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THE AUTHOR of this Sermon, finds himfelf brought under pe<
culiar obligations to the highly refpeétable Societies, at whofe requeft it is
publifhed ; by the repeated tokens of their approbation, beflowed in the
moft obliging manner, on his fecble endeavors to promote the caufe of
Liberty and Religion.

He tenders them, in return, his warmeft grat:tude and moft ﬁneere
refpe@: And under their patronage fubmits this imperfe& produ&lon of
his pen, to the view of a candid punlic.

CHARLESTON, Juiy g, 1802,
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Exopus. Chap. xiil. Verfe 3.

¢ Remember this Day, in avhich ye come cut from Egypt, out of
the House of Bondage s for by strength of Hand the Lord
brought you out from this place.”’

onslD) Gy

THE tife and fall of empires muft be ranked auio'ng the
great events of that Divine Providence which fuperintends the
ftate of our world. By common confent of mankind, thefe
events have been generally recorded ; and, either in the flile
of triumph or lamentation, make a diftinguifthed figure on the
page of hiftory. Involving, as they do, the general interefts
of fociety, and affeting the tendereit feelings of individuals,
it is not ftrange that they fhould become obje@s of particalar
attention. But there is a nobler reafon why the children of
wifdom, ard of God, fhould contemplate and regard them:
which is the difplay they afford of God’s power, wifdom and
goodnefs; or of his righteous judgment and wrath. In this
view they minifter important inftrutions to men; and are em-
inently ufeful, to imprefs their hearts in general, with the fear
of God; toproduce in theopprefled an humble hope inhis good-
nefs; and to excite the gratitude of thofe who have experi-
enced deliverance., Such contemplation, therefore, of the re-
B volutions




volutions of empire, "ia,.,n.o;: only, & rational and laudable em-
ployment; but an .in'te*cﬁl,ng'fand, important duty ; efpecially
 to thofe who are particularly concerned in fuch an event.

- The children of Ifrael -hgd groaned, for ages, under the
cruel opprefiion of Egyptian. tyrants ; but at length, by the
outftretched arm of Omnipotence, their deliverance had been
effe@ted. * God fhéwed his terrors in Egypt, and wonders in
the field of Zoan.”” Judgment followed judgment, in clofe
and awful fucceffion. , At laft, a commiffioned angel, charged
with the work of vengeance, hrandithed his fatal fword; at
the dark and filent hour of midnight, he pafled th:ough. all
the ctafts of Egypt ; and flew the firft born in every Egyptian -
family. Dying groans, and heart-rending lamentations, were
heard in all their habitations. ‘Ferror feized the hesetofore.
infatuated monarch, and his people.  The lfraelites were now,
rot only permitted to depart, as God had required; but hur-
ried and thruft out.. Under the guidance and protetion of
heaven, they then began their journey to the Promifcd Land,
By ihe hand of Mofes, they werc led through the Red Sea,
which miraculoufly opened a paffage for their efcape ; and
when they had gained the oppofite Arabian fhore, they beheld
the returning waves overwhelm Pharoah, and his purfuing ar-

my, in one mighty ruin. -~

. At this memorable epoch, tl\;‘e‘ ylf;aelitiih flate and polity
began. S ' .

- To imprefs them with a due fenfe of their obligations to in-
finite goodnefs; and to commemorate their deliverance, this
ranfomed people were commanded by Jehovah, to confecrate
the day on which it was effeted, as a facred feftival; to be
%kept by them and their fucceéding generations; until the de-
fign of heaven, for which they were fegarated from all other
nations, fhou!d have its regular accomplithment. The paif-
chal folemnity, which had been the me:n of their prefervation
from the fword of the defiroying angel, and which looked
forward to an important event 2ad meaning, which the gofpel
difpenfation fhould unfold, was, by divine appointment, to
be religioufly obferved on that day,

"On this fubje@ Mofes addrefles them, in the text to which
our attention is now direted : in which there is a folemn
' charge
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charpe given to remember their happy emancipation from
Egyptian bondage; and a cogent reafon urged to eaforce the
duty. They had been delivered from grievous oppreifion.
Their deliverance had been effected by the mighty hand of
God ; and it became their duty to keep the important event
in devout and grateful remembrance.

. ~ -4

Whatever {pecific difference may be noticed as exifting, be-
tween the origin of the Jewith theocracy, and the rife, inde-
pendence and etablithment of thefe United States ; yet it muft be
acknowledged thereis a ﬁ*’ng fimilarity : and if awehave not
received an express comman®rom heaven to remember the day
of our deliverance; yet, the analogy of holy-awrit unites with reafon
and gratitude to declare it a duty. By their united voice, we are
direfted to recollett the merciful in.erpofitions of the Deity in
our favour; and devoutly to acknowledge the obligations we

are brought under to hi- delivering and preferving goodnefs.

