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ORATIO N

— D} P

YOU are convened, on this feftive day, to cele~
brate one of the greateft events which ever graced
the annals of hiftory. The remembrance of it
muft always prove peculiarly dear to you, as you
were the inftruments of this extraordinary achieve-
ment. If the perufal of the brave ref fta \ce, which
other nations have made to the infolence and con-
tumely of oppreflion, fills the refle€ting mind with
leafure, how much more dellghtful muft your
fenfations be, fince your own exertions have pro«
cured your nation fo diftinguifhed a page in the
chronicles of the world.

The {ubje&t upon which Iam to addrefs you this
dav, prefents nothing new by which your atten-
tion might be captlvated but on fuch an aufpi-
cioas occafion, I need oanly remind vou of thofe
events, which, though paft, can never fade in your
recolleftions, and which will alwavs excite the
fineft feelings of your hearts. Various as were
the events of our warfare, yet from the long con-
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tinuance of peace, and this annual commemora-
tion throughout all the fiates of the union, there
is no faét of importance but what has been already
occupied, nor do any of the leaft material remain
untouched by fome mafterly hand But to you
this fubjett can never be indifferent, for the reci-
tal of paft dangers will ever be received with tranf-
port, efpecially fince you are in the full enjoyment
of that objell, to attain which, alone, could juftify
the perils you encountered.

Your gratitude has been juft difplaved in the
offerings of your praifes and thank{zivings to
that Almighty Power, who led you fafely through
the tempeft of war: Your minds will thercfore
be better prepared to atk for a continuance of his
favors, to renew before him, in this hallowed fane,
the engagements you owe to your country, and
to fanctify your mutual pledge of guarding thofe
facred rights with which he has entrufted you.

* With a difpofition on your parts fo prepared
and fo propitious, there will be no need to exert
the arts of oratory to roufz your paffions, or to
pra&ife its more fedultive influence on your un-
fufpetling hearts. The recollettion of the day,
and of its grateful refult, fufficiently commands
your attention.

T fhall pafs over the origin of the war, as many
of you who are now prefent. were contemporaries
with its rife, and thofe who have been born since,
can read the fiim{y and unjuft pretences upon
which it was declared. The recapitulation of it
could be attended but with one good effcét, and
that is, to revive in vour minds, and to imprefs on
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thofe of the rifing generation, the neceﬁity of 0
pofing the leaft fymptom prophetlc of encroacg
ment upon the liberties you enjoy. A&ing upon
this principle, you attained the moft valuable po-
litical blefling which Heaven can befiow.

When it was afcertained, that the mother coun-

try had refolved on hoftile “and coercive meafures,
that empire of affeCtionate opinion which you had
fo long and fo pioufly fofiered in her favor, and
which it is fo difficulf to fubvert, fell like en-
chantment.  You faw the dangers which threat-
ened, and the deftruflion preparing for your
country. The great objett was how to repel the
invafion and avert the ruin ; which the refponfive
voice of your citizens declared to be attainable
but by well direCtéd counfels, and by a prompt
and firenuous oppofition inarms. You renounc-
ed the idea of adopting any ftep either degrradmg
or inglorious, and difdiined to make a facrifice
of any principle which could mark your conduét
with ignominy or pufillanimity. You forefaw
that the public weal could only be fecured by in-
dividual exertion, and therefore prepared to enter
into this dreadful coanflift, by difcarding all the
felfifh and interefted propentfities of the human
heart, which neutralize the praflice of the moft
noble virtues. You felt a generous pr;de of
country, and vied with each other in thofe per-
fonal facrifices which prove a magnanimity of
foul. You refolved that no human means, no
perfevering exertions should be wanting on your
parts, to quicken, organize and invigorate a
national fpirit ; a fpmt which was to be invinciblé
but by death. A3
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~ The collefted wifdom of your fiatefmen was
exertcd to rivet fafi thefe opinions, and to mfpne
you with a juft abhorrence of the illegal attempts
which the Britith parliament were ma‘unv unon
your liberties. But there was no prefling occation
for them to endeavour to excite a fuperior zeal,
for vou frequently outfiripped the recommenda-
tions of your leaders, and commenced with them
a {yflem of rivalry. The competition was moft
honorable; for it confifted in the manly proofs of
attachment to country, in the braving and over-
coming the difficulties of your ref peéhve fituations,
in obtaining public confidence by meriting
public approbatiqn, and in rendering yourfelves
worthy of ranking with the brav eft affertors of
liberty, who ever contended for fo ineftimable
prize. A€tive meafures of refiftance were quick-
ly reforted to ; but you, who were catechumens
in the myfteries of war, what had you to oppofe
to the formidable hoft of your invaders? Your
bare, but determined bofoms. Thefe you pre-
fented as the irvefiftible front of 2 people who had
refolved to be free. You had no other fhield of
defence at firft ; for your arfenals and magazmeq
were in the hands of your enemy. But having
minds to conceive, and heads to digeft, hearts to
animate, and hands to execute, you were foon
furnished with fuch means as erabled you to drive
the enemy from your port.

