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'3
AT a large and refpeflable meeting of Federal Repubr
licans of the Town of Northempton, and various parte of the
County of Hampfbire, aflembled at Col. Cuarmnan’s, on th:
4th of July, 1811, |
Vorep unaniMousLy, That the Committee of Arrange-
ment be 2 Committee to wait upon Mr. Grorce GRENNELL,
jun. and thank him f{or his elegant, national, (piriteay and pairi

etic Oration, this day declivered, upon the Anmtverfary of

American Independence, and requeft of him a copy for th-
prefs.

Atteft—-R. E. NEWCOMB,

Chairman cf the Commilic-
mmw

GENTLEMEN,

ENCOURAGED by the approbation the ¢ Federal
Republicans” have been pleafed to exprefs of my Oration, |
humbly fubmit the copy to yonr difpofal.

With greatelt refpe@,
your obedient fervant,

GLORGLE GRENNELL, Jus
Col, Nswceup, and

Committce of Arrangerient.



AN

ORATION.

TO commemorate the itluftrious events, which
occur in the hitory of our country, may produce the
happielt effelts. So powerful is the aflociation of fen-
timents and feelings, that the coolelt patriotifm muft
quicken into fervour, on the annnal recurrence of that
day which faw America rifc above dependence and op-
preflion, and take her feat among the nations, Con-
templating the high achievments of paft geunerations, we
are apt, in the glow of enthufiafm, to indulge the child-
ith regret that our lot Li«d not been caft in the age that
produced them. "o usitis an age of fuperior virtue
and heroifm.  We make the pafions and the language
employed 1n fuch periods our own; and becoming in
idca the agents, inveft ourfelves with glory.

National pride may become unjuft, intolerant ; but
when affociated with public virtue, is the ftrong guard
of republics.  So long as the annals of a nation bear thie
rccord of great adtions ; it the 1gnoble {piric of rulers,
or an habitude of fervile fubmiflion have not abafed the
charadter of the peeple, this falutary principle will ever
be awakened, in its bel pawer, at their remembrance.,

Hiftery cannot furnifh a palitical event, in itfelf fo
auguft, fo fraught with important confequences, as that
which we are aflembl=d to honor. But if we reft {atis-
fied in the recollcltion of decds of virtue and of glory,
achieved by brave anceftors, without a {folemn concern for
the happinefs of poftenty ; without chertfhing unwafted
the {pirit and the princoples which fecured our country’s
independence, the blefling may fall prematuorely trom

our hands : ancther {cenc may be adted on the broad
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field of experiment and blocd, arduous, fanguinary exd
fatal.

The hiftory of Britifh ufvrpations over the Ameri-
can colonies, would krad to a wide range of emquiry.
It is familiat to you all. ‘The religious intolerance of
the Houfe of Stuart, while it haftened a revolution in
Great-Britain, laid the foundation of an Empire in thig
Weftern hemifphete.  The colonyts were from the firlt
republican.  Attached to rational liberty in all its modes,
and all the rights of man ; made valorous by the multi-
plied obftacles they were doomed to contend agaiaft ;
virtuous from principle, as well as poverty ; induftnous
ard intelbgent,~{uch were tbe people whom the mif-
guided miniftry of Britain attesspted to reduce to abjelt
vaflalage ; fuch were the men who braved the weight
of Britith power.

Without the right of felf-government fo dear to
toe foul of man, he finks from the dignity of his nature
to the arbitrary ufes of another. For this inborn right
Americans contended. They had often felt the abufes
of power; often had capricions wminilters drawn forth
their fpirit3 then yielded before it ; perhaps in tender-
nefs—perhaps in fear, At length the enfis came,. The
defigns of the parent country to flifle the rifing great-
nefs of America ; to draw from her a revenue, which
was to be the price of no folitary privilege, fecured by
the Englifh conftitution, were fully unfolded. Anarbi-
trary principle was not overlooked from the kttlcnefs ot
the application, 'The billows of the occan, and a ripple
on the rivulet will both difcover the courfe of the winds.

The laft refort of opprefled man was feized by the
Americans to redrefs their wrongs.,  Behold theom, ye
who repofe in heedlefs content, on the inhentance, fc-
cured by valor and tranfmitted by virtue ! Behold them,
riiing with fteady fortitude, to reclaim by arms what had
been denied to humbie peiition ; flaking on the iflue,
every thing valuable in life. ‘The noble fpeltacle 1s
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complete, It fwells with the belt difplay of humaa dig-
aity and greataefs. It was the perfe&ion of human
pafion. Let the fpirit that ruled cn that occafion, my
countrymen, never be forgotten,  'While it is cherifhed
in Amcrican bofoms, it will prove the muniticn of liberty ;
—tyrants wiil refpe&t you, and demagagues be awed.

Unlike moft revolutionary firuggles that blacken
the page of hiftory, the American war of independence
prefents no traits, that difhonor the grand purpofe for
which it was undertaken. Adopted with folemn delib-
cration, profecuted with perfevering fortitude, conduéted
by men who would bave honored the brighteft age of
any natton, who would themiclves have flamped (he char-
alter of any country that produced them, it icft the morals
of the people uncontaminated, their principles unchanged.