On this anniverfary of our independen:e, therefore, and
while addrefling an auditory compofed of {o many enlightened
citizens, ftatefmen, and patriot foldiers, who fhared largely
in the folicitudes, toi!s, fufferings and triumphs which at-
ten%he conteft for liberty, permit me to attempt fhewing :

1ft. That there is great reafon to believe, the American re-
volution was effeGted by the fpecial agency of God.

2dly. What daties and obligations are incumbent on our
citizens, in confequence of his kind interpofition.

A belief of God’s infinite wifdom, and univerfal dominion,
will exclude the idea, that any event can take place without
his permiffion : and therefore, it muft be admitted, that his
covnfel and providence are, in fome fenfe, concerned in
whatever exifts, or tranfpires, throvghout the creation. But
there is an infinite difference betwe=n his permitting an ev-nt
(for in this manner all evil comes into exiftence) and his pro-
ducing it, as his proper work, and the objeé&t of his approba-
tion. An important diftin&ion, alfo, is to be made between
his immediate a&, and his effeCting a purpofe by the interven-
tion of fecond caufes. This ufe of fecond caufes, and his ap-
probation of the event, are principally intended in the propa-

B 2 - fiton
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fition before us § yigm&'fo as to-exclude the idea of his more
imnediate interpofition; on fpecial occafionsy:

Were this point c(:’m,:r‘ov/’gfted,“i’t' would be eafy to prove it
in the ufual manger,tby the relation between caufe and ef-
- o3 cither in the afce %in&. o delcending feries ;. byt s

we are not engaged | é ,ﬂtmvgg‘:;{y‘.'_ ,a,ﬁ,ﬂ_ brgyity &ogﬁqg. flary,
- I thall not confine nip(elf'to fyftém 5 ) Apt t0
or even enumerate, all the arguments \Which might be ad-
vanced. ~Let it fuflice, to' feledt, a few "of the moft con-

vinéing, and ufeful, for the purpofey of devotion. .

Firk. The jultice of ourgaufk The principle 'of'riglit*.‘,} _

-taken both in'a moral and péliticky’ Rnfe, formsa ftrong are
: mﬁtggt in-our favour. God iﬁj»me&tromf -thofe wh% are
‘engged in the caufe of juitice ; and on this principle-America
- withftood the claims of the Britifh government. Had no re-
ference been made to general, abftraét principles ; they

| . might, as they did, contend for,thet impostant right of a free
- - people, which the Britith conBicution (ecured to them; the

“right of reje@ing every imternulllaw,* or fcheme of taxation,
wﬁ?&h had no;"obta_i,,ndd‘thfe_i;gown"apﬁbbation" and confent :
~orof reprefentatives whofe“interefts and feelings were inti-

matcly conneéted with their.own. Agsint this conftitutior 1

m 5 hor attdmpt to illuftrate,

',',‘fm" .

principle, the mongrch, and the ‘reprefentatives of a pafs uf

the empire, fet up the extraordinary claim, of ¢ a right to

* bipd e colonies, in all cafes whatfoever.” - And fo deter-.

sined were they to maintain this pretended right; that:no
" manly reafoning, no humble petition, nor candid, affeti-

onate remonftrance, could fhake :their purpofe. To enforce

‘it, formidable fleets and armies were levied, and fent into

the colonies, to compel our citizens, by fire and fword, to

an unconditional fubmiflion. Had they yielded to this un-
righteous demand, every principle of liberty every valuable
right, civil and religious, would have been placed in a ftate
of the moft abjeét proftration. But a due fenfe of their own
interefts, affe&tion for their pofterity, and a regard to the
caufe and honor of God, forbad compliance.

An appeal to heaven, by arins, was the laft refort. And
this was folemnly made, by a people fond of peace, unprepars
ed for war, and grieved that they were reduced to the dire

neceflity

* By internal law, is meant, fuch law as was intended to operate di-
reily on the internal Rate and interefls of the colonies,
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neceflity of either durrendaring:. their . deareft nghh; or of
meeting on the hoftile field, in b’ood y confli&, thofe for whom
their hearts were agcuftomed to feel the moft fond affetion.

o . A e e s Wh oo e
Another right eftablifhed in the Britifh conflitution, found.

ed on ‘moral principle, on which the. body of the nation had
a&ed* and in which they gl,ohe_dz' wis nw called into opera.

tion:"™ I'mean that, which declgres prote&ion and fubjection
reciprocal ; ahd which abfolves the .governed . from the latter,
when the form:r is not afforded by thofe who govern. Oo this

principle, when all proper expedients for reconciliation and

peace had been tried in vain; and when calamities, occafion-
" ed by the war, hdd rifen to an’ énormous height, the united

colonies threw off the Britifh yoke, and took 'their Ration
- among-dndependent Nations, - g T

