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REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE.

v . e
L) * N

Lenox, Jury e, 1802,

SIR, “
At this late hour we are obliged- ts regheff you, to
prepare and delver an ORATION, to the Inhabitants of -
LEnox, &c, on the enfuing Anniverfary oceafion.
We are, Sir,
With great efiecm and refped,
Your Obedzcm‘ &rvants,

1. GoopWwiN,
A

Lae f‘f;ﬂ’) I;STON Co‘mmz'llee of
‘9

C.
D, €Covuans, | drrangement:
J. WILLARD, ¥

Mr. LEvi GLEZEN. Lk

GRATEFUL TRIBUTE.
el ) £ LI
LENox, JuLy g, 1802,

SIR,
In behalf of the Audience, we return you many thanks
Sor the well-timed and excellent ORATION delivered this day,
in commemoration Jf AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE ; and
we beg leave to requeft of you a copy for the Pre/;.

We belicve the fentiments contained in it will be &Ereeas
ble: 30 Republicans, friemds to order ; and are conforgiadle to
the principles of the Government una’er which we live, and are
determined to juppoit.

e are, ~
With the kigheft ¢fteem and refped,
Your Obedient Servants,
- COMMITTEE OF ARRANSEMENT,

il



Mgr. GLEZEN’s REPLY 7o tue COMMITTEE,

e~ L

. LenNox, JuLy 5, 1802.
GENTLEMEN, '

Accept my acknowledgment for the polite manner, in
whick you have made known to me the will of the Citizens of
Lenox, &c. 1t wonld have been agreeable to my feelings,
that the imperfeClions of the Oration, prepared hafirly and
exhibited this day, fhould not again have come to the notice of
the Public. But by your approbation of its contents, and re.
gueft that it may be printed, I confent to its publication with ¢
Sew verbal corre@lions only, I beg yeu, however, and all oth.
ers, 1nto whofe hands it may fall, to obferve that in flating the
claims of Great-Britain upon this Country, I Aepé in view the
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, ihe Petiiion to the
King, and the Bill of Rights, and have fometimes intention.
ally made ufe of the phrafeology of thofe infiruments ; but as
L wrote from memory only, and as thofe papers are in the
kands of all, Ifound it difficult and think it unneceflary to
note the extralled phrafes. In the two or three pages, where
tlzey appear, 6/l may nfert quotations, wherever they plecfe,

I am with the warmeft cfteem,
Gentlemen,
Your obliged humble fervane,
LEVI GLEZEN,
The Commuttee of Arrangement,
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Oration, &5c.
crmimb iRty

CALLED upon, Fellow- szens by a fhort no.
fice, to addrefs you on this Anniver/fary Occaﬁon I do it with
a wzlfzng mind’ maeea bat with a 2rembling heart. Having
had no tithe to inake rhetorical correftions myfelf, I leave
{heih ‘to be fitade by the candor of an ingenuous audience e
Bt is 1 feél the nghts '‘Gob forbid that“l thould not fpeak
the 'fentiaents ot an American.

THE guthors of the wfirument, called ‘the Declarition
of Indspenderice, have ofiea been panegyrized for their pat.
tiotifm and firmnels of foul, manifefled on the fourth of
Julyone thotifand feven tahdred and fevemty-fix, a day
which gave birth'to tiie United States as anation ; a day which
will be interefting to all fuccéeding generations, and call
torth thetr warmeft expreflions of praife, wonder and adora-
tion. Siiuated ‘as they were, at that awful moment, rvothing
could have fupported them butem nelisbed  3fivence in their
conftituents. This conjidence was well placed. Mauny of ihe
Awmerican pevple, then living, had drank large draughts of
Britifh vengeance, adminiftered by the hands of civil and ec.
clefiaftical tyranny. From the scoURCE of oppreilive cul.
tivation, they had fled (o the protel ‘ian of the wildernefs ;
jrom the rod ot rehined hierarchy to 1 berality ot {:.'.;-*'“
From neceflitv, they were addifted ¢
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mural life.  Scattered over an extenfive territovy, the riches
ot whofe hills and valiies were the gitt of the Go® of nature,
opprefled by poverty, but fharing equally the munificence of
Heaven, they had not yet been infefted with diflipation, nog
had they been feduced by the artsof corruption. They were
fimple in their manners. pure 1n their morality, indued with
vigor, firmnels and integrity and infpiwed with patriotifin,
which at that time blazed throughout the Continent. They
had a ftrong attachment to ihe Lsberties of their Country s
To the iove of ¢hefe they had been inured by edii ‘ation.
Their cafloms, their manners, their ideas, habits and local
circumitances acurithed them, and knowledge, experience
and trial had ripened and nearly brought them to perfeQion.
L1BERT'Y is a:plant conasural to the American foil, whofe
toots fink deep and grow firm, and whofe branches are ter.
minated only by the bounds of Heaven. All thefe circum.
ftances from their nature conduced to render the people of
thele States indignant to any aggreffion which fhould be
made on their privileges and Mmmunities, and furnithed a
firong prefomption that they would mekea firm and united
refiftance to any power which thould have the hardihood tr)
make an attempt agaitft their freedom. But events had then
occurred, which made {fucha refiftance patriotic, neceflary
and inevitable,

THE prindipal of thefe was the enormity of the claims
recently advanced by Great- Britain and refifted by America,
Thefe claims may all be fummed up in one fenience, viz.
¢ Great-Britatn has ever had and of right nught ever to bave
full power 1o hind the Colonies in all cafes whatfoever,’ e
Great- Britain had afiumed the power, without the confent
ot her A flemblies, to keep in ihis Country a Standing Army,

with a niavai armamcat, and to quarter So'diers u € col.
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ence to her will and pleafure.  Americ. afferted that thefe
were repugnant to the genius of her free Conflitutions ; and
that her citizens, the cultivators of the foil, were able and
willing to defend themfelves. Great-Britain claimed a right
to make the civi) power dependent on and fubfervient to the
military ; in time ol peace 10 increale the power of the Com.
mander in Chief and under Aim of the Brigadier-Generals, to
render them {upreme in all the civil Governments in Amer.
ica and to make them the Goverinors of Colonies. America
maintained that, by the Britifh Conftitution, the ¢ivil power
ought ever fo be {uperior to the military.  Great-Britain
claimed the privilege to {end hither fwarms of eflicers to eat
out our fubflance and devour our living. America preferred
officers and rulers of her own chojce and attached to her in.
terefi. Great Britain had empowered the OQfficers of the Cufe
toms to break open and enter houfes.  America {aid this was
zganfl law, -unlefs with the autherity of a civil magiftrates
founded onr legal intormation. America clsimed that her
Judges fhould have fixed falaries and be independent of either
branch of the Legiflature.  Great-Britain had decrecd that
the Admiralty Courts fhould receive their falaries and fees
from the elielts condemned by them{elves ; that the Com-
mon Law Judges fhould be dependent on one part of the
i.egiflature for the payment ci their falaries and the duration
of their commmithons.  Admerica maintained that her citizens,
as Broh {uhjells, were entitled to the privilege of tria) by
Jury and to be prefumed innocent unul proved guilty.—
Great-Lritain had decreed by extending the powers of the
Adwiralty Courts, that the trial by Jury in many civii cales
fuounid Le abolifhed ; that in others the burden cf the proot
¢i innocence fhould lie upor the accufed ; that the colonifts
might be tried v Fagland tor offences, alledged to have been
commitied in Amerree y ard wat for certsin crimes perfons

