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NEW spectacle appears to ibe world. The onls
£ % Republic in existence is now contending for her
. Sovereignty and Independence. She hath assumed an
attitude w:ich holds the eyes of nations in suspense.
Whether the last sanctuary of national Frecdom shall
be destroyec ; whether the last hope that cheers the
despondenc. of mankind in a guilty age, shall e extin-
guisled ; are considerations that appeal to the breast
and fix upon the mind.

This is a period in society important as it is eventful.
Future generations will look back wiith wonder upon the
memorable transactions which welive to witness. When
they shall dwell upon the revolutions that now Dbreak
the repose of the civilized world ; when they shall view
the different characters which nations are exhibiting at
the present moment 5 our own situation will not be pass-
edover. Amid the fall of empires and the bivth of
Kingdoms ; the subversion of Ficedom and the rise of
oppression, will be seen the fortune of the American Re-
publie. She will be seen a lonely ¢hiampion eontending
for the rights of wan, and defending the last intrench-
ment of eivil liberty.

Whether we shall maintain onr government and char-
acter, is now the great question to be determined. En-
vironed as we are with difficulties of the most trying
nature, it becomes us to improve from experience, and
act with a wisdom corresponding with our situation.
We do not live without monuments of instruction. 1If
we explore the destiny of other nations, we are warned
by past events of present dangers. We ave warned by
admonitions that speak louder than peals of thunder at
the silence of midnight. Every incitement that can tend
to awaken the vigilance of a free people is placed before
us,
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We must consider that all free governments vest -
on similur foundations. A likeness in formaticn consii-
tutes a similarity of danger. Because our governmernt
eraanated firom the deliberations of a free people, and is
more perfect and liberal in its natuve, than any other
th:at ever existed, it is not te be inferred that it is plae-
ed beyond the control of events, or gified by Omnipo-
tence to endure (1! the conclusion of time. Beecause it
hath lasted one generation, it is absurd to say that no
vicissitudes can endanger its safeiy, and that it rests up-
an a broad and imperishable basis. Human systems are
subject to human f{railtics. A revolution may ereate,
and a revolution may destroy. Political institutions are
never so much exposed, as they are when their support-
crs feel secure. A people that wiil net desery perils be-
cause they do not stare ther in the face, will approach
the brink of destruetion, without beholding the ¢ yawn-
ing chasms of their ruin.”

Governments may be destroyed by various means,
It 1snot always by a superiority of physieal power that
a people ave deprived of their constitution and Iaws,
A weaker power may set a stronger oue at defiance.
What then is the great destroyer of governments whose
basis is the people 2 'What has mestly contributed to
thelr anaihilation ! Have an empire of freemen who
presented one front—that were governed bv one senti-
ment, and animated by one ohject, generaily survived
the loss of liberty ¢ The history of national mislortunes
seidom tells us of the subversion of Republican gov-
cernments until those who possessed them commenced the
work of their destruction—until themselves courted a
melaiicholy destiny. 1t is by eherishing destroying evils
that commonwealths effect theiv own vruin. When do-
mestie dissentions are chorizhed with a rancorcus zeal ;
when the voice of patriotism s drowned in the roarings
of faction ; when foreign attarhments are nurtured and
vindicated ; we may look for a ncw era in the affairs of
such a state. ‘

A difference in political views may somctimes con-
tribute to a people’s safety. It may keep the sentinels
of libevty upon their guard.  But sueh variation, to be
uselul, must be limited.  'When it goes beyond tls prop-
er bounds, it becomes dangerons.  Where the freedom
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of opision is tolerated, and the expression of political
sentiments authorized, it must be expeeted that the peo-
ple will be dissimilar in their eonvictions, and that such
dissimilarity will be manifested. Butbecause a smaller
portion of the community differ from « larger, it is by
no means to be inferred that those who may be found in
the minority are destitute of principle, or encmies to
their country ; it does not imply a degenevacy of virtue
or a want of patriotism. Itis only when the acts of a
minor party tend to disorganize, distract, and weaken a
respect for moral and political obligations, that it is to
be viewed as a source of alarm. Whenever it produe-
es, or endeavors to preduec these effects, its existence
should be looked upon as a comwmon 2vil and a common
danger.

