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TO THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA.

Fellow Citvzens,

In republishing, for the purpose of decicating to you, 2n
Oration written twenty years ago, in favour of the wisdom
and expediency of UNnion, and against the folly and madness
of Dusunion, I trust that the present crisis will be my best
apology.

I have gathered from the experience and reflections of
twenty years, the most ample confirmation of every argument
and opinion, in the following composition. I lay before you,
at the same time, the sentiments of the young man, just en-
tering on the business of life, and glowing with the ardent
feelings of early manhoeod ; and those of the same person, 1n
the maturity of years, earnestly and affectionately vindica-
ting the same cause, the Union of these States. May he.
stand absolved, at the tribunal of bis Country, from all im-
putations, unworthy of the Carolinian and the American.
For myself, I feel, that fortune and happiness, yea, even
life itself, would lose their chief value, if these States,
though Christian and educated - communities, should ever
cease to be UNtten. Dur Country would then no longer be:
the land of Peace, %orbearance and: Brotherly love ; of
mutual emulation and improvement ; of a commoa 2ncestry,
to be reverenced, and imitated by each; and of a common
posterity, to be loved and provided for by all. May that
Providence, which trained us up through the infancy, child-
hood, and youth of colonial dependence, and which hath called
us forth, at his own appointed time, a free and independent
Narion, to be a light, and example, and warning to the world,
never reserve for us, in the-darkest hour of his wrath, the
scoURGE OF DisunioN. We nust expect our trials and ous
chastisements, for national transgressions. We have sinned,
and we shali continue to sin against the Ruler and Judge of
nations. But, when our day of afiliction shall overtake wus,
that we may then have those pure, affecting consolations,
which soothe and strengthen the mourners of ONE FAMILY,
ONE HOUSEHOLD, Wwill ever be the trust and prayer

Of your Servant,
and Fellow Citizen,

THOMAS: S. GRIMKE.
Charleston, 2d Nov. 1829.
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SHALL the creative eye of the poet still find in the
works of nature, the attractions of novelty 7 Shall the

statesman acknowledge that political science opens a rich
and spacious field for investigation, and the philosopher dis-
eover new wonders in the natural, and fresh beauties in the
moral world ? And shall the advocate of patriotism, the
eulogist of departed worth, the orator of Independence,
complain that his subject is barren and uninteresting ? Do
the blessings of Heaven descend on a-country, more favoured
than ours ? Or does the world -contain a nation, more strik-
mgly distinguished ? Deoes the wide circle of human know-
ledge embrace a theme more fertile than Liberty ? Or
the annals of history an ®ra, more glorious and eventful, than
American Independence ?  While, therefore, Freedom
shall be the eastern star, which guides this country to
prosperily and happiness : while the energy of public virtuc
shall arm the citizen with fortitude, and the soldier-with in-
trepidity : when the storied urns of our martyred hLeroes
shall have mingled with the dust they recorded, and our Age
will be hallowed with the name of antiquity, the orator of
‘this day shall never find bis subject deficient 1n novelty and
instruction. And, when he remembers how many thousands
have crimsoned with their blood, the very fields, whose har-
vest waves only for him; and how long the gates of peace were
closed against his country, before - she could establish those
rights, which he rises to commemorate, what mingled emo-
tions must agitate his bosom ! Called forth on such an occa-
sion, before such an audience, in such a place, how must
the pale flame of languor and diffidence brighten into the
blaze of enthusiasm and manly confidence !
Hitherto, you have heard the messenger of peace pro-

claiming yoy the favoriies of Heaven, and inculcating the
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sister virtues of the patriot and the Christian : or you have
listened with admiration, as the statesman described the
masterly schemes of policy, which he had assisted in establish-
ing, or painted to your view the subtile machinery of gov-
ernnrent. Aund often, with the smile of exultation and the
tear of sympathy, have you followed the laureled veteran,
whilst in imagination he grasped with ‘eeble hand, the sword
of his youth, and planted again the standard of his country,
on the battlements of her foes. But now, the minister of
Heaven sleeps with those, dver whom his benedictions were
g0 often pronounced. The voice of the statesman of seventy-
six is seldom heard, but in the trumpet of fame. And the
revolutionary soldier daily meets death, with a smile, since
the mould, which receives him, is sacred to freedom and to
honor. Henceforth the child shall be taught to revere the
spot where they repose ; the stranger shall tread lightly the
verdant turf which covers them ; and the future historian
and orator, shall visit their hallowed graves, to kindle in his
bosom the admiration of virtue and the spirit of eloquence.
Hencelorth, the rising generation shall be called to perpetu-
ate the blessings, secured by the wisdom and valor of themr
predecessors. The young man shall minister at the altar of
Liberty, which his parent had built, and proclaim to assem-
bled thousands, the glory and usefulness of their fathers.
Happy had it been for America, thrice happy for him,
who addresses you this day, had the subject, which is to en-
gage your attention, been the subject of his choice. He
aight then have dwelt on the 1nfluence, which our revolution
has had on the world at large, or have traced its more fa-
miliar effects in our native land. He might have explained
the importance -7 great nafional principles, or have unfolded
the fatal consequences, which often result from their decay.
But the impruderce of some and the corruption of others
have forced a theme on the public ear, at which every friend
to his country must start and tremble. They would efface
from the tomb of Washington, its brightest inscription, ¢¢ The
‘Common Father of one Common Country.” They have

proclaimed aloud, that these ought to be no longer United
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States: that ﬂ\e arm, which severs us, will bring salvation
to America: that the constituted authority, which pronounces
our natronal divorce, will speak with the voice o Heaveu.
Couid you cease to be Americans; could you rend from
your hearts the feelings, whichnature gave and your country
has cherished ; could you assume the changeful garment of
the courtier, or wear the imposing mask of the hireling ;
you might listen unmoved to such a suggestion. But there
15 no communion between purity and corruption, between
harmony and discord, between patriotism and treachery.
When, however, the burst of indignation has subsided,
strengthen the persuasion of feeling by the convictions of
urderstanding, and build the firm resolve to be united, on
the eternal basis of truth and reason. But cpen with the
deepest awe, the volame, which contains the principles of
union : reverence it, next to the temples and altars of our
God : think, when you approach it, that you hear a voice
from the tomb of Washington exclaiming, ¢ the place,
whereon thou standest is holy ground:” think, that you be-
hold a flaming sword, ¢ turning every way to guard the
path to this tree of life.”
Even if the impolicy of Britain had not precipitated tlhe
moment of separation, yet the time was approaching, when
this country must have beenfree. The child, as he matures
in age, assumes the dignity and independence, with the
vigour of manhood : and the iron links, which bind the colony
to the footstool of a Sovereigr, give place to the goldeu
chain, waich secures the rights, the interest, and the glory
of nations. If our Independence had spruug from the pro-
gressive operation of the great principles of society, it might
be a question, whether we ought to wave formed but one
goveriment, and whether we ever would. But the iron
sceptre of power drew around us all one common circle of
defiance, and bade us submit to one common law of universal
slavery. Hence, Americans ‘¢ established in war,” inter-

course of sentimeut, and uniformity of conduct ; and contin-
ued in peace ‘ a united cause, and a united nation.”