erighi be 1nditerd anda trzea sn any fhire or county within the
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tors, ought ever to be holden facred, and that tirey wcre
bound by no laws to which they had not, either in perfon og
by their reprefentatives given their confent.  Great-Britain
would allow them. no reprefentation but in name ; Parlia.
ment had undertaken to give and grant their raoney without
their confent ; repeatedly and injurioufly to diffolve and fuf.
pend the Affemblies of the Colonies ; to alter fundamenial.
ly the forms ot Government eftablithed by charter and fecur.
ed by als of its own Legiflature, {olemnly confirmed by the
Crown ; and to eref, in a neighbouring Province a defpot.
ifan, whofe encroaching natuze was dangerous to their polit.
ical exiftence, America claimed only the enjoyment of her
accuftomed privileges ; fhe afked but for Peace, Liberty and
Safety ; the required only the favor of life, liberty and the
purfuit of happrinefs, under the proteftion of her ancient
ufages and laws,  Great-Britain bad undertaken to deprive
them of every thing dear to freemen ; of the power of felf.
proteflion, of complaint, ot juflice, of their lives and liber.
ties ; they had aflumed to take away their proncriy without
their confent ; to deprive them of the rnight of reprefenta.
tion ; to make them entirely dependent on the will of (hejr
King ; to erefl over their heads a defpotic tyranny ; and, in
one word, the climax of arrogance, *‘ f0 bind the Colonies in
all cafes whatfoever.”  Thele claims on the part of Grear.
Britain were not merely fpeculative ; but they had been af-
ferted with confidencz and partly enforced.  Great-Britain
advanced her plans with a dark, intriguing policy ; they
~ere difcovered by the American Patriots, who wrembled and
paufed. |

THE inhabitants of this country had proceeded too far
to recede.  Thev hiad manifeiled a violent oppefition to the
fril encroachment: on their liberties, and fo early as the year
1765, had procured the repeal of the Stamp A&, The citi-
zens of Boflon had throw:i overboard the teas, on which a
duty was laid ; and when for their cftence, their port was
‘hue by anavy, they had received allitance .rom every part

of
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of America. The Ailemblies remonftrated ; but their re.
monftrances were treated with negleft.  In the year 1774,
Delegates from the Colonies met in €ongrefs, publifhed a
Declaration of Rights, fent a petition to the King and ad-
dreffes to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, ot Lenada and ef
the {everal States. After Great. Britain had iaid burdenfome
refiriétions on their trade and fitheries, and their varicus pe-
titions had taken no effe& ; after the agents of the people had
been repeatediy difmiffed and the Governors inflructed tqy
prevent the payment of their falaries, preparations begin to
te made to oppofe aggreffions by foree of arms. icvington
drank the firf} blood fhed in this civil war.  The fcenes gt
Tconderoga, Quebec and Charleflon, with other events foon
followed, which rendered all hopes bt reconciliation delpe.
rate. The Americans, tho’ cooi, determined and modekaﬁ:
at firR, had.pow affumed the voice and condull of a wmn.-.-ﬁ
Their reféntment was raifed by the favage mupner in which
the war had been eommenced. Charigfon, Norfolk and Fgl.
mouth had been wantonly laid in afhes ; their cm_gmryﬁc.
had been inurdered ; women and children had been put (o
flight ; and their complaints and their privileges werg traim;,.
led under foot, Tho' the power of Great- Britain was tormi.
dab'e ; tho’ unnivaled at fca; tho’ her coffers were replenif.
ed and the number of her citizens and armies were cauntiefs ;
tho' the was flulhed with a recent triumph over her hated en.
emy and nival ; yet the hearts of the .dmericass were mog
appdlled by thele confiderations ; but their fouls were united
more ftrongly in defence of a common caufe, intereft and
country. No conditions were proflered them but flavery or
dcatr.  One enthufaltic flame of refentment for injuries
committed, glowed trom Newv- Hampfhire to Georgia.  Thefe
States, weak 1n tiemfelves, deftitute of refources and credit
and untutored in arms, {aw the red {courge ot bonaage bran.
dith-d over them ; they knew no retuge but in uranimity of
refiflance ; 1o this they tought it, and in this they found 1t.~—
“ Ln thetr vwnnalive land, tn defence of their freedorm, which

s
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gas dhar birth-right, jor the protelion of thar property, ac.
exrsed jolely by houcfd indyflry, againf violence alluatly offer.
ed " out cifrzens took up arms.  “ With a humble confidence
in the mercies of the Supreme and Impartial 7udge and Ruler
of the Univerje,” and yelying <o the fupport of their con.
fitnents, the Reprefenizives of the United State: in Con.
grels alfernuicd, publilied to the world the Declaration of
Independence 5 and the inhabitants pledged themfelves to each
other by their facred honor to detend with their lives and for-
tuncs, their liberty and country from every hoftile aggre!fion.
Amertca then ciofed with her adverfary in an appeal to arms,
and {ubmitted her caufe to be tried by the great arbiter of
the faic or Nations.

Tue particular {cenes of this eight years conteft, are
many, various and interefling ; they have emplayed the beft
geniufes oi the American Orators, poets and hiftorians ; it is
p,re{"umcd they are frefh in the memories of all and need no
recapitulation in this place. Suffice 1t to fay, that the Amer.
scans, tho' they fulered many defcats and endured unparal.
leled hardlhips ; tho' at the clofe of the year 1776, weakened
and difheartened, they could boaft only of their gallant ex.
ploit at Trenton 5 yet in 1777 they were fuccefsful at Ber:.
rington and Saratoga ; in 1778 they vanquithed the enemy
at Monmouthk, and made a Treaty with France ; by whofe af-
filtance, in the fucceeding years, they were congquerors at
Stoney-Point, Savannak, Rhode-[2ind, Guiiford, the Eutau
Sorings, and finally on the 19th of O&ober, 1803, they tri.
amphed over the Brity/h arins at York-Town.  On the otk
of November, 1782, the provific nal articles of Peace were
agned at Paris,and England acknowledged the Independence
aed foverasgntv ot the United States of America,  Thus clofe
ed the Revolution, difgracefully tor Great-Britain ; honora-
biy tor Awmerica.

SCARCELY i3 1t probable, Fellow-Citizens, that the
American FPatriots forefasw, il:at ta all fucceeding generations,
the
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the Day on which they publithed the Declaration of Indes
pendence would be numbered among their happieft Anniver.
‘fary Qccafions.  Yet they have lived to {ee this, in a meaf-
‘ure accomplithed ; and no nation can boaft of an Anniverfary
in which joYy may be more rationally exprefled than"our'
own.

