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THE GOOD LAND WE LIVE IN,

DevuTErONOMY, Vill. 7—i14.

F OR the Lerd thy God briageth thee
2420 @ goodlan (s aland of brazis of water, of

fountain and d:ptbs that [pring out of thew I-
tes; a lend of <wheat and baricy and vines
and fiz-trees and pomegranates ; a land of oil,
olive and honey ; aland wherein thou fhalt eat
bread withou: [carcenefs, thou fhalt not lack
any thirg in it ; aland whoje Rones are iron,
and out cf whsfe bills thou mayeft dig brafs,
W ben thou Ldl eaten and art fall, then thou
fhalt blefs the Lord thy God for the good langd
wbhich be bath groen thee.—Beware that theu
ferget not toe Lordthy God in not kecping bis
commanamen's and bis judgmonts and b's [la-
tutes, woich 1 comma.d toee this d.y: Le?
awhen thou bzff eaten and art full, and bhaf?
burlt grodly boules and dweit therein, and when
tby berds and (Ly flcks indtiply, and thy filver
and tly gold is muliiplicd, and all tha to u
baft is multiplied; then thine beart be iif-
ted up, and thz forzat the Lord thy Gid,
wh) brourht thoe for+hout of the land of Eg.pt,
Jrom the boufe of bondage,




./

( 4

PEICAOMPIUBAMOOU MMM IM P MBS wenentew

l I AD Mofes been acquainted with .fme-iea,

fiarcely could he have givenita more pertinent
d. fcription than he has done in the former part
of thele words in deferibing the land of Canzan.
Had hedifcourfed upon the obligations ano du-
tics of the Americant refuiting from the fig nal
deliverance wrouzht fur them by heaven. his
language could not hove been far diffcrent frem
that which he ufes with the Feus on the fubjedt of
their memorabledeliverance: from Egyptian bond-
age. Finaliv, had he feen the danger to which
the penple of this country weuld be expofed, af-
ter they (hould obrain quiet peficflivn of the land,

and grow rich, when mcyﬂwwd build gosd’y /Jou‘
Jfes and dwell inthem, when their bherds and their
Socks frould be multipied, and their filver and gold
be muliip'ied, the danger cf torgeenng their deli-
verer ena the prmmplea which once governed
them, of being Liited up with pride and high
things, of plunging into vice and becoming alto-
gether abforted in purfuits of lordid {clfifheefs,
the fame folemn caution mioht have been expedt-
ed from his lips which £ ¢l from them to the
Jews in the concluding part of this paflage : He
would have vttered to us with emphatic accent,

BEWARE!

WE are met, my friends, to contemplate a
great otject I (hall not carry your minds to the
diftant country of Canaan. to dweil on a particu-
lar dcfeription of thai pood land.  Neither fhaii
I rehearfe the marvellous htttory of the deliver.
ance ot the Jews from their bondase in Egypt.
I fhalinot even run a parsilel between the cirs
cumflances of ihe Juws and of the Am ericans,

| which
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wiitch were Srikingly fimnilar at fouie periods ox
their national hitary. particulatly during the
lives of Mofes and JUutlingron.  Bur as the occa-
fion on which we are = T-mbled is American, the
object we fhall contemplate s 2AdFrICa.  As
we are eatiny and are full of iis tigivs, and are met
to blefs the lom our God tor the goed land Qe
hatn civen us, let us cont:der the land in {.me of
its effential beauizs ans circumplantia: bl fings, that
cur gratitude may be the move ardent, aud ouf
rejoicings hncere.

What an o'§:& my friends rifes betore us!
Wha: a rewnard for our revoludornary ftrugies!
This good land which f{iretches around us to
fuch a vaft extent. whefe copious produclicns we
are enjnvnw fo rzcnly, with all the adventiticus

lefliags civil and religious which attend our na-
tion, may be confidered as thz fruit of that

=VENT we this dav celebrate: A* lzail may be

confidered as pfcfvr ed by it, as confirmed, fcaled
and fecured to us by cur InperENdENC,
L:rT up yeur eyes and behold iis magnitude !

It is large like ‘the munificence of “heaven,
Stretching from fea to {ea, and from fouthorn
climes so the pole, it compofcs no incenfiderabls
portion of the whelz globe.  Such @ nebdie pre.

fent neverbefore was given o 2ny "fop te. Heres

toom for cur chiliren & children’s chiidren to
fpread and pitch their tents without berng itra.ten-
ed for incalculable yeurs toceme=. L' o wiil ir e
before necefliy wiilcompel the buik «f cur poite-
rity to renounce their immediate dey cndmu on
heaven for fu':.Sitance by that molt falubricus
and virtuous occupation, the culivation cf the

ground

Loox alfo at the ferzility of the {oil, its wariety
¢

and w/eful produdicas. 1 would mot exalt cur
country
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country in thefe refpets above every other por-
tion of the globe, nor make it a mere gerden of
Eden  But in the fimple language of e text,
we may fay it isa good lund We ali know 1
well rewards the cuinvastor, and yields the necef-
farres of Iife in good abundance. 1f a few Ipots
on the earth can be fingled out which furpals
our country in thele refpects, yet taking fo large
a tralt, covering lo inany degrees and emb:acing
fo mary clusates, I queltion wheth-r its equal
can be fuund beneath tke fun, whith fhall he¢ld
throughout fo good.  From the climates where
the ground almnft fpontaneoufly pours forth s
viches, along thro’ the middle repions from the
fhore of onc ocean to the other, and northward
to the perearial fiofts, a kindndfs of foil prevails,
which as foon as opened to the fun, yields atune-
dant harvefts. Over this immenfe trat are
found but :ew barren hearhs aud no deferts of
fand. lts mountains chicfly admit of cultivation,
and what canuot be cultivated are relervoirs of
ufeful materials laid up in ftore for the future
wants of its inhabitants. To an unreflecting
mind its extenfive waters may feem to be a walte 3
but one who thinks correltly will rank them a.
mong its bleflings. Fortunate indeed for this
wide region are the feas embofomed in its centre,
and the nobte ftreams which interfe it in varis
ous direQtions.

