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AT a meeting of the Senior-Sophifters, in Rhode-Iftand Col-
lege, Voted, That the thanks of the Clafs be prefented to Mr.
BenjAMIN GLEASON, (member of faid Clafs,) for his ingenious
and patriotic Oration, delivered in College-Chapel, on the Even-
ing ot the Anniverfary of American Independence.---#ith a re-
quef} for publication.

A true Copy,--—atizf?,
Joun Hovrrovp, Sec. S.C.
R. I. College, Suly 6, 180a.
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GENTLEMEN,

- YOUR thanks are accepted with a fatisfattion, which does you
honour.......To anfwer the demands of friendthip ; and, with a
view to gratify public expeftation,~—our hearts and our hands

thould ever be engaged, unaccompanied by the blufh, or the tear
of regret.

With unfeigned efteem,

Gentlemen, yours, &c.

BENJAMIN GLEASON..
Providence, Yuly 6, 1802.
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Dration,

LIBERTY is the brightet gem in the
circle of human bleflings ! The moft invaluable qepofit
which enriches the exiftence of man ! Our BIRTH-RIGHT,
and our GLORY !

Daveurer of heav ° l---Parent of human felicity !~
thy prefence is more cheering than the lucid beams of
day : thy virtues imperifhable as the ftars : and thy affec.
tions involve the ultimate hopes of humanity. Thy tem.
ples are crowded! The incenfe of patriotic fervor, and
affetionate gratitude is rifing from a thoufand altars ! The
¢ {hrill clarion” of Freepom refounds on the higheft key
of enjoyment, attuning the hearts of millions to the cel-
ebration of thy praifes ; and the grateful reverberations
fpread, diverging, to the remoteft regions of the globe.

THEe hearts of a FREE American people exult, and re.
joice, and beat high, in perfe&t unifon with the joys of
general feftivity. The celebration of American Indepen-
dence is the theme of our joy ! and, like the fons of Fingal,
while the torch in our halls beams on the bofom of night ; while
“ the ftrength of the fhells goes round,” and * the fouls of
warriors brighten with joy,” we call on our ¢ hundred
harps” ¢ to raife the fong of peace "’ ¢ To celebrate the
exploits of our heroes !”” and ¢ to foothe the foul” after
the rage and ravages of battle.

THEe ¢ anniverfary of American Independence’ has been
a theme for the beft and brighteft abilities ; and, with
unremiting zeal 1 the ¢ good old caufe,” for years has
been celebrated : the great honor of our country. Stimu-
lated by a lau:..ole ambition and the true fpirit of patrie
otic virtue,~---we reach forth the hand, with the beft affec-
tions of our hearts, and proffer our mitz to the increafing

honours, which confecrate and immortalize THE DAY \!V
E
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WE are not emulous to excel ! Our Fathers have felt
the fire, the force, the ardor, the energies of Freedom ; and,
from the fulnefs of their incorruptible hearts, are capable,
in the language of irrefiftible feeling, to exprefs the ¢ big
emotions” of their fouls ! DBut, though our hearts throb
with delight in the participation of their virtues,----our expe-
rience and our expeations rank us only with little Ivrus,
to follow awith % unequal fleps ;> or like Axeas himfelf, de-
firous of fuftaining the honorary parental burthen,----we

vouchfafe our fervices, and rife to the honor of our venera-
ble Fathers.

Tuae Young Gentlemen in this refpectable Seminary of
Science, do, this day, greatly diftinguifh themfelves by per-
formir.g the honors of the fix and twentieth anniverfary of
our national Independence.----It is to our honor ; and it is of
the greateft importance to vs, children of fathers who have
facrificad their property and their lives for the privileges
which we enjoy, to imitate their efforts, by a recapitulation
of thofz principles, which led to a Revolution, confidered, in
its effelts, as the moft honorary, and extraordinary, recorded
on the annals of hiftory.

