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| 70 THE READER:
PROPER acknowledgments to the all-wise beneficent

- Ruler of the Uniserse, are undoubtedly a duty incumbent:

ot man. This especially begomes a duty 70.them who are

the subjects of great and signal favoars. And: it is con-

cecived that the most proper way for 2 people to make these

acknowledgments, is by public, solemn, devjut exercises.
of worship, such as prayer and praise. And. in order

to excite and stimulate people to tnis, itis undonbtedly

useful to-bave the call, the duty, and obligations pointed

out, and enforced in a public discourse. ith a view to.
ihis, the following discourse was camposed and delivered.

The author has long been of opinion,that the people general-.
ly in the United States, have not been in.the best and most

laudable way of celebrating the anniversary of their indee

pendence. That it would be highly proper for them, and

much more becoming a christian people,to attend toit in the

manner mentioned above. He thercfore, gladly, embraced
the first proposal made to him of celebrating independence

by a religious meeting. If hLis endeavours herein should

meet the approbation of the sensible and judicious, aad.
bz 2 mean of promoting, although ip a small degree, a.
reformation in this affair, he would feel himself happy,.
and abundantly rewarded for his labour.

No doubt the learned reader will observe many blem-
ishes and defects. As to correctness of composition, and
elegance of style, the author makes no pretension. Plain
truth, and the public good are what he aims at. And,.as-
3t is, he submits it to the candid public..




‘A SERMON.

} SaMUEL vir. 12.—Then Samuel took a stone, and
set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and calleg the name of
it Ebenezer, saying, hitherto hath the Lord helped us.

THE words of my text are part of 2 narrative
of a very signal deliverance which the Lord gran.-
ted his people Israel. Israel, for their sins, had
been for a long time in a fiate of subjetion, or
thraldom to the Philistines. In which time Sam-
uel was born of pious parents, and consecrated as
a Nazarite to God. And as he grew he was found
to be a remarkably pious youth, and eminent for
religion and virtue. He was highly eleemed by
the people, and which is much more to be sought
and prized, he was highly favored of the Lord.
To him God was pleased, even in early life, to
manifest himself in a special manner, and to re-
veal to him his designs of Providence respecting
future events ; so that Samuel became famous as
a prophet of the Lord. .

At the time of the transactions of the text and
its connexion, he was arrived to the state of man- -
hood, and was invested with the honorable trust
and power of chicf judge of the land. In this
station, and at this time he calls upon the people
to repent and reform. In this he was, through
the Lord’s blessing, successful ; the people grate-
fully received his admonitions, and a great and
general reformation took place, as appears by the
context. | |

Moved by God, (as we may well suppose) he
calls the gongregation of Israel together to Mizpeh,
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to-a very solemn meeting for the purpose of hum-.

bling themselves before God, by fasting and pray-

er. confessing their sins, and seeking help of God.

The Philistines soon hear of it. Their jealousy

was awakened, as.- suspicious, or apprehensive
that Israel was now about to”combine together-
to form a revolt.  Their warlike temper is rous-

ed, they rufh-toc arms, rally their forces, and soon:
collect 2numerous army ; which, with the lords.
of the Philistines-at their head; march against Is--
racl. News of this soon reaches the assembied:
Jsraelites, on which they are greatly terrified..
Former defeats in war with this. powerful war-
like people, together with their long state of vas-

salage under them, (which-always reduces the spi-
rit and courage of men) had greatly depressed:
their spirits, and depreciated their valor. They.