W aT other country, for fo large an extent,
will bear comparifon ? If we caft our eyes to dif-
tant China, we fhall find fertile trefls and cities
full of people: but their courntry is interfcéted
with more and worfe mounrtains than ours, and
abounds in unwholelome moraffes. f we come
onward to Indra, we meet with good Iflands and
{fome beautiful provinces rich in valuable produc-

tions ¢ bt fimilar waltes exift ihere. If then we
crofs
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ceofs into Arabia and Egypt, what do we fee ?
A {oii moft luxuriai t indecd along the bavks of
the Nile:—but by what is it furrounded ? To
the fouth is the broken country of i’hebais, un.
inhabited except by plundering Arabs, whom it
ferves a» a theiter trem the purfuit of man  Ia
other direflions are deferts of fcorching fand,
“totally unprode@ive and the means of divers ca.
laniines.  As to Arubdia, it has long been divided
into Feiix. Petrea, Deferta. i. e. pleafunt rough,
barren  Can Arnerica be thus divided ¢ If one
third part of our country be not buppy in a way
ot eminunce, yet where is the third that eminent.
ly deferves the name of a barren defert? —If we
come farther on and look into Africa, there alfo
Zaaras, fands and waftes prefent tnemfclves, and
no very fertile regions are to be found. Ii we
turn northward to Euscpe the eye fixes with de-
light on an Itaiy and 4 £am‘e, which perhaps are
uncqualled by any part of the world f.:r mildnefs
of climte and fertility of foil. In the latter re-
fpet England may be added 1o thofe charming
countries. But we fece at the fame inftart an
inhofpitable Nerway a bl-ak Sweder, a funken
Denmark, and a great are of Rufir, Germany
and Pruffia are a breken, indifferent country.
Portugal and Spainhave nothing extra rrdinary to
recommend them. On the whole, Eurgpe taken
colle&tively does by no means exceed an equal
extent of our coun'ry.

We fhili but jult advert to ane other region,
which is Syria.  I'hie very couutry defcribed by
Mofes in the text was iiitle or nothing fuperior
to the Ipot we inhabit  Between the land of Ca-
naan and the New England Sta‘es there was in-
deed a confrderable relemmianc:. We recopnize
itin thete words, @ land «f b ocks of water, of
Jounteins and depths that fpring cut of ihe wvallies

and
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axd bitls.  'The face of Canaan was irrezalar and
fomevhat rourh, proporticned nearly hke 1hefe
ftares for palturage and tiiiage. Herds 2nd fodks,
miik and dairy, wool cnd fl .x were among its
principal producions : thele are among our’s.
Whecat and various grain wereraifed there : thele
we raife.  There the vine was cultivated and
wine produced in abundance: o it might be
here. Their hills abounded in iron : {o do our’s.
Lebanon and varicus heights were famous for
exceilent timber ¢ fo are many parts of our coun-
ry. Ininort, we may confider our land as ane-
he. Ganaan, the gifi of heaven, not far interior

to that which was given for an inheritance to
Irael.

Our produflions are all the folid necefiaries
of life, with enouch of its luxuries. The various
climates embraced by our country are capable of
affording every thing nceded by man for his
comfort, for his neceflities or for his pleafure,
Cloathing, food, phyfic, nothing can be named
but what is, or might be produced here. We
have the means, when fufficiently developed and
improved, of being a world within ourfelves, o3

eing {iridtly and literally an Independent People.
Tho’ the extent of cur territory invites principal-
Iy to the rearing of the prime neceflaries of hfe,
yet our {iuatign in various refpelts powerfully
urges attention to the mechanic arts, to manufac-
turing, the fifter of agriculture, to original inven-
tions of our own, and to every philofophical im.
provement.

