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A

SERMON, &

HE fulnefs and variety of feripture is
fuch, that no occutrence, whether
public, domeftic, or private, prefents itdclf,
but you may find a text fuitable to the fame.
How far I have been dircted to chufc the
right, I fubmit to the better judgment of this
venerable audience : but I mean to improve
the prefent oppertunity, by treating on the
fcparation that happened amonglt the Jewifh
tribes in the time of Rchoboam, and to
ground the difcourfe upon thefe words in the

t Kirgs 12th ch. 15th v

i1 KINGS 12 ¢ch. 15 v

[TLerefore the ling Fearkned nat unto the
j’w]’ft : far the caufe was from the Lord.

HE facred oracles enable us to folve
many a difticulty in the ancient and
modern hiftory of the world.  Ac-
cording to their do&rine, the Lord

J-hovah, the Creator of the univerfe, governs

o'l his works, whether material or immarcerials
animate
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animate or inanimate, rational or irrational,
men or angcls, agreeable to an infinitely wife
plan formed from the beginning ; and brings
to pals his own purpofc, doing all his pleafure
and caufing his counfel to ftand, amidft the
various jarring devices of created intelligent
beings. Hc hath wifdom and firength. He
hath counfel and vnderftanding. He doeth
great things and unfearchable ; marvellous
things without number. He fetteth up on
high thole that be low ; that thofe which
mourn may be exalted to fafety. He difap-
pointeth the devices of the crafty, fo that
their hands cannot perform their enterprife.
He taketh the wife in their own craftinefs :
and the counfel of the froward is carried
headlong. The deceived and the deceiver are
his. He leadeth counfellors away {poiled,
and maketh the judges fools. He loofeth the
bond of kings, and breaketh the rod of the
oppreflor.  He poureth contempt upon prin«
ccs, and weakncth the ftrength of the mighey.
He taketh away the heart of the chiefs of the
people of the carth, and caufeth them to wan-
der in a wildernels where there is no way.
Hce plucketh up, pulleth down, and deftroy-
ctirkingdoms. He buildeth and planteth and
profpereth nations.  In fine, his influence
extends to all events whether more or lefs im-
portant, that {fo each may work together, in
its refpedive place, tewards the accomplifh-
ment of that perte@ {cheme ot univerfal go-

vernment, which He hath projected.
Thug
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Thus we are taught to account for thofe
grand revolutions that take place at times in
thefe lower regions ; and that arc brought
forward by circumftances in themfclves appa-
rently trifling ; and that might ecafily have
becen prevented by a prudentand fpeedy com-
pliance with the reafonable requefts of the

aggricved.

The Jewifh ftate flourithed amazingly, un-
der the reign of Solomon ; whofc court was
the refort of the wife and noble ; for there
came of all people to hear the wifdom of Solo-
mon, from all kings of the earth, which bhad
beard of his wifdom, 1 Kings. 4. 34. The
friendfhip of this wife king was courted by
neighbouring ftates, who paid him their an-
nual tributes. He enlarged his dominions fo
as to rule over all the region on this fide the
river,the great river Euphrates, from Tiphfah
even unto Azzab, over all the kings on this
Jide the viver, and be bad peace on all files
round about bum, 1 Kings, 4. 24. Trade and
commerce was profecuted with that fpirir, and
attended with fuch {uccefs, as that he made
Jlver and gold at Fernfalem as plentcons as
Slones, and cedar trees made be as the [ycomore
trees that are i the wale for abundance.
2Chro. 1. 15. His fubjes enjoyed not enly
plenty but fecurity: Judab and Ilfrael dwelt
Jafely, every man under his wine, and un-
der bis fig-tree from Dan even to Beer-fheba,
from onc end of the country to the other,
ail the days of Solomon, 1 Kings 4. 25, One
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One would have concluded, from the
heipht the Jewifh empire had reached, when
at its meridian in the reign of Solomon, that
Jikc the fummer’s fun it would have beenlong
i declining.  Bat alas ! how f{oon did the
glory and fafhion of it pals away, thro’ the
bad policy that prevailed under the reipgn of
his fucccflor.” Solomon’s funeral is fcarce
clofed, betore tatal diflentions arife: the Jew-
ifh tribes fepatate thro’ the imprudence and
tyranny of Rchoboam ; and the empire is
{uddcnly divided into two independent flates,

Thus the moft deftru&ive events may be in
the rear of the moft fuccefsful. Ttis not for
a community, any more than a private per-
{fon to fay, glorying in prefent appcarances,
Ny mountain flandeth firong, I fhall not Ee
moved, 1 fhall never be in adverfity. When
great mercics beftowed upon a finfol nation,
are produdive of great vices, inftcad of lead-
ing to repentance and  the pra&ice of virtue,
divine juflice may hurl it without further
warning iato the depths of mifery.

VWhen George the 2d. of bleflcd memory,
was upon the verge of eternity, the Britith
nation had nearly attained the fummit of its
glory. That worthy fovercign had the hap-
pinefs of his reign interrupted, by an unpro-
voked rebellion and by wars with forcign
powers ; but it's clofe was like that of the

fetting fun, with not a cloud about it, when
the
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the lterm that loured in the {ky hath been
broken and difperfed. His loyal fubkj-@s
enjoved the gloriotus circumftances, while
they fincerely mourndd it's being a fening
and nota rifing fun.  However, they confoled
themlelves with the hopes, that his fuccdfsor
would poflfs the royal virtues of his aged
prandiire, and prove the bappy inftrumcot
of confirming and lengthening out the Dii-
tith glory ;5 and therefore hailed his afcenfion
to the throne, with loud and hearty accla-
mations.  Thefe had {fcarce ceafed, cre it
was perceivedy that the baneful isflucnce,
which Gceorpe the ad. forcfaw, drcaded as
big with m'lery to his fubje@s, and fpoke of
with concern to his trufty {ervants was giving
a2 wrong bias to publick meafures,  Old and
experienced  perfons, converlant wich bufi-
wefs. and who had the confidence of the
people, were removed, that fo an ambizious
tavourite of high flying principles, with hig
clan of pliant dependants, night be admit-
ted into places of honor, power and profit,
The throne was foon furrounded by men
of delpotic fentiments 3 and the complexion
of the court was fuch, as that not only vio-
Jent torics, but koown Jacobites repaired to
3t with confidence, while the ttanch {ricnds
of the Houle of Hanover wrre {0 coolly
teceived, as to be really flighted.  This oc-
cafioned many converts from among thole
that were attached to the pretenders tamily

