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WHILE the nations of the Eaft are writhing in the
anguifh of defponding fervitude ; while kingdom s con-
fuming kingdom, and empires wafting before the arm of

. battle ; while populationis withering beneath the g.afp
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of ambition, and the blood of mankind flowing in copi-
ous f#MNidy while humanity deplores the deftruétion

“of her creatures, and the beauties of creation and art are

{fwept into oblivion ; the Gon of our Fathers hathagain
permitted us to greet the return of this glorious Jubilee,
and hail the faviours of our country. |
Ye venerable men! well do ye remember that feafon

of peril when the invocations of an injured people were
loud inyour ears. Great-Britain had commenced a fan-
guine era in the government of her weftern children.
She had departed from the principles of jultice, and. re-
folved to adopt the rules of oppreflion. - She had annihi.
lated your ancient liberties—{he had fubverted your for-
mer enjoyments, and fent her myrmidons to enforce the
mandates of tyranny. The fcaffold was preparing for the
immolatio» of your heroes ; {laughter ftalked m your
towns and villages ; the foil of your fields was fertilized
with the blood of citizens. Your morning flumbers
were difturbed by the peals of her cannon, and defpair
with her haggard vifage refted on your pillows at the hour
of miidmght. |

- There are periods in the progrefs of nations when vir-
tue triumphs over the bafer paffions ; when the human
foul delights in thofe godlike actions which ftamp eternal
honor on the charaéter of man : he no longer dwindies
below his allotted rank,; but walks forth in the ftrength of
his natal majefty,and maintains his dignity among the vaft
chain of created beings. Our contemplation dwells with
rapture on the a€tions of a people who are infligated by
noble incitements, and led to triumph in glorious under-
takings. In tracing the courfe of our revolution we are
warmed in the patriot’s caufe. The inequality of the
conteft, and the event of the war, conspire to render it in-
terefting and memorable. The weak did contend with
the ftrong, and the fifong were overcome.
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The eighteenth century will hereafter be remember-
ed for giving anew government to a new world. For-
mer times are {horn of their fplendor by the actions of a
people but little known before they knew the {word.
The fame of men whofe names had marched from an.
cient to modern times and brightened with age, was fur.
paffed by the achievements of a modern band of heroes
marfhalled in the caufe of a fuffering nation.

"The object of their toils was as great as the pains which
they took to accomplith their vi¢torics. They were
not contending for themfelves, but for their country.
"Thofe felfith views which have excited other victors in
the courfe of their conquefts, were lain afide for caufes
that called down the {imiles of the DE1ry. A man may
be valiant, fagacious and fortunate ; but if his wifhes
dwell not in the good of his country, wheresid «idiishty
fame that fhould {well his deeds ? where the reverence
that fhould grace his perfonage ? A Cefar may pafs
the Rubicon and bury the liberties of his country in the
ruins of Pharfalia ; but it were better his trinmph fthould
never be, than that a people fhould walk as flaves at the
wheels of his warcar. |

Far different were the views of Wathington and his
compeers while ftruggling in the event which we now
commemorate. They alandoned the comforts of do-
meflic concord ; they expofed their families to {ufferings
and themf{elves to profcription and death for the purpofe

'ofﬁ'aining a government of righteous laws.

appy nation ! you were raifed from a ftate of bond.
age to the higheft rank among the empires of the earth.
At a fingle heat of your magnanimity, you produced a -
roll of heroes whofe memories fhall flourifh till the clof-
ing round of duration fhall dim the monuments of hu-
man valor.

The fall of our martyrs which has {o often been re.
counted in the ftories of eulogy, fhould never be paffed
over in filence, while the tale of the revolution exifts up-
on record. Their afts of bravery fhould be mentioned
to perpetuate their recolleCtion among the rifing genera-
tion, nor {hould the aged ceale to remember their gallant
deeds. They have not forgotten them. The {olemni.-
ties of this day witnefleth, that they have not forgotten
them. The heroes who fell a facrifice to Britith cruelty,
challenge the brighteft examples of ancient heroifm ; and
their names fhall go down the ftream of time, unfullied
by the foul hopes of perfonal domination.

