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- LEXINGTON, A. D. 1814, Y
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Vorep, That the Sclectmen of Lexington he a Committae  on
behalf of this meeting, to wait upon the Hon, Timorny, Fii-
LER, and thank him for his patriotick and olegant oratian de-
livered hefare the people herc nssembled this day, aond to' re-
quest of fitm a copy for publication. "

BRI JOHN KEYES, Sec'ry,

“The Hon. TIMOTIY FULLER,

Sin,

_ THE Seleetmen of Lexington take pleasure in convey-
ing to you the ahove vote, and they request that you will' in
compliance therewith, delivera cepy of your oration foi'ihe press.

July 3, 1814. | JOHN MILLIKEN, Chairman.

el - Gnve

Cambridge, oth Julé, 1814.
GENTLEMEN,

* A JUST sense of the approbation of my fellaw eit.
izens, expressed by the vote, you have traunsmitted, as well, as
deference to their Committee, require of me a respectful compli-
ance with their request without other apalogy for the imperfect-
ion of my performange, than their eandour wiull readily suggest.

I am, Gentlemen,
Y our obedient Servant,

'TIMOTHY FULLER.

NA C R, .1
CHARLES REED, Beectmen of
RENJ. 0. WILLENGTON, & glon,
JOHN MUZZY, Jux. Esqrs.



ORATION,
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TIME 1n his swift career has numbered little more,
than two hundred annual revolutions, since this western
contment first rose to the view of a wondering world.
Before that period its vast forests, mountains, lakes, and
rivers echoed only the voice of ferocious anmimals, and
more Icrocious savages. Poetry bad indeea feigned a
palace beyond the western ocean for the repose of Phee-
beus, and the refreshment of his fiery coursers, after
their diurnal labors were ended; philosophy too had
tound in the visions of thcory a denser counterpoise for
the hiquid element, that encircled the realms then known
to science; but the reality was the achievement of enter-
prise and courage surpassing the heroes and giants of
fable, of genius sublime and vast, as the acquisition.

In all ages of the world, which history has delivered
down to us, kingdoms, states, and empires with few
exceptions, have been matured by slow and impercepti-
ble degrees, and have acquired a great portion of their
population and territory by rapacity and unjust conquest.

America, youngest born among the nations, offspring
of a civilized, of a Christian age, acquired her capacious
territory by compact ; the myriads of her population by
the peaceful operation of a just and enlightened policy.
The exiles from European oppression received from
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them shelter on these remote shores; and were em-
braced as brethren in calamity., The fruit of: their
industry was all their own, and insured support to a
numcrous oftspring « their free-born minds dreaded not
the flames of persecution from papal inquisitions, ner
from the fanaticism of a charch, which arrogated the
distinction of being the reformed, The nation, from
which the exiles had chiefly originated, found them out
in their distant retreat, and claimed to appoint for them
Governors in their temporal concerns.  She styled her-
sclf their Mother, but she was satisfied with extending
her maternal cares to enriching herself by their com-
merce, and feeding her pride by including their bound.
less wilderness in her titular empire. The religious
heresies ‘of such outcasts from the bosom of her church
she ‘deemed incurable, .and suffered them to travel on
to futare misery in their own way. For this kind in-
difference to their salvation our ancestors were grateful
they thought themselves indebted to it for whatever theis
rclizious institutions and doctrines possessed, ‘that was
“pare and undefiled.”” The checks and restraints impos-
ed on their civil regulations, and the prerogatives, which
were ciaimed by the Mother country, appeared to them
the jealous devices of a capricious step-mother seeking
chiefly the gratification of her more favored children at
their expence; and allthelr vigileuce and energy were
inactive arrav to bafle-and  defeat the arts of maligrity
in the guise of affection. Such constant exercise of
theirmental powers enlarged the boundary of their polit-
ical knowledge, elevited their morais, and purified cheir
réligious professions and practice.

