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THE COMMEMORATIVE BANGUET

“em e ety R By e

»

At an informal meeting of gentlemen, held at the Grand
Hotel de la Paix, Geneva, on the cevening of the thirticth
day of June, it was resolved that the citizens of the United
States, who chanced to be in Geneva at the time, ought to
observe in some way, the ninctieth anniversary of their
national independance; and Messrs, J. A. C. Gray, of New-
York, I'. S. Kinney of New-Jersey, James L. Claghorne,
and Louis A. Godey, of Pcunsylvania, were appointed a
Committec to carry the purpose of the meeting into cffect.
With commendible zcal and energy, these gentlemen at
once put themselves in communication with other Ame-
rican citizens, and it was determined to commemorate the
day, by a banquet in which all Americans residing in the
city at the time, should be invited to participate ; and that
the more distingunished friends of the United States, among
the native Genevese, should be invited as guests. The large
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saloon of the Hotel de la Paix was procured for the pur-
posc; and its director, Mr Kohler, gave promptly and
aenerously, all the assistance that he could render, in fur-
thering the arrangements. The Hotel was profusely decora-
ted with flags ¢ fireworks were sent for from Paris: and the
services of two fine bands of music were procured through
his kind instrumentality. Other hotels, such as the Hoétel
des Bergues, the Hotel Bean Rivage, the Hotel de la Cou-
ronne, and the Hotel de Ilicu, also displayed our national
flag during the day; cannon were fired from a small vessel
anchored in Lake Leman : and in the ¢vening a fine exhibi-
tion of fireworks was made in several parts of the city.

Invitations to attend the dinner were issued to the Pre-
sident, and Vice-President of the Grand Council of Geneva,
to Messrs. Cheneviere, Turrettini and Richard, Counsellors
of State, to M. Harrington, American minister at Berne,
to M. Upton, American consul at Geneva, to general Du-
four, to Dr Merle d’Aubigné, to the -count de (asparin,
author of the « Uprising of a Great People, » to M. J. H.
Serment, advocace, President of the « Auxiliary Committee
of the American Association for the benefit of the Freed-
men, » M. Alexandre Lombard, banker, M. le prof. Adert
et M. Debrit, editors of le Journal de Genéve, M. I'ron-
chin, editor of lo Nation Swuisse, M. Aug. de la Rive, to
professor Naville, and many other well-known Kuropean
friends of the United States, several of whom, it will be
afterwards seen, accepted ; while others, either by official
engagements or absence, were compelled to decline, greatly
to their regret and ours.
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The Americans who were present at the Hatel to parti-
cipate in the banquet, were

Mr George 1. Phelps. Mr J. A. C. Gray.
Mrs Phelps. Mrs Gray.

Mr H. W. Robbins. Miss Gray-.

Mr J, M¢ Henry Kitching.  Miss Hunter.

Mr L. A. Godey. Miss Danforth.

Mrs Godey. - Mr Parke Godwin.
Mr W. A. Moller. Miss Godwin.

Mrs Moller. Mr F. S. Kinney.
M. Jas. L. Claghorne. Miss Kinney-.

Mrs Claghorne. Mr Char. Lanier.
Mr Townsend Harris. Mrs Lanier.

Mr George Bell. Rev. Marcus Ames.
Mrs Bell. Mr zeorge Cummings.
Miss Bell. Mr George Kemp.
Dr J. Lawrence Lee. Mrs Kemp.

Miss Lee. MrS. A. Sawyer.
Mr J. Thorpe. Mrs Sawyer.

Mrs Thorpe. Mrs LKggleston.
Miss Barnes. Mr Eggleston.

Miss Dick. Mr C. L. Taylor.

Mr J. F. Page. Miss Woodbury.
Mrs Page. M. J. H. Godwin Jr.
Miss Page. Miss L. G. Metcalf.
Mr Anthony Lang. Mrs Robinson.

Mr J. F. Page Jr. M. A. H. Lowery.
Mr Thomas Page. Mr W. C. Fargo Jr.

Mr J. A. Robinson.
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Among the invited guests present, were Charles Upton
lisq., American Consul at Geneva, Dr Merle d’Aubigne,
M. Alexandre Lombard, with parts of their families, lord
Walter Campbell, M. J. H. Serment, M. Marc Decbrit,
M. James Odicr, M. Tronchin and others.

At the hour appointed, the company took their scats in
the spacious dining-room of the Hotel, which was tastefully
decorated with wreaths, banners, etc, after which M. George
D. Phelps of New-York, who had been selected to preside,
briefly introduced the proceedings as follows :

Remarks of Mir Phelps.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We arc assembled to celebrate our country’s ninetieth
national Birth day,— a day sacred in the memory of every
true American, and dear to the heart of every friend of
liberty — here and everywhere.

While we are in a measure strangers and in a strange
land, yet as the friends of liberty, we are all brethren, and
in good harmony in our patriotic sentiments.

And although most of us are far away from our dear
native land, we meet within the bounds, and under the flag
and protection of our elder sister Republic — the country
of William Tell and Zwingli, — of Calvin, Berthelier and a
host of kindred worthies; — and also in this famous city
of Geneva, whose streets have flowed with the precious blood
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of many Martyrs to the same Holy cause of civil and reli-
gious liberty for which our patriot fathers so freely bled
~and died. — Thus surrounded and inspired by kindred
assocjations, sympathising strangers and congenial spirits,
let us, with becoming thankgivings and rejoicings, comme-
morate the deeds, and hallow the memories of tl.0se, who,
under God, wrought out for us our blessed inheritance and
our National Glory.

But first, in conformity to the time honoured usage of
our patriot forefathers, let us invoke the favour of Him, who
is the author and bestower of our every blessing, — and
Who has ever been our country’s constant friend and great
benefactor.

The Rev. D* Ames of Massachussets, being called upon,
invoked the Divine blessing, when the company partook of
the good things, so bounteously provided by the worthy
proprietor of the Hotel; at the close of which entertain-
ment the President suggested that, as the company appea-
red to be quite satisfied with the physical comforts pro-
vided for the occasion, they would be now invited to the
intellectual feast prepared by the Committee of arrange-
ments. He then announced the regular toasts in order, as
follow :

First toast. — « The President of the United States, »
which after the President’s Grand March was responded to
by Charles Upton' Esq., United States’s consul in the city
of Geeneva. -



Nixy Upton’s Specch.

I came here somewhat iv the mood which Sterne des-
cribed himself to be in when the Franciscan asked him for
alms and he buttoned up his purse, predetermined not to
give him a single sou; so I had predetermined not to speak,
but I feel that it would be ungracious, and my silence might
be misconstrued, especially when called upon to respond to
the health of President Johnson.

IFor long years I belonged to a party opposed to Andrew
Johnson, a party which latterly became a cipher at the
South; but when the wretched rebellion was precipitated,
and men who loved their country forgot party, I found
myself at his side, and have been there ever since.