By the American Revolution we were {eparated from
the dominien of a foretgn power, from all her exorbitant
claims and her deftruétive policy.  Her chara&ler is thus ad-
mirably fketched by Governor LIVINGSTON of New- fer-
Sfey. ** What,” fays he, *“ 15 their prefent Government, and
what has it been tor years palt, but a penfioned confederacy
againft reqfon and honor and virtue and patriotifm and the

“rights of man! What their Governors, buta fet of political
craftfmen ; flagitioufly confpiring to erc€t the Babel of Pef.
“potifm on the ancient and heautiful fabric of Law ! A fhame.
lefs cabal ; notorioufly employed in deceiving the Prince,
corrupting the Parliament, debafing the People, depreffing
the moft virtuous and exaliing the moft profligate | A Junto
" of public Spoilers, daily increafing a public ‘Deb, already
enormous ! And moreover, fhe is precipitating her own fzll
or the age of miracles is returned.”  * From fuch a nation,”
as the learned gentleman concludes, it was evidemly our in-
tereft to be detached.  What would have been the condition
of America during the late wars in Lurope, had Great-Britain
fucceeded in her plans, or had this country fubmitted on Jer
terms. W hile the reflettive mind reviews the bloody {ceites,
afted beyond the Atlantic, and contemplates the mifery, hor-
ror and devaflation, which have been promifcuoully {catter-
ed through thofe fertile fields, the humiliation of Grege.
Britain at the commencement of peace and her impending
bankruptcy, it cannot but afcend in grateful praifes to Heav-
en, that 1o time we were {natched from the jaws of a fimilar
fate, and far remote from thole fcenes of woe, had become a
free, independent and powerful Nation.

Tii1s



f1

e

THrs joy muft be heightened, when we confider the
objett and principles of the Revelution and the manrer in
which it was condufled. The war was commenced volunta-
rily by Great-Britain ; relull: 'ntly by the Colonies. Ameri-
cans fought not for conqueft, they followed no ambiiious
conqueror ; they were duped by no artifice ; bus with a full
view of their own iitnation, they rifqued their all in detence
of their freedom, ot peace, liberty and fecurity. They were
without Law to aid their operations ; yet with remarkable
unanimity they abode by the recommendations of Congrefs,
like the Decrees of Heaven. Infpired with the greatnefs of
the idea of raifing a nation from bondage and milery to in-
dependence and happinefs, they met no danger which appal-
ed their hearts, or paralized their arm, They treated their
enemies with a noble magnanimity and conformed them.
felves exaltly to the rules of war.—Not {fuch was the condu&
of their Adverfaries. ;They confidered the Colonifts, trom
the firft, as rebels and would allow them the benefit of none
of the principles, which have beean inflituted to moderate the
fury ot civil difleations. By them our citizens were hunted
down like wiid beafts. Dragged to prifons, or confived in
the holes of fhips, they were there fuffered to pine and ftarve
and die. Many were condutted to fecret executions and died
unfeen, unlamented. Many of our citizens, fhut up in towns
and not allowed to depart, fuficred all the horrors of famine
and fiege. There are, perhaps, /c:ze in this audience, who
weil remember thele events and the time, when Great-Britain,
in her madnefs and deltiivm, let loofe the Savages upon the
defencelels inhabitants; when their ears were daily faluted
with the news of families murdered, of women and children
fleeing 1n conflerration ; when they beheld the conflagration
of cities and towns, as Kingflon, Norwalk, Fairfield and Dan-
bury ; when they Jamented the lofs of public and private prop.
erty ; when they faw with anger, the defiruftion of houfes
confecrated to religious purpofes and to the cultivation of
the arts and {ciences.~Rejoice, Ve Yourng, ihia: in the fhort
fpar of your lives, ye have not witnefled fuch fcenes ; but

learn,
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learn, they are the oifspring and natural refult of unbridled,
uolimited tyranny.

THE real friends of the American Revoluticn, will with
ever frefh delight review the virtues of the great men who
led them to viflory and independence ; with whom they
toiled and bled. Their integrity and patriotifm can never be‘
called in queftion. By all wife men, WashinGTonw,
FRANKLIN, JEFFERSON, JOHN and SAMUFL ADpAMms,
GREEN, Jay, LaAureNCE, Haneock, R. T. Parn and
many others will ever he conilered the moft glorious char.
alters, that ever adorned the theatre of altion and will ever
be quoted as models of republican virtue. Let us entertain
a livel fenfe of their talents, induftry, integrity and fervices §
Yet our country confer on them the reward, due to their mey.
itand beware left engratitue be mmcd the vice of the Amer.
ican Republic.

ANOTHER fource of joy, which affefls our bresfis ofn
this day, is the effefts, which have flowed from the Armerican
Revolution. It has imprefled i henign afpe& on Religion.
Variove, indeed, are the forms, under which (he God of
Heaven is worfhiped, The people appeal te their own good
fenle in the choice of their religious ¢reeds and the rifing
seneration, far from having their minds fhackled with falfe
opirion and wild theories, as {oon as they commence their
exiftence, which it is lawful for them neither to examine nog
contradil, are early invited to the exercife of their reafon op
religious {ubjeéls, and to ground the ptinciples of cheir moral
conduft on truth, derived from the contemplation of nature,
of fociety and the fcriptures.~~Americans voluntarily fupport
their religion, They thropg the temples and pertorm the
worfhip of their God, becaufe they believe in his exiflence ;
they fing hymns to his praife, becaufe they adore his attri-
butes ; they fupport his minifters, becaule they are his le-
gates and confult their weifare, they are governed by the
principles of their religion, becaufe they make the bands of

focial
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{ocial order more firm, conducz to their happinefs Aere and
lead to the Gates of Heaven hercafier.~Charity exalts her

hoary head, reconciles difcordant interefts and breathes prace
io man.

THE American manners and Government have receiv.
ed their impreflion from the priuciples of the Revolution.
Europe and the world have long witnefled an aftonithing -
“der of things ; a priefthood o blind, a nobility to corrupt
and aroyalty to tyramize. Thefe orders of men, fecure of
power independently of the f{uffrages of the people, trear
their inferiors with a contempt and haughtinefs, not to be
borne by freemen ; while they are met by the arts of the
courtier, by a cringing fervility and the fawning meannefs of
{ycophants ; the offspring of minds, loft 10 a fenfe of morai
duty and contented with the fbackles of flavery. A great
difparity of rank among individuale, is the fond child of an
:nequality of px‘bpeny and they are both the barbarous rem.
nants of the Feudal Syftem. In Europe the people have not
as here, an abfolute and exclufive right to the foil they cul-
tivate. The higher Orders have engroffed all property ae
~well as all power, the few are ferved by the many, while the
hungry are not fed and the naked are not clothed. The bum-
ble laborer muft bow the knee to the Sceptre of power and
riches, independence of charatter is lofl, the inferior ap.
proaches the fuperior with profound reverence and awe and
fincerity and virtue are forgoiten.~~A great difparity in the
wealth of individuals is the parent of atrocious crimes,
While the nobles are aitired in 2ll the {plendor, earth affords,
while they gild their vices with a profufion of equipage and
orrament, while they conceal their vices and their alls of
oppreflion under names aad titles, while they {ecure them.
{felves from juftice by the grandeur and magnificence of their
order, the multitude are caught with the glare and thefe men
and thefe manners, infteau of becoming objets of abhorrence

