
l6yal and true to thoir obligations as citizens of the fi.})nited States—
we who are endeavoring to walk in the paths our Fathers trod-—
meet to celebrate this Anniversary with mingled ewmotions of joy and
sadness. -While the recent glad tidings of victory to our National
Arms has sent a thrill of delight through the heart of every Pat-
riot, a feeling of deep grief sinks into his soul in consequence of
the many noble, patriotic, self-sacrificing, and brave men who have
fallen, and may yet fall, in the mighty contest. There are very
few in this large assembly who do not mourn a father, a son,
a brother, or a neighbor, slain, or disabled, or absent in the war
commenced by rebels against the Government of the United States
in the year eighteen hundred and sixty one.

Oh, that the bleeding, and distracted, and 1aournful condition of
our beloved country may deeply impress every mind and heart with .
the gravity and importance of the issue of the conflict, and witha
deep sense of the duties and responsibilitics which now devolve up-
on every loyal American citizen. I trust we feel grateful for the
peace and harmony, the prosperity and happiness, the unity and
freedom, with which, as a nation, we were blessed until armed trea-
son raised its parricidal hand against the beneficent Governmen
which was the main source, under Providence, from whence these
blessings sprung. Oh, that each and all of n3 may be saved
from the deep damnction of imitating, or sympathizing with, or
apologizing for, cither in thought, word or deed, the base and un-
fathomable ingratitude of the armed parricides in the rebellious
States, who, havingreceived in the highest degree the blessings of
our good Government, have turned upon her, without cause, and
are now striking to take her life.

My Frienps, my object on thisoccasion is to try to be useful. I
would instruct to-day, if I could, rather than attempt to please.
My desire is to submit to you some plain, practical thoughts—ap-
propriate; I think, tothe day we celebrate when viewed in connce-
tion with the present condition of -our country. I hope I shall be
able to make at least a few suggestions which will tend to guide
and strengthen us in the true and safe path in the novel and troub-
led state of our domestic affuirs as a Nation. The American' Peo-
ple are now being most sorely tried. We are in the Valley of Af.
fliction. ‘'We should, therefore, take prudent, candid, and deliber-
ate coupsel of each other. In the perilous times in which we are
called to act, we ought to be extremely careful that nothing sre,
or any of us, may do or say, shall ever hereafter be justly brought
up in judgment sgainst us, nor furnish cause for reproach or
shame to our children ; and our consciences should feel 'clear that
we ore doing whatever our duty requires of us in this great Na.



0

tional emergency. The Day and the Times demand self-examina-
tion. .

“Accordingly, ag a snitable theme for consideration to-day, I pro-
pose this inquiry: Whatare the duties of those who, in this
eventful, trying, and, perilous period of our Nation's history, aspive
{o Ve good citizens of the United States? .

The relations, duties, and responsibilities of a member of civil so-
ciety, upon whatever principles or system the Government may be
orgunized, are numerous and Jmportant. Dut under our govern-
ment, where every man 18 entitled to an equal voice in choosing
those by whora itis administered, they are extremely extensive
and momentous. I'or, under such a Government, the action and
influence of each and every citizen are directand allcontrolling. By
the establishment of our Government, the political power of the
country wag transferred from the I'ew to the Many. In order to
rightly comprehend the nature and exteat of his relations and  du-
tics, the American citizen must bear in mind thege general facts.

The first duty of a good citizen of this country, and in such a
crisis as the present, his chigf duty, is to support the Government,
by rendering obedience to the constitution and the laws of
the Union, and sustaining the constituted authorities in the
execution of them.

By the very structure of our Government, the People are the
source of all political and civil power. The Preamble of the Con-
stitution is as follows:

‘““ We THE PEOPLE of the United States, in order to form 2 more
“ perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, p o-
‘“ vide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, aud
“ secure the blessings of liberty, to ourselves and our posterity, do
‘“ ordain and establish this constitution for the United States of
America. ”

The same instrument vests the legislative powers of the Gorv-
ernmentin a Congress, one branch of which is elected by the peo-
ple every two years, and the other branch is chosen by the Legisla«
tures  of the several States, the Members of which are elected
by the people either annually or biennially. And the Execcutive
Power of the Government is vested in a President, who is elected
every four years by the People. Tho Constitution and Laws of
this country are, therefore, the workmanship of the People, and
those who administer them are their temporary Agents. Hence no
citizen can have even an excuse, much less a justification, for diso-
beying the Constitution or the Laws, or resisting the oxecution of
either. If unwise or unjust acts are passed, those upon whom they
operate can very soon clect Members of Congress who will amend
or repeal them.  One of the main objects which the framers of
our rovernment had in view when they established it, was to so
organizeit as that the Pecople would have a peaceful and effectual
remedy at the ballot-box for the evils of bad lawsor of an unfaith-
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ful administration of them. They succeeded most admirably in ac-
complishing their object, o

The cardinal principles upon which they founded  our Govern-
mentare the following: (1.) That every man shall have an equal
voice in the administration of it, by being invested with the right to
vote for those who exercise its autherity. (2.) Thatthe voice of
the majority of the People, expressed in the mode preseribed in
the Constitution, shall be the supreme law of the land. (3.) And
that whatever evils or hardships may result from wmal-adwinistra-
tion eanand must be remedied by frequent electionsof those who
for the time being administer it. Iad these fundamental princi-
ples been adhered to, we should this day have been what we were
three short years since—the most prosperous, happy, and free Peo-
ple on the globe—instead of suffering the woes of a great and
prolonged civil war.

Again:  Qur Government is justly entitled to our allegiance,
not only because under it we havea peaceful and effectual remedy
for every grievanee which may arise in its administration, but also
because it 1s the only Government -forus as a Nation~—the only
bond of peace and bheuneficent relation by which our Nation cun
be held together; and can hold its place among the nations of the
earth.

