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Mr. H, Wewp Furier,
Sir,
THE Commitiee of Arrangémml: thank you for your candid
and eleéant Oration delivered 4th July inflanty in awhich the principles and
Seelings that led 10 the eflablifbment of our Independence, were fo handfomely

delincated—and requefl a copy for the frifs.

ARTHUR LITHGOW,} .
JOHN DAVIS, LOminitea
PETER T. VOSL, o

THOMAS BOWMAN,

Arrangemen!:.

Avcvsra, 5th Jurr, 1804.

et QU

GevTrraey,

YOUR politz vequeft for a copy of my Oraticn pronounced
yeflerday, elaims my awarmeff acknowledgments—I comply with your requefl,
trufting it to your candor. The unufual fhort time allowed for preparation,

is the only apology 1 fhall offer for its imperfedions.
H. WELD TFULLER.

Perer T. Vost, and Trhomas Bow- of

To Artaur Litucow, Jouw Davrs, Commitiee
MAN, Lfquires, Arrangements.

Avcusta, 5eh Jvir, 18504,
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FRLLOM-CITIZENS,

<

1 HE occafion of cur afforihling icre ot this
time, is in conimemoration of that glorious ern, which cmnn pated
THREE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE from the depradiz> and -.uliny chias
of Britifh tyranny.—It is in commemoration of @5« dav v hich save
birth to our lhberties—{fecured to us Indepeaden “—nd Juve us a
refpectable eftablifiment among the nation. of the ¢l . —"T"¢ un-
niverfary of this day cught to Le celebrate.! by us, s the tranfuc-
tions of it are the moft important that can ¢ver be recorded on the
pages of American Hitory—Future ages fhall notice it i—ind by
the Sons of Freedom it fhall ever be gratetully reniembecd—May
your children’s children enjoy the fruiis of it, blefs vou for the liber-
ties you tran{mit them ; and on each anniver{ory colebrate the natal

day of American Freedoni.

It has been ufual on this day fo recount the events which
cccafioned our national exiftence—firlt roufed the drowfy minds
of our citizens—armed them in defeace of thofe rights dearer
to them than life—tanght them boldly to come forward, untutored
as they were in military difcipline ; without provifions and without
money, form themfelves into wn army, by which wa, afedted, 3 Re-
volution unprecedented in the annals of the world—a Revolution
which terminated our conneéion with Britain, and regiltered the
name of the UNirep States oF Amcrica on the lift of natiorn. To
particnlarize thefe events, would employ more time than at prefent
is allotted me. It would be an idle defcripticn of fcencs, 1. which,
perhaps, fome of my Audience were actors 5 und which othirs have
Leard repeatedly defcribed by men of informauon and talents, who
took adive parts in the tranfuctions of the day. It would be a re; -
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tition of thofe fcenes of cruelty and oppreflion, which would roufe
your indignation againft the aggreilors—and while it caufed the tear
of fenfibility to ghm r on your cheek, for thofe who fuffered and per-
ifhed in defence of your liberties, the final iffue of the conteflt would
agitate your bofoms with emotions of gratitude to that Being, whofe
guardian care preferved our country from impending ruin.

There wzs a time when Europe was filled with religious dif-
fentions ; when the fanaticifm of man led Lim to thofe extremes of
Religious Intolerance, that there was neither parent or child, who
diffented from the prevailing creed, but were either condemned to a
cruel and ignominious death, or fuffered a punifhment more terrible
than that of the Inquifition. To efcape the terrors, and to avoid
the perfecutions of an ignorant, credulous and fuperftitious people,
our pious anceltors, with nnexampled fortitude—unappalled by the
dangers that would furrcund them on an unnavigated ocean—not
intimidated by the perils of lunding on a fhore inhabited by none but
favages of the wildernefs 5 relinquifhed the dear conne&ions of their
early years ; left their country und friends, and fought in America a
refuge from perfecution—a place where they might enjoy liberty of
confcience, without ieir of punilhiment.—Their fuflerings after their
arrival were palt defeription.—Deftitute of the neceffaries of life ; fur.
rounded on every !:de by treacherous and barbarous Indians, whofe
favage yclls were fulicient to firike terror into the hearts of the
moft daring—atter having loft near half their number by fuminc
and fickncis, they eitabll l"bed a fettlement, which, by gradual accel-
fions from the mother ceuntry, {con became of {fu much confequence,
that Britain, theu :.1 the kad perfecuted them at Lhome, thought pro-
per to claun the right of goveruing them,