were now destitute of warlike weapons—in a ve-
ry weak state of defence, and: consequently in a.
very poor plight to-meet and engage so formida-.
ble an-¢enemy. In this distress they look to God,.
and implore Samuel to pray. for them.. He com-
plies, and offers up to God, on that trying occa.
sion a sucking lamb, as a burnt offering wholly
to the Lord : and accompanies.this sacrifice with
fervent cries. to heaven. Here, methinks, was a.
very lively_ striking type or figure of Jesus the
Lamb of God, who, in the fullness of time, accor-
ding to divine appointment, and his own volunta.-
ry consent, was offered up-on the: cross for the-
sins of men, and to open a. way for our deliver-
ance from cur thraldom to sin and Satan, and to
give us victory over our spiritual enemies. (But
to-return) Samuel prays and the Lord hears him..
While the Philistine host advances near to the-
dreadful charge on defenceless Israel, the thunder-
cloud rears its awful majestic head. The thunders.
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xoli tremendous, and the lightnings flash and fiy,
and all heaven seems a terrific scene of fire at Jeho-
wah’s word. And now the conflict is to be princi-
pally between them and israel’s King, theLord of
hosts. And now Israel may lay aside their anxiety,
and dismiss their fears,secing there is none like un-
to the God of Jeshuran, who tidethupon the hea-
vens, in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky.
Deut. 33, 26. Says the sacred historian, context,
ver. 10. But the Lord thuadered with a great
thunder on that day upon the Ehilistines, and
discomfitted them, and they were smitten before
Isracl. Andnow what avals them to be trained,
armed, and harnessed for the war? What avail
_ their horses and chariots, and gigantic. heroes ?
_ What are all these to withstand Jehovah, girt with
almighty power, arrayed in wvengeance, decked
with majesty and glory, and seading amongst
them hot thunder bolts; and directing the nim-
ble forked lightning ! When God makes war up-
on men they fall an casy prey. Isracl, as might
be well expected, having the Lord on their
side, are victorioys. israel are saved, and theic
encmies destroyed. And now we will see what
returns pious Samuel will make. . Does he, accor-
ding to modern times, ascribe their salvation te
their own wisdom and power—tc the skill and
magnagimity of their generals; and their warri-
ors? Nota word of all this. Samuel, whose
breast heaved with gratitude, and whose -heart.
burned with zeal for the glory of God, took a
very different course. He erects a solid monu-
ment to commemorate the power and goodness
of God. Says the text, And Samuel tooka stone
set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the
name of it Ebenezer, (i. e. the stone of help) say--

ing, hitherto hath the Lord helped us.
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"This conduct of Samuel was laudable, and
highly worthy of imitation. With such testimo-
nials of our grateful sense of the signal favours
of heaven, bestowed on unworthy sinners, God
is well pleased. Nor can we act up to our obliga-
ticns, nor discharge a good confcience, if we
coldly, and carelessly neglect wusing the proper
means in our power, to keep up, and perpetuate
the memory of his great goodnefs. ~

What 1 propose further is, to apply this en-
tertaining passage of sacred history, in an easy,
practical way to what we have experienced of the
Lord’s signal goodness. - |

Here we have a large field opened to us.—
There are the favours and blessings which we
have experienced as individuals, or what may be
called personal favours. - Such as the divine pati-
ence and mercy daily exercised towards each one .
of us, in sparing our lives; in giving us health
- and pienty, with innumerable other blessings, of
svhich the time will not: now admit a particular
detai!. I must therefore recommend these to the
serious consideration of each one, and pass them.
We will therefore turn our thoughts to the sub-
ject to which the day, and occasion call us to at-
“tend.  This is to contemplate, and acknowledge
the divine goodness to us, as a people,indgestowing
" pational blessings. And even here, we must be un-
der some degree of restriction. We cannot well
enter into the consideration of all these. One point
- especially demands our attention now, and that is
our National Independence. And I trust I shall not’
be thought to wander from my subject, if I bring
into view some things which operated as causes,
and some other things, as attending circum-
stances, of this grear event,

