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- INDEPENDENCE.

o ON Monduy -the 4h of July, A. . 1303. the Anniverfary
. of the Independence of the United States of Ameri-
- ¢, was Celebrated in Hearh, by about feven handred Ladies and
«Gentlemen, relpe@able citizens from that and the neighboring
towns,—The morning was uthered in by the firing of cannon,
beating ot drums, and other martial Mufic (from Capt. Faves’
-Company of Artillery, and Capt. LeaviTr’s Company ot In-
fantsy,) whea a Proceflion was formed on the Green near the
" Meeting-Houfe, and elegantly arranged to the beft advantage by
Capt. Rocer LeaviTT, in the following order—Capt. FarLes’
* Artillery in the front of the Meeting-Houfe ; then Capt, Leav-
1171’8 Infantry — Civil Magiftrates—Commiflioned Officers in gen-
eral—Citizens at large : the whole forming three fides ot a
1quare, and extending from the Meeting-Houfe door, to Mr.
Tucker's Inn,—The whole column tcok diftance and faced in-
ward, and in that order the Prefident and Orator—Clergy—Com-
mittee of Aarrangements, and 130 Ladies were conduéted by the
. Mufic from Mr, Tucker’s Hall through the Colemn into the
Meeting-Houfe. ‘The particular denominations in the Column
‘beginning in the rear, clofed, faced to the Right and Left, and
followed the Ladies, ’till the whole were feated by order ; wlen
after Prayer, and the performance of feveral pieces of Mufic, an
‘OraTiON, was delivered by the Rev, JonaTHaN GrovurT, and
received with that attention and fatisfaétion it juftly merited. The
fervices being clofed by finging a piece entitled, ¢ Independence,”
which did great honor to the Choir of Mufic, the whole Affembly
returoed in reverfed order—The Ladies were condu@ed to Mr.
Tucxer’s Hall, and the Gentlemen under an extenfive bowery on
the Green, under which Seats and I'ables were prepared, and an
clegant Entertainment provided, and the following Toafts weie
drank under the difcharge of Cannon and the refound of Inftru-
*  mental Mufic,
ve The Fourth of Fuly—Way the annual return of that aufpi.
cious day which gave America an exalted rank among the nations,
be hailed with tranfport by every friend to liberty.
2. Prefident Jcfferfon—May his adminiftration be patriotic, dif-
creet, and upright.
3. Governor Strowg—Mild and firm, may be long remain a
chief pillar in our political fabric.
4. Militia of Columbia—Nay they conceal the military accom-
plithment of the foldier, under the mild virtues of the citizen,
. § Soldiers under Armi—May the fpirit of heroifin ever glow
in your breafts, and a reiolution to live free or die.
6. The American Flag—May it ride twiumphaat ‘through the
. field of Mars, and never want bold tars to d:fend it.

s D s
/ /%/(_///< ’7 /»}l‘ /;

/e
% g ‘
I JJ-A“ 1 . — PSR —

\ .
’
. - v
I S



9. The Memory of the defarted WzinNGm—-'lly the
influence ot bis counfels be as Yalking as his fame was brilliane. -~

8. The Honorable Jobn Adam:—May tefleRion ap his paft fer-
vices in the caufe of American libesty, fill every patriotic heart
with gratitude and efteem. .

o The Clergy of Columbia—May the Almighty be their filgnd,
;ng they friends to religion, o ;

10. The Civil and Religions inflitutiont of wyr-duceficrse—May
they be as lafting as their influence is falutary, |

11, Commonwealth of Maffachufet1s—May it ever be diftiy-
guifhed and diftinguifhable in the caufe of freedom, moral juttice,
and the rights of man, -

12. The United States—May the feventeen links be all of rp-
publican gold, and form an indiffoluble chain ; let them adopt the-
policy of no nation, bui improye by all. , .

13. The American Fair—May they be nurfes of Heroes,
Patriots, and Statefmen. v ,

14 The Chefbire Cheefe—May the Mammoth of Monticello
be fed on the well dried Cheefe of Federal Republicanifm, and
not ftuffed with the foured curds of democracy. ,

15, The Youth of Majffachufetts—May their policy, like that of
our Fathers, be to cherith virtue and fopprefs vice.

