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PREFACE.

THE following discourse was composed by the au-
«hor purely to entertain and instruct the people of his charge,
and others who might attend with them on the Anniversary
of our Independence, without the least view or expectation
of its ever being made more public. On his being request-
ed by a number of the hearers, to furnish a copy for the
press he declined, but on its being suggested to him that it
might answer a valuable purpose, in having some influence
to gain the minds of people to celebrate their happy freedom
and independcnce on that day, in a religious manner, he
complied.

Since the discourse was dchvered, he has been apprized
that some things said in it, were likely to be misunderstood,
and received unfriendly,as bearing hard on all those who differ-

cd from him in political opinions. Should this be the case with
any, he has only to say he designed no such thing. He was
fully persuaded that the evils pomted out in this discourse do
really exist among us. This conviction still remains on his
mind. He conceives it to be an undeniable fact that such per-
sons, and them not a few are to be found in the community
at large, whose conduct is really inimical to our constitu-
tion and general government. He would, howeverbe happy
to find himself mistaken in this conclusion. If there are
such inimical persons among us, as I have now mentioned,
they,and they only are the persons aimed at, as guilty an? wor-
thy of reproof ; to every one of this character, I must say to
him, as Nathan said to David, thou art the man. 'Thou art
the very man, whose conversation and conduct strikes at the
very root ot all our dear bought and glorious liberties.  Such
ones I hope will find a portion for them in this discourse,
which if well digested, through the blessing of God, may
do them good.

The author makes it his endeavour in thesc matters, (o
feel and conduct wich impartiality towards all parties and de-
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nominations. How well he succeeds in this ~ndeavour others
must judge.

He is fully sensible of what every intelligent, judicious
rcader will readily discover to be true, that the composition
is no ways extraordinary, and is atiended with many imper-

fections. In this view he asks the forgiveness of the reader
~ forthus intruding on his patience ; requests his candor, and
bids him farewell,
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GALLATIANS, 5. 1.

Stand fast therefo = i the liberty mhgwemth Chrizt-hathgmade us
free, and. be not <. ﬁp.ta‘ngled again,with the yoke-of bondage.

THI ‘word liberty is used in avariety of senses.
It generslly .imports .a persons being unrcstn,amgd, or un-
controuled in his choice, and in his actions. When a er-
.san has his . free choxcc, and .does as he pleases he may
then be said to. en;oy liberty. A person may be brought
Anto hondage by -the power and usurpation of another, and
50 be. deprwcd of liberty, as is the unhappy case of the ne-
gro slaves in some parts of the Uxited States, and in the
West.India Islgnds. And a person may, by his owa vol-
untary act deprive himself of his liberty,in a degrae, cxther
by binding himself to another, or by imprudent or w icked
conducty procute himself to he thrown jnto prison. Tbose
‘who are not in -any of these entanglements bave what may
te called natural liberty.

There are two «enses of the word liberty which will
comprehend all I shall have to say o this occasion.
These. are civil and religious liberty. It is the latier of
these which the text refers wultimately to. The context
will shew to the attentive reader what liberty the Apostle
8peaks of,-and what was the hondage he warngd them a-
gainst.

- Civil liberty,as the phrase is commonly used, is not the
wost fall and unrestrained lbeity which the nature of
thmgs will admit of, but is attended with some degree of
restraint, It is tha state of society which mankinc have
found, by long experience to be necessary for the pro-
tection of life and property. To prevant the strong. from
tyrannising over the weak, and the many from injuring or
destroying the few. Natjons and bodies of people -have
found it necessary to combine together;, to enact cmd €s-
tablish laws which should be binding on cvery menier of
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the society, the community or nation. On this plan it is
easy to sec that each individual gives up some part of nat-
ural liberty, as well as property to the good of the com-
munity.

A person or a peopie may be said to possess or enjoy civ-
il liberty; when the laws are not oppressive or tyrannical,
but caiculated to promote the general good, and when
good laws are impartially executed. 'When each individu-
al is protected in his life, liberty, religion and property ;
and when good order is maintained and promoted.