Seéondly. Much may. be a!rgued from the manner in which ‘

our citizens entered on, and fupported the conteft,

Tt was, in-the firft inftance, with much {crupulofity, snd’
extreme relutance: their attachment to what was called,
«¢ the mother contry,” was mott fincere; their Joyalty, and

affection for the monarch, rofe even tv énthufisfrr’ Perbaps,

in no part of his dominions, were his fubjefts fo generally
devoted to his perfon, and the interéfts of hir c,own: id which,
confcience had its influence, as well as affeftion, The Ameri-
can$s were hot fo numerous, and powerful, as to become con<
fident in their fliength; nor were the power and refources of
Great Britain fuch as could be beheld by them with contempt,
They had not become fuch fublime philofophers as to difcern
that matter, exclufively, compofes'the univerfe, and that it is
governed by chance ; or that if there be aay Deity, there is alfo
a plurality, and that thefe are goddefles; who may be repre-
fented by proftitutes; they did fiot confider death asan eternal
fleep; nor chriftianity as an impofture ; with the myfteries of
the apotheofis of philofophers and heroes, except as an article
of antient prophane hiftory, they had no acquaintance. On
‘the contrary, the body of our people were chriftians ; believ~
ing in the eternal exiftence, tranfcendent perfeition, and
righteous, univerfal Providence of an infinite God. They
believed (I fpeak of them generally) that the facred fcrip-
tures contain a revelation from heaven; and that Jefus Chrift

B3 is
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is the Son of God, arfd the only Sakux of men : that man is an
‘accountable creature, deftined for a future, immortal exiftence ; s
whofe final fate is to ‘be fixed by the awful awards of a gene-
ral judgment ; at which God h:mfelf wil prefide. They had
felt the benign, amehoratmg influence of the chriftian doc-

~ trines ; which re&ify the heart, controul the paflions, and inf{pire

the foul with fenumenta of Juﬁxce, bcnevolence, generoﬁty,
‘_“"and peace. . o oy b

~ In thefe cn'cumﬁances, and with thefe lenuments, nothmg
-but ftrong and urgent: neceflity could induce them to attempt,
- oreven think of atiempting, to alter their fituation by force :
‘and however neceflary, for. their prefent happinefs, this
. might appear, from the threatening afpect of the meafures con-
‘certed agalnﬁ them; yet, their fenfe of moral obhgatmn, found- .
*:‘,’ed on the principles which have been ftated, forbad théir en-
- gaging in the undertaking ; unlefs they could clearly dif
‘uGern. thatit might be juftified in the fight of God. This
.led them to candid, confcientiens enquiries, the refult of
.,.whtch was, aconvi&ion, not only that it was guihﬁable, but
‘their duty.  Nor, were they alone in this {entiment: it was
common to the rightly informed friends of liberty in every
part of the globe; ¢ven in Britain the enfightened, virtuous
- part of the community, approved and applauded the mea-
.{ure ;-and confidered it as a mean of preferving to them-

felves, as wel! as to us, freedom from the domination of
~arbitrary power, 'Y

The nnmpt(&of oppofition bemg now confcientioufly fet-

- tled, they holdly rifked the event, in an humbie dependence on
,. the aid of heaven.

The congrefs, and other public bodies invefted with autho-
_xity; the govenors of the ftates; general Wathington, and
~other cominanders of armics, acknowledged publicly, the

neceflity of our feeking Divine aid, and in their ieveral
fpheres of authority, urged the performance of this duty.
T'he fentiment pervaded all ranks and characters; and prayers
for fuccefs were daily offered vp to God, by thoufands of re-
ligicus families and pious individuals, throughout the union,
as well as by the churches; both at the commencement, and
through the progrefs of the war. Days of folemn falting and

piayer
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prayer were frequently fet apart and obferved, by voluntary
aflociation, among different. denominations of chriftians : and
I hope, I may fay, in modefty and truth, that while our patriot
ftatefmen and foldiers, exerted and difplayed their abilities,
generofity, and heroifm, in defence of our country and liber-
ties, in‘a manner that has immortalized their names; the
-clergy though acting in an humbler.{fphere, did not render a
- lefs effential fervice to the national interefts ; by inculcating
thofe fentiments, fetting thofe examples, and taking that lead
" in religion, which infpired our citizens with zeal in the cauf:
of liberty ; formed their minds into a fuitable temper for re-
ceiving the Divine blefling, and rendered them, in the expec-
- ta.don of it, courageous to meet the dangers they had to
encounter. e

Need T here to mention the more than fumptuary regula-
‘tions and refolves, which were entered into, and intended to
difcountenance extravagant modes of living, idle diverfions
‘and vice ; and the frequent calls to repentance and reformation
from thofe who were invefted with authority ?