In the recent unhappy differences between the President
and the Congress I have been more nearly in accord with
him than with the Congress. But I will not dwell upon this
subject, only to ask of you fellow-citizens, who will soon
return to our common country and mingle in those discus-
sions which divide her citizens, to reinember the great
services of Mr Johnson in the past and to judge him kindly ;
remember how much the nation owes him, — how, from
the beginning, his name was a bulwark against which the
waves of secession dashed surlily and angrily; that he not
only preserved his own State, but that, throughout the
South, he was the shield and the shelter of the Union.

Allow me to pass from these topics, and, as your consul ,
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to welcome you to Gieneva — a city, as was happily and
gracefully said by the Chairman in his opening remarks,
where an anniversary of liberty Blay be most fitly celebra-
ted. The history of this city is full of interest for patriots.
Suffer me to call your attention to some parts of it and to
some things you will not find in the guide-bhooks.

The earliest government of Geneva was by a catholic
bishop, chosen by the people, and atterwards consecrated
at Rome. It happened in the course of time that the Pope
visited Geneva when the bishopric was vacant and he
appointed a bishop. The people not only acquiesced but
felicitated themselves that so great a magnate as the Pope
should interest himself in their aftairs, but the precedent
was fatal, for the bishops were thenceforth appointed from
among the House of Savoy whose Duke had long coveted
the sovereignty of Geneva, which was then in the midst of

their territorial possessions. The people struggled nobly
against this usurpation.

There is an old tower at the end of one of the bridges
here which cross the Rhone, a tower of the middle ages,
(which you may know by three clocks near the top of it,
giving the time at Berne, Geneva and Paris) in which there
is a mural tablet with an inscription to the memory of Phi-
libert Berthelier. Berthelier was the first martyr of liberty
here. The second was Levrier, who was a judge in the
bishop’s court and who denied an appeal from his court
to the Duke.

Both these heroes were beheaded, but not at the ordi-
nary place of exccution, for the Duke feared a rescue by
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the people. Levrier wrote upon the wall of his prison, after
he knew his sentence, these latin lines :

(had mie mors nocuit ? Virtus post fata virescit !

Nee cruce, nec seoi gladio perit illa tyranni,
(What harmed me death? Virtue then grows without decay !
Nor ¢ross, nor tyrant's sword can take her life away.)

The people never doubted their right to freedom after it
was scaled by the blood of these men, and after long years
of heroicsufferings, they oftained it, but not until with it they
took in the rcformed religion and thus rid themselves of
bishop as well as duke. Not long after, as you know, Cal-
vin came here, and his history is identified with that of
(1encva. I confess to have had great prejudices against this
ercat man until I investigated the history of his time and
labours. Most of the Genevese are still prejudiced against
him, but [ hope the time will come when they will do him
justice — at present there is no monument or statue here
to preserve his memory. But Moliére, to whom, living, the
I'rench Academy had refused an election, was honoured a
century after his death by their bringing his bust in their
midst with this inscription « Nothing was wanting to his
glory — he was wanting to ours. » The time will come,
[ think when the Genevese will do the like, justice to them-
sclves and to John Calvin. (Applause.)

T'he second regular toast was then announced :
« The United States of America and the Confederation
of Switzerland, the twin Republics of the Old and the
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New World, in whose organisation is so happily blended
the Linity of the Nation with the Liberty of the citizen. »

Music ¢ Hail Columbin and Ranz des Vaches. This was
responded to, by Parke (rodwin, lisq. editor of the New-
York Evening-Post,

NMr Godwin’s Speech.

M. President, and Grentlemen and Ladies.

The place, the time, the circumstances, so felicitously
hlended in your toast, arc all calculated to excite in the
rind the profoundest, thoughts, and to fill the heart with
the noblest emotions.

This is Geneva -—the little city of the Lake — from which,
more than any cther city of Isurope, have gone forth those
voices which have controlled the sublime marches of hu-
man thought. Thence emanated that grand principle of the
Divine Sovereignty, which is now the creed of the churches,
and of no churches more than our own. Here, by a sin-
cular aud yet not unnatural contrast, was first heard that
solitary, wild, plaintive cry, in behalf of the equality and
righ's of man, which, at the end of the last century, grew
into the lion’s roar : and is now the authoritative utterance
of the whole people.

Most fitly, M. President, have you coupled the name of
Switzerland with that of the United States, — twin repu-
blics of the old and new worlds, — the vanguard and rear-
auard of liberty, — alike devoted to the same bencficene
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mission of upholding frecdom among the nations, and alike
unconquerable in that devotion. Ah! of old has liberty dwelt
among these hills, robed in the verdure of their beautiful
valleys, — pure as the snow of their suminits,—immoveable
as the rocks at their base. Our distinguished and venerable
Bryant has said of the mountains that

« — they proclaim,
The everlasting creed of liberty,
That creed is written on the untrampled snow
Thundered by torrents, which no power can hold.
Save that of God, when he sends forth his cold, » —

Where then, so well as in Switzerland, the land of the
mountain and the torrent, as in this nation of political
unity and popular rights, as in this city of intellectual
activity and religious independence, where so well can we
Americans celebrate our natal day? This is our other home:
this is our second country : no walls of aristocratic seclu
sion frewn upon us when we approach these picturesque
and lovely cities : no insolent and angry waves roll back
upon us an nsular arrogance : no palace-guards, the em-
broidered and gilded minions of tyranny, bid us wait : but
we come to the Swiss as to our own : their hospitable
hands strike ours with a brother’s grasp : and, while around
us everywhere we see, the signs of man’s domination over
man, overbearing rule, — dynastic oppression, — fa-
mily arrogance, selfich caste,— in short, the few trampling
upon the many until the many grovel in mire and igno-
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rance, and poverty and squalor, — here the spirit and the
body, have cast their tetters oft, — here, as with us, is
recognised that truth of truths, — substance of all Chris-
tianity, all philosophy, all human hope, — that man was not
made for governments, — that he was not even made for
society, — but that all governments and all societics were
made for man. (Cheers.) In other words he is the end and they
the means : their supreme function : their sole and exclu-
sive reason for being : their only justification, is the good
which they minister to him : and when they have other
aims, when they are perverted to more partial or selfish uses,
they ceasc to be legitimate, rightful, useful : and they are:

curse and a nuisance to the carth. (Gheers.)

That, [ repeat, is at bottom the peculiarity ot the Anierican
and Swiss systems of political organisation : that 1s their
excellence : that is their glory. They make man himself, —
the individual as the universal man, — each one of us and
every one of us, — our development, our happiness, our
progress, — our mastery of the resources of nature and
of the facilities and blessings of the social state, — the
high, the final, the exclusive object of political and civil
organisation! Klsewhere we hear a wretched jargon about
the divine right of certain dynasties ; about the historic pre-
eminence of certain families, about the legitimate privi-
ledges of certain classes, their authority to control and
covern other classes: not only to control and govern, but to
own : to own all the property, to hold all the trusts, to direct
even the education of all minds, to say, what thoughts they
shall think,what truths they may believe ; and, most impious
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of all, they assume to dispense the means of Heaven's tree
and universal salvation. (Applause.) But here that silly entan-
tillage, that miserable sophism, that selfish and odious
assumption has passed away: and the Swiss, like the Ame-
rican, acknowledges but one absolute authority, the autho-
rity of (rod over his conscience and heart, and but one
absolute right, tne right of all men to an equal love and an
exact justice. (Cheers).