From whatever source our arguments may be drawn, and
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whatever may be the chain of reasoning we pursue, stili
shall we find, that Unrox is the vital principle of our perma-
nent bappiness. [f we argue from theoretical politics,
we shall see them confirmed by the testimony of expe-
rience : and iIf unsatisfied by these, we demand higher evi-
dence, we shall discover it from the survey of our own
country, in its domestic and -foreign relations.

Speculation, even in the philosophy of mind, its pecu-
liar province, is often deficient in clearness and uniformity,
yet we know that its principles are founded on the
nature of man, and have often been advantageously employed
by the sagacious statesman. Asthe science of theoretical poli-
tics arose out of the disorders or miseries of ‘the subject; and
the errors or usurpations of the ruler, we may often resort to
1t with success, for the leading principles of national greatness
or national degradation. Led by this glimmering light, we
may arrive at many of the fundamental maxims of sound
polhicy. This will teach us that the wider the interval be-
twwveen united governments and the rest of the world, the
more is union the soul of their existence: that if their
disunion be profitable to others, it certainly will be danger-
ous to themselves; and that it is easier to excite jealousy
and dissension between neighbouring nations, than between
different parts of the same empire. Thus also we may
Jearn, that union protnotes the great objects of government:
that it multiplies, improves, and strengthens the resources
of a people: and as the nature of nations and individuals is,
In 1his respect the same, divided states are, when at peace,
faithless and suspicious, and when hostile, the most bitter
and destructive foes.

Unavailing, however, would solitary speculation be, were
noi 1ts precepts corroborated by experience. In vain had
the morning star of reason shone on the benighted scenes of
human life, had it not been foilowed by the Sun of Revela-
“tion.  Equally, in vain, would theory presume to guide
us, did not its winding paths so frequently terminate in the
oroad road of experience. But the page of speculation is
often found to be a faithful counterpart to the past, and a
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prophetic anticipation of the future. Here, we shall per-

ceive, that though danger and necessity were the origin of
most confederacies, the advantages of unior were the foun-

dation of their continuance.* This salutary principle is evi-

denced from the counduct of monarchies, and even in the

measures of savage pations, the same maxim is equally ap-

parent. But thcugh the stern dictates of sudden emergen-

cy have sometimes united indepeudent nations in one com-

mon cause, let us not forget that it was under circumstances

peculiarly favourable. For experience testifies that like

the prophetic voice, which warned Rome of impending ruin
from the Gauls, the admonitions of threatened destructior

are often unavailing. If union of interest would always
lead to union of power, why did not Greece, with one voice,

assert her resolve to be free, when invaded by Philip ? Why

were not the Sabine cities allied against the usurpations of
Romulus ? And the states, which composed the Heptarchy,.
against the ambitious projects of Egbert ? These examples-
unequivocally declare, that, when once the spirit of jealousy

and the pride of sovereignty mfluence the counsels of inde-

pendent, and especially of neighbouring nations, the appeal

to public welfare, the cries of mdividual misery, and the

claims of posterity are ali disregarded.

Nor let us indulge the persuasion, that those, whom duty

and interest bind together, will alwavs stand firm and united,

in the hour of a natien’s peril. 'fo what then but this, shall

we attribute the want of energy and unanimity in Spain ’

Had all her powers been vigorously and harmoniously exert-
od. we might have hoped to see the progress of tyranny suc-

cessfully opposed. In vain, however, on this very day, of
the last year, did the junta of Seville, like our illustrious

congress of 76, invoke the God of nalure and of nations, to
nerve their arms in battle, and enlighten their minds in coun-

* The history of the Achecan and Helvetic confederacies, furnishes a
strikihg exemplification of this. The former, which consisted of twelve ci-
ties, and lasted 130 years, began B. C, 284, from the union of three. The
latter was at first composed of three cantons, but comprised eventually thir-
teen,
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cil. In vawn, was the voice ot vengeance heard from every
province of Spain, amid the wreck of a dissolving govern-
ment. Invain did thousands of swords glitter in the uplifted
hards of an incensed nation, to light them through the siorms
of war, to the regions of freedom and peace. But the armies
of her euemy rushed in one mighty flood, from the summit
of the Pyrenees ; and n a momeat, the rights, the glory, and
the happiness of Spain were swept into the shoreless ocean
of tyranny. Then we beheld the proud genius of that devo-
ted country, borne aloft in the fiery chariot of despotism,
nor hath she left behind her even the mantle of Hope, to
cover the nakedness of despair. But shall we not believe
that the time wiil yet come, perhaps even now is come, when
in the midnight of that nation’s misery and humiliation, the
shackles of the captive shall drop from his limbs, and the
doors of his prison burst open spontaneously: when the earth-
quake of revolution shall humble the proud towers of despo-
tism in the dust, and the great apostles of patriotism shall
swell the loud anthem of praise and gratitude, for their
country’s deliverance.

But, it the fate of Spain speal: not a language sufficiently
impressive, turn to the republics of Greece, and listen to
the famt murmur of admonition, that issues from the shat-
tered tomb of their freedom and glory. If moral and politi-
cal corruption were the efficient causes of their ruin, the
daring hand of discord administered the fatal poison. When
united agatnst Persia, they presented as sublime a sight as
the world has ever witnessed. Then we beheld a band of
heroes rush from the calm vale of retirement, at their coun-
try’s call, great in the conscious dignity of nature, and the
pure energy of republican virtue. Then we beheld cities
opposed to nations, and a people to the world.

At that period, Greece furnished the noblest materials
for a happy and permanent union. In each state, virtue was
the predominating principle of the constitution: public good
the object of the individual, and national prosperity the sole
reward of the ruler. The soldier then was but the ¢itizen
f disguise; his only jealousy was, for the preservatiog of
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domestic harmony ; his only fear, lest he should eutlive the
liberties of his country ; his enly wish, to hand down to pos-~
terity the blessings, which he had received from his fathers.
If they had then become but one nation, under one -enerat
government, they might have resisted successfully even the
gigantic power of Rome, and have vied with the bright re-
cords of glory and happiness, which fame shall trauséribe from.
the amnals of America. But, when the storm had passed
away, whose fury had driven them to the same shelter,
when the serene sky of peace and independence invited to
the enjoyment of its genial influence, the spirit of discord
frowned on the brightening prospect. Withr one consent,
they levelled the encircling ramparts of union, and rushed,
like the prodigal, to revel in the lawless excesses of licen-
tiousness and ambition. They overturned the altar they had:
consecrated to the genius of their common country, and soon
we beheld that genius, mourning amid the ruined monuments.
of his greatness, and shedding the tear of unavailing regret,
on the hallowed plains of Marathon and Platza.

But vain would be the testimony of speculation, and equal-
ly vain the combined experience of three thousand years,
could we not trace their application to ourselves; and dis-.
cover in our domestic and foreign relations, arguments for
our union, which the sophist cannot answer, and the sceptic
dare not questibn.. L.et us now examine our iniernal situa-
tion, and we shall perceive:that the nature of our government,,
our intimate connection with each other, and. the rapid pro-
gress of public prosperity since the revolution, are links in.
a chain of reasoning, peculiar to.ourselves.