The wandering trib~s of -natives were soothed into
peace, and invited to acquire the blessings of civilization
and socicty. Their lands were purchased not seized by



violence, America lias been reproached with extermi.
nating the natives and unjustly possessing their do-
mains. We are intcrested in this charge. Let us devote
one moment to its refutation. A few thousand savages
destitute of the arts of agriculture roamed over a track-
Jess continent, and satisfied the cravings of hunger, and
shielded themselves from the severity of the climate by
hunting and killing animals scarcely more savage than
themselves, 1o them civilization would have-been of
incomparably more value; than immeasurable wilds of
hunting ground. With civilization both-they and therr
new guests, and the posterity of both through many
future centuries could live harmoniously, increasing and
multiplying, on those samelands, which then afforded only
a precariaas and miserable subsistence to themselves.
To civilize and instruct them we know to have been
the 1ntention and the policy of our ancestors; and we
boldly declare this was a policy founded in rectitude
and justice, the dictate of benevolence and the most.
exalted piety. That the savages would embrace with
~ avidity at least the arés of civilized life was naturally and
confidently expectcd, No vestage of history had re-
corded the fallure of such an attempt. With zeal and
sincerity the task was begun. It promised a rich harvest
cf permanent happiness to the instructers and the in-
structed. A peaceful asylum, religious and political
influence for themselves and their posterity, to the former ;

and to the latter the inmu merable untasted comforts of
social ‘life, and the glad tidings of -the gospel of peace,
unfolding the way to future and endless felicity. Shall
then our ancestors and we, their descendants, be re-
proeched with conceiving and attempting to realize such
an enterprise ? Let us rather exult, that, though we
gannot trace our lincage to the deified heroes of profane
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history, or to the patriarchs or apostles of holy writ, we
are justly entitled to the pre-eminent distinction of being
calied . “Sons of the Pilgrims.” |

A new page in history, an unexplored smuosxty‘ in
the character of man was now unfolded. The fruits
were required by the savages, before they could be per-
suaded to suspend their vagrant pursuits, and earn them
by labor; this was to reverse the order of nature, to
require a miracle, and the age of miracles was pas*. Be-
sides, they had tasted the delicious poison of irtoxica-
tion, and nothing could rescue them, untutored as they
were, from its fatal consequences. Soon they became
deaf to the friendly warnings of instruction ; their mental
faculties and -their bodies diseased, labor and industry
abliorent to their depraved appetites, and they seemed
irrevocably doomed to destruction.

Perhaps we ought in justice to admit, that the wars
with those hapless natives were sometimes occasioned
by ndividual fraud oroppression, and that their;animos-
ity and revenge were not altogether causeless ; but the
cffect of these was partial, and would by no means have
caused their total extinction.

‘The gradual decay of the race of beings, that peopled
these regions, when ¢ their eyes they had closed” to ex-
clude the ravs of truth and knowledge, ought to be a
lesson to us, to whom ‘superior light has been imparted ;
and while we bemoan their fate, let us not fail to ac-
knowledge the finger of Heaven.

In a century and a half from clements like these the
colanies ¢f North America, still claimed, as the domain
of England, had become populous and powerful. Their
enecrgies, their wealth, and their prowess had often been
displayed in the wars, which Britain waged with her ri-
vals, France and Spain. To them she was chicfly in-
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debted for the subjugation of the French provinces on
their frontiers. She saw their commercial prosperity,
she saw their courage, enterprize, and extent of territo-
ry with eycs of cupidity and jealousy. Gratitude for
the sacrifices they had made in the conquest of Canada,
was cancelled i a moment. It required but a word to
cancel it. Protection to us, was substituted instead of
conquests for Britan; and this changed the burden,
and made the debt of grattude due from us to them.~-
We owed them for protection, and they were to pre-
scribe the price and the mode of payment.

If any principle in their unwritten Constitution was
more sacred to Englishmen, than the rest, it was this—
‘“ Toxes shall not be imposed but by consent of the
people’s representatives in parliament.”  This was the
silver cord, that bound the king within the himits of the
constitution. For enforcing taxes without his parha-
ment in a purer period of their history an English king
scarce appeased the fury of the nation by the forfeiture of
his life. Yet England required America to pay taxes
into her exchequer without being represented. Our
case was clear ; we had all the argument, but they
boasted that they wielded the sword and the sceptre, and
America must submit. Qur remonstrances and humble
petitions were not heard ; our venerable Franklin, the
pride of philosophy and of his couniry, was msultec at
the bar of parliament ; the voice of America, respectiully
supplicating through her Congress for redress, was called
the murmur of rebellion ; the sovereign, his mimstry,
their corrupt majorities in  parliament, and great multi-
tudes of the nation were infatuated with arrogance.
They believed England, who had so lately humbled
France, cught to hear from her colonies only the lan.
guage of submission. The victories which Pitt had
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“achicved for the natton, inflated their pride, but the warn-
ing voice of Pitt was against them.