The Swiss has done some thing to evince his fidelity to
these frontal principles : and so has the American. Both have
sealed their faith in their blood. For long centuries here, the
struggle for freedom has gone on: and though it has been
less long with us it has not been less intense. If not our
entire history, the last ten years of it, have shown where
we stand. We have not shrunk from our priuciples. Though
a bitter, — a painful, nay a terrible cup was presented to
us, we drained it to the dregs. Five hundred thousands slain,
and a million of hearts made desolate, tell the world what
liberty is to us, what cstimate we set on union. Dearer
than lite, dearer than father or mother, dearer than sweet-
heart or wite, is that free, popular, constitutional existence,
which distinguishes us from others and makes us what we
are, (Cheers.) .

Thank God, that others are at last beginning to dis-
cover, not only the greatness ot our means out the grandeur
ot our end. liurope estimates more truly to day than ever
betore the measure and strength of that stupendous expe-
riment, experiment no longer, which we have undertaken
in the western world. It is beginning to see, in spite of the
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boasts of a factitious and pedantic Cwesarism, which has
no force whatever save that which it insidiously sucks from
the cgg of democracy, — that popular governmeut is not
only the most progressive, the most beneticent, the most
just, — the most beneficent and progressive because the
most just, — but that it is also, externally as well as
internally, the strongest government! No other government
could have coped with the dithculties that ours has over-
come, could have survived the perils that ours has sur-
mounted. No other government, atter the experience of the
late years, will willingly dash itself against the Republic,
as she sits, solitary and secure, but peaceful and mighty,
beyond the scas. (Applause.)

But, whatever Kurope may feel or think we Americans
can now apply with some little alteration to the whole
country, the beautitul enlogy, which Webster once contined
to the state of Massachusett. « She needs no encomium. there
she 1s ; behold her, and judge for yourself. The Past at
least is secure. There is her history, the world knows it
by heart.l'here is Concord and Lexington and Bunker-Hill. »
te whicih we add now, Chattanooga, Gettysburg, and the
Five-I‘orks, and there they will remain forever! The bones
of her sons, fallen in the last great struggle for the Union,
now lie mingled with the soil of every State and there they
will lie forever. Where political liberty raised its first voice,
where its youth was nurtured and sustained, there it still
lives, in the strength of its manhood and full of its original
spirit. DBut, should it be destined to mecet with reverses, —
should folly and r-adness threaten it, —— should party strife
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and blind ambition hawk at and tear it, — should faua-
ticism, under the guise of philanthropy, combine with the
banded tyrannics of the old world to overwhelm it,— it will
stretch forth its arms, with whatever vigor they may still
retain, over the friends who gather around it, — and it
will fall at last, if fall it must, amid the proudest monuments
of its own glorv and on the very spot of its origin!(Cheers.)

Third toast. — « The day we celebrate, — the cightj*—
ninth anniversary of American Independance; for ever dear
to the hearts, — for ever hallowed in the memories of all
lovers of national integrity and individual frecdom. »

Music : The Star spangled banner, This was responded to
by Rev. Dr Ames of Lancaster Mass, whose cloquent
speech, however, unfortunately, was not reported.

Fourth toast. — « Civil and Religious liberty, — the
purpose of Divine Providence towards all the nations. —
Fiternal honour to its martyrs, its defenders and its
advocates in every land. »

Music : dir Suisse des Montagnes (Buch.).

In announcing this toast the President said he was
quite sure he should give great pleasure to cvery Ame-
rican present, when he introduced, as its respondent, one
whose name was known and esteemed in all our country;
whose published works lay side by side of the Holy
Bible and Bunyon’s Drecam throughout the length and
breadth of our land — namely, Dr Merle d’ Aubigné of this
city of Geneva (Gheers),



Dr Mervie d’Aubigné’s Speech.

Mr President,

The toast you give me to propose, is on civil and reli-
gious liberty. I should wish, in order to do honour to it
to be able, in this, my native country, to speak my native
tongue, the tongue of my fathers, But I must speak En-
eglish. There is a contradiction, Sir, in your request; you
ask me to speak about liberty and you make me a slave.
When I speak Inglish, I am bound, I am in irons, I amn
a slave; nevertheless, I will endeavour, cven though en-
chained, to give expression to my thoughts.

Civil and religious hberty! Ladies and gentlemen, there
1s need, great need of it. With the exception of two or
three oases, the desert is everywhere. It is wanted in pa-
canism, it is wanted in Islamism, it is wanted in Christen-
dom, and it is even dcficient in some protestant countries.
But civil and religious liberty is the purpose of Divine
Providence towards all nations, and after the darkness
of the middle ages, began the great emancipations of hu-
manity. The will of God was the triumph of that great
cause; he raised up heroes, he crowned martyrs, and
according to his usual mode of action, the accomplishing
of yreat designs by small means, He made use of this little
republic, to be one of the chief instruments of His marvel-

lous plan.

We have had heroes and martyrs of liberty — and mar-
Z
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tyrs are more than heroes, for they give their life to the
cause they defend. At a distance of some few yards from
the place where we are now assembled, on the edge of this
majestic river which flows before our windows, at about
this season of the year, 1519, Philibert Berthelier who had
raised the people of this city against the encroachments of
the prince-bishop of Geneva, and of the Duke of Savoy,
was imprisoned in the tower of Casar : « Ask forgivencss,
said to him the ducal officers, and submit yoursclf to the
prince, else you will die. » Berthelier answered nothing,
but he rose and wrote on the wall of his prison : Non
moriar, sed vivam et narrabo opera Domani. The next day,
the Duke and the bishop put all their army under
arms; Berthelier was led to the narrow strip of land that
lies between the tower and the river, and there the execu-
tioner struck off his head. Sir, Berthelier’s name and glory,
still live, and after three hundred yecars, we honour him,
as one of the founders of modern liberty.

After him God raised up another hero. He was not a
soldier like Berthelier, but a lawyer. Levrier the first judge
of the town, when the Duke endeavoured to act as master,
rose up in the Council and said : « The Duke is here a vas-
sal and not a sovereign. » The learned judge was traitrous-
ly seized, coming out of the cathedral, tied to a horse,
carried to the castle of Bonne, at the feet of the Alps,
about six miles from this, a place you could almost see
from these windows, He was taken at midnight to the court
of the fortress: « By God’s grace, he said, I die for the
liberty of my country » and his head rolled in the castle’s
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yard. Honour to the defenders and martyrs of liberty!
(Chevrs.)