Sons of Carolina! let vour country be ever
vour boaft. Be proud of the exemplary exertions
and honoral le fpirit, which fhe has always dif-
played; for no flate in the Union was more fops
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ward in the determined attitude fhe affumed for
war, none {urpaffed her in the excellence of her
achievements, in the voluntary advances th> made
of hertreafures, or in the prodigality with which her
beft blood was {pilt. Although fhe was diftrated
by domeftic diffentions, embofomed with faithlefs
- citizens, and concentered with a {pecies of popu-
lation whofe dependent ftate might create a merci-
lefs revenge,and whofe defpondence might tempt
them, in imitation of their mafters, to throw down
the gauntlet of defiance, the was never appalled.
Wheneveropportunities were offered, fhe fignaliz-
ed the patriotifm of her citizens, and the bravery of
her troops. Let the prifon-fhips in your harbour,
and the town of Auguftine, declare. the one; and
let the fuccefsful altions of Fort Moultiie and
Beaufort, the viftories of the Cowpens, and the
Eutaws, the no lefs brilliant attacks on Stono and
Savannah, with the long protrafted defence of this
city, glorify the other.

~ Some of the molt illuftrious military charater~
denounced the defence of Fort Moultrie, and
preditted difgrace .attendant on that meafure.
Experience had difcovered that land-batteries
could not effeCtually refift the artillery of the Brit-
ith navy, it was therefore confidered as a delibe-
rate f{acrifice of men, fince the contefl muft be
unequal, full of peril, and fruitlefs. But foidiers,
who had juft enlifted under the banners of liberty,
divorced thefe cold-hearted calculations of mili-
tary prudence, and queftioned {uch caution as the
offipring of an equivocal diffidence. They dis-
dained to retreat, notwithftanding their means of
defence were in the moft unfinithed fiate; and

A 4
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they greatly dared, alihough apparently futround-
ed with inextricable danger, to lay a foundation
of fouthiern glory, There are cccafions in warhke
exploits, when even temerity is commendable,
Such, I will be bold to fay, was the prefent. A
retreat would have offered to the enemy the ready
pofleflion of your town; all the calamities you
fuffered afterwards, under your capitulation, would
have been anticipated, and aggravated if p-sssble ;
the opportunity which was now given of proving
whether you deferved that freedom for which you
had juft entered the lifs, would have been loft,
and the faireft buds of your political childhood
blafted perhaps for ever. Your gallant ardor
goinife'd to a hi her deftiny. The trophies of

unker's-hillroufcd yovr proud-minded emulation,
and prompted a noble zeal to preferve, untarnithed,
your firft fieps in military life. You hoped, that
as the defigns of the prud)ént were fometimes dif-
appointed and confounded, that thofe of your rath
confidence, but venial inexperience, might be at-
tended with fuccefs. You, therefore, {pontane-
oufly incurred the Razard, Your triumph pro-
claimed to your admiring countrymen,an example
which fhould attra€t their attention, command the
approbation of your fellow-foldiers, and imprefs
your enemy wiih at }caft relpe?, if not with awe
and apprehenfion, The God of batiics finited on
your infant proweft, crowning with fuccefs your
daring attempt, and the bright Seraphim cf truth,
confecrated to record the events of your new
dynafily, flamped the fair charaélers of vi€tory o
the indeflrutible volumes of time,
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Siich was the refult of the attack on Fort-
Moultrie. This hazardous enterprize, fo {atisfac--
torily achieved, animated you to purfue the ling
of féfiftance, which you had le lately adopted,
and fufcinated you with the hope, that as the enes
my had twice* been obligéd to quit your port, he
would never return. It peinted moreover, to a
firm réljghce on the invifible arm of that Ommpo-
tent Agent,who had fo lately given you the vigo- |
1y oveér an enemy, who was at that time formidable
to all the world.