How shall we, my fellow citizens, at this day believe,
that a causg so demonstrably unjust should have found
prostituted pens to prove it fuse, both in Ingland and
in this country ? If we are incredulous, let us turn for
a moment to our own times.

The British orders in-council, plundering millions of
property from America, are by soinc called just retal-
tation on France. Her practice " of seizing seamen on
board our merchant ships under pretence of their being
British subjects, though she conceals them on board
her ships of war like stolen property, instead of affording
an opportunity to them and their fricnds to prove them
Americans ; by which thousands of our citizens have
been imprisoned and their lives sacrificed ; this is call-
ed “Britain’s undoubted maritime right” *‘essential to
her existence.” The war, which we waged at last af-
ter years of suffering and remonstrance, to cause her to
desist from her depredations on our property, and from
- enslaving our seamen, 1s called ‘“unnccessary, unjust,

:2+ and wicked.” Our detention of British prisoners, as

hostages for the safety of our naturalized citizens, whom
she had taken fighting our battles, and threatened to ex-
ecute as traitors, is called sanguinary and barbarous., —
‘These and many more such perversions of language, of
truth, and decency, will reconcile us to the belicf of
cqual perversions forty ycars before.  Unless indeed we
make great allowance for the unexampled improvement
of the present age in the arts of false logick, deception,
and forgery ; arts, which Eritain no doubt in the exercisc
of her belligerent and maritime rights has scen fit to “im-
press’’ into her service. The right of impressing these
we ought not to deny her ; it is indeed, and has long
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been ‘‘essential to her existence ;” but it were to be
wished, that she could find sufficient native, British
materinls without recruiting on American ground.

To these parasites, hirclings of a corcupt ministry,
the governinent of the free and  “thinking’ nation of
Great Britain lent a willing ear.  They had only to
dispatch a small portion of their veteran force under
the most experienced generals and commanders of the
age, and our obechence was secured.  In parliament it
was boasted, that if twenty thousand men could not, fif-
ty thousand should reduce this ““froward people,”

'To the most cool and discerning of our countrymen
these boasts were not without their terrors. No com-
mon ligament of union then bound the colonies togeth.-
cr, except the acknowledged one of interest.  So inde-
finite a tie mignt casily be dissolved by a powerful ad-
versary, who in the moment of crushing one member
of the confederacy, could disarm others by terror, or
seduce them by promises. We had no army, no naval
force, ,no revenue ; Lingland held every city on the sea-
board, and her triumphant navy had quiet possession of
every harbor. Symptoms of adherende to her cause
under the specious names of duty and loyalty, threaten-
ed to break the ranks of liberty by filling every bosom
with jealousy and distrust.  The keys of our destiny
scemed to be in the hand of our oppressor. We saw
suspended over us by a fecbie thread the sword of her
vengeanceready todrink our blood. Great was the crisis,
and great was the spint, that awoke for our deliverance.
‘I'his glorious spot, the hallowed scene of this day’s de-
votion ; this happy, favored spot, beheld the fiest pre-
cious, ruddy drops, shed to redeem our country.  Yon-
der sacred pedestal, faint emblem of our gratitude, de-

'y

Al
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clarcs the names of the first victims of British injustice,
But long after that shall have crumbled to dust, the
faithlul page of Nistory, the hearts of a grateful people
shall engrave the deed, and transmit the glorious  record
to remotestiages. - '

. This. first shock, though forescen und  expected,
tleetrified the whole American people,  Order and con.
cert soon succeeded to confusion and surprise.  The
din of avms resounded through the country,  Peaceful
towns and villages poured out their champions in armour,
and the applausc of their fellow citizens, whom age or
infiemity withheld, and the prayers of beauty and affee
tion sped them to the combat.  Soon the capital was
mvested, and the crimson heights of Bunker-Hill bore
testimony to the heroism of the defenders of their liber-
ties. 2\ chieftain was found, whose skill and valor had
been tested ; and to him was awarded the glorious
danger of lcading the armies of freedom, Al {ocal
jealousics were discarded,and the emulation of patriotism
and courage pervaded every section of the country.