~

Refiftunce to Britain, while the American fettlements were in
their infanc:, was ult ’mib ; but us they increated in fizength, and Bri-
tain in ariogancs, refitunce became neceflarv.—The privilege of

o
v

Reprefent'wion wis cluumed by the Americans as their undoubted
right ; and they were determined, that no tax thould be impofed and
colle&ted ot them, till this wus granted—On the other huand, abfo/ute,
unconditional jubuiflcu was demanded by Dritain—Aunerici, unufed to
war, and uawilling to enrage in a conteft fhe thonght unequal, had
recourfe to every expedient for a recenciliation; that was confiltent
with her Lhenor wnd dignity—Unprepared as {lie was to avenge her
violuted
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violated rights, yet fhe glorioufly preferred, ¢ aday, an heur of wvirtus
ous libertss to @ whole ciernity of bondage.””  She mdignartly refufed to
fubmit to the yoke an imperious Monarch had fitted for her neck—
and neither the audacity of Britith Minifters, or the high-tened lun-
guage of her Parliament could exact compliance.

Anmerica petitioned—fhe remonftrated—fhe argued in defence
of her rights ; but reafon and argument were unavailing—Their
anfwers to her remonftrances againit their meafures ; to hcr peti-
tions for redrefs of grievances, was in language that could not be
brocked-~< If,”” they reply,  {eventeen thoufand men cannot bring
you to fubje&ion, fifty thoufand snarr.” After fuch language,
Americzns, was it not time to afflume the habiliments of war ? Was
it not time to draw the fword from its fcabbard, and at one blow
fever in twain the cord that conneted us ?

Tle cruelty and rapacity of the Britith fold'crs during fome
parts of the Revolutionary War, muft be fitil frefh in the memory of
{ome of you—Had their infolence terminated when thiey had piliag-
ed and deitroyed your houfes and laid wulle ycur tielus, vou could
have borue it ; but when you faw them, with mcre than fovage bar-
barity, infulting your hoary headed fathers ;—wken you heurd the
diftreffing cries of your female conne&ions—jyour icelings muit have
been roufed to a pitch that would éaffle the attempis of fiription.—But
thefe fcenes of inhumanity, which difgrace the nume of man, we

fhall pafs in filence.

At the commencement of our Revolutinn, Britain entertained
a contemptible opmion of American bravery; and in language the
moft opprobricus and infulting, vainly boefted, that the « fight of
Grenadier’s Cup would be {uflicient to put an American Army 10
flight.” I ut fubfequent events foon convinced them of their error,
and tauglt them to revere American valour as cqual to their own.
In the long and well fought battle of Bunker’s Hill, every inch ot
ground was difputed by our raw and undifciplined foldiers againft
the well martialed troops of Britain.—American irmnefs and inirepid-
1ty difplayed on that day, cannot be too highly applauded, and wiil
ftand recorded to her honor. It ferved to corvince Britain, that
were every pafs a TruerMoryLa, every American would prove him-
{elf a Leoxivas.—On that day, fighting for the freedom of his coun-
try,
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try, and covered with wounds, the immortal WARREN fll. The
traits of lumanity and goodnefs which were confpicuous in his cha.
raéer, had endeared bim to all who knew him. When he faw the
liberties cf his country endangered and her rights trampled on by a
haughty and overbearing Monarch ; when Britain ¢ cried havoc and
let {lip the dogs of war,”” he relinquifhed his profeflion as a Phyfi-
cian, left his connections and friends, and proffered his fervices in
fupport of the violated rights of his country. “ Peace to his fhades
~—may ro rude blaft difturb the Willow that nods o’er his tomb.”