Our Government ;was designed by its founders to be perpetual ;
and if the American People arc faithful to their most binding oh-
ligations and true to their highest interests it will be so. When I
state this proposition, I am not ignorant of the fact, that of Iate
yehrs & dogma has been proclaimed by a certain school of politi-
cians, which, if it had any sanction in the Constitution, would
make the Government of the United States liable, at any mowment,
to dissolution and death. Thedogma to whieh allusion 15 made is,
that by the mere arbitrary act of asingle State, or of several of
the States, the Union of the States may be dissolved and the Re-
public destroyed at any time. Let noone say the doctrine of Se-
cession isnot thus fairly stated: {or, if one State can of its own motion
withdraw itself from the operation of the Constitution and the
jurisdiction of the Government of the United States, eleven States
may; il eleven may secede, thirty-three may; and in that mode
the Nation may be utterly annihilated. If the Gulf States
have the right to secede from the other States of the Union, (as
they claim to have.done,) the Middle States may secede from the
Northern—the Pacific from the Atlantiec—the Western from the
South-Western. Nay,further: The ground upon which the advaocates
of Secession attempt to uphold it, would justify the City of Cincin-
nati in asgerting her independence of the State of Ohio. In faet,
their reasoning would justify the highway robber, if he but asserts
his independence of the Government within whose jurisdiction he
has resided, and sets Aimzelf up as a Government. Having
declared his independence by an “Ordinance of Secession,” and’
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proclaimed himself a Government, why might he not, according
to the theory, as well as the practices, of Secession, procced to
fevy war on allsuch as wll notassentto whatever he may claim ? If
Sceession 18 a right, you can no more rightfully “coeree ” the high-
way robber, than you can the State of South Caroling, where cach
sravely adopts an “Ordinance of Secession.”

When thie people of the United States adopted the Constitution,
they mutually covenanted that they, and their posterity forever,
would be bound by it and maintain it. That sucred compact has re-
mained, and will ever remain, obligatory upon all the people of the
(nited States. When two persons cnter into a private contract,
neither can withdraw from it without the consent of the other. If
there are:more than two parties to it, the consent of all must he ob-
tained, in order {o cntitle or authorize one or more of them to with-
draw from it. So, FELLow CITIZENS, in regard to our compact of
Government. Whether it is a compact between the People of the
United States, as some assertand as 1 believe, or a compaet be-
tween the several States, as others declare, no single party, nor auy
number of them, ecan withdraw from it without the consent of all,

The false, delusive, and fatal dogmna of Secession bas involved
this whole Nation in a terrible contest for National Life : For, at-
tempt asany m.a may to disguise or evade the fact, the impending
and mighty issue before the country is an issue of life and death.
To be or not to be—that is the question.  Shall we have a Govern-
ment or shall we have none?  Shall order or anarchy reign? Shall
we  have union or chaos? Shall we have a united, peaceful, re-
nowned Nation, or shall we have numerous, belligerent, con-
temptible States ?

These are the issues which Secession has forced upon us—issues
which the Government could not avoid. That these would become
the issues whenever an attempt was made to practically carry out
this monstrous heresy, every discerning mind clearly foresaw. The
dogma itself’ is a gross and outrageous impeachment of the wisdom
of the founders of the Republic.  They were wise men. Oh, rise
some other such! These wise men knew that no Government
could stand, that was based solely upon moral suasion; that it
would not do to endeavor to builda Union of States from which
any State might voluutarily withdraw whenever its whim, or fancy,
or resentment dictated; thatit would be folly 1n the extreme to
provide thatithe constitution, and the luws made in pursuance of it,
should be the supreme law of theland only when it suited the pleas-
urc or convenicnce of all the People and ot all the States. They
knew very well that such a Union would be as unstable as the
baseless fabrie of a vision. Theretore, they wisely and expressly or-
dained in thefundamental Inw, that this constitution and all laws
made in pursuance thereof shall be the supreme law of the land——
the supreme law of the land through all time, equally - binding and
fully operative upon all the people of each and every State of the
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Union—imnmtable, except by amendments imade in conformity
with the Constitution itsclf, )

My Frienps,we shall never have permanent peace ‘or rceurity
as a Natton, until the monstrous licresy of Sccession receives its
final quietus. ither the Union or Secession must perish, Our
hearts’ desire and fervent pr¥zer t6-40d should be that the _mon-
ster Sccession, and not our lovisig Ainerica, may be sent to endless
misery. Amongst the most important consequencels which- will
result from the thorough and eftectual suppression of the Rebel-
lion will be the expulsion, from the body politie, of the virus which,
for so many years, has been diligently infused into it by the Mad-

Dogs f Secessia.
- Thirdly: The Government of the United States not only de-
serves our allegiance because itis the only Govermment possible
for us ns one People ; but it has demands upon our loyalty for rea-
sons of even greater weight: Itis the wisest and best Government
ever devised by the wisdom of man.

No one admires and loves the American Government with moro
fcrvor than he who has studicd and learned its excellencies by con-
trasting it with other Governments, Unlike most other Govern-
ments, it 1s organized upon such principles that every citizen is al-
lowed to enjoy all the freedom he can consistently with the security
and general welfafe of thewhole People. It is so arranged asto
possess all the strength and power necessary to protect each and
every citizen in the enjoyment of his rights, without having the
power to oppress the humblest within its jurisdiction. This iy as
near perfection in human (xovernment as has ever been, or asever
will be attained:—the requisite power to sccure all, all, their un-
doubted rights—to maintain its own lawf{ul authority against all re-
sistance—and yet not the power to oppress a single human being.
Fecbleness in a Government operates as oppressively upon the
subject, by its inability to afford him adequate protection, as does
the possession of too much strength, by inducing the Rulers to ex-
ercise it without as much regard to the protection of the subject as
the gratification of the love of power. The chief defect, thercfore,
of other Governmentsis, that they are either too strong or too
weak., Oaurs is neither.