When it was perceived, that the contest became san-
guinary, and that the mveteracy of our invaders pre.
cluded all hope of accommodation ;

“That never eould true reconeilement grow,
“Where wounds of deadly hate had piere’d so deep ;7

the sages of the nation assembled in Congress, weére
eqhial to the crisis,  They called heaven and the world
to listen to their motives and the necessity of the measure,
and they pronounced these Colonies to be “Frge, Sover-
cign, and Independent States.”  The Rubicon was past.
The glorious declaration was hailed with joy, and the

sound of Independent America was responded through
the Umion.



i1

In Europe our cause beepme better understood ; and
even nations, which never had tasted freedom, were fed
by policy to take a part in the conflict.  Our chiefs in
the field were cqualled by those in council, and the
world beheld American diplomatists without the deccit-
ful arts, the sycophancy, or the corruption of European
statesmen and courtiers, (ffecting the most important
alliances, and bending the incongruous materials of am.
bition, jealousy, and cupidity'to the great concert of
measures, which had so large a share in sccurng the
successful issue of the controversy. ‘T'he names of
Franklin, Adums, and Jddlerson will descend to posterity
with those of Washington, Montgomery, Groen, and a
constellation of heroes and sages, whose valor and wis-
dom will beam lustre on their age and country.

Pardon me, my fellow citizens, if I omit further to
recount the cvents of that memorable era, of the glorious
peace, which followed, and the exaited patriotism, talents,
and maguisnimity, which after an interval of reposeand a
fair test of the madequacy of the first confederation, gave
you your present constitution. A constitution, com-
bining local concessions, and reconciling local to ‘com.
mon interests ; containing principles of energy in the
executive, compatible with its responsibility, insuring
independence and ability in the judiciary, at the same
time causing the voice of the people to be heard and
obeyed in both branches of the Legistature.  Wath
wonderful knowledge of the springs of human action,
drawn from profound observation aid scientifick research,
with foresight almost prophetick, the framers of the con.
stitution ofiered to their fellow citizens a system of
union so perfect, that after twenty five years experience
of its operation in the most stormy period of the world,

administered too by men of nolitical sentiments diamet-
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rically ppposed to each other, subjected more than once
to the vicissitude of domestic insurrcction and foreign -
war, this glorious constitution still yemaing, the pride of |
our country, the admiration of the world, Lct eyery
heart and eyery voice unite and say, “Be thou per-
petual?

Scarcely had we begun to feel the blessings of per-
manent peace and bappy institutions, when the revolu.
tion 1n France convulsed all Europe from its centre to
its utmost limits, It was napossible to l)Lhold the
struggle of a gencrous nation with liberty in view, but
swimming to its object over scas of blood, without
emotions of pity and of hiorror.  Philunthropy shed a tear
on human nature, when she saw ignorance and infatua-
tion planting the relentless shrine of Molochon the pedes-
tal of liberty, and satiating the monster with human
sacrifices. 'The hope of emancipation to the human
species, which had begun to dawn in the eastern horizon,
was clouded, and soon seemed extinct. Yetour rountry
reaped a rich harvest of wealth and revenue from the
wult., spread conflict, that sct Europe in a ‘flame. The
wisdom of our government and the impartiality of
their system  happily kept us aloof from a contest, in
which we could have given no aid to suftering humani.
tv ; and could have had little influence but to augment
the number of victims, who already gorged the great
charnel house of the Christian world, Perhaps we werce
too indifferent to the sufferings of so many nations ;—
perlmps some arong us nourished a secret satisfaction,

hat they could derive profit from the slaughter and
devasmtlon of the Europecan world; and were easily
eeconciled to the contemplation of ruin and misery, -
from which themselves were exempted, and which en-
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riched our citics, and spread an aspect of prosperity and
- splendor over our whole country.

