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WHILE many nations meet to cclebrate their
anniverfaries, which ferve to perpetuate the deeds
of fome conqueror or chief; we claim the pre-
eminent privilege of celebrating this day, becaufe
it was the birth-day, of a Nation, But how
unlike the golden days which are paft, and re-
main only in melanch‘olly remembrance! How
cheerful and how clated have been all clafles in
community on this anniverfary! .- So fplendid
and great was the event which happened on this
day, that to be filent, and not partake of the
ufual feftivities of the fourth of July, was confid-
ercd little lefs than a crime.

So often has the ftory been told, of the battles,
the blood and treafure, which fealed the liberties
of this country, that I thall not attempt to recount
them. They are well kaown to many of this

-

dience, and well detailed in hiftory,

Irom thofe days which invited gaicty and
cheerfuinefs in every face, and fpread joy and
plenty through the land, we turn to melancholly
and national diftrefs!  Why do we behold a gen-
cral gleom throughout ocur country?  Why do
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we not witnefs thofe teftimoniuls  f joy, which
were {o ufual and frequent for our Nation’s prof-
perity? Isit becaufe, that At we are fatiated with
good things, and haveﬁ' longel any relith for
the pure joys of Freemen? Is it becaufe, that “our
flrcks and Liecds have been cut off,” Qr that the
« earth has refufed to yield her increafe?” No,

felluw-citizers, thefe have not caufed this

genem; ~loom and ditirefs. | |

Let us advert to the g g,oldf'n days of America,
when our Prefident was WaAsuiNGTON; and
take a fhort view of his policy, and contraft that
with the policy of later times; and the caufes of

the fore and diftrefling evils, under which we
labor, will be fufficiently apparent.

At the adoption of the Conftitution of the Gen-
eral Government, our Nation was poor, and in-
voived in debt; without fyftem, without hinance.
We had only good habits, and an accurate dif-
cernment, which feleGted the beft men to office,
But by the policy of WasuIiNcTON, and Lis
companions in counfel, Government was organ-
1zed, and a ﬁnanrial fyftem formed, 'Which"en-a
riched our treafury, and by degrees oald off tnﬁ_
public debt, 1c{’cmed confidence at home, and ™
commanded refpect abroad, Treaties were made,
which proteCted our commerce, enrichca cur
merchants, and rewarded the enterprize of ull
clafles of citizens, The principle was thea. Do
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Justice to other nations, before )':m yoguire el ilerr
bands; and in time of peace, malke preparaitius for
the contingences of war,

At the commencement of the French revolu-

tion, while fo many of our citizens were attached

to her caufe and intereft, and poflc{ling firong
antipathies toward Great-Britain from the collii-
ions of the late war, our Chief dared confult the
true interefts of his country. Amid difiicul-
ties, more complicated and weighty than have oc-
curred at any fubfequent period, by the obscrv-
ance of a ftri& neutrality with the beliigerent na-
tions, he condué@ed our political fhip in fafety:
He quelled infurre&ion at home,T which was
ftirred up aindi)rbmoted by fome, who are now,
under a new order of things, rewarded and paid
for treafon andlebelhon, by the moflt lucrative
and honorable olfizes which are in the power of
the Executive to beftow.

The offices in the different deparrmevﬁ of Gov-
erement were JUdlClOUﬂy lele@ed, and the fidel-
ity with wh,.ch they performed their refpe@ive

GULCS remains yet withous parallel,  For twelve
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creafe of our naval eftablithment, there would
have been ample prote&tion for « free trale and
satlors rights.”  Our foreign relations were pro-
pitious in profpe&, and eligible indeed.

‘But tl.. remper of the people, convulfed by
artificiul cxcitements, could not be appeafed with-
out a change of rulers, and a change of mcafures.
Thefe changes have been effeted.

The third Prefident [Jefferfon] came to office
‘under the moft propitious circumbances He
found nn cverflowing treafury, and individual
wealth fpread through the country; he publicly de-
clared to the nation, that he found us * in the fudl
tide of succesifil cxperiment.”  He {oon began a
new order of things, He hurled from office all
within the reach of his power, the well-tried and
faithful fervants of the public, and put in their
places thofe who had, with mof virulent and un-
qualified abufe, oppofed the twelve years admin-
iftration of his predeceflors. Our naval eftab-
lithment was wholly negle@ted. A commercial
treaty, which in its opcration enriched the

country, and in no particular derg ed from our
national honor and independence, expired. Great
Britain offered a renewal of it, and this offer was
rejected with difdain,  Another treaty was made
in 1806, with that nation, highly advantageous
and honorable to this country; and this treaty Mr,