But this was not all: In the sixteenth century every-
thing appearad contrary to Liberty. It was the time of the
centralisation of power, the epoch of the triumph of abso-
lute authority in the State, in I'rance, in Spain, everywhere.
But just at the moment that absolute power raised its head
in the State, it received a terrible blow in the Church. At
the moment when kings were taking up the sceptre of des-
potisin, it was taken from the hands of the pope. An ad-
versary, o terrible adversary rose up against civil and
religious despotism; this adversary was the Dible. The
frecdom of examination of the Scriptures of God was pro-
claimed by the reformers, and at the time when autocratic
authority triumphed in the State by the means of such
princes as Francis I, and Philip II, it was defeated in the
(Church by the powertul voices of a Luther, a Zwingli, a
Calvin. This Sir, secured the final triumph of civil and
religious liberty in the whole world. Geneva was again by
the instrumentality of Calvin the centre of this movement.

You know the lines of the great poet of the last century —
Voltaire,

« Je ne docide pas entre Geneve et Rome. »

In other countries were all struggling during the XVItt
and XVIIth centuries against the popes, the Jesuits, the
inquisitors, and liberty triumphed. Civilisation was saved.
But this did not take place without producing its mar-
tyrs. In France, in Italy, in Spain, in the Netherlands
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and elsewhere, thousands of scaffolds were raised, torreiits
of blood were shed, but this blood of the martyrs was the
seed of F'aith and of Liberty. (Clheers.)

In these modern times new arms were wanted. The little
republic of the Old World was not enough; God raised up
the great republic of the New World, When our hands began
to hang down you came to our help, as a powerful reinforce-
ment. Citizens of the United States, what is the real cause of
the strength and of the prosperity of your county? Certainly
it isthe possession of civil andreligious liberty, —as the great
cause of the downfall of Spain, so powerful three centuries
ago, is the want of civil and religious liberty. But as you
~owe everything to her, so you owe yourselves entircly to
her : you have already done much for her. Washington has
been a great hero of Liberty and we honour him in the Old
World, as you do in the New. The soldiers of whom he
was the leader, and who fell in battle, were martyrs to
Liberty.... you have had such even to our days. Lincoln is
the great martyr to Liberty in the XIXth century. Tears
were shed over his fate in these lands, as in yours. Honour,
eternal honour to the defenders of Liberty in every land!...
(Cheers).

Citizens of the United States, we, citizens of (zeneva,
of Switzerland, rejoice to see you in our country, to receive
you in our city. We are thankful for the opportunity you
afford today to the small old republic of greeting the new
oreat one. Citizens of America, the citizens of Switzerland
shake hands with you. We rejoice and we thank God that
he has raised up your great people. We rejoice and we
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thank God that he has sent to you that zospel which malkes
free, that you have remained faithtul to the great cause of
independance that began in a day, which we now meet to
celebrate We rejoice and we thank God that you send out
to distant nations of the Earth the Bible and the missio-
narvies, who give liberty, true liberty to man. We rejoice
and we thank God for the abolition of slavery, for the
reestablishment of peace in your country, for the resolu-
tions of Christian men among you to consecrate their
strength to the glory of God and the liberty of mankind.
L.adies and gentlemen I propose to you a toast which [ amn
sure will be responded to with joy : Civil and religious
liherty in the whole world ! (Great applause.)

Fifth toast. — « The Iluropean friends of the American
Union, who in the darkest hours of its trial, were yet truc
to our cause. Their names will ever be held in grateful
remembrance by all true hearted Americans. »

In announcing this toast, the President rose and said
that among the distinguished friends.referred to in this
sentiment, may be named, in Switzerland, the count de
Gasparin, D* Merle d’Aubigné, M. Serment, M. Lombard,
and many others; in France there were Messrs. Laboulaye,
Pelletan, Laugel, and Cochin; and in England Messrs
Cobden, Bright, Foster, Goldwyn Smith, John Stuart Mill,
Sir Morton Peto — and tho’ last. not the least, the duke
of Argyle, whose youthful worthy son, lord Walter
Campbell, is now present, 2 welcome guest; among these,
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none had rendered us a more effective service, than the
author of the « Uprising of a great people » and it was
hoped that Count de Gasparin would be present to respond
to this toast, but he was away trom the city, as the company
would learn from a telegraphic despatch, which was then
read.

In his absence M. Phelps said he was happy to be per-
mitted to call upon M. Tronchin, Rédacteur en chef of the

« Nation » and also always a consistent advocate of our
cause.

NE. Mronchin’s Speech.

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Je vous demande pardon, d’abord, de venir prendre la
parole dans une langue qui n’est pas la votre, mais soyez
persuadés que, si l'idiome différe, les sentiments sont les
mémes et que mon ceeur bat 4 Punisson des votres en ce
jour mémorable,

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Comme les hommes, les nations ont entre elles des liens,
surtout quand clles sont, comme I’Amérique et la Suisse, liées
par des institutions semblables et devant toutes deux la vie
a la liberté.

Ah! Messieurs, quand il v a quelque quatre-~vingt-dix ans
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une sceur cadette nous naissait tout li-bas, de Pautre coté
de I'Atlantique, nos coeurs tressaillirent de joie.

Nous suivimes scs premiers pas dans la vie avec une
anxieuse sollicitude fratcrnelle.

Nous applandimes & chacun de ses pas de géant dans la
civilisation,et nous sommes heureux et fiers aujourd’hui de
pouvoir vous dire, & vous Américains :

Il n’y a pas un siecle que vous existez, et déjd vous étes
QL la téte de la civilisation.

I1 i’y a pas un siécle que vous existez, et dans ce court
laps de temps vous avez fait plug que les autres peuples
dont la vie compte quinze et vingt siécles.

Il v’y a pas cent ans que vous vivez, et votre puissance
est déjd si grande, que le vieux monde étonné redoute
non-seulement de vous attaquer chez vous, mais tremble &
la pensée que vous ne veniez sur ses rivages promaner votre
glorieux étendard ctoilé. (Cheers.)

Citoyens des Etats-Unis, pourquoi toutes ces merveilles ?

Comment se fait-il que n’ayant rien... vous ayez tout
créé?

Que n’étant rien. .. vous étes tout devenu?

Ah! Messieurs... c'est que vous étiez libres, c’est que
vous avez accuellli dans votre pays tous les peuples de la
terre et que tous, sitdt qu’ils ont touché votre sol béni, ils
sont devenus par le cceur les enfants de la patrie et que tous
leurs vocux et tous leurs efforts ont tendu vers un méme but:
le bonheur, la prospérité et la grandeur de leur mére
adoptive.



Maessicurs,

S1 1I0US 'avons pas pu, nous, serrés que nous ¢tions dans
un’ cercle de fer, devenir grands et puissants, nous avons
du moins gardé notre libertd, et si jamais cette liberté
venait & dtre en danger, ce n'est pas sur les peuples qui
nous cntourent que nous pourrions chercher un appui,
mais tous nos regards se tourneraient ct toutes nos mains
s¢ tendraient vers notre saur hien-aimmgée, ct a’elle seule
nous serions siirs d’avoir aide et protection. (Cheers).