The unfecling calculations of avarice were not long
suflered to go unpunished.  The two great belligerents,
whose dcadly hostility made them the rallying centres of
F.uropean animosity, turned a jealous eye on our pros,
perity, and resolved to enlist us in the conflict, or to
subject us to all its evils. England without a rival on
the Ocean, possessing manufactures suflicient to supply
the world with luxuries, and heving acquired by con-
quest the colonics and trade of both the Indies, determin.’
cd no longer to permit an unarmed nation, a nation too
of revolted subjects, to supplant her in the colonial and
carrying trade ; while its ships found ready admission
m the European markets, from which the continental
system of her adversary excluded hers. To prevent this,
she had only to quarrel with us herself, or to embroil us
with her enemy—-¢ither of these would eftect her object.
If she quarrelled with us herself, her naval power could
invest our ports, and annihilate our commerce at a blow ;
if on the other hand she could make us quarrel with
France, the continental system would exclude us hike
herself from the European market, and we must be con-
tented to revolve, as inferior satellites, around the orb of
her gigantic power.

"This latter course she preferred, as it would ruin our
commerce without danger to her provinces, leaving us
only the privilege of a direct trade with herself, of re-
ceiving her manufactures, supplying raw materials to
her artizans, and paying the balance in spegcie. An
intercourse, which must soon have exhausted our
capital, palsied our energics, and extinguished our
enterprise, |
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It requires littde political sagacity to interpret her
successive attacks on our nentral rights, whatever spe-
clotls pretext was cach cuse alleged.  Inher sudden
enforcement of “the rule of 56" we first read her pro-
ject of monapoly 3 on her puper blockades we plainly sce
inscribed her insidious syswem of monopoly 5 in her pre.
tended retaliation of an empty threat of France, we see
- “confirmation strong” of her fraudful grasp at monopoly.
To this first object she bent every other measure.  She
told all nations, she was fighting their battles 5 that her
naval greatness was “the wnrld’a last hope.”  Theinfer-
ence was plain—If she alone fought their battles, if her
single arm sustained the frecdom of the world ; then all
the world ccald do no less than quictly yield her the trifling
privilege of controlling their policy and monopolizing
their trade.  \What though her naval officers violated
our jurisdiction ; whuti though some thousands of our
seamen were stized, and dragged to perish in her float-
ing prisons; what though the loss of miliions of our
mercantile capltzﬂ seized by her rapacity, ruiied our
merchants, and in: povcnslud the nation. Yhese were
trivial evils, while she sheltercd us under the wing of
her invincible navy. “T'rue it sometunes startled us to
remember, we called ourselves an independent nation ;
yet to sce her, from whom we had so lately extorted
our independence, now .affecting to pretect 1t ;  but we
were told, we wcre indebted for the change to her super-
lative magnanimity ; and to eflcet her benevolent pur-
poses for our protection, it was neccessary to bend our
policy, and submit our rights to be bound by her “in
all cases whatsocver.’’

European nations listened to the syren voice of
British magnanimity. All fears of her maritime ascen-
dency were hushed for a while by the dungers, that



15

menaced all the states of the Baltick, The iron sceptre
of French domination to themn had terrors, which be-
numbed their faculties, Commerce and naval power
were willingly conceded to the British Lion, for the
advantage of his alliance in repelling the Imperml Kagle.
'The tyrant of the continent lowered also on the free
states of this western hemispliere ; freedom, though re-
mote, was hateful to his sight.  Few were our points of
contact with his dominions, yet wacrever unsuspecting
confidence or cupidity brought American property
within his grasp, it felt the fangs of an insatiate plun-
derer.  T'o our government his style of negociation was
uncourteous and offensive, and never for one moment
existed aught of confidence between them. A relaxa-
tion of his faithless and rapacious system, extorted proba-
bly by his conviction, that Englund in adherence to her
darling monopoly would violate her plighted engagement
to relax her war on our neutral rights pari passu with
¥rance, won for him no concession from the American
covernment ; but it demanded of them a fulfilment of
the public faith, pledged in the face of the world, to
require an equal relaxation on the part of his adversary.
‘The subtle and unworthy evasions of England could
no longer elude the ligit. Her hollow pretexts and
her selfish and tyrannical system appeared in naked
deformity.  War or submission was now our only
alternative.  Except with a™few timid spirits there was
no hesitation.  We are proud to number among those,
who ackrowledged the justice of the war, most of the
brightest ornaments of our country in both political par-
ties.  The suitable time of declaring war, the mode of
warfare by sea or land, the expedicncy of bearing injus-
tice still longer, and other minor topics excited the chief
opposition and debate in the great councils of the nation.
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Divcrsity of opinion on these has since been the aliment
of factiony which by shifting its ground, and seizing on
subsequent and unforseen events has been emboldenced
to clevate its voice. Its voice, the baleful herald of
disaftection to our country, has been heard with indig.-
nation by a freé people.  Repressed and stifled on our
shores, its hollow murmur has resounded to the encmys.
To their ears it was harmonious musick. The gale,
which wafted it, was sweeter and more welcome, than
the rich tribute of Arabian perfume.  Trancmitted to
their Prince and his luxurious court, its regaling virtues
found a more gracious reception at the foot of the throae,
than the birth-day adulation of a thousand pensioned
muses, or the obsequious submission of a thousand
vanquished nabobs,