¥ Fay's treaty, socalled, § By Munroe end Pinkney.
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Jefferfon refufed to lay before the Senate for their
ratification,

Our foreign relations were foon clothed in myf-
tery. Bitter complaints were uttered againft one
belligerent, and an almoft fullen filence oblerved
toward the other, without recommending meaf-
ures to repel agereflion, or fecure the country
from danger. Under o pretence of&mtc&ing
our richts upon the occan, theirou h%l cf death
was laid upon our commerce, to the ruin of our
merchants, and the diftrefs of all clafles of men
in community: and of the fame clafs and natuic
were the non-intercourfe and non-importation
laws. The diftrefles brought upon cur own na-
tion by thefe crue! meafures, were ten-fold greater
than they inHli&ed upon the nation againft which
they were i:.tended to operate.  But to doubt of
the utility of thele mzafures was a crime, and to
exprefs this doubt was a {in never to be pardoned.
He was a tory and traitor indeed, who ccu!d
doubt of Exccutive infaliibility, For years, thefe
meafures claimgg as much veneration with a por-
tion of the people, as Fuggernaut among the felf-
devoted IHindoos.T-—On a fudden, they have
been abandoned, and their repeal has been equal-
ly confidered as a mighty effort of wifdom.

Millions have beeen lavifhed upon the ftruQure
of Gun Boats, as the moft efficient prote&tion of

T Ler a description of this idel, and the devotion paid ty i1,
sec Dr. Buchanan's Christian Researches in dyia,
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commarce, when in reality their obje& was cnly
to carry into effc& thefe odious meafures, and
drive a portion of vur citizens from their accuftom-
ed and lucrative occupations upon the ocean.

The wrongs done us by the belligerent powers
of Lurope, we will not palliate or deny. Their
decrees and edié&s have been a viclation of our
rights, and called for redrefs, But have not the
counfels of cur nation provoked their exiftence
aand continued feverity for years, by a cringing,
a thuffling condu&, wholly irreconcilable with the
duty of a declared neutral power? Who wili
deny, that great partiality, and abje fubmiflion,
have been manifefted toward one, while “mo}e
hilis have been magnified into mountains” to-
waid the other? Who will deny, that every ar-
tifice has been employed to excite the paflicns
againft Great Britain,while the outrages of Franze
have been pafled over in myfterious filence? Why
have the calls, for information concerning our
relations with France, been refufed in Congrefs,
while our Executive was lavithing thoufands upon
a poor wandering mifcreant,T to procure excite-
ments againft Great Britain? ' Who can reconcile |
the repeal of the decrees of France, with the
Prefident’s proclamation announcing the end.of
~their exiftence? Mr. Madifon declared to the
people, that thiey were repeaied in 1810; and

V Solin Hearr.
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Napoleon himfelf fays, that they continued td
1811, in a decree not made public till 1812;
and in addition to all this, our merchants can ver-
ify, that thefe JTame decrees were in praQical op-
¢ration during thefe periods! Who has ever
heard any ferious complaint fiom Mr. Madifon,
or his adherents, upon this bufinefs? Do you
think that fuch grofs deception in Great Britain
would have pafled off with fuch filent indifference?
—Look back to the time when commerce, at the
nod of the French minifter, was interdited be-
tween this country aud the ifland of Hayti,
whereby a lucrative branch of trade was loft to
the nation; when this ifland was by its inhabit-
ants declared free and independent, and at which
time France herfelf had not a fingle veflel in any
of its harbors, mor a foldier upon its land.—Why
did not the Prefident acknowledge Don Onis, a
micifter fent by the Provifionzl Government of
Spain to this country? Was it not for fear of
offending Napoleon, the ally of our Executive,
who had given Spain to his brother Jofeph, when
it {hould be conquered? Notice the remarkable
¥ coincidence of meafures, the complete concert ¢f
fyftem purfued by our Fxecutive and the Empe-
tor of France. In the mean timme we were told,;
that our meafures were intended to operate equal-
ly on both belligerente: yet Bonaparte, this “szper-

9
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eminent statesman,” * (as the now Vide-Prefident
of the United States ealled him) publicly approved
of them, and made a decree under pretence of
affifting us to carry them into effe@!~--My Friends,
- does this look like the policy of WasHINGTON?