Je viens donc, Mecssieurs, vous proposer un toast &
I'union intime des Iitats-Unis et de la Suisse, de ces deux
pays vivant par les mémes institutions, gloricux tous deux
d’exister par le méme principe et de porter haut et ferme
le superbe drapeau de la liberte.

Je bois, Messicurs, aux deux sceurs, I'Amérique ¢t la
suisse. (Cheers.)

Sizth toast. — « The memory of George Washington
who founded, and of Abraham Lincoln who preserved our
national existence. »

This toast was drunk standing and in silence.

Music : Marche funébre (Meyerbeer).

Seventh toast. — « The army and navy of the United
States and its citizen soldiery, whose deeds have passed
into the imperishable vecords of history, and need no
comment.

Music : Marche brillante (Jullien).
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In the absence of the gentleman who was expected to
respond, the Rev. D Ames of Massachussets, who had ser-
ved in our armies as volunteer chaplain, made a most
happy response ; which, on account of his immediate depar-
ture from the city, could not be reported.

Lighth toust. — « The women of the Republic at home
and abroad, in peace or in war, in trial or iu triumph, —
ever our wisest counsellors, our most generous and disin-
terested hielpmates and our sincerest and dearest friends. »

Music : Valse des étoiles (Verdr),

This sentiment was responded to by M. Alexandre Lom-
bard, banlker of Geneva.

NE. Lombhayd’s Speech.
Monsicur le Président, Mesdames et Messicurs,

C’est un grand honneur pour moi, et dont je me sens
peu digne, ¢tant peu habitué a la parole, de répondre au
toast gracieux que vous me priez e présenter aux dames.
Mais cette tiche me devient facile en obéissant i mes sym-
pathies pour cette noble et belle portion de votre population
américaine, dont j'ai eu le privilége dans ma déji longue car-
riere de connaitre bien des représentants distingués; en me
rappelant la glorieuse assistance que vos femmes et sceurs
ont rendue Gans les hopitaux et sur le champ de bataille
de Gettysburg (pour n'en citer qu'un), avs malades et
aux blesses, noble mission qu’elles se sont données au nom



de leur Hauveur de consoler les affligés, et qui leur appar-
tient en premicre ligne. Dans vos libres institutions, cette
assistance est spontanée, et je constate comme un fait glo-
ricux et remarquable, que plus de 100 millions de dollars
ont Gté recucillis par des comités indépendants de PXitat
pour crécr ¢t entretenir ces deux auxiliaires si essentiels
aux armées ct dont Pabsence abat si rapidement leur
moral ; vous avez compris que, soutenir cfiicacement 'imne
¢t veiller au bien-¢tre physique des soldats, c’est le plus
sur moyen de faire de ccux-ci des combattants éner-
giques. (Applause.)

Votre demande m’est sympathique aussi parce qu’elle me
rappelle cet ouvrage sur la famille, cette production remar-
quable ¢t récente d’'un de vos plus chauds amis, le comte
de (zasparin, que je regrettc de nc pas rencontrer ici. Iit
comment parler de la famille sans y voir ces mceres, ces
cpouses, ces filles et seurs bien aimées qui font le charme
ct le bonheur de nos itérienrs?

Permettez maintenant qu’abordant des considérations
d'un ordre plus général, je vous exprime quelques pensées
rapidement jetées sur le papier avant cette réunion. L’im-
promptu qui caractorise votre féte fera excuser ce qu'elles
ont d’impartait dans la forme.

Oui, Mesdames et Messieurs, ce n’est pas un ami du
lendemain qui vous adresse la parole en ce moment et qui
se félicite d’avoir eu Phonncur d’étre convié & ce banquet
destiné & commémorer I'amiversaire de votre glorieuse in-
dépendance, mais ¢’'est bien un véritable et ancien ami de
vos libres institutions.
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Comme citoyen d’un Fitat libre, jo considére comme un
trés-grand bonheur de pouvoir fraterniser avee des citoyens
des Lutats libres constitués de Pantre cdté de IAtlantique.
Mais cc n'est pas le premier lien commun qui existe entre
nous. Des Genevois, aspirant & la méme liberté qui est votre
partage, et qui n'était pas comprise alors & Gencve comme
elle Pest anjourd’hui par tous les citoyens sans distinction,
allérent, vous le savez peut-ctre, vers la fin du siécle der-
nier, i la suite de nos orages politiques, chercher un abri
dans vos contr¢es. 11 suffit de prononcer ici le nom de New-
(xeneva sur les bords du lac Oswego, et celui d’un de vos
célebres iommes d’Litat, Albert Gallatin, pour rappeler les
faits auxquels je fais allusion.

Des lors, votre grande république a marché, clle est de-
venue un principe vivant et fécond qui s'impose d lat-
tention des peuples, et sur lequel je voudrais les voir, avec
le temps, modeler toutes leurs institutions. Mais, pour étre
solide, cette ccuvre devra dtre lente, car toutes les nations,
hélas! ne sont pas encore miwres pour imiter, sur ce ter-
rain, la race anglo-saxonne.

Grice a Dieu, Gendve, ma bien-aimée patrie, n'est pas &
s¢s débuts dans la voie de la liberté. ISlle aussi Pa conquise
et, maintes fols, comme vous, avec le sang de ses enfants.
Quelque petite qu’elle soit, elle a son nom dans Ihistoire
et vous ne dédaignerez pas mes paroles si je vous exprime
les sympathies de 'un des descendants des nombreux émigres
qui, — comme plus tard on en vit beaucoup en Amérique,
— vinrent au scizieme sicele chercher un refuge dans les
murs protecteurs de ma ville natale.
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Les institutions de Geneéve, vous le savez, ressemblent
beaucoup aux votres. Un pas pourtant lui reste o faire,
et cela dans le domaine religicux: la séparation de I'Eglisc
et de I'litat. Ce pas le ferons-nous un jour? Pour la
paix et pour la prospérité de ma patrie, j¢ veux l'espérer.
Vos peres de la précédente génération comprirent que
¢e complément manquait & lear liberté. Ils accomplirent
en rompant hardiment les liens qui v vissaient leurs Bglises
avec 'Btat. Ce fut le couronnement de 'weuvre commencée
par les pcélerins du May Flower. Ge pas consiaérable fut
béni de Dieu, Telle est ma profonde conviction.

Oui, Messicurs, toutes les libertés sont solidaires, et
cette victoire, remportée sur les préjugés du passe, a preé-
ludé & une autre victoire, immense et gloricuse, elle vous «
prépare, j'en suis persuade, celle qui vient de s’accomplir |
récemment, et 3 laquelle sera éternellement attaché le nom
de votre grand citoyen Lincoln. (Cheers.)

Je vous ai dit que je n’étals pas un ami du lendemain. lin
eftet, Messieurs, il y a vingt-cing ans, dans une brochure
olt J’exposals & mes compatriotes les ressources que votre
pays pouvait offrir au trop plein des capitaux, j'exprimais
des prévisions et des vues que la crise et les événements
qui vicnnent de se passer ont pleinement justifiées.