These distriéts of territory, which we now

call the United States of America, were, before
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our reévolution, mostly British colonies. They

had each a charter from the British king ; thoug,h

in some respects, differing from each other. As
this country was chiefly peopled from Great Bri-
tain, and the inhabitants had received their char-
ters and grants of land from that government,
they were considered, in a measure at least, as
dependent colonies on the mother country. ‘They
had, however the mosi, if not all of them power
granted them to make their-own laws; and this
power was exercised by them from their first
establishment to nearly the time of their revolu~
tion. For year:, the British government hzd be-
eld our growing prosperity with a jealous eye.
They began by degrees to invade our charteréd
rights. We comphined, but they continued their
encroachments, by revoking, or nullifying-parts
of our charters, and 'by taxing: our property.«
That raifed-a general uneasiness in the colodics,
and brought on a dispute betweenus and them.
From complaining, the colonies, which viewed
themselves as oppressed, proceeded to petition:
the king for a redress of their gricvances. And;
although a few of said acts were repealed; yeton
the whole, thie colonies got norelief. lnstead of
redressing our wrongs, which  were many;-the
British parliament proceeded to pass a msolve,'
that they had a right to tax the colonies in a2
cases whatever. . This unjust, infquitous resolve;
and their practice upon it, “greatly inceeased
our uneasiness, and our complaints. . We conceivs
ed it to be 4 direct and flagrant infringement on;
and violation of our rights as Englishmen, and.as
British subjects. For it was a settled maxim
among us, and founded on truth and reason, that
a people cannot be reasomably taxed, without
their consent, by their representatives, "That tax-

B
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ation, and representation must go togéther, or
freedom is gone. /e could not be 1epresented in
their government, on account of focal distance,
and therefore we contended that they ought not
to tax us. And further, by the aforesaid un-
righgeous resolve, our whole property lay at their
mercy s for by the same rule that they might ex-
~ tort athree penny dutx on tea, or other, article,
they might, when hardened enough, take all we
bad. Notking was done on their part to remove
_our just complaints ; and thecolonies stood firm
to support theli* liberties, and their rights. The
general uneasiness, instead of growing less, in-
" ereased from day to day. Disputes between the
. colonies and the parliament ran high, unti! at
length the British government sent an armed
force—a body of troops to be stationed at Bos-
" tom, to enforce their unrighteous laws. This, as
wright * paturally be expected, excited a great
ferment in that populous town. In conzequence,
some tmhappy disputes took place between the
inhabitants and the soldiers; in one of which
confficts the soldiers fired en the inhabitants, and
geveral of the latter were slain, and others were
wounnded. If theinhzbitants were guilty of some
mmprudeuce and excess, it is not much to be won-
dered at ; as it is but the natural fruit of soldiers
. being quartered-on the people, and of standing
srmies in a time of peace. it is a maxim of the
wisest of men, that oppression will make a wise
man mad, Eccle. 7, 7. These contentions led on
from less to greater, uati at length the sword of
civil war was unsheathed, and the flames of war
were kindled. On the 1gth of April 1775, the
horrid scene of war was opened, by 2 body of
British wroops, who in a lawless unprovoked
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manner fired on 2 small company of American:
minute men, assembled on the common Teen in
Lexington Massachusetts. Several were killed on
the spot and,several wounded. The British then
proceeded to Concord, a nelghbonng town, and
. destroyed considerable. quantities of provincial
_stores. ‘The militia from that and the adja-
cent towns collected and skirmishes ensued.—
They, the British, soon began. to- retreat, but
. were greatly. annoyed by the militia the whole
way to Boston, which, however, thefe who sur-
vived reached at night. Thus was the.blood of ~
our American brethren spilled, in 2 wanton and .
cruel manner. The alarm was goon spread in that -
“and the meighboring cojonies, and. the people -
flew: to-arms. An army. was soon. raised, nume- . -
. ¥ous, and resolute: enough. to keep the Bt}tldb
troops pent up in Bosion.
- The war thus. began continued: tomge for e:ght

years or inore. ‘Ehe- consequence to the Ameri--
~ cans,-in calamahcs, and distress¢s which they suf-
fered in the armies, in the seaports afid- fronﬂ&
- baffles-the pewen of description.. -
~ On-the 4th of Jury, 1776, the cozagrcss o£ the-

