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AN ORATION, &ec.

w‘
My Friexps AND FELLOW-CITIZENS——

ON this day, while a large portion of the hu.
man race are groaning under the bonds of {lavery
and oppreflion ; while Defpssifm flalks on the ruins
of Freedom, riveting in chains a great part of the
eaftern continent ; and mitlions are bowing down at
the feet of Lords and Tyrants—W e are aflembled,
not to pay the fervile homage of adulation for the
birth of Kings and Defpots ; not to pour forth the
fhouts of fanaticm for the triumphs of anarchy, or
to fwell the guilty acclamations of a frantic ufurp-
er....No! a more ex:lted theme infpives our minds.
We celebrate that day, which freed a Nativn from
tyranny ; which pave a new ewnpire tothe world
@ day, which declared the dignity of human nature,
and the eternal rights of man ; a d:y,terrible to
Tyrants, but dearto Freemen.

On this aufpi.
cious day, while every heart is filled with trium.

phant fatisfattion at the recollection of our Iunde.
pendence, let pleafure blow the trump of joy ! —
L et fhouts of patrioiifin burft from every tongue,
and pxans of exultation rife trom every breaft !



4

1t becomes a nation, highly privileged for its blef-
fings, while liberty is dear to man ; while the infu.
perable fpirit of freedom glows in every breaft, to
Jearn the caufes of public difunion, and to aveid the
origin of political misfortune : to colle@, from the
examples of other nations, from their rife, progrefs,
and decline, as well as from our own fituation, and
the tendency of popular and unpopular principlesie..
to reflcCt on the paft, the prefent, and to look for.-
ward to the future. From the paft to calculate
what is to come ; from the great political drama of
human life, to explore the caufes of private and
public felicaity 3 and from the whole to learn, what
is, and what is not, conducive to the greateft pofli.
ble happinefs of our tellow beings, isa work of hu-
maunity, and the duly of ftatefmen and philefo-
phers ; but far tooextsufive for an occafion like
the prefent.

I ccme not here, my friends, to prefzribe rules
for your condud ; or to impofe on you any political
tenets of my cwn. I come to remind you, that
thirty years ago, our anceftors, in defpite of every
oppofition, and in defiance of the arms of Britain,
declared to the world their INDEPENDENCE 3 and
in fupport of it, appealing to the Supreme Judge
of the univerfe for the reftitude of their intentions,
pledged to each other their lives, their fortunes,
and their facred honor. The forces of a mighty
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empire were called forth to crufh, and te chain us.
On the eaft, a vitorious army and an all power.
ful navy ravaged our fea.coafts....On the weft, the
favages forfook their native hauats to fpread de.
valtation and carnage. The fiery meteors of royal
vengeance ftreamed thro’ cur atmofphere....The
clouds of war gathered blacknefs...and the tempeft
of battle burft over our heads !.weeeec But America
ftood firm and undaunted :—Like the lofty Andes,
whofe towering tops rife in caim fublimity, mock=

ing the fury of the angry elements !
1 will not harrow up your feelings, by relating

the cruel fufferings of our countrymen, our fathers,
and our friends ; nor will I recount their glorious
achievements, or the laurels whichthey won. Suf-.
fice it to fay, That after a long and bloody war, in
which Great Britain loft thoufands of the lives of
her innocent fubj~&s, and expended millions of mo-
ney, fhe was obliged to feal and ackowledge our
Independence. She at length experienced the truth
of this grand political axiom—That, ¢ for a Nation
to be PREE, it is fufficient that fhe wiLLS 1T.”" =
Her armies were withdrawn from our country, and
her navy from our coafts.

Our countrymen, who fought, not to conquer
and enflave, or to acquire dominion ever countries
not their own ; but in defence of their deareft
rights and privileges ; ia defence of the liberties of
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their country; of themfelves and pofterity.—Con.
tent with having humbled the pride ot Britain, the
war-worn f{oldier, and his veteran commander, re.
turned in quiet to their families and their homes,
and again mingled in the common mafs of cie
tizens.