In pursuing the train of thoughts, suggested by this part
of our subject, we must be sensible, that the principle of
‘union is more perfect in:our system, than in any other. With.
us, each state retains such rights and powers, as are essen-

tial to its individual interest ; while the general government
is invested with those, which concern the duties and.
‘happiness of all.: Congress acts for all, with regard to foreign.
countries, as one united nation ; and for all, when considered
{in themselves, as consisting of parts necessarily different, yet.

!




10

closely allied. With us, no single State can constitutionally
affect the proceedings of the national legislature, or be ex-
clusively the ally of other powers. If ever a political scheme
resembled the Divine government, it is oars, where each
exists for the whole, and the whole for each. As in the
planetary world, so in our system, each has its own peculiar
laws ; and the harmonious movement of the whole is but &
natural emanaiion from the cooperative influence of the
parts.

To the principle of union, we may add the principle of
renovation. Qur governmeut is the only just medium between
despotism, where the rights of nature vanish in the slavery
of the subject, and pure democracy, in which the subordina-
tion of the citizen is lost in the licentiousness of the man.
Qurs only is, ina word, the real government of the people,
where Izislative power is the delegated will of the whole,
and civil authority the representative force of all : i which
the duties of the individual are not neglected, as at Athens,
for the privileges of the citizen ; nor, as in the United Pro-
vinces, are the immunities of the latter forgotten in the in-
terest of the former. Hence the administration cannot long
be inconsistent with the views and wishes of the people. The
policy, which s fatal to their welfare and at variance with
their principles, is ruinous in itself, and soon gives way to
measures, more popular and judicious. If the interests of
the community suffer, they are the judges, and their good
sense will soon compel their rulers to see aad correct the
impolicy of their'measures. What though the power of an
individual, disorder, for a moment, like the comet descend-
ing into our system, the harmony of the whole, the elastic
spring of such a government would act with redoubled force,
and expel him from the bosom of his country. What theu gh
the mighty torrent of faction swell beyond its limits, and
tireaten an universal deluge, yet shall it soon be lost in the
vast ocean of public good, and public virtue.

The principle of improvement is intimately connected with
that of renovation. Neither can exist, but in a representa-

tive government ; and each attains the height of perfection
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only in a republic like ours. Unshackled by national
establishments, like the democracies of antiquity, our fo-
reign and domestic regmlations must always vary with the
actual state of our country. Whilst agriculture, manufac-
tures, and commerce, shall be the main pillars of American
greatness, the spirit of improvement in them will govern the
poligy of our national legislature. Hence we have no rea.
son to fear, that we shall ever justify the remark of an emi-
pent politieal writer, ‘“that the laws, which aggrandize, are not
those which preserve a nation.,’” There was a point, be-
yond which the institutions of Sparta and Rome could not
operate; but to the principle of union, the principle of
renovation, and the princinle of improvement, no prophetic
voice shall ever be heard to say, ¢ Thus far shall ye go, and no
farther.” The former resembles the human body, which
after s season spontaneously languishes and decays ; whilst,
like the immortal spirit, the latter, did not the decrees of
Heaven forbid it, would fleurish in never-fading energy and
beauty.

These arguments, deduced from the nature of our govern-
ment, are strongly corroborated by those, which arise fronr
a survey of our mutual connections and dependence.

He, who casts his eye over our happy land, must per=
ceive that we form a little political world in ourselves:
that our country seems, as was said of Laconia, to be but the
patrimony of a band of brothers: that we appear to be ano-
ther favored race, sent out by Hgzaven, from the storme
and "miseries of Europe, to dwell in this land of promise.

The object of every government ought to be the happi-
ness of man, though the measures adopwid by each are es-
sentiaily different. Fortunately for America, every State
in the Union, acknowledges, that property is the only true.
foundation of society ; that the rights of the citizen are the
vital principles of the Constitution, and the interest of the.
individual the vital principle of the eocmmunity, that the wel-
fare of the whole, not the aggrandizement of a part, the fe-
licity of the people and not the glory of the ruler, should

ever b_e the aim of the administration. Whilst then we

4
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thus agree in those leading features, in which the parts of a
great nation, ought to resemble each other, let not immate-
rial differences excite the spirit of dissension. Were one
state a monarchy, and another an aristocracy ;* were this
like Carthage, but a company of merchants, and that, like
Sparta, but a band ef soldiers, there might be grounds for
¢omplaint.

Let not contrariety of character be urged as an argument.

Shall we find uniformity in the same state, the same city, or
even in the same family ? Why then desire it, in an exten-
sive country ? In Switzerland, some cantons werz catholic.
and others protestant some republican and others aristocra-
tical, some refined and elegant as Athens, others rude and
unpolished as Sparta. Nor let diversity of-interest be ob-
jected. Were this the same in the north and south, would
3t not imply a similarity of local situation and natural advan-
tages Where also tvould be the carryiag trade, where the
mutual interchange of luxuries for necessaries, of raw mate.
rials for manufactures ? Disunion would then be less fatal,

because each would be independent of ‘the other. But ex-
perience teaches us that the clashing of ‘the different, ‘yet
connected mterests of separate powers, threatens both tvith
destruction.

. If the influence of individual Statas be com:jlained of now,
‘how must the danger increase, the narrewer the sphere of
its action! Andif the politics of some particular states are
followed too setvilely in others, whilst we are but one peo-
ple, how soon should we behold the fatal effects flowing from
the truth remarked by an eminent statesmau, ¢ that men

are often more attached to the country of their principles,
than to the country of their birth.” Wealth, talents and

population must always command superiority, and it is no
less absurd Lo 1magine that particular states should not take
the lead in the American republic, than to be surprised,

® ¢ Aussi voyons nous dans I' Histoire Romaine, que lorsque l¢s Veiens
eurent choisi un Roi, toutes lea petites republiques de Toscane les abundon-
nerent. Tout fut perdu en Grece, lorsque les Rois ‘de Macedoine ob-

tinrent une place, parmi les Amphictions,”—Mont. Esp. d. Losz. L. 9. c.e.
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because Athens and Sparta stood foremost in Greece. So
far from militating against a union, this furnishes one of the
trongest arguments, arising from our internal situation.—
Were these powerful states the leaders of separate confed-
eracies, how much greater would their relative influence
be, and how much more pernicious to their own united go-
vernment, and to the neighboring republics. Athens and
Sparta, when ‘ndependent, were tco powerful for the liberty
and happiness of Greece ; and the operation of similar prin-
ciples, if we divide,'may carry down the grey hairs of the
‘present generation, with sorrow to the grave.

There are limits to the powers of government, no less
‘than to those of the human mind ; but the more extensive
our general administration, within reasonable bounds, the
more will its schemes of policy be liberal and enlightened.
“The less also will they be affected by local interest and local
potver ; by individual enmity, selfishness and ambition.—

'These are some of the causes, which, if less restricted,
svould prove our ruin; but confined and blended, as they

now are, cooperate for the welfare of the whole. Notwith-
standing the conflicting politics and interests of different parts
of the union, we find ihat the individuals of the nation are
generally harmonious, and that local views and local antipa-
thies are lost in the expansive rights of the American citi-
.zen. But, when disunited, even these advantages must va-
nish ; for we shall then have no common character, no com-
‘mon constitution, no common country.