The toils and dangers encountered by our country-
men in their nuighty contedt, their patience and heroifm,
their viciflitudes of fortune to the glerions ilue, were a
rrateful theme to the patriot mind.  Full often they
L:ave prefented a welcome field for brilliant oratory §o—
the mufe of poetry has difplayed them in epic elesance,
and the mufe of hiftory thall make them immortal,

Bear with me a few moments, while I attempt with
humbie hopes, a brief review of the principles and ob-
jclts which led to our prefent {yltem of Government,
and the principles and policy by which it was conduéted
in the early admuniftrations,  The tranfition from this
interefting theme woukd be almoft irrefiflible, to a view
of the prninaples and policy, which have been purfued
by their fucccflors,

Couflitutions of government, when adopted with.
out violent convulfions, are produced from the fentiments
and manners of the people.  Ditering from this {tan.
dard, they are expofed to mvaftons : mnovations will
weaken their powers, and endanger their exiftence.. To
a philoiophic obferver, it would not be caulc of wonder
that the American people erclled a frame of povern.
ment, like the one under which we live, withont thofe
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civil fpafms which ufually attend fuch evenrs.  Their
opinions, habits and fcelings were ever republican ; re.
publican, not democratic as the term is rationally reeciva
ed. The government they had thrown off was, in its
charalter, temperate but cnergetic,.  Revolution had
rcfined its compofition, and defined its parts, till it aptly
meicd with the temper and charaler of the people.
‘f'rue it is, corrupt miuifters had made it bend to their
ambitious {chemes j~~wicked men have perverted the
dotrines of the pureft religion, to promotc fome diaboli-
cal purpofe ; and we have late feen and felt how cafily
the meit perfe& of human {yflems may be violated, to
anfwer the views of unprincipled men, the Americans
were ot hike the frante revolutionifts cf France, intoxi-
cated with :iic Liberty they knew not how to ufe; but
paffed, with moderate temper, from the government of
the mofl hiberal and mild monarchy in the world, to the
belt regulated republic the world had ever witnefled.

Several independent sunicipabitics fpread over a
wide extent of territory, with diffcrent adeantages of
trade ; in population and {lrength unequal, required a
common bond, to blend, in any degree, the jarring -
terefts of the parts, which would otherwife prove an
abundant fource of {cuds, jcalonfics, and war. A con-
federate form of government was therefore adopted,
which was defigned to prote& the members in the cn.-
joyment of their individual riphts ; unite ther coerpices
and fecare the whole from forcipn dangers.  The pur.
foits of induftry and eanterprize were difimilar, i dif.
fcrent portions of this great domain. To afford to each
part ¢i the union that encouragement which the habits
of the people, or incidental circumftances had rendered
impertant to their profperity, entered deeply into the
views of the framers of this great political charter,

It i1s manifeft from the fitnation of the country;
from the ancient habits of tlie caftern peeple; from their
reafening at the time as well as from the mternal cvi
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dence of the inftrument itfelf, that a defite to eftabliffs
an extenfive forcign commeree, on a fecure and kiberal
bafis, was one leading motive to this great national event.
Pure morals, which may be faid to cxpand into public
virtue, were doubtlefs the congenial principle of this form
of government. But, it was not then difcovered rhat
this principle could not confilt with commercial relations.
1hat was not a time for fpeculators, cconomiits and phi-
lcfophers, by a dath of the pen, to doom to poverty, ig-
norance and barbarifm, the people of a liberal and en-
terprizing natton, It was juitly conceived that trade gave
vigor to all the domeftic arts, If agricalture was " the
{incws of the republic, its lifc-blood was commerece,

Altho’ the conftitution yartook, in a due dearce, of
the demorratic principle,~-fo well diftinguithed and ba-
lanced were the feverai powers, as to promife, i the
opinion of the wifell flatefmen, duration and ftrength,
confiitent with the purcft liberty. ‘The friends of rational
reedom approved and adintred 5 and experience, the teil
of human fyltems, cvinced its perfeltions. Fadtion dared
feebly 8¢ bay againfi ity and the pupils of French p/,.-:fa/aﬂvr,
then in sts fwathesywlone dared doncunce ¥ty as containing
the fulflance with the Jorm of the Englifh conféitution,

It is at all times important, and was never more {o
than at the prefent, to review thofe periods of our hil-
ory, charaltcrized by the wildom, dignity and nrinnefs
of rulers. They fprcad before us leflons, which none
but unprinapled men can read with ucconcarn, the
contemplation raifcs 1 the patriot mind, a2 nungled emo-
tion of manly pride and pentive melancholy.  Tranfient
e the pleafures of the man wa'ling with dilcale, on the
retrefped of his days of glowing heaith and athietic
v,gour j—-memory faddens at the change -

L T

“he turns him, in defpair
“ From things that bave Loy to the thinrs thot are”

I'o look back from this Gd remove 1o the tinies ot
cur inmortal Wafhinoton and Lis smmodiate fucestor,
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wight anfwer the purpofe of philofophic enquiry ; miglit
. furaifh abundant materials for political difquifition ; an
ample ficld of fpeculation on the future fate of our. Em-
pire ; but to us they fpeak in fearful monition:of the
haftening ruin of American liberty. .. ST