16. 9 be World at large.—May truth and friendthip pervade the
earth, and may all nations be freed from war, oppreflion, pesfon.
al flavery and teligious tyranny,

17, The la:e Army of ibe United States—May the memory of
thofe heroes .. iofe lives have been offered on the altar of inepen-
dence, be ¢..graven on the heart of every American,

A VorLunTeer Toasr—By the Rev, Mr. SmiTn.
May the flavor of this good Wine teach 14 the happy effeéts of
induftry—the thunder of the Cannon, the ftreagth of our country—
and the brilliancy «f the ladies, the fweets of domeftic happinefs,

The fervices of the day throughout were religiopfly obferved
with unanimity, civility and decorum, and ftri@ attention paid to
order, without the ufelefs fathion of burfts of applaufe and clap-
ping of hands, . ‘ ‘
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Fricwps, aAND FeLLow-CiTIZENS,

HE Anniverfury of a day, which gave
birth to the liberty and independence ot three millions
of Americans, cannot be deemed wainterelting, or
pafs by us unnoriced. No, my friends, we feel our
country’s caufe our own,

"TuoucH no lefs than twenty-feven revolving
years have completed their courfe, fince the eftabhifh-
ment of our national independence, yet the circum-
frances which led to it, I truft, are by no means for-
gotten. Look around upon this numerous audience,
and where can we difcover a countenance, which docs
not beam with rays, expreflive of the patriotic feelings
of the heart? *

Does not the fame fpirit, which infpired our
fathers in their ftruggles for lJiberty and independence,
now animate us, their {ons, with a like zeal for the
prefervation of thoft dear bought privileges ? Like
them we feel for our country.  Upon the mere con-
templation of the 4th of July, the genuine fpark of
*76 enlivens ; upcn the uthering in of the day, it kin-
dles to a flame ; catches from bofom to bofoin ; we
meet, and with a pleafure unknown to any but patri-
otic breafts, hail the aufpicicus epech; an epoch,
from which we may date the political nativity of this
great nation ;—an epoch which gave birth to one of
the moft excellent conflitutions of zovernment, and

¢ VL liles
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opened to the moft rapid national profperity of which
we have any account in the annals of fame.

BuT here let us for a moment paufe, and con-
fider the hand o0 which we owe this rifing greawefs.
Was it by our own ftrength, that we gained this hap-
py freedom, and rofe to " fuch a diftinguifhed rank a-
imong the nations of the earth 2 No, the hand of Prov- .
idence was as confpicuous in this, as in the inftance of
Ifrael’s being delivered frem Egyptian bondage, and
condufted to the land of Canaan. While weak jn
ourfelves—without refources—without arms for de-
fence, and but fimply babes in martial fkill, kind
heaven interpofed in our behalf, and thus we gained
the long defired freedom from the cruel grafp of proud
Albion’s tyrannic hand. The blefling we pofiefs, but
the hand which beftowed ir, was divine. Not then
unto us, but unto Gob, be afcribed the praife and the
glory.

THE day then, which we have convened to cel-
ebrate, may well be held dear by every true born A-
merican, not only as it points to the crigin of our po-
litical exiftence and national greatnefs, but as it re-
minds us of our great obligations of gratitude to Goo,
from whom ¢ cometh down every good, and every
perfect gift.” .

WF. ought then to refpet the day, not as a mere
farce zccompanied with riot and drunkennefs ; but as
“did Hrael the day of their fignal deliverance from the
oppreflive hand of unfeeling Pharaoh.

