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NrwnuryrorT, JuLy 5, 1809,
Rir. avp Drar Six,

THYE underfigned, appointed & Committee by the Republicans
of this and the netghbouring towns, who. :-‘L?tended. the delivery of
your elegant, inftrudive, and truly patriotic Oration, do, in their
name, tender you their grateful thanks and acknowledgments for
the fame, and requefl the favour of « copy for the prefs.

We are, with great elteem and affection, your moft obedient and
very humble fervants; JAMLES PRINCE,

NATH’L. COGSWLLL,
JOHN ERICKETT.

Tue Rev. JOFIN GI‘LES, NEWBURYPORT.

Niwnuryrorr, Jury 7, 1800,
To the Commitice of the Republican Citizens of Newburyport and the ad:

jacent torons,

I NOW fturnifh you with a copy of what I delivered on our
anniverfary day.  Your warm folicitations, with the mifreprefenta.
tions that are in circulation, induce me to give up my original de-
fign of keeping it from the eye of the public. Should it in any
meafure contribute to fubferve the good of our fellow-citizens, the
fpeaker will, from thut caufe, fecl much gratified.

I am, Gentlemen, with due refped, your fincere friend and hums
ble fervaat, JOHN GILLES,
James Princer,
Naruanirt, Coaswiny, and
Do&. Joun Brrckrrr, Liquires,
Newburyport,
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V \’ E hail, with heart-felt joy the

return of this our political birth-day. A day, much
to be remembered ; and which will thine with un-
diminithed luftre in the hiftoric page, till the lateft
cra of time.  Not only we, my fellow-citizens,
but millions yet unborn, are decply interefted in the
falutary benefitswhich will affuredly refult from it ;
and what the {weet finger of Ifrael faid of the Sab-
batic day, is in a fenfe applicable to this. -*“ This
is the day which the Lord hath made’;” and in
unifon with the facred refponfes of the pious Jews
let us reverberate ““we will be glad and rejoice in
it.”  But while we exult in the happy fruition of
heaven’s faireft fruits to man, let us retrace the
means by which they were produced and fecured 5
and furely we cannot be fo blind as not to recognize
the omnipotent arm of Jchovah, by which the fnare
is broken, and we are delivered.

‘England has been, and ftill is called our par-
ent, or mother country., But, ah | how unnatural
for a mother to hate the profpcrity and lLappinefs of
her children.  Such has England beer to us, a crucl
and unnatural parent ; fhe has, and {till docs envy
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our growing profperity. A book, which we all ef-

teem as a book of the hjgheft authority, informs us,
‘ the children ought not to lay up for the parent,

but the parent for the children.” This firft law of
nature the has inverted and outraged, though her
offspring, in their infant {tate, generoufly contribut-
ed in fitting out large and expenfive armaments, to
repel the attacks of France, wha was then our mu-
tual enemy. Yet, after providence had crowned our
arms with fuccefs, our generofity, inftead of excit-
ing gratitude, increafed in her mfatlable clalms.
She attcmptcd to accumulatc to herfelf millions,
from our increafing mduﬂry, by enforcing upon us
a ftamp act, {o that no man fhould have power
to buy, or to {ell whxch had not this mark of the
beaft. But reﬁﬁancc to th1s arbm'ary ad, fle v hkc
an eleétric fluid, from one end of the continent to
the other. ** ‘This obnoxious adt, it is true, was re-
pealed in two years after it was paﬂ'c.d but one of
much more mxfchncvous magmtude 1mmed1atcly
followed I mean the declaratory a&, which af-
ferted the rlght of the Britith parliament to bind
America in all cafes »vhatfoevcr. If the ftamp act
was an ufurpation of our moft precious and facred
rights, the declaratory aét left us no right at all; and
contained the full grown feeds of tlie moft dcfpotlc
government ever exercifed in the world. Tt placed
us not only in the loweft, but in the bafeft flate of
vaffalage, becaufe it required an unconditional fub-
miﬂ’ion in every thing, oras the act expreflesit, *‘in
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all cafes whatfoever.”  And what rendered this act