‘The trunk of our Independence, like the princely oak,
strikes deeper its roots, when the tempest fiercely assails
its branches.. The constitution, of age more tender,
but of vigorous fibre and of fruit most delicious, has
flourished by its side, and opposed its firm texture to
the furious gale. 'With the attachment of devotion to
their constitution and independence the government
and people of America resorted to arms. Butthe move-
ment was slow and solemn; for while their territory was
not assailed, they hoped the foe would relent. They
trusted, he would repent his injustice, while they were
buckling on their armor. Besides, America with the
prerogatives of unexampled freedom, necessarily suffers
the inconvenience of unsuspecting innocence slumbering
unarmed, while sleepless rufhians in her neighborhood
prowling for blood and plunder, are ever ready to leap
on their prey. A fear has been audibly whispered, that
it is a defect in our constitution to withhold the power
of making war and" peace from the executive ;—that in



"

times of sudden danger and extraordiitary. exigence his
arm will want vigor, to call forth the power of the
nation, That our only remedy in suchastate of things
will be in giving ourselves that monster of fearful pos-
tent, a Dictator—an absolute Master, who is to be a
lamb of kindness to his cquntry, and to thunder terror
“ouly to her ecnemies. Intimes of Roman simplicity and
virtue, this phenomenon sometimes appeared, and the
Republic survived the prodigy. ‘Then a patrician, a
consul, a dictator, and a farmer, were sometimes found
united in the same man. Happy age ; but short as
happy ! In after times Tyranny assumed the name of
Dictator, not as before ““to take care that no harm should
cometo the Republick,’ but to take care that no suspicion
should be excited of her impending slavery. When
America resorts to this dangerous remedy, her fate is
sealed. Her libertiecs are no more. Bcfore that time
comes, may the voice of civilization be hushed, the
silence of the wilderness again resgn over these joyful
fields, the murderous savages again howl responsive to
the mountain blast, and the present inhabitants of these
happy vallies find hapoiar dwellings 1n realms of celestial
bliss !

None but just wars can be waged by a free country ;
cvery political measure comes successively before the
eyes of every citizen. The general interest 1s ever paci-
fick, and the aggressions of neighboring nations must be
clear, and pags the filtration of universal scrutiny, before
war can be adopted. It then becomes the war, rot of
the government, but of the nation. In such a cause all
the disadvantages of a pacific, unarmed policy, of the
publicity of debate, or premature disclosure, a linited

executive, and inexperienced commanders will gradually
3
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be surmonnted by the potent and 1rrembttble tldc ol
public sentiment.

“He has great odds
Agninst the astonished sons of viclence,
Who fights with awful justice on his side," B
2 o
The events of the prescnt war have corresponded

with the rational expectations of the nation.  The rapid
reducticn of the British provinces had indeed been an.
ticipated by both countries. The first great armament,
which a competent tribunal has lately pronounced com-
mensurate with its object, failed without just imputation
on the sagacity of the plan or the bravery of Americar
soldiers, 'To that falure may be imputed the delection
of the savages, the accumulation of the force and re-
sources of the enemy at the points of attack, the tardi.

ness and timidity of the militia, and probably that «
British force yet has possession of the strong -holds of
Quebec and Halifax. - But a volume of experience and
wisdom has been unfolded to America. She has learn

ed, where disaffection to the public cause is the mtcrprc

ter of the constitution, to repose no confidence in the
co-operation of the militia ; she has discovered, that mili.

