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AN ORATION, &e.

vv ITH hearts filled with

gratitude to the Supreme DPifpofer of events,
who, in the time of our diftrefles and dangers,
ritkued us from the jaws of tyranay, eftablithed
and confirmed our Liberty and Independence,
and gave us a name among the nations of the
earth : Let us, my Friends and Fellow Citizens,
unite in the celebration eof this beloved day.

To fome it may appear idle; nay more,
immoral, to affemble on the occafion. But if
any day in the courfe of the year, merits public
attention (that day hallowed by heaven, and fet
apart by God himfelf, for his peculiar worfhip
alone excepted) this is the very day.
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SuaLL we faft and pray at the opening of
she fpring, or feed time, that the laber of opr
hands and crops may fucceed? Shall we keep a
day of public praife and thank{giving at the
ingathering of our harvefts, and take no notice
of the day on which our liberties and privileges,
both civil and facred commenced? Shall the
birth day of 2 WASHINGTON (meritorious
and deferving as he is) be had in remembrance,
and the day in which a Nation 1s born be loft
in filence and forgotten ? This furcly ought

not to be. Juftice, nay heavegitlelf forbids it.

As we are young, asa nation, gnd ftil]
younger as to our form of civil government,
fome fketches of focial and political dutfs‘,/ with
fome .obfervauons on the probable advancemeng
of literature and increafing happinefs of mage
kind, thall form the prefent entertainmeny.

Taz focial principle in man is of a nature
too expanfive to be confined within the narrow
limits of a family, of friends, or of a nejghbar-
hood. It runs into larger circles, and fonus
focieties and commonwealths.

In thefe, alone, it is, that fome of our
nobleflt and beft affeQions arrive at their bighef}
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_ iprovement and perfe@tion. No objelts, cor.
trefponding to thefe principles, are to be found
in the folitary ftate of nature. There the mo-
tives to a&ion rife no higher than natural love
to one’s children. There family wants engrofs
all the care and attention, and leave no room,
at leaft no exercile, for contemplations and af-
feCtions of a more enlarged kind. The whole
employment is nothing more than one dull
round of providing for animal life. And after
all, fuch is our make and condition in this
world, that unaided by the help of others, with
all our labor and toil, we fhould find but a mif-,
erable fupply of our wants, and a ftill more
miferable fecurity againft wild beafts, angry*and
tempeftuous feafons, and a thoufand other dan.
gers to which we are expofed. But in fociety,
the aids and affiftances men give and receive,
diminifh the labor of each ; and the united
firength and wifdom of the feveral members,
afford fafety and proteftion to the whole body.

MorEeover, the wvarious abjlities, taftes,
and inclinasions to be found amongft men,

adapted to the various occupations and employ-
ntents neceffary to the growth aad profperity of
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fociety,do evidently point to fuch a ftate. Nay,
fome of our beft affe&tions, efpecially the God.
Jikeone of domg good and reﬂ@cing OUr Na.
ture, would be abortive with fuch dire&ions,
Man, therefore, is a focial creature, and a ftate
of {ociety his natural fate.

WHeN aYociety is formed, there arifes 3
fet of focial and political duties: Such as—love
of our country ; fubmiffion to its laws and or.
ders; public fpirit ; love of liberty ; facrifice of
life, and all we have, to our country ; and du.
ties of a fimilar nature.

THe love of our country, is one of the
nobleft paffions that can warm the human heart,
In 1t are included our love to parents and chil.
dren; our love to friends and neighbors ; and
to our fellow citizens and countrymen. It
ought to regulate thofe particular affe&tions, and
keep them within their proper bounds, and
never fuffer them to weaken and impair thofe
higher and better regards we owe to the com.
munity of which we are members. The exer-
cife of this public affetion will warmly intereft
us iR its concerns. We fhall feel ourfelves
under the ftrongelt obligations to maiatain its
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fecurity with the greateft zeal and engagednefs,
efpecially in times of public calamity and dan.
ger. ‘This love of our country is not limited to
that fpot of earth where we received our exift-
ence, tho thefe natural ideas are often hnked
with the moral ones, and help to fix and bend
them. It means an affeCtion to that moral foci.
ety which is under the fame government and
laws with ourfelves; the various parts of which

are properly adjufted and conneted together,
and all combined in one common intereft.

SHouLp the commonwealth fpread over
large tralls of country, it is not probable tha,
every member would be able to comprehend an
intereft fo large. Much lefs would he be able to
Lomprehcnd fuch an intereft where no real coma
monawealth exifts ; which is, and always muft be
the cafe, where all are under the controul and
fubjeét to the capricious humor and will of one
man. Still the earneft defire which moft men
thow of returnirg to their native country, after
long abfence; the toils and hardihips they will
undergo to fave or ferve it; and the love they
bear their country-men, do all clearly fhow the

: B | ¢ :
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paffion to be 2 natural pafhion, and will always
exert itfelf, when difentangled from foreign em-
barraflinents, and painted to its proper objelt.
—The genuine exercife of this public affec.
tion overcomes all felfith confiderations, and
tcaches us courageoufly to [acrifice our beit
friendthips, our gratitude, and love, and care of
our family, to preferve the intereft, and promote
and advance the happinefs and glory of our
country.