Religious liberty is that state of things which allows to each
one to believe and judge for himself what is truth, and
what is the revealed will of God, and how he may worship
him acceptably, and not to be intercepted or dictated to, or
controttled in his privilege by any power below God him»>
‘self.

In the text it is enjoined that we stand fast in the liberty
wherewith ChArisz has made us free. It will be readily al-
lowed, 1 conceive on ali hands, among those who ' belicve
"in the Bible, that Christ makes us free as to religious lib-
erty ; but then it may be a query in the minlis of scme,
whether this will apply equally to civil liberty ? It may be
a question how, or in what sense does Christ set us free
in a civil state ?

To this it may be answered, all the laws of Christ are con-
renial or friendly to the most pure and perfect liberty, both
civil and religious. It is true, they have their restrictions ;
they enjoin virtue and forbid vice. Thev require proper
subordination to gov ernment, subjecuon to magistrates and
other ruiers ; but this is no more than every civilized peo-
ple approve of, and enjoin by their laws; and no more
than is conducive to the best civil freedom. Let the com-
mands of Christ be kept, and his laws well observed by all,
and all will be peacc, harmony, and good order among
men.

But I have further to observe in answer. Christ 1s
King. However much he may be slighted and contemn-
¢d by proud men; he isnevertheless king, the great King
over all the earth. Thus he said to his disciples, all pow-
er s given unto me in heaven aud earth. He 1s called
in the book of inspiration, the Prince of the kings of the
earth ; and he declares that power 15 given him over all
flesh. His providence is v\tcmlul to al, nations, and he
supcrintends, orders and overrules their state and circum-
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stances. If any people or any individuals are put in pos-
session and enjoyment ot true and rational liberty, civil or
rchgmus, they ought to consider it as the gift of God ;
and this is the same as to be made free by Christ.

Having made these preliminary observations in explana-
tion of the text, I now proceed to consider the subject with
more special reference to the present occasion.

We are this day assembled to commemorate a great polit-
ical event under Divine Providence, to celebrate our eman-
civation from a foreign yoke ; and to take a view of our pres-
ent happy privileged state as a people.

The general Congress formed by delegates fr om !3 colo-
nies, after taking into consideration the many grievous and
oppressive burdens imposed on the people of said colonies,
by the British government, and from which they by unweari-
cd endeavours could obtain no national redress ; and after
n:ature deliberation, almost unanimously, on the feurth of
July 1776, did declare the said colonies were, and ought to
be free from the government and jurisdiction of Great Bri-
tain, and to be and remain free, sovereign and independent
states. |

I need not tell you you are free ; this cvery one knows
and feels to be the case. It may nevertheless, be profitable
to have these things often set before us, and our attention cal-
led unto them.

‘To have a just value for our literties ; toknow how to use
and improve them, and to know how to keep them, and to
feel the importance of this, are matters highly interesting to
us, and become a duty of solemn importance for us well
and faithfully to discharge. ‘Fhis is the line in which I pro-
pose to treat the subject for our present entertainment, and
future prosperity.

I. Let us now endeavour to get just views of, and set a
just and suitable value on our hbertles, civil and religious.

Our civil liberties must be acknowiedged to be uncom-
monly great and pure. I believe as great and pure as the
present lupsed imperfect state of mankind will admit. Our
constitution of government is certainly free ; our laws, if not
perfect, yet it is presumed are such as every member ofthe
community, if well disposed and well behaved, may ordi-
narily have protection, and be happy under them. It isnot
to be expected that human wisdom can plan out, or provide
laws which will in all cases prevent the exercise of unrights
apusness and oppression.  Such is the ambition, and intrigue
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‘ofsome unprincipléd peaple, that they will find ways to e-
vade the forcé of law, do injustice, and injure their neighour.
But I think it evidént howevety, that there is not a code of
human laws in the world so far as 1y information serves,
better, if so well calculated to secure mien in the possession
and enjoyment of rdtional liberty as ours. T can think of
but one exception to this statement, whichis the connivance,
indulgence and support afforded by law to the edslaving the
poor Africans. Thisis a great ovil and ought immediately
to be remedied.