“but as a political wrirer wildy and fevercly
| L’p UblLr'VL d,
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olMerved. tha' they changed their 150! they re-
taned their 2loletry.  tVhey were, with the
party they had joined, for havieg the king
abiolute ; but as Dritons were  {irenuous fer
th: torms ¢l hbarty, tho' neeligent as o li-
berty iulelt, they were tor making him o by
law ; which, as the nation was loft to pub-
lick virtue, mighe cafily be done by cor-
rupting and  {ccuring a4 majority in parlia-
ment. No wonder, that, while the leading
wen had fuch principles and views, and the
foveraign a temper well adapted to fecond and
fupport them, fhould he vot be thought the
firtt promocter, vnwarrantable methods were
adopted fur procuring monics for the purpofe
of miniftry, without regarding the rights of
thofe that were to pay them; and that 3
firm determined oppofition to {uch proceed-
ings was decmed, and treated as difobedience
to legal authority.  From hence hath origi-
nated a feparation between thofe that were
as ncarly related and as ftrongly united as
the Jewifh tribes. Such was the warm affe&ion
that the Colonifts had for Great-Britain, that
they confidered her as their home, and ho-
nored her as their mother country. In all
her aflliétions, they werce afflicted ; and when
fhe rcjoiced, they were glad.  With what
anxicty did they expe& news, when her ruin
was threatned by rebellions or invafions !
How did they with that they could crofs the
Atlantic in her defence ! How did they ex-
ult in her falvations ! And how were theis
hearts
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hearts cnlarged in  thank{zivinge to God {or
her fuoceefles ! But how has the cruclty of
the Brinth lepiflatere, and the tamenclds of
the Britith naticn in fuffaing it. prodnced
fuch am alienation of heart in the Colonifls,
that many, very many, can {carce wifh to be
connced with her more, in any way what-
focver ! As a friend o the rights of mankind
in general. and of this Continent in particu-
Jar, [ can't but pray that the King of Lkings
would give his fan&ion to what the Congrels
declared this day twelve month, and by fuc-
cecding make the united States of America
perpetualiy Free and Indepenient ; being af-
furced that there 1s no alternative, but that or
the moft horrid fhivery : And yet as a native
of Great-tritain, and conftdering that that is
the land of the fepulchres of your forclathers,
I can't but wifh, that, tho' we have been
drove into an wdependency, we may not be
forced into a otal jeparation. However, it
1s likely that we thall Ice the words of Rcho-
boam’s father verificd—a brother offenied is
barder to be won than a flrong city, and thewr
contentions are like the bars of a caffle—of an
unfual fize, beyond whartare t1 be met with
in common among ltrangers, Prov. 18. 19,

Return we to the facred hiftory.

Rchoboam repaired to Shechem, where all
Hracl met to make him king. Thc houfe of
David could plead a divine n_ght to the

throne ;
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throne ; and yet God, defigning to intimate,
that it's princes were to rule (-1 the good of
the {ubjedls, werc not to lord it over his ke
ritage, and would forfeit their right fhould-
they commence tyrants, did leave the invefli-
ture in the hands of the peeple.  Thus vpon
cvery new inflalment, the pecple had an op-
pertunity of rclatmg the gricvances they la-
bourcd under during the preceeding fcign,
and of infifting cn a redrels ere they acknow-
ledged the lucceflor, "Accordivgly ell the
cangwgr}mn came and fpake unto Reboboam,
Spg, thy ja!bcr made our yoke grievous 3
777 t!ﬂcrcfare male thon the grievous fervice
of thy futher, and bis beavy sole which be
P”f upon us, fizhlery and we wid ferve thee,
v- 3 4 We are not told what were the par-
ticulars on which this geacral complaint was
grounded.  'We may conclude from the ac-
kaowledgment contained in Rchoboam’s an.
jwer, that -1t was not. withour feuadation.
The advqnmgcs enjoyed under the reign of
Solomon were uncommen ; notwithitanding
which, 1here were !omc thmgs peculiarly dif-
f,uﬂﬁﬂ that the people were not willing ta
fubmit to under his fucceflor @ and that Re-
hobuam micht not conflrue their filence into-
an a...qu*c:fcncr they determined vpon {pcak-
ing their minds freddy, and flipulanng wuh
Jim qpon what terms Hicy would ferve him.,
Whether tl’ty thopght the expentcs of go-
vernment. mulinplicd unaec: I’Mﬂy, or delign-
edly mifapplicd: whether they objcdted ta
the