As the policy and interest of each State are peculiar, and
continually vary, they ought to be regulated, as to internal-
concerns, by itself. If, however, you narrow the system,
of which it is a part, its private welfare must be more fre-
quéntly sacrificed to the general good of the whole. Hence,
also, those inconveniences, which are now diffused over the
nation, would be more severely felt, when confined to a part.
All now suffer or rejoice together; but then, the degrada-
tion of this would be the aggrandizement of that; and the
decliie “of one would invigorate the spirit of enterprise in
apother.
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Let us conclude this survey of our internal connections, by
considering the influence of the social principle, in strength-
ening the bonds of our union. In examining the operation of
this universal cause, we may trace it distinctly in its emana-
tions from the parent to his family, from the individual te his
neighbors, and thence to the wider circle of his friends and
acquaintance. We may percelve it successively varying and
enlarging, as it interweaves the several ranks of Society,
unites the diversified classes of the town with the more uni-
form inhabitants of the country and combines the influence
of individuals and families, of cities and provinces, in forming
the complex, but harmonious system of seciety. When we
apply these views to our own country, we shall perceive them
strikingly exemplified. We may foliow the principle of as-
sociation from each state to its neighbours, and from them to
the union at large. And as the prospect expands, we shall
behold the ties of nature and friendship, the calls of duty and
interest, the rights of man, and the privileges of the citizen,
uniting to form the sacred and mysterious bond of our

union.
From the constitution of our government, and our natural

alliance with each other, the transition 1s easy té the rapid
progress of our country, since we became a confederate re-
publie. If we begin with our own State, we shall behold
our political and civil institutions continually improving ; re-
ligion and knowledge more widely difiused ; civilization ex-
tending in the country, and refinement in the city ; discordant
parts successively assuming the uniformity of the whole, and
confusion gradually subsiding into order. Travel through
each of our sister States, and you may observe with pleasure
and surprize the operation of similar principles. These
will be seen, however, to vary with the nature.of the coun-
try, the genius of the people, and the Spirit of the Constitu-
tion. Then conceive yourseives elevated to an eminence,
whence the eye may embrace the wide circuit of our happy
land. Think what it was, when first we became a nation ;
oonsider its present state, and mark the gradual advancement
of prosperity and power, -See the forest retiring, and the.
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village expanding into the populous towh: see this in turn
awelling into the magnificence and greatness of the city. Sge
the groves descending from our mountains, and rising again

in the stately ship, or the spacious edifice. See the white
sails of commerce gliding through the woods on the river or

canal ; and in countless numbers, brightening on the azure
surface of the ocean, like the stars on the bosem of heaven.
Behold the genius of enterprize collecting his bands of ad-
venturers, and leading them to the western wilds. Behold !
the mountains open to afford them a passage ; the dark wave
of the desert rolls back at their approach ; the gloomy spirit
of solitude retires before them, and the grateful wanderer
builds the verdant altar to agriculture and peace. Then
behold ! the forest bends beneath his strokes, the orchard
smiles on the hill, the harvest waves in the valley, and the
song of the reaper is heard in the silence of the wilder-
ness.
The reasoning thus founded on the nature of our govern-
ment, our mutual connections, and the rapid progress of our
republic, are alone sufficient to convince us. But, when we
reflect on our relations with the rest of the world, every
argument acquires new energy, every principle new impor-
tance, and conviction flashes across the mind, with a brighter
and a purer blaze.
Were the United States the only nation on earth, or could
they live entirely withir themselves, the qtestion would
assume a different aspect. But in the actual state of the
world, the policy of our country and the wants of other na.
tions render it impossible. In vain might we forge the fet-.
ters of domestic restriction, they would melt from around us
in the fierce fires of interest. In vain might we build the ram-
parts of foreign prohibition, like the walls of Jeriecho, they
would fall as of their own accord. America then, must be
connected with other nations, and must be influenced by
them. The policy, therefore, of our young and flourishing
country, i to preserve our interests as distinct as possible,
from those of other nations. This we shall be enabled to-

do more effectually, by union, than by public virtue at home
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and public faith- abroad, if once we divide. From experii‘

ence we learn, that interests different in themselves are yet:

the same, when contrasted with those of others. Hence,
ticugh the locak policy of one part of America, be at vari-
- ance with that of another, they are one and the same, when
considered in relation to the tendency of foreign influence.

Now, from the operation of this cause, the interest of one

part of the union, will never govern the national alliances

and welfare of the whole ; but when disunited, each must

be the ally or the foe of the powerful nations of Kurope.

Were there but one great nation in the world beside our-
selves, she would always be decidedly hostile or favorable
to us. Whllst, therefore, our confederacy lasts, other go-
vernments may perplex, but cannot confound us ; they may
injure our ioterests, but not our liberties ; they may exas-

perate us mutually as fellow-citizens, but never can arm us

against each other as enemies. So long as we continue uni-
ted, our alliance will be an important object to Europeans ;
and our interest will be eventually secured by its intimate
counection with.theirs. But when we cease to be one peo-
ple, we must treat with them as a favor, perhaps for pro-
tection, even at the expense of our.rights. Do we complain
thenof foreign influence now, and shall we separate and hope

to escape the gigaatic arm, which is stretched across

the Atlantic to destroy us?
In every republican government there must be diversity

~of apinion.  If all are ever. united in {ime of peace, it Leto-
kens. indeed  sometimes universal enthusiasm, or universal

virtue, but. almost always universal corruption. The public.

~calm, which exists in the absence of party, is.the. gloom of
midnight, before the blazing vulcano lights uyp the darkened
ecean ; it is the awful pause of nature, before she is devas-
tated by the tempest. Experience teaches us, that in exten-
sive governments, the contentions.of party. are a war,of yyords
and influence, but in small: states, they hegome the contgst of
the sword. In one, it is the. citizen, who freely asserts his
principles; in the other, it 1s the individual, who combats with
the weapons of personal.interest and. personal enmity, As

¢
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soon then as disunion ensues, each state will be torn by its
own parties, and foraign influence will inflame them against
each other, and each against a}] the rest. Then would the
waves of faction dash with fatal success against the rock of
our freedom, and all the proud monuments of glory and liber-
ty would perish in one boundless deluge of corruption and
rvin. Then, no Ararat would swell above the food, no
dove would bear the olive-branch of peace, and the vir-
tuous republican of future Jays would exclaim,

H cectmaren e 'Thy lofty domes, no more,
¢ Not e’en the ruins of thy pomp remain,
 Not e’eq the dust they sunk in —werer—.’