The voice of his country called her deliverer from
the retreats of domeftic life and caim philofophy, to lead
in the adminiftration of a government he {o greatly aided
to. eftablith—=to give his country happinefs, as he had al-
- yeady gained her glory. ‘The cvent tranfcended het
{trongeft hopes. So impartialy fo dignified, fo unfwerv-
ingly in the fpirit of the confbitution, was the courfe of this
great man ; fo preeminently wife his maxims of policy,
that the adminifiration and the principles.of Wafhington
will ever be the chart and the compafe of all virtuous
rulers, if indeed that blefling is yet referved for this dif-
honored nation ; and even bad men and demagogues in
power will claim to be his pupils and followers, for fuch
is cver the homage that vice pays to virtue. -

You do all remember the honor, the dignity, -the
-pattiotifm of thole years. .‘Theymark a path in-dur na-
tional hiftory, like the Galaxy in the Heavens, that fhall
carry its light to future ages. The meafures of Wath-
ington were experiment in that region of untried being,
which exalts them to the firft rank of political importance
and puts to the feverelt trial the powers of the direfting
mind. If we view him with his great compatriots, urg-
ing the heavy movements of a new and complicated {yf-
tem agaiolt the. finking fpirit of the times ; againft the
excited elements of faétion, and all the impediments that
foreign. and inteltinc foes could throw in its way, we
cannot withhold that free and full admiration, which we
veferve alone, for wifdom and magoanimity..

If a particular providence is afcribed. to the Deity
over the affairs of men, we cannot refift the convi&ion,
that this conftellation of patriots was planted in our hem.
tfphere to enlighten, to dirett and to fave our country,
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- Anong them was Hamilion, of immirtal memory. O
- ¥Weour country: were grateful to her benefaQors ;—if ail
‘the angry-paffons had not confpired againit cheir glory ;.
how wouold:the name of Hamilton defcend the ftream of
“time, more honored than Philopeemen, more revered than
Anftides! His fpirit has hovered over his country in times
of penl, ungrateful to his name, but humble to his mighty
gentus. His enemies while treading in his footfteps, have
denied their diretor. - The fyftem of public credit and
pational revenue.by him devifed, has formed the faireft
pillar of American greatnefs and will claim the admira.
tion of men, fo long as any thing American is admired.
- Moft of thofe aflociated with Wathington, hiad with
him fought the batdes of their country. - They were re-
publicans ; and fiom their fupport of the Federal confti-
tution, derived a diftinguifhing name. Some indeed
there were of his appointment whofe energies had been
bent with vehemence againft that inftrument, and the
leading meafures of its friends. It could not efcape the
difcernment of that great mafter of the human charaer,
that dangerous men have lefs power of mifchief, when
affocrated with the centinels of liberty, than when left to
fcatter ambiguous tales among the multitude., |
It 13 an undoubted truth, that a republican govern-
ment owes its belt encrgies to. public opinion. The
{peculative proje&ts of an innovating adminiflration may,
tor a while, dazzl: the popular underftanding, may flat-
ter their prejudices ; but they are poifon to the public
mind. Change is remotely dangerous, whether it aim
at the opinions, the habits or the {pirit of the nation.
. Reviewing the adminiftrations of Wafhington and
Adams, we dwell with pleafure on one general refult
which can never be dcemed unimportant to a republic,
notwithftanding the abftra@t nature of the principle.
Thro' all the dithculties to be furmounted by a feeble
and indigent governmeat, in all the crifes of affairs, the
national fpirit was preferved. . It was peculiarly the fpirit
2
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of Americans ; with it was the government imbued ; and
with it will ceafe to refpire’ American liberty, High honor
attended the Aunierican flag, wherever enterprize had
arged it. Good faith and liberal juftice fecared the refpedt
of all nations ; and when thefe cealed to be reciprotated,
the {pirit of the nation was ready to demand them.

Is there in all this period evidence of unjuft partial-
ity towards any government ? None. You have heard
Wathington declare, with patriot enthufiafm, ¢ that in-
veterate antipathies towards particular nations, and paf-
fionate attachments for others fhould be excluded ¢ the
nation whicir indulges towards another an habitual hat-
ved, or an habiteal fondnefs, is in fome degree a flave.”
Who dare aflert that this man ever {werved from the
leffons he taught? His praftice was ever their faireft’
commentary. You have feen his policy in regard to
foreign nations full often exemplified.  In that dark and
perilous time when revolutionary France was waging a
defperate war with Britain and the powers of the conti-
nent, the fympathies of manyin America inclined to ren-
der her that aid which the French monarch had afforded
us in our {truggle for liberty. The wounds of our rev-
olution weré cicatrized ; the public fervour rofe high j=—
the Anti-federal party, who wetre tnen pafiing the chryf-
alis to Jacobinifm, urged the meafure with a frenzy and
outrage unparalelled. Amid this ftorm of paffions, fuf."
ficient to fhake the firmnefs of common minds, he looked
beyond it to the lafting weal of the {tite, and by a procla-
mation of neutrality, withheld his country frony that tre-
mendous vortex, which has {wallowed up fo many pations.

Needlefs it were to multiply proofs of the juftice
and impartiality of the federal adminiftrations towards
foreign powers, Years ot undifturbed peace and com.
mercial profperity will fpeak their eulogium when we
are pafled away. Commerce was then thought worth
the protefltion of the country : not by the ignoble mode
of retiring from the ocean ; but by the a&tive powers of

s
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the nation.. Nature was not forced, nor ¢common fenfe
inf{ulted, by a wrong-headed fcheme of reftraints, ablior-
rent to the proud feelings of Americans. Embargoed
were not perverted from their ancient ufe to prefetve;
what cowardice durft not defend.