the taxes as too preat, or to- the mode of.
laying and raifing them, or to the imperious,
infolent and oppreflive behaviour of crown
officers : whether any, fome, or each of thefe
were particular matters of complaint muft re-
main an uncertainty : bat they confidered
them{cdves as having been under a heavy yoke
and grievous fcrvitude.  They thercforeinti-
mate to Rehoboam, that they would notfcrve
him, unlefs he would lighten rheir burden.
This circumftance, plainly proves, that they
did not apprehend themlelves bound to non-
refiflance and pajfive-obedience, though Rcho-
boam fhould plead thav he was king jure
divino. ‘The language of their procedure
was, ‘“ we fubmit to no unconditional {ove-
“ reignty. You mulft folemnly promife, be-
* fore weinftail you, and acknowledge our-
“ felves your {ubje@s. Then we fhall know
“ what we have to truft to, and wien our
“ gbligation to obedicnce ceales. Do we
“ approve of your propofals, we will ferve
“ you : if not,we arcat liberty to ferve whom
“ we pleale. Do we apree to your propo-
“ fals, we are bound 1o lerve you while you
“ keepto them; but do you vary from them
 without our conient, the contra& is ¢nded,
** our allegiance is abfolved, we have a right
** to chule another fovercign, o: to alter the
% moade of government as we may judge
“ molt expedient”.  Let it be obferved, that
thefe were the fentiments not of a dif aflcé-
cd party, butof g/l the congregation of Ifrael—~=
‘AN
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at a period, not when the nation was over-
run with 1gnorance, and prieltcraft influen-
ced, but immediately after the Jews had been
tutored in the fchool of wifdom by the great-
cft and acuteft genius that ever lived. Here
I may introduce with propricty the follow-
ing words of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Newton,
wrote upon another occaflicn— “‘not only In
this particular, but in the general the ferip-
tures, though often perverted to the purpo-
fes of tyranny, are yct in their own nature
calculated to promote the civil as well as the
rclipious libertics of mankind.  True religi-
on and virtue, and liberty are more ncarly
related, and more intimatcly conneéted with
cach othcr, than people commonly confider.
It is very true as St. Paul faith, that where
the [pirit of the Lord is, there 1s liberty ¢ or
as our Saviour himfclf exprefleth it, 1f ye con-
tinue in my word, then are ye my difciples 1n-
deed ; and ye fhall know the truth, and the
truth fhall make ye free.” Whether thele,
which wcre the fentiments of a private cler-
ayman, continue thofe of the Bithop of Brif-
tol {ince advancement, is immuaterial (0 the
public : but they will be perpetuated in his
incomparable differtations on the prophecies,

vol. 1 p. 33

Rehoboam havirg heard what the people
had te fay, with fceming prudence defers gi-
ving them an an{wer, till he bad time tocon-
fider the affair, and corfult his ccunfellors,

aod
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and o fends them away for the prefent, fiy-
ing. deparit 1£tf0r three days, thon come agrzm
to me. Had Rehoboam a good defign 1n
thus delaying the matter, he ought to be com-
mended for it ; but the policy of princes is
{0 cxceeding intricate and crooked, that he
might only mean to gain time by it. He
might refent their eondu in prefenting fuch
a petition ; artfully conccal his difpleafure ;
give it to all appearance agracious reception ;
propofe by that means to make them fecure,
to deceive and to divide them ; and think that
within the three days, what with corrupting
fome, wheedling others, and frightning the
timid, he thould fo weaken the oppofition as
to have nothing to fear from it.  Such poli-
_cy would only have refembled that of modern
times.” Rehoboam however, to kcep up the
farce, confulted with the old men that flood
before Solomon bis father, while be yet lived,
and fard, how -do ye¢ aduife, that I may an-
Jwer this people ? The people when they heard
he had confulted the old ftatefmen of the for-
mer reign, might promifc themfelves a redrefs
of grievances from their wifdom, an.l be rea-
dy to congratulate each other upon thc plea-
fing profpc&. In this George the third did
not refemble Rehoboam. The realon for it
may be cafily conje@ured. He was well af-
fured, that bad he confulted the old men that
ftood before his grandfather while he yet li-
ved, they like Solomon’s councellors would
have advifed him to have complied with the
' petition
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petition of the complainants ; which, as he
had no inclination to do, he might feat
would embarrafs his affairs and dilconcert his -
favourite projedts. -

The old men pave counfel to Rehoboam
{aving, if thou wilt be a fervant to this people
this ddy, and wilt ferve them, and anfwer
them, und [peak good words to thein, then
they will be thy fervaats for ever. ‘The oid
men had ftudied, been long acquainted with,
and knew the temper of the people; that
they were not given to change ; that they
did not feck occafion to feparate from Solo-
mon’s fucceffor ; that they fought nothing
more than to have their petition complied
with ; that their propofils were honeft, what.
cver defigning and interefted men might io-
finuate ; and that they would keep their
word with Rchoboam were they gratified :
thercfore they do not hefitate to declare pofi-
tively what would be the happy confequence
would he an{wer them gracioully, and fpcak
good words to them.

Whether it was owing entirely to Reho-
boam's not rclifhing this good advice ; or
partly to that, and partly to the curning
prafices of fome felfith fervants, who wete
fenfible, that, if he followed it, their {chemes
of apgrandizing themfelves and families
" would be totally ruined ; fo it was, that be
ﬁrjaaé the coun ﬁl of the ald men, which tbqy

bad given bim, and confulted with the yourg
2N
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wen thal were gvown up wirh bimy, cnd which
Jlood Lepure Lam.

The pofons here flied yowngy men, were
not fo very young in point of ycas ; lor,
from ics bang (aid what they were grown up