Thus have we endeavored faithfully to survey the grounds,
on which the friends of union resi their arguments for its
continuance. We beheld the faint light of speculation blend-
ing with the bright and steady flame of experience. Wae
beheld them, like the eastern star, resting on the temple of
our freedom, on whose portals were inscribed the words of
our departed Washington, ¢ Your unjon must ever be consi-
dered, as a main prop of your liberty.” But if the picture
of our domestic and foreign relations, be correct, how shall
we observe every color heightened, and every feature more
strongly marked, the farther we extend our views ! Through
everj part, we shall trace the bright scenes of glory and
peace awakening into life, under the animgzting touches of
union ; and the prospect become wild and mournfal ynder
the wintry influence of discord. We shall read a page in
the book of futurity, which the hand of union only can tear
from the records of fate. Let us then direct our attention
next to the fatal effects of disunion on ourselves, and the hap-
py consequences, which reason and experience convince us
must flow from union of interest, union of sentiment, and

anien of power.
" 'The American, who ¢an look forward with calmness to the
day of separation, must be either more, or less than man.—
He must be the victim of ambition or corruption; a deluded
enthusiast, or a prophet of good, which the most sanguine
dare not hope, and the keen-eyed statesman cannot foresees

3
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Thenceforward the American eagle shall drop the olive-branck
of peace, and grasp only the arrows of war. The hand, which
 ywwrites the declaration of disunion, shall feel the blood curdle
In its veins ; and the tongue, which reads it to the world,
shall stiffen in the act. The mountains that divide us, shall
be ¢the dark mountains of death,” and the streams that

flow between, like the waterz of Egypt, shall be turned into
blood.

But terrific as is the picture, which anticipation presents,
“let us gaze upon it, resolutely and calmly. Conceive the
eventful crisis arrived, when the delegates of America meet
to sever our confederacy. Unlike the glorious Congress,
which declared us independent, unlike the equally glorious
Counvention, which framed our Constitution, they would join
to destroy the fairest edifice, that human hands have ever
raised. Already is their object attained. With one voice
they pronounce us free and independent of each other.*—
They dash cn the earth the Tables of our common alliance ;
they march in triumph to kindle the flame, that is to con-
sume the temple of union, and hear with a smile the loud
crash, as it sinks in ruins. In vain, when the youthful ge-
aius of America is laid on the altar of separation, may a voice
from Heaven exclaim, ¢ Hold ! hold ’ In vain, may the
bleeding image of their country arise and point to her
wounds ; each will exclaim, in the language of the murder-
er Macbeth, ¢ Thou canst not say, I did it.” In vain, may
they call up the spirit of Washington to hallow their rites :
like the prophet at Endor, he shall look but to blast, and

speak but to curse.
I pass over the scenes 1mmed|ately succoedmg the sepa-

* Were we to divide, several different united governments would proba-
bly arise. Asg our present system is a confederacy of independent states or
netions, so, we might then conceive a union of those independent leagues.
Congress, now the representative of single, but united states, would thea
be a Congress of Ambassadors from distinct, but confederated leagues.
Now, Legislating for a union of free nations, it would then be the Lawgiver
for a union of separate confederacies, This scheme, however, woulad be
as visioaary, as the national tribunal of Henry 1V, or the independent re-
public of the protestant leaders in France.
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ration. I shall not survey the anxiety of the public mind.
the interruption of private concerns, or the stagnation of
foreign and domestic intercourse. I shall not pourtray the
violence of party, the intrigues of powerful states, the ca-
bals of individuals, and the efforts of foreign aations. Let
us suppose the boundaries of the States defined, their con-
stitutions established, and treaties of alliance formed be-
tween them, and with other governments. These new re-
publics thus arising from the ruins of one, would present the
most flattering prospects. The gloomy countenance of des-
pondence has already brightened into hope, and doubt is
exchanged for the confidence inspired by certainty.

For a season the affairs of these commonwealths might
be conducted with moderation and wisdom. Public virtue
might be the rule of action at home, and public faith towards
each other and the rest of the world. But this could not
Jong be the state of independent and neighboring nations.
~ While the parent lives, his authority and affection may pre-
serve the harmony of his family circle ; but when he dies,
the cessation of personal intercourse produces coldness, and
difference of interest creates difference of sentiment, per-
haps even enmity. The human nature of nations iz like that
of individuals ; for after any great change, the man and the
people are equally circumspect and moderate. But selfish-
ress unfortunately too soon succeeds to duty, and the princi-
ple of ambition to the principle of usefulness.

In a short time, we should see the confirmation of the
reasoning already advanced. We should see the fatal pro-
gress of party spirit, of foreign influence, of local policy, of
elashing interests, and of individual intrigue. We should
look in vain for the principles of union, renovation, and im-
provement ; in vain for the liberal views and dignified firm-
ness of a united government ; in vain for the respect and
honorable alliance of foreign powers.

. Let us uot rest satisfied, however, with this cursory sur.
vey, but carefully examine the tendency of interest and
smbition. Were we assured that these republics would

always understand and pursue their real welfare, that they
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would discard the influence of selfishness aid local'prejudice,
that they would be ready to acknowledge and change impo-
litic measures, and to epter into the liberal and more en-
lightened schemes of their neighbors, we might promise
ourselves, that they would be permanent and happy. Ina
few years, however, we should behold the operation of a
principle already mentioned as important : that different yet
connected interests, ought to he governed by the same hand.
Were they independeit, the same effects never could arise;
but when associated, they induce each party to imagine,
that they have superior claims on the other.. From this
source would spring misunderstanding, contention, perhaps
even a temporary cessation of intercourse ; and these un-
propitious events would be favorable to the machinations of
party, and the ‘intrigues of other nations.

Let it not be said that a sense of interest wouli guide
them. Few nations have ever had the discernment, and
still fewer the virtue and resolution, to consult their real
welfare. In vain, did Demosthenes urge a war against
Philip ; in vain did Burke dissuade from American taxation:
and Chatham plead, with his own immortal eloquence, for
conciliatory measures with the colonies. Those casual or
trifling events, which often decide the fate of human affairs,
would have a fatal influence.* Diversity of character would
give additional weight to every.cause, that would militate
against reconciliation. The resentment or ambition of indi-
viduals, the interested views of particular classes or esta-

blishments, and a variety of unforeseen circumstances, would
darken the prospect.

To the jealousy of mterest we may add, the jealousy of
rights ; for the pride of sovereigaty. is as baneful to nations,
as the pride of intellect to individuals. The tendency of
each 1s to induée disregard or contempt for the claims, the
power, or the remonstrances of others.. This spirit is the
natural emanation of privileges long enjoyed, of indepen-

e So palt;‘y a sum as three ﬁenc'e, in the ejes of a financier; s0 Insignis
ficant nn article as tea, in the eyes of « philosopher, have shaken the pillars of
a commercial empire, that circled the whole globe.”—=Burke.
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dence uaiversally acknowledged, and of confidence in sell-

opinion. At a time when this temper would influence legis-

lative deliberation, few individuals would feel and act up

to the principle of an eminent statesman, *¢{hat timidity
with regard to the well being of our country, is heroic

virtue.” Few national councils would be so discerning and

upright, as to show by their actions, that the true glory of a
people is ever inseparable from their real welfaré. The

consequence of such occurrences might be an appeal to
arms. There was a time, when the western people were
ready to march down on New Orleans ; we have seen some
of the States agitated by insurrection and rebellion; and
but lately, the general government resisted by the legisla~
ture of Pennsylvania. Had the affair of the Chesapeake con-
cerned two of these republics, or had the minister of one
undertaken to act, as Genet did under Washington’s admin-
istration, how dark must have been the page of history, that
would have recorded the consequences ! If one State were
disaffected to the confederacy, of which it formed a part,
what pencil can paint the scene of contention, intrigue, and
anxiety that must ensue. These causes have been con-
sidered in themselves, but when we embrace within our
view, the cooperating influence of other states' and of foreign
nations, may we not exclaim with the poet,