and deteftation, becore examples for imitation, Poverty it.
fclf
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fo1f will break over all bounds and men will commit intu.
merable crimes to gratify the cravings of nature ; but to par-
ticipate the delicacies of life, thus enchantingly fet before
them, they will fpare no exertion, however wicked, defpe-
rate, or contrary to Law. Thus the lower and middle clafl-
es, among whom wirtue naturally dwells, are corrupted by
the higher claffes, where it feldom dweils. Hence a want of
confidence, dithenefty, cruelty, perfidy, brutality and a gen.
eral diffipation of manners, have pervaded all the populous
parts of Europe, and hence one tremendous groan of millions
1s heard from their gibbets and their goals. From the caules
of thefe evils we are, thanks to Heaven, delivered. It might,
perhaps be difpleafing to_fome, who refide at the Court ot St.
James’ and perhaps at that of Verlailles’ to affert, that ail men
are by nature equal. Yet the Americans have {o thorough a
conviétion of this truth, that they have ventured to make it
the foundation ot their manners as well as of their laws. The
manngrs of this country are republican. They are marked
with a familiarity, a boldnefs, an aflurance, cignity and inde-
pendence, that mult at once convince a ftranger, that thofe
poflefled of them, cenfider themfelves men, and entitled to
the rights and privileges of men. Happy are the climes,
where an equality of rank prevails. Happy foil which yields
an ealy fubliftence to the cultivator, happy fociety, where
property tollows induftry, genius and enterprize. There may
we hope to find peace and retinement ; there the reign of
virtue ; there fhall we {ee a people, poflefled of manners, un.
corrupted with effeminacy, {loth, pride, extravagance and de-
bauchery ; manners derived from principles pure and fimple;
conneted with morality, noble, Lionorable in themfelves and
producing happinels iu their confequences.~Happy Ameri-
cans ! thus highly dillipguilbed 1n your morality, religion
and manners.—ILet us ever cherifl: the rational freedom and
jufl equality, trom which they take their origin,  “* Begin,”
fays Mivabewn, @ with the infantin the cradle, let the firfi
wards e e he “Wasnryeron and Liberty,” On this
fubjecd,
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fubje&, let every heart beat in unifon, It is the diftinguifha
ing glory of the United States, that the real and not the
ideal good of the nation,is fecured by their legal {yftems,
The Charters of our freedom guard our rights to hite, hiberty,
and the purfuit of happinefs, while they are careful never to
violate any natural privilege, unlefs they reftore more than
ar equivalent.=Say not that men, inflamed with the love of
freedom, will loofe a {enfe ot fubordination. An enlighten-
ed and tree People will ever pay obedience to legal authority
and they are not fo eafily induced to rife in oppofition to a
government tormed and approved by themfelves, as to a gou-
ernment, founded 1n ufurpation. The minds of the American
youth are early and fcrupuloufly imprefled with a deflerence
to fuperiors and there isin no country a more folid refpeét,
manitefted to thofe, clothed with authority ; a refpeét, origi.
nating from the efteem, which the People entertain for the
virtues aad merit of thole, whom they are pleafed to make
their fervants, and whom they delight to honor. They are
not indeed, taught to pay hcmage to charafter on account of
a ftar, a ribbon, or fome bauble of diftin€tion, which the pride
ot man has invented and which ignorance for ages, has hold-
en in {icred veneration, The ancient badges of haughty
grandeur, Same derived from high birth and noble anceftors
have vanifhed 1n this country and in their room is fubftituted
the only glory, defigned for men on the earth ; a glory ever
attendant on abihities, meritorious fervicesand a fair unfpotted
moral charafter, Citizens, with thefe qualifications, meet
with efteem and reward. Children are early taught to lifp
the praifes of their Country’s prefervers and benefaétors, to
warble hymns in praie of their exploits, to firow laurels in
the paths they tread, to liften to their ftory with the pro-
foundeft attention and to regard their memories as eternally
facred.—~This is hewever a government of the people ; it was
formed by them, preferved by them and muft ever be fup-
ported by and for them or notat all. Thofe, who adminifter
it are their fervants and to them muft be amenable. The

,/ - v. 5 oy M ) N M
Legiflator will not receive applaule, becanle he 1s the repre-

{cntative
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{entative of a few thoufands of people ; but becaufe ke 14
bors for their welfare, The gemeral will not be erowned with
laurels, becaufe he holds a commiflioe from a defpot, tramp-
ling on treedem ; but becaufe he has courage and abilities to
enable him and a heart to induce him to flep forth in de-
fence of his country. Civilizns and Fudges will not be hon.
ored on account of their 7oées ; but becaufe they are juft and
‘wife interpreters ot the Laws and are fuppoied to judge up-
sightly., The meni@ers of Rei'gion will not be venerated fot
their furplices, their bands and thzir politics 3 but becaufe
they are the meflengers of peace and truth and are clothed
with piety. morality and humihty,

TuE pomp of royalty, the attire and high-flown finery
of its appendages bewilder and mifguide the mind and lead it
to place a falfe value on every thing around it, This glare
can never long dazzle eyes, enlightened by the rays ot liberty
and education. Public opinion has in this country, attribu.
ted to charaéler an importance, proportioned to its worth and
excellence and this age has fet a new value on men and
things. The military has given way to the civil power, both
1o view of the public and of the conftitution, Charatters
once thought humble and defpicable are brought into efti-
mation. No American is debarred from the higheft poft of
honor. The ingenious artift and the laborious mechanic have
their encouragement : The man of originality and invention
finds his reward : The phyfician, the divine, the civilian and
the man of {cience have a2 due weight in fociety, and even the
labor of the hufbandman, who furnifhes the neceflaries of life,
who preferves good neighborhood and gives from his flores
to poverty, is foftened by the attention, politenefs and inde-
pendence, which he receives. The people as enhghtened
freemen, require juftice, not only with regard to their civil
rights ; but intheir charafters, in the reward of mert and in
pohtical conlequence.

INSTITUTIONS In this country are velued from their

benign icodency aund not from the magnificence of their
' numbers,
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numbers.~Our Patriots, paragons of worth in themf{elves,
with talenis and virtue, with the knowledge of the local in.
terefts of their country, the wildom of ages before them,
formed the American Conflitution, full of mutual conceffions
and muiual facrifices, and the People, when they ratified and
nut their names to this inftrument, made it the cement of
their union, the pledge of national profperity, the guardian
of their rights, their fhield, their glory and their defence.—~
The ftate governments, the municipal towns and corporate
focieties are the offspring of confammate wifdom and they do
honor te thofe, who planned and improved them. The phi-
lofophic, humane ard agricultaral focieties have alfo juftly
acquired fame and importance and are entitled to the higheft
ealogium. The zeal and integrity, with which they are con-
dufted, and the good they have already produced, are the
moft fure omens, that the ends for which they were inflitu.

ted wil! be anfwered and the labors of their benefaors re.
quited. Yet it is the conviltion alone, that thefe inflitutions

are on the whole, calculated to produce the greateft fuppofa-
ble fum of human happinefs—~-that gives them popularity and
flability. They live therefore, in the affeftions of the people
and they can never be deftroyed, till the people are corrupted
or are exterminated. Confidence is their life and fupport,
and if this confidence continues unimpaired by vice in the
people or corruption in the rulers, they may vie with the
pyramids of Egypt in duration.