After a confiderable lapfe of time, during which
the minds of our countrymen had become calm, and
reafon had aflumed her guidance ; after mature acd
Jeliberate reflection, delegates were elcéted by the
people to form a Conftitution, which thould fecure,
to every American citizen, the blethogs of liberty,
and equal rights and privileges to all.  Or, a3 ex.
prefled by the people themfelves, io clear and em-
phatic language—The Cooftitution was eftublifhed
“ Toform a more perfect union ; eftablifh juftice 3
‘¢ infure domeltic tranquility ; provide for the com.
“ mon defence ; promote the aeneral we!fare; and
*¢ fecure the bleflings of liberty to ourlcives and
¢ our pofterity.”

This Conflitution, the great bulwark of our li
berties, and fafeguard of our independence, isin
truth the ac of the people ; and, as exprefled by a
very able ftatefinan,® ¢ is unlike ali that have pre=
1¢ ceded it, as to itsmanrer of coming into exiftence,
‘ going into operation, and in all its effential fea-
 tures. There is not to be found in the hiftory
¢ of markind, any one, which in thefe refpeéls;

® Judge Edmardn
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¢ will at all compare with ite It was formed, ina
‘¢ time of profound peace, when our nation was une
“¢ awed by any foreign force, undifturbed by any
¢ inteftine commotion, by wife men eleGted for that
¢ purpofe, many of them diftinguifhed for their re-
¢¢ volutionary fervices and eminent talents ; -and
¢ fome of them juftly ranked among the beft pate
¢¢ riots of our country, Having been thus formed,
¢ it was fubmitted to the people themfelves, for
¢¢ their con(ideration :—The people adopted it It
was not impofed on us by a tyrant or a defpot, at
the point of the bayonet or the fword, but adopted
by an enlightened people, on mature deliberation.—»
‘¢ We, the people of the United States do ordain
‘¢ and eftablifh this Conftitution, &ce

"No fooner had this Conftitution been eftablith.
ed, and commenced its operation, than a fet of ams<
bitious and defigning men, aiming, not at the pub-
lic good, but at felf aggrandizement ; wifhing to mo-.
nopolize power, and to lord it over the people ;
began to concert projeéts to overturn and deftroy
our government ; to fap the very founda:ion of our
Conttitution ; and to eftablith upon its ruins, Mce
narchy and Defpotifm.

During the adminiftration of that ever to be re-
vered patriot and hero, GEorRGE WASHINGTON,
the aritocratic* party had but little profpe of fuc-

cefs. Por when that «dmiviftration clofed, and the

® Artecrat., Feduiiliftsy and Friends of Qrder, are ufed as fy<
moRymous teruas,
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ring-leader of the Federal junto fucceeded to the
Pre(idency, the object of the ariftocrats began to
appear confpicuous : And, while they were cajoling
the people, endeavoring to lull them into fecurity,
and caufe them to fleep upon their rights, they
were.grafping at power, abridging the liberties of
the citizens, fowing the feeds of Defpotifm, and
preparing chains for our necks,—Then it was, that
Fobn Adams declared, ‘¢ *That America could never
be réfpectable and happy, until we had an hereditary
chicf magifirate, and a hole of nobles”” The people
however were not yet prepared for fuch a change';
and the great object of the leaders of that party was
kept as much as poflible from the public view
while Great Britain was toafted in every direétion :
She was the moft enlightened nation on earth, her
government the moft wife and profound, and her
Conftitution a perfet model, for the imitation of a
virtuous and enligtened people ! This was the form
of government which the Federal party wasanx~
ious to eftabhih in this country.

I am juftified in thefe rcmarks, not cnly from
the foregoing confiderations, but from a further de.
claration of their Captain-General, the ring-leader
of the junto. He declared, in exprefs terms—
¢ That the Britifh Cowftitution was the mrf} flupendous
fabric of human invention, that ever was formed by
man.+ Compare this with the foregoing declara-

® <ee letters to Samuel Adams.