If thé Grecks have obfained fo much credit by
the alacrity with which they refolved to oppofe
their barbarian enemy, and by their fubfequent
conduct in defeating them, how much more ap-
plaufe ought to be beftowed on you. They were
ideed, as you were, fighting for their country and
their country’s liberty. They, a fmall and weak
nation, were to contend with the moft powerful
monarch of thatday; fo werc you. Thefecurity
of their deareft interefts was to be the reward of
their fuccefsful refiftance ; you expetied the fame
meed. But they were about to engage a foreign.
nation towards whom they had long and willingly
éntertained the moft inveteraie hatred : You were -
compelled to receive into your bofoms the {words -
~of your deareft friends. They had been many

years apprized of the ruthlefs defigns which the
Perfian had been maturing againft them, and were
of courfe prepared to meet their mercilefs invad-
ers: Some faint rays of hope, fome feeble glim-
merings of reconciliation had difarmed your

®In i775 and 1776,
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minds and enervated your exertions. The Greeks
were ftrong in their national unanimity : Caroli-
nians, divided by intefiine difcord, and confe-
quently weak. They had always held the barba-
rians in contempt : But you knew and refpected
the courage of your foe. You were to cope with
thofe who had not yet attained the .political ze-
nith of their glory: But they were to refift a
people who were faft declining towards the do-
tige of their empire. Their armies were to en-
gage a people effeminate and heartlefs: Yours
the proud viftors of the world. They were to
contend with a multitudinous horde of flaves:
You with the difciplined troops of the braveft
nation of freemen on the globe. They were en-
couraged by the commanding voice of their
chiefs, who led them on to lory You were dif-
countenanced by the dlf‘lppl obation of your gen-
eral *

If the exploits of thofe men have never been
celekrated in any meafure equal to their merits,
as they have {o modefily declared, notwithftand-
ing their poets and hiftorians have lavithed un-
bound:d encomiums on their many aflions, and
mexr crators have confumed years to emblazon

theirbravery,how can I, in raifing my feeble voice,
do you that juftice which youdeferve. I can but
pre! ent you with the language of fimplicity, with

tae tale of truth. Itruﬁ however, although my

* It is very well known that Major General Lee, the Com-
mander in Chief, endeavered to imprefs a beiief that the Fort
was indefcifible, and withed much to have withdrawn thc

t;oops.
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ftyle be lefs elegant and refined tian theirs, and
my fentiments habited in a lefs artificial drefs,
than the celebrity of the occafion requires, that,
as your hearts are beating in unifon with mine,
my endeavours will be propitioufly received.
The enemy, though difcomfited and retreating,
were not vanquithed : They returned once more
to.invade your peaceful fhores. You were again
called upon to defend your native city, which
you obeyed with promptitude, and with the
ftrongeft aflurances of again raifing the trophies
of vi€tory. The total defeat which the enemy
had fuffered at Fort-Moultrie, infpired you with™
towering hopes, and the fuccefsful oppofition
which they had made in their lines' at Stono and
Savannah, afforded you the beft grounded expec-
tations of a defence at leaft equal to theirs. For-
tified with fuch examples, there was not af{oldier
in vour army who not only expefled, but who
wifhed, that the enemy would affault your unfin-
ithed works: But they were difappointed. Your
foe prudently and refpetfully began the formal
fiege of your town, difplayed before your field
lines his three parallels, with the technical accu-
racy of a pompous oftentation, and per{everingly
continued hisapproaches by {uch flow and ulmoft
imperceptible degrees, that he confumed forty-
two days in effeCting a furrender thereof. W hen
you were reduced to afew days provifions and to
about only twenty rounds of fhot to each of your
gups, he very gladly granted you a cap:tulation
upon honorable terms. And to fuch you were
entitled ; for your enemy confifted of more than
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double your numbeb, had lately obtained over
you two fignal tijumphs, and had, always, unwor-
thily affected to debale you in eflimaiion. But
by such a d:fence, he was again convinced, that you
were no defp’ cable opponent.