YoUR patience, Fellow Citizens, will not fcllow me
thro all the domeflic improvements, made by the genius of
our countrymen, awakened by the evenis of the revolution,
We can travel into no parts ot the United States, but we
meet aftonithing improvements in arts and {ciences amd mor-
als : We can vifit no clafs of citizens, but we find them in-
vigorated and purfuing their hulinefs with a@tivity. We can
jvok into no corner, or neighborhood of our coantry, but we
tind the inhabitants benefited by the revolution and the free
confliiations of government, which followed it.

Osn
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O« this day, confecrated to feftivity, it is pre{uned the
American Lap1Es will find ample reafons to rejoice at the
amelioration of their condition, in the refpeétable figure, they
make and the important {flation, thev hold in thicir country.
They are no longer confidered the baubles and drudges,
whofe treedom 1s defpifed and whofe minds are not worthy of
cultivation. Pafling the bounds of vulgar prejudice, they
have broken from fervitude and infignificance and afpire tc a
rank, which nature and their own conftitutions have aflign-
ed them. They have not, indeed been very ambitious to
fhine as politicians ; they have not been very anxious to be-
cothe the promoters ot thofe voluptuous habits and cuftoms,
which fometimes draw down mifery and ruin on tamilies and
focieties ; thev have not been forward to affume the {phere,
i whicha Mifs WorstoNcrAFT would defire them to
figure ; but they have afpired to the preeminent rank of re-
Ipetted wives and tender mothers ; thev have taken on them-
felves the glorious tafk of inflrutting their own fons and
daughters ; they have aflumed the diftinguifhed privilege to
diffule fenfibility and refinemeat, and to culuvate the morals
and manners ot their country ; they have undertaken to torm
afTociations for the rchet ot the helplels orphan, to foften the
forrows of lite, to correét a vicious tafle and to make the
ways of virtue inviting to the ftranger.  In their houfes are
neatne (s, ceconomy, indufltry, and hofpitality ; in their man.
ners are propricty and elegance ; in their countenances dwell
modefty and {enfibity, in their hearts charity ; on their
tengues Hives plety and in their conduét are fidelity, prudence,
judgment and aticretion.—1'he Ladies, who have cortnbuted
by their 1nflruction to this amelioration in the condition ¢t
their {ex, have merited well of them and will no doubt re-
ceive the highelt rewards,  They will be numb.red among

tihe Wor Iins who adorn our couutry and ot whom gt
boalls,

ITeey Tet us panle, Tellow  Citzens and  confider,

k . ! , . Y ) e , - e .y
vooaolalr there art onow  any cucwnitances i onr country,

which
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which may check the fervency of the joy, exprefled on this
day. Many complaints are made. It 1s otien faia, that the
Americans, ever fickle and unfteady, have depa:ted from
their republican forms ot government, and have become en-
tangled with 1deas, repugnant to the gemus and principles of
their conftitution. Itisto be eblerved however, that altho’
thefc deflruttive fentimen:is have frequently mede their ap-
pearance on paper, they have not vet made their way to the
Learts of our citizens, T'he good fenfe of the Common Peo-
ple in this country have decided many queidions, which
might have long puzzled the brains of {pecuiative inen.—~
When they are told, thatit 1s contrary to the conftant expe-
rience of all nations, that a great republic thould be free trom
anarchy and revolutions, that the laws fhould be made by the
people and yet be {uthcienty energetic to protect them ;
They reply : In many things, we have adv. ntages over the
Anctents, efpecially in a general diffulion of knowledge and
an equal chance for property, Our ‘political conflitutiong
differ effent.ally from all others, ancient or modern.  Let the
learned ad mire the veneratble rolls ob antiquity ; In them, they
may trace the firft dawnings of Liberty and mark ber pro-
grefs and her errors. The mofs srown columns and brofen
arches of Creece and Rome may be tull ofanftraflion. From
all thefe, our Statcfmen may reep a nich horveft of wifdom,
But tor us, we [hall not recur to ancizot Fables tor tlia Char.
rers of our I'reedom.  They fhall be contormead to the great
Laws of Nature and to the Conftitution and local cuicun.
flances of ourfelves.  We will have the retgn of Laws; not
of men. When they are told, that Liberty 1s a relutive term,
fuited toa certain 1deal flate of {ociety ; never exifing in
ceality 5 they reply : We are the judges of the degree of Lib.
eriy. {uited to our {late of vetinement, 2and we will adnmit no
owher jJudees on earth 1n cur caé. Liberty 1s the gift of
Heaven ;o itis imprefled en our natures and without 1t, man
i5 a beaft—Wheu the Pzople are told that men are vicious
culd partid wo themfelues, and therelore 20¢ not ht to govera

"‘,,{'#;»,4'1' aan
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them/felves, they reply © If man cannot govern kimfelf, can he
be trufted to govern others  There is certainly but one Being
in the Univer/e {ufficiently good and difinterefted to be en-
trufted with unlimited dominion, That government is beft
which unites moft wifdom, goodnefs and ftrength. Tlhefe,
we find united in our Confederated Reprefentative Repub.
lics, and thefe we will cultivate and fupport.—When /e
People are told, that whenever by the imprudenae or zeal of
party {pirit, tkeir  Reprefentatives fhall pafs an uacontlitu-
tional al?, their excellent cenftitution, the palladium of their
profperity, the ark of their fateiy becomes a mere nullity ;
they reply ; This conflitution is a centra& entered into by
ourfelves, it runs in our names, ** WE THE PEorLE,” &c.
it is a contraét fubfifting betwixt each individual and the
whole community and no power is able to deftroy it, but we,
the power that made it,

. IT is complained, that the Americans under THIS GOVERNMENT have
become viciout. This aflertion is made unfairly, With the progrefs of every

fociety, individuals will become luxurious, Are they more wicious under this
government than they would have been under any other form of government ? may
be a proper queRtion. In no Country; perhaps, do the virtuer flourith more, in
no country is religion kept more pure or its minifiers better fupperted ; and let
the adverfaries of republican painciples’rcmcmbcr, that notwithftanding all their
labors to the contrary ; the {enfe, integrity, firmnefs, patriotifm, indeftry, ané
virtue of thc American Yeomanry will of themfelves preferve pure our free
Ctonﬁ:tuuons of government for ages to come,