- Would you afk, what may be remarked during
this period, that evinces virtue and wifdom of the higheft
order ? You have feen commerce prote&ted ; the confw
ficn and bankruprcy of the treafury give place to order,
wealth and revenue.  You bave feen the national honor
preferved ; the national fpirit cherithed ; and the gov-
crnment adminiftered in the {pirit of the great chartes
of our rights and privileges : in a word; you have {een
the American people enjoying peace at home ; corh.
manding refpeét abreoad, and cultivating a friendly, not
an entangling alliance, with all the civilized and favage
world. | -

So bright the future profpe&s of America, her ftate
fo dignified and fair, Europe confefled what at firft was
deemed problematical, that fhe was worthy of the inde.
pendence fhe had gained. And {carce wili it gain credit
with after ages, that innovation fhould fo foon threaten
to fweep away the fruits of fo much valor, toil and virtue.
But it will be read that this is the era of experiment;
anomalies and fpeculation. It will feem that

¢ "The moon had come more near the earth than fhe was wont,
““« And made men mad.? e————

France, bloody, treacherous, unprincipled I'rance !
What does fhe not owe to America, to humanity and to
juftice 7 While fhe appeared to be overturning the f{yf-
tem of tyranny with which fhe had been fo long op-
prefled, every friend to liberty ardently wifhed fuccefs to
her ftruggle; every friend to humanity devoutly prayed
that ages of frecdom might be the reward of the blood
fhe fpilé.  But her revolutionifts were tyrants, and her
new fyilems were the Utopias of infidels and philofo-
phifts, America has revoiutionized France, and fhe in
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her turn America. Never did a Muffulman claim more
merit from a martyrdom to the principles of:his propivet,:
than -did . the jacobins of America to the abominable
dod&irines of French philofophy. .

Our country has not yet forgot the events of thofe
times ; thofe principles we fhall never forget. They are
in our books, in our flatutes, in our governmen? ;. they
are mingled with all our paflions. They fheck tie
government while Wathington was at the helm, moit
fearfully. Adams, at length fell before them. Adams!
¢¢ he-had done the ftate fome fervice.”” We review his
political . meafures with fatisfaltion. They were approved
of Walhington. Poor old man! the fport, alike of for-
tunc and of paffion. Could Hamilton fpeal from the
tomb; he would pity and forgive thee :~~Wicked men
have played upon thy datage, -

1 have faid that France had revolutionized Amenca.
It was not a fanguinary fcene, that was alted. It was a
radical change, wrought in the moral temper of the peo-
ple. . -A new train of reafoning on moral and political
{fubjefls, a loofening of principle was effeéted, which, for
a time, threatened: the focial and political ftate.  The
pupils of the French fchool, (and they were abundant
cnough for great mifchicfs) {eemed to fuppofe that
whatever bore the traces o} age, muft be abule, muft be
tyranny ; all that appeared Koglith was in their view
corruption, ‘The erergics of our goverement impofed
on man reftraints he was not born to endage ; focicty
fhould be as level as the lake,

It is beyond our objet to enter into an examina-
tion of French principles, or to trace their progrefs in
America thro’ all their modes. It is the peculiar nature
of faltion to alfume various names or language, accord-
ing to the pofture of cvents; and fo verfatile js public
opinion, when diverted from 1its wonted channel, that
fcarcc any thiing is too ablurd for its adoption, if it pot-
fefs the charm of noveliy. The enemics of our conft:-
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tution drank down thefe principles like nefar. They
were in general, afpiring, reftlefs, fa &ious, difcontented,
difappointed men : forming together a band, that for
defperate hopes and dark views, might have cutrivalled
the followers of the csiled fon of Jefle at the cave Adul-
lam. They told the people, their government was ap-
proximating to the odious forms of Britain. The well
carned popularity of Wathington was made the fubje&
of alarm for the fafety of their libertics. Adams was
put to the torture of a licentious prefs, yielded and fell.
'The avarice of men faw with jaundiced vifion, in a fyftem
of revenuc adequate to the times, wafte and oppreflion.
A plan of dcfence, was to prove an incentive to war or
the germ of tyranny.—Men whofe fervices have ag-
grandized their country, and fecured her happinefs for
late pofterity, hold the public favor by a frail tenure,
when- unprincipled demagegues fhall point the popular
jealoufy to the lofty viftims.

When the confidence of the people is detached from
one fet of men, where fhall it falten ? where but on thofe,
who:profefs better views, and prefent more dazzling ob-
jeéts for popular cupidity ? Itis a truih, to which hiltory
will do juitice, that the opinions, and principles derived
from France have given a lalting direétion to the fenti-
ments and reafoning of the American people, foreign to
the fpirit of the conflitution, foreign to the fpirit of the
American rcvolution.