The patriots who have bled in other times and in other
countries, to redeem mankind from fervitude, have had
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their namespreferved in the temple of fame ; and they
‘have proved ». vxample to others, when engaged, in {ima-
lar adlions of glory. Like the ftars of the evening, the
luftre of their exploits has cheered the way.worn travel-
ler in the caufe of virtue, o
* The names of our martyred countrymen have heen

added to this catalogue of worthies, and their deeds are
blended in the fame great luminary of fame. Erin wept
over the fate of her RysserLr ; America lamented the
fall of MoN1coMERY. They were compatriots who
volunteered in the fame generov's caufe, and their deaths
have fwelled the fcrolls of Britifh victims. Their tombs
fhall b~ vifited by holy orifons through diftant periods
and by diftant generations; and the monumental cap-
ftone that tells the fall of WaRREN fhall be memorable
as the {pot where Hampew fell. | |

In comimemorating the day when three millions of
mankind fthook off the eigisss of Britifh connexion, let
us not forget the fortune of the brave foldier who barg
his generous bofom to the ftorm. Let thofe who have
basked under the beams of a gemal fun ; let thofe who
have fhared the rich hurveft gathered by the toils of oth-
ers, deign to thank the Power that willed them happy.
When they fhall fee the war-worn veteran borne down
with infirmities, and his locks bleached by the froft of
age ; let them remember for them his fcars were open-
ed—for them he fpilt his blood=—and for them, too, he
conquered the foe. Ingratitude is too often the award of
valor. Negligence and fuffering are not unfrequently the
foldier’s boon, under the eye of thofe very men whole
intereft he has advanced at the expenfe of his comfort.

The revolution eof Americais the event which has
convoked the prefent affembly. Its progrefs and ter-
mination are {5 generally known, that I need not dwell
with hiftorical precifion on the rife of the weftern empire.
But I cannot negleét to call your attention to the falutary
feelings which this celebration is calcuiated to infpire.

Itleads us toappreciate the ineftimable value of our re-

publican inftitutions by learning the price of their attain-
ment. -

On this day be it remembered that our privileges were
not gained by a feeble conteft in the field, or by a fudden
and bloodlefs revolution. No! Our independence was
plucked from the crown of unrighteoufnefs amid the
fharp confli€ts of embattled thoufands. For eight years
the temple of Janus ftood with elmnd doors; for eight

years the boughs of cyprus o’erhung her mournful fanc-
tuary.
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. 'The annual renewal of this fefivity carries back our
memorics to the birth of our National Independerce,
and touches our hearts with that enthufiafm which prov-
ed the infpiring genius that enabled the venerable fages
of America to accomplith our redemption. We gaze
with wonder as we wiew the extraordinary exertions
which raifed our countrymento the fummit of humain
glory: and we voluntarily {wearto preferve our liberties
from the cdomcftic traitor or the foreign invader. Yes,
ye defcenlants of a brave anceftry, you fhould this day
approach the altar, and feed the flame already enkindled
in your breafts. By the blood of your brave fathers who
have gone before you ;5 by the manes of departed heroes
who fpent their lives 11 your caufe ; you fhould this day
fwear alafting obedience to the laws that bind you, and a
willing compliance with the future calls of your country-

Well may we exclaim, that on this anniverfary we feel
the flow of that joy which ‘pours in upon the freeman'’s
foul. It isnot a transitory beam that gathers round the

hind and pafles off without its knowledge ; but it is a ra-
tional happinefs that {cttles upon, and is immovable as the
~heart itfelf. It teaches us 1o realize the f{ignal enjoyments
of a free government, and gives us reafon to exult in the
pride of other years. Hallowed be the jubilee that gave
it birth ! blcfled be that morn when hberty arofe from
chaos, and fuffered her beams to gladden our regenerated
hills ; when the eagle foarcd from her bloodftained cage,
‘“ and mewing over her mighty youth® became the phe.-
nix of empire in the weftern world !

The wifdoin which our countrymen difplayed in de.
vifing the code of laws by which we are governed, form.
ed a wonderful trait in the charaéter of an infant nation.
A nation without laws is like a family without a dwelling
place ; and it is rarely the cafe thata people diffolve the
bonds which conftitute one government, and embrace
the obligations which are -enjoined by another, without
fealingthe new made charter with the blood of civil war.
But there was a firmnefs and forefight exemplified pof-
terior te our revolution which dlemands a contraft in the
virtue of other times; it was an auguft period in the
dreary lapfe of ages. The fingular and honorable part
which America had acted during her progrefs from vaf-
falage to independence was now eclipied by an aét of na.
tional polity. T'lie zeal and prudence which bore her a.
long, the unequal and the undeviating fortitude which
triumphed over theduries of Vandal barbarity were con.
centrated in the {pirit, and wrought the agmirable features
of the Federal Conftitution,
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This fupreme charter of our rights has drawn forth
the admiration of mankind. It wiil undergo a compar-
ifon with all the governments which mortal wifdom hath
ever devifed. or mortal deliberation ever adopted. 1t
will not fall below the moft perfeél fcheme whicﬁ has ev-
;_:r been founded through the annals of - enlightened rea-
on. 3 ,