According to our general and state Constitutions, cus su-
preme Magistrates, members of Congreds, the Governor of
the states and members of state Legislatures, are elected,
and the other executive officers are appeinted in such man-
ner, as that the wholé are so far utider the controul of the
peoplé, that they carnot lonig abuse their powet, while the
people ate awake, and aticntive te their rights, #itliout being
liable to be displaced, and others put in their stead. This
being the case, if we have not faithful rulers and good laws
enacted, and well executed, a great share of the blame, av
well as the evil must devolve on the people, to whom their
rulers are, and ever ought to be responsible.

How widely different are our circumstances as to liberty
from most ¢f the nations of the earth, whose history we arc
acquainted with. Look into Turkey end Russiay two large
and very populous enmpires. Many m#lions ¢l prople, en-
tirely subject to the controuly both a8 to life and liberty, if
not property too, to the despotic will of one man. Like to
whnat 13 said of Nebuchsdnezzar, whein he would he slew,
and whom he wouid he kept alive, and whom he would he set
apand whom he would i1 put down, If we turn our view to
Trance itis still ¢the same cr worse.—Aste Britain, her {riends
and addmirers cry up har cohstitution as a sample of perfection,,
the bestin the world ; but if you wish to know the truth of this
pompous assection ask Ireland ; viewthe list of her Lords spir-
jtualand temporal, then behold the low cringling, degraded state
of the populace ; consult her taxbills, sce llow the hard ear-
nings of the honest rarmer, and the mechanicis wrested from
them to support princes, pontiffs, and other pensioners in
enormens salaries, n high, pcmpous and prodigal living.
I it was not for these, and a hundred other things her con.
sti;utton might do. But we need not go fur abroud for infor-
mation on this subject.  We can just ask our fatuers, and
elder brethren, the teaoing petriots with respect to the mas
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Ry oppressive lavs erseted by the Br sl parisment over
these, then British colenies of A:'ns:me_.a, m;u! who were ac-
knowledged subjects of the British king, an?? which broughe
on the revelutionary war °

On the whrlc, our constituticn of government is free, it 13
zood ;'so good we should be guilty of unp....lfm able folly even
to wish to change it for any other on eartii,  Arnd if itis not
absolutely pericci, 1% vet so near the mark, that considering
the 1mpcrfrct state of mnn, it cannot be essentinlly mended
but is well worth our grestest care and vigilance to preserve
it. ‘T'huswe have great civ il liberty.

Our religious liberties, also claim zttention. They must
be acknowledged by every wise impartial observer, to Le ui-
commonly grest. But {ew if any of the naztions on earth,
have religious liberty.  Some are not so much restricted and
hampered by the iron-hand of despetism as others ; but none
that I know cf, excepting ourselves, can in truth be said to
enjoy, ful' cntire liberty of conscience. I think it probable,
that notwithsianding ithe extravagance and despotism of Na-
poleon in other respects, the I'rench nation at present enjoy
the most religious liberty. As to Ingland, the dissenters
from the established religion, cannot be said to enjoy full lil-
erty of conscience. I he laws there have, in ages past, been
extremely severe. Dy the act of uniiormity, and other like
despotic acts and laws, all the people were required to attend
and worship with the establishied church ; and were forbid to
hold any other meetings, on pains ol fine and imprisonment,
aud In many In: tances, Ceath.  All the bishops and priests,
were strictly required to conform to the habits of dress estah-
lished by law, such as the square cap and surpliss, and many
ceremonties too tedious now part mulu ly to menticin. These
were viewed by many of the clergy and others, as relics of
Popery ; as unnecessary, and even as superstitious ; highly
unbecoming a reformed church and ruinistry ; and what they
could not in conscience conform to. As the governmeng
would not relax any thing, but presscd them to wnformltv,
the consequence was, that many learned, pious, godly minis-
ters, were turned out of their office, forbid to preach, or to
administer sacraments ; and were of course reduced to pov-
erty, driven te hard labor, or to live en the charity of the peo-
ple. Many were imprisoned, both ministers and others, for
holding such religious meetings, as their conscience dictated
to be their duty 3 und somne perished in prison. But I for-
bear the painful story.  Yet it is necessary for me to observe,