Susiission to its laws and orders, is
another of thofe duties, and indifpenfably ne-
ceflary, without which Yociety cannot exift, but
muft foon be cruthed by fome defpot, or fink into
anarchy and confufion. Its happinefs, nay, the
very nature of focicty, demands a fubordination
of orders, and ranks amongh_ its members.
Bome muft be appointed to provide for, and
watch over the public tranquility. All mulk
have their proper duties and offices afligned
them. The arrangement muft be made fo that
no one fhall interfere with-another. QGeneral
rules of action muft be laid down, as diretions
for every one in the difcharge of his duty. All
muit unite in promoting the interelt of the
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whele body. Thofe rules of aétion sre the laws
of the Jand. Thofe diffcrent ranks and orders
include all the citizens from the higheft to the
lg_weﬁ; cla.(s. The conﬁrué_tion, [upcrintﬂldf
ence, and execuuen of the laws, muft be come
mitted to fome, From fuch an arrangement of
things, it becomes the duty of every one to
fubmit to the laws and to the executors .of
them, as to the prefervers of the public peace,
and proteGors of public liberty ; and to main.
tain his own rank, and fulfil the duties of his
own ftation, with ﬁdclity and diligence. Thofe
who are invefted with authority, if they employ
it well, are entitlel to fubmiffion and eftecm
from thofe below them. And again, the lower
orders are entitled to proteition from the high-
er; and all muft fubmit to the laws, for they

are, above all, the final refort, from whence
there lies no appeal.

Pusuie fpirit, and love of liberty, are du-
ties of the Political kind, and do firongly re-
commend thofe who praltife them, to the praife
and admiration of their fellow men. They pro-
ceed from the nebleft minds, and are the grmt:-

oft benefits and bleflings to mankind. High and
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exalted however as thefe virtues are, it is in free
and equal governments alone, where they can be
exercifed in perfeGion. There dlone does a
real Commonwealth exift. There only is the
public good made the rule of the civil Conttitu.
tion. The welfare and happinefs of the citi-
zens is the great end for which fociety is form.
ed. And this end muft be the fupreme law of
the land ; from whence particular rules are to
be drawn, to regulate the alions of the feveral
members towards each other. This common
intereft derives its fource and origin from the™
common reafon and common feelings of the
feveral members in the community. There.
fore, no particular order of men can have a
rizht to make laws, and impofe them on their
Fellow-Citizens, contrary to thole interefts and
thofe féeelings.

Hzxnce alfo it follows, that a real Com-
monwealth, fuch as is here intended, cannot be
a bandittd, combined together for mifchief ;
nor a crew of lawlefs favages; nor herd of
flaves, under the whip and controul of a matter.

—It muft be compofed of Freemen, who are
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eapable of devifing and making their own laws:
Or thould they not be able to meet in a collec-
tive body, can delegate fuch a number of Repre-
fentatives, as fhall fully underftand and equally

reprefent thofe interelts.and feclings, and will
adapt their lJaws accordingly.

A sociery thus formed and entered into,
cannot fail of becoming the obje& of publia
love, public reverence, obedience, and regard ;
to which all its members ought to maintain an
inviolable attachment; an attachment mot to
be feduced by bribery or corrupdon, or awed
by threats and terrors. To guard the cjvil
Conttitution ; to de all he can, by his reafon
and all the abilities he pofefles, to promote itg
intereflt ; to repel every attack made upon it,
whether brought about by private fraud and
corruption, or open violence and ufurpation :
In a word (if need fo require) to devote and
give up his eafe, and wealth, and honor, and
life ; and (what is ftill more dear) his family,
and friends, to maintain its fecurity—muft be
the daty, the intereft, the glory, and the happi.
nels of every member of it. This will render
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him refpetablamhile he lives; and thould he
fall in the defence oF his country, he will b,
bewailed and wept over when he dies; and
kis name will defcend with grmg renon
bﬂmhte&,gm

In all free governments, the people are the
{onrce of fovereipnty and power. They enal
the laws, and appoint officers for their exccution,
Should thofe officers abufetheir delegated power-
fhould the fowereignty of the people be feized
wpon by tyrants and ufurpers; their authority
be perverted to uphold and maintain violence,
aor proxel® and fhelter bribery and <corruption
the laws become deftruive through accidents,
which could neither be forefeen or avoided ; or
rendered vain and fruitiefs by an unfaithful and
corrupt execution of them. Then it is the peo.
plc’s Tight, nay mere, their duty, to take back
their abufed authority; toaepel and put an end
to the tyraney and ufurpation:; .te vindicate and
maimtain their-injured fovereignty.and perverted
amhorg ; toput a ‘ftop to the rexecution -of
thofe laws, or alter or repeal them, and inflid

piaper punifhasents -on sheir gosrupt and ue
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falthful fervants. Nor is this alone the duty of
the community at large; but every member-of
it, muft, according to his rank and ftation, do

all in his power, to fupport and mamtam the
civil Conftitution of his country.