The fituation of America at this time, convinced as fhe was,
the conteft could not be of thort duration, made it neceflary for Ler
to find fome perfon qualified to difcharge the important duty of
Commander—f{ome perfon, in whom fhe could confide, and with
whom fhe might intruft therglory, the honor and fafety of his coun-
try—This facred charge of leading her armies to glory, and eftab-
lithing the InpepenpENcEe of his country, happily devolved on
WASHINGTON—Under him the army {foon began to wear the
afpect of regulerity ; and order feemed to rife cut of confufion.

To detail to you the various fortunes which attended the Ame-
rican arms during the Revolution—to exhibit to your view the dif-
ferent fcenes of American valor, is, at this time, unneceflary.—3uthice
it to fay, that after a ftruggle of eight years.; after Britain had feen
the deftru&@ion of two armies, and expended near a hundred millions
of money, 1he was obliged, however relucantly, to acknowledge our
Independence, and renounce her right of governing us.

The names of thofe PaTriors and Herors who were inftru-
mental in the eftablifhment of American Freepom, and bled in its
defence, are recorded by the Annalift of our country—They thall
live in your memories—their virtues and examples fhall be copied
by you; and their names fhall long furvive the periftable monuments
raifed to their memories.

After the ftruggles of war were over, the crazy form of the
old Confederation, which had brought our country to the confines of’
anarchy, was found infufficient, thrown afide, and our prefent happy
CoxstiTuTioNn adopted—a Co.stiTuTiON founded on the principles
of Liberty and Equality ; under the adminiftration of which we have
attained a degree of national importance and refpectability envied by

the kingdoms of Eurepe, After
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After the adoption of the Feperar Coxstituriox, which
was every way fuited to the genius and habits of the people, you
once more committed your cHArRT and your compass to your be-
loved WASHINGTON—To him who was ever foremoft in the battles
of his country—led her armies to victory—conducted her through a
long and perilous war, and fecured to her the bleflings {he now en-
joys. Under his, and his fucceffor’s adminiftrations, while the Eaft-
ern World was convulfed by wars and civil commotions, you enjoy-
ed peace anc profperity at home and acquired refpe@ability abroad.
While Frawce threatened fubjugaticn to Eurore, and menaced
our country with deftruttion, our Frperar ArTiLLrry, fronted by
WASHINGTON, bxd defiance to the power of French Diplomacy.

Should our political horizon again darken—ifhould waz again
threaten us—where is our WASHINGTON to lead u. to glory—
Where is he, whom our fathers ftiled ¢ Firft in waz—T'irft in peack,
and Firft in the hearts of his counTrY.”—Should yvou feck him in
our National Cupinet, he is not there—Should you go to the
fhades of MousT VERNON——alas ! he is net there ! No, AMIRICANS |
vour Friend, your Proteétor, your beloved WASHINGTON is no
more to be found in the habitations of the hiving..—He hLas cemplet-
ed his warfare—be has jlitted t5 regions of blifi—he has put off mox-
TAL,+nd put on immorTALITY—His country recognized in him eve-
ry virtue that could be attached to the Hero, the Statesman and
the CurisTian. Among the toils und dangers of wag, he remem-
bered that Beixg to whofe providence he was indebted for cxift-
ence ; and when the day of his departure camie—when the lamp of
life was nearly extinguifhed, and was finking in its {focket, he trufted
for falvation in the menits of Him who was crucified on CiLvary.

« From Vernon’s MovuuT behold the Hero #ife,
 Refplendent forms attend him through the fhies ;
¢ The SHADES of wwar-wurn veterans round him throng,
“ And lead enawrapt their honor’d Chicf aling—
A laurel avreath th’ immortal W aRREN bears,
“ Anarch triumphal Mercer's hand preparcs—
« Young LAWRENCE erff the av.rging Jolt of w ar,
« Wuh pers majeflic zuides the glit’ ving car—
“ MoNTGOMERY s godlike form direds the avay,
“ And GREENE unfolds the gates of endlef day,
B “ Il
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« [Vhile ANGELS trumpet-tongued prociaim through air,
“ Due honors for the firft of men prepare.”’