united. colenies, which met early in the spring,
with great harmony and unnamimity passed the
- famous,.and ever to be remembered resolve, that
the said colonies, thirteen in number, are, and of”
right, ought to.be free, sovereign, and indepen--»
dent states: This is the grand event we comme..
morate ; and-this the day of the month and year—
on which it was transacted.. This day we. pow—
- celebrate as the birth day. of our nation, out, frcc»
dom and emancipation. from the. oppressive=
‘yoke of.a foreign power.. In.this, as.well as in the~
whole progress of our revolution, we should ve- |

sensible, we must remember, and never forget:
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that the hand of the Lord was very visibly and
signally displayed in our behalf. It was because
the Lord of hosts was engaged for us, and on
our side, as for Israel at the time our text speiks
-of, that we were not swallowed up when men—
~when the mighty rese up against us. Toillus-
trate:this idea, and to give it a more deep and in-
‘deliable impression on our hearts, I beg your pa-
: tlencewhllc Tbring into view a few partlcnlars.

- At the commenceiment of the war, when we
-siade our appeal to heaven and to arms, to vindi-
Cate -OUP €ausc, our circumstances were peculiarly

~difficolt-and discouraging. Our difficulties and
: embarrassments under which we laboured, were
-sp-great ‘and- weighty, that it is justly matter of
- wonder 4nd admiration that we were so happ:ly
-ca*ned«throngh the calamitous, dreadful scene.
We were without a navyto protect our trade or
guard our seaports We had men, but few arms ;
-0 magazmcs, and Béxt tono warlike stores of any
‘Xind. We had but a'mere trifle of money, though
80 exceedingly necessary to support and carry on
a war. We had no disciplined troops, and but
- few able, expcnenccd commanders. A raw, un-
discxplmed unexperienced militia, poorly armed,
-and almost. entirely- destitute of warlike stores,
_wwere 'to ﬁght our battles, to ‘gain our canse.—
i~'1‘hey had-every thitg to encounter and discou-
Tage them, excepting a good consciencé and a geod
~Cause.- Our governments, then just beginning to
‘yife in form -were weak, and greatly wanting in
(venefgy. . The difficulty of procuring clothing and
jrovisions sufficiént was so great, that our sol-
diers, the magnammous worthy defenders of our
lives, ind Jur cause, and who justly merited the
‘kindést treatment‘and the best fare, were, great

part of the time almost naked, and many. times
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‘half starved. And to add to all other discourage-
ments, they were seldom equal in number to their
enemies. At the beginning of the war we were
under the government of the Britith king, from
which to get free and form governments for our-
selves, was, under such circumstances especially,
exceeding critical, and attended with difhculty
and danger. The consideration of being treated
as rebels in case we were overcomé, was dread-
ful, and struck many 2 mind with terror.

And on the other hand we had to contend
‘with one of the most potent, warlike powers on
earth. They were old and experienced in the
arts of war. They had at command most pow-
erful feets, which held dominion over the ocean ;
a numerous, disciplinéd army expert in war ; able
and expenenced generals; plenty of arms. and
all sorts of warlike stores ; money sufficient to
pay their fleets and armies, “and clothmg in abun-

dance to cover them.

" Such was the disparity of circumstances be-
- tween us and them, that many of the most sen-
-sible and - judicious among us entered into, the
-contest, and took up arms with fear and trem-
bling. Here was a great similarity between us
‘and Isracl at the time the text alludes to. Whén
- we engaged in the war, we had little else to com-
fort and support our minds, and give us spirit
‘and courage, than the love of liberty ; the conti-

dence that our cause was juft; that duty call-
ed us to engage in it ;- and the hope, that the
Lord of hosts, the God of armies, wouid patro-
nize it, and engage on our side.