There never was, and there probably never will be in.
vented a plan of government more confonant with the
pure fpirit of a republican commonwealth, than that
which forms the tafis of our national and individual hap-
pinefs. Simple in its formatien, and wife in the admin.
iftration of its authority ; it affords equal proteétion to all
clafles of citizens—provides for the common defence of
the nation, and guarantees the right of univerfal fuffrage.
As the power of ruling iflues from the will of the people,

 foit reverts to them,again at fixed periods ; and rulers are
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ever amenable to the citizens. Hence, whencver the
conduétof the exifting adminiftration is found to fwerve
from the true line of national policy, there is an antidote
in the laws which refts in the good fenfe of the commu.-
nity to apply when a balance of the judgment {hall desm
it neceflary. This is a barrier that checks the tide of
ambition. When men claim a preferment to honor
which their integrity does not warrant them te receive ;.
when principle is loft in an overweening defire for unjuft
dominion ; thofe who love their country—thofe who val-
ue the duration of equal laws and equal enjoyments, will
rally round the ftandard of the nation—exert their coa-
ftitutional influence, and pull down the plans of unprinei-
pled ambition. o
To preferve this model of legiflative juftice in all its
urity is the important truft that devolves upon the mem.
ers of the nation ; and a fear for its deftruction is the
painful fenfation that too frequently difturbs our peace,
from the complexion of occurring incidents. |
The naticnal conftitution is the chief organ that dire@s
the whole fyftem of republican laws from an individval
ftate to the colle@®ive whole. 'This then is the vital fo:
of our liberties ; and how highly does it behove us tc
watch over its {afety with peculiar concern. It is the
forefight of the body politic that muft preferve the energy
of its own lifeftrings ; it is the virtue of the people that
can only keep themfelves free. Let them once forget
their moral allegiance to the laws; let them once lofe
fight of that courfe which duty and difcretion point out

- for their purfuance, and our conftitution is of no more

force than the parchment on which it is written, Def-
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potifm commences her wark-—Catalines begin to plot,
and the torch of ruin is trinnned to fire the citadel of our
frecdom.  Atfuch periods paper bacterics are but inefe
fettual engines again{t a furious ufurper with his legions
at his heels, Confpiracies againft the conftituted author-
ities have feldom been known to fucceed, excepting when
the arms of the rultitude are turned aguinft themfelves,
And the decifion of this qucftion will ever reft in the
voice of the Awmerican community, Shall we be{h’emm.
or shall we be siaves 2—At the progofition of this quef.
tion, which carries {o mnch importance with its fimplici.
ty, the honcft heart iffues its inexorable ducree ; it re-
volts at the bare name of flavery. But flavery wears ten
thoufand garbs. It i1s not confined to the courts of
princes ; it hath not its limited range in the walks of def-

otic government ; it is too often fgund at the polls of
frecmen. Againtt its exercife in this department there is
but one obftru¢tion—the fhicld of moral integrity. The
honeft, enlightened citizen who duly eftimates the worth
of his own liberty, will never feck to deftroy the precious
patrimony of another. He who {ways with undue influ-
ence the voice of his neighbor on political queftions is a
‘confummate tyrant ; and he who 1s fervilely governed by
the voice of another without any reference to right or
wrong, . is an abjeét flave. Itis but idlenefs for fuch a
man to talk of freedom, while he fhrinks at the fcowl,
and bows at the nod of an ariftocratical dictator. As
well might he vaunt of his liberty in Turkey. He does
but mock his fellow citizens who tells them of their
birthrights, while he deprives them of their exercife by
clandeftine artifices while like a midnight plund -er he
pants to lord in the {poils of their diflolution.