with Rechoboan, we mull cenclude that they
wore ot the fame age with him ; and he was
forty and one ycars-old when e began to
tcipn 3 but they were yeung men compared
with the old men that ffood before Solomon ;
they were young allo in poiat of polinical
kaowledge, and the art of governi g propee-
ly. They had lived long cnongh to have been
cood politicians and wilc countcllors, if they
had applicd themfelves to the ftudy of husran
nature,the tempers of mankind. aud the hifto-
ry of ftates 2and kingdoais ; but they had neg-
fe&ted thele particalars and had applicd thear-
{:lves to the pleafing and geowing the favour
of the prince, to whom they had been ap-
pointed companions when young, and with
whom they weregrowa up.  They were raw
and incxpericnced. as 1o Hare afiairs ; 2rd no
ways fit (0 be advifed with i marters of the
firlt importance  which required thie gratcit
{aaacity, and a judgment matured by repeat-
ed pra&ice. Men may have old heads, and
yet be incapable of giving proper counfed, tor
want of undcftanding what ey arc confal-
ted about.  Bur as Rehoboam did mot approve
- of the counfel ot the old men, he difcover'd
his policy in appiying to the young men that
| C WCTe
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were prown UP with him @ for there was no
danger of their giving advice that would be
dafagr(‘t‘a’ﬂc to him. They hid teen lo lorg
abuout his perfon, that rhw knew his temper,
{perhaps baiter than what be himfdf &id)
what counfe! would be zccepable to him ;
and th:y wouli not rua the hazard of !_mu'-g
turn'd cut »¥ place and remioved om Oelore
him, by advifiag to meaflures that he oight
“diflike.  Notcenly fo, burthey might bhave
beea (o long babimuiared 10 adapt dhcir owa -
clinations 13 that of the prince with whom
they had grown up, as that harfh proceed-
ings mizhtpleale them no leds than him. We
canaot be furprifed thercfore that they fpake
unto him. favmg.. thus fhalt thon fpeak wnite
shis' people, that fpale anto thee ﬁwing thy
Jather made owr yoke beavy, ut make thou it
Lghter unto us s thus fhalt thou fay unto them,
amy fitdle finger fhall be thicker than ay fatber's
loins.  nd now whereas 1y fatlher did lade
you with an beavy yoke, 1 will add to your
yoke : my father Dath chaflafed you with whips,
but 1 willchaflife you with foorpions. Rchobo-
am though dcfcended from Solomon, had ve-
ry littleof Solomon’s wildom, or he muft have
known, that fuch =zn anlwer as this, would
only inflamc the pcople, and make matters
worfe : but it {o {uiicd his arbitrary difpofii-
on, that when they camre to himy on the third
day according to appointment, he anfwered
them roughiy, forfook the old men’s coun-
fel, and Ipoke to them after the counfel of
the
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the young men. It muft appear &range, that
any onc who was not quite a nawral fhould
comant [uch a horrid blundcr, and drcamy' of
bullying with great founding words of vani-
ty a high [pirited people, Qtruggling fer thar
libertics, and dctermined not w {ubmit 10
pat hardfhips. But our text tells us how it
came about, and where/ore 1t was that the
king bearkned nat untorhe poople = he did itnor,
Jor thecaufe was from the L.crd, thatbhe rght
perform bus Javing, <which the Lord [pake by
Abyah the Shilonite, unte Jerobszzm the fon
of Nebat. What the Lord fpake by Ahijsh
unto Jeroboam, was, that He wourd rend the
kingdom and give ten tribes to him. It was
the will and dcfian of heaven that the wen
trives (honld be feperated from Rehobuam,
wlerclore it was that the king hearkned oot
unto the people.  He was left 1o himicit,
alt a toolith obflinate pare, and 10 follow the
worlt advice, that fo the purpofe of the Molt
Righ might be accomplithed.  This s the
only rational way of accounting for what
happeaed : and thus was it according to the
Faun adapgc—thofec whom God mceans 1o def-
troy, he el of all bereaves of fenfes.  Re-
hoboam bring fo toft 10 common {fenle 3s 10
give the arlwer above redated, the people re-
fented it with a becoming Ipirit ; and having
nothing good to hope for, lrom onc who
conid treat tham thes cavalierly as tho' they
were his beafls of burden, fheuld they enwer
o furtheg treaty with biq ; and beng con-

f1d:ng
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fident that it was not the will of heaven. that
the Lords {free propie thould fubmit to be
enflived bya tyrant, becaule he was Celcend-
cd from: David whom the Lord had anocinted
to be king over the tribes of {{racl, they had
a rccourfc to the unalicnable rights of human
nature, declarcd themiclves. free and indepen-
-deat. laying, what portion bave we i Dag-
wid ? ngither bate we inberitance in the jon
of Fefle: to your eits O Ifrael 3 now jee to
thire houfe David. Ia the warauh of
their relentmentthey feem 10 fpeak difrefpedrt-
fully of Duwid : but whea peifons arecher-
ged whlh cruel treatment, and that alter ha-
ving meant well and' honcltly, it is not vnu-
fual for them to viter thole harfh expredlions
that they would not adopt in cocler moments,
So Ifracl dzparted unto thewr tents.  Rcehobo-
am was {oon fealible of his error ; but in en-
duavouring to corre& 12, fellinto another that
made his affuirs fliil woile.  Ec fent Adoram,
who-was over the trifule to treat with them.
T he tobute we may {uppofe was enc ground
O cumpiaint ; and Adoram wight by his bad
IBadage,nent i That departmcat, have made
Lialelf peculiarly obaoxisus ; unlefe it wae {o,
we can {earce think that he wouid bave lal-
len a facrifice to their rage in fuch a way, {or
211 liracl foned bim with ftancs that he died.
Had Rehobvam fint one or more, who had the
jove and  confidence of the people, and were
poflefled «f prudence, {ome good might pofis-
bly havecome of 11, and a reconciiiation have

- | , * takzn,

~hir
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taken place: but that was not to be, and there-
fore the aggrieved were infulted in the com-
miffioner employed by him.  When Adoram
was {toned, Rehohoam perceived that 1t would
pot be fafe for him to remain longer at She-
chem, and therctore magde fpeed to mount his
chariot, and fled to Jerufalem. When he
got there, he thought the ten tribes were of
too much confequence to be lost, tho' before,
being far from the feat of government, they
might have been flishted, and been fpoken of
in diminutive tcrms by the courtiers ; and he
determined upon reducing them to obedi-
ence by arms.  Accordingly be affembled all
the boufe of Tudab, with the tribe of Denja-
min, an bundred and fourfcore thoufand chefen
men, who were warrigrs, to fight againfl the
houfe of Ifrael, to bring the kingdom to Rebo-
boum the fon of Solomon. W hat horrid fcenes
were now iikely to commence ! Countrymen,
brethren in blood, brethren in religion, fal-
ling upon and flaughtcring cach other with
the weapons of defirution ! Houfes on fire!
'Towns in flimies ! Wemen and children
fhricking, crying, and flying, without conve-
niences, witheut neccllarics, into woods and
dens and caves for fafety ! Sons, brethren, lo-
vers, hufbands, parentsand grand-parents wal-
Jowing: in blood, -and expiring in agonies !
Scenes not 1o be tmagined withoutr {hudder-
ing ! But an’ infinitcly mcrcifui God inter-
dits the whole by a moft timely meflage.