A people’s will is the support of a free goverament.
When you thercfore impair their attachment towards it,
and encourage a non-compliance with its exigencies, you
strike at the very roet of its existence. When consti-
tutional claims are not regarded and remain unsatisfied,
a goverpment is a mere shadow that mocks the wisdom
of human invention. Rict, despotism and anarchy are
athand. The altars df liberty will be demolished—the
-sword will be the umpire of deceision, and tyrants will
spring up and seal their arbitrary codes with civil bleod.

Whatever then shall tend to diminish the respect, al-
ienate the love. and weaken the obligations of the peo-
ple in the eonstituted authorities ¢f a nation, should be
opposed with a becoming spirit and decision. When
men stan:d forth and tell the esmmunity that the laws
arc not binding upon them, and that rvesistance to their
exceution is a4 necessary virtue ; and when thesc inen aré
the leaders, and command the confidence of a powerful
political party : their machinations sheuld he guarded
with a watchful eve, and meet with that peinted disap-
probation which their corrapt designs so justly merit.
The end of law is the beginning of tyranny. The fall
of the one anmounees the approacih of the other. A sub-
version of law cever has been, and ever will be the objeet
of the Catalines, the Cromwells and the Robespierres of
all ceuntries. Let such characters arise when or where
they will, they will be cheeked in their seliemes of rev-
olution, if’ they find themselves unsupported. Tt is the
countenance of the people that hath tvo often condusted
patriots o the scaffold and usurpers to the throne.
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There is snother danger which should ever be guard-
ed against with the utmost vigilance in all {ree states.
A passionate atitachnent for a foreign nation ever pro-
duees the most melancholy consequences. It is an evil
whose existenee should give more alarm than the invad-
ingz legions of an ambitious despet. Like a hidden dis-
ease in the human body, it feeds unseen upon the virtie
and energics of 2 commonwealth. It will mislead and
corrupt the public mind, and extinguish forever the no-
blest feelings of patriotism. Unless seasonably check-
ed in its progress, it will kindle up the fires of faction
until liberty expires in the conflagration.

So strong are the prejudices of mankind, that when
they onee become rooted, they will set at defiance every
demand of reason. Attachment to a foreign power leads
to a vindication of her policy. 'Whether that nation be
governed by the principles of justice, or whether she in-
vade, ravage and destroy 2ll that comes within her pow-
er, makes no material difference : the heart cannot feel,
ihe eye cannot see, and the ear cannot hear the wrongs
which she eommits. And although they who justify
and palliate her injustice, may sometimes be the vic-
tims of herviolence, still they wilk contend with trath
aid justice, ¢ and lick the hand that’s rais’d te shed
their biood.” Such a prepossession, if fully indulged,
wiil stifle honor and patriotism, lead to a prostration of
national character, and encourage the most wanton acts
of foreign hostility.

YWhen those who are inclined to extend unwarranta-
ble dominion over the rights of others, find their in-
fringements ave neither resisted nor punished; when
thev find that they may persist in a system of violation
-vith tmpunity ; they want no other evidenee of a na-
tion’s mecanness of spirit and want of independence ;3
tuey want no other indueement for committing a second
" encreachment, than a tame aequiescenrce in the first.
The world would swarmm with tyrants; the Phiiips, the
Alexanders and the Charles would yise up on every side,
il nations exhibited such a pusillanimous eharacter. 1t
is adelusive idea that giving up an important present
advantage will seceure a great future benefit.  Can a ra-
pacicus power, revelling in the blood of slaughtered
thousands, eager for the plunder of territorvies and the
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annintiziion of governmentis; who obeys no law but
foree, and is governed by no principle but interest ; he
brought to acknowledge the claims of justice, by ering-
ingand begring ! Be as servile as the spaniel that fawns
at the feet of a scourging master ; yield and tempovize
until humility blushes, and you have nothing further to
sarrcnder. And what then?! You have purchased a
yeke of bondage and the curses of posterity.

A nation that is willing to sacrifice some of her most
essential rights as a sovereign power, for the purpose of
maintaining an inglorious peace—for the purpose of
gaining & weak guarantee for the future desistanee of
her enemies—is more thar half conquercd before hos-
tility unfurls herbanner or draws her swoird. 'Too cow-
ardly to be feared, too iusignificant to be respected ; she
will be plundeved, insnlted and despised, and ofter an ea-
sy conquest, when nothing better is left to conqguer.