. Hewho boafts the loudeft is not the greateft pat\-ﬁot .
actions alone muft decide his political integrity. In what

then does patriotifm confift ? Isitevi.ced in a{yftematic-
al invitation to refift the laws of the land ? Is it difplayed
in holding out a doctrine, that acts of legiflation delib-
erately adopted and legally fanctioned, are not binding
on the people ? I fhall not confider my audience as an
umpire to defignate the diffcrence between light and
darknefs ; to require an anfwer to my problems would
caft an infult upon their underftanding. An obedience
to the laws muft and will be effected. But <hen we fee
determinations inculcated on the eve of political decif-
ions which tend to pcrvert the influence of reafon, and
alienate the attachment of the community in the rovern-
ment of their choice ; when a bold defiance of ftatutes
and a violation of law isenjoined asa pauriotic duty ; we
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may fhy to ourfelves, if the quthors of fhch proceedinga
h:‘ Il the deflinies of our nation, we thould be on the ¢ve
of ruin,

I'he re is a particular refpedt attachied to the intellle
gence of men who have thared the people’s  confidence,
as it is peefumed that the binportant ftasion which they
occupy io {ociety enables them to judge correélly in po.
liticu?cunccrns. We have a right to expuét that Infor.
mation from their experience, which will ferve to dire€t
the various enquiric 8 which it i at all times neccflary to
inftitute,  'When fuch men, notin the feercey of a cons
clave. but with ull the frecdom incident to popular affem.
blies, comne forward and tender their advice to their couns.
trymen with the folemnity of legiflators, they muft be
conficderc(! as afting in a very important fphere; bwo-
they muft be confidered as acling in a provinee fro
which there is an appeal from their proceedings § and
that they are accountable for the re€litude of their menf-
ures at the great inqueft of public judgment, =+

Governments have their darigers, and ours is not with.
out its perils. More isto be fearcd from the delufive
theories and plaufible pretenfions of internal ambition,
than from the invafion of eaftern armies, This feourge
of republican frcedom, who like a fabled giant hay' left
the impreffion of his footfteps among the fragments of
fallen ftates, has made his unwelcome appearance in the
unfolded d:figns of reftic fs demagogues.  We cannot ex-

eét that our Republic will differ from all others in the
ﬁazards which fhe will have to encounter. A thirft for
exclufive power is the unvarying chara¢teriftic which all
ftates have recognized in the various ftuges of their ex-
iftencc,  Divide and conquer, is the maxim of thofe who
are difcontent.d with immunities founded urou equality. -

The federal Union fcems the unmoved pillar that ftays

the encroachments . of thefe inordinate proje€ors; and

while a confederation of the States fhall eadure, it will
hold a check upon the exccution of their inteations, It
is our duty, then, to watch over its fufity with parental
concern. A want of union was the primary caufe which
gave the republics of Greece to the Macedonian con-
queror ; and the nulliry of this league would give ours
to another Philip. The fall of other ftates fhould prove
a council to guide the exertions of thoft who with to pro-
long the life of their own. It is a warning voice 3 it is
an awful admonition that fpeaketh from the grave of de-
parted liberty. o |

'The moment we fuﬁ;:r t'hc Union of the States to be
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the non“m\hm af the unfortunate, "The invaders were
vinuul (el and thofe natlons who had confplred to ex.
alt unu kinmelom on the ruins of another, have been com.
pell ¢ to rely on the clemency of a vietor, and be con.
et to fight hiy battles 1o inereale the weight of their
fihmifan, They cannot move without rattling theit
chiinee France has wilked on to power, till heratehleve.
m: otw I the fortune of war have enabled her 1o diftarb
the rupull* of the earth, Strittly martial, and thirfling
for the fame of conquctt, this vaft nation {eems to be

ouhlvd lmoa flem that moves by the operation of a
lmlc (bring, Her armies march, and an empire fulls !

kingdom is ereated 1o the battle-fleld, and A kingdom
s no morc | The anger of her chicftain rifles & orowned
head of ita dladem, and ereéls a new dynafty on the ru.
Inw ol the mbjusam\ prince, The forefight and -bravery.
of her scommandler well ageords with the gt nius of her
rmies,  Scarcely Is the lignature dry which fan&ions
iu plany, ere he ftands before the enery, & dreadful wit-
nelu of hoftility. Nor is there any alacrit wanting o

ong the people to advance the greatnefs o the nmom
’Pl\e mlurgemcnt of French dominion il the o ar-

to the heart of every Frenchman, ar is 't er

It uh rnﬂ‘wtho mentlon of cnter? fe, g{\
f lous than th ¢ rum._ des this pfa.»
pen ty wh fo n he mn pr inent ‘trait In wr m\.