Lhe ward of God came unto Shemayab the
man
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man of God, faving, fpeak unto Rekoboam the
Son of Solumen the Kiaz of Fudah, and unto all
the houfe of Judub and Benjamin, and to the
remnant of the people, faying, thus jaith the
d.ora, ye fhall not go up, nor fight aganfl your
Erethren the children of Ifracl : return every
man to bis boufe, for this thing is from me.
Did Rchobvam’s regard to the divine prohi-
bition influcnce him to defift, it was morc to
his credit than bad hc marched apainft and
fubducd the ten tribes ; but it is to be appre-
hended,from the temiper he had before fhew-
ed, that the authority of the man of God to
dcliver fuch a meflage would have been difpu-
ted by him, had net the Jews thar cleaved to
him been fully convinced of the meflages, being
from the Lord, which at once difarm’d them
of all hoftile intentions againft their brethren,
tho' themiclves accuflomed to war.  7hey
bearkned therefore to the word of the lord,
and returned ta depart according to the word
of the I.ord. Thus I have confidered there-
volution that commenced at the deaith of So-
lomon, and the progrefs of that feparation
from the houfe of David, that the ten tribes
were drove jato, by the infulting and tyran-
nical cenctuet of Kehoboam——an cvert of that
nature and {o circumitanced, that can be ac-
counted for only upon ihe principle afligned
by the facred hiftorian—the fing bearkned not
unto the people, for the caufe was from the
Jord. &nd itis upon that principle alone

that we can rationally account tor the fepera-
tion
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tian thit hath taken place, between the uni-
ted States of  Amcrica and Greit-writain,
That real fricad to America and the rights of
human nature, Dr. Price, was he acquainted
wich all the anecdotes to be gained on this
fide the aclantic relative to ouraffuirs,inftead of
wording himfclf fo cantioufly “ I fancy 1 fee,
would not hefitate in faying”, ¢ f fee in thefe
mcafures lomcething thut cannot be accounted
formerely by human iznorance”.  He would
{teike out Jam inclined to think that and bol'ly
“ pronounce the hand of providenceis in them,
“ working o bring about fome great ends”.
You muft have applied alrcady much of
the difceurfe ; for we have not been alluding
to things done in fecret ; and you cannot be
dweilers in the Muflachufetts, and  be ftran-
gers to them.  This continent complained of
real grievances, and bumbly petitionsd. What-
ever individuals of uncommon penetration
might with, from foreflceing what would nc-
ccflarily exift focncror later ; the bulk of the
people in every State, not this excepted, the
body of the delegates, would have been fa-
tisfied, would have rejoiced, would have been
happy, had thcir requcdls been complied
with. No fet of delegates could have infift-
¢d vpon more withour breaking the usion of
the colonics. Inftcad of being heard and re-
lieved, the yoke was increafed by frcfh adts
cf cruclty, and ncw burdens laid upon the
continent. Our firlt gricvances were fpoken
@f, as if net real: and as tho' we complained
without
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witheut. caufe, it was determined that we
fhould have caufe {or complaining.  We had
not been acenftomed to a flate of {lavery ;
therefore couid not brook fuch treatmyent
without refenting it.  In the Britifh Parlia-
ment we were pofted up to the world for
poltroons, and the miniftry promifed them-
felves a viGory, over all our rcfolutions 1o be
Jree,zwitheut any flavghter. ** T hecabinet was
in no difpofition to give America any redrefs.
The king was our inveterate enemy, and or-
dered the minifters to perfevere in the old
plan ; and it was dctermined by the fecret
ruling prwer to diftrefs us as much as pofli-
ble. 'I'his ruler, being the veryeft coward