[ s

it deferves to be remarked, that the ZJocation
of cur coun' -y relativeiy to other nations, is a dil-
tinguifned favor attending it.  God not only gave
us this nchle inherirance, but placed it fo that
athers cainot defpoil us ofiz.  Canaan, rich and
goud 25 1t was, i wag fo fiznated as to experts
ence
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ence eontinual ail.ults from neigchboring potent
kingdoms. Often were :ts inhabitants involved
in dOfficulties from abread, defolated by war, and
more than once cenguered. Once were they
fwept from their country and carried as a hody
into captivity. Similar troubles have bee.' ex-
perienced to a greater or lefs degree by cvery
portion of the other continen:; none of which
arc guarded by a natural barcier hke Amecica.
Around us the Aimighty has drawn an ima :fe
poffe filled with water; and fee s to fay to o her
nations, ¢ Touch not that people’, to the 2 ne-
ticans. ¢ Keep at home and be happy’. Sh-.aid
ai! oilier nations fink, we might live. Shouia all
others coufpire and rile againit us, we might hid
them defiance. T'he benefits of cur remote uid-
ation have already been iargely eaperienced beth
in peace and war. Had we been fituared much
nearer our enemy when he rofe up againft ug, the
probability is, we fthould not now have been an
independent people. Look at the unhappy fate of
Ireland! Or in the late commotions of the nati.
ons, had we been much nearer the fcene of atti-
on, we fhould probably have been vexed and
fpoiled to a more ruinous degree, if not dragged!
into the conteft. This circumftance of remotene/.
will prove a more effeQual defence to our pofte.
rity, than other nations-experience in their rama
patts and batteries, whether fixed or floating.
Thereby we thail be lefsin danger of infe&ion from
foreign vices, of agitation from foreign intrigues,
as well as of defolation from foreign wars. Thus
feparated, we thallbeina manner compelled tocul-
tivate the peaceful arts and to enjoy the bleflings
heaven has lavithed upon us. In peace we may
extralt the riches of theland and of the fea; in
peace {pread the fail upon cur waters to inter-

change

B
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cijange our prOuUumns, and, if we pleafe, carr¥
them to the ends of the ear'h.

WHewn we think of thefe natural advaniages of
our country. fhall we not bles the name cf the
Lordour God for the good land which hehath givenus 2

Bu r fmall would be the value of this gift, if it
were not attenued with bleffinzs ¢f a more exal-
ted kind. Above its richnels of foil above the
extenfivenefs of its territory, above its abundant
produltions, abave itsrivers and plealant fireams,
muit be ranked, CiviLizaTron, Freepom and
the GeseeL.

Consiper,my friends, theblefiing of civilizati-
on.  And confider the imminent rifque our fa.
thers ran of loofing it. 1 fhail not expatiate
lareely on this u..ﬂ'zng: But will fimply =2k,
What good cur rich foil would have done us

ithout 1t? Of what {ervice weuld have been our
excellent rivers and harbors, our forefls of time-
ber, our mountainsof ore ? Of what ufe were
thile to the wifd Natives ! To them the {oi! flept
idle benzath ihe thickets; the timber wos fha-
ped to no uleiul purpofe 5 the valuable ores lay
dormant in their beds. The rivers and coafts
retained all their beit fith, and were improved to
no purpofe of com merce worth naming. To ¢/-
vilization we owe the fields and meadows which
fmile around us in fuch bezutiful eorder laden
with their przcious burthens. To civiliza.
fion we owe our comely bundings, our flou-
rifhine towns and vxliagcs, where the glcart of
the wildernefs cnce fpread. and the huts of the
favages were pltched From cevilizetivs, cur
noblo rivers and bays, wiich before wafred no-
thing butthe fimfy hark of the INative, cre now
whitened with fails of an active and grect com.
terce.  From oviizion wereceived our litera.

fure
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tare and every means of refined, mental and fo-
cial enjoyment.

I wiLL orly remark further, that our forefa-
thers were in eminent hazard of loofing this
blcfling of civilizatisn. Never was a fairer op-
portunity offcred, nor “greater temptations laic
before a civilized people to revert to a ftate of
barbarifm than was experienced by the firlt fett-
lers of this country. They were few in number,
at a great remove from their parent ftate frequent.
ly reduced to ditlrefs. D.Gculties and great
tabor were to be encountered in clearing the land,
in carrying on tiilage, in defending their fettle-
ments. The country afforded plenty of game to
induce them to ftraggle and fcatter among the
Natives who then were friendly. They had e-
very inducement to give up painful tillage and
betake themfelves for {fubfittence to that firit and
eafielt occupation of man, hunting and fijbing.
But in them was difplayed the power of education
and habit. Moreover God kept them—God
encouraged their hearis—~God affilted them to
lay the foundation of a great empire. hey were
no more permiited to mingfe with the Natives
than God’s ancient I{tazl were with the canaa-
nites. They waintained their arts their {cience,
their manners, with their liberties and religion,
which have progreflod with various improvements
{rom that period to this.

WE are now led, my friends, to contemplate
an unlpeakable felicity. Al the natural advan.
tages of our country, and all our civilization
would profit us nothing, were we under Gefpsiic
fway. Ineltimably rich and precious is that
blefling which was putinto our complete p: T fli-
on by the EveNT we this day celebrate, the blef-
{ing of our FREED OM..

Wiras
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WaxaTt would our country be worth to us, if
we were tenants at will, vaflals beneath a hoft of
priviledged orders and bioated tyrants with a
Monarch at their head ? Were our free and equal
condition to be broken up, our farms to be re-
figned to Landlords, our earnings to be wrefted
from us for exorbitant taxes, rent and tythes,
were a few among us to wallow in luxury and
the reit in rags, were bagonets and baltiles to co-
ver our land and the wretched people to be kept
down by the force of terror, deprived of free
fpeech, deprived of arms and totally unable to
help themfelves. I have no hefitation to fay, the
pifture our country would exhibit would be far
more deplorable than when it was only trodden
by the ude fcot of the favage. and furnifhed
lurking-places fur wild beafts. Lefs interelling
ard far more horrible is the fpc&acle of a land
covered with men in fuch a condition. than with
fenfelels wosd; is fociety in fuch circumftances
than the glooms of a wilderncfs. The flate of na-
twreis horrid : buta ftate of defpotifm is more
fo. Ifa w:c man were to choofc between them,
he would not hefitate, which to prefer : he would
take up bis bow and walk into the wildernefs,
prefering the Independence of a favage to the
crouching meannefs of the flave.