tary schools must be established, and youth must be
encouraged and invited to acquire the theory of war
from veteran experience, embracing all opportunities of
perfecting theory by actual service.  The absolute ne-
cessity of commanding the {ronticr waters, and the im-
possibility of otherwise transporting provisions and mu-
mtions of war for an expedition remote from the sup.
plies of agriculture and the aids of compact population ;
but above all she has learned the surprising, the won-
derful truth, that the discipline, skill, and courage of
her seamen and naval commanders are superior to the
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scif-styled mistress of the ocean! This is no dream, no
empty boagt. No suge had proved, no prophet had
ventured to predict the astonishing cvent,  To credit
such a prediction, the world required a sign; and signs
and wonders have been given,  The spell 1s broken—
the glorious reality is unveiled to our cyes. The world
has scen it with delight, England with horror and dis.-
may. Precious to théir country 1s the blood of {ree-
men, of those who, have fallen in defence of the honor
of her flag; but let America wipe away the tear of sor-
row, while she inscribes on the monument that shall
consecrate their fume, “They fought, they bled, but
first they taught their country to vanquish the naval ty.
ranny of Dritain.” -

While thus our navy was emblazoning its glory in
almost cvery rencontre, while our armics were acquiring
discipline, our officers experience, and in many  instan-
ces signalizing their valor against veteran forces ; our
patriotic Administration have never for a moment lost
sight of the great object of the war, a solid, just, and
honorable peace. By enactmem of Congress an arrange-
ment was offered on a reciprocal basis to exclude British
seamen from our service undcer hcavy penalties, and the
means of certainty in all cases were made accessible to
their authorized agents.  T'he moment they repealed
their Orders mn Council, though a concession merely to
the crying distresses of their own manuficturers, an
armistice was proposed, as a prelude to negociation.
It was contumeliously rejected.  All subsequent
overtures have ‘been repelled, or so modHied, as to
blunt the edge of hostility, where we were the assailant ;
and leave our seacoast and commerce exposed to the

ravages of a plundering foe.  Such unequal terms could
not deceive our President ; they spoke intelligibly the
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language of ‘guileful hypocrisy, half smothering a pur-
pose of unrelenting war. If any thing were wanting to
proveour carnest and unceasing efforts for peace, behold it
in our ready acceptance of the mediation of her imperial
ally, with his fleet in her own possession, If . any
thing were wanting to convince incredulity itself of the
sullen and unyiclding animosity of England, behold it
mn her refusal of his mediation, at 2 moment too, when
her dearest projects of self-aggrandizement and revenge
on her continental enemy might have been jeopurd-
1zed by the refusal.

At length the mighty warrior iy prostrate ; his proud
trophies, the spoils of so many vanqguished princes, are
levelled with the dust.  Napoleon is no morc! No
more, did I say 2 The blaze of that portentous meteor
shall gleam resplendent through all future time !

" The proud banner of England in close contact with
her imperial coadjutors waves in triumph -over the
¥rench metropolis.  The destinies of the vast empire of
France and the partition of Europe await the nod of those
same princes, who so lately trembled in their capitals.
The “disinterested and magnanimous allies,” the “‘de-
hiverers o fthe worid,”’ seem very affectionatetothe worid,
they have delivered.  Their *“labor of love’® is only
begun.  One takes Poland under his gracious protec-
tion, another is pleased to take Norway, a third Italy ;
and modest Engiand resigns to each his favorite portion
of prostrate Europe, and only claims, as a small gratuity
the rest of the world! France pays fifteen hundred mill-
ions of francs for the acquisition of her ancieat dynasty.
0, how would the heart of every Amcrican rejoice ; how
should we at this moment hymn praises to HHeaven,
if the generous prince, who once espousced our cause
in disiress, now filled his rightful throne! Dut it
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may not be—*“The son of St. Louis is ascended to
Heaven.”

Lest Russia should remember her slighted offer to
mediate, Iingland stipulates in scason, that none shall
interfere, while she chastises her revolted colonies, the
“froward” people of America.