that human nature can know”, ¥ no wonder

that

® Taken out of a letter from 2 gentleman at London to
his fricnd in Virginia, copied and fent over by the
Jate Joli:h Quincy, jun. Efg; whols death was occa-
fioned by his zeal to feave the American caufe, no
Iefs than if be had beea flain tn.the ficld, «:s appears
from the following minutes 10 his joutnal—= [t js a
gaod deal apaintt wny owa private opinton and incli-
nation that [ now {ail 1o Ameiica, Ihave had nolete
ter from thencefincethey knew of my arrival. 1 know
not what my uvext letters may contain.  Befides, the
fine feafon is now coming cn here, and Dr. Fothergi!.l
thinks Briflo] air and water would g:ve me perf &
health. On theotl:er hand, my moll intuwate friends
{except Mr. Bromiield) infift upon my going dive&ly
1o Bollon. They 1y no letters cap go with {afety,
and that [ can deliver more information and advice
viva voce, than cou'd or onght to be wrote. They
fay my poing now (if' I arrive fufr) muft be of great
sdvantape tothe American caufe’”. He attempted to
ferve the caufe in the way advifed to, notwithftand-.
g the percfonal danpers artending ic, and loft his
life in the attempt : Let him be pumbered therefcre
with the herocs that have fallen in the difpute.
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that Ive was afraid left we were falfely-afpers
fed, and wifthed to have the trifling imilitary
ftores we had collc&ted for [fervice, in cafe
matters were orought to an extremity, de-
firoyed s inltru&ions for deing it were withe
out doubt tranfmitted : blood being wantonly
{pilt in atrempring 1o txecure them, we were
at once plunged into a defenfive war, with the
greatelt power in the world. whar with her
Yichcs, her refources, her. alliances,: her ar-
thics ' and havies. When we look back to
that important.period, and recolleét that -we
were  Wwithout an army, without rhoney
and without ammunition,we arcamazed, that
inﬂcad-ofs_bcing galled to the bone with the
yoke of flavery, .we are. keeping the anniver-
fary of our independency ! The {word being
drawn andthe ground fained, with the blood
of its 'inhabirants, the people offcred them-
felves willingly in the cavfe of liberty, and
the colonies united more clofely. Still we were
defirous,  if poffible, of -an accommodari-
on. Wetherefore petitioned again, without
rifing-in our requefts, only enlarging them
¥0 take in hew grievances. lnltcad of hawv-
ing them . redrefled, we were deemed, and
-wete to be treatéd as rebels.: . The-power of
‘Great-Britain was to.be employed in: reduce-
ing us, by fire and Iword, by 2rmies. :and na-
vies. Thisinclined feveral of the colonies 1o
with for independency : but others would not
- hearof v tho’ it was known | that the Britith
-minittry imcaat b employ Indians, Canadie
R L 808
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ans and Negroes apainft us. Union was
¢ {fential to our fafety : fome colonies there-
fore coul dnot be gratified in their dcfires after
independency, till 1t was the with of moft
or all.  The delufive image ot an inclination

on the part of the miniftry to fettle the dif-
~ pute by treating, with which many in Bri-
tain were amufed, falcinated rumbers on this
fide the Atlantic: but when it was found that
the commiflion given to the Howes was to
be fupporied by an army of foreign mercena-
ries, a change of fentiments among the be-
puiled Americans . commenced, and the ad-
vocates for independency multiplied greatly,
the meafure being made abfolutely neceffary
in order to felf-prefervation.

The deep laid fcheme for deftroying the
army being difcover'd in a feafonable mo-
ment, remov'd the difficulties till remaining
in the breafts of {everal well-affeéted to the
caufe and libertics of the continent ; and
‘brought every colony without exception to
unite in declaring for a ftate of independen-
¢y, and that they were abfolved from all al-
Jegiance 10 the Britith crown, and thatall po-
itical conne@ion between them and the ftate
-of Great-Britain, was and ought to be tetally
diflolved. | -

A variety of particulars confpire to ' evi-
.dence, that it becomes usto fay of this gtest
“event thatit was from the Lord,  ~The tnion

. of
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of the colories was marvellous,-confidering
the methods.taken to hinder it ; that they .
had: cheir “diftin& intereftsy their mutoal jea- |
loufies, and their different forms of govern-
mcnt. .| hecontinuance of that vnidn, not-
withftanding the attemapts madeto prevens it—
the general unanimity prevailing - fucecflively
through the Congrefs—rthe ready compliance
yicldedto their recommendations and refloluti-
ons thro’ the continent-—the fucce {lcs -attend-
ing our milisary operarions—the new modcl-
ling of moft of our governments, that the
people might thereby atwain to the enjoy-
ment of their civil rights, to a degree beycnd
what was before known—the derangeniert
of the plans concerted by the adherents of tha
Britith miniftry in different colonies—the re-
volution in peoples fentiments making them,
fond of a meafure, that a few months before
~ they abhorred the thonght of —the over-
fight of king and parliament in neplc&ing,
conciliatory meafures,. while . there was an
opening for them, tho’ urged flrongly to it by
the wileft ftatefmen in the kingdom—the
unznimity of the Congrefs on a puint whicl
fome weeks before would have occafioned a
great divifion—ané Lord Howes not arriv-
ing tillindependency had been declared, which
prevented his having the opportunity of divi-
ding the public and of obftruéting the mea-
furc by the fubtle arts of negociation—1 hi fe
arc matters {o remarkable as oot o admit ot

‘aur cxcluding the fpecial influence of hiav.u,

»
-
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et others attach’d to a falfe philofophy,aferibe-
the feperation of the united States of Ameri-.
ca from Great-Britain to moral and natural
caufes, without taking into the account the
providential concern of the Moft High in or~
der to the accomplithment -of his own divine
purpofé § but let every religious aflembly fay,
the king bearkened not. unto the people, for the
caufe was from dhe Lord ;  this thing is from
God. ‘And'| heartily congratulate you upon
his having brought it to pafs, as the only fe-
cure way for your continuing free. I fee not.
how it is poffible for you to be ever more de-
nendent upon Great-Britain, without being in
- thate of bondage, -and feeling all the horrors
c~ ilavery, 1 have not a doubt but that we.
are fully-authorifed by reafon and religion for
thus feperating ; and am perfuaded that we
arc juftified by the difinterefted and impartial
world, May the fpirjt of wifdom return fpee-
dily to the Bririfh councils. that fo Britain may:.
foon recover our friendfhip and fecure our
concection by commercial treaties, ere it is too
Jate, and her ruin is fealed ! Burof this I have
little hope, unlefs fome important event thould
take place in Europe, and-oblige Britons to
berthink themfelves + T rather expedty that they
will ttrain-every nerve to fubdue vs. ' And
fuch'is the impicty of the courticrs (1 mean
in juftice toexcept the king) fuch theirreligion
of Lerdsand Commons, that was a meflenger
fent with the word of God to forbid the bloos
dy purpofe; he would be reje@ed without ex.
* amining
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amining his credentials, and would probably.
be ordered .into, conﬁm.mcm for a madman.
An angel from heaven would have lefs-atten-
tion paid him, thap a thraatning exprefs. from,
~ a,acighbonring power. Has not the God of
nature declared again and again. his difappro-
bation of their.bloody proceedings, by fcat-
tering their ‘flects, ‘ftaying thcir voyages, dif-
concerting their plans, delivering many of their.
flores into our hands, and plunging them con-
tinually into greater difiiculties. 1. might
enumerate the feveral interpofitions of provis
dence whereby we have been carried fately
thro' the firft year of our indcpendency : but
your time will not permic it, and you can
fcarce have. torgot or be ignorant of them.
wanhﬁaudmg all, the Britith miniftry will
ftill perlt, O !_,whcn-—émhcn-g-—willthc ven-
geance of heaven overtake .them, by awaken-
ing an injured betrayed. nation to avenge
ifclf onfuch treafonable rolers !