Let a nation consult what course of poliey she will,
this truth can never be evaded : If she will have nation-
al rights, she must defend them ; if she wiil be respected,
she must respect herself, and punish encrouchunonts upon
her sovereigrty. Let timidity startle, let duplicity quiv-
oeate, and let the advoeaies of a mean submission to
agzression speak louder than the arms that should vin-
dicate the cause of their eountry ; this is the only se-
cure and rational policy which a nation ean pursue. A
people’s firm determination to defend their privileges
and immunities has ever been the most effectual bar-
vier against the hostility of ambitious powers; and it
ever will be, while mankind have selfish views, and na-
tions separate intervests.,

A nation of freemen whe love wo country but their
own, that will fight to the last 1:oment for the vindiea-
tion of their common liberties, seldom presents an in-
viting ubject to powers that invade to conquer. En-
croachments upon them will be dearly made; and if o-
vereome by snperior force, they will never remunerate
the expense ef their subjugation, or extend the limits
of usurping empire.

Every nation has her misfortunes. Sooner or later
they will oceur. Tt isnot in the provinee of human sa-
gacity alwags to aveid ealumitv, 'T'he degree of pros-
perity which a nation may enjoy frequently depends up-

on the disposition of Lier neighhors.  Xf she is smrroun-
' '
¥
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ded by powers who are continually engaged in war, and
v hose unimosity is shiarpened by the length of their con-
fiicts 3 if she bas an intercourse with nations who have
neither a vegard for moral restraints nor a respeet forr
universa faw 3 she must lock for oecasional deeds of
cutrage and an interruption of hier peace. She cannot
consisteinidy expeet to build up an empire, that will e-
clipse the ;:lo: y of other States, nor to find an unexam-
p]cd increase of popul.umn and wealth, without meeting
witl teoubles and adversifies.

National prosperity rests upen different feundations.
A nation whose interest is esscntially conneeted with
commereial pursuits, must he greatly affecied by the
situation of licr commercial relations. The more de-
pendauce slie places upon commerce, the more she i
cxpesed to cinbarrassment, and the emnity of foreign
powers.  When the nations with whom she hath enjoy-
cd 2 profitabie intercourse, verder her trade with them
a mcre pittance of degradation ; when they pillage and
destroy whatever their rapacily can grasp, and suspend
Lev ecmmerce with all quarters off the maritime world ;
she mivst iadeed be involved in  difliculties 5 difficulties
wheze existence should he dcprcu&d nct as evils spring-
ing from the folly or imbeeility of her own rulers, but
from the violenee and w ickedness of foreign powers.
A nation may ciiange her rulers as often as the revolu-
tion of the scasons dlter the color of her fi e!dq, but
whilc she is subject to the hostile jealousy of powerful
rivals, she will inevitably suffer pe"ple\ltlm.

Such is the situation of the United States. Sueh is
the eondition of a people whose ohject has been peace,
whose policy has been guarded by justice and magnan-
imily. It apreurs that 2 new era hath taken plaee.
Those tremendons connnotions which have so long dis-
turbed the peace of mankind, whkich have anuihilated
natiens, overturned dynastics, and shaken Kings from
their throaes, have at length rezehed our shorves. We
are no lonzer seated in peace amid the cvies of a suffer-
inz Universe.  We arve now engaged in a momcentous
contest with the sceoud nower on carth.  Lei us there-
fore pause for a moment and refleet upon the causes
which have constrained us to embark in the broad ocean
of untried_experiment. et us for & moment be deal
to the ca®Wes of party violenee, and veject the degrad-
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ing docirine of non-resistance and submission ; let us
aispassienately consider the evenfs which hiave preceded
the present warlike aititnde of our country.

It is now (weniy years sinee the preseat destruetive war
in Europe commenced. ¥rance and Laglind, the two
great champions in the eontcst, early labored to destroy
the characier of all neutral powers. One nation alier
another renounced the blessings of peace, and risqued
their existence npon the faith of a perjured Prince—
the movement of an army, or the itcermiaation ef a
battle. National law became a nullity, and the anecient
protection of governments void and contemptible. A
union of sentiment was exhibited to subvert the estab-
lishment of uuiversal justice, and deaw the whale world
into the vortex of wild centention. This seheme was
100 far crowncd with suecess. Neutrality expired in
Europe with the flames of Copenhagen.. Denmark was
the last of neutral staies bevond the Adantie. The
nations who had £ mncess enough to resist scduciion were
driven hy force {0 join in a warfare that neither prem-
ised interest nor glory, bat exposed their safety to dan-
~er and ruin.