In 1794, upon the fuggeftion of M, Jefferfon,
Mr. Madifon introduced refolutions into Congrefs,
propofing a law, the effeéts of which, in mifehief,
would have been barely outdone by the new or«
der of things, The fame predile&ion for France
was upon the face of them, The obje& of thefe
refolutions was defeated; and commerce was per-
mitted to vifit our fhores, and enrich the nation,
till her enemies had obtained more firength in the
public will. o |

The immortal AmEs predifted, with the pre-
cifion of a true prophet, the evils which have fo
grievoudly affli¢ted our country. He well knew
the antipathies and attachments of the men who
had ufurped public confidence. From avowed
principles, he calculated their effets, He warn-
ed his countrymen of the impending danger: but
his warning was not heeded. To do away the
force of his predictiens and reafonings, the preﬂl‘
es in the intereft of the Adminiftration held
“him up as a political traitor, and an cnemy to hig
country, till the public mind was prepared to dif-
jegard his writings, and condemn his principles,

#.5ce Gerry's Speech to the Massachusctts Legislature,
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without examination,  This has been the fate of

the labors of the belt menofthe ages  In old

time, this was the fute of Aristides, the celebrated

Athenian, who was banifhed his country for be-

ing called ¢ Zhe Fust.”’—Socrates was condeinned,
becaufe he taught a more rational Religion than
was believed by the common people. Thefe
were done in general affembly,  The people never
repent of the evils which they bring upon them-
felves, till they forely feel the diftrefles of their
‘own mifcondué and folly. The Athenians foon
recalled Aristides, when common dangers and
common calamities had rcftored their corrupted
reafon to a corred judgment. They {everely la-
mented the cruel death of Socrafes, and raifed to
him ftatues to perpetuate his namc and celebrate
his virtues.

The deftru&tion of commerce was not enough
under this new order of things, WAaAR has been
added, with all its horrors, and an enormous load
of taxes, to lengthén out the catalogue of evils,
under a pretence that the Britith have imprefled
our feamen, and inftigated the favage tribes to

vao&ilities upon our frontiers, and continued in
~ force her Orders in Council after the repeal of the
Decrees of France. 'The former charge has been
enormoufly exaggerated; and in fupport of the
two latter, no evidence has been adduced. 1If the
impreflment of feamen had been fo great as has
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been reprefented, we fhould naturally expe& that
thofe {eCtions of our country, which furnith our
fcamen, would be the firft to complain: but the
cale 13 far otherwife—The people of Kentucky,
Ohio, Teoneflce, and Vermont, who havenota
fingle inch of feaboard, and perhaps have not a
fingle vell! that ever fwam upon the ocean, “cry
havoc, and let {lip the dogs of war;” for ¢ our
seamen bave been impressed I"——Should the people
et Nuantucket, or Martha’s Vineyard, complain,
aud with to deluge our land in blood, and fay,
that itis becaufc the favages have committed out-
rages and murders upon our weftern frontiers,
while the inhabitants \on‘ thofefrontiersdeclare that
they have been in peace and fafety: which of
them would you believe? thofe who had every
opportunity to know whether thefe outrages had
been committed; or thefe moon- -ftruck Iflanders,
who knew nothing of the fubjec? If the fav-
ages had committed thefe outrages upon our de-
fencelefs inhabitants, chaftife them, without leap-
ing the gulf of European politics, and a Britifh
war.

More than two years have elapfed fince the‘
declaration of this inglorious conteft,  'What has
our land army done to humble Great Britain, and
what has it not done to difgrace the country?
But the finking honors of the Nation have been
horne up by our gailant navy, Though f{mall,
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its achievements will long continue the admirg
tion of the world, and the hoaft and pride of
America, But what are we to gain by this war?
W hen will the redoubtable Wilkinfon, and his
companions in arms, fcale the walls of Quebec?
Or when will the “hopelefs invalion of a wilder-
nefs country” be abandoned, and prote&ion
given to our defencelefs maritime frontier?! Thefe
are not to be accomplithed by the men of the
prefent day. By our fuffrages, we muft obtain
peace, if peace can honorably be obtained; and
removc from office thofe men, who are fo weak
in counfel, and contemptible in arms. The dif-
ciples of WasHINGTON muft be reftored to
power, before our country will be reftored to profs
perity. |

All claffes of men begin to deprecate the mea-
{fures of Adminiftration, and figh for a change of
rulers.  But {o deeply rooted is party prejudice,
~ and fo much higher do men eftimate their avow-
ed opinions upon public affairs than they do the
happinefs of the country, that a change of Ad-
miniftration is precarious. A portion of com-
munity had rather caft the blame upon thofe
who have for years manfully raifed their voices
againft rath and futile meafures, and warned
the people of the common danger. Contempt-
ible indeed muft be the energies of our army, if a
{rec and peaceable difcuflion of public meafures
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4y our fire-fides can paralize their efforts! Why
“have net our naval heroes, by the fame means,
been arrefted in their career of glory? Becaufe
they were men of henor, enriched by fcience,
and poffefled of a fpirit which was not excited
only by gay and rations!