FrerDOM 15 the glory of civilized life. How
intereiting, how beautifcl, to look over an ex-
tenfive country and fee it parceled into farms
drefled by the hands of freemen, who are owners,
who enjoy the fruits of their toils, having no lord-
ly feigniors to vex, opprels and make them afraid.

‘the golden harvelt waves for him who raifed ir.
The came which fpread cver the vales, and the
flocks of the hills are bis who feeds them. Man
10 this condition has that ufe of the earth which

the creator defigned when he made it: For, he
made
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made it no doubt for the ufe of its inhabitants.
The earth thus parcelecd, thus cultivated, thus en-
joyed by its inhabitants, exhibits a {peciacie efe
fentiaily different both from the favage fiate and
from a ftate of defpatifm. It is civil perfeflion It
is the condition no doubt the earth is to be in, if
ever itisto be happy.—This free and generaliy
equal enjoyment of the earth and its produtions
by its inhabitants, is agreeable to that which was
originally declared by the Almighty to his crea-
ture man, when he gave bim for bis food and ufz,
every berbbearing feed, and ever yteee andevirybeaft
upon the earth, and every fowl of the air, and every
thing that hath life. Allthis does notimply thatthe
land fhould be violently taken from iis owners
and an equal diftribution be made of it among
the members of community Far fromit. What
is ccnrended for is, firlt of all that the members
comp..fing community thould b owners cof the
land, for their own ufe and benefit, fubje&t tono
lor.s or feudal incumbrances whatfoever.  And
then fccondly, that each i1 d-vidual fhould, on
principles of perfe equality, be fecured in the
trui:s «f his cwn indunry, thould enjy his own
earnings and every thing which he puficfics by
jutt means

WHeN a people, whom the Lord has led to
fetlein fuch a condition of domeftic indpen.
nence and general equality, can alfo cobrair na-
tiznal Independence. freedom from the claims of
ali dudbots and exterior nations to interfere with
theirconcerns, and can enjoy undifputed the pri-
viiege ot lelt government, it mult be acknow-
ledged a happy circumftance, a great thiang gain-
ed in their favor. Rarely is thic privilege to be
obtained ; never without a firuggle. So numer-
eus are the Harpies which follow Man where.
ver he goes tc {Gitic iv prey upon his fubanc;

an
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and defile his deareft enioyments, that there is 10
people without fome oi thele foul creatures ad-
vancing their lawlefs claims over them ; and for
the moft part with their talons firmly fix-
ed upon their interefts. It is exceedingly
dificult to -filence their claims and to be
wholly difintangled from their grafp. Thus If-
rael had a tyrannic and inexorable Pharaoh to
deal with, and the Americans a Britifth King.
There is no portion of the civilized werld but is,
or has been, claimed and ufurpation attempted
to be fet up by fome one or more of thefe heredi-
tary or {elf made defpots. Some nations have
ftruggled to rid themfelves of the pelts, and have
failed. Foriunate indeed is that people whofe
exertions are crowned with fuccefs, who can
make themfelves acknowledged by all princes
and naiions of the earth to be a Free, Sovereign
and lndependent People.

I, after this, fuch a pecple can have a govern-
ment among themfelves exally fuited to their
own free and equai condition, adapted to their
genius and manners, adequate to all the purpofes
of private fecurity and ratonal pretection, ftrong
to puxifb ihe evil doers, yet not to difcourage thoje
who do well; in a word, a government that fhall
perpetuate their free and happy ftate of fociety,
aad not detpoil them of it, we may exclaim, O
Jortunatas nimivm agricolas ! happy people ! for-
tunate beyoad expreflion !

Tae fcerch I have given was rather defigned
to be in the abttract, yet have I not defcribed the
Americans 2 Are not we that very people ? Is
1ot this cur political condition ? It is fo in eyery
refpect we have mentioned.  That beautiful and
happy ftate of a country which is exhibited by
tndependent celtivators, generally equal in their

pelfcfhions
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sofleflions and perfectly equal in their privileges,
enjoyiag the fruits of their own labor, fitting un-
der their vines and figtrees, and having none to
make them affraid, is ceriainly the ftate of ihe
Americans.  Complete Independence of all nati.
ons, princes and defpots on earth; and a fuil, uva.
dilputed right to exercife fovereiguty for them-
felves and manage their own concerns, belong
certainly to the Americans. This day witneffes
it; for now was it DecL ARED to the world, and
by our bravery and the help of God, the world
acknowledged it. Finally, a government fuited
to the genius of the people, adapted to their free
and equal condition, adequate to private fecutity
and public defence, ftron;y enough to punith ewsl
doers, yet not thofe who do well (without violating
its princ.ples,) certainly it is the privilege of the
Americans to esjoy. O happy people, then
Americans! who can be compared to you?
What other nation thro’ the wide world injoys
fuch political beatitud= ? Long may you enjoy
it, and refitt every attempt to rob you of it, un-
der whatever fpecious name the attempt may be
made. Much of this bleffednefs we cwe to the
event which we this day celebrate : Let us there-
fore rejoice and be glad.