4 Piabably he meant fuch a man as himfelf; the: zeatous friend of
royal tyrants, but the iavelerate cwemy of the peojle & he who
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tion which 1 have cited, and you have a perfe&
idea of their obje@s and their views. I might pro-
duce numberlefs inftances of {imilar declarations
from other Federa! chara&ters, fRanding high in office
at that time.  But, as from the commanderin chief,
the moft authentic information may be obtained,
with refpect to the movements and deftination of an
army ; fu, in politics, from the leader or Captain-
General of a party, may be obtained the moft au=
thentic information refpeing their obje@s and de-
figns.

A ftrong predile&ion in favor of the Britifh nation
was apparent in the condu of every genuine Federalifd.
In the year 1797, a victory was obtained by ad-
mira) Nelfon over the French fleet. This was, to
the ‘¢ exclufive friends of order.” f{ufficient. caufe of
rejoicing : And in many parts of the United States,
the receipt of the iatelligence was fucceeded by a
day of general feftivitye The federal papers teem.
€d with—** The evening before laft we receiv.
“ ed the pleafing intelligence of the capture of
¢ the French fleet, by lord Nelfon. The
4¢ town was illuminated, and preparations immedi.
#¢ ately made for the celebration of the  fucceeding
¢ day, which was ufhered in by the firing of cannon,
‘¢ and the ringing of bells.—Qur friends alfembled
“ at the houfe of Mr. $***®« (i of the golden

““ crown, and partook of an elegant repaft, pro-

¢izeumferibed the freedom of the mind, as a prelude 1o enflaving
the ”d’v
B
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* vided for the occafion ;—After which the follow-

‘“ ing toafts were drank accompanied wich the dif-
‘“ charge of cannon :—

‘“ 1, Admiral Nelfon.
2, The Britith Navy. 3 cheers. |
‘3. John Adams, Prefident of the U. States.

““ 4, Confufion to Democrats. ¢ cheerg—
Rogues march, &c.”

Thefe, or fimilar toafts, followed in regular fuc-
ceflion, on all vccufions ; and John Adams and his
adminflration were toafted with the adminiftration
of Britain, while not a word was faid about the
V:ce Prefident, unlefs o denounce him as an Irfi-
del, Dceift, and  Aiheiff.ioan infamous reviler and
blafphemer, and an enemy of God and Religiom,
Jf a Republican dared to fhew his head on any pub=
lic occafion, he was inftanily loaded - with abufe by
thefe felf-ityled ¢ friends of crder,’’ and branded
with the names of Arheift, Jacobin, Rcwolutionift,
and every opprobrious epithet in the power of man
to devife or ingenuity to fuggeft. The fame prin-
cip'es, the fame predile&tion in favor of Britain, are
{till apparent in the condu® of the ariftocratic fac-
tion : —Intelligence is received of a vi&t ry, ohtamned
by the B.itiifh over the combined French and Spanifh
flcet. ¢ The friends of ord-r’’ meetin little fquads,
to drink fuccds ¢ to the Briiith Navy, and Old
Eogland’s galizas tars 3”7 and finles-of joy bzam on
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every face ! But no fooner does the news arrive of
the fuce~f of the Frer.h arms over the combined
powers of Europe, thar the fcence is changed :
a fullen gloom fits heavy on their cheeks : their
brows are knit in mournful forrow ; and not a {mile
is feen upon their countenances.