the more offenfive is,that it appears to have heen pafl-
edas an aé of mercy | Truly then might it be faid
that the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel,”
But relu¢tant to have recourfe to meafures hoftile
and deftru&ive, we firft appealed to juftice and hu-
manity ; and the foft perfuafive language of opprefl-
ed and Injured innocence reached the Britith throne,
her Council, and her Senate, in humble petitions
and remonftrances ; to all which, like the poifonous
adder, the turned a deaf car, and meek perfuafive
fupplications ferved only as incentives to huften her
on in her bloody and murderous defigns. Her
moit experienced Generals were felected, who, ac-
companied by her choiceft men, were foon wafted
acrofs the Atlantic and vomited on our fhores ,
when all the horrid baleful effects of a deftructive
war followed. |

This {feéion of the Union became the theatre
on which Britifh prowefs firft attempted to appal,
and ftrike with terror, the raw and undifciplined
ranks of Republicans. Every eye was fixed, and
every heart palpitated, in anxious fufpence.  The
conteft was unequal, but exploits the moft glorious,
have been atchieved by men when determined to
be free; and though this little band of heroes,
borne down by fuperior numbers, retired from the
bloody field, yet not before their ammunition was
quite expended, and numbers of their enemies had
bit the duft, But are we to conclude that the final
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ifTue of cvents was left to capricious chance ! No,

God has the direing and controuling of all hu-
man cvents, {o that the race is not to the fwift, nor
the battle to the ftrong, it is he who teaches our
hand to war, and our fingers to fight:

« Who fees with equal eye, as God of all,

A hero perithy or a {parrow fall,”?

To will, and to do, with God, is one and the
fame thing, and he who formed the world without
inftruments, can never be at a lofs for inftruments
to accomplifh his defigns. e it was_who raifed
up Mofes to emancipate his chofen tribes from
Egyptian bondage ; and he it was who raifed
up a Wasnincton, to be the political faviour
of his country ; nor does hiftory, ancient or mod-
ern, prefent to our view a more finithed character.
As a ftatefman, in the cabinet wife, calm, and pen-
ctrating.,  In the field, bold and vigorous in exe-
cuting. As a warrior, beloved and almoft adored
by his mcn,  Patient but firm, under hardfhips
and defeats, and when difappointed of thofe prom-
ifed fuccours, which the extreme wants and {uffer-
ings of his army demanded ; he had the addrefs to
conciliate his foldicrs to fevere deprivations.  Im-
mortal Wathington ! thy mighty name requires no
maufoleum to perpetuate its memory, for it will be
embalmed in the heart of every genuine republican,
till the lateft period of time ¢ yet while we highly
appreciate his worth, we muft ftill remember he
wius but the mtrument, God s the author of our

o
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political, as well as cternal falvation, .md to him

muft be aferibed all the glory of our triumphs.
And O, let us rejoice that we are placed remote
- from European broils, and like God’s chofen people
of old, we are a people which dwell alone,  Time
has repaired the ravages and defolations, which an
unrelenting foe, in their murderous expeditions,
had widely fpread around our once bleeding coun-
try ; our towns and cities, which were reduced to
" afhes, have more than recovered their priftine glo-
1y ; the temples of the Moft High, demolithed by
the unhahowcd hangds of a prophane and licentious
foldlery, are again raifed from their ruins, ‘and our
defolated plams, moxftcncd with humag blood,

teem (again with a rich variety of plenty. O ! let

S us praxfc the Lord, for his goodnefs endureth
forever. S

~ Let us now bncﬂy examine thc texture of our
political ark, fo much unlike thgt of all others, it
is tangible in all its parts. It is a principle univer-
{ally admited, that the more fimple the machine in
~ its component parts, the lefs expenfive, and the more
certain and effeGual in its operation.  In.our con-
ftitution we perceive that fimple, and yet encrgetic
 machine. For the difcovery of this myftery, whicl
was hid for ages, mankind is indcbted to that revo-
lution which, for our happinefs, and the happinefs
of millions yet to come, has been accomplifhied on
Columbia’s happy fhores. To difcover its unpar-
alleled worth and cxcellence, above ancient and
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modern governments, we muft point out the des
focts of the one; and rhe univerfal benefits which