Paffing the climax of impofition by which a change
was cffefted, it may not be unprofitable to examine the
nature of the principles, and the policy purfued by the
adminiftrations fince the year 1801, It is needlefs far-
ther to review the aufpices under which the party came
mto power.  The revolution that brought them forth,
was grcater than eafy men may be aware. It poitersty
arc not more deeply imprefled with its magnitude than
we are, happy indeed will be our deception ; the nation
inay yet he fate 5 and you, my countyvimnen, will go down
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to after-time as the fomenters of jealouly and falfe alaim,
ar the zealous, but mifguided centincels of your country’s
rights. The labors of Pickering and the eloquence of
Ames, will concern the world as much as thiey do their
COUDUY- : : |

While we allow the pofition, that peace is the policy
of the Unitcd States, we contend in the language of
Wathington, that to preferve it, we muft be prepared
for war. Peace has a thoufand charms, and is doubtlefs
the condition of nature ; but fhort-fighted men will not.
tefle@ that it may be purfued in a way, dire@ly, tho'
perhaps remotely to produce war, and a war of the worlt
kind. Is there not danger that a reliance on this broad
principle, may flific shat fpirit of national honor, which
is the great bulwark of our rights, and which alone can
{ccure the bleflings of peace !

The maxim is as old as the Athenian Phocion ; and
has been followed by the greater Walhington with emi-
nent fuccefs. . Has it not been facrificed to a fervile,
profitlefs, deceptive fyftem of economy ?

The early oppofition, to the conftrudtion of a navy
to compel the Barbary powers to refpeét our flag; the
uproar of fattion, when the facred rights of the nation

required the array of arms againft the aggreffions of
France, are not without their weight in developing the
origin of this paflive policy. 1t is a truth that the de-
fenfive plan of the nation has not only been unadvanced
by the party in power ; but as it would feem, in the
Vandal fpirit of the times, they have laid a rude hand
on the {yftem, which was already rifing to importance,
We have thrown afidc our buckler, becaufe we difliked
thie burden.  Cur navy has been fold or difmantled, and
where was the economy ? In a wretched gun-boat ar-
mamcnt, abandoned at length for ineiliciency and ex-
penfe,  Was not the {pirit of the nation fuffered dii-
graccfully to flumber, when our treaty with Spain was
violated, in the occlufion of the port of New-Orleans’
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But fhall we be anfwered,—-it were better to purchafe
peace, than thed iepublican bloed to obtain the boon ?
This were to fit us, by degrees, for the yoke of defpotifm.
‘Who can doubt, that America mignt have faved herfelf
the humiliation "and ignominy which now cover her
charalter, by a manly and commanding pofture of de-
fence ? Relgn a fingle right you poflefs, ont of fear,
and it is 2 pledge for all you bave remaining.

It is not alone the provocations, which this courfe
of policy gives to foreign nations to trample on our rights,
that we have to deprecate. It is nearly allied to a pal-
fion which, for years, hias never ceafed to wound our
deareft interelts, Hofility to commerce. It would be
fruitlefs to enter on the abftraét enquiry of the iofluence
of trade upon national charafter or government. Itisin
the charter of God to the American nation, that we en-
joy the faireft advantages for this fource of weaith and
aggrandizement ; and fuch has been the natural order
of induflry, enterprize and smprovement, that this prof-
fered blefling has become an indefeafidle right. 1n what-
ever relation we view i, we are ready to maintain, that
to deltroy it, is wfurpation and the worf? of tyranny. Can
any man doubt, that the fecurity of commerce was a prime
motive with the Laftern States, to the Federal compadt ?
‘The genius of the propie had extended trade to all feas.
How have we feen thefe hopes and thefe interelts blafted
by impolicy, weaknefs and cold-bearted philofopiry !

In other times, a naval armament was thought a fair
commutation with the trading {tates, for the revenue they
poured into the treafury : but we have feen its tate. Had
government been content to leave commerce without this
protcétion, they might ftill have been forgiven this de-
parturc from the fpirit of the Federal compaét ; but a
fucceflion of meafures, all tending to its utter overthrow,
muft, after the madnefs of the times is paft, rightcoufly
draw on its authors the excerations of an abufed people.