The great events in Europe furnifh {ubje&s of
deep fpeculation to the politician, He who over-
turned thrones, “led kings captive, and bound
nobles with bands of iron,” “is humbled to the
duft.” Nations which have long groaned in ab-
je& fervitude, are now to be reftored to their an-

~ clent privileges of felf-government; and for a
time enjoy the comforts of peace. Shall we not
rejoice, and congratulate thefe nations on their
emancipation? Or fhall we mourn, that the del-
poiler of Europe is fhorn of his firengtht The
man of honorable and Chriftian feelings cannot
lament the annihilation of the power of Bonaparte.,
Yet a hollow murmur refounds through the coun-
try, and keen regret is felt, that his power is no
more. Some with that he had continued to help
us bring this difaltrous war to a clole, and for
a few vears difpenfe to us his favors, Moral
obligation undoubtedly enjoined upon Benaparte
the talk of finithing this war. But of what

" weight was moral obligation with him, who ad-
jufted all controverfies with the {word? Hiftory,
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within the whole compafs of her annals, doce’
not exhibit a monfter more cruel and remorfelefs.

‘That the downfall of Bonaparte may baffle the
{chemes of Adminiftration, we cannot deny, We
cannot fay that the unprofirable conteft, in which
we are engaged, will not be prolonged by it.—
But the friend of his country would afk, how
would the bufinefs be adjulted. with this fcourge
of man, after the power of Great-Britain thould
be crippled? From the avowed forrow of Ad-
miniftration, and its adherents, at this event,
much more is acknowledged than we dared even
to fulpect. We cannot but ftart with horror at
the precipice which we have efcaped. So imper-
feCly did thefe men underftand the charatter of
Bonaparte, that they fuppofed he would help us
deftroy the power of Great-Britain, and not re-
quire our own fubjugation as the price of his
favors. Look at Genoa, Switzerland, Holland,
and Venice, and there you will fee the price de-
manded for bir kinduess!  What nation ever
joined him, and profpered?  With tears of con-
trition for their political fing, thefe nations have
come forward and declared to the world their

own folly and Napoleon’s perfidy. What folly,
what madnefs, muft have chalved the deftinies of
q,

this once happy country to the fortunes of Lim,

who for years has dreached the ioil of Furope

f. R . » - f\’.r‘: L &) ~” -y
with blead, and clothed Fer inlabitants with
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{ackcloth! Has the Genius of our Forefatherd
departed, and left us the only fet of ftupid ad-
mirers of bafenefs and crime ? Forbid it, Heaven!
Our cup of bitternefs has been filled, and we have
drank of it to the very dregs.

What muft the friends of the Conftitution and
the interefts of our country do, when an organ-
jzed portion of the citizens, and a fet of adopted
outcafts, labor inceflantly to imprefs upon the
public mind a belief, that thofe, who fought out
battles, and {pent the ptime of life in the “tented
field,” to obtain our independence, and ftruggled
hard in council to frame and adopt our Conftitu-
ticn, are now ftriving, at the clofe of life, to de-
ftroy the labors of manhood? When a belief i$
adopted without reafon, no deductions of reafofs
¢an do 1t away.

That we may know who are pra@ically and
ftrongly attached to Republican principles, it may
be ufefui to examine and afcertain what are their
requifite ingredients. Think not that an inftru-
ment upon parchment can perpetuate our liberties.
'The moral babits and religious principles of the
Prorre muft fupport our Conftitution, Tem- *
perance, induftry, ¥obriety, and a portion of cor-
re&t information, are the props and pillars of a
Republican Government. He who has not thefe
requifites, let his profeflions be what they may,
1s pra&ically fapping the principles of our Confti-
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tution, Fow ftrange, then, that men, who in
praltice are at war with every principle which
{fupports a Republican Government, fhould have
the impudence to denounce, and load with re-
proaches, thofe who poflefs every qualification the
reverfe of their own? Their repubicantsm con-
fifts in a blind and obftinate attachment to the
powers that be, and an inveterate hatred to the
eftablithed laws and ufages of civilized nations.—
Can fucl wien be a blefling in their day?. Or
will they not fet an example, and enforce it by
- negative precept, which will caufe our land to
mourn by generations yet unborn ?