nutional chura er, fhe ;P {Teo all the nece ry requi.
tes for long and bloo cumpqt ns. Her tedious wars

wve not prevented thofe internal improvements which
denote the enercy and wittlom of a powcrful government,
3} (o are fome of the caufvs which haye enabled
France to become thus powerful on the continent of Eu.
rope ; thelt: uru fome of the caufus which have given her
ah opportunl tr to revel in the downfull of her opponenta
lnd elcvm er grandeur on the wrecks of defeate
rinoes. thoug\ her adverfary bears away the palm
a maritime proweh, and far exceeds her in maritime
Rrenctn (Ul ghe b ventured to extend her claims on
the ncean to an unwnm-\mblc degree. Her conduét to.
wards Amerlon dol’crwl ne ma ;;o inted reprobat on.
he haw violated the rulegof national law by infringing
the righty of neutrality 1+ The has confl {oated our proper.

il hug plundered our commerce, Her friendihl
E :‘:\mu:lm:t': \gvrth her intereft, and her !melrcﬂ thb‘?-

rv em r ambltlon,
wmcm we turp to England, fecond in the klla

uropem powsr, Unhappy for the clvillzed wor
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Great. Britain has held a preponderance among the 1na-
tions, which has crowded mankind with mifery, and aid-
¢! in bowing the neck of Europe to the will of a fingle
dcfpot.  Buatith ailiance has arrayed nation aganidt nation
~-added fury to the flames of war—and caufed aimies
to pour out their blood upon their own ficlds 3 it has
wrought the violation of truces, the dethroncment of
princes, and the reduétion of principalities.
- Inftead of diminifhing the power of France, England
has been continually adding tributarics to her governe
nent.: Thofe nations who have leagued themfilves with
England have been ftruck with the thock of death; this
fatal union has been a fure precurfor of their deftruétion.
Inftead of drinking of the waters of life, they have raifed
the philter of poifon to their mouths, and fell a prey to its
bancful effcéls. | o |
| Unabi’e to face the brunt of battle on the land, Enceland
has fought her clement on the waves. . Fenced in by her
wooden ramparts, .fhe defics an armed world, and tri.
umphs in her arrogance. 'Haughty and iml;)n-rious, the
furps the ocean as her exclufive domain.  Proud of her
Bipremacy, and jealous of the growth of others, the vents
he “emvy by [wesping the channels of commerce, and
préBeating cvery .p;inqi,?le of univerfal law. She enforces
her "egi" 5.9 the expenfe of acknowledged equity ; and
her conduét towards America and other neutral powers
;:vélﬁ receive the denunciation of juitice an hundred years
There are thofe who argue that Great Britain is in ear-
neft for an amicable reconciliation with America’; but to
indulge an idca of thisfort is as inconfiftent as it would be
to cell him my friend who lifts his hand in anger to fhed
my bload without a provocation. ~ Her aggreflions are the
work of years ; and if the fame dilatory medesty, inter-
larded with the like treachery, be continued, it will take
years to heal our differences.  To what concs flions her
extremities may hereafter drive her, is uncertain ; but to
cancel one violation by committing another, is molt cer-
tainly a new method of fhewing one’s readinefs to ter.
~ mipate difputes. ) |
Franoe and England ftand in a fimilar relation in re.
gard to the United States. They are entitled te equal
confidence and refpi € ; and if the aggreflions of one na.
ticn are Ealliared, reafon will declare that thefe of the oth-
er fhould receive the fume trcatment,  If 1 am robbed in
the highway of my honeft ¢arnings, or receive a violent
attack upon my perfon, does it make any alteration in fhy