As a Warrior, ana as a Statefman, and I might add as an Orator,
the world has not produced his equai. The fuccefles of CEsar, and
the triumphs of ALExaxper, may be applauded by fome ; but the
viétories of Wasningrox thall be celebrated by pofterity, and re-
ceive the merited eulogiums of future ages. Though you have him
not with you to counfel and direé you, he has left with you un m-
valuable Legacy for your inftru&ion—He has left you his benedic-
tions—He bras given you the advice of an affetionate parent.

You enjoy advantages, Americans, fuperior to any nztion con
the globe : vou poflefs an clc'”tive Republican Gowernment—a govern.
ment freec from the oppreflions of an uncontroled Monarchy, the ia-
trigues of an driffocracy, and the evils of an wngcoernable Dimccracy.
Your Counftitation was formed by the united exertions of your wifclt
legiflators— R/} all inncvations of #—It you fufler it to be mutila-
ted, you will {non {te 1t roduced to a fkeleton, a mere form without
fubftance ; cherifh and fupport it, and you will enjoy every blefling
you can wifh as a nation.—Ohcdience to the laws of your country,
and a proper refpedt to thofe pliced in authority ever you, is efien-
t1ally requifite for your politicil extiience.

If you with to preferve your prefent Conttitution ; if yen with
it fhould be enjsyed by polterity, dilcountenunce every fpecies of
vice and imricrality—Government and Religion go hand in hand ;
to enjoy the one, you muit {fupport and proted the other. Abandon
your Religion, and from that moment you may date the tall of vou:
Republic-———ﬂiﬁory proves this a fa@t that cannot be controverted.
The prelervation of your Religicn depends on the encouragement
you give to tl introdu&ion of rvxury it your capitals and hou-
fes. The allurements of grandeur, thice unfatisfying pleafures of
luxury, will weuken your government, and cherith principles de-
firn¢tive to republican exiflence—it will make your daughters copi-
evs of WorrtstenecrarT, and yeur fons difciples of VorTairE and
Borvingnrokr—It has been the luxury of Rome, the 1iches of
{ndoltan, the pomp and parade of Parisian Courts, that nurtured
men who dizavowed the exiftence of u Deity.—If you Lold in eftim.a-
tion your own nappinefs ; if vou value that of your children, vou
will never commit the ac‘.mlruc ien of your government o atheiiti

(399

valy iefuriand wnd venal Philoicphegs. Yo
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Your beautiful fabric is alfo liable to be deftroyed by harbor.
ing the ices and flatteries of foreign Courts : It was thefe which final.
ly proftrated the Miftrefs of the World, and nurtured in her bofom
her Catalines and her Neros,

Your Congitution is of ineftimable value to you; but it is not
imperifhable—ccnfider it as the political wrk, with which you can
ftem the torrents of innovations which have annihilated the Repub-
lics of Europe, and overwhelmed them in the deptis of defiruction.
While your Conftitution is preferved intire—while the different parts
of it are rightly balanced, that they can move in unifon—whiile there
is virtue in the people, your union will be indiffoiuble. Peace will
eftablifh her ftandard on your fhores and pronounce America huppy.
You will infure yourfelves the friendfhip of the world, and exteud
the < olive-biranch of peace” to every nation on the giche.  Purfue
the famc means vou have heretofore puried, and you will enjoy
the fame happinefs ; and when the Annaliit fhull record cur coun-
try’s hiftory, his pages thall not be ftained with the detuls of cvil
wars and internal commotinns 3 but on the lait page of his volume
it thall be written, “ VIRTUE PRESERVED HER.—With rupture then,
may the reader exclaim, as he clofes the perufal of America’s Hifto-
ry,“ O ! rortunaTtos” AMERICANOS, ““ nimium sva <1 BONA
NorinT.”’—All this happinefs you may enjoy—you nny realize it—
it depends on your own exertions, on your own hrmnefs and {tabili-
ty, on the pradice of thofe with whom you entruft your government.