The Government of the United States was the creature of the ne-
cessities and perils which environed the generation in which it
was cstablished. 1t was probably the only means by which Re-
publican Iiberty wassaved from impending anarchy and ruin.—
The fact is well established, that the formation of some General
Government of greater strength, and power, and efficiency, than
any which had existed in the States subsequently to the declara-
tion of their independence, had become absolutely necessary.—
Unless such a Government had been formed, unnuwbered wars
between the several States would have been incvitable. Ifor at the
end of the Revolutionary War, and until the formation of our
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present constitution, the thirteen States were, or called themselves,
independent and sovereign States—as much so as other Nations of
the enrth—und frequent and numerous causes of jealousies, rival-
ries, and quarrels arose hetween them,so that it was very soon found
necessary that each of these sovereign States should yield up cer-
tein portions of its sovereignty, and thus form a new Government
under the name of the United States. This Coustitution was to
be binding as soon as any nine of the thirteen States should adopt it
—that is, it was to be binding on the States adopting it.  Lleven
States at onco gave their assent: and the first Cougress that sat
under it procceded to put it into operation by establishing Post
Roads, Custom llouses, Courts of Justice, ete., cte.,—saying noth-
ing in all their aets in respect to the two States that did not come
in, They merely left them out of doors. DBut they soon found it
necessary {o come in and they came—and so from time to time ever
since new States have been admitted till they have reached more
than three times the original number—thirty-{our.

All this was accomplished in less than three quarters of a cen-
tury. I‘rom the beginning and durving the whole time, the practi-
cal workings of the Constitution have produced the most wonderful
and salutary effects.  Its first great and sublime cifect was to con-
stitute the American People one People—one Nation ot men. This
gave them aname and position among the Nations of the earth.—
Under the confederation they had neither. Until our present Consti-
tution was ordained, hardly any nation would condescend to treat
with them. But so soon as that great instrument had given Na-
tional Unity to the American People they began to obtain a place
among the Nations, and in less than seventy five yecars the Ameri-
can Republic became one of the leading P’owers in the whole earth.
No other People ever attained, in so short a time, an eminence
so proud.

Let us pause hiere a moment to make an inquiry pertinent to the
issues now before the country : Why did not the Confederation an-
swer the purposes of a National Government? The answeris as
apparent as the question 13 plain:  Decause, and simply because, 2¢
had no coercive power. It did not operate at all upon individuals di-
rectly, and it could only recommend the States to comply with its
requests. It did not unite the States by an obligatory bond. ‘The
Union whichit provided was o mere League. It was, therefore, an
imperfect, almost worthless, Union. It had not the power to sup-
press an insurrection in any State, nor to levy taxes for National
purposes. It did not possess the legislative power requisite to en-
able it to blend and harmonize the commercial interests of the
scveral States—nor to protect those interests from IForeign Agares-
sion. A conflict soon raged between the several States. They
inflicted upon each other the enormous and innumerable evils of
rival and hostile legislation.

But the Constitution was so framed as to remedy the defects of

&)
and
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the Confederation. It invested the National Government which it
established with coercive power. ‘That Government was so organ-
1ized as to operate, through its entire jurisdiction, direetly upon
svery citizen and every inhabitant of the conntry, independenitly of
State lines, and without~—nay, even against—the consent of any of
the States.  One of its Articles ordains, expressly, that “this Con-
“stitution and all laws made in pursuance of i, xhall be the su-
“preme law of the lnnd, any thing tn the C'un.stttnt:un or Laws of
“any State to the contrary notwithstanding.” It vested in the Gen-
eral Government the power to levy and collect taxes, duties, and
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common dvim:u aned
general welfare of the United States—to regulate commerece With
foreign nations and among the several States—10 promote the pro-
aress of science and useful arts—to declare war—to raise and sup-
port armies and 2 navy-—to call forth the militia to execute tho
laws of the Union, suppress instirrections and repel invasions—and
to punish Treason and other high erimes against the United States,
1t also provided that the citizens ot each State should be entitled to
all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States.
Further: it prolibited, expressly and pointedly, any State of the
Union from entering into any treaty, allinnee, or” conlederation—
and from granting any letters of mar qlie and reprisal—and from
emitting any bills of credit—and from laying any imposts or duties
without the consent of Congress—and from laying any duty of ton-
nage—and from keeping troops or ships of war in time of peace-—
and from entering into any agreement or compaet with any other
Stite, or with a foreign power—and from engaging in war unless
actually invaded by aforeien foe or another State.

Here, then, we have a Government, established by the Peopleof
the United States, and invested by them with all the attributes and
authority of sovercign power. While this Government did mnot
wholly obliterate State lines, nor abolish State Governments, it i
create a National Sovercignty superior to and above and beyond
the control of the Stutes as such, and it expressly prohibited the
States from exercising any powers inconsistent with the su-
preme authority of the National Government. I.et it be al
ways remembered, that that sovereign, supreme authority, was
conferred upon our Government by the l’ooplt, of the whole United
States; and that they, (the People,) in the Preamble which [
have already quoted, solemnly declared that the Constitution so
ordained by them was the Constitution for the United States of
America, ordained to secure to themselves and their posterity the
blessings of liberty—not a Constitution for nor of’ such States as
might voluntarily remain in the Union formed by it, nor of allthe
States separately.  "U'he Union was not intended to be and s not »
mere league or compact between the States, It 1s a Union of all
the l’mple within tiw limits of the United States of Amorica, ex-
tablished for the mutual protection and common defense of hllagainst
foreign agoressions and internal dissensions.  Inshort, it is a Union
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for all the great and heneficent purposes to be accomplished hy a
powerful, free, ever-enduring Nation.  All this is clearly shown by
the brief history of the failure of the Confederation, and the es-
tablishment, and the reasons fur the establishment, of the Constiiu-
tion, which I have stated, as well as from the declared intent and
plain provisions of the instrument itself.