emanate from the other. The republics of Greece

and -Rome, when firft, formed;, like man fince

the fall, contaimed in themfelves the feeds of
felf diffolution ; they degencrated into an oligar-
chy, from whence fprung a di&a’tor, who foon

affumed the pompous but empty name of ems.
peror.  The fall of thefe two empires, which had

the form of republican governments, but deftitute
of the power, are cited by fome men,. wi'so maine
tain, fome ignorantly, and others defgncd]y, that
manKind has not virtue enough to be governed by -
| fuch a form ; but dcpraved as man is,. I confider
fuch a fentiment dcgradmg, and : libel on his chay
ra¢ter, for no man will willingly give a guinea for
an article, when he can obtain one much fuperior
~ for a cent. * The wifdom, civil government, and -
fenfe of honor, of the ftates of Greece and Rome,

are frequently held up as ochéts of excellence and
“imitation ; but could the mift of annqmty be difpel-
led, and men and things viewed as.they really were,
it is more than probable that they would admire us,
rather than we them.” For had they underftood,

what we have difcovered, the principle of reprefen-
tative government, they, and Venice, which contin-
ued for a longer period than either of the former,
might have exifted till the prefent moment. It is
on this {yftem that our government is founded ;
‘It is reprefentation grafted upon democracy ; it
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has fixed the form by a {fcale parallel in all cafes,

to the extent of the principle,  What Athens was
in miniature, America will be in magnitude ; the

one, was the wonider of the ancient world, the
other is become the admiration of the prefent, it is
the eafieft of all foxms of government to be under-

ftood, and the moft eligible in practice;*’ this will

be clearly demonftrated in contrafting it with mon-.
archy. ¢ Government by kings,” faith one, ** was
firtt introduced into the world by heathens, from -

- whom the children of Ifrael copied the cuftom. It

was the moft profperous invention the devil ever fet
on foot {or the promotion of idolatry. The heathen
paid divine honours to their deceafed kings; and

the chriftian world has improved the p]an, by do-

ing the fame to living ones. How impioys is the: -

title of * Sacred Majefty, applied to a worm,”

“who in the midft of his fplendour, is crumbling to
duft. Monarchy is ranked in Scripture, as one of
the fins of the Jews, for which a curfe in referve is

denounced againft them. The Scripture alluded to,
is in the 8th chapter of the firft book of Samuel,

and we have good reafon to believe there is as much
of king-craft as of prieft-craft in withholding the
Scriptures from the public, in. Popifh countries, for
monarchy in every inftance, is the popery of govern-
ment,””  Again, in one country, England, this de-
ftructive character is elevated in the eye of the la'\af
above men, and in a fenfe, above angels ; he is im-

peccable, that is, Bhe can do no wrong. Impious
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fentiment | Lying affertion | [s it no wrong to tear
poor unoffending Africans, by millions, from their
families, and afterwards treat them worfe than
beafts of burthen ?  \Was it no wrong to {acrifice
~ two hundred thoufand lives, during our revolution-
ary war, at the {hirine of monarchy 7 Let the myr.
iads that have perithed in the Eaft-Indies, to fatinte
the tyrant’s thirft for gold, refute the | impious falfe-
hoad, And ye brave, but pefecuted fons of Eiin, for
whofe accumulated fufferings we mourn, and ten-
detly {ympathize, may the fuccefs which attended
the efforts of Columbia’s fons, fpeedily crown thofe
of yours to fhake off the yoke, that has pierced
your very hearts, and wrung from your fouls
the moft bitter groans; you have been hunted
down, like beafts of prey ; and your various fuffer-
~ ings, fuch as whippings, burnings, and ftrangula.
. tions, are l"aﬁmg mementoes that George the third
can do no.wrong ! Thefe are but a few of the curfes
-~ which flow from monarchy, and from which we
are happily frced. We are now under a fettled,
free, fimple, yet ftable and glorious conftitution, a
conftitution which guarantees to all, equal rights,
and equal privileges. Wehave none of thofe gew-
gaws, hereditary titles and honours. ‘¢ Titles,” faith
one, ‘‘are but nick-numes, and every nick-name is a
~ title, the thing is perfeétly harmlefs in itfelf, but it
-marks a fort of foppery in the human character
which degrades it ; it reduces man into the dimi-
nution of man, in things which are great ; and the
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counterfeit of woman in things which ure little 5 it
talks about its ribbon, likea girl, and {hews its gars