70 be fure of happin:fs, is to defirve t—Intruft your government
with thofe who in ¢ times that tried men’s {ouls” ftood feremoft in
the prefervation of your liberties ; it 1. u plire it in the hands ct
thofe who feek the eftablifhment of their own weqfures, vnmindiul
of the means, you will fee your National Councils diftraéted by par-
tics, vour Conftitution the fport of the cvinds and levelled e dufty, by
ihe refiftible pewer of an ungovernable taduon @ if yorrepard men
and not meafures 3 if perfcaul attachments fupiriede public vartue, you

vl focn fee your Conftitution torn i picces b, the {pivit of anar-
chy.—Ycu have yewr ¢ bane and your antidote both before yoa 3
Moo one fooures to you exiflonce 5 the other Lrisgs v tnan ondo Tl
of Liberty and Equality may be foundea in your cars by duioip inie.
g partizans, by the very perfons who would enflave you, by men
o wre implacably oppofed to the Federal Cunilitution, N

) ]
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The adminiftration of our National Government has been fu-h
for a numl r of years paft, that we have enjoyed unexampled prof-
perity.—It is not for me to fay, whether we owe this national prof-
perity to the prefent ruling party, or to thofe from whom the admin-
iitration has been wrefted—on this fubjeé I fhould be compelled to
exceed the bounds of cool difcuflion ; it would excite feelings which
would roufe your indignation, and lead me to obfervations at this
time improper —it would be painting fcencs in which would be con-
fpicuous the intrigues of an iatolent and tyrannical faction.

Complaints have arifen againft both the former and prefent
adminifirations—how well founded they have been, I leave for the
more experienced to decide; and if, judging from thofe feelings
which are the effeds of fober refleétion, you can aflure yourfelves
you mow enjoy the fame profperity at home, and refpectability abroad,
you once experienced.—If the great bulwark of your national liberty
remains inviclate, and juftice is impartially aiminiftered, you ought
cheerfully to unite in fupport of your prefent Rulers 3 but if, inftead
of reformation, the meafures of cnr prefent Rulers tend to encourage
the diffemination of thefe undermining principles, which have been
indulgently foftered by the unprincipled demagogues of France, and
have been cherithed and fuppaorted in our country, by men Aigh in
authority ; if irreligion and infideli’y mark their footfteps and threaten
the fubverfion of all moral principles, we fhall foon fee, unlefs its
progrefs is oppofed, our Religion and Government perithing toge-

. ther, and {inking in their pelitical graves.  If our prefent adminiftra-
ters purfue thofe meafures, which, in effe® will render the Indepen-
dence of our country neminal 5 if fervile obedience iv required by
them 5 if they have deftroyed our Army and reduced our Nuvy, and
neediefsly extended our Territory 3 if their leading meafures tend to
deltroy the balaice of influence betzveen the States, we cannot oppofe them
with too fixed a refiftance. If fuch is the praétice of your prezent
Kulers, und you fuffer fuch men to be in authority, how greatly L ve
you devieted from the path pointed out to you by your Political
ihier—How wide is the difference between the principles inculcated
by WASHINGTON, and thoie pra@ifed by the Philcfopher of M . »-
tiells—DBy the principles of the one, your Political Burk would waft
you {addly to ke goal of profperity s while by the prattice of the other,
you will {ce yeur Conflitution, which is now the ¢ admiration of the
warld; wiccked on the quick-funds of Defpotifing and in the € o

oulfive
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vulfive ageries rf diffolzving nature,” your Rervsric will expire—and iy
the languaye of TRENCH Puivosoruy, her death fhall prove an eternal
Sleep—"Then thall the {pirit of vour departed WASHINGTON look
down on you and excluim--+ O LIBERTY ! O VIRTUE! O
MY COUNTRY!”

FINTS.
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