Here we fhall find opening to our view a field
for the moft enlarged contemplations ;—interefting
objells prefenting in crowds to engage our attention,
But the limits proper to be obferved will rather at
this time induce mie to tele€ cne out of the many,. to
give our thoughts the lead on this joyful occafion.
‘That, which T have chofen is liberty, a fubje@, which,
whether underftoed or not, is in every man’s mouth,
ad thie obieét of every man’s with—a liberty, which
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was purchafed with the crimfon blood of many wor-
thy patriots—a liberty which we perhaps enjoy more
fully, - than any nation on the globe—a liberty, happi-
ly guaranteed to us by our Federal Conflitution, and
which, we hope, through the benign aufpices of heav-
en, may, for centuries to come, be preferved uncon-
taminated, and prove the bafis of increafing profperi-
ty, and rifing glory to our country.

In treating this fubjeét, I propofe, 1ft. To in-
quire into the nature and extent of that liberty, the
enjoyment of which may rationally be expected under
the beft form of government : And 2d. To fhew how
happily our Republican Conftitution, beyond that of
any other defcription, is calculated to fecure to us
fuch an incftimable privilege. And then to clofe with
a few obfervations, which the fubjet may fuggeft.
t1it. Then we may inquire into the nature and extent
of that liberty, the enjoyment of which may rationally
be expefted under the beft form of government.

IT may, perhaps, facilitate our enquiry to pre-
mife ,that, whatever may be faid with regard to natural
liberty, or of all men’s being born equally free, the
nature of {ociety is fuch, as begets not only an expedi-
ency, but a neceflity of fubjeCtion. W hen we confid-
er the natural propenfity of man to evil, it muft, at
once, appear reafonable, that certain rules, or regula-
tions fhould be adhered to, in order to prevent each
from infringing on the other’s rights; or, in other
words, to fecure to each the peaceable enjoyment of
whatever he ought, as a member of fociety, to claim.
Accordingly, reafonable men are willing as members
of fuciety, to give up fome of their natural claims, e~
prcially fuch as are ufelefs, or impraéticable, for the
fake of holding, by fpecial and fure tenure, certain
rights and privileges, which they deem more valuable,
Thefe fundamental rules or regulations, are what we
underftand by a form, or conftitution of government 3
and the obje is, the promoticn of happinefs in focie-
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ty. And the more effeGuoally this ob)c& is-promoted];
the better we conlider the form of ge.vernment.  1n
this we fhal! all undoubtedly agree, however differ-
ently we may think with regard to the particular forin,
beft furted to the attainment of the cbje&. Hence
that liberty and that oniy, which is confiflent with the
greateft good, or happinefs of fociety is ratiorally 1o
be fxpf"f:ed under the be@ form of government. Nay,
it is the only ub{’l‘[)’, which thofe who feel for them-
fcives, for their families, and their country, can defire.

Ovur queftion then may be brough: to this, what
kind of liberty is that which is moft conducive to the
happinefs of fociety

A MOMENT’S reﬂet'llon vpon the fubje@ will
readily lead us ro perceive, that this muft be a kind of
liberty in fome degree limited.  If exiftence of order,
peace and profpeuty, be admitted as neceflary to con-
ftiture the happinefs of focicty, as it undoubtedly will,
it muft follow, that a liberty to {ubvert either of thcfc
would be diametrically oppofed to its chyeé, viz. the
happinefs of fociety.  Accordingly the liberty under
confideration muft be limited. 1t may extend as far
as is confiftent with the prefervation of the order,peace,
and profperity of fociety ; but no farther. A man
then may enjoy liberty to peflefs and improve all his
referved rights ; but not to infringe upon the rights of
others. He may have ample hberty to do good, but
not evil ;—1to fpeak the truih, but not flander ;—to
be ufeful in fociety, but not a nuifance.  This is per-
fectly agreeable to the liberty, which is granted to the
childien of Gop. And furely no cenftitution of gov-
ernment can be fuppofed better adapted 1o the flate of
man, than that which Kas an infinitely wiic Gub for
its author ; and no liberty better calcvlated to favor
the happinefs of fociety, than the liberty allowed un-
der fuch divine conftitution. In the language of Paul
to his brethren of Galatia, you will permn me then to
fay, « Brethien, ye have been called unto literty ;
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oily ufe not liberty for an occafion to the flefh, but
by lave fe:ve one another.”