Having fhewn the ftrong attachment of the Fede.
ral party to the Britifh government, let us next en=
quire who are, and ever have been, the leaders of
that party ? |

Not the plain, induftrious and refpetable Farmer
and Mechanic, who acquire fubfiftence by their owa
induflry, and 1h: fweat of their brow ; who are the
great pillars and fupporters of government, and
who contlirute a vaft majority of the American
people : —Not the honeft, well-meaning part of
community, who wifh for wholefome and equal laws,
and d{dain every mneafure which tends to the ag-
grandifement of a few at the expence of the ma-
ny 3 but the Clergy, the Lawyers and Merchants :
Thefe conftitute the leadirs and principal fuppor-
ters of that party.—The Merchant is attached to
the Britifh nation from motives of intereft, and the
Clergy and Lawyers from motives of felf aggran.
dizement. The importer, who croffes the Atlantic
to trade with the Britith Merchant, natyrally im-
bibes the politics of that nation ; and ufually returns
ftored with as complete an ‘afl irtment’ of Brinth
politics, as of Briufh gocds.  Thefe are dealt out
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‘eitker by wholefale or retail, with his goods, to the
coantry merchant, as may be beft fuited to his ge=
pius and capacity ; and thus is formed a grand chain,
which extends throogh all claffes of Merchants,

from the importer; down to the retailer of needles
and pins.

‘ ‘The Clergy and Lawyers, buoyed up with egot.
ifm, grafping at power and awthorily, aiming at a con~
folidation of Church and State, anxious for the efRtabe
lithment of (ille:‘and dgnities, and 20 bci'cd?l'ary fucs
ceflion of offices, have ever been warm fupporters of
the Britith form of government.—A government,
in which the people have nothing to do, except to
be governed.* The rulers, compofed of Nobility -
and Privileged Orders, decorited with the gewgaw
 titles of Dukes, Marguifes, Earls, Barons, Viftounts,
Lords fpiritual and tempiral, Knights of the Bath
and Bla k Red, Knights of the Star aud Garter ; to=
gether with an hundred other fenfelefs diltin@ions,
which ferve only to delude and enflave the people,
andto filch from the honeft and indalirious iaborer,
his hard earned property ; while the Nodility and
Privileged Orders are rolling away in their chariots,
in all the pomp and fplendor of Juxury and pride, ard’
furrounded with all the bleffings of NaT {ONAL
Bankruptcy ! His moft facred majefty ! and royal

® 6 To be oveangD,” includesin its fignification, to pay taxes,
wituout teing fo prefumptuous as to enquire how the money 78
fpent j—whether in the fervice of the counuy, or in fuppest of
pups parafites and courttzans,
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family, mufl be guarded, both in peace and wer, by
an armed foldicry y<=~And if a fquib happens to be
fired within hearing of the Royal Palace, hundreds
of fervants fally forth, and as if borne on eagle’s
wings, contend the prize who fhall firlt reach the
houfe of Lords, and fighing! panting! expiringt
almoft breathlefs, with dificulty pronounce in bro-
ken accents—<““ My Lords, the King’s been [bot at ! 1"
And if all the Kings, Tyrants, and Defpots on earth;
were not only -1 at, but allually fBrt, it would cons
sribute more 0 the liberties and happinefs of man.
kind, than the whole race of kings who have ex.
ift=d fioce the creation of the world.

- I with oot to be underftood as ftating that evtr,r
Clergyman, lawyer, and mesrchant, mult of neceflity
hea federalift and an ariftacrat.  To this, as to moft
general rules, thete "are many exceptions. There
arc|xﬁany Clergymen, Lawyers and Merchants, who
are frignds to theircountry, and to 'equal rights and
privileges : but the great mafs has hitherto been of
the ariftocratic party.

- Qf the three clafles, which I have juft nouced
the Clergy, under the adminiftration of John
Adams, were the moft alive and malignant, and
perhaps had the greatelt influence with the people.