It appears by the result that our hopes were
not unfounded. ‘the great disposer of all events;
the righteous governor of the world, who pre-
sides over kingdoms and nations—who  sets
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wp one, and put$ down another ;; who- hears the
eries of the oppressed.; he who sets bounds to-
the power and passions of men, and says to war

as to the waters of the sea, hitherto shalt thou
come but no further—and here- shall all- thy
proud waves be stayed, in infinite pity beheld us:
afflicted and.oppressed- And, although for cur

sins he suffered the 1age of war to afflict and

chastise us sore, yet he took not his mercy. from

us, nor gave us up to the will of our unfeeling

- merciless oppressors.. He that raised up Samuel to

pray for Isracl, raised up- many a praying. soul a-

mong us, and heard their cries. He raised us up

" 2 WASHINGTON, and inspired his heart- with wis-

dom 2nd firmness in the cause, who remained
unshaken amidst the: temptations of offered

bribes andthreats : He covered his head in- the

day of battle, and preserved his health, his limbs

and his precious life from. the pestilence which
walketh in darkness, and from the. arrow, (or-
more fatal bally which flieth at noon day. Tbe-
Lord made bim what he was, humane, wise, cour-

ageous, and persevering. He upheld- and sup.

ported his mind from sinking; undzr. the accumu-

lated weight.of difficulties and embasrassments,

which, from a number of sources, rolled in upon

him like a mighty torrent. He carried him thro’

the great and important undertaking and work,

and made him, with others in the council, and the:
field, the happy imstrument of our peace, free-

dom, and independence. The Lord is a man of
war : the. Losd is his name:

Thus through the goodness-of God we were
carried through 2 long. distressing, and destruc-
tive war. That God who delivered Israel from
the power of the Philistines, saved us from the

power and tyranny of Great Britain, and has
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zmade s 2 free and independent people, and hx-
py in our -privileges 'We have a free elective
government, which, if the people are wiseand
virtuous, in their choice of rulers, and in their
‘moral conduct, cannot but prove {under the kind
and wise geardian care of a watchful Providence)
a long and lasting blessing. Wt have enjoyed 2
long season-of peace. It will be twenty-four years
next September. - A longer season thana is scarce-
1y ever known pr enjoyed among the nations of
Europe. And if we could be wise enough not to
quarrel among ourselves, the prospect is that we
may have this great blessing continued still.{-

And now, in review of these great-and signal
Tavors, it becomes ns to be concerned what re-
turns we fhall make to the great giver. Shall we
not, like picus Samuel, erect our Ebeaezer in ho-
por te our great deliverer, and to commemorate
his great goodness who has been the stone of our
help ? While the vain world are rejoicing in ways
of carnal mirth, kke heathens, or inhidels, tend-
1ing to debauch the mind, and to promote iatem-
perance and strife, sacrificing to their net, and
and burning incease to their drag; let us, my
brethren, be concerned to render praise and
glory to God. Here, in his house of prayer and
praisz, let songs of grateful piety arise to the ho-