‘ He~ce, the uoreftrained; abfolute liberty of in-
dividuils, for which fome coniend, cannot be expe&-
ed under any form of government, by which the hap-
pinels of fociety is, in the beft manner, promoted and
fccured.  Nay, may I not wich fafery fay, that fuch
unlim:ied, uicontrolable liberty is inconfiftent with
the varv nardre of fociety. It is rather chimerical than
real. It muv exiftin the heated brain of an enthufiaf-
tic polrtic:an —it may find place in the unbridled im-
goiainn of an enraptured Poet 3 but it has no real
ex % -nze in any ftate of fociety, It is a thing imprac-
tica 1> in itfelf, and every effort to obtain i, would
t raiiy deftrov its end. Were we to fuppofe all the
102 nbers of fociety thus free, and all profecuting their
fippofed rights, would they not unavuidably infringe
uwon, and deftroy each other’s freedom? Or, again,
1f nien were to have fuch ablolute freedom; as im-
poits their having a right to every thing, it would fol-
low that they muft all have an equal right to the fame
taing ; confequently no one could have a diftin&t, or
particular right to any thing. )

FurTHER, as an unceftrained, abfolute freedom
implies not only a right to poflefs, er enjoy ; but a
power to improve fuch right.  Were all to affert their
claims; or to attempt the ex=rcife of fuch fuppofed
power, what would be the confequence ? V\?ould
there not be fuch a clathing, as would totally deftroy
the liberty of all with regard to poflefling or enjoying
any thing ? or if were fome one, by fuperior perfonal
force, tc alually gain poffeffion, where would be the
liberty of the others ? In fhort, this fcheme of unre-
ftrained abfolute freedom, in every view we can take
of it, prefents itlelf as contradittory and impratica-
ble. Tt holds up the idea of great liberty, where there
is no real liberty at all—a right to pofiefs every thing,
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while thare is no power to pofiels or enjoy anp tbmg.
Hence it muft appear that the liberty to be enjoyed
in 2 well regulated fociety, is not an abfolute frecdom,
but that, which is Hmited by the beft intereft of fuch
fociety. Itisa liberty which has the happinefs of fo-
ctety for its obje@. It is a liberty unreftrained on the
fide of good, but reftrained on the fide of evil. Pof-
fefling this we have all freedom to pofiefs and improve
our I'l‘-"’hta in peace and [afety, but not to infringe on
thofe of others—to promote good order, but not te
fubvert it—to cherifh peace, but not to difturb it—
to feek our country’s henor and advantage, but not
her infamy and ruin—to abound in every good word
and work, but not to injure ourfelves or our fellow.
creatures. -—Thls, and this only, is the liberty, thatis
truly defirable, and to be expected under the beft form
of government. Though it may ot be equal to the
Wlies of men of licentious principles and unbridled
paffions, yet it is completely ample to fatisfy the de-
fires of thofe, who are governed by reafen, religion,
or found judgment,

W e may now proceed as was propofed, 2d. To
fhew how our Federal Conftitution, formed upon re- -
publican principles, is peculiarly calculated, beyond
that of any other defcription, to fecure to us the en-
joyment of the moft rational and defirable liberty.

Hexre a very extenfive field opens, and we might
naturally be led, had we time, to take a view of all
the various forms of government, which have exifted,
as far back as hiftory would enable us to trace them,
and to confider their various operations and effets up-
on the happmeﬁ, of fociety. Bur time will not admit
of expatiating. We can only take a cuifory view ot
fome of the moft diftinguithed forms, and compare
them with our own.

TrE original forms of civil government, as far
as we have means of information, we have reafon to
fuppofe, were but few. The following, perhaps, were
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the principal, viz. Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and De-
mocracy. Thefe names are each of Greek extrac-
tton.

Mon arcHyY fignifies the rule of one, or that the
fupreme power is vefted in a fingle perfon.  Ariftoc-
racy fignifies the government of nobles, or the better
fort. And Democracy imports the government of the
people.