This nation was so remote from the scene of Euro-
pean quarrels, that she was not immediately affected by
the mighty revolutions which were continnzlly exhibited
with the terror and overtlirow of other nations. She
proclaimed her resolution to maintain a neufral stamd,
and to rigidly abstain from siding in the Jeast degree
with the belligerent powers. She saw ihie stora which
raged around her, and the wrecks of kingdoms that
were scattered abroad by its violenee. She alone seem-
cd the chosen asylum of peace. Her happiness was un-
rivalled, and her progress in national importacee with -
out an example. Her commeree flourished ; kier agi-
cultural interests prospered. and her manufuctures rap-
idly increased. In fact, she appeared to possess every
peculiar privilege and en joyment that constitntes a hap-
py nation. Siic diminished the grandeur of other em-
pires, and davkened the splendor of conquest.  She rose
to greatness with the majesty of her native Eagle when
bending her flight to the stars.

This was the situation of our country hefore her
sovereignty was ealled in question, und her sacred rights
trampled under foot by lawless power. Such was hey
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eondition, before her prosperity was wantonly destroyed
and lier children’s blood mingled with the waves of the
ocean.

When France and England had departed frem every
principle of justice and marked out Ameriea as the last
vietim of her violence, the administration of our gener-
al government found it compatible with the exigeneies
of the times, to adopt such measures as would maintain
our national sovereignty. Measures were accordingly
adopted that promoted our security and imvited an
hcnorable and frieadly undersianding with the bellig-
ercat powers. Qur poliey was a pecaceable and nupar-
tial policy. 1t was intended to operate with equality
upon the French and British naiions. It was dictated
by wisdom. and criginated from a desire of reconcilia-
tion towards the destroyers of neutral rights. While it
elfeeted the s2lvation of our commeree, aud saved our
countrymizen from ecaptivity ; it powerfully appealed to
the ‘ntcrest of our enemies.

Aflter experiencing a series of violations {rom one
belligerent power, and greater injuries with the black-
est treachery from the other, France came forward and
pledged her honor for the relaxation of he: hostile policy
towards this country. 'With that promptness and ecca-
ciliatory spirit whick have eminently distinguished the
American Cabinet during the whole eeurse ¢t ovr eom-
mercial embarrassments,our rulers thought it consistent
to aceede to her propositions. This measure was en-
forced by interest and the fidelity of the mation.
‘Whether Franee will be governed by the obligations of
her plighted faith, or whether, she will still continue
to persevere in her system of aggression, the test of
time can alone determine. Qur relations with’ her at
present are in a doubtful state ; and if we judge of Ler
future conduct from her past, bare justice eannot be ex-
pecied from her.

France has acted a part towards the United States
which will stain the aunals of her country with the foul
blets of the basest injustice. Instead of displaying
that disposition towards us, which would cemem the
bouds of friendship,and meliorate the aerimony of na-
tional prejudices ; instead of regarding the rights of a
neutral and independent nation ; she hus exhibited ene
¢ unbroken serics of encroachments.” And what can
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we expect from such a power ? Can we look for a long
continuance of forbearance froia a nation whose ambi-
tion is war, and whose object is universal conquest ?
‘I'he modern Cesar, who writes the epitaph of nations
with his swoid, and leoks 2lone 7o the aggraicizement
of his stupendous Empire, wiii not long k. junned down
by rvestraint. If France shall hereafter Le governed by
her present poliey. tire time may, and I believe will
come, when we shall be driven to put on the zruior of
defensive war.  When this perici shall arrive, the some
spirit that burns to vindieate our rights at this mmment,
will be secn animating an indepeadent people in thie as-
sertion of their nationai privileges.

England still continues to exercise a 1most enormous
system of tyranny towards us. Iler enmity, sharpened
by the lapse of time, is kecner than the tyzer’s hunger.,
Deaf to the appeals of an injured natien, ske gleries in
her deeds of iniquity. 'The same desire to ¢ extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction” over this couniry, which
was manifested thirty seven years ago with such traits of
inhumanity, still exists. Nething short of a relinguish-
ment of our neutral rights and a virtnal prostration of
our ssvereignty, appears sufficient to restrain Lier course
ef violence against our natienal existence.