I'rom these considerations, it follows that we not only owe allegi-
ance to the National Government, but that the primary and para-
mount allegiance of every citizen of the United States is to that
Government.  Whatever allegiance a citizen of aState may owe to
it, is, and from the very nature of our IFederal system must be,
secondary and inferior to the allegiance he owes to the Nation at
lnree. I trustI Jove and cherish with ardent devotion, ourown
preat, growing and beautiful State: Dut T confess I love the thirty
four States, united under one Constitution, thirty-four times more
than I love Ohio.

My IFuienns, when wereflect upon the vast and manifold bless-
ines which the National Government has conferred upon all the
People of the United States, it 1= diflicult to actually realize the fact
that hundreds of thousandsof the very men who have received,
most bountifully, its benefits and blessings, and have had most to do
with its administraticii during the last thirty years, are now, anil
have been the last two years, in arms for the avowed and express
purpose of destroying it. This fact can hardly be explained upon
any other hypothesis than that whole sections of . People, like sincle
individuals, are sometimes suddenly seized with ins:mil_}'——-mmim_:.:::.
For, the leaders ot this treazonable revolt, when almost in the very
act of consummating theie treason, were constrained to pronounce our
Giovernment, (in the laneuage of Alexander 1. Stephens, now the
Vice-President of the so-called Confederate States) “One of the

smost beneficent the world has ever known.”

But I must hastenon. It is the daty of 2very American eitizen
{n love and cherishy with constaney, ardor, and devotion, the Unjon
ol these States, and to do all that within him lies to uphold, pre-
serve, dand perpetnate it. '

I will not repeat what has been snid as to what it has aiveady ac-
complished. 1 shall only add afew words.  Irom thirteen {eeble
States on our castern coast, without influence or standine in the
world, crippling each other’s prosperity by hostile lugisla‘iiun, the
American People, under the iegis of the Union, have become a Re-
public almost boundless in extent—laying a huand on both the
Oceans—with alt their vast, carted, ever-inereasine commercial anld
mereantile relations and interests mingled, adjusted and protected by
a single Government-—the Government of the Uuion.  All the arns
and pursuits of peace have grown, prospered, and extended, as they
have never done among any other People.  Qur progress has been
unexamypled in the history of mankind.

The primary object of the establishment of the Government of
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the United States was “to form a more perfect Union"—a Union .
which. should protect all within its jurisdiction and bein its nature
indissoluble. Our National Life is dependent upon the Union, It
is the Rock of our Salvation. The moment it is broken we shall
become, through weakness and dissensions, subservient to lforeign
Intrigue, Dictation, and Dominion, and the prey of Internal Fac-
tions and Anarchy. 1f the People of the United States should con-
sent to separation—agree to the dissolution of the glorious Union
of their Fathers—wlere can the line be drawn? Do you reply,
draw it betwixt the Gulf States and the rest? DBut do you not
know that the leaders of the Rebellion will not even consent that
the line shall be drawn there? They demand the Border States as
well ns the Gulf Swates. But the Border States protest—indig-
nantly and justly protest, as well they may—to being attached to
the Imperial Despotism which Davis and his co-conspirators
arainst the liberties of the American ’eople are endeivoring to es-
tablish. Will you, then, force them into the loathed connection ?
Will you drive them, if’ you can, from the Union of your Fathers
and of their I'athers?

The Almighty IIand who fashioned this Western “Worlid, de-
signed it for one 1’cople-——one Nation. Nature did not provide
any boundary line between the North and the South. There is
nowhere between them & mountain-chain like the Alleghanies or the
Rocky Mountains—nor an ocean—not cven a great river. We
have the Mississippt.  DBut that does not run its mighty course from
the West to the Atlantic; on the contrary, it flows from the liast1o
the West, and thence to the Gulf of Mexico—carrying on its bosom
as Nature designed it should, the abuudant, and munificent, and vu-
ried products of the beautiful valleys which it feruilizes, and carry-
ing back in their place the sugar, rice, and cotton, of our Southern
borders as well as imports from foreign climes.

Consent to a single division of the Union, and the dreadful and
destructive work of separation and disintegration will go on, and on,
and on, until the thirty-four States willbecome thirty tour Mexicos.
We even now hear, inour very midst, and while the Government is
fichting for existence, significant hints about leaving New lingland
«out in the cold!” Should the Union be separated into several inde-
pendent and Sovereign Stateg, no man ol ordinary intelligence can
for 1 moment believe they can live peaccably. It there were great
natural barriers separating them, possibly friendly relations might
be maintained between them. But there are no such barriers.
'Thomas Jeffurson wisely said, ¢ we have scldom seen neighborhood
produce aifction among Nations. The reverse is almost the uni-
versal truth.” Another high authority has truly remarked, that
“neighboring Nations are nafurally enemies of each other, unless
their common weakness forces them to league in o Confederate Re-
public, and their Constitution prevents the differences which neigh-
borhood occasions, extinguishing that secret jealousy which disposes



13

all States to aggrandize themselves at the expense of their neigh-
bors,” Some of our most serious canses of trouble and disquict
heretofore have grown out of frontier enmiiies and quarrels, Ivery
one must see that by the subdivision of our territory, we should be af-
flicted with the unnumbered evils arising from exposed frontiers.—
What a fruitful source of litigation between individuals, and of wars
between wnations, are questions of boundary ! DBoth will gquarred
about them, however trifling the matter in dispute.  Call to mind
the fierce border wars between the Welsh and  Fnghish daring the
Plantazenet reigns, and the bloody raids that made the frontiers of
England and Scotland desolate for centuries. It history is not
merely a sound and vision of the Past, it estublishes the impor-
tant truth, that in the wnion of boundaries, more even than in the
union of hearts, lies the safety of every People. It we should di-
vide our territory into two or more separate and independent Nations,
such separation would immediately create & necessity for strong
border fortitieations, and for immense stancing armies, ever pre-
pared to repel Invasion. These armies would e COH[IIH!.[“_}"
tempted by their very strength to make incursivns upon the soil of
their neighbors,  Each Nation would attempt to check the pro-
aress and prosperity ol the other by everv kind of hostile legizlation.
As a last resort from these enormous evils, and the weakness, ex-
haustion, deeline and wretchedness, which Illf'y wotlld occasion, we
shonld finally transfer our territory to Forcign Powers, and would
become mere hewers of wood and drawers of water for foreizn Prin-
ces and Potentates.  Oh, that God, in his merey, may tluln'er thee
American People from the fatal atastrophe of ‘National Dissolu-
tion and Denth. May there be implanted, in all hearts, un ardent and
unquenchable love and devotion to the Union of our Fathers.  May
there be awakened and kept alive, in every soul, a renerous and
active feeling of American Nationality. Mav all our hearts and
minds be stes. dily and constantly inclined to the Rock of our Salva-
tion—"T'he National Union.