T'uese have, however, heen mixed, compound-
ed, and varied, fo as to receive a variety of different
names. Of Monarchies, fome are limited, and oth-
ers not. The kind of government exifting in China,
and many other places, is termed abfolute Monarchy.
This is fo ftyled on account of their being nothing to
limit the will of the Monarch. This form of gov-
ernment might as fully favor the libertics of the peo-
ple as any, if the Monarch were always poflefied of
widom and goodnefs equal to his power. But fuch
is human nature in this depraved ftate, as rarely
affords a chara&er of this defcription. Confequently,
the liberty of the people, under this fpecies of Mon-
archy, refts upon a precarious foundation, and is but
too feldom enjoyed. Another fort termed limited
Monarchy, which is the prefent eftablithed govern-
ment of Great Britain, may be fo modified, balanced,
and adminiftered, as, in a very confiderable degree, to
favor the liberties of the people. But, after the moft
which can be faid in favor of it, it appears to abridge
the lower clafles of the people of many advantages,
which are enjoyed under pure Republican forms of gov-
ernment. To name but one: In governments of
this defcription, candidates for offices of public truft
are brought into view, and regarded for their noble
birth, te the negle@ of genius and virtue. Confe-
quently, genius and merit in perfons of low birth are
more overlooked, and the commonalty fail of the lib-
erty of tharing {o equally in the public reprefeatation,
as is common under Republican governments.
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THERE is another fpecies of Monarchy, or rathe
. er a corruption of limited Monarchy, which is called
"tyranny. T his takes place, when the King or Mon.
arch aflumes and exercifes power, not veited i him
by the conftitution, This, from its very narure, can-

not fail of militating againft the hiberties of the pecpie,
| Tue Patriarchal governmenr, peiliops, would
as properly fall under the firt kind of Monzrchy.
The Father teing abfolute over thefe, who come
~ within his juwifdi€tion, This, no dcubt, cperated
~ well, when there were but few families, and the heads
of them like Abra1m, lfaac, and Jacob. Bur the
prefent ftate of mankind is fuch, that a government
of this defcription might not fo well fuit.  Asiftocra-
cy, the fecond original form mentioned, f.me have
thought to be peculiarly favorable to rational hibeity.
It no doubt, many times, promotes the happinefs of
fociety. For it poflefics moft of the advantages of
Monarchy, with lefls danger, to the people, of the lofs
of liberty. Notwithftanding, as it confines the peo-
ple, in their choice of rulers, to the clafs of nobles,
the hiberty of the commonalty, as was the cafe in lim.
ited Monarchy, feems to be, in fome meafure, a-
bridged.

Democracy, with refpet to liberty in elec-
tions, feems peculiarly favorable. It would no doubst,
operate well, had it fufficient energy. Every citizen,
lec his parentage be what it may, as foon as he has
‘atrained to proper qualifications to recommend him
to the public confidence, ftands fair for a fhare in
government. This opens a door for the encourage-
ment of merit, and in this refpect, proves favorable
to liberty.  Under this form of government, things
- often, for a while, wear a pleafing afpect. The great-

eft difficulty actending this kind of government, is
that it is not calculated to bear any confiderable height
of profperity.  As profperity increafes, pride and am-
bition are apt to rear their heads, and when difap-
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‘pointed, which frequently happens, they lead to fac.
tions, which for the want of energy in the govern-
ment, iffoe either in anarchy, or defpotiim, which
muft unavoidably, prove fubveifive of the liberties of
the people. Hence, tho’ this form of government,
while it remains uncorrupted, may prove very advan-
tageous ; yet failing for want of energy, it leaves the
liberties of the people very infecure ; and commonly
proves of but fhort duration.

To fecure the advantages of each of the original
forms, without experiencing their difadvantages, re-
courfe has been had to the expedient cf mixing and
compounding, as was before oblerved.

TuoucH the mixed forms of government are u-
fually denominated Republican, yet where they favor
more of one of thofe original forms, than the other,
they frequently are diftinguifthed by an additional ep-
ithet.