It has ever been the invariable rule of Prie/«
and Tyrants of every defcription to keep the people
as tuch as poflible in ignoméc:. On the ignorance
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of the muliitude their dominion was feunded.
By cherifhing that ignorance, it has been fo long
preferved. By intermingling things Jfpiritual
with things temporal, they were the better
qualified to miflead the people, and to eftablith the
empire of Defpotifm and Superflitien, on the ruins of
our Liberty and Indep.mdence. Hence, ioftead of
preaching the dottrines of the meck and lowly Fefu,
3s contained in the Gofpel, they were coutinuallp
peddling out palitics to their parithioners, remitcing
the Gins of, and purifying all thofe who would fub=
fcribe implicitly to their political tenets ; and de=
nouncing all who had independerce enough to think
for themfelves, as infidels, degfP; and atheills, enewmics
of their country, of God and re.gion 3 and finally |
eonfigning them to erernal oblivion. Apd thus was
inftituted in the very bofam of {ociety, in every pa.
riflh, particularly in the eaftern ftates, a kind of po-
titical fchool, in which, under the naine of religion,
the young and the aped were inftructed in the pure
dopmas of Federgl pa!i!i;:. They were tmght to
treat all who bore the name of Republican, all who
would not fall down and worfhip the goldcn ca!f,
a¢ infamous revilers and blafphemcrs of God, and
enemies of their country.  The cry of ¢ The Church
is in davger I was rung by thefe political priefts,
from laire to Georgia. The people were told,
that {houid the Demserats gain the afcendancy, and



Jefferfinbe eleted Prefident, their meeting-houfes
‘would be pulled down, and deftroyed ; all the bi-
bles in the country would be burnt ; and one gene-
ral fcene of infidelity and blafphemy, of anarchy and
confufion would enfue. How far thefe preditions
have been realized the people can bear teftimony.

I fhall now leave Priefls, I > vyers and Merchants
and proceed to notice afew of che a&sof the Federsl
.adminiftration. The firft wliich prefents itfelf, and
which is perhaps one of the moft dangerous to the
Jiberties of the people, in a republican form of yo-
vernmeit, is, the eftablithment of the Funding Sy /iem.
This, in rhe bind: of an cdminiftration, (not to fay
corrupt) but whofe interefts are in any manner dif-
ferent from thofe of the people, is an inftrument of
incalculable force, and may be always wiclded
without oppofitions And, while it chargeson pof-
terity the expeunces of any enterprize that may be
undertaken, enables governments to go to war

whenever they pleafe, without the confent of the
people ; to hire men to flaughter each other with
more than their own fwords; and to wring from
the hard earnings of future generations, the means
of deftroying the prefeat. ltf{ervesalfo to augment
the public debt, by the augmentation of public ex.
peaditure. A fv{tem which has ever been the de-

light of the ariftocratic party, but the bane of every
true Republizan.
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" The Sta=s /23, pafled in the year 1797, the verr
‘name of waich is odious to the American peopie,
was caloriated to opprefs the citizens, and to form
one of .":e foundati.r ftones, on which was to be
.ere@:d that ariiccratic fabric, which the federal
party have ever leen aiming to establith n this
country. But the ‘people hid not yet forgotten
that a [imilar «& was onc o the canfes of that re.
- wolution whi b fezedt 95 irom tize Britith ycke. And
‘while it fcrved to develope the defigns of our ru-
lers, it ferved alfo as a warning to the people, aud
placed them on their guard agaioft every infringe-
ment of their liberties. -This was fellowed by
an Alien Law, and wnext by a Standing Army,
confifting cf ten thoufand men. This mighty ormy
was raifed under-the pretence of crufhing Bona-
parte and the armies of Frarce, confifting of ne
lefs than three bundred thoufand of the beft difci-
plined troops on the glabe ; while Bonaparte him-
felf, with a large army, was then in Egypt, more
than eight thoufand miles diftast, ¢ without any pofli-
** bility of ceming to America, unlefs he perforated
4¢ the earth, and like Baron Trenk,fought an oppor-
¥ tunity to un-earth himfelf 1’ |

This pretext is oo flim{y to require a- moment’s
ferious confideration : The real cbjeft was, to have
an army always at command, under the immediite
contrul of the federal adminiftration, to carry iato
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exeeution amy meafure which this adminifirstive,
corrupt in itfelf, might think proper to impofe om
the people, however tucompatible with - their feel.
dngs, or tending to the deltru@tion of their léer+
ties and independence.  Our country was thronged
with military officers, with the'r farr-weather copge
miflions, riding in all the pump avd Jplendor of Ene
ghﬂ} Noblemen 7 while the induftrious labourer
was toiling wndcr the almoft vertical rays of the
i’un * burthened with a load of oppreflive taxes, @
,'fuPport this ufelefs horde of mufbrosm theers, tos
gether with bands of armed (oldlers rafed, not
to deferd the liher:ies of the citizens, but to tram.
ple them under foot.