A few sugeestions as to the duty of Obedience to Law, and I
shall have done with this branch ot my subject.

In this country Law is onr only Sovarcizn.  She ought to be the
only Sovereign in the world.  She is a Sovereign who is justly en-
titled to onr wrlhn,.. cheerful obedience, and our faithtul service—
and to such obedience and such service not only when it suits our
personal convenience, but ever. It is casy toobey the laws of our
country when to do so does not disturb our ease, and the Laws are
exactly what we conceive they should be. We are disposed, with-
out a murmur, to support constituted authorities of our own choice.
But he who will not obey the Laws except when to do 20 is conve-
nient, or only when they correspond with his own notions, orr he
who will not support the Government unless it is administered by
men for whom he ¢asis his vote, haz not, I apprehend, o valid claim
to be considered or to be treated asa good citizen.  Under our Gov-
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ernment, however obnoxious ta us, or any of us, anact of Congress
may be, no man can for ‘lhl}’ resist its exeeution without \*u)lmm-r
his first duty as a good citizen and committing a high critne, I’ he
existence ob’ that (ern,rmnt.,ut within whose jurisdiction the Laws
are only obeyed, and the constituted authorities only supported,
when such obedience and support are agreeable and convenient and
the laws command the approbation of all the citizens, must necessa-
rily be of short duration. The present distressed condition of our
beloved country was caused by armed resistance to the Constitution
and Laws of the Union. If on this very duy every man within the
rightful ]Ill‘la(h(}llml ot the Government would yield obedienee to
the Constitution and the Laws, peace and Wity would again prevail
and reign within allour borders.  And it the wisest citizen of the
chubllc were now requested to pu,-.t,rlbc a remedy for all our il's
ns a peoplt I doubt whether he could give a preseription better cal-
culated, 1f ndoptml to work an effectunl and lasting cure, than that
siven by one of the wise men of the ancient lwpuhlm rof Athens to
ln,r citizens when she was beset, as our Nation now is, with treason
and suditi{)n. This was his preseviption : Mavk it! “Let the Heo-
ale olcy the Laws—not the l)emuqm;uctz "

There is another duty which the crisis demands shall be at. least
bricfly noticed. 1 nlludu to the duty of every citizen, on all lawful
oceasions, of exercising the Elective Iranchise, and of doing so in-
tellizently, honestly, and in the spirit of enlightened and generous
Patriotism.  Our Government in form is a RL[}I‘H‘:PHNHI\’L Democ-

aey.  The people govern by proxy; hence the right to vote.  This
priaciple of elective Rt,prc:t.m.mau underlics our whole Republican
System.  Abolish ity and the grand, distinctive {eature of the
American Government 1s dm-.no) ed.  This right 18 highly prizel
by all who understand its nature and appreciate its power for goml,
when properly excrcized.  Its possession confers dignity upen the
¢itizen, and places in his power the means of personnl security.—
1law, then, can it be preserved and made an instrumentality for the
promotion of the publie welfare and of personat prosperity? Dy
wisely using it. Dut what is a wise use of this great privilege ? It
consists, 1 tlunk in the citizen divesting his mlnrl of narrow views,
and of mere partizan, sectional, local, pirr::-uu.ll and class pll‘l]lldll!{'.‘
and considerations, and deciding for whmn he will vote solely upon
the ground as to whose Lle(,tmn will best promote the ﬂ'em.rul wel-
fare. Our inquiries should be, Iow will the clection ol the eandi-
date who claims our suffrages attect theinterests, the welfare. the
peace, and liberties, of the country?  What prim,iplus aml policy
will he sustain, i elu‘:tul ?  Whatis his personal character? Wit
are his qualifications? Is he honest? Is he capable?  Will he be
faithful in the discharge of his publicduties ?  Does he place fealiy
to country above fealty to party ? Ilas he the moral courage to
act on his conscientious convictions, or will. he abandon these and
act according to the bidding of corrupt party tricksters? Would he,
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should the isste be presented, rather save his country than please
his party or his local constituency 7 Does he take an interest in pub-
lie affuirs from a sincere desire to atd  in scecuring the hest possible
a fministration of the Gove rnment, diligently pursuing an honest pri-
vate avocation as his chief employment, or is e amere professional
politician, mnaking politics & trade and partyism his sole capital ?
Does hie treat his Fellow-Citizens with truthfuluess, sincerity, and
cundor, or does he play the Demagogue in his intercourse with them?
Does he, when he assumes the responsibility of publicly addressing
thum, hpcak the words of truth, sober ness and wisdom, dppm]m'r to
their patriotism, urging the duty of justice to every cluass in com-
munity and every scection of the country, showing the interest of
ench in the progress, prosperity, happiness, and peace of all, or does
he rather endeavor to madden and inflame them by appeals to their
personil, p-u*ti:'.:m, sectional, or cliss pre, iudiLL:, passiong, and inter-
ests, arraying class aguinst Ll.ﬂﬂ seetion agninst section, and every
mun against his nuf'hbor whose condition or circumstances in life
nmy be difierent from his? Does he seck to stir up the hilli'

vitters ot strife; discord, and anarchy, striving to array * the poor”
araiist * the llt*h, in order that he may rise amid ‘the noise and
din of the jarring and evil passions he thus engenders or arouses ?
Does he value the Union of these States above all priee, ard is he
unwilling 1o advise or con:ent to its dismemberment upon any
terms or conditions, or for the atttinment of any purpose, or is he
willing to advize or consent o it= dissolution whenever he thinks he

an thucln rain 4 partizan, or sectionad, or personal object or tri-
umph?