Rulers have told us, their objec& was the fecurity of
our trade. The armies of conquering Fraace, proclaimed
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te the free and happy and independent nations of Eutope;
that they came to break their chains ; then trampled them
to'the duft: Americans have liftened to the fyren mel-
ody of repubtican profeffions, till they have forgotten
their duties, their cares and their liberties,. .
Hoftility to comracreg, in union with a hoft of pal
fions, for which this country weeps, has ever rankled in
the bofom ‘of Thomas fefferfon.  Shall 1 be told, this is
the empty declamation of a furious partizan? It is on
fé*cord-ic lias written a2 book, it has been difplayed,
before your eyes 5 it has invided your towns add your
villages ; it yet hangs like a peftilent fog upon your
mountains. = That man has yet to anfwer to his country,
for her bonors withered, her bleffings wrefied, ber fpirit
debafed, ber union drawn to the verge of fate. 'We pals
his well known opinions full often exprefled againit for-
cign trade ; we pafs his repore, while Secretary of State
on our commercial relations. The fyftem of commercial
reltraints, which began in the dofe of the year 1807,
and has continued in various forms to the prefent moment,
will unfold a truth, that fophiftry and falfehood can never
cover. Fruitlefs were the attempt to review in detail
the circumnftances dttendant on this thrice execrable fyf
tem ; they would fwell to a voluminous journal of errors.
When this portentous era opened, our trade was itnpor-
tant io the nation. Twelve months had elapfed fince
the Emperor of France, from ihe capital of conquered
Pruflia, thundered forth his decree of blackade of. the
Britith ifles.  Qur government had acquisfced, while the
privateers of the tyrant enforced its provifions. Spintlels
remonltrance, and gentle enquiry, had been an{wered
with evafion and artifice, with flagrant infult and menace.
No hopc remained of juftice. The views of the Empe-
ror could not be mifconceived ; he had declared war for
us againft his enemy ; ¢ there fhould be no ncutrals.”
He bad arranged his continental fyftem for * conqiering
the liberties of the feas;” in other linguage for the
overthrow of Britain and the ereion of his own un-
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nighteons feay.  Iwould not affirm that our governmeny,
defigned to favour this monftrous obje&t. ‘The leadiiqg
fadts of the matter have all been difplayed before v oy
artifice, fophifltry and falfe pretence can never * diftort
them. .Onr opinions can ftrike in no middi¢, courfe.
Error in judgment in fuch a crifis, in the midf of fuch
bold fa&s, charhy cdfl never fﬂppﬁfﬂ'. The L admlmﬂm-
tion, pani¢-fruck and wrembling, reforted, 1o a meafure,
novel in Its C:Cﬁgn and Opcraﬁf’ﬂ, dC;:ldlY t~ the n'adc’
the profperity and happinefs of America, as the African
Sirocco to the unheeding traveller, ‘and our country was
thaded with an uniimted Embarrgg. The pcoplc lack
around for the reafons of this meafure.  What danaers,
in the ordmary courfe of events {hguld drive an enter-
prifing and vahant nation frotn the oean? Where flept the
American fpirit that never Shrunk, in clder times ? Alas, it
had already been taught %o do homage to avarice at home,
pitiful and groveling, atd ufurp ation and &yrenny abroad,
- Weneed no oracle to declare shat any aéts of foreign
powers, which can threatery our national fovercignty with
violation, fhould- inftantly put vs in afns,
~ Injuries Kad been $eceived from Great Britaln, in-
cidentally flowing from the war fhe ‘was waging, Bat,
what cotnparifon had thefi borne to the ontrages of
France ? She had ftudied peace with us, on terms confift-
cot with a fair otutrality.  'Was got the right of fearch
as well fettled as it had been for ages ? Was the procla-
mation of the Britith monarch, calling home his fubjedts
to defend his throne, fraughe with mighty danger ¢ The
caufe fay deeper; it would not bear the light,  Hatred
of Britain was more populdr than Ave of Wathington.
8he refted on commerce as the folid column of her power
and greatnefs ; Britaio muft be deftroyed. ,
\Was this fcheme of reftraints defigned for coercicn ?
The pertidious Emperor applauded, haughty Britain del-
pifed it. - At one time, 1t was to be the lever of Arche-
mides, and again the ark of fafety, and Americans, like

3
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Chinefe, were 16 téiire within their Lorders, and like
tiaem fall down before the pagod of their worthip.

- I venture the opiaion, that when the {tory of thefe
times fhall be di{paﬂ_[:onatcly read, this fyftem of com-
mcrcial. reftrittions, viewed in all its forms and all its
modificabons, will be ftamped by the folemn verdi@ of

terity, as flowing from an inveterate antipathy to Eng-

nd and 2 {avile attachment for her enemy. Attach-
ment for France ! What infatuation can feduce an A-
merican mind inte, a love for that polluted nation! She
gained for us, our independence.  Yes, and hefore-the
blefling was well fecured, attempted to blaft the poflef-
fion. Timc has not yet obliviated the veneration of our
jacobins for France, while fhe was feething with fa8lion
and blood ; . while her tvrants were fweeping to deftruc-
tion, all who were ever entitled to the gratitude of A-
mericans, all that was amiable, good and noble in the
nation. The like veneration appears to have diftinguifhed
the fame party while they have had tbe power to prattice
upon it in the high places of ou government. The
who rejoiced at the victories of Bonaparte, the general,
over the republics of Europe, have promoted the defigns
of Bonaparte,the Emperor,againft the only hold of liberty
and virtuc in that portion of the carth and, under Heaven,
“ the world's laft hope, Britain’s faft anchored ifle.”

At length has this fyllem affumed a form which
baffles defcription for isjuftice, oppreflion and alana.
"Tenfold more ruinous is the prefent Law of non-impor-
taticn than Embargo and all its military tyranny, How
docs it harmonize, in deftru&tive effelts, with the decrees
of Napoleon, The legitimate afts of the unfulpeling
merchant in purfuit of an honelt commerce, are by this
unprecedented law made crimes,—himfclf returning to
his native country, who huirbors and proiefts in her bo-
fom the abacdoned of all nations, with the fruits of his
induftry and adventures, to fall a vi&im to extortion, ty-
ranny and prifon ; his property doomed to fwell the