To whom then is the honor due? To thofe
who believed thev were ﬁghmw with recreants,
énd would thersfore have an eafy vitory; or to
you, who expetted to cope w1th a brave and for-
midable army, fluthed with repéated fucceflés
To thofe, who with fuch fuperior numbers might
choofe their point of attack, on an extended hne
of above two mil>s, or to yvou who were obliged |
to be pr°pared with fo fmall a body of troops to
refift an affault in every place? To thofe Wwho
were rioting on the rich produflions of your
éountry, or 10 you who were reduccd to want the
common neceffaries of life ? I will not reproach
the encmy for want of {pirit and vigour upon
this occafion, becaule he afforded you {o good zn
opportunity of difcovering other talents, which
1tis fomatimes neceflary to pméhce in war. Your
valour and contempt (}Fdanou had bheen already
proved, and it pleafed the mwnty Controller of
human aftions to permit you to increafe yom
juftly carned fame by this trial of your patxence
and perfeverance under difficulties. You loft,

Is true, your town, but you preferved the dearef
Trize, your honor.

In confequence of the capitulation of your
capit:l, the whole flate was overrun by the 1n-
vad rsarny, and every fpecies of contumely and
injury was practifed upon your defencelels citi-
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zens. Whom did they fpare? Whofe fiation
was [o obicure as to ])rott& him from fuflering ?
Or who was fo diftinguiised by his pullic f: rvices
who did not fhare in the gencral calimity ? Who
was not banifhed or imprifoned? What infults
were pot offered to the aged ? What cutrages to
the weak? Whofe eftate was not fequeliered, oy
whofe property wasnot plundired ? |
~ But your citizens nevcr defpaired of the pub-
lic liberty, and colle€ting in (mall and d.fultory
bands, furprxfed attacked, or repelled the en-
emy by numﬂou{iy repeated efforts: Until af
th, the alian of the King’s Mountzin, dif-
Pel%d the long impending obicurity with which
your arms had been involved. From that proud
day, you were overpawered with fuccefs, for yoy
never came wiihin fight of the enemy, but it was

a fignal of your triumph, whether it was by dil-

p aying your unexceeded fuffzrings in a tempo-
rary retreat, or by th> martial fplm you exhibited
in thofe aflions in which you were fubfequen:ly
engaged.

To fuch eftett were the powerful faculties of
your citizens applied, that at length your brave,
your formidable, your hitherto invincible enemy
wzs reduced to a ftate of d=fpondence, and re-
nouncing the chimerical delirium of conquering
your country, abandoned vour thores.

Brethren in arms, and {cllow-{oldicrs ! Permit
me to remind vou of the virtuous rivalthip. of
that friendly emulation of excelling in grnerous
deeds, with which we contended It excluded
all jealoufy of fame, and no pleafure was more
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acceptable to aur hearts, than the valorous &x-
ploits ofabrother {oldier. The ftep which you took

on entering into your country’s lervice, was not
an inconfiderate one. You were not ignorant of
the comparative fecurity which would have refuit-
ed from your declining a commiffion, nor of the
danger you mcurredgiy accepting of it. The
danger was preferred; the fecurity difdained.
The danger was honorable, the fecurity bafe. The
tranfports of your minds muft indeed be great,
fince you are now exhibiting the enviable fpetia-
cle of foldiers, returned: to the bofom of their
country as citizens, and that you are not only
enjoying the fruits of your ations,- but that you
fee fo many of your fellow-citizens made happy
thereby. Shall I not then congratulate you upon
the return of this important day, and remind you
of the enterprifes yon were engaged in, the la-
bors you underwent, the dangers you risqued?
That you declined none of thefe to acquire honor
during your lives, or zlory to your memories if
you perifhed in battle # Shall the cold tongue of
a falfe delicacy fupprefs thefe effufions of my
heart, or withhola froin thofe brave martyrs who
fell iu our confliét, the declaration of a brother
officer, that they fank to reft amidft the blefiings
of their compatriots. But ii would not become
me, dear as you arz t> me, and dearer ftill by
being the few f(urvivurs of our companions in
arms, to illuftrate your merits, or enrol vour
names with the benefafor: of your country.
Your fellow-citizens will immortalize wour fame
in the grateful charalters imprefled ~on their