With fome this might have been the cant of machiavelian
olicy, ufed to work on the affeftions of the multitude : we
£now there are politicians ¢f this ftamp, than whom, I humbly
conceive, there are in a moral view, few more defpicable
charatters : but we have great reafon to believe, that, in ge-
neral, thefe dire@ions and refolves proceeded from a very dif-
ferent motive. Let us,

"Thirdly, confider the apparent interpofitions of Providence,
in favor of the revolution, Under this head we may notice,
with propriety, the time when the conteft began; in refpect
of the numbers, ftrength, and opulence of the colonies;
their general union, notwithftanding a diverfity in habirs and
interefts ; and their poflefling citizens, equal to the arduous
{ervices which were requifite for the council and the fi: Id.
In thefe we may difcover ftrong cvidences of a kind fuperin-
tending Providence. 'To which may be added. an apparent
control over our enemies, manifefted in the wreng meafurea
adopted by them, in fome inftances ; and the fruftration of their

beft concerted plans in others,

B4 Some
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Some of the difafters which befel ourfelves may be affigned
to the fame caufe ; though as mercifully intended to convince
us, when become too confident and fecure, where our true
ftrength lay: fuch were the difafters in Canada, and at the
Lakes ; the repulfe at Savannah ; the fall of Charlefton; and
the defeat of Gates, '

In our favor we joyfully recount the dete&tion of Arnold’s

confpiracy ; the defence of Sullivan’s Ifland ; the viftory at

- Saratoga, at Trenton, at Guilford (as it was in effe&,) and

the grand triumph at York-Town. Nor fhould the defeat of

Tarleton, and others of a fimilar nature, which were pro-

duced at critical moments, and followed with extraordinary
~cffedts, be forgotten. |

The friendly aid of the French monarch, and that of the
ftates general, though fpringing out of national rivalfhip,
and aregard to their own interefts ; were yet providentially
direfted in our favor, ~ |

"The prefervation of the life of general Wathington, in the
midft of dangers, and of other compatriots, and heroes of the
revolution, merits a place, and our devout acknowledgment
in this enumeration of Divine interpofitions. I proceed to
confider,

Fourthly. The happy termination of the war, and the
confequences which followed.

" 'The war was terminated in a manner truly glorious o
America. She had been fupported againit the gigantic efforts
of a powerful nation, wus completely delivered from her
oppreflive defigns, and from the calamities of the confhét
with her, in a much fhorter time than could have been reaion-
ably expected ; and this by means, that, in many inftances,
appeared to be quite inadequate to the end propofed. At this
period her citizens found themfelves in poffeflion of the impor-
tant objet for which they had contendes’ and of more thun
they had in view when the conteft began . liberty, peace, and
national independence; an independenceacknowledged by Bri-
tain herfelf.  Inthishappy event they recognized, not only the
' fruitof their toils ; but the anfwer of their prayers; and perceived
thay
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~that the more than royal bounty of heaven, had beftowed on
them in addition the choiceft of cther earthly bleflings. By be-
coming moze acquainted with its principles, and by fuffering in
its caufe, liberty was proportionably endcared to them. Itsin-
terefts among themfelves were, in many inftances, advanced,
and better regarded : efpecially where religion and the rights
~ of confcience were concerned. Better acquaintance, and mu-
tual fympathies had diffufed among them, far and wide, the
principles and fpirit of union and benevolence : and a due re-
gard to each others rights, as well 4s a fitm determination to
{upport their own, had attached them to a republican form of
government: as being moft coniiftent with the rational charac-
ter of man, and with the happinefs of an enlightened, free,
and virtuous people. - |

~ 'The formation of the federal conftitution, and its adoption
by the United States, muft be ranked among .ie principal
events which have manifefted the kindnefs of Divine Provi-
dence, and its fuperintendance over our country fince the war.
Here a barrier againft war and contentio:: among ourfelves, is
laid ; which nothing but the extreme of folly and madnefs wiil
ever remove. Here ample provifion is made for our being
free and happy at home, and refpeéted among other nations,

We have been fince highly favored with peace, while a
great part of the old world ha® been convulfed with war:
fcience, and the arts, agriculture and commerce have been,
and ftill are, in a flourithing flate,

God has alfo fmiled on the United States, by granting the
effufions of his {pirit and grace to his churches among us ; and
by extending the influence of vital religion. Perhaps there ne-
ver was a period, when the beiief of gofpel-truth, a juft attenti-
on to the moft important, eterral interefts of men, and to the
honor of God, were more general on this continent, than at
the prefent moment.

Fifthly. The laft argument I fhall at this time advance, is
taken from what appears to have been the original deftination
of this country, in the {cheme of Divine Providence. From
what has tranfpired and exifis, it feems reafonable to conclude,
that it was originally defigned as an afylam for religion and

Liberty ;

ot e e+ e o
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liberty; anda theatre, on which. the power and excellency
of both were to be exhibited. to the greateft advantage.

Its firft peopling from civilized nations, was generally by
thofe who fl=d from tyranny and perfecution. Its inhabitants
have been diftinguifthed for their adherence to religion and the
rights of man. The firf truly free government, in refpe& of
religion, .fince chriftianity began its progrefs, was tormed
here.* - The rapid increaf{e of population, and advancement
in civilization, its Temote fituation from the great powers of
the old world, with all the advantages it poflefles, of climate,
. {oil, and extent of territory ; and above ali, the excellent con-
fticution of its government, with the prevailing principles of
religion among its inhabitants, are favourable to te fenti-

‘giment. They encourage us to look forward, with pleafing
~ hope, to a day when America will be the praife of the
whole earth; and fhall participate, largely, in the fulfilment of
_thofe facred prophecies which have foretold. the glory of
Mefbah’s kingdom: when ¢ there fhall be abundance of peace;”
¢ when God fhall build the cities,”” and ¢¢ caufe them to be
fpread abroad ;> when ¢ righteoufnefs fhall dwell in the fruit-
ful field, and the wildernefs fhall rejoice and blofflom as
the rofe.” .