Time was, when nations considered themselves bound
by the principles of honor ; when a sense of national
dignity would disdain the miserable evasions of petty
artifice—the tauntiug arrogance and bold effrontery of
studied insolence. Time was, when the trecachery of a
national minister was ranked in the same grade of
criminality with the -illany »f the common knave ;
when national piracy was detested like the deeds of
highway robbery ; when the shedding of biood without
a cause, under national authority, was deemed no better
than noon-day murder. But Great-Britain rests her
fame upon a different basis. She has formed an exan-
ple for future times more congenial to the ¢neourage-
ment of human guilt, than the actions of a virtuous na-
tion. She appears to look upon a frank eompliance
with justice, and a simple acknowledgment of »ight and
urong, is incompatible with royal magnanimity. With
all the finesse and intrigue exhibited in the middle age
by the Italian States, she makes her demands upen
neighboring powers with as little refercnee io right or
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eqnity, 2s were the frantic mandates of a drunken
Prince of’ Persia, in the days of easztern barbarism.

ingland never was our friend. She was not our
friend when she drove our ancestovs from their native
shores, and hunted them to the depilis of the wilderness.
She was not our friend when she ground us down to the
most degrading slavery, previous to ouy sepaiation fiom
her empire. Nor has she exhibited a solitary instance of
disinterested friendship sinee our existence as an Inde-
peadeit nation.  When has there been a time that she
did not appear to be governed by a spivit that was net
Liosiile to the dearest interest of our country? When
was ‘nerve a period that she was not inclined to violate
and aiminish the sovereignty, and wantonly sport with
the vizhts and honor of the Uhnited States ? Search the
history of her country, and such a period cannot be
found.

'The condnet of Greai-Britain towards this couniry
for several ycurs past has been to the last extent aggra-
vatinz and inhuman. Iler depredations have ameunted
to actual war. She hath arrayed herself against our
peace ina thousand shapes; all verging tc the accom-
plishment of one cbject—the termination of our na-
tion:l existence. Every measure that would tend to
Torward this design has been put in vizorous operation,

Ier long course of reiterated aggressions has art
lIength rendered forbearance insufferable and degrading.
Quy goverawent has had recourse to negociation for
more than seven years, and used every pacific mean (o
obtain a friendly understanding. 'Chis mode of gaining
a redress for sufferings has failed of suceess. War is
necessary, when peace is inglorious.  Qur national rul-
ers have so considered it.  After enduring the greatest
provocations for a war with England, with a degrec of
moderaittion and temperance that does the highest honor
to the friendly disposition of the American nation ; af-
ter making every honorable effort to preserve peace ;
vie have heen driven to take a bold and encrgetic stand
against our old and inveterate enemy.

13ut two alternatives were left to our rulers— war or
subniesion.  War for the frecdoin of our commeree—
the redemption of our enslaved countrymen—the res-
toration of our property, and the future seeurity of our
national ¥ights s or & submission that would destroy ouy
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rdependencee ;5 that would render our country, redeeim-
cd frem bondage by the blood and teils of our ancestors,
a meic appendage of the British empire : a submission
that would render us an outeast among the nations, and
a name of reproach throughout the carth; a sub-
missien that would sanetion the sanguinary violations of
the common cnemy, and bind cur children with the
fetters of th: slave..
3ut notwithstanding the manifold aggressions of EEng-
fard and the abundant causes which exist ior a war a-
gainst her ; and potwithstanding it is the only measure
whicii can save our national chavacter ; there are those
who are of opinion, that peace, iowever mean and hu-
miliating, is preferable to war. Peaee is certainly a
most desirable state. But for a nation (o remainin a
state of timid activity, for the bare sake of saying that
she is at peace, while she is despised and trampled up-
on, aad war is made upon her to every purpose, except-
ing by a formal declaration, by another power, is no
acc ai all. It is war on one side, and folly and cow-
ardice on the other. All warfures are to be deprecated.
But there is sometimes an election of evils. 'There are
tisnes when war—open and determined war, 15 demand-
ed by imperious neeessity : and cvery thing dear to us
as freemen, now demands it.