¢“ On the tomb of hope interred,
¢« Scowls the spectre of despair,”

Attendant on these calamities, would also be the growing
power of individuals, and of military establishments. In
times of danger, it is not on the wisdom and firmness of le-
gislatures only, that reliance is placed ; but also on the ta-
lents and authority of an individual. At that moment, when
too often the rights of all are governed by a single arm, and
the voice of one is the collected voice of a natiou, who would
trust the glory and liberty of his country, but with another
Washington 7 The general then would no longer be the
private citizen, called out by the free choice of his country-
men, but the celebrated warrior pointed out by the urgency
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of the times. The soldier would cease to be the farmer or
mechanic, on a temporary pilgrimage from home,

‘“ But strutting round, in gaudy blue and red,
“ Would eat in idleness the poor man’s bread.”

The soothing band of time, which often closes our wounds
and dries up our tears, could never hold out the golden scep-
tre of peace. The principles of ruin, like the breath of the
pestilence, would scatter terror and infection around, and
though like the rivers of lava, it sprang from one common
souroe, would widen, at every moment, the circle of devasta~
tion.

Thus should we see the objects of these states not only
unanswered, but supplanted by others. They had instituted
the civic festival of peace, and beheld it changed for the tri-
umph of war. They had crowned the eminent statesman
with the olivé of the citizen, and saw it converted Into the
laurels of the warrior. The old man, whe had walked ex-
ultingly in procession, to taste the waters of freedom from
the fountain of a separate government, beheld the placid
stream that flowed from 1{ suddenly sink from his sight, and
burst forth a dark and turbulent torrent. The young man,
whose hand should have delighted in the arts of peace, now
grasps the glittering sword of battle, and smiles with delight
at the blast of the trumpet. How soon the citizen would he
lost in the soldier, and the patriot leader of his countrymen in
the hero: how often the gleam of arms would startle the peace-
ful tenant of the cottage, and the trump awake the slumbers
of infancy, time only could show. War, which in its mildest
forms, is fraught with ruin and horror, when waged by neigh-
boring states, thirsting for vengeance, animated by interest,
or eager for glory, becomes the most cruel scourge in the
hand of Heaven. Then, it is rapid as the whirlwind, over-
whelming as the cataract, and merciless as the angel of
death. Memory still paints the terrific scene to many, who
witnessed our revolutionary struggle. Friends, who beheld
the companions-of your youth, hewn down by your side in the

ranks of war, I appeal to you. Parents, who grasped, for
the last time, the hand of your child, and sent him to fall iw
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the battles of his country, I appeal to you. Sons, who bath®
ed with your tears the wounds of an aged father, and caught
the last benediction of paternal love, I appeal to you. Wi-
dows, whose arms were thrown for the last time, in the ago-
ny of separation, round the necks of your husbands, I appeal
to you. Spirits of the dead, whose last prayer was for an
orphan family, whose dying eyes were raised to Heaven for
a desglate widow, whose last words were a blessing on them
and your country, I appeal to you.

Amid this scene of horrors, when age would excite no pity,
infancy have no privilege, and beauty plead in vain, where
would be the order of Cincinnatus? Then would be the fa-
vorable moment for the accomplishment of those ambitious
schemes, unjustly attributed to you. But in vain against
you, did the fire of eloquence flash from the lips of a
Mirabeau. It was but the lambent flame, that played over
your heads, and marked you the favorites of heaven. The
world and your country now freely bestow their confidence
and veneration, and let me promise for those, whe have been
called in the flower of youth, to share in your rights ard ho-
nors, that they shall never be disgraced. T :be Americans
13 our noblest privilege as men, to be members of your body,
as citizens; and since the sacred duty of our lives shall be to

deserve well of our country, we shall look for our models
among you, on whose brows the laurel of the soldier is half

concealed by the olive wreath of the citizen. To preserve
and improve the blessings your valor has won, shall be the
height of our virtuous ambition: and often in the calm shades
of domestic life, shall we regret, that we did not share in
your dangers, because you ¢¢ fought to protect, and conquer-
ed but to bless.” But, though we have not climbed with
you the steep ascent of freedom, nor waved the banners of
victory on the ramparts of glory, never shall we forget that

we also have feelings peculiar to ourselves. Your bosoms
have never heaved with gratitude, as you looked on the

champions of - liberty, for you are among the number of
our deliverers. You have never felt the glow of youthful

enthusiasm, in reflecting on the departed sages of our coun-
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try, for you and they were fellow laborers in the great work
of our redemption. You have never heard a parent’s voice
awakening the tender mind to the love of America, and to
the admiration of her statesmen and heroes. Your cradle
was rocked by the genius of Britain, her banners were the
swathing bands of your infancy, and hope already saw you
armed with the thunder of battle, and the lightning of elo-
quence, in the cause of Britain. How then shall we ever
forget, that you were born British subjects, but we American
cttizens ! You have indeed secured these privileges to us,
and mtllions yet unborn, we trust, shall inherit them. But
to that unborn posterity we can say, with mournful exulta-
tion, ‘“We have bheheld the faces of our deliverers, and
heard the voices of our revolutionary heroes. They were
our friends, and often for us, has the tear of solicitude or
of affection bedewed their manly cheeks. They were our
fathers ; and often have the bright visions of hope been in-
dulged, while they pictured to themselves, in us, the future
statesmen and heroes of our country. These arms have
been fondly thrown, in the caresses of childhood, around their
necks, and have supported them on the bed of death : these
hands have borne them to their graves, and inscribed on their
urns, the record of gratitude and glory.””

If we have seen the jealousy of interest, and the jealousy
of power, like resistless torrents, overflowing the fair fields
of liberty and happiness, how shall their fatal effects be en-
creased, when we behold the troubled stream of party spirit
rushing to swell the flood, and dashing its aspiring waves
against the lofty rock of national prosperity. ’Tis like the
evil spirit suggesting terrific dreams to the sleeping Eve ;
’tis like the same spirit, in the garden of Paradise, persua-
ding to rebellion against God. Experience has taught us
that factions become more dangerous the narrower the
sphere, within which they operate. Those divisions, there-
iore, which now alarm us, would then be seen to influence
individual interest, and individual happiness ; for each would
feel a personal cencern in the principles of his party. Cons
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sider the connections of these parties with others in the
different states, and reflect on the influenee of foreign na.
tions. Heighten the picture still fai‘fhet,ﬁ by embracing with-
In your view the power and enmity of individuals, the se-
cret schemes of interest, unlooked for events at Lhome, and
political changes abroad. With these circamstances before
you, conceive an alteration in publi¢ opinion. But I draw
a vell over the scene of insult, animosity, and resentment
that must ensue ; and proceed to consider the progress and
influence of ambition.