It bas ever been the great olj- & of rulers, in
monarchical and ariltocratical governments, to enw
{lave the people, to clofe every avenue of infor.
‘mation, and to envelope them in ignorance. This
is ufually done by oppreffive taxation, creating ufelefs
offices, concentrating power in their own hands, and
abridging the liberties of Speech and of the Prefs. 1u
purfuance of thefe principles the {ianding army was
raifed : and to fupport that ftanding army, the
Direct Tax was impofed upon the people ; the bane-

® The author is aware that the people in this country libor ae
well in winter, as in (ummer, and that although the rays of the fun
are not nearly vertical at that feafon, he has chofen the woips
¢¢ almoit vertical rays,” as being more cogent, and deicript:ive of
‘that feafon of the year when the hufbandman wndergucs bis gicat-

Q‘t tOilc
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fut effelts of which you have all experiencéd, and
on the credit of which the Prefident was authorifed
to bortow two millions of dollarss Your lands and
houfes, nay, every pane of glafs you pofiefled, was
mortgaged for the fecurity of its payment, as wel
as for the payment of any imlldk tak which might
be aftetwardsimpofed upon us by our loyal friends
the ariftocratsi This opened the way for wholé
fwarms of officers, fuch as Acomy'tiiﬂ'mners, {urveyors,
affflors, colle&tors, &cs whofe falaries fwallowed
up nearly one half of the tax before it reached the
Trealury Departthent.—If any were heard to com.
ﬁlain‘ of oppreffive taxation, they were told that the
pheafe itfelt had no meaning ; and that althouph
it was ditferently underftood formerly, the fubje
had of late been analyzed, and it was now clearly
afcertained that taxes are in themfelves a public be-
pefit! That a ¢ National Debt is National prof-.
perity !’ and that people grow rich in proportion
to the money they pay out ; juft as a ditch grows
wide in proportion to the quantity of earth taken
from its fides! They wers told that the admini-
firation having the public good folely in view, had
created numberlefs officers, and that the ftanding
army had been raifed and retained, for the pur.
pofe of increafing the wealth and happinefs of the
people, in the augmentation of public taxess The
people of a free and enlightened nation were, how-
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ever, not to be deluded by this fareical game, thus
plaved of. And though the diftinQion of ¢ wells
barn™ and ¢ dafe born,” was rung in their ears, they
could ot underitand ths novel doftrine in the man-
ner rélated by the ¢ friends of order,* that *“ 3 Na«
tional debt was a national. blefling.” They fele,
within themfelves, that, if taxes were to be paid to
the amount of one fourtd, ot one tenth of all the
property they poffefled, it was zot 8 mere found
without meaving ; that the pagment of a tax which
drained thew of their money, had st leall the ap-
pearance of 3 reality ; and not only of a reality, but
of a ferious evil ; apd loud murmurs wese heard ia
every part of the union.

To Glence thefe complaints the ¢ Sed' ition or Gag-
law’ was paffed, abridging the liberties of Speech and
of the Prefs : impofing fines, and conﬁmnp; within
the gloomy walls of a pr:fon, all thefe who dared to
exprels 3 fentiment u-favorable to any meafure of
the adminiltrations  And thus thielded from public
fcrutiny by a Sedition Lew, and puarded by a {tanda
ing army, the ** well born,” with Jouy Apamsat
their head, farrounded by his fattelites and depens
dants, were fowing the feeds of corruption through
the l.nd. monopoliging power, xnrd trempling une.
d:r foor the rights and hiberties of the citizens 3
while the jult, though hard earned claime of indi.
gent.merit, were every where defpifed and rejecQed.
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‘As the limits'of the prefent enquiry will not pere
mit 2 more thorough inveltigation of the feveral:
meafures to which I haye alluded, I have oaly
flightly touched fome of the moft prominent feae.
tures of that adminiftration, founded in fraud, hypo.
cricy and corruption, the mofl bafe ever recorded
in the annals of hiftory. . :