it
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fufferings. whether it be done by an Englithman.or a
Frenchman ! If your houf: s thould be: pillaged and burnt,
and your childrea fhatched from your arms and forcibly
carricd off before your eyes, do you really think it would
me«ke any difference whether the incondiarics were born
in London or Paris? No—this would be a home cafe :
fympathy would here be at an end. If praticable, you
would punifh the villains ; if not, you would fccure your-
felves from danger and your property from depredation.
Why then thould the fenfibilities of men be fo blind,
that they can look with compofure on the aéls of one aﬁ-
greflor, and even juitify them, while they rave in high-
founding language for vengeance on another, when they
both merit deteftation ¢ Have the laws of humanity been
transformed, and the {pilling of human blood become no
tranfgrc ffion ! Has the cternal mandate of Nature’s God
been revoked, that made the flaughter of our fpecits a
- tranfgrefhon that calied down the vengrance of heaven ?
Has captivity been meliorated to an elyfian trance, and
have the ties of kindred love been nullificd ? Has plun.
der become a canon, and the feizure of property an act
that is to be rewarded by a tribute of refpcét ? Has a. dif:
regard for faith, and a difrefpeft for juftice, bccome .:
cuftom that redounds to the glory of national henor ?Ii
human laws have undergone fuch altérations, and' thé
rigid enforcement of thefe changes be no injury to the na.
tion that has groaned under their execution, much hon.
or may thofe covet who have tolerated thefe abufes with-
out blufhin{g. L | |
He who fuffers his patriotifm to be fo far abforbed in 2
deep-rooted attachment to a foreign power, as to lofe
fight of the indignities that have been heaped upon his
country through the indulgence of that partiality, is no
longer worthy to hold a ftation in his own gavernment.
No matter what may be his profeflions ; no matter what
{pecious garb may clothe hiz political tenets ; he will be.
tray the interefts of his country whenever an opporturity
fhaltoffer. ‘ . | B
The novel fituation which the belligerents have exhib.-
ited in their career of pillage and plunder, has made the
duty of our rulersa {cene of trial which needed the for.
titude of republican virtue. Peace or war feemed the
momentous queftion for the determination of our govern-
ment ; and they preferred peace with a partial fufpenfion
of commerce to the horrors of war, Still there feemed a
third meafure which might have been adopted. We
miaht have knecled down and craved the gleanings of
trade ; we might have meanly gathered the prerious
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motfels which the voice of foreign rapacity told us were
left us through ** fpecial indulgence. »? onderful meth.
od to preferve our national honor ! And {hall it h¢ faid
that the boafted Independence of America was facrific.-d
toincreafe the fifcal ftrength of her enemy ? Shall the
pages of our future hiftory be blotted with the ftaining
imputation, that the fovereignty of the United States did
not ottlive the memories of thofe who atchieved it ?
Shall we ceafe to recolleét the caufes that made us free,
and the reafons that made us flaves? Spirit of our ta.
thers, proteft againftit ! Forbid it, O Amcricans !

- To maintain our neutral pofition, and by this mcan to

preferve our Independence, has been the objctt kept in
- view by the guardians of our fafety during the ftriking

viciffitudes which have attended other nations. To kecp

- aloof from the commotions of Europe, to prevent our

launching into her perplexities in anyMdegree, has been
the end which continually engaged the anxicties of the

" wifeand the difpaffionate. They deemed the falvation of

our property more prudent than to rifque it on the high
feas to gorge the harpies of rapine. | ‘

"The benefits refulting from commerce ought to be
highly cftimated, and a free intercourfe with all nations is
a defire of the firft magnitude. But there are times of

- adverfity that cannot.be avoided, That feafon has over.

taken our nation, and ourcommerce has languifhed un.
derits preflure. And can we avert the thunderbolts of
deftruélion from riving the forefts of our mountains, or
revent the winds from rocking the billows of the ocean ?
o : *‘ when the day is overcaft, when the temp: ft low.
ers and the lightnings play,” we feek an afylum from the
threatening danger, and wait till the elements {fpend their

fury. |
- 'i’he profperous ftate of our manufafturing eftablifh.
ments yields a new joy to the friends of our government,

The neceflity of importing commodities from other coun.
tries is gradually diminithing, and our independc¢nce on
fupplies of their luxuries daily increafing. . The encour-
agement which the adminiftration has beftowed on the
ufeful labors of the American artift, has given a new
fpring to the inventions of mechanifm, and aided the fab-
rication of merchandize to an imprrtant extent in the
United Statés. Like the ftrong man, America has arif.

en from her lethargy, and explored the ftrength of her
own refources. It is only upon extraordinary occafions,

that a nation can realize its own force, and call its phyfic..

al powers into operation. The emergency which has
* ore upon us under our commercial embarrafiments has
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opened a new field to induftry, and excited a commend-
able emulation among our artifans, When the marts of
Europe were no longer open for the reception of our ex-
ports, an: the arm of the captor was wiclded on every
{ca, our citizens turned their attention to the promotion
of ufeful arts. Happily for us, this {pirit continues to

grow in energy, and make daily advances towards the

higheft ftate of perfeftion. And the time is not far dif-
tant when the ftates of Europe fhall witnefs a powerful
rivaithip in the manufactures of America. Let the gen-
ius of difcovery continue to be foftered, and the prudence
of our adminiftration will be felu at the end of another
century. .