Every American, who belongs to the U.
nited States, muft feel himfelf under the ftrong.
eft obligations to perform thofe duties, when he
refle@ts on the excellency of the Conttitution, of
which he is 2 member ; a Conflitution -formed
by the united wifdom and confent of the people,
and for their own good ; a Coaftitution con-
taining a claufe. (ditated by wifdom itfelf) for
correcling, répairing, altering, or enlarging our
form of ¢ivil government, as occafion may here-
after require : From which flow free and equal
laws, and which fecures every citizen againft
the arbitrary will of tyrants, and mad licentiouf
nefs of the people. Every one, who has knowl-
edge fufficient to obferve, and honefty to own its
- beneficent influence, ‘muit efteem and admire
(I might abmoft fay adore) a Conftitution, in
which the'majefty and fovereignty of the people
are recognized; in which officers are made and
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unmade by them, as often as they judge thd
public intereft requires.———Laws ate enad.
ed and repealed by their own confent, and for
their own advantage : And by which no ‘one
can be deprived of his property, reftrained of his
liberty, or harard his life, but by an appeal to
the laws and verdi& of his equals. In a word;;
it is the parent of Lberty, the patronefs of arts
and learning, the joy and pride of America, the
envy of foreign nations, and their place of ref-
uge and fhelter too. o

How ought thofe men to be abhorred and-
detelted, (if any fuch there are) who, inftead of
mamtaining and fupporting our civil Conftitu-
tion, the anchor of our fafety and happinefs, are
doing all they can to ruin and deftroy it. Some
by endeavoring to extend the Executive power
beyond all reafonable conftruftion of the Contti-
tation ; others by declaiming . againft, and cen-
furing the adminiltration of government ; and
both fides bufying themfelves in fowing the feeds
of difcord, and {landering and villifying the beft
of men; who have juftly deferved well of their
sountry ganot fuffering even the dead to cfcape.

{
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Such men, deftitute as they are of all love and
regard to their country, would do well to confi-
der, that in the courfe of events, the meditated
deftru&tion may be avoided, and they themfelves
overtaken in their iniquities and brought to con-
dign punifhment.

The pradtice of the focial duties is of the
Jaft importance to a people. The nation, who
fhall obferve and fulfil them, will be free from
all bribery and corruption, and from all civil
wars and internal convulfions. What can pre-
vent {uch a nation (unlefs atsackcd bfr fome for-
cign power) from continuing and growing in
happinefs as long as the world itfelf fhall contin-
ue? Neverthelefs, while the iniquitous and cruel
policy of kingdoms and nations continues to be
fuchas it is at prefent, and while they are fo fre-
quently and unjuftly making war upon one
another, it will be the wifdom of the community
of which we have been fpeaking, to keep and
maintain a well armed and well regulated mili-

tia, for their prote&tion and defence in cafe of
invafion,

!

C
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WhzN we look back iifto the hi ftory of paft
ages, and take a view of thofe dreadful wars and

calamities which bave been brot on the world by
wicked, ambitious and defigning men ; and of
the fatal cataftrophes and@ miferable end s, which
have commonly befallen the authors of thole ca-
lamities and wars, we may juftly ftand attonifhed

that mankind have not hitherto learned better.

HowgsTY is the beft policy, as well with re-

fpelt to nations as to imdividuals. Experience
fhews, that if by fraud, intrigue, #nd cunning,
in theis intercourfes, commerce, and &ealings,
ene nation gains any confiderable advantage over
another, it immediately becomes the fource of

uncafinefs and difcontent-—never fits well ; fels
dom lafts long ; and fometimes iflucs in bloody

and deftruive wars. '

Wy

It is the wifdom of the United States of
America, to avoid this crooked policy ; to live:
in the praltice of the duties already mentioned,
and to maintain the ftricte(t probity and juftice
to the nations with whom they are conicerned,
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This will render us more refpe&able abroad,
and more firm and united at home. In offenfive
war, we never fhall be engaged, and fhall be lefs
liable to foreign invafion; and fhould it ever fall
to our lot, fhall be better able to repel it. Be-
fides all this, we may realonably hope, that heav-
en would intereft itfelf m our prote&ion. The
nations of the earth too, on beholding our peace
and profperity, may be allured by our example,
‘and led to a fimilar practice, and thus war ceafe
from under heaven.