vultarine Jpoils of contemptible fpics and informers,
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But, be not deceived, this is not the extent of the
ruie You have, you mu? have traced, with deepett at-
tention, the caufes which have led to this ftate of things.
A blind, a devoted confidence in the promife of a tyrant,
who has broken alil faith, has thrown this country into a
ftate of moft difgraceful jeopardy. Were it nat madnels
to conclude hiz edilts revoked, when he declares they are
¢ the fundamental law of his empire #** Was nothing
required of the trembling Prefident but to echo the
fallehood of the Emperor? The verieft dolt muft be
convinced, he has {werved from his powers. The decrees
have never ceafed to violate the neutral rights of the
United States. Not a veflel efcapes from his fhores but
gives the melancholy tidings of repeated captures and
condemnations ; not a breeze from his coafts, but 1s la-
den with the fighs of your incarcerated countrymen ; they
are fhot in his dominions, under the mockery of juftice.
Their plundered millions fweli his coffers. And at the
moment we arc_favifbly inhibiting all trade with his en-
emy, are told that this property was feized by way of
reprifal, and the law of reprifal muft govern the affair :
Reprifal for what ? A mere municipal law. The gov-
ernment feem to have inverted the order of things pre-
icribed by the law of May 1810, and impofed the non-
importation againlt England az a precedent condition for
the repeal of the Decrees; thus laying a fairer claim to
his fovz, by an alt of fupercrogation. Did the tyrant
ever utter a clearer truth, than when he pronounced us
to be ¢ without juff political views, without bonor, and
without encrgy ¢ "The trade we are allowed with France
is unworthy of purfuit, tramelled as it is with his reftric.
tions 3 but he J::clarcs, he will favor it, if we conform
(o his decrees @ and under the fling of thele cutrages,
we are yiclding every fhade of fovereignty to his nod ;
we are putting on his harnefs and adopting his fyftem.
I pity the man whofe bofom would not glow like a fur-
nace, at the thought of thele indignities ; but we fhudder
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for the fate of our country, whofe rulers are fpiritlels
cnough to bow fubmiflion and kifs the hand that inflils
them.

Every friend to his country would avoid an entan.
glement with Britain ; but can never rejoice in her over-
throw while fhe is fighting the battles of Chritendom,
‘Why iz friendfhip kept with the tyrant of France { Law-
Jefs and wild is his ambition, he wages war with homanity,
A treaty with him is the froft-work of a night ; it dif-
folves in the firk beam of the morning. Are we lefs
fervile than was Spain, lefs fubmiffive than Pruffia, maore
happy and virtnous than Switzerland ¢ The land of Tell
groans bencath the tyrant’s power; and the land of
Wafhington is verging to the fame doom. En{nared,
dithonored and plundercd by Napoleon ; on the eve of
a war with his enemy, and to buman view, in the bands
of that dread confederacy, confpiring for her ruw, a
happier deftiny is hardly within the reach of hope.
Ages bore the Roman Empire to greatnefs and glory,
and ages again, candulted her declining to her falt, lin-
gering in revicw of brilliant exploits and eminent virtue.
This anticipation is hardly left to cheer the American
patriot. He contemplates the materials preparing of
horrid combuftion, ready to burft and overwhelm his
country, her honors, her greatnefs, her hiftory loft, and
mourned as Herculaneum and Powmpen.

Three years of commercial reftriions full of blun-
ders as they are, are full of important leflons for our
country, One truth is moft clearly demonftrated : foreign
nations are not fo dependent on our commerce as to be
compelied by its reftraints.  Submiffion to one aggref.
fion 1s provoking another ; and it may be repeated by
the fame or a different hand. When a nation fuffers her
fovercignty to be wvaded, fhe that moment forfeits her
right to be neutral.  'The fubmiffton of Depmark to the
demands of France coft her, her navy,  Submiflion to the
Berlin decree has been the origin of our heavielt evils,
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It would require a vait ftretch of faith to be con.
vinced the adminsftration, if thcir views have been the
pureft, have purfued the felid interefls of the nation,
The prefent crifis almoft forbids the hope. Indeed the
party in power, vicwed in their Whole career, difcover a
policy defigned rather to catch the popularity of the day,
than to advance the lafticg welfare of the people. Let
this be borne in mind, It may be proftable to jead us
to the truc reafon of many meafures, otherwie unac-
countable. Their {chemes for regulating commeree have
not been limited by the fpinit of the conftitution. They
have violated the terms of the Federal compact, broken
up the babits itrengthened by ages, and blafted the means
by which thoufands lived. And when thefe meafures
arc viewed, combined with the avowed antipathies of the
afcendant party agamnft Britain, againfll commerce and
thofe who follow it, and in relation to the declarations
and decrees of Napoleon againft the fame objels, our
rulers muft ftand convied before the nation of facrificing
1ts rights, its honor and its dearelt interefts. The judg-
ment of Wathington is againft them thrice involved :—
they bhawe forborne, in time of peace to prepare for war ;
~of England they bave indulzed an habituel batred, and
an habitual fondnefs for France.

The merchant and the huibandman, the mannerand
the woodman have felt the oppreflion ; the rich man has
been defpoiled of his wealth, the poor man of his daily
hread.  Will the men of New-England tamely bear this
invafion of their natural and chartered rights ¢ As well
might you drive them from their cornficlds and their mea-
dows, as from commerce and the ocean. They will main-
tain their rights, peacsably if they can, forcibly if thecy muji.