Si ces prévisions se sont réalisces, c’est & la puissance
morale inhérente sux Ktats libres du Nord que cela est
(it surtout, puissance duc & la force d’un principe vrai.
(Qu’cussent pu faire, en cffet, leurs canons pour la destruc-
tion du principe coupable de Pesclavage, sans appui de
cette force-1a?



24

C’est au développement de cette puissance morale, ¢’est
au jeu libre et pacifique de vos institutions, destinces peut-
¢tre o protéger d’autres cxilés encore, — si par malheur
un puissant adversaire, que je m'ai pas besoin de nommer,
venait & triompher un jour, — c’est en un mot & cette
prospérité que vous a acquise le respect des droits ini-
preseriptibles de la conscience humaine que je bois en ce
moment,

Mesdames et Messicurs je porte un toast & la prospérite
¢t & la grandeur pacifique de la libre Amérique, ct, en le
portant, je nc m’€loigne pas du sujet du toast qui m’a ¢té
confi¢, puisque ¢’est aux dames américaines qu’est dévolue
la grande mission d’¢lever et de soutenir dans des principes
chrétiens et, par cela méme, vraiment libéraux, les hommes
destinés & sauvegarder et & défendre vos nobles et fécondes
institutions, meres nourricieres de celles que je voudrais
voir fleurir en tous licux. (Cleers.)

The regular toasts having thus been disposed of, volun-
teers were called for, when the following letters and senti-
ments, reccived from absent friends were presented and
read by James L. Claghorne Igsq. of Philadelphia, the
efficient chairman of the Commitec of arrangements :

The first was from count de (zasparin as fellows.
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Count de Gasparin’s letter.
Monsieur,

Quoique jaie déj repondu par télégraphe & la dépéche
gque vous avez bien voulu n'envoyer, yéprouve le besoin
d’exprimer dircctement an Comité américain ma vive recon-
naissance.

J’aurais ¢ét¢ heureux de e trouver au milieu de vous i
I’HOtel de la Paix; en tout cas vous savez combien me
sont chéres les destinées de votre grand pays. Hitez-vous
d’achever P'ecuvre commencée, I'égalité des races, 'égalitd
des Fitats. Le jour ot votre Congrés proclamera en méme
temps le suffrage général et Vamnistic générale, je ne serai
pas le dernier & applaudir.

Je remercie encore une fois le Comité de Phomeur qu'’il
m’a fait et je vous prie de croire, Monsicur, a mes senti-
ments sincéres d’estime ¢t de dévouement.

DE (FASPARIN.

The second was from George Harrington, Ksq.
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NMr (zcorge EHarrington’s letter.

Berne, 2 July 1866.
My dear Sir,

I cannot refrain from acimowle(lging more fully than in
my telegraphic response, the receipé of your kind invitation
to myself and family to participate in the proposed reunion
of Americans now at (seneva, to take place on the coming
4tb of July.

[ beg you to present to the Committee my sincere
thanks for their kind remembrance of me and to assure
them that T should have been proud to join them, had my
previous engagements permitted.

[t will be remembered by all of you that in the earlier
days of the Republic it was recommended that each recur-
ring anniversary of that day on which the people of the
United States declared themselves free and independent,
should for all time thereafter, be ushered in by « the
« ringing of bells and the firing of cannon, and that there
« should be bonfires and illuminations » and other eviden-
ces of public rejoicing; and those rejoicings have becn
continued for ninety years, because that people, our people,
and I may add, our people only—have felt themselves per-
fectly free and independent : free to act, free to speak, free

to worship God in the manner that each for himself might
select.
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The free and unrestrained exercise of these individual
privileges produces its effect upon the individual man. Kach
man becomes a power; {and woman, (od bless her, is ~ the
power behind the throne, stonger than the throne itself »)
and it was the action of this power unified and ageregated
that recently so astomshed Isurope; nor have they yet com-
prehended the secret of its existence nor of its cause and
origin.

Were | with you, [ should ask the privilege, on this
the 90t birth-day of our country, to extend to all present,
whether of the North or of the South, whether of the
Fast or of the West, the right hand of fellowship. 1 should
further ask that we forget in this celebration of our coun-
try’s natal day whatever of differences may have here-
tofore existed, substituting therefore harmony, good will
and loyalty, by which we may iusure peace and prosperity
over the whole of our broad country, from the Lakes to
the Gulf, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

Your celebration may be the more enjoyable, being held
within the boundaries of the republic of the old world,—in
the midst of a pcople who, with their government, are
naturally and earnestly linked to us in bgnds of sympathy.

If you will permit me, 1 will propose as a sentiment :

« The Republics of the Old World and the New : Swit-
« serland and the United States. The simplicity is n the

covernments, the majesty in the people, »
I am very truly your obedient scrvant,

GEO. HARRINGTON.
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M. Serment, advocate, and one of the most constant de-

fenders of the Freedom of America, being toasted by
M. Godwin, responded as follows.

VI. Serment’s Speech.,

Mosdames et Moessieunrs,

J'¢éprouve un vit regret, pour ne pas dire une sorte de
honte, de ne pouvoir w'exprimer dans la langue qui vous
est familicre. Nous disons en frangais « apprendre par
cenr, » S1 1o facihité avee laquelle on parvient & posséder
une langue é&tait en radson directe de Paftection que Pon
¢prouve pour le pays olt elle est parlée, je devrais savoir
I’anglais, ou plutot le yanhee micux que personne. Si jamais
Jai regretté de n'avoir aucune aptitwle linguistique, ¢’est
certainement anjourd’hui. Mais, de toute nation et en toute
langue, on peut se joindre & la féte que vous célébrez, Lan-
niversaire du jour ot vos peres ont fondé 'indépendance de
votre patrie est un anniversaire glorieux et béni, non-seu-
lement pour  Amérique, mais pour le monde cntier et sur-
tout pour la Suissec. Nous sonines heurcux de nous sentir
a cette occassion en parfaite harmonie de pensces, de sen-
timents et d'enthousiasme avee vous, nos chers compa-
triotes.. Vous nous permettez, n'est-ce pas, de vous ap-
peler concitoyens, fellow citizen and countrymen? (Oui!
out !