‘Bear with me fomewhat longer, my honou-
rable hcarers, for methinks | perccive in a
private corner, a {ly crafty and concealed ene-
my. whifpering in the ear of his well difpo-
fcd but umid ncighbour, why does he not
proceed in the hiitory, and oblerve to us,
that the fepcration of the tea tribes weakened
and haftened the ruin of all ; and may not
the like be feared with regard to Great-Bris
tain and the united ftates of America?
l anfwer. The ruin of Great-Britain

. ' will



[ 30 .]

will probably follow, unlefs prevented in the'
manncr abovementioned. And tho' in the
heat'of the prel'cnt conteft, and while engrof-
fed in attcndmg to our own fatety, we can:
fearce find time to pity her ; ‘yet when “we:
havegot through our difficulti¢s, we : fhall
bicterly lament her fall, and turfe the memo-
rics of thofe who made it abfolurrly peceflary-
for us to give her the mortal wound, that fo-
we might clcape with life and liberty. As
te the united ftates of Amecrica, there is ne
reafon to fcar that it will be with them as it
was with the ten tribes, do we improve by
their- errors.  Whatled on to their ruis, was,:
their choofling another king when they had
rejedted Rehoboam, and not cre&ing a form
of government that fhould keep out tyranny,
afterthey had caft off the tyrant.  They muft
needs call Jeroboam unto the congregation,
and ‘make him king over all lrael : and he
through jcaloufy, lcft the people by frequent-
ing tae worfhip of the Lord God at Jerufa-
tem fhould be induced at lengih to return 1o
Rehoboam, adopted a policy that made Hra-
el to {in, and forfcit the blefling and pr0tc€tn-
on nf heaven. S

But we are not bound to repair to the me-
tropolis of Great Britain that we may do ho-
msge to the Sovercign of the vniverfe. Our

, Acperation from hercan be no injury to the
y/# continent.  Should fhe think of denying
/ epifcopal ordination to peifons of that per-

- fuafion,
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fuafion, fhe only endangers her own eftablifh-
ment : and confciencicus perfons of that com-
munion will foon he able to procure e¢pifco-
pal ordination elfewhere. No damage can
enfue to the continent, on the {core of religi-
on, from its feperation. Nay, we may derive
a benefit from it, even beyond what is enjoy-
ed in Brirain, by embracing the prefent happy
moment for cltablithiog co all the peacecable
enjoyment of the rights of confcience, while
they approve themfelves good members of
civil fociety, be their religious principics what
they may.

~ In civil concerns, let usdivelt ourfelves of

that felfith partiality and oppreflive temper
which have fo difgraced us of late, and be-
nummed thofe patriotic principles which ani-
-mated us in the commencement of the pre-
fent noble conteft, turning numbersinto fons
of rapine and extortion that once paflcd for
and called themfelves high fons of liberty.
The nature of the times muft unavoidably
.make the, ncceflaries no lefs than the fupcr-
fluities of life much dearer than formerly, fo
that it would be folly to fay, thatall that ad.
vance which has taken place bas been owing
‘to oppreflion and extortion.. But if men
in <his day will not be content with a liveli-
hood, and will make themfelves forrunés, im-
menfe fortuncs, out of the diftrefles of the
people; I fay, let the curfe of heaven fall up-

pn their - fubltance, their 'unhallow_ed,gafilns,
. | T - .o . a - e . . Ca. til
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till chefame are providentially difperfed amoig
the fufferers. 'Tis not a curfe that is'caufes
Jefs.  Says the wifeft of men, be that with-
boldeth corn. the pesple fhall curfe bim : but
bleffing fhall be upon the head of him that fel-
deth 1, Prov. 11, 26.—t0 corn weé may add,
meat, wool, flux, fugar, falt, in a word all the
neccflary articles of life, whether raifed in the
country by the farmer, or brought in by the
merchant or perfons cngaged in privateering.
And I can heartily deliver over to fatan, in th
‘pamie”of the pcople; fuch oppreffive withbok
ders, for the deftru®ion of their fleth and of
:.thcu‘ fubftance, that fo their fpirits may be fa-
ved in the day of the Lord Jefus. 1 aim not
shis ftroke at any particular ordér of ‘men ;
and have béen vexed at the weaknefsand wick-
ednéfs that have appeared in_ thdt animolity
which hath exifted between the merchant and
countryman. Fix their proportion, and T will
venture te bring is miany honeft dpright pa-
triotic mdmduals from the one as from the
other, and as ‘many from each of the oppo-
fite charater. But to hear fome falk againft
trade and merchandife, as though' they were
of courfe a nuifance to fociety and the coun-
try could do without them, isan exercife for
patience.  Thofe very perfons forget, that
had it not been for trade and’ merchan-
dife, the country had never been féttled by
their forefathers, had néver been pedpled and
cultivated as now, had rcmalncd 2 Wwilderncls

and the rcﬁdcmaof Indians: - ‘Théy f;rg@e&.
that
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that without trade and merchandife ‘we mult
have been enflaved, for we could have ha
neither arins, nor ammanition, tenis, medi-
cines, and fo on. I hec®untryman ’.;..., and
rcmember {ir, that if 1t had not been {or the
country you woul! not have had your men,
yeur provifion andd the hike—True, my friend,
and this (hows that the country and commer-
cial intereft ouzht not to be contrafted to

sch other, that lor the public good and the
\wll being of community, providence hath
dclignedly joined them together, and whart
God hath joined together lct no man pue
afunder.