IT is complained that the Prorrx are become feditious, If the Anti.
gepublican News-Papers were the mouths of the Citizens, this might be afferted
with juftice. From whencedo all the abufe and calumny againt our govern-
ment proceed ? They proceed fiom men, difplaced from cffice and defperate in
their fortunes: They proceed from Renegado Esgifhmen, from men, whe
would gladly raife their cwn fortunes on the rein and athes of their Country ;
and'they proceed from men, who are perhaps encouraged by a few bigh frienis
of Royalty, A great majority of the Peuple, defpife, deteft and would gladly
vee the Aurbors of thefe infanlous Libels fuppreiied. They would not however
with to fez this eflclled by the power of Sedition Laws. If @ man thould be
found in the i"nited States, fo mad, fo defnerate, {o devoid of duty and of loye
ro nis Country, v ioff to bimf:1f as waiter'y to fport with and afperfe the char.
aiter of the Firllt Magutrate of the Wartion, in whem is concentred Tts Dignity,

o aenuance Lis friends the 4 h fBcers of Stateto Uv venal birelings 5 to declare

Cungrels
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Congrefs to be br'bed and defendert on a prefidential ned 5 to affert that they were

Sfools and blockbeads, betraying cur intergt “anc undoing our Country. Un jucha

man the People would infli¢t a proper and adequare punithment. They would
Jndeed leave him to fleurifh in his fortune, as o monument that the Liberty of
the Prefs may be tolerated, awhbere reafon is left free tc combaterrar ; they wotid
pot have bim thut {rom the ght of men in the gloonly recefles of & prifon j but
they would leave him to fink in merited d/fgrace and to read in the countenances
of his fellow citizens the fevereit deteftation ov his crimes.

17 is complained thac our citizens are divided among themfelves. Thiiise
ferious, a melancholy truth. The great body of the People are not however gi.
vided as to the effential principles of our government. They difagree wich re.
fpe€t to charadters and fats, which are too far removed from their view to be ac-
curately difcerned. When the fogs and the mifts, which now fU‘(tOun.d many
of thefe, fhall be difpellec, the hupe is cherifhed, that they will again unite ; and
§tis believed the timeis not far diftant, when moderation fhall prevaiiover
rafher councils 3 when the northern, the midule and the fouthern States fhalino
longer be mentioned as names of party diferimination ; When efleem fall
follow individuals as men, hofpitality as chriftians and jultice as republicans
whe., Americans fhall fpeak the fame language, be governed by the fame prin-

eipies, poflels the fame views, unite in the fame caufe and breathe the famue
fentiments, '

IT is complained that the } :ople have loft all confidence in their governs
ment- Their conifidence ever ought to be unconftrained and unlimited and nev-
er will they, it is hoped, engage themfelves to follow any fet of rulers to every
length, they may pleafe to lead them. If they find their con.4dence to have
been mifplaced, they wiil withdraw ic. ¥f the pait Admimidration and the mea
out of office, fuffer an unmerited difgrace, every American wiil compaflicnate
their fituation and wifh juftice to be done them. Still the People had a right to
difpiace them asmuch asanycitizen has a right to difmifs a fervant, when for
caufes reafinable or unreafonable, he is difplealed with him. But a confidence
in and obedience to tne will of the Majority of the Unfted States, expielled by
the Cohftitutional organs never has been loft by the People, This confidence
and obedience to the awi// of the Majority uf the nation, fupported the United
States in the late revolution and the People have pever lot fight of it.  Thefe
principles are in themfelves all important to tLeir fafety and are the only pre-
fervers of their freedom; and conflitution. To thefe the People have ever Leea
inviolably 2:tacheds The Sedition and Alien Laws, the Stam~ A&, a nav
eitablifhed, an army raifed, taves impofed, cfiicers niultiplied, fume of which
alls were herhaps unconftitutional, certainly repugnant to the genius of our free
conftitution and highly oftenfive to the People, never erafed thefe principles
from their minds, Seditious pamphilcts and inflamatory Newws Papers made no
impreflion upon them, Two infurre@ions, rzifed and headed by mifgu:ded and
wiid leaders were (upprefled without trouble or difficulty. No perfon betriended
or fuccored them ; but the leaders were legally brought to juflice. Al the Alls
of the Federalifts, however vbnox.ous; or however decried were psid obecience
to, until they expired themfelves or were corftitutionally repealed~"This conf-
dence in and obedisnce to the will of the Jajority, vwe hope is predominant at the
prefent time. Should a Faétion now arife, determined t. raife a Monarchy in
this.country on the prefeat beautiful order of things, to form the Difm:ffed Fu-
dicsary into an Ariftocracy, and to raif" an [/lablithed Prieflbood on the ruins
ot treedom of opinion ; fhould a Fudiciary Con'wliation, rum: used to be holden
next Month at Phiiacelphia, dare to contuit the ruin and blood of their country §
let them .firft know, that there are few of the American Yeomanry willing to
bizard every thing, dear to them, in an uncertain c'wilwar ; that there is 2
Band of Veterans in this country, thinned indeed by death, but again replenithed
with youth and vigor, the blood, that runsin whofz veins, many winters have
rot chilled, and the gliltening blades of whofeYwords, now rufty in their fheaths
will take ample vengeance on the Authiors of confufion: Let them firt know i1
the elegant rbetoric of the Inimitable* Mr. Ctis, tha: they will foun fee there

Oyaiiy toiled on one wave of the fea, their judiciary and Nobility on anotber,

* I 11 veported, thut Mr, Otis,inan addre's toan eleliianeering Caveus in Bof.
ton, faid : Where now s the Federal Govermment ¥ 1t is blown away by ihe
winds : Tou will find the Army on one wav: of the joa, tie navy on suviher, the
Fevenuc on another and ¢he judiciary on uncioer,

their
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theis Priefbood on ancther and the Leaders themfelves wafted on the foamy,
billows, tar—=far from tand and there permicted to excite fedition and raife je.
bellion among the (caly monflers of the Ocean.—-But perhaps the fufpicion is
wijult and tihe information ill-founded,