. The [everal a&ts to which I have alluded, confie’
dered in themfelves,form & piture of pppreflion and’
tyranny hard to be defcribed ; but when taken col»
le@tively, as forming. the component parts of one
greit chain of caufis, which was to overturn nur go.
vernment, langusge, too feeble to paint its bafenefs,
Jails in the defcrap ions The fubj-& itfelf, thue
confidered, forms a px&ure, compared with which,
all that Lhave faid or can fay, would be but poor*
and frigid, ~ \ |
* Qur countrymen, fired at the repeated aggreflions
vpon their unalienable rights as Freemen, took the
alarm, which fpread like the ele&ric fluid through'
every part of our country ! They burled that
monfter from his feat, who had been a difgrace to
the American name, and ele@®ed to the Prefideacy.

shat able Statefman and Philofopher, THOMAS
JEFFERSON, whofe character is above the reach
of calumuoy, and the fhafts of gnvy | '

Under his adminiftration no ¢ Stamp A3’ has
been palled ; no ‘¢ Alien” or ** Sedition Laws” ; no
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‘¢ Standing Army” has been raifed; no ¢ Dire/?
7 v impofed upon the people ; and no ** Funding
Syftem’’ eftablilhed.

A whole army of midnight Judges has been dif-
banded ; ufelefs offices deltroyed, and their falaries
appropriated to public ufes.  The fyftem of internal
taxation has fallen into difufe ; taxes every where
have diminithed, and no more is colletted than the
exigencies of the nation require.  No tribute is paid
to any of the Barbary powers. The Bafhaw of
Tnpoh, and the Emperor of Morocco have been
taught to refpect the American flag. The thunder
of our cannon, and the valour of oar brave country-
men, have humbled the pride of thefe Defpots, and
peace has been concluded with them on honorable
terms.

Our Publie Debt is faft decreafing : our finances are
in a flourifhing fituation : an extenfive and fertile ter.
ritory hasbeen added to our country,and the free na:
vigation of the Mifliflippi fecured to our citizens: our
country is falt iccreafing in population ard wealth,
and the equal rights and privileges of our citizens
are protetted and fecured.  The country in which
we live has emerged from the tyranny and def-
potifm of a Territoriul Government, and been ad-
witted as an independent State in the American
Uoion ; which, if foftered with care, will fhortly
form one of the brighteft conltellations of the wer-
tern hemifphere. But if neglected —if the people
become inattentive to their mtr’reﬂs, and regardlefs
of their riphts, we may again fick into a ftate worfe
than Territorial Deipctifm. It therefore becomes
every citizen who prefers the bleflings of liberty to
thie degradation of {lavery, to guard againft the de-
ceptive arts of demapogues, and to watch the con-

duct of our rulerss 1t beccmes usto examine whe.
D
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ther our reprefentatives in the national and ftate
iegilatures have afted in conformity to the princi-
ples of Rc, ub.reanifm, and the important trult repo~
f=d in them by the people ; and if on fuch exami.
nation, it is found that any of them have not acted
upon Repablican principles ; if they have recome
mended to important oﬂxccs men oppofed to the
prefent adminiftration, and notonouﬂy of the ariffo-
craiic faéhon ; if they have betrayed any important
truit committed to them, and are mere tools in the
hands of the ariffocrals ; it they have become advo-
cates for ¢ federalifm,” and poffefs the principles of
L€ [ If-jdiied friends of order ; it is the duty of the
people to expel them from their offices, and to rid

our country of every fuch badge of hypocnfy
and corruption !