1 It will be urderstood that this discourse was compos~
ed and dellvered before the printed accounts came to hand,
.of the violent Massacre, comm:ited by a British ship of
war, upon the innocent unoffending people on board the
Chesapcake, one of our ships of war ; and also their plun-
ders and robberies committedonthe property of the peace-
able, patriotic Virginians. If these accounts are justly
stated, it must be confessed that it brings a dark cloud cver
our political horizon, and, with respcet to the contihuaticn
of peace, wears a gloomv, and threatening aspect.
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nor of our great deliverer. Lct us consider that
the best, and most acceptable monument we can
raise, is, sincerely and heartily to devote ourselves
to his service. Nothing short of this can pessi-
bly come near to fulftl our duty and discharge our
obligation. 'This would be to have an Ebenezer
fixed and abiding in our hearts ; which being
made visible in 2 holy walk and conversation,
would be seen and read of all men. Let us not
say with the prophane Israelites of o'd, < We are
delivered to do all these abominations.” We can-
not but be sensibie, (if we suitably attend) that we,
as a peoj le, are greatly deficient in our duty. Ma.
ny things are quite wrong. Our liberties and pri-
vileges are greatly abused and perverted. Impiety,
profaness, unrighteousness and intemperance a-
bound. The sacred name of God is dishonored ;
the worthy name of our Divine Immanuel is blas
phemed, andhis institutions profaned and abused.
The gospel is despised and contemned by many ;
the holy Sabbath is profaned, and infidel princi-
ples of deists and atheists are spreading through
the land: My brethren these things ought not
so to be. These must be kighly provoking to
God. as they are a flagrant abuse of his goodness
and grace. These greatly endanger our national
good and prosperity. - Let each one of us in our
several stations, whether minister or magistrate,
or private Christian, or citizen rouse up, and
zea:ously set about a reformation. If this fhould
be done, and we commence and continue a truly
virtuous people, we might then hope,through the
mercy of God. long to enjoy this good land and
have our preciou: rights and literties continued
to us for many generations yet to come. Itis
important that we thould maintain a senze of our
obligations, and cultivate a remembrance of the
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gignal favors of hzaven. And I think it the duty
of parents, particulariy fathers, who have been eye
and ear witnesses of the sufferings and di:tresses;
the deliverances and salvations of our revolution-
ary war, among other instractions to their chil-
dren, to teach them also the knowledge of the
great things which God has done for us, This is
agreeable to scripture precept and example. Psal.
78. 1=~—2y. Give ear, O my people, to my law;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth: I
~ willoopen my mouth in a parable :.1 will utter
dark sayings of old, which we have heard ard
known and our fathers have icld us. We will
not hide them from their children, showing to
the generation to come the praises of the Lord;
and his strengthand his wonderful works that he
hath done. Forhe established a testimony in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel, which he command-
€d our fathers, that they fhould make them known
to their children: that the generation to come
might know them, even the children which
should be born: who should arise and declare
them to their children : ihat they might set their
hope in God, and not forget the WQI%(S of God;
but keep his commandments. And Psal. 143,
g3—7. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be prais.
ed; and his greatness is unsearchable. One ge-
neration shall praise thy works unto another,
and shall declare thy mighty acts. I will speak
of the glorious honor of thy majesty, and of thy
wondrous works. And men shall speak of the
might of thy terrible acts: and I wili declare thy
greatness. They shall abundantly utter the me-
mory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of
thy righteousness.

I cannot content myseif to close this discourse
without a particular address to the young people
present in this as,semb}y.c
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My young friends, I now call on you witi:
grateful hearts, to attend to’'the wonderful work:
of God to the chiidren of men and to you in
particular. T now call on you to ackncwiedge
God, the God of your fathers; to fear, adore,
and praise him. 7This is a duty binding on you
as well as others And your obligations to this
are greatly increased, by the great and distin-
guishing biessings which a kind beneficent pro-
vidence 1s richiy affording you. Particularly in
the happy fruits you are now reaping of the strag-
gles, your fathers and eider brethren went
through, and of the bravery they displayed in that
long and sore conflict, to gain their freedom
and independence. ' In these blest fruits you are
deeply interested, and richly benefited. #¢ who
have been witnesses, and some of us actors in
the distressing scene, can, withont doubt, speak
more feelingly and sensibly on the subject than
you, who can know these things only by an his- -
- torical relation. /72 must shortly quit the stage
of life, and you must come forward and take our
place. And we wish you to be wise and happy.
—Happy you cannot long be without you
are truly wise, and faithfully improve y-ur privi-
leges. Remember what the lips-of inspiration tell
you : ¢ The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and
“to depart from evil is understanding.” Re-
member, that your privileges, both religious and
civil, are bought at a dear price—the price of
blood. Jesus, by his own precious blood has re-
dee¢med you ; and the blood of your fathers and
brethren has been shed to procure your present
happy freedem and independence. Great things
have been done and suffered for you ; take heed,
for you are responsible for a good improvement.