If this was the counfel of heaven refpe&ing our weftern
world, it is not firange that fo diftinguifhed a link, in the im-
portant chain of events, as the American revolution, fhould
come under the fpecial care and direction of unerring wif-
dom and infinite goodnefs. :

When this argument firft occurred, I feared fondnefs for my
country, without a juft regard to the reality of things, had
betrayed me into it; but on a ferious review, its evidence
appears almoft isrefiftible; and I fet it down, with confi-
dence, among the important principles of truth.

Uponthe whole, therefore, if God is the {upporter of juf-
tice ; if a confcientious people who fear, worthip him, and
feek his aid, are the proper objes of his paternal care; if a
remarkable controul over the minds and actions of individuals
and nations, dircting, or over ruling them for good, manifefts

his

% The ftate of Rhode Ifland.
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his interpofition; if .events favourable to righteoufnefs, te
the honor of God, and the happineis of man, and thefe of
extraordinary magnitude, are the proper effets of his
interpofing goodnefs; and, if his eternal counfels of loving
kindnefs and mercy muft have their completion, by means
worthy ‘of the author and the endee Then, furely, we may
fay : the American revolution was effeéted by the fpecial

agency of God. Let us therefore proceed to confider, under
the - :

Second propofition, The duties incumbent on our citizens,
in confequence of his gracious interpofitiod: Thefe are, gra-
titude to the great 'Author 6f our deliverance. A due atten-
tion to the means of fecuring, and improving the bleflings he
has conferred upon us: and future reliance on his providence

- and grace for-prefervation and happinefs.

So ﬁ’éhalh'tjé'lieen our deliverance, fo-excellent are the blef- |
fings conferred on this nation, that at every remembrance of
them, our hearts fhould glow with love and g atigude to their
~great Author ; and our lips fhould joyfully praife him.

Let us for a moment confider, what muft probably have
been our fituation, had America failed in her ftruggle for li-
- berty ; and had Britain triumphed. Our moft diftinguithed,
- ¥irtuous patriots, had then been loaded with infamy, confin- |

ed in dungeons, banifhed their country, or led ignominioufly
- to execution. Oppreflion, become infolent by viétory, would

have frowned in terror over the land. Armed hofts muft have
been employed to keep the conquered in fubj-&ion ; and be-
ing quartered on them, and fupported at th.ir expenfe;, our
citizens muft have groaned under the intolerabie burden.
Our property and lives, with the chaftity of our wives and
daughters, would have lainat the mercy of thefe petty, in-
fulting tyrants, The feeds of liberty being thus fimothered,

and our fpirit broken, we fhould have funk intoc a temper
correfpondent to our fituation.

- But, adored be the name of our God, we have not only .
efcaped th.efe evils, the very contemplation of which occutions -
the mind to ftart back with yorror; but were delivered, and
have been fince preferved fram the calamities of war; are ine

velled
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vefted with the choiceft privileges of.freedom, and blefled
with profpeés of the rifing glory of our country. Inftead
of the ftandard of war unfurled ; we fee the olive branch of
peace extended over our land. 'We hear no more the clangor
of arms : of the fhrill trampet and thundering cannon, mix-
ed with the expiring gggans of our fallen citizens ; -nor do we
- fee their garments rolled in blood, and their once peaceful
habitations reduced to fmoaking ruins by the fire of the enemy.
‘Thefe diftrefling founds, difmal fights, and all their attendant
“horrors, are removed far from us: “Let our gratitude and
thank{giving be in proportion to the benefits conferred.

Some have fuggefied, that in afcribing our fuccefs to the
Providence of God, we ran into enthufiafm ; and detpa& from
the merit of our ftatefmen and heroes. -An obje&ion fraught
‘with fo much abfurdity, pride, and impiety, does not deferve
to be anfwered ; nor can it have any force, ynlefs thqdottrine
of God’s Providence fhould be difproved 5 but who is the
madman that will attempt this? It can furely be no dif-
grace ; but. an high honour to our patriots, to fay; ¢ They
a&ed in the'caufe of God,” and that, ¢ He fmiled on their
endeavours,”  He gave them a fphere of a&ion, equal to all
their virtue and abilities ; but he referved his proper work to
himfelf. We may jultly venerate the virtues, and honor the
names of Wathington, Adams, Jefferfon, Franklin, Laurens,
Rutledge, Green, and other eminent chara&ers, who perfor-
.med an important part in bringing the revolution to ite
termination ; and of thofe brave men who loft their lives in
the caufe of liberty ; but the fupreme honour is due to God :
to withhold this, would be grofs impiety, and a daring affront
to the Great Sovereign of heaven and earth. ' |