There is one clafsof citizens too defpicable to be
neticed, and yet fo frequently to be found in this
country, that I cannot pafs them over in filence.
Thefe are fometimes called Quids, and fometimes
Trimmers ; cfter{ibly attached to no party, and
fupported by none. ‘T'hey refemble a Weather. cock,
vecering about with every breeze of wind. At one
moment they are good ¢ federalilts’—the next Re-
publicans : at another moment they are neither
onc nor the other, but tinged with a little of both :
always crying out ‘‘a union of parties!” riding
upon the fence, and ready to topple over on either
{fide, as it may beft fuit their inclinations or their in-
tere{t. This clals of citizens always aé from felfith
motives ¢ They either wifh to acquire offices, or to
retain thofle already acquired ; and are more dan-
gerous to a Republic than any kind of fa&tion that
can be nawned.

Hypacricy, corruption, and deceir, will fooner
overturn a Republican goverament, than cpen hof.
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tility and rebellion. Men of this defcription ought
never to be trufted ; they are ‘ wolves in fheep’s
clothing ;”” and if trofted, they will always deceive.
Beware, therefore, my friends, how you entroft
your moft important concerns in the hands of men
of no fixed principless They are bafe impoftors,
and carkered in their heart’s core ! Let vs guard
againft every fpecies of impofition, oppreflion and
corruption : Lert us guard againt Tyrants, Def-
pots and Impoftors, whatever fhape they may af-
fume : Let us cherith truth, the great ornament of
human nature ; which though at times may be ob-
fcured by pafling clouds; though fophiftry may
pervert, can never alter its nature. It will ever
remain invariably the fame ; and, like the meridian
fun, will fhine forth in allits brightrefs and {plen-
dor! The caufe of Liberty and Truth is the
fame ;—Nofplendor of genius ;—no charmsof elo-
quence are wanting to emblazon its native merits :
it ftandson its own ground, firm and immoveable.
Let us cherith and preferve it, in its priftine purity,
and thus promote tne future profperity and happi-
nefs of our country, which will ferve as an exam-
ple to future generations until the remotelt apges,
and an eternal barrier againlt every encroachmeat
of tyranny and ambition !

Columtian Fair,

Generous difpcfers of our happinefs, and amiable
proteCtors of our fchiaty !—=To you it belongs to
rule the wiider empire of virtue. Long continue,
as at prefent, the watchiful guardians of our morals’;
ar.d by the mildnefs of your perfuafive converfation,
and the fovereign iv tluence of your example, teach
vs the pure principles of virtuous liberty, and crown
all our blefliugs withi your finiles ! Remember that
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no heart can refift the voice of patrictifm; when
urged by the lips of beauty and inuocence.

Feinow CiTizene ! Worthy Brothers and
Friends! Let us cultivate peace, candour, indultry
and truth. Let the example of our peaceful vir.
tues obliterate every (tain of difgrace which Dema-
gogues and Calumniators have aimed at our Nation-
al Character; let us, (like our worthy Prefident)
rife fuperior to every fpecies of calumny, and our
names, with our virtues, will be tranfinitted down
in grateful remembrance, to the lateft pofterity.—
No tyrant will dare to threaten our fhores ; and
we (hall Aourifh the friends and the delight of all
nature and mankind. The wildernefs will bud and
bleMm in the beauty of peace, and each {it under
his own viue and fig-treein the fweet fmiles of con-
tent. Let us ftudy to maintsin true morality and
religion, true liberty and good povernment ; let us
cherith them as the foui:dation of all focial, all po-
litical happine(s ; and let us protedt them, indepen-.
dent of forms, of Names and idle profeflions. Let
not the genius of our country be fettered, or our li»
berties infringed by the corruption of any Tyrant or
Defot; But roufe again{t every fuch impoftor, and
with me indignantly exclaim ;e

\
-

¢ PerisH all tyranny rather than one prin~
¢¢ ciple of human liberty be deftroyed among
¢ mankind ! ! !
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