——
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hearts. Your greateft glory is a modeft and re-
ferved filence on paft fervices. |
Youths of Carolina! If any thing I have faid,
this day, thall infpire your hearts, and awaken the
fenfibilities of your fouls, if the incenfe of a well
deferved praife be- congenial - to :your artlefs
minds, if love of country predominate in your
affe€tions, and the chivalrous {pirit-of encounter-
ing danger, prompt you to the field, prepare to -
merit, whenever you inall be called upon, and
which from prefent appearances* cannot,
ought not to be-much longer delayed, the re-
wards of your patriotifmrand your courage: The
good models which our tonteft has prefented
to you, cannot fail to throw a lufire upon fuch
precepts, and infufe into your youthul fouls the
glow of generous emulation. They point out to
your lively imaginations the road to eminence,
and the proofs which they afford of the fuccefsful
efforts of your anceftors, will animate you to be
diftinguithed in fo honorablea career. He, whofe
heart thrills not at the voice of praife, will never
endeavor to deferve it. Suffer not the trite and
fpeculative maxim, that the paths of glory lead
but to the grave, to enchain your energics; for
when you fhall have fallen in the ficld of battle,
in the fervice of your country, that {park of ce-
leftial fire which animated your frames, fha}l raife
you from the duft, and fhall acquire you everlaft-

* The newsof the barbarous and outrageous attack made by
the Leopard, Britifh fhip of war, on the Chefapeake, one of

the armed veflels of the Uniteq otates, had been received the
day before.
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ing life in the embalming memeries of yaur
countrymen. *Behold, over your heads, the monuy:
ments of friends who died in your glorious eause,
and look where the upheaved sod marks the moul-
dering remains of oyr brethren. Believe me, my
young friends, that fuch a death has no terrors
to the brave ; and that thefe who fall by fuch an
g:a{Iy fate, might juftly be envied by their youth,
ful aflociates: By thofe who l'kewife perithed,
pot in the tented field of honor, but on the bed
of ficknefs ; not cheered with the fhouts of vie-
tory, but difmayed hy the groans of relatives;
pot by a publi¢ facrifice on the fhrine of glory,
pbut without a confli€t, and without renown.
Cherith, then, the fame patriotic ardor which
your progenitors have difplayed, maintain the
Jufire which they have diffufed on your infant
republic, and tranfmit it undiminifhed to the
heirs of your magnanimity. They, encouraged
by fuch a {ucceffion of meritorious and glorious
fervices, will, in their turn, pour out to you the
bleflings of their thankful hearts. But thefe are
not the only fruits to which you will be entitled.
To whatever wayward ftate your fortune in war
inay reduce you, behold around you the infant