It will infpire the true principles of paTRIOTISM !----WFil]
infpire the principles 2 do I fay !-—-Let it forever remain proble-
matical, Whether it be poffible for an individual, born and
educated on this fide the waters of the Atlantic ; who has ex-
changed his toys and trifles for years, fenfe, and underftand-
ing,----who has put off the toga pretexta* of infancy, and put
on the foga wirdis* of his manhood ! I fay, let it forever
remain problematical, whether it be poflible for fuch an one
to be a negative patriot ?e---No !----We are not ; nor have we
among us, one known negative patrior !----We all, in 3
greater or lefs degree, feel the importance of our numerous
obligations in Society ; and it is prefumed that all muft ra-
tionally believe ratriorism is the only pudlic debt, which
‘can poflibly be a gublic blffing ! and for fuch a ¢ BLESsING,”
may we ever delight to pay iatereff, without a diminution,
or redemption of the capital.

TrHaT patriotic fervor which animated our Tathers, in the
embattled field, we truft is not extinguifhed in their bofoms,
ner 1s it extin@ in ours. No ! its fircs remain, to queil

the

* The toga pratexta, among the Romans, awas a robe aorn by
youth till they avere 17 years of age, and then exchangred for the toga
virilis ; at abich time they became men.
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the evils of Infure&ion,---to oppofe Innoyation,---—to fup-
prefs Sedition,-—--to prevent Difunion,~-and to ornament the
charaéer of the illuftrious citizen !

WEeLLr may we exclaim, how tranfcendently fuperlative
are the bleflings which enrich our country ! We boalt
ourfelves, Americans ! Our enjoyments, our individual
independence, and our national happinefs, are derived from a
fource of the moft generous exertion. They are the bleflings
of political and ecclefiaftical toleration.  Free, and inde-
pendent, we regard with contemptuous indifference the me-
naces of fupercilious, factious juntos ; we {purn the manacles
of fuperftition ; and we hold in utter abhorrence the ter-
rors of defpotifm !

Tue altars of our Independence are confecrated with
the higheft dignities of a rrREE PEOPLE! And the ¢ oil
of gladnefs” and the joys of unfeigned affection flow around
them in plentiful profufion !

Ovur Fathers, our Brothers, Ourfelves, our Sifters, are
patriots !---Yes ! we have fome even among ourfelves,~—
witnefs our little Hamrins*,----who, like ¢ Cxsar meditating
on the life of ALExaNDER,” though not fired with the fame
ambition, yet like him, contemplating the portraits of their
veteran and worthy Fathers, are burning for the opportunity
td> become diftinguifhed in the fervices ot their Country.

Suarr we afk,----Wherefore our Fathes fought ? where-
fore they bled ? Wherefore, in competition with the R1GHTS
OF MAN, their lives were un-¢ffimated, hazarded and facrificed ?

Lzer hiftory....Jet tradition.....let our feclings anfwer the
queftion. Afk the Child! He will anfwer you with the
tears of inftant affection fparkling in his eyes ! Atk the
war-worn Soldier ! The dignified e¢motions of his foul, in
fmiles of triumph, glowing on his veteran brows, evince.....
the effect is glorious !

Tuey fought for rrREepom ! They obtained the con-
queft ! They triumph in viGory !

THr prowefs of American arms was unequalled by the
greateft exertions of a well-difciplined, regular Britith fol-
diery ; and the humiliaticn of the firft generals in Europe
proves the aflfertion to be well grounded. Yet, far from
being influenced or inflamed with the ¢ Macedonian Mad-

man’s
* See the Order of the Day.
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man’s’’ frenzy,-—-our countrymen never ¢ wept that there
were no more worlds to fubdue’’ ! But, having obtained
their ricuTs by conqueft, they efteeme! it a tatk fufficient
% to fubdue themielves” ! and they conquered ! they became
civilized !----became citizens ! and are now happy and
free ! 'The conqueft of worlds was not their obje&,----It was
the acquifition of Indcpendence ! They fought on the de-
fenfive----It was the right of nature ; and they fealed their
charter with their beft blood. Their conqueft is ours !—--
They obtained the invaluable prize : be it ours to be
grateful and enjoy.