~ter like a child,  The frar which glitters upon the
breaft, is but a falle mirror of the character it is in=

tended to reprefent, and confequently exhibits no

certain merit but its own,” A celebrated writer of

antiquity faith, ** When I was a child, I thought us
a child, but when I became a man, I put away

childifh things.”” In England, they boaft of their

liberty, yet there the people arc deceived with the
name, while deftitute of the thing ; forin no coun-
© try are the extremes of opulence and wretchednefs,

luxury and mtf'ery, o pexccpnble, as in that land,

~ 'The enormous lead of taxes under which they groan,

~ and which is hourly increafing, reduces three fourths

‘of its population-to a-fituation the moft degrading ; |

~ the fare, they fubfift upon, is inferior, both in qual-
ity and quantity, to that upon which our hogs fub-
fit; and to add infult, to wretchednefs and mlfcry
in the extreme, the very men who riot in luxury
and debaucheries, obtained by the hard earnings of
this oppreffed and injured people, tauntingly call
them the fwinifh multitude. With us, the benevo-
lent heart is not lacerated with the fight of {uffer-
ing humanity ; our ftreets are not crouded with
- walking fkeletons, who fcarcely vegetate, No, the
labourer and the mechanic fare equally with the

rich, upon the beft of nature’s produclions; and

though this is a fad eye fore to a few *choice fpirits,’

N
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yet to the philanthropift, it is matter of ] Joy, and
daily thank{giving .

Qur conftitution invefts the people with an
uncontroulable right over all monies expended in
the {upport and ‘maintenance of government, nor
does the whole expenfe for the fupport of the Exc-
cutive, with that of the Judiciary, and members of

Congreis. amount to the {fum granted. to the Prince

of Wales, We, my fellow-cmzcns, to day enjoy

the prom;&d b!emng, they fhall eyery man fit
nndcr his vmc and under his ﬁg-trce and none {hall

makc thcm afrald Relnglon with us, rcﬁs, as it al-
way's ought upon x;s own immutable bafis. Unwer-
fal right of . confc;ence is a facred gxcluﬁve and
diftin& right, given ta. mcn by their creator, and

“therefore no mortal, power or perf'on has any au.

thority or controul over the confcxence of ano-
ther thercfore every act or law, as in England

callcd Toleration, and whtch L am forry to fay, is
2 phra{c which fullies a part of the Confhtuuon of
this State, is 1mprc>per, and unfounded, ** As both
are dcfponfms.‘ Tolcratwn is- not the oppofite of
]ntolcranon but is the countcrfcn of it, the one af-
{imes to itfelf the right of wi thholcmg liberty of
ccnfcncncc and thc other of granting it. . The one
is Pope armed w1th fire and faggot, thc other is

~ Pope iellmg or grantlng 1ndulgcnc1cs.

. For prc(ent. and paft mercies, to day let our
thouts of praife afcend to the eternal throne, he has
hitherto beftowed upon us fupreme Magiftrates that
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would have honored any country, WasuiNGgTON,

though dead ftill lives in our grateful remembrance.
Apawms, whofe adminiftration at the time, through
the overbearing influence of pernicious counfellors,
was tinged with fombrous fhades ; but like the fun,