I we have war, we must expect the loss of lives, the
siicdding of Ilnod, and the anmoyance of the coemy.
These are inevitable ecnsequences. But shall this
consideration deaden every sensation of patriot-
ism and independence? Shall we disgrace our
origin by being the slaves of our fear? Sup-
posing tiiat on the morning of our revolution, while the
massacre at Boston was still erying out for vengeance,
and when the blood of our countrymen fiowed at Lex-
ington ;3 when Gicat-Biitain said, ¢ Fe shall be slaves ;"
—1I say, supposing at that gloemy period, pregnant
with the most awful dangers, instead of resisting Great-
Britain, we had bowed at her feet. and aequicseed in
her usurpations ; suppusing that our WASHINGTONS, our
Haxcocks and our WARRENS, had subseribed to the
doetrine of cevtain hollow-hearted patriots of the pres-
ent dJay—s War iz a d2slructive evil ;5 we had Ubetter ob-
lain peace as e can ;3 we had beller suffer our vighls lo
be incaded scith impunity, thun be guilty of spilling
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blood : we had beller submit, than to expose our cities,
our coasts and jrontiers to the altacks of England.”
‘What would such a want of spirit have produced ? It

might have made us vassals and slaves to this day.
But there was ifien 2 magnanimity in this country that
cailed our futhers te arms. 'They appealed to the God
of battles. and fought under his banners ; they cngaged
in war, and they conquered.  The establishment of our
Indevcndenee is owing to that war, apd its existence de-
pemls upon anoiher,

A great poriion of the American people seem insen-
sible to the accumulated wrongs which they suffer {romn
England. The shock of war has struck ‘them dead—
dead to the exaited feelings of freemen. Instead of
looking upon an honorable contest as the only course of
delivery from troubles and perplexities, they look upen
it as the commencement of more permanent suiferings.
'The name of war is grating to the ear that has been
accustomed to the salutations of peacc; and through
the momentary impression which it never fails of mak-
ing, and the malieious misrepresentations of designing
men, they can see no eause for its existence.

But, my countrvinen. is therc no cause for war wiil:
Fngland ? Can you subscribe to a declaration so repug-
nan: to truth—to 2 sertiment so foul te the proud feel-
ings of a magnanimous spirit { 'What is our condition
at “thiis moment ? The Independence atchieved by the
valer, and sealed by the blood of our revolutionary pat-
riot:, is assaulted te its basis, Forcign emissaries are
sent a:nong us to alienate the people from their govern-
meni‘, reat? pebelition and eivil war. Our commerce

falls a vietim t» pillage and rebbery ; eur hospitality is
db‘l“f d—our cfforts to ohiain peace insulted ; our har-
bors Hockaded, and a ¢« wall of flre planted round our
coasts.”  Gur scamen, the native citizens of the Unit-
ed States, are easlaved by ruflian violence—to support
the pow=rof their oppressers, and in cold bleod to de-
stroy ihe lives of their friends and connexions, But
more than this. The viiderness is filled with enemies
fierecr than the woives of eur mountains. On our
fronticrs. ¢id nee, youth and innocence ave exposed to
indiscrindpate murder.  © You are o failie v the blood
of your son shall fatten vour covnfield : youare a motl:-

er—the war-whoep shall wahe the sleep of the cradle.”
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And still there is no cause for war ! The nation that
perpetrates these erimes should go unpunished! O in-
sulting language !! I appeal to the feclings of this as-
scmbly ; I appeal to kindred affection—I appeal to hu-
manity herself. I ask, if at mid-day we sheuld see our
vouth dragged from our fields, and forced from their na-
tive shores by a banditti of foreign ruffians, never, nev-
erto return ; whether we should not invoke an hour of
retribution ? If, at the hour of midnighi, when the
heavens are curtained with darkness and creation sleeps,
a band of merciless savages should enter our habitations,
murder the infant on the mother’s bosom, and leave
whole families heaps of slaughtered vietims ; whether
we should not deem the instigator of such iakuman out-
rages, an object that deserved the vengeance of a peo-
ple’s valor ¢ In private life, the villain {hat abridges
your privileges and assaults your person, must be pun-
ished. The thief that plunders the sanctuary of vour
houschoeld gods—the robber tlLat takes your puisc, must
fcel your vengeance ; the wretch thai violates the privi-
leges of Lospitality must Le treated with severity ; and
¢ hethat sheddetl; man’s bleod, by man skall his tlood
be shed.””  And are nations absolved from the ciaims of
Justice, while the violations of individuals receive their
merited deserts 2 No : Justice is eternal. She never
changes her features. 'What she was yesterday, she is
to-day, and will be to all eternity. From her august
tribunal, she not only looks to the ordinary transactions
of society ; but she calls states and empires to atone-
ment, Her flaming swerd now points to war, as the
Iast, the only redress for the criianes of Britain—¢ crimes
se gricvous, that they ery to heaven.”