The proper means for fecuring our liberties, and for im-
proving the bleflings conferred on us, come next under confi-
deration. On thi: fubje®, I humbly conceive, the firlt arti-
cle, in order and importance, which prefents itfelf to an en-
lightened mind, is a ftrict atiention to religion. This s, at
once, the moft fuitable expreflion of our gratitude to God;
and the beft mean of fecuring happinefs to ourfelves. 1 do
not meaa the eftablifhment of a national religion, by civil
authority ; this does not correfpand either with our principles

or feelings ; but a perfonal atteation and regard to the impor-
tant
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tant fubje& ; fuch as becomes a rational, immortal creature,

.

accountable for his altions, and under infinite obligations to

-his Creator.

It is the chief concern of man as an individeal; and can-
not be overlooked in a juft eftimation of the duties and inter-
efts of fociety : without virtue there can be no real happinefs,

either to individuals or the body politic ; and without religion

there can be no genuine, ftable virtue. Will that man be

kind, generous and faithfal to his ncighbour, who negleéts
and abufes his own parents and family? add can we fuppofe
ke will be faithful to his country, who is not faithful to his
God ? but, befides, true religion fo "enliglit'dm the underftand-

ing, fo reQifies and improves the heart, and infpires the foul
with fuch noble generous fentiments ; that the happy fubje@ts
of it are by its aid, eminently fitted for the moft exccllent

a&tions and purfaits.

And here I do not heftite to affertPthat if the religion of -

Jefus Chrift, is indégd, as'it profefles to be, a revelation from
God ; delivered thder the high fan&tion of his authority;
and fupported by evidences worthy of its Author, fufficiently

clear to fatisfy the ihind of ‘every candid, humble enquirer

we muft certainly incur great *guilt, 'and an awful condem-
nation by its reje&ion, of negle®. Bat furely we fhall

not incur that ge t, if we ferioufly contemplate the prin-

ciples, nature anc cendency oi the gofpel. How admirabl
is it adapted to the ftate and charaéter of man-—of man, whofe

confcience tells him, and whofe aQions prove, he has offended
his righteous, dread Creator! how clearly does it point out

the way to reconciliation and blifs, through the mericorious
obedience, complete atonement, and prevalent interceflion of

a Divine Mediator and Redeemer ; and by the fan&ifying in-

fluence of the Holy Spirit! How pure and comprehenfive is
its morality ; how powerfu! its motives; how joyful the hopes

it infpires ; and what a rich difplay does it afford of God’s
tranfcendent love and mercy !

We have feen what powerfal, effe&ive influence it had on
the American revolutior ; and that our faireft profpe&s of
national happinefs arife from the predi@ed accomplifhment of
its grand purpofes, O/ let us then, bind the goipel to our

hm“.

e ——p . et . . i
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hearts, and honor the Redeemer: And vm:le the great national
deliverance, wrought out for us, by his kind Proviaence, ema-
ploys our grateful recclieétion; let us advert with fuperior~
admiracion, gratitude and joy, to that more ftupendious att
of his Grace: 'The redemption of a ruined, guilty world,

from the power of fin, the tyranny of satan, and the demer-
ited wrath of God. .

Another confideration of great 1mportance clanms our at-
tention in this argument : nacional'fins, which 4se the fins of
individuals, become prevalent and general, bring down on
their authors, the terrible Judgments of God. Where are the
mighty empires'of the Eaft? the Aflyrian, the Babylonian!
" where the. Roman;, with all its power and magnificence? Long,
long fince have they been hurled from the {ummit of earthly
glory, into the depths of debafement and ruin! The Jewith
nation, though highly favored by heaven, yet; for their fins,
fuffered, repeatedly, the complicated diftrefles of war, famine, -
 peftilence and captivity® ‘and finally, have been difperfed over
- every quarter of the giobe lhe propcr*prevennve of thefe -
evils is religion. .

In addition to the comprehenﬁve, general dire&ion, on
the fubje of religion, there are fome moral, and polmcal
rules of condu&, whxch mierit partxcular att.enuon. ,

| Let the good of the whole be fteadily- kept in view ; and
- that generous love cherifhed, which embraces he interefts of
evexy ftate, or part of the union. |

~ Adhere firictly to the conftitution ; and let the important
prmcxples it contams, ,have their free and full operation.
Gusrd againft the prejudices and partialities which affett
foreign nations: or by which they may affet us: come not
under foreign influence ; but jmaintain good will for-all man-

kind.