B
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that these tycannical [avs and proceedings, were viewed and
fclt to be 50 grievous a yoke of bondage ; so persecuting and
oppressive, as not to be bor.e with, Several therefore, pious
godly mm:sters, and some with their cauqrcgatxons, sought
an asylum in forcign countries, particularly in [Holland.--»
But the government ol England, for fear of loosing their sub-
jects, soon put a stop to these emigrations ; so thatto use the
expressions of a notcd historian- * they were persecuted at
home, and forbid te go abroad.” All dissenters, as they were
called, from the established church, were involved in this hu-
miliating, suifering state of oppres :siony, by church tyranny.
In this class of people, were involved Presbyterians, Congre-
gationals, Baptists, and Quakers or Friends.

Things remained in this state, until a respectable number
of conscientious .lissenters, formed the resolution of crossing
the Atlantic ocean; a voyage of threec thousand milzs or
more, to flee and escape from Ecclesiastical usurpation and
oppresaion, and seek an asylum in the vncultivatéd, inhos-
pitable wilds of North America; where they might enjoy
liberty of conscience, in the pure ane scriptural worship of
God, unmolested, They resolved, and a kind and gracious
Providence smiled on their endeavors, and finally crowned
them with success. Here was the foundation, the beginning
of the settlement of the New-England States, As to those
dissenters, who semained in England, they continued to suf-
fer more or less, until the act oftoleration, passed in the reign
of William and Mary (if I mistuke not) whereby the sever-
ity of the laws, were, in a great measure, tuken off or re-
pealed ; and dissenters were no longer subject to fines and
imprisonment, for adhkering to those p:inciples, and main-
taining that mode of worship, which their consciences dictat-
ed to be right. This was, to be sure,a great relief; but
then their liberty was not complete ; for they were, and are
still, holden to pay to the support of the church clergy, over
and above maintaining their own ministers.

I say not these things to refiect on, or to wound the feel-
ings of any of our brethren of the Episcopal order ; but to let
the rising generations among us. who are not acquainted
with the hkStOI'V of these times, know what our liberties have
‘ost our forefathers, that they maylearn the worth of them.

And as to Ireland, I believe no people under heaven, have
axperienced greater opproession, bothin civil and religicus
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matiers, than they, to the almaost total deprivation of every
degree of liberty.+

Now compare this state of things, with the free and happy
siate, a gracious Prcvxdence has le.ced us in.  See the wide
d)ﬂercnce, and learn to set a lug value on our puvaieges —
Do we wish, ina public and solemn manner, to wors hip God,
and hear his word 2 There are nonc to forbid us ; no lovd-
jy preldte to dictate to ys what we must believe, and how we
must worshlp No spxesto watch us ; no officers to hunt us
in our rehglous assemblies, to seize and drarr us away to
courts to be tried and condemuned, and hur wd to dungeons
and prisons ! * No, my beloved—our conscwnccs are free 2
We ma rg choose our creed ; we may form it oursclves from
the word of God.  We may meetas oflen as we think pro-
per, and feel fres, and warship as we judge the word of the
Lord directs. \or 1S any person bount to pay to the sup-

rt of a Preacher, whom he consmentmusly views as unguals
ified or hermcal Thesc are the outlines of that state of lib-
tfy s both cm.l and rehc"mus, wherewith C hmsx hath made us

ree.

And now, what shall we think of our lxbemes ?  Arethey
not great? Could we wish or propose to hzve them alo.ered
for thg better ¢ Toalter them in any respect, ‘would it nat
be to injure them ? Let us then be concerned to improve
t,hfm well, that we may keep and enjoy them.