T ue original government of Rome, which lodg-
ed the fupreme power in the hands of the king and
nobility, might be termed a Monarchical Republic.
When the fupreme power is principally lodged in the
hands of nobies, or a fenate, with but little balance
from the other two forms, it is often called an Arito-
cratic Republic. Of this kind, nearly, was that of
Venice, before it was furreptitioufly taken by France,
during the revolutionary war, and ceded to the Em-
peror of Germany. The Duke, or Doge, feemed to
- have very little or no prerogatives, as was the cafe alfo
with the Commons, the power, being principally, in
the hands of the nobles.

In the ancient Republic of Carthage, where the
balance of power was lodged more in the hands of
magiftrates, chofen by the people, it anfwered to what
i1s ofien termed a Democratic Republic.

Tue Roman Republic fo frequently quoted, was
different from the original form of government in that
country before mentioned :—It was conftru@ed more
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~ upoa the pure Republican principles. They had Con.
" fyls, or Di&ators, who appeared in the flate of princes -
' —=Nables, that compofed the Senate, and Magiftrates

appointed by the people, called Tribunes. The power
being nearly equally Jodged in the feveral branches—
each mutually ferving as a check or balance npon the
other.

Tris form of 3 Republican Government, feems
to have the advantage cf thofe already confidered. 1t
exteads the bafis of the conftitution wider, and confe-
quently renders it more firm, It comprifes the con-
veniences of every form ;—fuch as the luftre of a
court—the grandeur of nobility—the eafe and freedom
of the people ; while at the fame time, it is better
guarded againdt the common misfortunes of other gov-
ernments. Each part in the conftitution being fuited
to balance the other.

Peruaps none of the Republics, either ancient or
modern, more nearly refembles our own than this.
Aad according to hiftory it was peculiarly favorable
to the liberties, profperity, and happinefs of the peo-
ple. Ours appears in no refpect inferior to it, but on
fomae accounts more advantageous. The checks and
balances are, every way, {o equal, that the moft hap-
py eperation is promifed. If any.one in either of the
branches of government fhould be found to violate his
truft, or a&t repugnant o the conftitution, provifion is
made for his being regularly impeached and difcharg-
¢d from office. Each branch is fo independent of the
other, that they refpetively have full and complete
power to execute any bufinefs in conformity to the
conftitution without control. But the moment they
exceed the limits of the power conftitutionally vefted
in them, they are liable o lofe the whole. This is
calculated to give fuperior energy to government, and
at the fame time, to effeually guard the liberties of
the people. But that which more particularly char-
acterizes our Conflitution, is, that while the members
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of two of th; branches are pericdically ele@ed, the

members of the other, viz. the Judiciary, conftitus
tionally hold their offices durir:g good behavior. Thig
raifes the Judiciary above the influence of popular os
pinion, which is often fhifting, and therefore, affords
a more permanent guard for the fecurity of our libérty,
The tree of liberty appears happily guarded on every
fide, and in the mioft happy fituation to flourith and
bear fruit. The benefics thence refulting are by no
means partial, but general. Not only the liberty of
the Executive is fecured, and that of the Judiciary,
but alfo the liberties of the Commonwealth at large.
All have an equal fhare in the advantages. Every
member of the body politic being thus fuitably chér.
ithed, the whole grows up e(}ually, and hence acquires
fuperior force and energy. It confequently mutt ap.
pear that our Federal Con[htunon, beyond any other
of a different defcription, is calculated to fecure the
rights and liberties of the people, for it enables to re=
pel with greater force, the weight of foreign invafions,
or the more eafily to quell domeftic broils and fedic
tions. Well then we may fay, that it is as truly in«
dicative of wifdom in the cabinet as the eftablithment
of independence was of valor in the field.

WE may now clofe with a few obfcrvauons
which the fubje may naturally fuggett.