J'ai entendu dire quelquetois que les Btats-Unis n’ont

¢
t}
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point histoire. J’ai entendu aussi que cela n’est point
en la défaveur de cette nation, Phistoire n'¢tant que le
récit des miscres et des crimes de Phumanité et des ca-
tastrophes qui en sont la conséquence. Je ne partage ni
'une ni 'autre de ces opinions, Si les annales des peuples
sont remplies de souvenirs parfois tristes, parfois honteux,
on y voit briller, & cOt¢ d’ombres profondes, de vives lu-
midres; on y rencontre de sublimes dévouements, des traits
de vertu qui révélent en humanité le sceau glorieux de
sa primitive nature; on y contemple avec joie les luttes
héroiques des dmes pures pour la cause du droit et de la
vérité, Quand une histoire d’un sidcle seulement présente
deux événements tels que la conquéte de Pindépendance et
I’abolition de I'esclavage, deux noms tels que ceux de Wa-
shington et de Lincoln, et des progrés en tous sens tels
que ceux que vous avez réalisés, on peut dire que cette
histoire vaut celle de vingt siécles de tant d’auntres nations
qui, trainant apres clles un passé néfaste, ne marchent vers
avenir qu'a titons ct d'un pas chancelant. Votre derniere
lutte pour 'honneur et Ie maintien de 1'Union, pour le
triomphe de la justice , pour le salut de la liberté, est
d'un exemple gloricux ct féccond pour tous les hommes: ii
suthirait & illustrer un peuple plus que tous les autres et i
fui assurer & tout jamais f'estime et la reconnaissance des
générations futures. (Cheers.) '

Je tiens & grand honneur ce que M. Godwin a dit de
moi. Oui, jai été 'un de ceux qui n’ont jamais douté, ni
de la grandeur de la cause pour laquelle vous avez versg
votre sang, ni de l'avenir de votre république. Lorsque, :
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la veille de la bataille de Gettysburg, on niait générale-
ment en Iurope la possibilité de votre délivrance; lorsque
le navire qui porte le pavillon dtoilé, hattu par la tempéte,
semblait faire cau de toutes parts, nous faimes plongés dans
Pangoisse, nais nous nc désespériames point, convaincus
que Celui qui vous avait miraculeusement protégdés et qui
commande & la mer et aux vents, conduirait lui-méme le
vaisseau dans le port. (Cheers.)

Aujourd’hui, c’est 'Ilurope qui est & son tour dans la four-
naise de la guerre. Nous ne savons & quels dangers la Suisse
peut &tre cxposée dans les circonstances présentes. Mais,
pour la sauvegarde de notre indépendance, nous comptons
sur la providence de Dicu, sans laquelle la conservation des
faibles & travers les dges serait inexplicable; nous comptons
sur nous-mémes, espérant qu’il nous sera donné de faire
notre devoir, quoi qu’il arrive; nous comptons enfinsur votre
amitié, fréres de P Amérique, sur votre amitié, d’autant plus
précieuse qu’elle est plus désintéressce. Si la république de
Guillaume-Tell n’existait pas, votre patrie n’en serait pas
moins grande et n’en accomplirait pas moins siirement sa
haute mission sur cette terre. Mais si les Etats-Unis venaient
a perdre de leur prestige et de leur influence, les petits
Etats libres de I’Europe ne seraient pas sans appréhensions
et sentiraient quil leur manque un appui. Or, votre pays
ne posséde pas seulement une puissance matérielle im-
posante, son autorité morale est plus grande encore.
Vous vous étes concilié le respect du monde entier, parce
que vous avez mis votre incomparable ¢énergie et vos im-
menses ressources au service du droit. Comme vous obser-
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vez serupuleusement les principes de la justice envery les
autres, vous ¢tes bien placés pour en réclamer aussi des
autres la stricte observation. Un mot de vous a sufhi pour
déterminer un puissant cmpire @ vetiver ses troupes du
Mexique et & laisser, ou plutot & rendre & cette répubhque
son droit inalicnable de se gouverner elle-méme. Un mot de
vous scrait, & l'occasion, d'une grande efficace pour la
protection du droit des petits en Iturope. De plus en plus,
¢t en tout pays, votre voix sera ¢coutée dans les conseils
de ceux qui sont les instruments de Dicu pour diriger les
nations. Iille sera éeoutée parce qu'elle dit et dira toujours :
alx ¢t bienveillance entre les hommes! Respect du droit!
Veérite, liberté, progres! (Cheers.)

QQue Dieu veuille continuer & protéger la république des
Iitats-Unis, et puisse Panniversaire de son indépendance
étre celébré chaque année en Suisse comme une féte com-
mune aux deux nations! C'est notre voen le plus ardent!
(Applause.)

Other complimentary toasts to individuals and the effi-
cient"Committee , who so successfully planned and darried
out this impromptu festival, were offered; atter which the
company retired, apparently well satistied with their reunion
and cnfertainment.

While these proceedings, were going on, within the
hotel, a vast multitude of citizens without, werc enter
tained by the discharge of artillery, fireworks and music.
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~ The following brief extracts from the two leading
reneva journals will indicate the impressions produced

upon the GGencvese guests present on the occasion.

From « Journal de Geneve. »

LI JUILLIT 1866 A GENEVE

La journée du 4 juillet marque une date importante dans 1’his-
toire de 'humanité. Il y a soixante-quatorze ans, & pareil jour,
que les Btats-Unis, en obtenant de I’ Angleterre la reconnaissance
solennclle de leur indépendance, posaient dans le monde un prin-
cipe qui est devenu depnis, malgré bien des éclipses, un des fon-
dements de la science politique moderne: le droit que posscdent
les peuples de se soustraire & une domination devenue odieuse,
pour vivre de leur vie propre, dans la plénitude de leur liberté.

Les Américains n’ont garde d’oublier ce glorieux anniversaire;
aussi mardi soir un splendide banquet réunissait-il a 'hotel de
ln Pfix les citoyens des Etats-Unis et un certain nombre de
“citoyens genevois, dont la présence dans cette féte achevait de

lui donner son caractére républicain. ]

La cordialité avec laquelle ils y avaient ét¢ invités, 'accucil
sympathique qui leur a été fait, les discours qu’iis ont entendus,
tout a concouru & prouver qu’il existe entre les deux républiques
une vraic et sinccre fraternité. Dans cette réunion toute privée,
la tache de représenter Gencéve était échue a quelques écrivains
de la presse et & d’autres personnes connues par leur attache-
ment & la cause américaine. Dans les discours que I'on a bien
voulu leur demander, 1ls se sont efforcés d’exprimer les senti-
ments de profonde sympathie qui unissent le peuple genevois a
ses fréres des Etats-Unis, intérét qu’il prend aux destinées

3
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d’une nation s de la ndtre, sinon par la race. du moing par
les tendances, les principes et les institutions, 1ls ont applaudi
au retour de la paix qui succdde aux tempdtes de la guerre civile,
tempdtes fécondes d’ailleurs, puisqu’elles ont emporté avee elles
Pesclavage, e seul nunge qui vint assombrir le ciel ot flottait 1o
pavillon Ctoilg.

Les discours prononees par M. Upton, le consul américain, ot
par M. Godwin, redactewr «'un des principaux journaux de
New-York, ont montréd que les hommes ot les faits importants
de notre histoire nationale sont loin ('étre dtrangers & nos amis
qui habitent sur Pautre rive de P Atlantique. Les noms de Cal-
vin et de Philibert Berthelior, auxquels MM. Upton et Godwin,
ot apres cux notre compatriote M. Merle d’Aubigné, ont fait de
fréquentes allusions, jouissent en Amérique d’une popularité
presque aussi grande que chez nous. Glest un fait que nous
constatons avee plaisiv, paree que Funion entre deux peaples
n’est jamais plus intine et plus forte que lorsquelle se fonde sur
une connaissance exacte de lear passé et de lears teaditions na-
tionales.