I am greatly miltaken, or before the fwerd
was drawn, thev were both juined in onc in
whom we are ail untted, and to whom we are
-all more 1nacbied than to any onc man up-
-on the continent recolle& mylelf
and name him not; “twould be like fhew!
the fun after hqwmg deferibedit \"Y as not
tie worthy and honourable Prefidént of the
Congrels our own—a mecrchantalfo ? Some
of the firlt chara&ers in the civil and milita-
ry department were merchants or traders ;
and now I have faid fo much upon this head,
1 hope litle more will be {aid upou it henee-
forward but what will be Leaiing.

I go on to mention, let us mould the go-
vernments of the refpe@ive fteates, and the
reprefentative body of the united, viz. the
Congrels, fo as not onlyto exclude kings buc

E tyranny
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tvranny.and as cver to retain the fupreme au-
tharity in the people, together with the pow-
¢+, no lefs than the right of calling their de-
legated agents 1o an account, whether they fit
1 cheallembly, the council, the chair, or the
Congrels. We are ‘not fighting againft the
nanie of a king, but the ¥yranny ; and if we
fuffer that tyranny under another name, we
only change our mafter without getting rid
of our flavery. Take heed therefore my
brethren, and fland faft in thace liberty where-
with you have been made frce. Let no
{inple individual, lct no colle&ive body exale
jt{clf above mcafure, and aflume toitfelf pow-
crs that do not belong to it, and ‘with which
it ‘has never been entrufted, neither 1mplicri-
ly nor exprefily, Now is the golden op-
portunity for banifhing tyranny as weil as
royalty out of the American ftates, and fend-
ing them back toEurcpe from whence they

were imported.

I might enlarge, but muit forbear. Tis
expedicnt and opportune however to men-
tion that would we have our independency
perpetuated, let us repent-of -cur fins, at-
tend to religion, and live the do&rines of
chriftianity ; then may we realonably ex-
pect, that future generations will joyfully
commemorate this anniverfary, and that the

ramcs of thofe who boldly ftood forthin
the caufe of liberty, and adted a confiftent

and uniform parc will be blefied.
My
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My honourable avdience, I am as much
tired with fpcaking, as you can be with
‘hearing me ; but [ muft take a licte no-
tice of what ftrikes the ear of my imagi-
nation, lrom one oppreflcd with the diffi-
cultics of the day—il thde are the fraus
of independence, better be dependent as
before =My honelt friend, they are not
the fruits. of independence, but cf Bri-
tain’s attempting to enflave vs. They ori-
ginate truly and properly from. thofe we
were before dependent upon.  Blamce them
therefore for all your ditficultics, and hate
more than cver being broupht into bon-
dage to them. Your ditficulties are great,
but don’t miftake the caule, charge them

v the real authors. I pity you wuider

em, and recommcnd it t0 every man to

fe you ol them as far as hc is able.
idur, my kriend, have you cver icad the
hiftory of your own couniry wrote by
Mather, if not, you bave hecard of ix, let
m¢ recommend it 1o your perufal, you
will thenr find, that your difficolties wie
vaitly fhort of what your {orefaclicrs ens
dured. Aand let me further tcll you, thas
1 do not recolle® reading of any peaple
fince the creavon that vver fecured thor
libertics without uvndcrgoing tar, far more
than what we have expcricnced. 1 el o
bancy 1 lec, a diftant dawning that indi-
cates we¢ are not far from the end of vus
toubles, But if nor, be of good tcuvsges

the
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tte horrers of flivery, after having exafpe-
raicd our cnemics by fo animated and brave
an r\pv*‘"nn are miote w0 be dreaded than
greater difficultes. Look upon your litde
cacs, the duslings of your foud, and con-
filer what wili be their lot fhould the
arms of Britain prevaill.  They will be for-
ced to cry out. O that we had been bora
Alncans inftead of Amcricars! | now lcave
1.

t with your good [leufe, and have done, my
ficnd. T cannot bue hope that the Lord
will fave us lor his own names fake,

AMEN! Soletitbe !

E'{ n &T f ) pram—— P‘Ivc I1T. f\' Yor g from 1‘}1"' !)G!?Cm for
r:7. (824 Tead nr-rfvaj Page 20, thirteen lined from the

top lor charged vead enrcged.—~Uoge 32, lad dine for
Jorgod ccad forzed,
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The followinzy Y XIN from Be. WaTTs s

collellicn. famewhat altered, war fung upon
de ocesfiia,

ATURE with all her pow'rs fhail ing
God the creator and the King ;

Nor air, nor carth, nor fkics, nor {cas,

Deay the tribute of their praile.

Begin to make his glorics kaown,

Ye Icraphs that {ir near his throne,

Tune your !‘{arps high, and {pread the found
To the creation’s utmolt bouad.

All mortal things of meaner frame,

Excrt your force, and own his name ;
\Whiltt with our fouls, and with our voice,
We fing his honers and our joys.

To kim be facred all we have,

From the young cradle 1o the grave ;
Qur lips fhall his loud wonders i,
And ev'ry word a miracle.

This weltern {oil, cur native land,
Lics fafe in the Almighty's hand ;
QOur focs of conquell dream in vain,
We'il nc'er fubmit to wear the chain.

Raile monumental praifcs high,

To him that thundcers thro the fky
And with an awfu! nod or frowa,
Shakes aa afpiriny tyrant down ¢