Remember, that it was for you, morc than
for themselves, that your fathers encountered
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diiiiculties, dangers and hardships. For yoa they

vngaged in a dangerous war, and for you they
Jought, and bled, and died! Posterity, to wise and
zood men is ever dear; their welfare and pros-
perity lie near their hearts! It is nature, and it is
rigst too. Natuye dictates and inspires it, and
God commands-1t. How often have 1 hcard with
mine ears, in that day of danger and distsess,

the pathetic exclamation, ¢ If our civil rights
“ and liberties are wrested from us, our religious
« liberties and pnv:leqcs will soon be gone; and
¢ then what, aias! what will become of onr dear
 children and posterity I wish you te realize
these affecting truths, and have them deeply im-
pressed on your hearts. It is undoubtedly a duty
for the rising generation to spend time, and
take pains to become acquainted with the history
of our revolution. A very small part of the
meney, which is needlessly, and, in many in-
stances, wickedly, spent in dress and ! iquors,
and the like, would be amply sufficient to furnish
you with the pecessary histories. And the time
spent in fally and vanity, would he more than
sufficient to read them thorpughly. 1 will nat
say that this is the first, or most important know-
ledge you can acquire. But this 1 am bold to
afirm. that spending time in reading, in order to
become acquainted with this interesting, affect-
ing history, is spending time to much better pur-
pose, and in vastly more important business, than
readingnovels & romances; going toballsor danc-
ing assemblies, drinking & gamohng The former
is profitable, as it instructs the mind in the great
works of providence— the marvellous acts, and
loving kindness of the Lord to an unworthy
people ; and puts us under advantage to watch
and guard our rights and liberties ; and i cow
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hearts are disposed, to acknowledge with grati-
tude the signal favours of the Lord, and to cele-
brate his praises. But the latter, (i. e. reading
novels, dancing, drinking and the like) tends
eatly to corrupt the mind, and to keep it pro-
ndly ignorant—to barden and stupify the
heart, and embolden sinners in the ways of sin,
and without fear or remorse, to practise wicked-
ness. These, and such like vain wicked practices
you should fly from, as*the bane of your peace;
as the snaresof the devil, and the road to hell.
My young friends, great and invaluable liber-
ties and privileges, are transmitted to you, by
the pions, patriotic, fathers of our country; and
they are toc gift of Heaven. Such you should es-
teemthem; andassoch youshould highly prize
and faithfully improve them. O let not your giddy
- ‘minds nor your wicked hearts deceive you, and
and make you forget, and lead you into vanity
and sin. - Consider what returns you shall make
to thegreat “author of -your bengs, your kind
and beneficent benefactor. €an you excuse your-
selves from raising your Ebenezer—your monu-
ment of remembrance of his goodness, and his
praise? If you ask me how, or in what manner
you shall do this, I answer, fix the monument in
your.own bearts! What /ess can you do than give
‘him your hearts? This ug.requires; and his de-
‘mand is reasonable atd it is gracious. A compli-
ance with this-duty, would be indeed to erect a
lasting menument to his praise."Consider young
Samuel : ear]y devoted to God by his pious pa-
rents, and growing up with sentiments of piety
and religion ; a child—a youth, highly favoured
of God, and justly esteemed by men.—Here is a
néble pattern for you'!—Look on, dear youth—
look on, and learn to imitate him.

-
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Many young people seem to have very mis-
taken notions of what will render them truly re- -
table among men. They are ready to think
at should they commence serious Christians,
and live a smct?; religious life, it would render
them odious and contempnble ; the objects of
scorn, derison, and reproach. This might be the
case with respect to a fcw inconsiderate fools 3 -
but far othermse withghe wise and judicious. In-
‘deed men in general e .do.not ove religion,
will yet revere a serlous, r gmuscharacter —Sa-
muel was strictly pious, andilovéd, and practlsed
religion. And who #hore beloved anid pes
than he? But what is fai more important’is,
such are highlyfavoured of thé Lord;And ¥ wecd

obtain his favour, (even if it should cost us e hs-

-~ tred and reproaches.of a wicked world)we are *_
made for time and eternity. His favoiris lifé,
and bis loving kindness is betteg than life Tnhjs
presence is fuldess ‘of joy, and’at hts right har
there are pleasures for ‘evermoré: Our Saviour