But while the Eaftern States behold with alarm
their commerce proftrated, their energies parahized ; the
tale of gricvance is {carce half told. The profpeét black-
ens into night when they f{ee their cocight in the confode-
racy {inking to comparative infignificance,—tran{lated to
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{iraugers | A rafh hand has been laid upon the conflitu.
tion in the admiffion into the Union of the Territory of
New-Orleans, that land of political plagues, that colony
. of Frenchmen. . Yes, men of New-England, the fair in-
herjtance, thofe rights ahd privileges for which you and
your fathers fought, for which they marched bare-footed
and bleeding, over the frozen hills of New-Jerley, for
which their- blood did flow at Charle{town and Mon-
mouth, is to be divided with thefe forcigners who know
not your language, your interefts or charadter. . The ex-
patriates of Europe are to {it jn your councils and legif-
late your liberties away.
~ When the fpirit of the conftitution is profaned, what
{ecurity have we of its moft effential provifions? The
danger lies beyond the ordinary refleftion of the people.
The facrednefs of the inftrument refts, it is feared, too
lightly on their minds. In this general apathy may befeen
not the lealt of the dangers that threaten Americanliberty.
~ . Turning from thefe more general concerns to our
{late interefls, are the profpeds fuch as to animate the
Yiopes of freemen ? Is not there the hand of the *¢ incom-
parable Napoleon” poiating our courfe ta the high road
of ruin and fealing our deftinies ¢ The ftate government
muft echo the ads of the general government, who echo
thofe of the bafe-born tyrant. The Executive muft be
fupported, and the people muft wphold the fecret works
of darknefs, or they are branded as rebels.  Our ftate
metropolis, far-famed as the cradle of American liberty,
is denounced by the man. who violently oppofed that
conftitution which regenerated us as a pation and gave
us a pame of higheft renown.

An orderly and peaceable meeting of citizens, 7g
eonfult upon the common good, to cffe@ a conflitutional
change of rulers, with the hope of promoting the public
weal, is denounced as an affemblage plotting difcord, ex-
citing commotion, rebellion and civil war ; becaufe they
dared to a& freely and vote for a berier man than he
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who _thus profcribes them., A vengeance /6 unbridled
in its range for vitims, may alfo enrol curfelves in its
profcriptions, who are here aflembled for the pureft
purpofc that can warm the patriot heart—to commemo-
ratc the principles, which founded our republic ; to honor
the virtues of her mighty dead ; to bear teftimony againft
thole principles and thofe men who are urging her to ruin.
We have heard with lieart-felt (hame and indigna-
tion, the principles of a furious party avowed and de-
fended from the chair of ftate.  Maffachufetts has boafl-
ed Governors of Roman virtues ; but they are difcarded
for the leader of a party who has applied the torch to
the combuftibles of fation ; and Heaven alone, knows
where the flame will abate.  Your Governor defcends
to tell you that you muft harmonize with the general
government ; and the annals of tyranny are unrolled for
maxims of political faith, which Americans have long
fince renounced. The doftrines of governmental infal-
libility, of paflive obedience and nonrefiltance are ref-
cued from the night of oblivion to which they were fall-
ing, and ¢ hung on high to poifon haif mankind.” Pat-
riots, fathers of liberty! is this the voice that, fcarce
onc age ago, demanded the facrifice of your priviliges,
your apinions, and your inborn rights, before the mace of
arbitrary power ¢ Your {tatc Republic is in danger. It
reccived the firflt oftering of your vows, and when the
inordinate ambition of bad men is breaking down your
ftake in the Union, 1t 1s the laft palladium of your rights.
There is a political neccffity above all the parchment bonds
in government : Heaven grant it may not be provoked.
The condition of this country is alarming beyond
example ; well mgh to defpair.  Ten years of mifrule
have nearly overthrown that peerlefs [{ruélurc, which
was cemented by the blood of thoufands of brave men.
We are decrepid even in our yoeuth, We have pafled
from crror to crror 3 {o rapidly has one innovation fol-
Jowed another, and all without reform, that the public
judgment is diftralted ; and loft in party paflions.
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With prief, with horror have we feen the funda-
mental principles of the Federal Union perverted ; the
conflitution repeatedly affailed with a ruthlefs hand ;
the policy and examples of the fathers of our govern.
ment habitually difcarded for French partialitics, and 2p
ignoble paflion for popularity ; the Eaftern fection of
the country nearly funk into Virginian colonies; trade
and revenuc deflroyed ; the Union fhaken ; and at
length, the American rcpubhc about to be facrificed in

an alliance with the moft terrible tyrant tlat cver
fcourged the world.

Thefe arc no mock terrors.  The firlt men in the
nation ; the firlt perhaps of the age have founded the
alarm in the cars of the people. They are regarded
with an apathy equal to treafon.  They begin to defpair
of aroufing them, and view the impending dmgr:r as the
Roman Pliny viewed the volcanic mountain which was
foon to whelm him in eternal ruin.

Dare we Aope the fpirit of 75 yet flumbers in our
hills 2 It may awake in the laft bowr of hopej difplay
the Zipis of Freedom, and in the uanitform of Wafhing-
ton rally the patriot band to fave this finking Empire :
Or in another cvent, if delufion fhall {tili enfhroud the
public mind, and our rul~rs advance in thewr prefent
courfe agdmlt the warnings of reafon, expericnee and
Heaven, an half age may not elcape, ere we fhall groan
i unifon with Switzerland, Hamburg and Holland, and

the American Republic fhall crown the funeral pile ot |
hberty.