Ccurp earthly circumftances confer upon
man complete happinels and leave no want ex-
ilting, we might here clofe our remarks. DBut
we are confcious of an immortal deftiny, and 1t
becomes our concern to feck an intereft beyond
the grave. Uafatisfied with earth, the foul de-
fires @ beiter country, ibat is an heavenly.

To crown therefore the felicities of our condi-
tion, we are biclt with the knowledge of a moft
excellent Relizion, the cosperL oF Jesus CHRIST.
With the mik a1d Lency of cur terrcitrial Canaan,

we
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we Lave the bread of life which came down from
be iven and giveth life unio the world ; we have
the meat which sidureth forever. lIn the golpel
ANOTER AMERiCA is opencd to our enraptured
vi. w, of which the one we now poffefs is but a
frint rype. It ex:ends with inficite beauty over
the everiaiting hills on high, prefenting paltures
green with 1mmor:al verdure, and {treams of
endlets pleature.  Pure isits lizht and mild it
chwe, fo- 1he glory of God enhgbteneth it and
the L am* is the tigat thereof  In that region a/l
tea: s u-e wipsd useay and there fhall be no mcre
death. neither jorrow nov crying, neither [hall 1here
be uny move pain  >u.h is that country which
the gofpel d:lclofes.  Ewmphaticaliv is life and im-
martaiity brought tolight by the gofpel.

For thefe glad tidings we can never be fuffici-
entiy thankfui. What 1s this worid, what 1s a
beauuful and extenfive cerritory meafured by fi-
nite circles, what even is liberty with all our 1n-
valuable privileges, comparsd with the intereft
we have in immortality ? Asitis faid of the 4fs
Siftions, {o we may fay of the blefhings of 1his pre-
fent iime, that they are not worthy to be compared
with the glory that is to be revaled in us. To know
how to prepare ourtelves for that glory, to know
how to become citizens of a ftate which fhail
endure when the fathon of this world fhall have
paflcd away, muft be accounted the greatelt, the
molt ineftimable favour that can be beftowed
upon any people. The genuine gofpel is a re-
ligion of the moit {ublime difcoveries, of the
richeft confolations, and a pattern cf the purelt
morality. In it we fee all that is defirable, all
that the efflicted {oul needs, and all that the ar-
dent {pirit of man longs for. 1t conducis thro’
ways of pleafantnefs and paths cf peace, and leads
Up to fuys unjpeakabic and fuil of giry. It ;}c}is

| ow
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kow we may return to God, how erjyy his fa.
vor, how ferve him acceptably  The piety it in.
cuicates is fimple lik2 narure and of the fincer.
eit kind. Hpypocrily 1t abhors. It breathes be.
nevolence. Its precepts are a circle of the beit
morals. Conformity of heart and life to this
fuperlatively excellent religion cannot fail to
make a man happy both here and hereafier:
Wherever he exiits, he can be no other than

happy.

THE enioyment of this blefling is our’s em-
phatically : for, here we have the free exercife of
our religion. To havea good religion near vs,
and not be allowed to exercife it freei), or with-

out great embarraflinents, certainly is a diminu-
tion of the blefling. Here we may think, and
we may worfhip, not merely as worldly pohcv
directs, but as the Bible, truth and common fenfe
dictate. We may freely approach the fource,
the foundation of things, and examine for our-
feives without fear left we thould find the truth
variant from this or that creed. Here we may
be chriftians, not merely by the force of undif-
criminating tradition, eartnly interelt or terrific
fuperftition, but en principlz.

IN fuch a flate of religious freedom, Scentics
may extit, and fiery bigots mav exiit ; bur thers
is the {faireft chance for cenuine CirisTiaxs to
exilt. AndIdo not believe a itate of freedom is
by any means fo favorable to the exiltance of the
Jormer as a fiate of intolerance. I contempiare
this country, at fonuc future peiiod, as a lan!' of
the molt GenuUiNE CarisTraN:TY. For, Toun-
template 1t, nct only as 2 land of fairh, and ataud
of hope, but what is greater than thyfe, 2 land ¢
Caanrry.  After § Sceptics thall ceaie 16 witnels

rnoafenfe tog often & dplavad under the garh ofre-
£ Yl lan
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ligion and after they fhall ceafe to have capnouf
nefs and fOlly oﬂered in anlwer to their teo curi.
ous enquiries, they will be atrracted by +he fub-
limity, the amiabienefs and the conlolations of the
cofpel to its embrace.  After mad bigot thall
have fufficiently exbaulted theis fire ard malice
without effect, and witnefled long encuph the
patierce and benevolence ot their irjured victims,
it may be heped they will gradually be led to
liten to reafon, and like Saul of Tarfus be
converted to the way they perfecute. Indeed
the time is not far o in my view when the Ho-
NEsT of all fets will unite in-fellow fhip and bro.
therly communion, tho’ they may ftill retain
that variety of worfhip which we may fuppole is
not unpleafing to the Father of the univerfe.
They muf unite in thefe refpefts in hecaven ;=
and where is the inconfiftency of their &beginning
to do it on earth ¢—Thus, when all thefe, jfoith,
bope, & more efpecially CuariTy, fhall abound
amcng us, we fhall extubit what no country be-.
fore us has exhibited, a CHrisTiaAn NaTION.
Then America will be a ftill brighter type of
heaven!

Both for cur Re cligion, then, and for the hap-
py circumiftance of free foleratioz in which we
erjoy it, let us, my friends, lift up our hearts
and blefs the God of our falvation.