Evrork, our guondam mother-country, looks with wonder
on the undulating banners of Freedom, and, to the  lift of
enrolment,” would fain affix the fcal of her empire ! But,
alas ! her revenues, her expenditures, her armies, her navies,
her wars, her government, her oppreflions and diitrefles,----in
multiplied, and haggard forms, are fo many obftacles to pre.
vent her advancement to the TEMPLE OF FREEDOM.

~ Asia hides herfelf in her own magnificence, unable to
contemplate the grandeur and brilliancy of the fcene ;5 and
like the ¢ ftrong man,” duped to the faicinating provocatives
of DEevivaH,---lolls fupine, in the lap of effeminate luxury
and fenfual gratification, in the full pofleflion of nominal
pleafures, unreal happinefs, imaginary greatnefs, and often.
iible wealth and power. But the figh for humanity efcapes
us, when we refle®@ on the weaknefs and depravity of
man,~--whofe delight is awarice,~—whofe inheritance is mif-
ery l----who, inftead of walking with undeviating exactitude
in the paths of peace, truth, and virtue, have degenerated
from their primeval dignity, and now ¢ grope, debafed and
blind,” in the hard and rugged rcad of intolerance, fuper-
flition, and fenfuality.

Uxuarry Africa! far fiom thy fifter nations, thou art
fallen proftrite ; unable even to mix thy tears in the oblation
of pertecuted humanity.  But thou thyfelf {halt one day rife,
and thy oppreffors fhall tremble !

Tus poor Slave refts on his oar ; he hears the fhouts of
Freedom ; his heart burns within him ; he rifes to revenge
Lhimfelf on the violators of human rights !----But, alas ! bis
chain !----The figh of defpondency fterts the tear from his
foul ! and he falls infenfible to pain or plcafure. O God !
be merciful to the opprefled, and haften the day when man

fhall
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fhall no more hold in flavith fubje&ion his brother man ;
when all fhall be rree to perform thy pleafure, and the
Univerfe be illuminated with the bleflings of Independence.

Tue third of Auguft, 1492, may be confidered as the
era of our local exiftence. Corumsus then weighed anchor
on the European fhores ;—-¢ fought a uew world and pre-
pared it for the happy refidence of Liberty.”” How often
have we, ideally, crofled the ocean with him ! witnefled the
laft fca’ cn the adventurous “ cafket” ! and fung the Tt Deum
of difcovery, amid the fhouts of clamorous mariners, vocifer-
ating land ! land i----And as often as he returncd, fo often
have w= mentaily accompanied him : For, like ¢ the prophet
of old,” he repreicrited the country to which he has given
a being.

FerterED in the maracles of defpotic power, behold the
immortal Corvmzus! But.in the prefence of innocence and
beauty, behold he lives, he is free ! We venerate the memory
of the amiable IsaBeLLA ; and on the faithful page of record,
where was written,~-—¢ [s4BsLL4, miffrefs of the new aorld I’

fhall be infcribed,~--fs48ELL4, mifirefs of our affedions !

Lixe Corumsus, fhackled in the philtering {pclls of fubju-
gation, behold your Country !----But, behold, We triumph !
we are free ! ! The centus or riBerTy hath defcended
from heaven, the guardian-angel of our rights, fought our
battles, fecured our independence, and taught us, that union,
and freedom, and virtue, fhould elevate our Republic to
honor, and glory, and happinefs !

Wispom and virtue are the glory of republics ! * While
wifdom fupports, and virtue ornaments ; while wifdom plans,
and virtue executes ; while wifdom is the afis, and virtue the
top-flone, a nation will flourifh, and a nation muft be happy :
but, when the one is corrupied by power and the other by
gold, its deftrution is inevitable,——and the pafling traveller
muft drop a tear, when he reads the hic jacett of fuch a na-
tion, fading un its mouldering maufoleum.

Since the year 1620,—--civilization, fcience, refinement,
freedom, order, and the various bleflings of life, have increaf-
ed in an almoft incalculable ratio.