We are now led to the next head of discourse : II. To en-
% ire and shew how we ought to use and improve our liberties.

he continuation and preservation of our rights and hberm‘s, ,
depends (under the blessing of God) on a right pse and im-
provement of them. Hence the mqmry wc are cntcrmg up-
on hecomes interesting and i 1mportam I would say in the first
place, that w- cught to maintain a sense from whom we have
received these blessings. It is he who rules in the kingdom
of Providence, even Jesus Christ, who in the faithfu! care of
his church, bas made us free. And shall we not use and
improve our liberties from him > This I think to be ana-
tural dictate of reason and gratitude, if we have any, that we

1 While congidering what our liberties have cost us (which is-one
good way to learn to estimate their great value) it should not be 0-
mitted to remind us all, of the great expence of the blond and trea-
sure expended inour revolutionary war. It has been tho’t that one
hundred thousand lives of our peop‘k besides muel treasure, and
great destruction of property, was the price of our frecdom and in-

dept ndence.  But for particulars, I must refor you to history an this
subjeet.
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use and inipreve them to the honor and glory of our great
and heavenly father and benefactor. ‘Ihis implies, that in
our cclebrating the day, in cornmemoration of our indepen-
dence, we ought in a humble and thankful manner, to pay
suitable acknowledgments and praises to Him, the great au-
thor and bestower of those inestimable favors. And that we
always bear in mind our great indebtedness and growing ob-
ligations to Him, to honor and glorify Him in all our ways.
It implies further, that we ought to live in obedience to all
His commands. It must be very criminal for a people so
highly favored of the Lord, tolive in sin and rebellion against
him. ‘To profane his holy ana sacred name; violate his
Sabbaths, and trample his laws under our feet, must be
shocking impiety, and heaven daring wickedness. Itim-
plies also, that we ought to pay a reverential and thankful re-
grard to the gospel of his grace ; ; freely and gladly embrace
the Saviour, and live by faith in the Son of (.rod, who hath
Joved us, and redeemed us with his blood from sin and ruin.
2. We must take special care to use our liberties so, as to
promote the best good of our republic. Man is made for so-
cxely, and we ought not to live merely to please ourselves.—-
To live to seek and promote the general good, is rational, is
manly, is benevolent and praise worthy “for all ; and s cal-
culated to give and promote peace, fmendshnp and prosperi-
ty. To shine in these humane, public virtucs, is far morve
desirable, noble and excellent, than to shine in riches, in
honor, or promotion to office. To live so, implics that we
-are well affected towards the constitution and laws of the re-
public ; that we do nothing tv weaken the energy of the
laws, nor say nor do any thing which tends to bring into con-
tempt the povernment which we ourselves have voluntarily
set over us. It is justly matter of regret and alarm, that
there is so much to the contrary of this, prevailing among us.
There is evidently a spitit of licentiousness gone out, and
prevails amoeng the people, to a surprising degm@, in taking
the liberty to speak diminutively, and even repraachiully of
the gencral government. Not making any proper allowance
for the embarrassinents under which the povernment labers,
by the unrighteous encroachments of foreign nationg,---
These persons censure without justice or mercy, a govern-
ment that is laboring for their good.
A stranger, not cequatnted with our constitution and mode
of uppolnting our 1ulers, (0 corce among us and hear the
speeches of many people, er read thein in the public prints,
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would naturally draw the conclusion, that we had a most ty-
rannical povernment 1mposed upon us, by some despotic
power, entirely without our choice or consent ; and which
was justly abherrent to all good people. It appears that there
is a class of pcople among us, and that not of a small num-
ber, (whether from disappointment in their expectations of
promotion to honorable and lucrative offices, or from whate-
ver other cause is not material) who have labored but too
successfully in sowing the seeds of discontent, of discord
and mutiny, of Jealousy and contempt of the government.—
Those seeds have sprung up, and having been nourished and
cultivated by some malevolent art of misguided, disaffected
minds, have spread, and been wonderfully productive of the
bitter fruits of wormwood and gall ; and tend directly and
strongly to sap the very foundations of order and government
among us; and to overturn and destroy the beautiful fab-
ric of all our precious liberties and privileges. This spirit
has so greatly p:cvailed, that it is not only very fashicnable
and popular among many of our citizens ; but is grown to
be very meritorious, and as a high recommendation, to throw
out, on every occasion an invidious cant or slur, onevery just
wmeasure adopted by the government.