But eruel and outrageous as the eonduct of England
is towards this ecountry, she has her friends, her admir-
ers and her sycophants. In the face and eyes of the
most enormous aggressions, we are basely told of her
sympathy and lore for the American pcople ! She
fove the American people ! She loves wus, as
the lion lorves the lambh. She lores us, as she
once loved the states of Europe, whose existence and
nentrality -he destroyed.  She loves us too well to suf
fer s e main in peace and prosperity. She loves us
too,wel” lo respect our Independence, or acknowledge
the ¢t cnal rights charteved by the Gon of Nature to
his‘children.  She would love us well ¢nough te blot
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our rame irom the eatalogue ef natiens forever, and
malke us the slaves of her lawless dominion, if she hag
it in her power.

But itis asserted that England is embarked in a cause
that should shicld ker from the vengeance of an injur-
cd, suffering acd abused people.  She is contending a-
gainst the common enemy of mankind ; the is fighting
the battles of the world : shé is defending the rights of
pations! Venderful magnanimity!! And how does
England eonduet herselt in this noble contest ? Ask
Austria 3 ask Prussia; ask Sardinia and Holland : ask
the other mangled vietims of her intrigue and corrup-
tion—thie monuments of her aceursed wickedness. Thesc
nations will peint you to that memorable conspiraey of
crowned heads formed by the arts and jugglings of the
British cabinet, as the source of the mournful ecatas-
trophes, which they have exhibited ; a coalition that was
fermned without prineiple, and that will be felt through
future centuries. They will teil you that England first
planted an infatuation in their bosoms, that has plunged
them. into the gulf of ruin. 'The conduct of Fngland
does not excuse the unrelenting tyranny of France,
or cast a pall over the shocking sceres ef her blood-
thirsty ambition ; but to say that England is the de-
fender and pretector of nations, while she does act, and
ever has acted, from selfish and wicked motives, is too
glaring an absurdity to eseape the test of ridicuie.
I'his moment she exercises as much tyranny upon the
occan, as Bonaparte does upon the land. She never
fougzht a battle from principles of philanthropy. She
never dvew the sword, but to return it te its scabbard
with the prometion of her own interest and the aequi-
sition of power.

Her pretended concern for the rights of neutrality is
the consummation of hypocrisy. Her conduct to neu-
tral nations is ¢ written in letters of fire and blood.”
The fate of T'useany, Genoa and Denmark, will be re-
mewbered with abhorrence, while guilt and cruelty are
repugnant to humanity. Her treatment towavds this
country is before our eyes.  She gave the first blow to
our neutrul privileges ;5 and France followed her exam-
ple, as the thunder follows the lightning.

In fact, England has long L:een a scourge to the hu-
- man race. There are no boeunds to her arrogance, no
limits to her requisitions. Already she claims the em-
pire of the scas, and the right of controlling the com-
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mer:ial world., Nov is her dominion upon the land less
modest, where she can wicld the scepire. Abrsad she
scatters pestilence and death ; at home, she acts the
finished tyrant, 1In Iicland she inflicts the meost ener-
mous oppressioiis upon a miserable peasantry : in Heot-
Iand she enforecs obedience with the point of the bay-
onet ; in Jndia, she renews the slanzhiers of Tamer-
lane.*  Ifer policy is uniferm, cons: 'stent and Berseyver-
inz. No observance of laws cither human or divice,
restraias the execution of her desizns. |

Sueh a pation will never respect the rights of her
neighbors, while it i< for her interest to violate them.
But poweriul as England is, she is not invulacs %ble.
"The well-directed cnergies of a hrave and powerful
people will make a serious impresssion upon lier iuntei-
cst. 'The means of retaliating for the unnumbered in-
juries which she hath heaped upon us, arc within our
power. With those principles of eternal justice which
we have upon our side, and under the fostering protee-
iicn of that Almighty Goveruor of the Universe who
protected our fathers in the hour of treuble, and con-
ducted thein te Independenee 5 I have the fullest confi-
denee that we shall prosecute » suceessful war in defencee
of our national existence,