To check the growing evils of the day, the moft
that the difciples of WASHINGTON can do, is to
diffeminate corre¢t information among the People:
and it thould be their peculiar care to rc.ard the
rifing generation, and inftru& our Youth in the
principles of found Chriftian morality—raifc in
their minds a defire to know svhat is curious and
ufeful.  Let them learn the principles of Govern-
ment from fome elementary work, aud not from
the licenticus and corrupt prefles of the prefent
iday. In time, the moral @its of the Nation
will be improved ; and vice, though in high pla-
ces, will lofe a fhare of its adinirers. Novergive
up the right and the pradtice of free and manly
difcuflion of public meafures; ¢ for this is cflential
to liberty,” The man who correés one Lad habit

24
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among the people, does more toward the fup;
port of our Republican Government than he who
writes fcores of pamphlets, and delivers volumes
of leGtures, to keep party men in power. When
the public mind is corre®, the mnan in affice, who
would dare commit violence upon it, muft be
hardened indeed~—he muft have a prefumptuous
rafhnefs to enable him to meet the tribunal of
public opinion.

From the licentioufnefs of the prefs, much has
been loft, and much is to be dreaded.  Foreigners
come into this country, fmarting and bleeding
with the ftripes of merited juftice, exafperated
and mad at the infliGions of the law, fet up their
prefles, and control public opinion. They take
‘the lead in politics, and become our official or-
‘gans. They blazon forth the wrongs done us by
‘Great Britain, ftrangely magnified and diftorted
by the mirror of their own backs, What con-
tempt muft thefe beings fecretly harbor, for the
tafte, judgment, and flability, of the people of
the United States! Some of our native citizens
are fo ftrangely ambitious, that they are determin-
¢d not to be outdo&e in infamy. The vileft paf-
{fions in the human heart have been put in com-
motion, and a poifon infufed through the body
politic; and its deleterious effects have raifed, and
caufed to float on the furface, the moft putrid and
¢orrupted bedies: and this poifon has become a
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kind of ordeal, which all muft pafs to find the
way to office. % |
My Fatbers! £
You have been carried, amid innumerable diffi-
culties, through the fea and the wildernefs, and
hoped that you had gained a goodly heritage; you
kave caufe to felicitate yourfelves, that you have
enjoyed a meafure of profperity, which you
cannot pramife to your offspring. Yer let no
effort be left untried, to reftore foundnefs to the
public mind, Call around you your children,
unfold to them the facrifices, the price, for Nation-
al Independence—your labors in the field, and
the treafures expended——the great efforts made to
eftablith our excellent Conftitution—the great
bencfits refuiting from a wife adminiftration of it
—and our Nation’s lofs by‘a deviation from the
courfe marked out by our firft Prefident. If they
will not hear you, you will go tothe grave with
the felf-approbation of having performed your
duty, |
Young Men and Youth ! .
You have a gloomy profpe& before you, Yet
you are not left without how and the profpe& ot
doing good to your country.  You have the ‘hin-
ing examples of our Fathers to ftimulate you, and.”
divet vour courfe. Every thing .depends on
your exertions to reftore profperity to the coun-
iry, and prolong the Indcpendence of the Nation.
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m(‘u’n not to thole Abfaloms, who fit by. t].L' ,
way fide to ,,_‘f’o your hearts; but cultivate
the {ueial aud ¢ Bgittian virtues; vYenerate the ciyil
and’ religious inftitutions of the country: and
hearken to the colinfels of experience.  Soon you
will be called to a& publicly upon the theatre of
life; and it is for you to fay, whether you wiil
be Freemen, or slaves-—profperous and happy, or
poor and miferable. There is a truft committed

+ to you, whizh you hold in chargc for o*enemt‘iom

yet tnborn! Should you neg lect 'th,q».means of
edycation, ard ceafe to inquire into the nature and
fupports of the Conftitution, pofterity will chorge

you with a crime, the temembrance "of which,

time can never efface.  Cling to the Confiitution,

28 our political ark, and not forfake i, o long as

a veftige of it fhall remain in exiftcnce.
- The talents which are given us are not who]iy

our own: all are bound to contribute a propor-

" tionable fhare for the public good. By a careful

attention to the duties of life, and a confident
hope of fuccefs, our labors cannot fail .of their
obje. The Almighty Difpofer of events will
not fuffer his children “to labor in™vain, and
fpend their ftrength fot nought,” unlefs ¢ they.
forget his precepts, and difobey his commands.”~
Let us fay to the world, that future generations
fhall celebrate this day with an increafe of politi-
cal bleflings, and h d them down 1ill political
eftabl.thments {hall ®e no more: if they do not,

_we declare,, in the face of Heaven, the fault ﬂlall

. <not be ours,
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