CoMPLAINTS are brought againft the Prefident : He has turned good mien
out of othice, filled them with villains, commitied many unconflitutiona) als,
and purfued a courfe of adminiftration, violent and unwarrantable. Jeflerfon
peeds no panegyrilt tcwvindicate and clear his charaer from all the afperfions,
that are wantonly thrown out againft him. His own a€ions are his higheft ey
fogium and by his own woerks b will be fupported againtt all the affaults of his
enemies.  ¥ou are, however, requzftei to refledt, by whom thefe charges are
madee  Moft of them are doubtlels made, by men oppofzd to your intereft and
to a repudlican adminiftration and on that account oppoled to Jefferfon, before
be had taken onettepin his office, by men angry at hisappointment and irrita-
ted at the lofs of their places and emoluments, altho’, in moft cafes deprived of
thern by the vill of the nation, exprefled bv Congref+ 3 by men, difmifizd from
the Aray, and by men determined on revenge for the difappointment of their
hopes:in ruining our free conftitution and raifing ANoTHER from its ruins,
Few of thefe complaints are bropght againft the Prefident by men, who obtain
theirliving by fair heneft induftry, "Neither time nor adequate information
will permit me to exhibit any thing new to the refutation, already many times
gade to the charges brought againtt our Firft Magiilrate, not only as we believe,
to weaken our confidence in him, but in the conftitution itfelf. Knowing him
to Le the centre, in whom the Republicans now unire, it is imagined, however
yainly, that he beirg removed, anarchy and its attendants weuld enfue. Jef-
terfon moay have errsd j bar moft of the charges, brought againft him refute
themfelves ; fome, va examination are found groundlefs; fome arc untrue, and
ail may be palliated, excuicd or juftified. Jeflerfon is a charate: not lately come
into public notice, He a€led a diftinguithed par: in the Revolution j B has
been high in the confidence of Virginia and of the United States 5 is extenfively
known as an author ; poffefles abilities and talents, equal t~ any in America;
has been tricd and found faithful and if ever a man smerites a fair, impartial tri-
al and a candid conftru€tion of his conduét, it is he. Thefe are the only favors,
whizh he claims, He defires you to judge candidly and impartially and if at the
€nd of four years, vou do not find him to have been faithful and praifeworthy, he
owns and recognizes your rigot to difmifs and fupercede him.—=But he wiil be’
found to have been the friend of Americaand he will then L2 numbered among
the beft of Patriots ; He will be found to have been, not tke Prefident of a Par-
¢y, but of the nation. , L )

Tho' comulaints fhould, on this day, check the effufions of joy in fome of
our Citizens, they are fuch as have exifted in 21! nations in a more violent degiee
and mutt be expetea in cur own. Perhaps they are atcached to the confiitution
®f man. Let the diffatisfied be candid to thewfelves. Let them not contem-
plate the definiation alone, made by the wind, the rain and the lightning, while
they negiedt Lo obferve the verdure and luzvriance, which they bring to the wep-
etable Kingdosus, Letthem be : Jured that any change in our government like a
cienge 1a the laws of nature would be attended with greater evils. Lc‘t them
Yook around and they wili behold many teafons for rejoicinge 1n many impore
tanr, pational concerns, our free conftitutions, yormed and nurtered by the
guirit of the Revaiation have been conncéted with the moft defirable confequen-
vev. ‘Vhey have cailed forth the Larent Hamdens and united thie beit of men and
the hest ahidities in a glorious caufe, KRivhi«s are muldplving trom a thegu.’and
ansnels 5 Commerce, increafing with cvery gale, that firikes her canvafs, un.
sids her treafure 5 the Farthyields to whe hand of ynduftry het natritious flores;
the Namber of theiphabitans is greatly augmented 3 Peace pc;vadcs our box_'-
uers 5 dmprovement is awekened 3 the Arts aud €onveniences of life are mulo-
yiied and mate eafy ; the Temples of Religion and Science arife and are ciowd.
ed with their votaries 3 Phylofephy is chenthed in every corner 3 Morality and
Ethics are improved 3 the Problem, hat general Virtue is the refuit of Benelal
imfuuna[inn, in adeprec s venfigd 3 Sorvow and Mifery are more ggnf!e In the
sz‘eih; Uae Spiiags uf Happlueds vibrate more lively = the VO'I.C:’.OI Qr?.tﬂry by
heen Beard in our countiy ; the Mufes crown their voturies with a lving bav
Muh: irikes ber rapturans notes 3 the Canvals and the Marble begin Lo breathe.
Aud ine Genes ¢f America ealis bier ro Glory, =€ i1 Columbia ! happy
seud 1M Hany Incepradence b hail l—=Hail the rights of Lhan .-_ N :

SinCE ihen, Ledow Citzens, v podre roveNLg N v weers of Indepen .
Rentey under cur owe wine wnd flg-tree, Yer v cntertaina ccmmjuiwnntc regari
toweg thiole OF cur felliw oxe "‘HH“'&, not i Liyhivy tavored., I\'O yafﬁOﬂ'S l".‘.av".
FRee oy ) oo h;é'z ey P(,é}{‘q_ oty bPearrs of Ao ats than I’?dﬂ’lﬁ'.}ﬁj anug ‘heliove
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Have carried defrnftion over the globe ; have warred upon the laws of satd:s -

anaits (Cod, have brokes: the ties of honor and tumbled order into chaos, whila
white tobed humanity with peace witkin her train has retired to fome folitary

defert and there in mournful #rains, bemoaned her loft, forfaken caufe, Her .
voice has been heard by the fons of Columbia, and altho’ it is}fweet and pleaf.

ant to die for one’s country” no American citizen is dignified with the name of
Patriot, who does not refpedt her rights, May her name be evzr refpe€led in
thefe States, Muy it be engraven on the enfigns of thmr.unmn and riever be
erafed. Maya phrenzy for war, blood and conqgueft never difgrace our Anpaln,
may peace and moderate councils foreverpervade our borders.—Let us cultivate
the kindly affe®ions. Natural fceling revolts at the idea, that friends thould
defame the chara€ters and fthed the blood of friends, Nature recoils, that men,
who are filled with violence and iies fhould be deified and adored, ‘The heart
mifgives, when dithonefty, cruelty, hatred, revenge, injuftice and impiety are
miftuken for better qualities. Jgnorance and miftaken notions give thefe paf-.
fions, their credit : Seen aright, they are detefted.~May our citizens ever prefer
the public good to a priwvate or partial benefit and may they with a noble magna-
nimity of foul, ever facrifice refentment to patriotifims May they forbear te
commit any a€t or exprefs any fentiment, which fhall countenance or tend to the
divifion of the States, for their union is the cement of their national glory and
welfare. May they rémember the words of their beloved WaskingTon : The
partition of the States is an event, moft ardently defired by your ememies vhe moit
to be dreaded by yeurfelver. May jt be the ambition of every citizen to difcard
party fpirit and with joy to hail the return of the unmingled felicity,enjoyed
under the adminiftration of that illuftrious Charafer. Letus difcard ‘ill foun~
ded prejudices againft oyr brethren in any part of the Union. Let us remember,
there are menin Virginia and the other States, as noble, as genckous, as difin-
terefted and as great as any in Maflachufetts or Now- England. They with us
largely participate in the felicity of this day. While, therefore we affembie
around the feftive board, let us recolle@, that they were once unitedl with us in
a common caufej as we are now united by a common intereft, let uy tender
them our friendfhip and our be® wifhes for their profperity ; and as we all par-
take of the bounty of a common country, let us all unite in a fictn refolution

and engage ourfelves with them by our facred honor, unanimoufly te ‘defend

with our lives and fortune its freedom and conflitution from every hoftile ag-
greflion, May the vibrations, excited by the roar of the Artillery in New-
England on this day, be repercufled by thofe of the Southern and Middle Stdtes ;
may they bound over the lofty Allegany and meet with accelerated force in K :n-
tucky and Tenneflee and finally die away on the inhofpitable fhores of Louifiana.