In a volume, venerable for its antiquity and
authority, we are told that a more perfet flate
of fociety awaits mankind than they have hith-

erto experienced. And have we notfome good
grounds to expeét it ?

Trz madnefs of crufades and all religious
~ diflenfions, which have kindled fuch implacable

wars, and produced fuch dreadful maflacres, as
are fcarcely to be read by a good natured man
without amazement, horror, and tears, are now

no mors. Mankind may now worthip the Au.
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thor of their exiftence according to the diftates
of their own confciences, and there be none to
make them afraid. The world, doubtlefs, is
delivered from that perfecuting and inquifitoriay
curfe, by the opening and expanfion of the
mind, and progrefs in letters. .And fince all
religi;:?us tyranny and perfecution are banifhed,
or well pigh banithed from the earth, why may
we not indulge the pleafing hope, that a period
will arnive, when not only all ambition, and love
cf dominion, and war, that fcourge of nations ;
but alfo all private frauds, rancorous paflions,
and vices of the mind, will ceale, and cometoa
perpetual end.

M aw is 2 moral apent ; the laws of whofe
nature the diclates of right reafon may jufly be
faid to be. He is formed for focial as well as
individual happinefs. And can it be imagined,
that he alone, the nobleft part of creation, fhall
never a&t up to the dignity and deftination of
his nature ? Large improvements have already
becn made in knowledge, both natural -and

moral. We know many things, and avail our-
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felves of their ufes, which were formerly on.
known. Many things of which we are now
ignorant, will be known hereafter. Our ment.
al powers and faculties are progreflive, and ca-
pable of endlefs improvement. And tho one
generation paffeth away and another cometh in
its ftead, learning, fince the invention of letters
and printing, may be truly faid to be immortal.
Fach preceding generation leaves allits new dif-
coveries and literary acquirements to the agé
which follows. To what tranfcendent heights
of virtue, knowledge, and piety, mankind will
hereafter arrive, at prefent no proper conjeéture
can be formed. But of all the parts of the
habitable globe, the commencement of thofe
high attainments bids the faireft in our beloved
country. |

In no other country is there fuch a general
diffufion of knowledge. The great encourage.
ment given to learning by the general govern.
ment, and by the particular governments ; the
- large funds appropriated to its ufe; our numer-
rous public feminaries, and more numerous pri-

vate {chools; and our free and liberal form of
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eivil governmient (at ance the patronefs of learn.
mg and protefrels of liberty) do all confpire
to raife our hopes to that happy and glorious
event. Greater advancements will be made in
mworal and natural fcience. The former will
have a dire& tendency to eradicate and do away
our vices, and implant and cftablith within us
the principles and habits of virtue. The latter
will inftru& us in the arts of li_f;_A more ac»
curate difcernment will be had in the mechanical
powers of aarure. New machines will be ine
vented for the ufe of man, and that in greater
variety and abundance. Larger excurfions will
be made into the planetary regions : Their har.
mony, their beauty, order and grandeur, better
anderftood, and the moral refleCtions thence
arifing more warmly felt ; and all combined
will, by a natural and eafy progrefs, lead us to
the devout recognition of a Parent Mind, who
prefides over all, and eperates unfeen in every
age and in every fyftem, through the whole
progreffion of nature, and fuftains and upholds
the whole of things.
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Wazn to all this is joined that infatjable
thirft after knowledge, implanted within us,
they @il not fail to call into ationall the latent’
powers and faculties of the foul. And by
making new difcoveries, and affording new
affiftances, will at length lay open the unfading
fruits and’ triumphs of virtue, and fecure its i~
tereft beyond-the power of time and chance.
We fhall be as happy here, as.our prefent mode
of exiftence admits. From death, the common
lot of humanity, we fhall not be exempted, but ‘
fhall be fitted and prepared for it. .And when
we quit the ftage, we fhall leave the fair inher-
itance to our children, and go, where our career
in the tralts of wifdom and virtue will be fmoo-
ther and fwifter, and thofe generous asgdors,
with which we glow and pant after immortality,
find their adequate obje- and exercife, in a
fphere < proportionably enlarged, incorruptible,
immortal.

E RRATUM.
Page 5, line 4==For rikued, read refcupd.
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RoLr. on, yc:l 'pro'fperous years ! ye profperans
ays ! -
And as ye nfovc, our happinels increafey

Qlicken our flownefs and our dull delays,
. Mor let us laiter in the road to peace.

Bagonp the bounds of this terreftrial .fphere, -
Is plac’d a world on tother fide the fkies:
A life of virtue will conduét us there ;

There our beft hope, and our beft intereft
lies.
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