Ajoutons que cette sympathie ne s’arrcte pas au XVEre sicele,
mais qu’elle s’étend encore a nos tllustrations contemporaines,
celles, en particulier, qui ont donné des gages de dévolument i
lu cause des Ltats-Unis.

U'n autre fait ¢galement significatif a ¢éte 'approbation sans
réserve par laquelle ont été accucillies toutes les allusions directes
ou indirectes qui ont pu étre faites a la libert¢ de conscience.
Ces hommes libres, dégagés, au point de vue religieux, de tout
lien envers I’Etat, n”en restent pas moins fidéles & leurs anciennes
croyances. L banquet s’est ouvert par une pricre prononcée
avee solennité, ccoutcée avee recucillement. On se sentait bien
réellement en Amérique, dans ce pays on la liberté civile n'a
été, en quelque sorte, que le développement et la conséquence
logique de la liberté religicuse.

Nous ne faisons point ici un compte rendu; nous nous bor-
nons & résumer les impressions que cette réunion nous a laissées.
Toutefois il nous est impossible de ne pas insister plus particu-
licrement sur le toast porte par M. Serment, aprés ceux de MM.
Merle d’Aubigné, Alfred Tronchin et Alexandre Lombard. M.
Serment, qui parlait comme président de I’ Association en faveur
des noirs affranchis. a pass¢ rapidement en revue les eent an-
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nées de Mhistoive amdrieaine en i comparant aux périodes de
lutte ot de dévouement de notre vieille histoire. Entre des per-
sonnalités comme celles de Washington ou d’Abrahiam Lincoln
ot les grandes figures historiques qui ont joud leur role dans Ja
conquéte de nos libertds, il existe une parente gloricuse pour
tous que Porateur est heureux de pouvoir reconnaitre,

Nous ne terminerons pas cet artiele sans accorder i admirable
ordomuncee de eette fote Ia part &’ cloges qudelle mérite, et sans
fCliciter le président, M. Phelps. pour Famabilité et 1a parfaite
courtoisic dont il a fait preave en la divizeant. De nombreuses
dames, en fraiches toilettes, montratent. par leur proence que
dans une republique les manifestations du patriotisme ne sont
pas Papanage exclusif du sexe fort. La table était chargée de
corbeilles de fleurs, de lis surtout, au milien desquelles flottait
le dvapean ctoile des [itats-Unis. Une excellente musique, qui
nous a tait entendre quelques-uns de nos airs nationaux, ajoutait
un charme de plus & cette réunjon qui laissera i tous ceux quu
ont cu la bome fortune d'v assister les plas vifs et les plus du-
riables sonvenivs,

From « L Nation Suisge.»

Il est, dans la vie des peuples, des ¢vénements d’une impor-
tance telle que la date en reste gravée dans tous les ceeurs.

Le 4 juillet est pour les Américaing Panniversaire de leur in-
dépendance, et leur patriotisme leur fait un devoir de célébrer
solennellement, partout ot ils se trouvent, cette date s1 henreuse
pour eux, et, disons-le, si heureuse pour le monde entier.

Cette annde, les nombreux Américains présents & Geneve ont
dignement, et maguifiquement célébre le 4 juillet. Ils ont féte
leur liberté dans un pays libre, au milicu d’un peuple non pas
Stranger & cux, mais aw ilieu de concitoyens; car sil’Amérique
ot T Suisse sont séparées par de grandes distanees. elles ne
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forment, par lears institutions et leurs liens, qu'un seul et méme
peuple.

sette belle téte a laissé dans le ceeur de tous ceux qui ont cu
l¢ bonheur d’y assister un sonvenir si profond, que je ne puis
resister au désiv d'en donner un compte-rend.

Le comité qui s’était constitué pour organiser la féte avait
décidé qu’un grand banquet serait donné & cette occasion, et le
(rrand Hotel de la Paix avait 6té choisi & cet cifet.

Dés le mating, hotel avait ¢té pavoisé de drapeaux, et des
silves d’artillerie étaient tirées d’un bateauw ancré devant le quai
du Mont-Blanc.

Le comiteé, avee une gracicuseté toute amdéricaine, avait en-
voyé des invitations & un grand nombre de Genevois, ainsi qu'a
fa presse.

A sept heures, tous les invités se trouvant réunis, on passa
dans la salle du banquet.

Nous ne saurions, & cette occasion, trop louer les organisateurs
de cette féte, ainsi que M. Kohler, propriétaive du Grand 1lotel
de le Paiz, pour le golQtt et la magnificence déploycs a cette
0CCAs10N.

Des trophces de drapcaux américains et suisses entrelaces
ornaicnt la salle ¢t flottaient au-dessus de groupes de Heurs ar-
tistement arrangés. Prés de 80 convives privent place a la table
merveilleusement servie. De nombreuses dames en ¢blouissantes
toilettes venaient & propos rompre la monotonie des habits noirs
ct des cravates blanches des messieurs.,

Ce fait de dames et de jeunes filles venant prendre une large
part & cette téte patriotique et I’'embellir par leur présence, nous
prouve que PAmérique est bien véritablement un pays modcle;
que non-seulement Phomme y est quelque chose, mais que la
femnie aussi sait prendre une grande part dans leur vie publique.

On m’a montré parmi ces dames plusicurs jeunes femmes qui,
dans la dernicre guerre, avaient quitté tout le confort ct I'opu-
lence d’une vie pour ainsi dire aristocratique, s’étaient faites
sccurs de charité et avaient, avec une abnégation, unc bonté et
une sollicitude au-dessus de tout ¢loge, soigné, soit sur les
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champs de bataille, soit dans les hopitaux, les soldats blesscs of
malades.

J'etais involontairement ¢mu en contemplant ces ravissantes
tétes Dlondes. Je me les representais an chevet des mourants,
les soignant de lewrs jolies mains blanches, ¢t les consolint par
leurs gracicux sourires, arrachant les uns a la mort, ot rendant
cette mort plus douce o ceux qu’hdéias! elles ne pouvaient sauver,
(7est bien la la mission de la femme libre sur cette terre, et cela
nous montre ce que la liberté o tait en ¢levant le caur et les
sentiments des femmes américaines.

why
+H

%k

Nous ne pouvons terminer ce compte-rendu sans remereier
sincerement MM. Phelps, Godey, de Philadelphie; J.-A.-C. Gray,
de New-York; J.-I*. Kinney, de New-dersey; James Claghorn,
membres du comité. Ils peuvent étre persuadés que cette fete
restera a tout jamais gravée dans le ceeur de ceux qui ont cu le
bonheur 'y assister, ainsi que dans le souvenir de la population
senevoise, qui s’y cst, nous cn sommes garant, complétement
associCe. | |

Quand j’ai dit que tout concourait & rendre cette solennité
brillante, je ne me trompais pas; le Mont-Blanc lui-méme, cou-
vert une partie de la journce, s'était dans la soirée débarrassé
de son manteau de nuages, et on 'apercevait des fenétres de la
salle du banquet, majestueux, présidant & cette féte, a laquelle
il semblait aussi vouloir prendre part.
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