* Monuments ere@ed in St. Philip’s Church to Major Ben-
jamin Huger, and Major Philip Neyle, both of whom were
killed during the fiege of Charlefton, and feveral of the other
officers are.buried in this cemetery,-among whom are Col.
Parker of the Virginia line, Capt ‘Thomas Monlirie, of the
Second Reégiment, and Capt, William Mitchell, Capt. Gil-
bank, Capt. Templeton, all of the Continental Artillery of
this ftate, and Mr. Richard Lord, who was a volunteer with
themv )
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rofes which will pillow your fufferings, the cher-
ub fmiles which will chace defpondence from
your hearts, and thofe fairy hands which fhall
thereafter blefs you with domeitic peace.
Incomparable Women ! Though ruin and def-
olation pervaded your countiry, and thofe to
whom you were bound by the deareft ties were
infulted, outraged and imprifoned, ftill you re-
mained firm and undifmayed in the confcientious
difcharge of your duty. Though furrounded by
dangers, your modeft deportment proved not
only your greateft ornament, but the trueft guaid
of your virtue. You did not hefitate to difcard
your pleafures and your interefts, your innocent
purfuits, and your fondeft withes, to partake of all
thofe privations to which your fellow-citizens
were reduced. Many of you, who had been rocke
ed in the cradle of affluence, facrificed largely of
thole fuperfluities, which the bounty of Heaven
had beftowed on you, and fubmitted voluntarily
to a comparative poverty. You did not fuffer
yourfelves to be abforbed by your private afflic-
tions, but extended your {fympathetic feelings to
‘a brother’s pain. You were rich in good works ;
for vour exertions in alts of benevolence never
ceafed, and your charitable offerings, mitigating
the baneful effets of war, were daily repeated.
Notwithftanding the difficulties you had to con-
tend with, and the many fcenes of pleafure which
were tempting you from the paths of reftitude,
you never fwerved from the chafte line of pro-
pricty. You fignalized yourfelves in the moft
exemplary manner, by a meeknefs and lowlinefs
B
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of mind, by a humble refignation and cheerful-
nefs, under the bittereft fufferuws Your filent
patience under accumulated misfortunes, was
more difficult to praltice, than braving the dan-
gers of an aCtive and confplcuous fituation, and
your {ufferings were the more meritorious, be-
caufe there was no brilliancy to attract or infatu-
ate your minds. Thefe were thedelightful conftit-
uents of your pure and affe€tionate bofoms: Thefe
were the charms with which you cherithed the
hearts, and {uftained the courage of your opprefl-
ed countrymen. Thefe the blandifhments with
which you fafcinated their {enics, and revived
their drooping {pirits. You, captive indeed
yourlelves, led captive the whole train of moral
virtues, and have fet an illufirious example to
.your daughters, by which they will fee how the
- weaknefles and infirmities of their natures may be
fublimed. You have fhewn them, that if their
countrymen fhould hereafter embark in another
-great {truggle, in an undertaking as noble as the
paft, they muft be their affeCtionate fupport, and
impart tc them that cheeriulnefs and thofe con-
- 1olations, which no reverfes of fortune can ever
deprels, or ever deprive them of. You are now
receiving that tribute which is your due; and
you will hercafter receive a greater reward, when
- thele lovely {cions of your virtuous p1mc1p1e<~
fhall grow up in the chafte paths of life, fhall
’ﬂourlfh uninjur d by the rude blafts of tempta-
tion, and arrive at the fulnefs of perfection, in
the performance ol their fexual duties. Whilit
the dau_hters of Carolina fhall remain virtuous,
her fons will ever prove valprous.
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It would be unpardonable, Brother Soldiers
and Fellow Citizens, if, on this eventful day, I
fhould omit to mention the Great, thé Good
Wath ngton.  Every panegyric is a declaration
of the triumph of virtue; but the jources of his
are inexhauftible:  whether I thould review the
iplendid theatre of his military life, or the advan-
tages refulting to his country fiom his ufeful, but
lefs brilliant condué as vour Chief Magifirate.
But let us not confid:r what honors thould en-
fhrine his 1mporiant fervices; for tohim, in the
bofoms of Americans is erefted a temple of glory,
which no eloquence caa ever embellith, which no
time can ever de‘iroy.

Were I to take a view of all the iilufirious
events wiich happen:d in our warfare, I thould
e(ceed the limits of your patience. They would

ake years to compole, and months to deliver.
Ihav therefore feletted only a few prominent
features of \oir local hiitory, in which you will
feel a more lively intcrel; and I have endeav-
oured thence to thew the necellity cfrefifting op-
preflion in the firlt initance, and the importance
to a young naton of dittnguifhing itfelf b
carly deeds of worth; to exemphiy the good
effetls of wildom in council, and bravery in the
ﬁeld, with the f{uccel’ mmh fometimes attends

prudent tem.rity ; to exhibit the value of
eftabmnmw a chiracter of inteptlity. and the
refult of ncrf .verance, under d:ficulties ; to
imprefs on you the micalic ufes of lo't tude in
adverlity, and the viCtorious paticiice uf women,
charatterifiicaily virtuous.
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Citizens of an envied, and of the only republic
of the world ! By fuch pr mcrples, and by fuch
deeds, you now exift as a nation. May you al-
ways have the {pirit of r:lenting the mfults of
any couniry, jultly appreciating the happinefs
you have enjoyed; and may your pcace and
tranquility never be difturbed, but to enhance

the glory of your country.