‘The improvements that are continually wrought upon
the face of our foil by the induftrious cultivator, is raif-

ing our iImportance as a people, and will ere long render

A merica the granary of the earth, Agriculture is an oc-
cupation highly honorable to its patrons. During the
meridian of ancient glory, the greateft among men. were
proud to delve the carth, and add progreflion to the ¢ art
of all arts.”” Crowned with the oaken laurel, they chaunt.
ed the fruits of peace, nor envied the trophies of war

ercéted on the ruins of juftice.
———Extrema per itlos
Justitia excedens terris vestigia fecit.
VIRG. GEOR, LIB. II;
¢ There Justice left, when she forsook mankind,
Tue last impressions of her steps behind.”

Handed down to us fan&tioned by the patronage of men
whofe deeds have canonized their names to immortal
memory, we muft be happy in viewing its encourage-
ment by the firft charalers in our country. Our laws
are congenjal to promote and reward the toils of the huf-
bandman. He isinvited to labor by the variegated beau-
ties of nature’s bounty. His fields teem with abun-
dance—his vallies are verdant with plenty—and his hills
are covered with flocks. Itis tobe hoped that an em~
ployment thus important and lucrative, may never want
a due attention from the American citizen.

Religinus toleration is the moft important privilege on
earth. It wasa fpirit of religious perficution that drove
our forefathers from their native country, and caufed
them to ¢ pirch their tents on this fide the mighty Jor-
dan.” They fuffered not in vain: their children are
reaping the golden heritage which they left behind. All
denominations here invoke the mercies of their Maker
after the manner of their own prof flion. Long may we
continue to witnefs the bleflings flowing from this fac.
red fountain——~a fountain that yields everlafling falva-

-



vation to the fouls of degenecrate mortals. May the wallg
of our dungeonsnever enclofe the perfecuted diffenter,
nor the prayers of faints mingle with the groans of tor.
turc. May religion continue free as the light of heaven
and pure as the air we breathe. . |

The Pr.fs is the ever warchful funtinel that guards our

civil and religious liberties, It is the faithful herald that
reveals the treafures of antiquity, and hunts down the vo.
tari. s of {uperftition. Itenhghtens the foul, purifies the
heart, and refines the genius of man. The frecdom of
the prefs is as neeeflary to the exificnce of liberty, as the
uncindded artery to the circulation of the blood. And
while this right thall continuc 10 be exercifvd free from
the unjuft penalties of curtailing flatutes ; while the dif.
caffion of men and meafures thall be unfittered by arbi.
trary reftrictions ; depend upon it, treafon will be driven
fromn its lurking place, and the tyrant will hide his head.

'The Militia of the United States is the grand fafeguard
of our In.lependence. It is not compofi-d of men whofe
mercenary views are bent on gain and lucre—who would
fell their country to enrich themfulves 3 but it confifts of
thofe who have the ftrongeft inducements to defend us
from the invader—for in defending their country, they
defend themfelves, their familics and their houfehold
gods. Letthe defpots of FKurope invade our coafts and
darken our fhores with their myriads—Columbia will
move her denizens to action, and repel their attackswith
unihaken bravery.

- And now, my countrymen, as a laft charge to you all,
fuff-r me to conjure you by every thing that is dear to
man, to preferve wour republican faith with increafing
conftancy. Fathers, advife your children, and teach
them the worth of thar birth rights : children, confult

our parents, for their council is full of wifdom and years.
ict no local difference or petty animofity caufe us to re.
lax our exertions in the fupport of our adminiftration,
which is guided by juftice, and whole aim is the general
good. Lt us be united, for nothing is more certain than
thistruth ; I/ we are divided, our divisions will procuce
our drwnfall. 1f our efforts direél us te union, the ene-
mies that prowl up and down our land will never fucceed
in converting our happy form of government into an odi-
ous plan of flavery. We have all 2n important truft re.
pofed in our fidclity, and may we never prove unworthy
of our charge. Let us hand down our Constitution to
our posierity, or glor:ously perish in its defence.

: THE END,