In exercising the Tileeti tive Franchise, we should be governed by
the principle upon which is founded the {following admirable maxim,
recorded in the Xoran—* A ruler who appoints any man to oflice,
when thereis in his dominions mnother better qualified for it, sins
against God and against the State”

“No citizen has a I‘l"’hl to vote at anv clection without having ac-
quired all the information within his reach refative to the charac-
ter, eapacity, and principles,—in a word, the qualifications,—of the

andidates.  An clector has no more rizht to east his ballot in isr-
norance of the facts necessary to enable him to vote intelligently
and Judicionsly, than he has to sell his vote for a gill of whisky.
IFor, the Elective Franchise is not a personal possession of no value
except’to the owner.  On the contrary, it i & most sacred and im-
portant Trust, which every man is morally and legally bound to
cxecute, not for his own gain, but for the benelit of the whole coms
munity, Ile is not alone prejudiced Ly its misuse, but all his Fel-
low-Citizens are thereby atfeeted injuriously.  No man can, there-
fore, barter away hiz vete, or east it without due consideration,
or for the attatument of merve personal uhit‘t‘:h or mere party ends,
without committing a cross and criminal violation of his highest

and most saered obhguuon as a citizen,
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Moreover, unless we are ever watchful, and diligent, and thorough
in qualifying ourselves for the discharge of the duties of this great
‘Lrust, and circumspect in the performance of them, the Profes-
sional Politicians (who lave been already described) will surely
mislead and entrap us to our individual injury and our country’s
ruin.  Why have unprincipled, reckless Demsgogues so often held
the reins of our Government? Ilas it not been chieily becaunse so
many voters have been ready, willing, and eager, to lend a credulous
ear to the gilded misrepresentations, the insinuating flattery, and
the oily gammon, of the Party Sycophant and Demagogue? All
profess to abhor Demagogism ; hut, alas! what multitudes, with
their all-powerful ballots, sustain and keep in power many of its
principal Actors! Witness, in proof of this fact, how often the up-
right, patriotic, capable, morally, courageous man, who has too much
respect for his IFellow-Citizens, as well as for himself| to lie to them,
or to flatter and cajole them, is cast aside, ostracised ; while he who
stoops 10 conquer by every art and device of chicanery and deceit
is elevated to and kept in the highest seats of power. It would
sometines really seem that he who has the most brazen impudence,
—he who has tne least moral principle,—he who can play the Dem-
agogue 10 the most accomplished style,—he who can and is willing,
unblushingly, to tell the people to their fuces how * dear” they are,
and how * sweet their voices,” and ever and anon eagerly grasps
and violently shakes the hand of every man. he mecets, no matter
who, so that and only because he hath a vote,—is generally the
most successful in the field of American Politics, When shall we
all learn, and recollect, too, that he who thus flatters us does not en-
tertain for us genuine respect nor feel real interest in the public
welfare. The truth, My IFrizsps, is, thut we have had, as we
still have, too many Professional Politicians in this country ; and
in consequence of our partyism we have, many of us have, followed
too blindly and strictly the leadership of party tricksters. Does
not this fact account, in a great measure, for the present distressed
condition of the Republic? I appeal to every candid man to know
whether the Rebellion was not hatched by means of the intrigues of
party leaders? And I beg to sugzest, whether the same instrumen-
tality does not, this very day, in the loyal States, strengthen the
power of the infamous conspirators who inaugurated (e Rebellion.
If, during the last thirty years, the people of the United States had
discarded every public man who did not recognize and coastitution-
ally act on the conviction that he had a country to serve and save,
- us well as a party or local constituency to please,—if they had re-
jected every man who did not *¢ carry the I'lag and keep step to the
music of the Union,”—1 verily believe that we should not now be
suffering the agonies of a terrible civil war.  And if; now that we
are involved in the deplorable. calamity, the People would refuse
their support to every man who, does not manifest more love for his
country than for his party,—if they would indignantly discard every
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man who does not cheerfully, steadily, and constantly march to the
stirring music of the UUnion,—I as firmly believe this atrocious Re-
bellion would very soon be subdued. 1 rejoice that I am able to
gay with truth, that the first shot fired at Fort Sumter severed my
connexion with every mere partisan orgamzation till the close of
the War at ]east.

My IFriexps, I have nat the time, to-day, to ecnumerate all the
numerous and important duties which the crisis devolves upon us,
nor to attempt to point out the various ways and modes in which
every man, woman, and child in the country, can now manifest their
Loyalty. Thousands upon thousands of our relatives and {riends
have already hazarded, many of themn have lost, their lives in order
that tho life of the Republic may be saved. These demand such
honor as the American People have given, and still give, to the
Heroes who established Liberty upon this Continent.  The Patriots
and Heroes of this War, too, deserve such substantial expressions
of gratitude—such * material aid ”—as were meted out, in many
instances, alas! too late and too sparingly, to the Patriots and He-
rocs whose memories we this day commemorate.  The annals of the
conflict in which our country is engaged for the preservation of our
National Government and Republican Liberty upon this Continent,
will contain hosts of names whiceh will never die upon the lips nor
in tho hearts of the Awerican People. And in this connexion, let
me inruire of you, one and all, Have we not—Ol, I address to you
carnestly the inquiry—lHave we not in the rich priee alrcady paid
for the restoration of union and peace to our distracted country, an
unanswerable appeal to every feeling and sentiment of Patriotism ?