Proscrisep and perfecuted in their native country, our
anceftors fought an afylum in a world,-—-a wildernefs, retired
J and

* Vid. the Spirit of Laws~Montefquieu, T Here lies.
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and fecluded from the haunts of civilized man! After en-
during the various hardfhips of fuch a dangerous enterprize ;
crofling the Weftern ocean in an unfavorable feafon ; ftrug.
gling through a thoufand difhiculties of no common magni-
tude ; fuftaining innumerable misfortunes and diftrefles on
the rocky fhores of Plymouth ; encountering every kind of
internal, incidental viciflitude, and at latt * fuppoiiing the
fatigues and difficulties of an cight years’ war :”---.after all
this, in contraft to the many fthades that are ¢ thrown upon
the canvafs,”” we contemplate the varied fcene before us, with
mexpreflible delight. The American people are now faft in-
creafing in population, power, wealth and fame ;--and are
now advancing, with rapid ftrides, on the fcale of agricul-
tural, mechanical, commercial, and philofophical improve-
ments, toward the acmé of national glory, and toward the
goal of human felicity.

WHERE, lefs than two centuries ago, was fpread the bear-
fkin mattrafs, the tribunal of favage ferocity j----where were
difplayed the implements of Indian warfare j—--where echoed
the long awar-whoop, through the woody recefs j-—where
tumbled the huge catara&, down the awful and tremendous
precipice ;-----where refted the unftationary hovel,----and
where, in general triumph, was fmoked the indian warrior’s
pipe ;—--are now gratefully realifed the generous bleflings
of civilization and independence ! Where, indifcriminately
appeared the pine and the bramble, the willow and the
Sbruby-—-now flourifh the cat and the laurel, the cedar and
the apple-tree.

AcricurLTurE now fits {miling under its owa ¢ vine and
fig-tree,” fearlefs of the corrofive tooth of ti.e canker-worm,
and unmoved by the tempeft of commotion which furrounds
its inclofure,--—-for it is guarded by the circumfpective vigi-
lance of Cultivation, which like the ¢ flaming fword of the
cherubim” prevails, and fecures its bleflings.

Commerce alfo hath pointed her needle !----hoifted her
Jail !—-Apread her colors !~--taken her infurance, and extend-
ed Ler conne&ions among all nations of the earth.

Sucu are the bleflings of a FREE counTky !-—~fuch the
independence of a FREE PEOPLE !

O! turEe times....four times happy thofe, who in the land
of freedom and equal right can be truly grateful for their
many advantages,----can fecl the true fpirit of citizens ?nd.

Icc
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free men,—-can rclmquifh the fordid purfuits of avaricious
mortals,-~--can rife fuperior to local propenfity, and can hold
themfelves refponfible, and yet be rReE !—-—-can be a ‘ubjedt,
a citizen, and a patriot,——and can ftrenuoufly promote, with
the fublime feelings of a philanthropift, the general good !

Harry is he, who, while in purfuit of wealth and honors,
ftill remains unbiaffed by popular prejudices ; who purfues,
like the bright luminary of day, his invariable courfe, pro-
lg.lrcﬁ’mg in the path of human excellence to the fummit of

uman dignities, nor will fuffer any mncentive to urge him in

the purfuit of glory but that truly patriotic ardor, which
flames in the bofom, like the golden cenfer, lighted at the
altars of benevolence.

SvcH characers have exifted,----hence we have our “ E.
pocha of ages abounding in republican virtue.”  Sparta
could boaft her Lycurcus ; Reme her Cato ; Athens her
Soron ; Thebes her Epaminonpas and Prroripas ; and
we, our WASHINGTON !