The idea which is so repeatedly advanced, that the
prasent situation of our publw afiairs involves us in an
alliance with France, is absurd and delusive. To sav
that we cannot have a war with England without bemg
allied to the commeon foe of mankind, to that monster in
human shape, whose ambition is said to grasp the uni-
verse—is a species of logic that common reasen docs
not readily fathom. It is novel reasoninz.  Aeccording
to this, we cannet repel the assaulis of one enemy, wiih-
out seeking shelter under the arm ef another ; and this
inevitable connexion must keep us in a state of ahject,
sithmission.  Qur situation then 13 peeuliar indeed.
Fingland is perfeetly safe as it regards us.  In the most
profound peace, e may batier cuir citics abont our
cars ; she may enslave and dos stroy more than she docs
now ; and we must erouch like the patient heast of
burden, and bear our fate with the best grace we caxn.

¥ Let those who doubt the erucities and oppressions of the British
ration, read the speeches of Fox, Suenmnan and Bunwe. Let them
m.mlltthc soleom declamations of her own statesmen in her own
Pariiament.  They bave fully developed har policy for the last twenty
venrs.,
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The voiee of our cannon must nat be heard—the weap-
ons of freemen must not he wielded—because in defend-
ing our bivth-right, they jein with the papists and infi-
dels of France ! Such fallacy is cntitled only to con-
tempt.

At this memesntoas period, my Countrymen, it be-
comes yvu (o supyort vour pational rulers with firmness
and patrietismn. It is for you and your posterity that
they are pow contending with a thsusand diflieuliies.
g : .

I'ney have ever been faithful to your intevcsis, and they

vill never fors:ke them. Let not those who vindieate
the cause of 2 foreign nation, turn you fiom the paths
¢ii rectitude. You wiil be told by a desperate opposition
rarty, that vour own Goveranient han, reduccd you to
vour present condition 5 but remember that it is these
dowrestic onomics wio havc encourag>d foreign hostility,
if you cun see the lizht of the sun at noon-day, you can
see the justice and 1mpartiality of that policy which
your ralers have pursacd.  If you maintain your politie-
al faith with unshaken fortitude, you have the prospect
of a gloricus deliverance from your troubles. If vou
vaite ia the sehemes of a political combination, whose
views you have heretofore opposed ; you may find your-
selves ingulphed in dangers that may vutlive yourselves,
vour children and your liberties.

Act with zeal, but net with vieience. Let no pro-
fession, let no ;-'1;'0 itien lull vou into a state of security.
T.et not the gurb. vifled firom the tommb of the ilfustrious
dead, hide the eloven toot of faction. Against the op-
posers of tl:z constituted authorities and the premoters
of dizeord, maintain a steady and wndeviating course.
Sacrifi-e private, pecsonal prejudices to the publie good.
We are not engaged in a confliet between party and par-
ty, but bedween nation #nd pation.  Party Dbickerings
Jiould he buried inobiivior. Our country ¢emands out
serviees, and should reecive them. At a time like this,
«very man should consider hims«ii‘a servant to the calls
of the naticn.  TInstesd of insulling the memory of
Wasuineron, et us stuwty to obey his parting adviee.
Let s support car Natienzl Union; bear the publie
barthens with ehicerfulness s comply with the demands
of zovermment with promptness g and encour age a spir-
itel genuine patriotism.  Let us discouraze {oreign at-
tachments and partialities wherever they may be found,
and leve no couutry but our ¢wn,  Above all, It us cher-
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ish Religion and Morality, the main supporters of civil
liberty.

My Countrymen, you have the msst importaiit charge
confided 1n your mtegu ‘y of any pcouie on earth. The
troubles wiiichi surround you ave great ; but they ean
be surinounted. However formidlable the Urisis, the un-
conquerable spirit of the American people is able to
sustain it. If animated by the consideration, that their
country is the last spot of Freedom under Heaven ; if
they have a Just estimate cf the invaluablc privileges
which they enjoy ; if they are warmed by the righteous
cause in which they are evgaoed they will triumph
over the vicissitudes which surround them. If the
Couneils of our Nation are hereafter actuated by that
greatness of spirit which they now exhibit ; if the ener-
gies of the nation are direc ted to the defence of that
Tn ependence which we are now manfully maintaining ;
we shall humble the tyrants of the ocean and the land,
and arrive at that summit of power and glo y \vhich
Gon and Natuce seem to have designed at our creation.