Tiue forbids further enlargement on the in.
terefting objet we fet out to contemplate,
AMERICA, the good land wwe live in. Not haif
has been faid which the fruitful futy & affords,
aud the little that bas been offered falis far below
the excellence of the theme. In view however,
of the particuiars we have mentioncd. mav I not
exhoit in the animated language of the Plaimift,

O fing
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O fing unto the Lord a new fong. O clap your
/Jwraf all ye peopie : Shout unto God with the woice
of t-iumph Sing praijes to Gol. fing praifes:
Sing praifes unto our King, fing praifes © Ba:h young
men and maidens, o/d men and child en, let them
praife the name af the Lord.

ANo amidit thefe {prightly exortations of Da.
vid, may I not be permitted to mingzle the faluta-
ryc ations of Mfes, that we do not by our folly
forfeit our ineftimable liberties and privileges in
the g 'ad land which is given us ? There is a
ﬂranoe propenfity in mankind, after they have
experiznced fignal deliverance and are brought
into the full and quiet enjoyment of emineat
good, to loofe the impreflions which accompani-
ed their deliverance, to fall away tc other prin-
_cipu;s and as it were to other gods, to plunge
into ungrateful and corrupt courfes, highly pro-
voking to heaven, and naturally tend’ng to bring
upon them unfpeakahle woes. This has been
the cafle more or lefs with every people who ever
exilted as a free nation. The period of their vir-
tue has always becn their fir/? period. After-
wards degeneracy comes on. At /-2 their reli-
gion and worfhip are fimple and fincere, their
jultice ftern, their integrity inflexible. their pa-
triotifin ardent, their courage invincible.  Every
thing glorious in the hiltory of Greece was
tranfa&=d inthe period ofirs Republics. which was
its earliet period. The famuus Reman Virtue
was their earliet virtue. The fa:e might be
obferved of modern States, of Swi’zerland, of
Holland. of Britain, in a word of everv people
who have once been worthy of the blefiing of
freedom.

Bur afrer a people come to be confirmed in

the pofeflion of what their virtue procured for
them
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them, woen they come to eaf and be full, and build
goodly boufes and dwell in them, when their berds
and 1heir ﬂa(.{': multiply, and their fiiver and gold
s multiphed, and all that they bave is multipiied,
then a lamentable falling-away too often rakes
place, a change of {pirit, of views, of principles,
of morals, comes on with change of outward
circuniitances; and the progrefs s thro” luxury,

profligacy, effc zminacy, the lofs ot their liberties,
to eventual deltruQion, er the horrors of Revo.
lution.  Mofes. well verfed in the knowledge of
man, forefaw this expolure of his people, “and
with his lalt breath folemnly warned them of it
before, they entered the good lard  So Wefb-
angton, 1n his lait Legacy of advice o cur nation,
has warned us on many imperient poeints, vafily

interefling to our welfare.

WE may indulee a pleafing hope that the Am-
ericzas will furnifh one folitary exception {rom
all the nations who have been before us in :d-
hering ftedfaltly to firlt principles and to early
virtue and avoiding the bread way which fo ma.
ny have travelled to deltru&icn. The exam.
ples before us are numerous and firiking and
oughr to produce upon us this falutery eff: &.
Pe,h':pq it 1s by the accumulation of wretched
exampics, that the fortune of nations is finally to
be turned.  And who knows but that America
1s to b= the firft to reap this farétified Improve-
ment ? Surely itis time that fo much experimen-
tal infiruoQtion fhouid fomewhere begin to yield
an efrect. Thep pointings of heaven are in cur
favour. There is much to hope : but there 1s
fomewhat to fear,

NMoses direted his pecple, after they fheuld
get quiet pe Ff on of Canaan and fhould have

cater and were fully that thien they fhould Eiefs 1he
Lord
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Lord their Ged for the good land which be bad gi.
wen them, and charges them not 10 forget it. In
other places he direts them much to celebrate
their memorable deliverance from bondage. 1
would jult enquire, whether it isa token in our
favor, that we of late years take fo little notice of
the Anniverfary of our deliverance, and are fo
little difpofed at any timz to blefs and ardently a-
dore the Almighty for that event 2 Socn after
our deliverance, we .eit gratetul for it; our re-
joicings were auimated, and we blcflcd God not
only on this Anuiverfiry, but en every proper
occafion. Now that we ure eating of the good
of the land and are fuil, does 1t not look rather
like forgetting the Lord our Gol, whe brought us
forth cut of the houfz of bondage, to be tuus liftlefs
to rejoicing and to praife

BuT there is another fznfe, ftill more import-
ant, in which God may be forgotten. 7That 1s,
what Mofes Qlates in the text, in nst kecp.ng his
commandments and kis judgments and Dis ftatutes.
This points to religious a::d moral corruption,
and probably to political : for, the command-
ments and Latuies which God gave to lfrael
embraced c¢ivil obje@s as well as fpiritual.  And
perhaps the moft notorious inftance in which
tha: people afterwards departed from God’s com-
mandments and Statutes in a civil .cfpelt, was
when they renounced their dependence on Hin:
and demanded a King to rule over them, that
they might be like the other nations. This we
know forely difpleafed the Almighty, who re-
monftrated with them moft earneftly by iis pro-
phet Samuel and {et before them all the manner
of a king. But when they perfifted and fhewed
themfelves fo politically depraved, he gave tbem
@ king in his wrath,