VeneraBLE WasuningTon ! Though thy name is in,
fcribed on the ¢ cold marble’” ! Though thy tombftone
throws the moon-beam fhadow over the green turf, which
refts on thy grave !—>Still in our bofoms lives the remem-
brance of thine ineftimable virtues, never, never to be effaced !
The fighing gale fhall be thy meflenger ; and as it pafles
enforce thine injun&ions !—-We ¢ paufe’”’! We catch the
found ! ’Tis fufficient ! Union cught to be confiderad the
main prop of our republican liberty.*

Bx it cven fo! Union is the ftrong, cemented founda-
tion on which ftands the Corinthian column of human happi-
nefs ; and on which fhall be raifed the great pillars of uni-
verfal philanthropy ; from whofe arch fhall be fufpended the
lamp of wif{dom, guiding progrefling nations to the temples
of immortal honour and glory. In the language of a great
philofopher, ¢ Let us then, fellow-citizens, unite with one
heart, and one mind ; let us reftore to focial intercourfe that
harmony and affeion, without which, liberty, and even life
itfelf, are but dreary things.”

+ ¢ THeRE is no evil, to which governments are more ex-
pofed than the prevalence of party {pirit.”
144 TH 4

* Wafbington’s Farewell Addrefs.
+ gid. Gov. Sirong’s Speech.
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"« Tur extreme violence of this fpirit degrades the charac-
ter of a nation, and vitiates the morals of the people.”

“ Qur fentiments on particular fubje@s will be Jifferent.”

+ ¢ Every difference of opinion is not a difference of prin-
ciple.”’ '

* « Ir js impoflible that we fhould all be of one opinion,
and it is a reafonable indulgence to fuffer every man to enjoy
his own.”

Tuese are “true and faithful fayings,”-—-they are the
axioms of our political belief, founded on the experience of
our beft and wifelt characers.

WuereeorE then all this violence, and heat of party
fpirit ? What is the danger ? What, the dreaded evil ? What
is the mighty ruin, which the factious eye of party would
fain difcover, gleaming portentous i our political hemifs
phere ? Are we not free? have we not the beft laws ? and do
not thofe laws provide for the {afety of the citizen ?....de they
not fecure to us ALt the full and free enjoyment of all the
rights and immunities which are conneéted, and co-ordinate,
with independence ?

WaereroRE then has it become cuflomary to broach fuch
a multiplicity of vilifying and ftigmatizing epithets, to make
them fo many ftumbling blocks for ourfelves and oth-
ers ? Wherefore this derangement in the political {yftem ?
Where can we obtain a folution to our inquiries? We have it !
We are a people, jealous of our liberties ! The {malleft in-
fringement of our rights is almoft fufficient to calcine the
cheek of the opprefled with the fire of refentment! The
fpirit of an American can never brook an impofition ! 'Fhe
very idea of its * poflible exiftence” vibrates in every feels
of his foul'! But, my fellow-citizens, we call on you at this
time, to flrengthen your vigilance for the prefervation of
your rights, and at the fame time to facrifice thofe contagious,
ungenerous, mifreprefenting principles, which are the very
feeds of civil difcord, dieadful diffenfions, and too, too often,
with horrid import, they foretel crimes, affaflination, and
maflacre, which pollute the faireft volumes of humanrty.

Facrion, more frightful than Medufa, with her thoufand
grifly fnakes, or Briarcus, with his hundred hands, and fifty
heads, can change, transform, and deftroy the dalance of power
m fuch a variety of ways, as almoft to infure the univerfal

axtigpation
\ ¥
+ Yefferfon. Strong.
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extirpation of all right, law, and liberty ! But ¢ he it nc-
muembered?’ that, Illgoderation is the great prefervative of nationa!
Bappincfs,

VIOLENCE may arm its many partizans with ¢ ftones,
flings, and leaden bullets” ; its mobs may riot in the wildeft,
intempcerate extrayagance ; the infuriated populace may raife
their clamours to the fkies !----thout rebellion !---lift the
ponderous mace {----hurl firebrands ; and deal out bountiful
deftru&tion ! and fing vi¢tory amid the univerfal crafb, and
total extermination of their own enjoyments !----But what
does it avail ! what is the amount of fuch difordered exer-
tion ! Neither in the ¢ mighty wind, which break rocks
and mountains in pieces,” nor in the ¢ earthquake,” nor in
the ¢ fire” was the Gop of Peace! He manifefts himfelf
only in the ¢ lill, {mall voice,” teaching this moft important
lefflon to man,....that noic but devils themfelves fhould de-
light in confufion and diffenfion : and that the feelings of
man fhould ever be in harmony with the {fweeteft concords of
nature : Elfe why has Deity made thofe very feelings fuf-
ceptible of the tendereft emotions, under the impreflion of
fympathy, innocence, beauty, and love ? And where is the
heart fo inhuman as to refift their influence ?