Here let us stop and enquirc : Can this beright 2 If true
in fact, is it not wrong and dangerous in the extreme?  Will
the word of God, which expressly forbids us to speak cvil of
the rulers of our peopie, justifv such conduct !  Will our
duty to the commnnity justity it 7 Is not this to use liberty
as a cloak of mahcmusness, rather than as a mantle of love ?
Isitnot to pervert and abuse it ; to use it as a machine to
help and assist the enemies of our liberties---of humaun free-
doni, who cnvy our happiness, easily and expeditiously te
dcstroy us ! From such dangerous, diabolical tools of the
grand adversary of our liberties, good Lord deliver us.

You will say---*¢ But we ought to investigate public mea-
sures ; to be watchful, and guard aguinst arbitrary, despotic
conduct of men in power. Freedom of specch,yand freedom
ot the press, is the natural right of all men, @nd the grand
bulwark of liberty.” All this 1s readily granted. Tolbe
careless and indifferent towards ihe adiinistration of onr
laws, and o cur public affairs, would be highly criminal, aud
utterly unwmthy a free people, and un independent natien
1ising to greatoess.  Dut how ought we to exainine and 1
vestigate 2 'With prejudice ; or with candor ?  As enenicy,
or as {riends?  With a dispositicnn to make the worst



[ )

[N

of every thing; or with a dlsposmon to make all
soleble allowance for human imperfections, and for pub-
leg cmbarmssments Let the. gandid attend to, ard an-
swer. these queries for themselves. Iam free to give
muine opinion.  Oppressive laws, and tyrannical measures,
ought never to he tanely apd silently submltted to. With
1espeqt to what are such, the zeofile must judge and deter-
mine.  But Jet all know and remember, that we are bound
Ly all the solem: n ties of duty to God and to our ceuntry, to
make a righteous jud rment. We had peed take heed of
wrong or false information ; and of being influenced and led
away by ignorant or prejudiced partizans, Itis a tender sub-
ject, and ought to be atiended to with great care, candor and
caution, whilst we are endeavoring to guard qur rights, In
this way, by wise and prudent wears, and Jegal measures,
we must guaid aganst the contrary extreme ; not to indulge
in those notiops, and that spirit of Gberty, which would lead
1o rise up agaiust the copstituted authorities ; to be impa-
tient of-all restraint ; to oppase necessary rieasures for the
presexyation of our sovereignty and m&pendence, our just
rights ard liberties, and 10 thiow our happy republic into 3
state of anarchy, dmmder abd copfusion. But it is time i
‘proceed to the next head of discourse, which was—

IH. To endeavor to impress on our minds a feeling sensp
of the importance of preserving our just rights and liberties,
and o give some directions how o do this.