There are in this contest services and duties for all to perform. —
Those who are bravely battling in the ranks of the Armies of the
Union, as well as their families, are richly entitled to and need
sympathy and consideration. Whatever can be done to minister to
their encouragement and comfort, should be tendered and bestowed
with a willing hand, 2 warm heart, in a liberal spirit, and in over-
flowing measure.

Moreover, sound and patriotic sentiments and feelings should be
disseminated and cultivated in every mind and heart. The volume
of loyal zentiment and feeling should be so increased and stimula-
ted that its influence will be felt,—sensibly, strongly, movingly felt,
—every day, every hour, every moment-—through the whole
length and breadth of the Loyal States,—at the National Capital,
—by every Member of the National Administration,~and vibrate,
unceasingly, along every line of the Armies of the Union, and
nerve the arm, and gladden the heart, of every soldier and every
officer in them. This loyal sentiment, this loyal feeling, should be
ever-fervent and all-pervading. To make it so every man, every
woman, every child, can contribute—some more than others ; some
i onehway, others in another; but each and all can do something,
somethi

:ng.
3

w
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We must be wnited, if we would speedily and forever save this
Nation. We have the necessary resources and power, but they
must be consolidated. If no higher motive can unite us, it would
scem that a sense of common and imminent danger should., True,
some of us have differed our whole lives upon questions of political
policy ; sowe of us have differed since the present deplorable eivil
war commenced, In regard to the mecasures best ealeulated te sup-
press the Rebellion; some of us, still differ upon those measures;
some of us have differed and still differ as to the causes which pro-
duced, and the persons who dre responsible for, the evils now upon
us; ina word, there is a vast differeuce between us as to non-cssen-
tials—non-essentials so far as the 1ssue of this contest is concerned.
But there ought to bhe no difference between us as to the actual
condition of the country——as to the nature and magritude of the
contest in which wo arc engaged—as to the enormous perils and
dangers which now threaten us as a People—us to the inestimable
value of the rights, intercsts, and institutions at stake—as to the
dreadful, horrible consequences of failure by the Government—nor
as to the gloricus results which will be secured to us and our pos-
terity forever by the final and complete triumph of' the Government.
Certainly, all true men,—all men who sineerely love their country,
—however they may difler on minor questions, should in this hour
of peril, stand shoulder to shoulder—act in unison and concert on
every thing at least that concerns the final 1ssue of' this mighty and
prolonged conflict. We should now strike hands and henceforth
remain in friendly union and solid colummn tiil our beloved eountry
and our most valued and precious interests are placed beyond dan-
ver of total destruction.  This we should do, this our duty to our
country demands we should do now, although we may never have
done so before and may never do so again, I know that some of
the so-called leaders of the old political parties are still trying 1o
grind at the plld party mills, without any grist.  But I trust the
men of sense, the men of character, the patriotic men, of all the
old parties, will refuse to further aid them in their folly and wick-
edness,  That man, whatever party he may have acted with prior to
the War, who has emerged from the slough of old party affiliations
and predilections,—a slough asfull of danger and corruption as that
which beset ¢ Christian” in his pilgrimage,—has escaped from the
quagmire and noxious atmosphere of Yurtyism, and stands firmly,
and breathes frecly and deeply, upon the sale, solid, elevated ground
- and in the pure air of Patriotism.

The Rebellion, My I'riuxps, gigantic and powerful as it has
proved itself, cun be put down. The country can be rescued from
her extreme peril.  The Rebellion is now on the wane. We pos-
sess the superior numbers and population.  We have greater uy . re-
gate weulth, and that wealth i1s more avatlable. The maritime
wealth of the -Nation is almost exclusively ours. Our means of
intercourse with the world is uninterrupted-—theirs is substantially
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destroyed. While we have the mechsnies and mechanie arts al-
most in perfection, they have scarcely any of eitber. We certainly
have as well disciplined Armices, ag courageous, as enterprising, as
capable of endurance.

As at first, so now, the only real danger of the failure of our
country’s cause is in a divided North.,  This danger, if the Yeople
will i1, ean be at ouce and eftectually removed.  Let them declare
themselves independent of their party leaders, and the glorious
work is done.  Upon the People, therefore, depends the grand re-
sult ; upon them rests the great responsibility. They will sufler
the woes and endure the ruin of defeat, if such a dreadful catastro-
phe shall befal us.  They will reap the rich harvest of happiness,
prosperity. freedom and glory, of snecess.  Will not, then, the J’eo-
ple again rise, as they rose at the beginning, to the majestic gran-
deur of the mighty contest—or will they separate into hostile ranks,
aid the common enemy, and be forever tallen?

Unless they are couquered, the leaders of the Revolt will not
consent to Peuce except upon the condition of a dissolution of the
Union of the States and the recognition of their so-called Confed-
eracy as un independent, sovercign Nation.  Attempt to disguise the
truth as any mun may, Peace and Union can only be attained by
subduing the Rebellion. 1 desire to see, as much as any one can,
the blissful day when Peace shall spread her healing wings over
our whole country, 1 am to.day, the Advocate of' Peace and
Union. 1 long to tread once more the flowery paths of Peace.
Take away from Heaven itself, the ideas of Union and Peace, and
for me you rob it of its chief attractions. I am for the continued
prosecution of this War, because that is the only way by which
Peace and Union can be restored to the American Penple.

The path of duty is very plain. Patriotism, interest, honor, now
speak one sentiment—Peuace and Union, to be won by force of Arms
wiclded by the brave defenders of our Liberties.

{t is idle, it is weak, it is wicked, to dispute now as to the causes
of the war, or as to the puarties who sre respounsible for its exist-
ence,

et the dead Past bury its dead;
Act, act, in the living Present—heart within and God o'erhead.”