MoberaTion is the beft philofophy extant ; for while
our Federal Republican Government involves fuch a combi-
nation of ¢ mutual checks” and ¢ mutual fupports” in the
balance of power ; fure we are not—cannot be fufferers by its
operation. May calm inveftigation, therefore, ternper all our
political and general fpeculations ; and accompany all our
refearches in the purfuits of honelt and undeviating truth,
that “ocur union and brotherly affe®ion may be perpetual.”
Still may we ever be vigilant in dete@ing the impoftor ¢ in
fupporting our rights, and in preferving our liberties ! Ever
bearing in mind, that the moft effeGtual way to ferve our
country is not to viola.e law, explode religion, and riot in the
extravagances of party triumph,—but is to fupport good or-
der, by a due obfervince and prefervation of our equal rights,
and to be decidedly influenced by the trueft, tried, 4nd un.
equivocal principles of republican virtue.

DerLusion hath heretofore barbed its arrows with the
poifon of party principle, and walked forth in the guife of
ratiiotifm to trample down our deareft rights with impunity,
to corrupt our morals, contaminate our feelings, influence our
sxertions, and facilitate our ruin j---but Delufion fhall never

— prevail !
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| preVaxl | We are not only frec, but enlightened ! We have

too much wifdom, too much virtue, too much literature, in
“our national chara&er to fuffer, or tamely fubmit to its illu-
five and fafcinating influence.

It is atked by Roufleau, ¢ If Rome and Sparta perifhed,
what ftate can hope to laft forever ?”’ and he adds,--- In our
endeavors to form a durable e{’cabhﬂlment, we muft not think
therefore to make it eternal.” But, with much deference to
the opinions of the celebrated Rouffeau, #e dare believe, that
till the laft fpark of republican virtue fhall ceafe to glow in
the bofom of our country, it fhall have an exiftence,~-and
that exiftence fhall be glorious !

" Epucarion is ¢ the one thing neeeful.” It is the firength
of republics ; the vital principle of good government ; the
great, and mo& important means of national profperxty.—-
While a people are well informed, there is little fear of being
hurried down the ftreams of popular delufion into the vortex
of folly, infamy, and ruin. While a people are well inform-
" ed, they can properly eftimate the value of their rights, and
the bleflings of exiftence ; and while a people diftinguifh
themfelves by their wifdom, in cultivating the germ of virtue
and knowledge in the bud, in the afpiring minds of the rifing
generation, they may rationally expet to realize all the ad-
vantages, which comport, and are connected, with a free,
american, republican, federal government.

*{~ the triumvirate of Pomrey, C&sar, and Crassvs,
it is faid that “every man facrificed the public good to his own,
private interet.” Happy indeed is the contra& '-——We have
Citizens, who “acrifice their own private interefls to the pUBLIC
Goop !----We have no CarTaLiNEs,----n0 confpiracies,----not
even an oftracifm ; not even..........pardon the prefumption.
What, and how many are the evils which have “ grown with
the growth, and ftrengthened with the f: ength” of former
republics, which are, at this moment, not only anonymous, but
41togcther unknowwn, in the archives of Columbian federal re-
publicanifm. The contraft is indeed happy,! Every pa-
rent is emulous to become a Conruscius, and tcach their

“-en the virtues which ornament and dignify tie charader
of Aan !---Thus may virtue ever predominate in the heart
of the parent, and influence the condu@ of the child! And
may thofe virtues, which diftinguifhed the Hero of Alount
Vernon, and the Sage of Mount W a/:r/lan, and which, w hop{;,

in.duence
* Vid, Avcient Hiflory.
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~ influence the Philofopher of Monticello, be the chara&eriftic
features of prefent and future generations,....be tranfmitted
from fire to fon,-—-and be in effe@, the ultimatum of our
republican happinefs !