Bx
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Bk all this, however, as it may, we are
fure that religicus and meral corruption is
intended. And here st me obferve that
Mofes places this corruption in rot kecp:ng
the commandments of God It is vot a great
deal of cuuward pretence and nominal pro-
feflion that renders mor:als acceptable in
the fizht of fehovah. Tho' due rcgard to
decent outward profefion be proper, yct
Godism{t truly fergotten when we forget
him in our conduél, he is molt efectucily dij-
pijed when we difpife him by our graéiice.
Saysan infpired writer, Tlis s the lve of
GOD that ye keep bis commandments- And
Chrift demands. # by ceit ye me Lord. Lord,
and do not the thing: which 1jay? The Jews
in fome ot their mofl degenerate periods
were fond of feeking Ged datly, & 2.1 gdted to
know bisaways, csanation that did righicoufnefs,
and forfcok not the orainance of their Ged:
they afked of bim the ordinances 2f yuflice, they
tock deiight in approacking io God. Wheréfire
have wwe fufled, fay they, and thou feeft not $ swhere-
Jore buve we . fflicled our foul, and thou takef ne
knowledge 2—Ged explaing the reafon and tells
them, the fof2 bechofe was not to bow down the
bead tk: a bull rufb, but to loofe the bands of wick-
ednefs to vwndo the heavy bur:bens, to let the oppreff-
ed go free, and to break every yoke, todeal biead te
the bung-y. to cover the nuksy,™ and the like.
B ing no move vain obiatices. fays God, I am fuli
of burnt ufferings ard facrafices, incenfe is an abs-
mination unto in¢, the new moons and fabbarbs, the

calling
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calling of aff mblies, I canmct gway <with. It ir in-
frusy even your folemn meeting. But why, what

1ade *hefe lolem pretendcrs fo cffenfive 1o hea.
ven ? Itisadd:d, Teur bands are fuil of b eed.
Wabyou; make you clean ; pxt away the evit of
your doings ; ceafe 1o do evii. learn to do well feck
juadgment, retieve the opprefied, gudge the fatber lefs,
plead for the idow. ¢

And what wili Chriit declare to thofe
Maxvy swho fhall jey unto b'm at that day,
Lord, Lord, bave sve n-t prophesied (i. e preach-
ed) :» thy name, end tn thy name dome many
wonderful works? If <w¢ may credit bis oom
werds ce will declare I never Ercw you, acpart
from me ye bat seer® tnagquity. \Vorking
itquity is their miftake, and a very 1mpor.
tant miftake it is! Again, Ne! every one
that latth unte me Lera, Lord, ffali enter
snta the kingdom of beaven, but be téat doetdh
toe weil of my Fatber wbo 1s am beaven. A
malntude of folemn fcripture equally ap-
p'icable to the point might be cited. Per-
mit me juit toalk in view of thefe fcrnp.
tuces, whether itis a teken in favour of
any people, when the chief cry feems to be
about exfernal. nzmeinal profefien, calling
Cory, - Lord, and the Lke, while nothing
extraardinary is faid or donc abour geod
wirds 2 God forbid that T fhoutla cliceun.
tinance valoabic old Inflicvtions. 1 am a
friend o emand with them, by ail m=ans
fupperted. 1 ouly i 2

-
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tween them and recl praica reiigran. Let
me then aik, Is it a faverabic  token,
when vaft exclamation is made and chief
atrention f*ems to be excited abouu snflitu-
tens and ¢!l inflitutions end irodizions and
thiogs of this fort, while proéical religicn,
judgment, mercy, charity and all the peace-
ful graces which form and adera the Chrif-
tian, pafs with no fhecial netice and obtain
the leffer fhare of applauie ? yea, when the
fatter are in inftances abfoluiely difcarded
and tredden uader foor, when the pur f3
mgra! charafler becomes of no condequence
tomen to thicld them tfrom reproaches;
but the very FirsT of Chiiftian virtues is
vielatedin the act of denouncing men Inf-
dels, not for want of Recping the “commmand-
ments of G:d. no nor even tor want of de-
cent cutward prefeficn? Can 3ll this be
right? \Vould Mecfes call this the way net
‘o jforzet God 2 Would the prophets call this
the moft acceptable thing to the Mec#t
High? Can Chrift in heaven be fo different
from what be was on earth as to beftow
more appliufe upon this calling of him,
Lord, Lord, thun upon doirg the things wkic5
ke joith 2 Thefe are ferious enquitics, and
I addrefs them te my fellow-citizens and
fellow. Chrifiians as woithy to be thougpht
of at the prefent period.  Decent  profejicn
Isbeautiful ; but I muft thivk it 15 maore
beautitul, to keep tbe cormmandweris of Geds
And furely 1 ﬂ.n'l not mil-ke tl,L mind of
Chaii, if exhert you ¢y and cbeve all
”’ y,
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and at the fame time not leave the min¢, an-
nife and cummin of exterior religion unat-
tended to and undone. Thereis room for
vaft improvement among us with refpect
tothe ormer, while we might alfe be
more perfect in regard to the latter. Qdi-
ous vices abound in many alara.ing fhapes.
Of the hedious group, CaLuMNY, Par.
TY-RANCOUR and Lrixg, ftand moft
confpicucufly in thefront. To apitch tru-
ly awful have thefe vicesrifen of late. Ha-
voc, dreadful havoc have they made of the
Chriftian graces among us and of our focial
peace. All the beft interefls of our coun-
try are put in jeopardy by their means.
America trembles to her center ; and God
only knows what the refule will be. Oh
that his power might iffue forth to arreft
the career of thefe foul, thefe infernal def=
troyers of human weal ! Oh God! arife in
thy majefty and (trength, bruife the head
of the old ferpent, the Father of Lies, and
{end him roaring to the realms below : Faf-
ten on him his everlafting chains : there let
him clank them in eternal darknefs, and go
no more out to deceive the nations !
Refcue thy people, and fave thine heritage,

QO Lerd!