Every republic has at times generated this principle, and
has been compelled to confess, that if combined with talents,
it is the secret mine, which when it is sprung, buries the
strongest bulwarks of freedom in ruins. Urged onward by
this incentive, and supported by the energies of a great
mind, it is not difficult to deceive or corrupt the unsuspec,
ting people ; for unhappily, the propensity to prefer interest
to duty, and appearance to reality, is inherent in natiogal,
no less than individual character.

But, whatever be the natural tendency of these causes,
they are generally concentered by the skill and good
fortune of some aspiring individual. And where could bright-
er prospects open to such a man, than inthese republics 2
The principle of emulation is implanted at an early age, and as
it expands, the chief delight of the youth is to excel, and his
keenest pang, that which springs from the superiority of
others. Governed by feeling, he soon dwells with en-
thusiasm on the page, that records the virtues, the hard-
ships, and the victories of the hero. Already has he admired
the brilliant actions of Alcibiades, Cesar, and Cromwell,
and half wished tha¢ he had lived in their days to dispute
with them the laurels, which they obtained. He reads the
poble sentiment of the orator, ¢ Vita brevis, sed gloria
cursus sempiternus ;’’ and would dig his own grave, could
be dare to hope that his achievements, like those of Sesos-
tris, would be engraven on columns of brass, or immortalized
in the romantic narrative of a Quintus Curtius. He soop

begius to mipgle

the world, to practice political bypocri-

4




20

¢y, and to court the favor of the ignérant and unsuspicious.
Behold him now on the stage of life. His party chosen,
he pretends to idolize the people, and speaks of the jmpre-
scriptible rights of man. No arts are too mean, no pro-
fessions too humiliating, no sacrifice of principle, of duty, of
affection, too great to secure popularity. In a few years he
enjoys the full confidence of the ruling party ; for his talents
are too splended not te ensure distinction, and his political
creed but too orthodox, not to stamp him the advocate of
the rights and welfare of his country. Early in life, he had
resolved to stand first in the legislature of the nation, or to be
the leader of some powerful faction. Now, he aims at sov-
ereignty. No seat will satisfy him but the throne of Free-
dom: no footstool but the neck of his country. By a train
of intrigues and propitious events, the moment at last comes,
when he shall wield the thunder of a despot, or perish like
Catiline. " And nots the blow is struck. Like Brennus, he
casts his sword nto the scale, and his fellow-citizens become

bis slaves.
Thus have wo examined the probable consequences of

disunion, and seen the fatal tendency cf the jealousy of in-
terest, and the jealousy of rights, of party spirit, and of
ambition. We saw the prospect darken at every step ;
we walked through the valley of the shadow of death, ¢¢ but
there was 10 rod, no staff to comfort us.” We looked and
beheld the altar of peace shattered by the lightnings of fac-
tion. and her temple swept by the whirlwind into the chasm
of separation. We saw the rock of freedom cleft to its
base, and sinking mid the billows of disunion : and the indig-
nant genius of Columbia asceading, never to return. Then
we beheld the flaming temple of ambition arise, rocked on
the stormy waves of faction and discord : we heard the de-
mon o« war rushing in the tempest to inhabit it, amid the
shrieks of the orphan and the widow : we saw his shrine
adorned with the gorgeous banner, the beamy helmet, and
the glittering spear ; whilst on the altar were inscribed in

letters of blood, ¢“ One Murder makes a Villain, Milliens a
Hero.”
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If these be the fatal effects of disunion, people of Ameri-
c?, why would you divide ? Shall we forsake the peaceful
shores of freedom, to seek the unknown land of separation
and discord ?  Shall the fragile bark of national happinesS
be hurried down the stream of time into the stormy ocean
of political uncertainty, and not be sunk in the whirlpools of
faction, or dashed against the rocks of ambition ? Shall the
traveller dare the massy fragment, which thunders from the
mountain’s brow, and noet be crushed ? And shall we leap

down the frightful precipice, that overhangs the black gulf

of national ruin, and hope te escape ?

I might call your attention now, to the happy *éonsequen-
ces which may be expected to flow from the continuance of
union, and contrast them with the gloomy scenes I have just
described ; but I forbear to rend a veil, which the hand of
time will remove. You have already drawn the lovely pic-
ture, brightening under the creative pencil of ancy, and
softened by the mellow touches of feeling. And, moreover,
anticipation could shed but a feeble gleam over a prospect,
on which the unfolding glories of our future union, will beam
with a splendor, hitherto unrivalled in the history of man. ¢

But though we decline a surrey #0 useful and gratifying,
may we not dwell on our own advantages, and challenge the
world to produce a nation 50 eminnatly favored? To what

page of history can the eye be tursed, which will not en-
hance, on a comparison, our national pride ~nd the true glory
of our country ? Shall we fear an equal in the States of
Greece, or in the Commonwealth of Rome ? In the Lycian

Confederacy, or the Achzan League? In the Cantons of

* The-$ollowing picture of America from the pen of the great Burke, is
too flattering and appropriate to be omitted. ¢ Nothing, in the history of
mankind, is like their progress. For my part, I never cast an eye on their
flourishing commerce, and their cultivated and commodious life, but they
seem tc me rather ancient nations grown to perfection, through a long
series of fortunate events, and a train of successful industry, accumulating
wealth in many centuries, than the Coionies cf yesterday, thaa a set of
siserable outcasts a few years ago, not so much sent as threwn out on the

bleak and barren shore of a desolate wilderness, three thousand miles froms
all civilized intercourse.”
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Switzerland, or the United Provinces ? Theirs was but the
twilight of freedom, a feeble transeript of what you possess.
Where then, butin our native land, shall we find tHis original
of all that is most honorable and useful to mankind 7 Where
is the freedom of the citizen the basis, and his happiness
the object of the constitution 7 And where are legislators
the choice of the people, and the laws enacted solely to
promote their welfare ? It is in America. Where are
the rights of man revered, the privileges of the citizen se-
cured, and the claims of the stranger acknowledged and en-
forced ? Where does the victim of foreign persecution find
an eminence, on which the ark of hishopes may rest ? It is
in America. Where can we look for a government so con-
sistent with the liberty, and so adequate to the wants of
the people ? So comprehensive, and yet so minute ? So
permanent in its prineiples, and yet so versatile in their
application 7 Where shall we find a country so various in
its productions, and so abundant in its resources : so admi-
rably adapted for commerce with the whole world, and yet.
0 capable of living within itselt ; daily becoming more pow-
erful and happy at home, more respectable and necessary
abroad ? And where do we meet with a nation more libe-
ral, generous, and enlichtened? more calm and intrepid in
war ? more dignified and polished in peace ? more moder-
ate and grateful in prosperity ? more resolute and patient
in @dversity 7 Where—a nation, whose leading characters
have been more distinguished for the bold and energetic
virtues of public life, and the mild and engaging qualities,
which endear us in retirem<nt ? whose heroes. and whose
statesmen have reflected brighter honor on their country,
by the comprehersive depin of their understanding, the
versatility of their zenius, and the masterly powers of their
eloquence ?