Sace of Mount Wolaflun l---iLLusTrIOUS ADAMS !-—
‘Though thou haft retired from the bufy fcenes of life ; to
enjoy, in calm feclufion, the profit of thy labors and virtues,
thou art not forgotten ! The affections of our hearts follow
thee, in admiration of that wifdom which could fabricate the
impregnable ¢ Defence of the American Conftitution ;”’ and
which ftill, like a ftrong tower, guards, againft political cor-
ruption, the avenues of public adminiftration.

SuouLp the * threats of invafion” hover around us, we
have a refource. Should Defpotifm lift its bloody finger,
and point to the rack, the axe, and the gibbet ; fheuld it
unfheath the ghaftly fabre,----¢ let {lip the dogs of war, and
cry havoe I....foon would a thoufand fwords gleam from
their {cabbards ; and foon would ten thoufand hearts beat
rapid for the execution of defenfive warfcre, on the Cyclop
montter of illegal and tyrannical ufurpation.

IT has been fuid that flanding armies are necelffary to the
well-being of a people, and the prefervation of liberty in a
free, republican government. Thanks be to Heaven! we
have the beft authority for controverting the affertion. COur
wifeft politicians, and a national majority, give their diffent-
.ing fuffrage, and pronounce a flanding army to be the moft
infernal curfe that was ever ingrafted in the heart of a free
country. So far from preferving the republican virtues we
boaft, or the truly federal republican principles which are
our glory :---So far from fupporting the consTiTUTION,
which is the “ Magna Charta of our Independence” and the
“ Palladium of our Liberties,”--a flanding army is the moft
effeGual bane for their deftruétion, and the foreft evil that ever
infefted individual or national felicity.

Our citizens are foldiers, and every foldier is a citizen !
and we are almoft authorifed to denominate every good
citizen a Frankvrin, an Hancock, or a WasHINGTON.

Besorp ! our political fhip has beat through the tempeft
of war ! outrode the currents and whirlpools of civil diffen-
fion ! and foon, in the haven of profperous fecurity, will ride
at anchor, in the full drs/s of national honor, and on the full-
Jea of national profperity.

Haery,
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Harry, happy Columbia! May you long be enriched
with the bleflings and pleafures of INDEPENDENCE......May
reace diffufe her grateful and generous joys, in uninter,
rupted continuation, throughout thy ¢ happy land.”......May
Heaven crown the labours of thy hufbandmen with rofy
health and cheering plenty.........May ComMERCE continue
to dire¢t her magnet invariably toward the true cardinal
point of national profperity..........And may the influx of
unbounded treafure, infure the increafe of boundlefs enjoy-

ment, and this, the immenfe duration of Republican Virtue !

How ftrange is that infatuation (mirabilifime didu !) which
ha; taught man to monopolize the globe, and cheat the world
of their inheritance. He plants his ufurping {tandard on an
uliknown coaft, and claims the wide, extended territory as his
own. Strange infatuation ! It is like the lunatic’s dream,
or the poor man’s feaft, compofed of nominals and un-realities ?
And is it poflible....is it even fuppofable....that on fuch trivial
pretenfions are ereced the bloody banners of war ?—Yet fuch
are the propenfities of man !