- Have due refpe& for the perfons wio are conﬁltuuonally,
or legally, invefted with authority ; and do not by unreafou-
able jealoufies, ‘and clamours, obftru¢t the meafures they may
purfue for the general intereft, becaufe you do not fully ander-

ftand
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ftand them. Our puhﬁé officers are all refponfible; and the
conftitution, has made ample provifion for dete&mg and pun-
ithing abufes of power. |

Wrong Judgment is often formed ‘and cenfure freely be« .
fiowed on -meafures, when not fully' underftood ; which, if
we had a complete view of the fubjec, would meet our cor=
dial approbanon. i

. |

Prefident Jeﬁ’crfon has on this foue& put in his claim to
our candor : and he has an undoukted rigiit to demand it. At
the fame time, it'muft be acknowledged, .that his predeceffors
in office had an equal nght -and it 15 probable, had this rule -
been regularly obierved, much of our late unhappmefa, from
the {pmt of party, would have been avoxded ,

Let us not reﬁ fausﬁed thh the eﬁabhfhment of répab- .
licanifm alone, virtue. muft be added to make us truly refpect-
able and happy. The Repdblican form of government, though
the beft for an, enhghtened, virtuous people ; has, like all
other human inftitutions, its imperfe@ions. The influence
of demagogues, and the artifice, or fury of party, too often
miflead and convulfe ‘govcmments of this form; and fome-
times, ‘as in the cafe of the Roman, and more antient repub-
licks of Greece, overwhelm them in final ruin. To guard
againft thefe very pernicious evils fhould be our care : and in
the exercife of it, particular attention fhould be given to the
principles and conduét of thofe who are invefted with public
trufts by the votes of the people. The virtuous and wife,
alone, ihould bc chofen.

The man of ambnmn, and bad principles, whoin a mon-
archy would folicit royal favor with fawning adulation, will
not fail, among us, to court the people with ftrongeft profefli-
ons of his regard to liberty; and by a conformity in his
manners to_popular {entiments and prejudices. In apparent,
or rather pretended zeal for the people’s rights, he will fre-
quently take his ftand in oppofition to the meafures of gc-
vernment ; from which he fees the moft ready Way opening to
preferment and power. But furely, a man’s private condu’t
1s the beft comment on his prmc:ples, and ptoof of his dife
pofition. .

The
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~ The fpirit of party fhould be carefully avoided : when fof-
tered in a community, it is produétive of many evils, both
natural and moral. It fupprefles generous emotions of the
foul, and ftirs up the hateful paffions; weakens the hands of
the body politic; and tends ftrongly to its diflolution. It
opens a door to forelgn irifluence, or interference ; lays the
foundation for civil wars, and blood-fhed; and frequcntly
gives opportunity to an afpiring tyrant to:cize the reins of
government, and guide them with defpotic fway. A few
artful men, on either fide of a queftion, may, when this
{pirit is in operation, by mifreprefenting faéls, by ufing fophif-
ticated arguments, . by magnifying every little error of
human nature into.a great and defigned evil, by abufive epi-
thets and fallies of wit; and by continually {peaking and
writing in the “ile of controverfy, and on one fide of the
queftion only, keep thofe at v- riance; who might otherwife
be harmonioufly and happily united in bands of love. The
eople who become the prey of thefe arts, and confider their
ﬁbertlcs at ftake, will be fired with refentment againft thefe
fuppofed tyrants {o unfavorably reprefented ; but before they
are aware, will admit real tyrants, their prejudices and their
paflions, to the government of their breafts, Even enhghtcn«-
ed, good men, too often fuﬁer the impofition.

Let every juft principle be fupported ; let a rational jealou-
fy for liberty be maintained ; let knowledge be diffeminated,
in the moft extenfive manmner ; let free enquiry be made—But -
let all be donc in truth, candor, and the fpirit of benevolence.

Let the American orator and politician, the patriotic prin«
ter, and, may 1 not add, the minifter of the gofpel when at
any time be {peaks on the {ubjet of national interefts, each
confider himfelf as fuperior to the low arts, and abufive lan-
guage of party. But gbove all, lct the great legiflature of
the nation, its honorable executive and judiciary, confider
themfelves, as invefted with a dignity, and intrufted with
facred interefts which muft {uffer, when ever they even notice
this fubje, in any other manner than to prevent the evil, or
heal the wounds it has occafioncd.

«« When I confider” faid the great Patrick Henry ¢ the
bufinefs of an American legiflature, the magmtude of the ob-
jeéts,
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which prefent themfelves to my mind, is almoft too great for
admiflon; and I am pained to the heart to think we fhould
lofe the opportunity of fecuring to ourfelves the advantages
which providence {o kindly affords us: and, ftanding on fo
confpicuous a part of this earthly theatre, fhall we meanly
floop to the bufinefs of party, and rob the hangman of his
wages.”’# .