whofe glory for a time may. be obfcuied, yet now
the clouds are difﬁpated and he fhines with refplen-
dent luftre,  Nor let ns, my fellow-citizens, upon
the prefent Joyﬂ l oceafion, omit the meed of praife,
Wthh the public fervices of the 1lluﬁrxous JEFFER-
sON demand, who facrificed, like a true patriot, his
own pupu]anty, at the fhrine of the public good.,
Hxs name will live, when the memory of -his ene«
mies will rot, and.perith ; and the page of the fu-
~ ture hxﬁomn will elevate him-to a nink among{’c |
the moﬁ dlﬁmgulﬂued characters. Nor muft we
| .pafs unnoticed MAleON the man whom the
people hath delighted to honor, His paft patriotic
{ervices are fure earnefts of his future upright ad-
miniftration ; and withoyt pretending to infpiration, |
I thould not wonder if he, like his worthy predes
ceffor, fhould become the object of deteftation to the
- yery men, who now profefs to have him in the
higheft admiration. Well, fhould this event final-
ly be the cafe, I hope, and believe, there is ftill vir-
tue and patriotifm in a large mujority of the people
of the United States, to refute the well known adage

of grovelling defpots, that mgrantude is thc conle
mon fin of all Republics,
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The names, and characters, of thofe renowned
worthies, Hancocx, Abams, WARREN, MoNT-
aoMERY, the veteran GATES, GREEN, and others,
have been {o repeatedly eulogized upon fimilar oc-
cafions, that the {peaker fhall only obferve, that
they being dead yet {peak, and their patriotic exer-
tions, to emancipate their fuftering, opprefled, and
bleeding country, will furvive monuments of the
moft durable marble, or coftly brafs, |

Let us, my fellow-citizens, to-day, renew
 our folemn vows, that we will call no man mafter
upon earth, nor bow to any but the glorious Eman-
uel as our Sovereign I.ord and King ; to him alone
univerfal conqueft appertains, and thofe whom he
~fubdues, are thole who alone are benefited and ag-
~ grandized by his conquefts.  With the increafing
age of the world, increafing light is diffeminating;
and let but a people, or nation, feel their phyfical
firength, and from that moment, Monarchical Au-
tomatons will be abolithed,  This I will illuftrate
from hiftory,

‘It is related, that in the Canton of Berne,
in Switzerland, it had been cuftomary from time
immemorial to keep a Bear at the public expence,
and the people had been taught to believe, that if
they had not a bear, they fhould be undone. It
~happened that the bear, then in being, was taken
fick and died too fuddenly to have his place imme-
diately fupplicd by another.  During this interreg-




(18]

num, the people difcovered_their grafs grew, the
corn {prung up, the vintage flourifhed, and the fun
and moon continued to rife and fet, and every thing
went on as profperous as before, Taking courage
from thefe circumftances, they refolved not to keep
a bear any more, for, faid they, a bear is a very ex-
penfive voracious animal, and we were obliged to
pull out his claws left he fhould hutt the citizens.
Let us then be glad and rejoice, that with us |
‘the fovereign people can raife up and pull down.,
The power is in their own hands, {o that they can
create, and they deftroy.  So'congenial is this prin-
ciple to human nature, that even kings themfelves
are republicans, for if s any of ‘their order tower a- |
bove the reft, they will mmedmtcly combine, to |
pull him down upon a level with themfelves. N
Before I conclude, fnﬁcx mc as themouth of
others, to exprefs ‘our «ratxtudc to you, venerable
warriors and fathers, who at your country’s call
cheerfully and magnanlmouﬂf q\ui\ttcd domeflic:
comforts, and volunteered your feryices in the field . -
of battle, and at the expenf¢ of property; family in- '
conveniences, and the rifk of life itfelf, you glori- |
oufly fucceeded in fhaking off the yoke, and giving
to your country a diftinguifhed rank among the na-
tions of the earth. And this day we reap the fruits
of your toil and labour.  We highly refpet, and
duly appreciate your important fervices, and they
will live in the grateful remembrance of all true pa- |
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triots when, you dre numbered amohg the dead.

And fhould occafion call, may you, my young fel-. -
Tlow citizens, be emulated by the patriotifm of your
aged fires, and prove yourfelves worthy to be called

their Sons. -
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