~ pronounces them blessed who suffer shame anhd
teproach for his'sake. - Luke 6. 2. - Blessed are
ye when men shall hate you,ind when they shall
separate you from their company, and shall re-
proach you, and cast out your name as evil, for
the son of man’g sake. - :rf |

If you will commence real. Chnstmns, and
truly serve the Lord, whose yoke is -eagy and
whose burden is hght then you may long enjoy
this good land, and all your pretious liberties
and privileges. You, and succeeding generations,
if truly pious and faithful, will {lourish and

~ prosper till these United States arrive to an in-
calculable degree of greatness and respectability.
God wxll bless your blessmgs, and continue and -

-

ected: -
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ect your liberties and privileges, and crows
11 with everlasting glorieus rewards in Heaven.
Bat if you forget God, and your duty t
Ium, and chuce the ways of sin, and live in unbe-
licf, and rebellion against him, he has ways
enough to punizh yey. Drought. famine. pesti-
ience, earthquakes, thunder and lightning are
bla ministers and servants, to execute his wrath
on ungedly sinners. Or, he can raise up forelgn
nations to invade and destroy you, Or, he cag
~ suffer wicked, ambitious men to overthrow your
free government, 3l sét up one despotic and
tyrannical, and reduce yon'to a state of vassal-
lage.and slavery. Of, he can, if he pleases, un-
sheath the sword of civil war, and raise up 2
Kﬁteful band of, ruffians among yourselves, ten
fimes more to he dreaded than foreign war, and
. $et eve?y man’s’sword- agamst his fellow. This,
dreadful as it 'wbyld be, is not unfrequent in the
Mistories of otligf nations.” But if none of these
things should:befall yon, yet if you live ip sm,
and transgress his holy commands, you are in
_imminent” dan;r of being given up of God to
go on, and fill up the meas,urc of yo ¥uur iniquities,
and meet a:more 3%ful and drpad | puni-hment
in the world to come- There is therefore, every
consideration, both from ‘duty and i mtercst, in
this wor!d and the next, to warn and excite you
to repentance and reconciliation to God, and to
be faithful to him. Motives mnumerab e are
set before you, even life and death eternadl, to pre-
vail an you to become truly rehgmu:—to be
- real Christians, and to live a holy life in obedi-
ence to God’s commands.
I cannot but exprefs my satisfaction and j joy
to see so respectable a number, old and young,

aﬁendmg here this day. Hcre, ina way becom-
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“ingthe dignity of our rational natures, and in dis-
charge of duty and obligation, we are offering up

* our devout acknowledgments. and erecting our
FEbenezer, 1o honor to that glorious being, who is

. truly the rock of our salvatlon, the stone of our
help. By coming here into the courts of our
God, you, my young friends, have been out of
the way of témptaticn, and in'the way. of getting
profitable instruction. ~Surely you are much
ghorc happy in speridlidy the day thus, thanto
“have been with others at thif ﬁrmgs, their re-
vels and their mtemperané‘e Now you can, at
the close of our meetang, go horhe calpr and se-
date, meditaté®and convérse on what you have .’

heard, and have your mindsin .a prepared pos-

ture for the approaching Sabbgitli Lay up then
what you have heard,and what you'may yet hear”
agreeable to truth, and may thé”Lord -give you
the hearing ear and understdpdifig heart. . h
In 2 word, leg us all remember the great good-
ness of God to us as individuals apd'as.a people,
and be cencerned to glorify hira, by bringing
forth good fruit. Let unfeigned gratitude and
thankfulness, and a_ wise and, faithful ; 1mprovc-
ment of our precmus Hbertiess and prlvﬂegcs wit-
ness our sincerity. Let us seek to promote so-
briety and temperance, peace and harmony, ao-
xality and religion. Which may Cod enable us
to do through Jesus C’Hmsr our Lorp, Amen.

-