Now she prepares the vials of her ficrce wrath for
this devoted country,  The armics of Wellington flush.
ed with victory, have already crossed the ocean, and
arc traversing the plaias of Abraham in rapid march for
our frontier. '[he savage allies of Britain howl the war-
song, and sharpen their barbarous weapons for slaugh-
ter. On our western waters numcrous ships of war
equipped for action suddenly rear themselves hike sca
nymphs from the waves at call of the mistress of the
occan. Her thousand ships of war borne on the wings
of impatient winds, bring to our shores the pupils of
Nelson, the chicftains of the Nile, of Copenhagen, and
Trafalgar.

WWhere now shall Amecrica seek anally ? Where shall
she turn her cyes for succour ?2 The charm of national
fricndship has been long dissolved ; the dream of mag-
nanimity in princes is now dispelled 3 even the strongs
ligaments of national interest arc severed, or forgotten in
the intoxication of success.  What hope then remains
for America? Shall she hasten to implore the clemen-
cy of her ancient masters, or wait till they dictate thar
terms at Gottenburg 2 Britain’s terms have already
reached us.—Dismiss your rulers, cashier your presi-
dent—Dbow your necks like France to the yoke, or ex-
pect no peace with England ! Go then, my peace-loving
countrymen, appease her anger; thrust down your
government at her bidding, and exalt in their places the
amiable friends of peace, of submission, and of England.
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Let old Massachusetts set the example, and hnsten to be
~ first to send in to the English minister her act of “ade-
sion.” Perish forever the degrading thought 1 Liet slaves
and vassals learn submission.  Awmerica needs not seek
safety in alliancey  She stands single, shestands unmoved,
On the justice of her cause she relies, on the arm of the
God of battles ! [Faction be silent! Freedom, exalt
your voice ; Patriotism awake, thou slambering genius
of my country! ‘The soil of liberty is invaded, the
dwellings of innocence, the altars of piety are assuailed.
Soon shall myriads of freemen encompass the frontier,
and the armies of tyranny shall shrink from the fearful
onset, or fall victims to the sacred valor of the champ-
1ons of American Independence ! Boastful Britain shall
call home the remnants of her baffled powers, and the
recrecant lion shall once more imglore peace of Republi-
can magnanimity.

Amcrica, rejoice with trembling. Many of heaven’s
choicest blessings are already yours. An extensive,
fertile, and diversified territory; a climate blending
mildness and vigor m your physical constitutions ;
carly habits of industry and discipline; fountains and
streams of knowledge every where diffused ; political
mstitutions daily acquiring vigor by political experience,
and dispensing permanent security and enjoyment to
the whole system. The fortunate intcrvention of the
vast Atluntic, to repress IMuropean ambition, and disarm
corruption of its poison, before it rcaches your shores.
Above all the diflusion of religious knowledge and the
sacred scriptures among all ranks of citizens. With
such precminent blessings, sure it 1s no empty boast to
cill ourselves the fuovoured people.  Still while we re-
joice, let us also tremblingly remember the duties, re-
quircd for the improvement of each talent, the sacred
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deposit of the Author of all good. Industry and talents,
knowledge and goodness, should be cherished by the
potent smile of public approbation. They should be
the only passport to confidence, dignity, and public suf-
frage. I'ree discussion should be held sacred, and the
freedom of the press preserved inviolate ; but the prot-
ligate abusers of these bulwarks of liberty should be
frowned into silence, and tortured by publick contempt.
Corresponding commercial interests no less, than nation-
al defence, ensure the continued union of these States;
unless the ambition of a few aspiring families shall make
us blindly sacrifice all for their gratification and aggran-
dizement.  Our flourishing manufactures exhibit early
evidence of maturity, and announce to the world the ex-
haustless resources of American capital and 1ngenuity.
'The deletertous influence of such pursuits on the poorer
classes will find an easy and eftectual counteraction in the
wisdom of legislative precaution. Agriculture will ever
find a speedy and honorable recompense for industry.
Commerce will soon gladden our citics, and replenish
our revenuc. Sweet peace shall return, and our friend-
ship shall be courted by all nations. The trident of
Neptune, soon to be the prize of our naval prowess,
shall be the guaranty of free intercourse and equal
protection to the whole world.  Glorious America!
Land of our nativity !~—~May thy happiness be con-
summate, thy fame immortal !

ERRATA.

i Page 4, $8th line from top, after “gratefal” add a semicoloa.
ey 3, £2d line from top, for “vestage” read vestige.
» &, 2d line from hottom, for f‘displayed” read develloped.