Should a prophet, or apoftle arife, infpired to declare to
us the counfel of God; thould an angel of light, from the
third heavens, defcend with a fpecial mefluge from the King
- Eternal, 1an induced to believe he would addrefs us in fuch
language as this: ¢ Ye people of America! God has
wrought out for you a great deliverance, and conferred on
you a profufion of fuper-excellent bleflings. Be unfeignedly
tnankful. Fear, love, and honor him. Embrace his gof-
pel, believe in his Son, obey his laws, and truft his grace.
Let humiliation for fins committed againit him be fincere,
and reformation univerfal. Live in love, peace, and union
with each other ; and, as much as poffible, with all mankind,
Labour to attain, as individuals, all that 1s amiable, and ex-
cellent, in perfonal charaéter ; to advance the charadler of
your country alfo, by making it the feat of fcience and wif-
dom, of true liberty, righteoufnefs and peace: and improve
all its privileges and bleflings with a juft regard to ycur ime
mortal interefts and final ftate : that you may rife from hence,

to the bright regions of unclouded day, and never ending
reft, beyond the fkios !’ ,‘

I only add, in the laft place, that our experiences of jeho-
vah’s delivering power, and heavenly bounty, furnith ftrong
arguments to encourage our trufting in him for the time to
come. This is an important reafon why we fhould remem-
~ ber, and honor the day of our deliverance. And if we are
v difpofed to fear, love gnd ferve him, O! how joyful is the
piofpeét before us: God reveals his gracious Name, and
encourages us to truft in him. While kings experience that
they cannot be faved by the multitude of an hoft; and the
counfels of the wife, confident in their wifdcm, become
foolithnefsem The everlafting arm of God (hall be our dee
fence ; his counfels fhall guide us; and we fhall be fafe un-
der the thadow of his wings.

The

% Ina letter to the author,
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" The hearts of men--the winds—the waves-=the world, are
qt his diretion and control. He has ten thoufand thunders
ready to dart on the heads of thofe enemies who moleft his
people; and legions of angels to employ for their defence.

Ler our nation truft in him for prefervation and happinefs !

let his faints truft in him for grace and falvation: and to his
adored Name, be everlatting praife. Amen.

HYMNS
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Composed for the Twenty-cixth Auniversary of Awerican
Indcpendence.
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HYMN 1. 1. M

OVEREIGN of all the worlds above 3
Thy glory, with uaclouded. rays,
Shines through the realms of light and love;
Infpiring angels with thy praife.

Thy power we own, thy grace adore s
‘Thou deign’ft to vifit man below |
And in affli&tion’s darkef} hour,
The humble fhall thy mercy know.

Thefe weftern ftates, at thy command,
Rofe from dependence and diftrefs ;
Profperity now crowns the land,
And millions join thy name to blefs.

Oppreflion thook his iron rod,
And flav’ry clank’u her galling chain
We {ought prote€tion fiom our God,
And be did freedom’s caufe maintain,

For ftatelmen wife, for ger’rals brave,
Forall the valiant, patriot hoft,

By whom thou did'ft our country fave,
Thy praife fhall found from coaft to coait.

Praife is thy due, eternal king!
We'll {peak the wonders of thy love ;
‘With grateful hearts our tribute bring,

and cmulate the hofts above,
” Ol




HY MN 8.

O! be thou flill our guardian God ;
Preferve thefe Statcs from ev'ry foe:

From party-rage, from fgenes of blood;
From fin, 'aud ev’ry caufe of wae.

Here may the great Redeemer reign,
Difplay his grace and faving pow'r !
Here liberty and truti maintain,
> Till empires fall, to nfe no more!

E ranfom’d people join,
To fing Jehovah’s praife !
While faithfulnefs and love divins,
Invite us near his face,

He fav’d us in the hour
Wh .+ huge affhiftion rofe ;
For us difplay’d d.liv’rirg pow'f,
And triumph’d J'er cur focs !

O! be his love your theme,
In high feraphic lays:
Render to him your love fupreme,
And fpeak aloud his praife ¢

HYMN IH. »r. 9.

W’E hail the glad day
When this empire rofet

Gud thunder’d from heav’n,

A d frewn’d ¢n our foes :
- Difmay feiz'd the armies
- Which ccmpals’d us round;
Our fears were all banifh'd ;

Our w.fhes werc crown’d ¢

The fterms of diftrefs
Thus hril’d by thy word,
A d bichirgs of peace,
From thee, mighty Lord! - O'erfpreading




HYMN S,

O'erfpreading the nation
Which thou did'ft redeem,
We fhout thy falvation,
And blefs thee fupreme,

By God's high decree,
Here freedom refides §
The Conscience 1s free,
And juftice prefides:
Religion is honor'd,
And Science prevails;
The Arts {pread their banners,
And Commerce her fails.

The Gofpel here fhines,
Diffufing abroad
The life-giving hope - -

Of mercy from God:
Here the Saviour is known,
His churches he cheers,
His {miles blefs the land, and

His glory appears.

The Nation how bleft
Thu$ favor'd by heav'n}
Be joy then exprefs'd
And gratitude giv'n:
But moft for redemption
Through Jefus’s blood,
High praife we would render,
And love to our God.

GLORIA PATRL

TO Father and Son
And Spirit of Grace,
The great Three-in-One,

Be glory and praife!
Unite all ve nations |

. The notes to prolong;
Ye c% of bleft argels !
the fong,
RS\- ¢ fong