Let no lover of his country, n such a erisis as this, ineline to
fault-finding. Let him not give aid and comfort to the enemies of
his country, by unmeasured and unceasing denunciation of the
constituted authorities, or their nets. Don't eriticize too freely or
too harshly the officers in command -of our gallant Armies. Re-
colleet the difficulties and emburrassments under which all these
have labored and still lubor.  Mistakes have doubtless been made,
as mistakes will be always made in such emergencies. Blunders
even, in such a juncture, secem to be inevitable,

Keep the impending and true issue before your own minds and
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the minds of your neighbors:—Pecace and Union or Disunion and
never-ending War. Don’t, I beseech you, try to dodge this issue.
Permit no one to dodge it. Kvery man should be, every man is, on
one side or the other of it. ILet no man try to persuade himself
that ho can evade or get rid of it by howling or wrangling about
some immaterial side issue. .
There is but one way of putting dovn the Rebellion. As many
of you are aware, this has been my conviction from the beginning
of it. KEsxperience has deepened that conviction. The Rebellion
can be suppressed in no other way than by the use of superior
physical force—Dby the hard, rapid, oft-repeated, well directed blows
of our gallant Armies. FPounding—huard, vigorous pounding—
and nothing else, will thresh secession and treason upon rebellious
soil. Plenty of strong POUNDERS are now the Nation's greatest
need. Proclamations won't suppress Armed Treason. Hard words
won’t do it. Conciliation, coaxing, won't do it. These panaceas
have been tried, and have failed. Nothing, nothing, therefore, but
superior physical force will do the great and holy work. In the
name of justice and humanity, of peace and Union, may that in-
strumentality, the only one now left us, remove every thing, no
matter what, nor how much it may have been heretofore fostered,
that really and cleariy stands in the way of the final and complete
trinmph of our National Arms, and the attainment, as speedily as
suay be, of an honorable, permanent Peace and an enduring Union.
Are we not, arc not some of us, disposed to be somewhat intol-
erant, in consequence of the iutensity of the passions engendered
by the ficrceness of the mighty struggle, the sharpness of the issue,
and the magnitude of the interests involved? We should not judge
each other harshly. Denounce Treason-—hold it up in its actual
hideousness and wickedness: But let us ccase a mere war of words
upon each other—stop bandying harsh epithets. Don’t 2all a man
an ‘ Abolitionist’ or a * Jacobin,” simply because he zealously sup-
ports the Administration. Don’t call a man a ¢ Copperhiead  or a
¢ Butternut ’ because he does not approve of every meuasure of the
Administration, provided he does not muke opposition to the Ad-
ministration the means of opposing the War, and provided also he
steadfustly, sincerely, and carnestly supports overy.measure calcu-
lated fo maintain and strengthen the Armies of the Union and to
crown with success their efforts to subdue the Rebellion, and thus
save the Government. Has there not been, is there not still, too
much crimination and recrimination? On minor questions, on
¢questions of mere poliey, let us waive controversy, until at least the
. dead point of dunger is passed. Let not a note of discord or disa-
greement be heard as to the necessity of putting down the Rebel-
lion by force of Arms, and the duty of unity of action on the part
of all loyal people for that purpose. Why should we not thus agree
and unite? We shall have a common destiny. We are all alike
interested 1n the result of this contest—in the preservation of the
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Government, If we would have for ourselves and our children a
happy destiny, we must have but one Country—one Constitution.
Shall we not, then, all stand by them ?

The glad news which has just recached us from the National Ar-
mics in the Southwest and in the ISast, is gratifying and encouraging
in the highest degree.  This intelligence justifies the hope and lLe-
lief that on this very day, the most memorable in the Annals of
Americy, the Old Ilug of the Union, our Banner of Beauty and
Glory, the emblem of our grand Nationality, will again float in tri-
umph and gecurity over the mightiest stronghold of the Rebellion,
Vicksburg; that thc whole course of the Mississippi frow the Ohio
to the Gulf will very soon be free from Rebel obstructions; and
that the Army of the Potomae, brave and gallant, but hitherto un-
fortunate, will achieve a Victory that will establish for it an honest
and lasting fame, and prepare the way for the leritimate and full
excreise of the lawful authority of the National Government over
the whole of Virginia., We shall thus, I. trust, have clearly in
view the beginning of the end of the Great Rebellion. .

The Military Situation, then, is highly auspicious. Let us, there-
fore, still ¢ learn to labor and to wait,”” and our giorious Government
will yet be maintained and transmitted to future Ages inits pristine
integrity and glory.

But, My Friexps, LI must finish. May the Lord of Hosts, in
His infinite mercy, graciously grant that the baptism of blood
through which our loving America is now passing, may purify and
elevate us as a people, collectively and individually, and teach us to
better uniderstand the nature and appreciate the value of our Free
Institutions, and to fully comprehend and faithfully perform the
conditions upon which they can, alone, be preserved: And may
we he enabled to labor for the expulsion of corruption and extrav-
agance from the Government,—to be ever loyal,—to execrate Trea-
son,—to be faithful to Publie Duty,—to live more frugally and up-
rightly,—to elect, to places of trust and power, honest, patriotic,
and able Statesmen for their own merits’ and our own salvations’
sake, instead of elevating dishonest, traitorous, or imbecile Politi-
clans,—to rise above sectional prejudices and animosities, and to be
ever devoted to our grand Nationality: our Country, our whole
Country, one and indivisible,—to lead our children to the graves of
the Heroes and Patriots who Lave fallen or who may fall in this
War, and teach to them the story, and point to them the moral,
which “he heroie services and the sublime deaths of these self-sac-
rificing i’atriots and Heroes will inculeate to all generations; reve-
rently swearing these our children to defeud cur preeious Constitu-
tion and cherished Union as these “our Braves *’ have done, should
they ever be assailed in the days of ¢heir manhood,—to cultivate,
ourselves, and by precept and example to teach our children to
cultivate, every goed gift of mind and heart, the best sureties of
faithful citizenship,—ever being sincerely thankful to the God of
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our Fathers for the manifold and inestimable blessings he has vouch-
safed to tho People of the United States.

Thus, thus only, T COUNTRYMEN, can be perpetuated, as long
as sun and moon:and stars shall shine, & united, prosperous, happy,
iree, renowned, and Christian America! -