That it is smportant (o keep and preserve our liberties, I
trist has In some measure appeared by what has been said.
‘This will appear further, by ccusidering that life without lib-
otty, is bondege and slavery. Bondage and slavery in any
case,is but ';ttle better, in many cases, worse than death. If
we were wo-take a view of multitudes of poor, miserable
wretches, groaning, starving, and dragging out a iniserable
life under the merciless hand of some unfeeling, cruel] des-
pat, we might then form sume idea of what must be our dole-
ful state,if deprived of our libertics. Think how dreadful
would be our state and condition, if we were constrained to
worship images ; to bend the knee to Idol gods ; o renouce
our Christian creed, and to deny Christ, or be burnt at the
gtake if we refused compliance. Think how dismal our
state, 1f sowe aspiring, ambitious uswrper, like Bonaparte,
should gain the 2scendency, and got proclalmed supreme,
gole monarch over us.  Qur lives, our property, aur liber-
tiag and all that 31s dear to us on earth, at his sovereign dis-
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posai. We, our sons and daufrhter our riehrast and r&ﬁfﬁa
connections, liable every hour 0 be seized by meriless ex-
ecuuoners, uragg‘ed to prisons and to dungcons, there in
gtarving, st mkmg cells, 1o languish, pine aid dle a hngering
death ; er it may be to suffer death by the barbarous hmd.
in a private manner, of soyme commissioned, cruel assustin.
It would ve 1mpossible for me, In this short discourse ¢spe-
~ ¢lally, to paint to you, or deseride to the life, the fistrors at-
tendant on the reign of despotistn.  History, beth sacred and
profane, abound with instances, shecking to lvunmmq, of
the sufierings of people thus ¢aslaved. Israel m Egyypt,
must work and toll for their smrastérs; must 'make biick
without strasv, and be crueliy flogoed if they fail of their dai-
ly task. And thigis not all. To gratifly the drsatinte aebi-
tion of the mhuman Phareab, their young childven, the ob-
jects of the fond parent’s atfection, their joy and -delight,
their hope and dependence te support thulr tottéring years,
"must be thrown into thie river -and drewned. WNor are 1the
present native inhabitants of that cquntry, throu h the bar-
barity of despotic governors, in much better circumstances.
In South Americas, in the great and flourishing Empire of
Mexico, the despotic, inhuman ‘Montezuina, their Emperor,
if !u&tm'y may be credited, has sacrificed many thousands of
his subjects in a day, umder the :afluence and direction of
their heathien priests, at the-dedication of their heathen-tem-
ples.

If we look into Asia, t‘xe country where the Bible was pro-
muigatcd, where the Suviour was horn, ahd where religion
yreatly floursshed for several of the hrstages of umcuamt},
through the unfaithfulness and bacl'shdu“,s of Christians ;
throuph the invasion of the Saracens, Turks, and other bai-
barous nations ; through the propagation «nd enforcing the
Maliomedan imposture ; and through the barbarity, inku-
manity, and depoiling of their invaders und conquerers, their
liberties and privileges, both civil and religious, are wrested
from them,and so completely torn away, that scarcelv the
least vestire of them now remyains. The ‘miserable inhab-
itants (many of them at least) dvag-vut a life of ignaranve,
of slavery and wretchedness, passing the power of descrip-
tion. ‘Thesc considerations may  teach us ‘the grreat worth
#nd Importance of our precious liberties, both civil abd ve-
lious, and the obligation we are under of yratitnde to God,
of watchifulydiligent exertions, to preserve them inviolate .-
€’ivil liberty is tmportant, both in its=.4l and as it is vecesur-
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ry to-the eontinuation and enjoyment of religious liberty.~-
The laster is seidoin continued or enjoyed long, where the
former is given up, or wrested from a people. ' In this view
our texts appliesto our minds with force and energy : Stand
fast, therefore, mn the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free,and be not entangled again with the yoke of bon-

. And now if you ask me, according as I proposcd, to give
you same advice and directions how to preserve your liber.
ties, - listen to, and take the following hints.

- Cultivate and maintain a growing sense of the real value,
and great worth of yqur liberties. Think nothing tco much
to do or to sacrifice, (consistent with the revealed will of
God,) fos their preservation. ‘Those who ave young and in-
cxperienced should take pains, and use all proper means to
get knowledge anduseful information, that they may be a-
ble to discern and distinguish between true rational, civil
and religious liberty, and that ibertg which is nobetterthan
licentiousness, and which tends to promote vice, anarchy,
uand confusion. We must submit to their straints of laws,
hoth Divine and human. If we would preserve our liberties ;
all men are not capable of forming a correct judgment of all
public. measures. Many have not knowledge and informa-
tion enough forthis. Yet it is desiruble, as much as may
be, to obtain this knowledge. Let our youth then make it
their first care to gain, and to grew in profitable knowledge,
both in civil and religious matters. All who are capable of
it, onght to keep.alook out, and exercise a watchful, (though
not invidious,) eye onall public measures, and on all public
concerns. We ought not receive and emtertain groundless
jealousies, and prejudices against our rulers, nor. join in the
wicked calumnies which are raised and propagated agdinst
them. And on the other hand, we ought not to give any
countenance or supportto wicked laws, or tyrannicyi procee-
dings.  We ought not to hold any man, whether in public
office or not so dear, asto countenance or uphold a violation
of right, or atthe expense of the public good and safety.
Judges and Magistrates, with all other executive, or peace-
officers ought to exert themselves in thci- pioper spheres,to
have the laws well, and iinpartially execated.