AFTrR thefc vices, may be ranked. fo//-
ifbnef., injatiable avarice, pride and vaix
Jhew, extortion, difbunclly, debauchery and
many others, which augur net well tor our

country,
D




cauutry, and call aloud for confideratioh
and amendment.

I siiavc forbear naming any appearan-
ces in the politicul region, that might te
confilered as lymtomnatic, either of ¢ur de-
ciine er improvement in pure pruciple.
1 he tokens we have mentioned came more
properly within the {phere of the preacher,
buing of a rergisus and meral caft.

BoT notwith{tanding the things that
are againfl s as a people, there is fiill room
ior fanguinc hope, there is occafion for
great Joy when we contemglate our coun-
try. Our people Ipreading over a wide
extent of territory will long be an agri-
cultural people, and of courfe will be wont
‘to retain their firiple manners, virtues and
principles bathicivil and religious. It muft
take a long timie to opcrate on a people
thus fituated any confiderable change to
theli detriment.  Much may be calculated
on the power of habit. Perhaps this was
not more efectual to prevent our foreta-
thers from degenerating into Savages, than
it wiil prove with their pofterity to fave
them from becoming Slaves. The gener.
al diffufion of knowledge among us and the
means we have of preferving it, the
mulritude of books, our {chool-eftablifh-
ments, a{ree preds, and. our wiittenr Con-
ftiturions ot Government, are {avorable cir-
ceuminftasees, promifing much for this coun.
UV MOREOVER
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MorrovEr Ged governs the world,
and we may pluce ftrong cenfidence in his
uerignant providence, that he wili rot for-
fake a prople wvhom he has ied thus tar,
whom he has diftinguithed in time p.ft with
eminent favors, and for whofe profperity
ke feems ftill to be interpofing.  Let us fin.
cerely remembker Him thisday by rcjoicing
before him and blefling his great name. Ard
let us ftill more truly remember Him by
keeping bis commandments in our lives. Let
America vifein allits fplendor o animute
our fongs : Let cach oue of its bk fiings ex.
cite a tribute of granitude. But let nene

of its henefits be perverted by pradtical mifl

ufe. Whil: we blefs God fur its pientiful
and rich produgtions, let them not be made
the occafion of intemoerance, fraud, extor-
tion. nor the caufe of fupercilious diftindti-
ons and pride. Let them not be fguander-
ed in luxurious diffipation, nor griped bv
the fift of avarice. Let the rich rememter
the poor who have been unfortunate in this
good land : And iet the poor of this coun-
try know that they are rich in compuifon
with the poor of other countries.

Waite we blefs God 1ar our ineftima.
ble /:berty. let usbe carefvl rsf 75 s:fe 22 for
cloak of malicicuinefs. Letus not {lander and
calumniate, becaufe we can do it with m.
punitv. Let freemen fhew at leadr, let
Clriflians fhew that theyv canrefpadt Magit-
trates and refpect one anctier, our of chawce

R
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and from their own good fenle, without
reftraints dangerous to their freedom.

Finvavrery, in furveying the glories of
our cauntry, and pouring forth our grati-
tude to God, let the Gofpel, the pure Gof-
pel of the Redeemer, with which it is en-
lightened, move our ctief raprure. Shall
that i00e receive an inferior tribute of praife,
whico pafleth all underflanding, that love
which tm:pelled its illuftrous Poffeffor to
make bimjelf poor for our Jakes, that we might
be rich. which carried him thro’ fcenes of
dreadtul fuffering and at laft the aganies of
a Crofs, for our falvation? Can we think
of this unparalleled exhibition of friend-
foup, and our hearts not burn within us?
Can we contemsplate it in all its height
and depih and length and breadih, and
cur hoofoms not {fwell with correfpondent
fentiments of friendfhip to him, and burft
forth in effufions of grateful tranfport?

¢ O for this love let rocks and hills
*“ Their lafting filence break,

“ And all harmonicus human torgues
““ The Saviour’s praifes fpeak.

But while we blefs God for this unfpea.
kable gift, let the pure Spirit of the gof-
pel infpire our hearts and its precepts gov-
ernn 2l! our condu@®.  Let us agdorn the dec-
trinz of Ged cur Savicur by well erdered lives.
1.0t as demonitrate the fincerity of our Jove
e Coryi by keeping bis commmandmenis, by tor-

glving
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giving our enemies by doing as we would
have others do to us, and as we have op.
portunity, doing good unto all men. Then
will he {ay, YE ARE MY DISCIPLES IN-
DeED. And we fhall finally rife to poflefs
that better coun'ry that beavenly inberitance,
that celeftial CanaaN and AMERICA,
where is tulnefs of joy and ftreams of plea-
fure forevermore.

AMEN.

s
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