O ! cursep luft of avarice and ambition! gormandizing
on the happinefs of human nature, cdepopulating the world,
and deftroying the faireft works of NaTure’s Goo ! Here
is the fouyce of human ill ;--—-the caufe of contention ;----the
curfes of delufion and fuperftition ;--~the origin of flavery,
~--and the full mcafure of all the evils of life. For exam-
ples, look abroad in the world,~--See the Muflulman at
Mecca ; or the Japanefe at his devotions, with his crucifix
and pagod! Look into the mines of Peru,—-into the dun-
geons of the European world,—--or fee the fuffering flave in
his tcars, and in his chains ; or, if humanity can endure the
fight, behold a female, lovely as innocence, and fair as an
angcl of heaven, difmantled ot her moft beauteous orna-
mencs by the cruel and facrilegious hand of villainy, and dy-
ing under the anguith of a bleeding, broken heart!  Such
are the effets of this baneful paflion, which is the parent of
human, perpetuated woe.

War firengthens the finews of infenfibility. ‘Though
it calls forth the encrgies of the hardy veteran, and produces
the cilential attributes of wifdom and magnanimity ; yet,
dreadful are its effcts ! Humanity veils her face, and weeps
over its difircies. It 15 war which brutalizes our nature : It
15 war which dire&s the hand of the child to the he.art1 ot

s
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his parent ! It is war that proffers the hemlock to the tendet-
hearted mother, and threatens her at the point of the buyonet
to feed her little infants with its murderous juices.——But war
has ceafed ! and it is our privilege to celebrate the bleffings
of independence.

Tre grim fiend no longer brandifhes his iron fpear over
our interchaining hills, which trembled, greatly convulfed be-
neath the monfter’s hideous yell. No !-——the oak flands
fecure on our mountains and in our fields ; the vine and the
ohve crown the labors of our hufbandmen.

Prace hath defcended from Heaven, mild as the ¢ mocn-
beam” on the fpear of Ossian. The virtues and graccs
attend her in her extenfive walke on the fhores of the Atlantic.
Even on the Allegany, and beyond the great waters of the
Miflifippi, the ruftic aymphks and fylvan deitics pay her the
homage of their warm adoration.

SHE hath deferted the ramparts of the cmbattled forti-
fication : She is not yet feen to hover even over the ruins of
the Baftile ; nor has fhe planted her olive on the margin of
the Ganges. From the Hellefpont to the utmoft verge of
the Pacific, and from the Adriatic to where eternal {nows lift
their broad crufts, in awful fublimity, on the fummits cf
Nova-Zembla,—-—-fhe claims no inheritance : She finds her
altars abandoned, and her temples filled with continual com-
motion of defpotic power and arbitrary fway. From the
Mediterranean to the Cape of Good }ope, and from the -
Ioftieft point of the Andes to the Antar&ic Circle, not a
fingle veftige iemains whereby could be poffibly difcovered
her delightful abode, or even her exiftence.——But thou, my
countrY ! thou haft caken her m thy arms, as the daugh-
ter of thy bofom, and ¢ ewhere Li&eﬂy davells, there is my
country " —Here dwells Peace ! here is her delightful abode,
and here are a people capable of performing her divine
honours.

Peace hath here ere®ed her triumphal arch ; and here.
fits enthroned, furroundsd with the affe@ions of our whole
nation ! While hill, rock, and wvalley, clothed in richeft
luxuriance, ¢ laugh and fing”” amid the multiplied joys
of nature.

Sz, on one hand ftands Justice, elevating the balance
in equipoife, and with the {word of equity guardini her
throne
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throne forever ! On the other, Virtue, enrcbed in all the
graces of truth and beneficence, difplaying the Cap of Liber-
ty, and pointing to the portals of the temple of PEaCE ;-—on
the golden pillars of which, the recording angel hath written,
€ UNION IS THE BASIS OF NATIONAL FELICITY !”

Peace, with delight, contemplates her fons Zere fufpend-
ing their implements of war around her every fhrine ; to
which, her amiable daughte:, attach the ever-green laurel
and the ever-living garland, while millions, in her facred
Fave, raife the hallelujahs of grateful and perpetual thank{-

giving.

Uxion, and Frzrnosm, and Vireng, are ours :
We heed not the tempefly the chain, or the rod.

Delufizn and faBion may exhauft all their powersy—
Our wvirtue remains ! and our hope is in GOD.