May religion, morality and information be encouraged, and extended as
the moft unfailing fource of natienal happinefs and prefperity and the only im-
pregnable barrier toour republican forms of government. May our citizens,
when they exercife the right of eletion, the higheft truft, repofed in them by
the conftitution, never be influenced by an unreafonable party {piric, May they
ever have aregard to the wifdom, the age, the experience, the talents and knowa
integrity of the Candidatess May ftanding armies, the bane of Free States, de
difcountenanced. May the Militia, that Bull.work of the nation, ever main-
tain with dignity the very refpetable ftation, which, at prefent, they hold with
fo much honor to themfelves and fafety to their country, May both officers and
foldiers be infpired with a martial fpirit, with patriotifm and a true warlike in-
trepidity and if it fhould ever be their fortune to fall in the Fieid of Battle, may
the infcription on the monument, raifed over their tombs, be ; ** Siranger ! re-
port in our cities, that in choedience to her laws, we died in defence of our
eountry.” .

Lx T us love our Country, Itincludes every thing, dearto us, wives, chil-
dren, parents, friends, laws, religion and inftitutions of every kind. He that
thould hate his country would be unworthy to live, Patriotifm is not an inace
tive paflien. May no clais vi viticcus be {uppuricd in luxurions eaie vn sccvunt
oi Ligh birth or the facrednefs of their offices ; neither may they be indulg:d in
idle employments ; but may every citizen bz invited to enter the ftation, which
beft accords with hjs genius and abilities, and $ill it with honor and 1efpe@abili.
ty. America openta vafti'eld and offers large rewards for indufiry, public vir-
raes and honeft charallers of every defcription. No hand need be unemployed ;
no citizen need fpend his time in ufelefs purfuits: There are none, who may
wot find employments, honorable to themfelves and ufefu! to the fociety in
whichthey live. Ex:rtions for the public benefitare not limited to age, ftation,
erilex.

“* *Tis Oury to dig the metal from the mine,
“ s Yours, Ye Fair, to polith and refine.”
I
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. Ir,in ¢he Drovidence of God, there is a fpot, referved on ehe ezrgh for tha
enjoyment of unadultcrated felicity, it 1s the Corporate Towns of the United
Siates. With tew objects of conteniion, they have retained futficient power in
their hands to confulc and regulate their own internal concerns.,  'U'hefe are lit.
tle confederated Wemocracics, in which men may exercife their abilities in proa
moting. works of utility, in cre€ting and fupporting inttitutions for the encour-
sgemen, of morality and education, and in pointing out to tireir fellow citizens,
the means, - which tend to civilize their nactures and reformn their hearts and
manners, Hereexpands an unbounded field for the difplay of charitys  Thefe
‘are theatres, in which good example may be exhibived to the beft advantage and
eilc€t. The Patrons of towns, taking into view thz important doétrine of con.
fequences, may beho!d themfelves placed in very commanding ftations. ‘i'hey
may promife themfelves, that the immed:ate confequence of making fuitable
provifion for fchools of learning may be the good education of their own chil.
dren and thofe of theirneighbors; but when they refle¢t, that thefe fchools are
fo continuc for ages, that thoufands are there to acquire the firft rudiments of
Science and Virtue, and that thereby their abilities are to be excited and im-
proved tor the good of their country, they may confider themfelves the fources of
that fireans; which .devolves, in its current, Columbia’s glory and profperity,
The’ our citizens jhould nct all peffefs talents, or opportunity to figure in the
Field, ~~ thunder in the Semate ; may it ever be their pride to thine in thefe hume-
ble foc....cs and te give energy; by a {teady exertion of their example and abili-
tics to theie humans infticuions, may it ever be their ambition to become the
firft ornaments in thefe refined, palite and polidhicd neighberhoods, to bear away

the palm of goodnels and to give the flreams of felicity a gentler flow.
~Amove all; letit be our care, that the bleflings, we enjoy may defcend to
Pofterity, and that future generations may largely participate in the fame joy
weexprels on this Anniverfary Occafion, The value of every thing which aman
pullces is ephanced from the confideration, that it will defcend (o pofierity and
that his children wili inheric the {ame bleflings, which Le now enjoys.~He,
that labors ‘or hirnfelf alone, is a very infignificant, a very contemptible beings
It fhould br the unxiouscare of our citizens, that thofe, who are to come after
them, 1hherit thejr eftates, w=ar their names, bear their image  ind be theix
seprefencatives cn the earth, thould be worthy of their Fathers. The refledtion,
which men may have in the dayz of old ags, that thev ¢fientially contributed to
the amalioration of {ociety, muft be a rich compenfation for all their Labors,
This was the diftinguifhed reward of the lait generation and will doubtle(s be
that of the prefent, ‘The profpect beforé us, 13 glorious; uniefs defeated by wars
and divifions among ourfelves. In a century or two, the United States will
robably be filled with more than 2o hundred millions of inhaditangs and the
wmman fpecies will be aftonifhing!y multiplied. The profoelt which ariies from
the contemplation of the future population, growch and projperity of the Upia
ted States o every reipef, fills the mind with.the ol grand, (ublime and ex-
alted conception, that ever entered the huaman imaginatioa, Under the influ.
enee of the ameliorated fyfters ¢f gevernmunt, now in embryo, adminiftered by
she hoary fages of wifdom, this vaft Empire, will move on in Unity, like a band
of Brothers; fh= will be rulcd and governed by the laws of nature 3 forgetting
vice, war, and cenqueft, fhe will progrels in fcien' e and civilization and be
@ tlyimproved a morality ; the will hecome the votary of peace, the feat of
virtue and happrinefe, a land of liberty, a name, a praife, and a blefiay in.the
whole earth; the will look back and blels ber prefervers and benetactors and
with reverence and fear adore her Goa, whi'= all her inhabitants rend the Heav-
ens with the acclaims of joy and the cchoes of felicity, The'worid, as ever,
preients a gloomy afpeét, It wonld then be flattering to the pride ot man and
an acquifition to fociety, if whileirone part of the Globe, mankind are funk
in barbarifm aad ftupicity and in another are groaningin bondage and flavery,
If, while rne nation 1s wading in blood and carnage, and another carelefsly
fleeping nver :he tombs ot departed Empires, America might be a [put, where
man fhail a&t ap to the dignity ¢f his sature and to the cehgn of Goa in the crea-
tinn of the Univerfe. Lot Pofferity, therefore, excite our iegarde; lct our
Ceuutry po i and exercife all vur parionifm, fove, fuppert and cultivation ; and
with whomfocver we dweily or whacver may be our employ asnr, let theirvaii-
ous, momentous and v.ft concernr, emp 0., as ‘hey jultly <letm, our beft er-
deavors, cwr warme®t woflies, our moil argent defives and meodt fbrenvous exer-
tions.  DBenJd the Piioe of your Banuers cud the Eafign of your Union § lery
with what ipeed and alaciityy yonder Sitver Eaglz claps her ¥ings and lofuly
foms over the dark clowf, that flzizes onr 27ure Horizon 3 My Country ! Coa
bt Uopy, colluw her flighe to VIRTUE, INDEPLUDEINCE and
10T,
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