1ft. Ix the defcription of that liberty which may
rationally be expefted under the beft form of govern-
ment, do we not difcover the nature and extent of
that liberty, with which we in this land, are favored ?
What liberty could be defired more ? It is the libers
ty, -for which our fathers fought and bled, and which
fatisfies the defires of every honeft man. It is a lib-
erty, that was bought with a price and handed dowa
“to us as a precious legacy. lL.ong may we hold it
dear ! Let it not be faid, that the blood of our fathers
was [pilt in vain ! Or, that we have fold our birth-
right for a mefs of pottage. Pofiefling full liberty to
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improve all our rights; let us harbor ne with to ‘a-
fringe upon the rights of others. To do this, would
be to defire the facrifice of rational liberty to be made
upon the paltry fhrine of beaftly indulgenee. Ler us
then guard againft the idle dreams of intriguing libers
tines, and fhew to the world, that we are true born
Americans—-that we chcofe to be men, and not brutes.

2dly. Our fubjet may fuggeft to us the grati-
tude we owe to Gop for the prwﬂeges wve enjoy—we
are as trees planted by the rivers of waters ; much
fruit then may be expeted from us. We are favor-
ed with a happy conftitution of Government;, which
guarantees to us the moft defirable liberty, both civil
and rehgious. And hitherto, by the divine biefling,
it has proved favorable in ics operations, to the prof-
perity of our country.  Under it the chriftian religion,
which inculcates the nobleft fentiments for the fupport
of Republican governments, as well as for the intereft
of the foul, has, notwithftanding the artifice; intrigue,
and more open, bold, and unremitted exertions of
diforganizing demagogues, been fill preferved.~The
tender plant of {cience has rapidly grown—fpread its
branches—put forth its buds—expanded 1ts bloffums
~and now teems with falutary and invigorating fruit,
by which the tafte is gratified, and the body politic
ftrengthened. ‘The commercial interefts of our coun-
try have wonderfully flourifhed—its population has
been rapid, and its wealth incalculably increaled. The
howling forefts have become fruitful villages ; thinly
inhabited villages, populous towns ; and inconfidera-
ble towns incorporated and opulert cities. Ina word,
the prophetic prediction has been literally fulfilled :
The wildernefs has become a fruitful field, and the
defert made to re¢joice and bloflom like the rofe.

3dly. WaILE we are enumerating the advantages
we enjoy under our happy conftitution, let it be re-
membered that its beneficial operations depend much
upon a wife adminiftration.  As there are buc very
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few forms of government, which, if adminiftered by
wife and good men, are found to injure the peace of
fociety, fo good fyftems of government, in the hands
of bad men,. may be fo warped and mifconftrued as
to infringe upor: the rights of the people. It will then
be wifdom in us, not to negle our right of ele&ing,
bue improve it to the beft advantage. Let us turn
our attention to men {o fill our public offices, in whom
wifdom and goodnefs unite. ’

FinaLLy, while we are contemplating upon the
noble privileges, and happy profpe&s of our country,
let us confider what proved the fupport, and what the
downfal of the moft promifing ancient Republics.

WHiLe morality was cherifhed they lived and
flourithed, when that was negleted, they quickly fell.
The reafon is morality is the very foul of a Republi-
can government. Remove this, and agreeable to the
obfervation of ‘a late writer, Government will be like
a carcafe without a foul. It will foon by its putrefac-
tion, breed the moft difguftful vermin, fuch as in-

‘trigue, difcord, oppreffion, and defpotifm. And as

long as government retains its vital principle, morality,
fo long it is connefted with religion. Religion and
government will go hand in hand as in the days of
Mofes and Aaron. Both are defigned for the happi-
nefs of the people. Let us then as we regard our
conftitution, and value the privileges which it fecures
to us, endeavor to cherifh thofe religious principles,
which muft prove its fuppert, and fhun thofe vices
which tend to its downfal. Do we regard our coun-
try, our families, or ourfelves—let us choofe the ways

. of wifdom and copy the example cf Chrift, whofe life
| was the moft complete portrait of genuine patriotifm ;
. then fhall we fupport the bafis of our conftitution, and

fecure for our fouls a treafure, which will remain un-

hurt amidft the convulfion of elehents, ¢ the wreck
of matter, and the cruth of worlds,”