Friends, and Frilow-Citizens— Were we assembled this
day merely to commemorate the glorious ®ra, of which 1t
is tho anniversary. :nd to indulge our national eathusiasm,
by d.velling on the zreat events of our Revolation, still
would our feelings be proud and enviable iadeed. But the
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dark clouds of adv ersnty have passed away, and the sun-

shine of peace streams in full splendor on our happy land.
Henceforth, the toils of the soldier, and the struggles of our
country, shall be contrasted with the blessings we enjoy :
the patriot and hero of former times may sleep unncticed,
but not unbeloved : and even the sacred virtues of Wash-
ington may be rarely heard to enforce the reasoning, and
heighten the eloquence of the orator. Henceforth let the
page of history be the record of their usefulness and renown;
whilst you consult the future mterests of yourselves, of pos-
terity, and of the world.

~ Under impressions, so awful and interesting, refiect,
Americans, on these duties, and how you may best dis-
charge them. Know then, that security or corruption in the
people, and ambition in the rulers, are the bane of republi-
can governments. Know that frem each of you flows the
tributary stream of power and influence, and that public au-
thority and public opinion must be the same, as the fountain
from which they.spring. Know that the perfection and hap-
piness of a nation depend on the virtues of its citizens, and
that each contributes to the purity or corruption, the misery
or felicity of hiscountry. Can youtrace the effect of every
lineament and color, in giving beauty and grace to the land-
scape ? Can you mark the swelling of every wave on the
ruffled surface of the ocean; and the splendor of every star,
whose mingled light forms the grandeur and magnificence of
Heaven ?- And shall the citizen be free from the reproaches
of his country and of future generations, merely because he
is not the tyrant, the traitor, or the rebel? Shall he hope
to escape the avenging arm of conscience, if his example or
his principles have roused the indignation of the virtuous and
wnse ? Guard then, against that fatal security, which origi-
pates in private indifference, and that universal corruption,
whnd is but the combived influence of indivivuaals. Guard
against that party spirit, which makes the freeman a slave,
and ite citizon a hirsiing ; which arms your country aganst
. therseif, o} secomes too sften the means of aggrandizement

to the turbuient and ambitious. Guard against that spirit of

?-
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tunovation, which looks upon antiquity as the stamp of infa-
my, and novelty as the test of usefulness and truth '- which
holds nothing sacred, no, not even the records of eternal
goodness, not the memory of Washington, not the Coustitu-
tion of our country. Guard against ingratitude to the illus-
trious characters of our nation ; for coldness and neglect to
them, will cloud the bright dawn of youthtul talents and pa-
triotism. Your hands must weave the wreath of their re-
nown, your hands must build the triumphal areh of their glo-
ry, and open to them the gates of immortality. Above all,
admire and revere the great father of our country, whose
heart was the sanctuary of virtue, and his mind the temple
of wisdom. Love and venerate him, as the first of men;
and know, Americans, that the world envy us that man,
more than our freedom and happiness; for all have heard
the name of Washington; but who, except Americans, ecan
conceive the blessings, which Americans enjoy!

Let not the clamors of faction deafen you to the voice of
your country, nor the duties of the citizen yiteld to the in
terest of the mdividual. Letnot the dissensions of party
cherish the spirit of ambition, by substituting the principles
of one for the principles of all: nor lead to political idolatry,
and thence todespotism, by converting the representative
of the pcople’s power, into the master of the people’s rizhts.
Imitate, therefore, your ancestors, who taught by their ex-
ample, that death 1s the only equivalent for freedom, and
that virtue and wmoderation, can alone ensure union
in war, and prosperity in peace. But, if you neglect
the salutary counsels of wisdom and experience, already
may you tremble at the ruin, that awaits you. Think not
that you can never become a corrupt people, the mercena, .
ries of a demagogue, or the slaves of a tyrant. Rome was
once powerful, happy, and free. Had the Roman then
been told, that the charter of her freedom, and the crown
of her glory, should be trampled in the dust, by the unhal-
lowed foot of ambition, how would his eye have flashed with
indignation, and the sword of vengeance have glistened in
the descending hand of the incensed patriot ! Whilst, how-
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ever, you consult your own interests, think of .the glory and
usefuluness of your forefathers ; think of the ties, which bind
you to your descendants, and of the misery and degradation
of the mass of mankind. Think of what you owe to them, and
know that yeur duties are exteusive as the world, commen-
surate with the privileges of human nature, and sanctified
by the warnings and instructions of the Christian Scriptures.
They have claims, which you cannot, you dare not disregard.
They entreat you in the pathetic eloquence of persuasion :
they urge you in the forcible language of remonstrance :
they adjure you in the accents of despair, by the vengeance
of Heaven, and the curses of posterity, not to betray so
sacred a charge. To you are entrusted not merely the
liberty and glory of America, but the rights of man, and the
welfare of future ages. You alone enjoy genuine happi-
ness, and genuine freedom ; and you are the chosen race,
whose example shall yet arouse the sleeping genius of na-
tions, to unsheath the sword of reformation, and grasp the
giant sceptre of independence. Think not, then, that we
are to be the only great and independent nation in America.
Rather behold with the keen eye of anticipation, new revo-
lutions taking place, other nations springing to light, and
knowledge and freedom universally diffused. Behold the
submissive spirit of the Colony, then exchanged for the bold
and enterprising character of an independent people. Behold
the white sails of commerce swelling in every breeze, and
reflected from every wave; the gilded spire, the marble
portico, and the splendid edifice, rising in the desert, and
brighteniug amid the gloom of surrounding woods. Behold
the vast surface of South America, now one boundless ex-
panse of hills and forests, then diversified with flourishing ci-
ties and cultivated plains. Behold the spirit of improve-
ment gradually advancing from the shores of the ocean, le-
velling the woods, clearing the vallies, and scattering the
golden harvest, and the purple fruits of autumn, over the
sides and summits of the mountains. Hear the confused
noise of the busy multitude, gathering on the shore, and roll-

ing along the Amazon and La Plata, its deepening echoe®
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even to the cliffs and vallies of the Andes. Hear the voice
of religion hymning the praise of God in the wilderness, and -
the cottager joining in the general anthem of praise and gra-
titude. Hear the midnight song of the mariner, resounding
on every wave ; and the rustic strains of the shepherd, float-
ing in the breeze, ona thousand hills. Hear poetry describe
the greatness and benevolence of God, in the sublimity and
beauty of this New World : and eloquence plead for the
rights of man, the glory of nations, and the happiness of uni-
versal nature. '

Under obligations so sacred, with prospects so bright, ean
you, Americans, be deaf to the voice of posterity, and of
mankind ¢ Can you, as individuals, but be virtuous, when all
must suffer for the vices and follies of one ? Can you, as
fellow citizens, be otherwise than united, whilst you behold
the gigantic genius of faction, grasping the pillars of free-
erm, and preparing to shake the temple of national happiness
intoruins ! Can you, as the only free and independent na-
tion on earth, be regardless of the admonitions of experi-
ence, the veice of Heaven, the rights of your descendants,
and the claims of future ages ’—Great, happy, and free,
what wish would you form ? what prayer could you utter 2
What wish ? but that the world may yet taste the blessings,
which Americans enjoy : What prayer ¢ but that ours may
be the last republic on earth, or the centre of UNIVERSAL

KNOWLEDGE, UNIVERSAL HAPPINESS, AND
UNIVERSAL FREEDOM.