. Here I must take the liberty to remaik, that there is one
law of the land, which, in my opiniou i3 cne of the best, and
which is generally, and grossly visicl.. [ mean the law
clating to the observation of the Cuisiun Subbath. This
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law is borrowed from the Divine law ; and if properly observ-
ed would greatly tend to the public good. But this, notwith.
standing how little is it recarded ; how {lagrantly is it viola.
ted ! ! Can we hope for ot expect the Divine protection and
benediction while we break his laws, and profane his Sab-
baths ? Let all whose proper business itis, look well to
this matter. o |

Let 21l those who are endowed with the ciective franchise,
act on principle, with caution and sound judgment. Take
pains to et the best information respecting the character of
proposcd candidates for office. Choose the best both with
the,respect to talents, integrity, and morality ; but never
give your suffrage for the openly vicious, immoral, or pro-
fane, nor for the violators of the laws. Depend on it he will-
make but 2 poor, and bad use of the powef 'you give him,
who can casilv violate the good and wholesome laws of the
land. 1t you would wish mot to have tyrants set up to rule
over you, take good heed that you do not yourselves make
choice of such.

Let the daughters of America, who are also the daughters
of freedom, learn to appreciate, and set a due value on their
Jiberties. While the laws afford you ample protection from
insult and violence, and you share largely in the public wel-
fare, let not your own exertions be wanting to promnte the
public good. Be concerned to shine and excel in all the
beauties of true virtue and moral worth. We do not expect
you to come forward into the cabinet, or the field, to act as
public rulers or soldiers ; you may do much by your pure
examples; and pious prayers to promecte the public good.
You must, in your proper sphere, strive to promote knowl-
edge, true virtue and patriotism. Never think that woman
was made to stand as a mere cypherin the community.
Deboral, by her patriotic exertions under God delivered the
nation from thraldom.-—Iisther did the like, and saved the
nation from impending ruin and destruction. You with others
have your [aculties to learn ; your talents to use and improve
tor the public good.  And if ever Heaven, indignant for our
crimes, should sufferus to be involved in war, and our rights
and liberties invaded and in danger, use your influence,
(which is by no means small) with the sons of freedom, to
stimulate them to firmness in the cause, to a truly patriotic
fire ; to rdeeds truly heroic and worthy of Americans.

In a word let all be concerned to strive for peace and union
among oursclves ; and to act well our parts on the grand
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the,(\trf of llbert} Let ug all rcmcmber that to live a life of
true virtue, in obedience t¢ God, and in conformity to the
good and wholgsome laws of the land is by far the most im-
portant concern. To thisiet us attend withthe utmost dili-
gence, and perseverance. Without this our liberties cannot
long be preserved With this we have nothing to fear.

And while we hail the continuation of the blessings of
peaces with grateful praise to our great and kind preserver,
let usstand prepared for war. And should we ever he call-
ed to defend our liberties at the risk of our lives in the high
places of the field,and at the expense of blood, we hope and
trust that our brave sons of American freedom wiil come'’
forward with the undaunted spirit of patmotlsm, in firm in-
dissoluble phalanx ; and may the God of armies, the patron
and protector of our liberties crown them with success and
YlCtDl‘y.—-AMEN.

& FINIES.



