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ADVERTISEMENT.

The author, never desirous of
having his performances issued into
the world through the medium of the
press_ but being warmly solicited by
many friends, and being censured by
individuals, on account of some of the
sentiments expressed in the following
discourse, and sincerely believing if
said sentiments influenced the mind
of every American it would prove a
powerful means, for a speedy and
honorable termination of the present
war, he has been induced to furnish
a copy for publication, Itis given al-
most verbatim as delivered in Public.




A DISCOURSE.

pory .(.@}..;..

Isa1an 1x, 4, 5.

For thou baft broken the yoke of his burden, and the
Staff of bis fhoulder, the rod of bis oppreffor, as ir
the day of Midian.

For every battle of the warrior is with confufed noifey
and garments roll.d in blood, but this fball 5¢ <witly

burning, and with fuel of fire.

- As nothing is more valuable in tlis life,
and nothing more condufive to our temporal hap-

pinefs, than liberty, and nothing more deftructive
to a people, and more inconfiftent with their welfare
than {lavery, fo nothing can alarm a free people

more than when their liberties are invaded, and

nothing aftford them more joy, than when loft liber-

ty 1s reftored to them again, or that which is inva-
ded properly fecured. All men are born free, and

liberty appears as'natural to man, as reafon, and un-

lefs too far degenerated, a perfon will equally exert
him{elf to preferve both. With this heavenly jew-
el, every thing that is near and dear o us is connelt-
ed, and when this i1s taken from us, we become
truly miferable in every refpe& Thercfore our
fears and joys as a people, will riic and fall according
as it ftands with our liberty. 'Thefe obfervations
are confirmed by the words before us, as they ftand
connected with the preceding,
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In a former chaptcr, the prophet gives ddelL"lp
tion of lrael’s future glory conlifting in the illumi-
nation, they would receive on thc arrival of the
Meﬂiah together with great Jny and ghdnef:, on
account of that happy event. iiowever,in order to
view our cortext, we need go no farther back than

the preceding verfe, where God’s people are repre-
fented as exhibiting the ftrongeft marks of joy and
gladnefs, and ﬁ.rely not without the greateft reafon.
The bleflings conferred on them, afforded powerful
motives for fuch rejoicings, namely, a deliverance
from {lavery, and fervitu.e. The Lord had brokcr
the yoke of their burden, the flaff of ther shoulder, and
the rod of their opprefor.  In difcourfing from thefe
words, we fhall divide them into two "eneral heads.

FIRST We fhall confider the great deltverance prom-

, I/Z’ 5 and

SccoNDLy, A farther illuftration by csmparing it to

a former incident.

The evangelical prophet, accordmg to his ufual
cuftom, here fpeaks of future bleflings in the perfect
tenfe. ke is {o perfectly aflured of the promife, as
i 1t were really accomvplithed. 10 ou buft briken the
yoke of b s burden, the fluff of bis [bsulder, and the rod
of bz oppreffor. A molt judicious defcription of
flavery indeed. A yoke on his back, a ftaif or
beam on Lis thoulder, and continually feeling the

o of the oppreflor’s r-d.

1. Some fuppoie that the prophet muit have allud-
ed toa deliverance out of the Babylonian captivity,
where thev had already groaned tor near {eventy
vears; that the Lord would raife up Cyrus, who
would grant them permiffion to rcturn to their native
country, and rebuild their temple, and tiius break
the yoke Ncbuchadnezzar Iaid upon them.  This 1s
the opinion of fome of the Jewith Rabbies.

. Others again apply it to Hezekiah’s deliver-
ance out of the power ot Sanherib, when an angel
ot the Lord went forth and {lew an hundred and
eighty thoufand ¢f his army, and thus broke the
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yoke which that proud monarch had allotted for
Hezekiah and his people.  However, we cannot con-
cur with either, as they do not appear to correfpond
with the prophet’s object, for the whole of his
prophecy feems to refpect the difpenfation of the
New ‘lcltament; and it is evident from this chap-
ter, that he has an eye on the Mefliah’s kingdom.
Still we may view thele words in a more extenfive
point of light, and not confine our attention to any
partic.lar period or :eople. - Any nation, delivered
from {lavery, may with propriety adopt the language
of the church in the text—Thou hajt broken the yoke
of his burd.n, the flaff of his fboulder, and the rod of his
oppreffor.  Let us, however, for a moment, confine
our attention to tie Jewifh nation, whom the proph-
et alfo principallv ha¢ in view, and we fhall find
each of thofe diftinct terms app'licable to them.

1. By the yoke of their burden, we may with p-o-
priety underftand the ceremonies of the Jewifh
church. I'his was a burdenfome yoke indeed, both
in regard to the immenfe coft it was attended with,
and the vaft pains it required. They were mere
nothings in themfelves. - All their virtue derived
from God’s will and inftitution. This yoke would
be broken immediately after the Mefliah came, for
they were nothing but fthadowe, that miuft inevitably
vanith when the body appears; and they were with
propricty ityled a yoke. .\ yokeis an inftrument
ordained {or various purpoles. (¢) To fleer and d-
rect our bealts, according to our propofed end ; thus
was the yoke of the ceremonics a rule to walk by, to
ftecr and dircct them. (¢) A yoke is alfo intended
to couple together. In this fenfe the apoftle {peaks,
2 Cor. 6. ¢ Be not uncqually yoked together with
unbelievers. ''The ceremonies alfo anfwered this pur-
pofe: they ferved as a means to join them together,
as a peculiar people, and to diftinguith them from
other nations. (¢) 4 yoke is alfo a fit infirument to
bridle the unruly.  Ifrael, indecd, poflefled too much
of fuch a difpofition, as appears cvicent from their
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rvanfactions 1n the wildernefs, and in the land of
Canaan; and thercfore {fuch a yoke might be fome
benelit to them. (d) A yoke 1s allo madce to bring
the yoked under {ubjection, fo that we may govern
them as we think proper. (¢) A yoke 1s commonly
heavy and burdenfome ; ; and fo were thefe ceremo-
nies a burden, fays the apoft'e, that our fathers could
not bear. Uus Is, a5 we "1p1)rchcnd the yoke 0] /)zs
durden. 'To this 1s added,

2. And, the flaff of bis /bazz/d(r. This, perhaps, re-
fers to the power of the priefts and Levites over
them, which in its original form was highly com-
mendable being only a mmlftcuncr one, but after-
wards qrofsly abufed by ufurpatlon and infringing
on the liberties of the people. Thefe fit on the feat
ot Mofes, but are ﬂxamefu]ly degenerated from the
doctrine of Mofes, for they teach a doctrine that

confifls in inftitutions of men, and by thus impofing
on the peopl, they became to them a faff in the
Shoulder. A fimilitude, taken from the cuftom of
fchoolmafters, who generally keep a rod or ftaff to
Iav over the backs or fhoulders of their pupils, in
cafe of difobedience. 'Thus did thefe cruel task-
mxitu:, impofe burdens on the necks of the people,

vhich t’nv themdelves would not touch with their
rmgcm, as our Saviour himfelf charged them. But
s fafl of priefteraft was broken by the arrival of
ihe great Ligh prieit, of whom thefe priefts were

»s..

7. This is fh"(‘C"dCd by the rod of oppreffron.  This
nay refer to the Jewilh Sanhedren, and the Judges
who governed the city. This body, confidered in
1s original and primitive form, was far from being
2 md of oj ppreffion. {t was 2 government God him-

f had inftituted.  But now thcy werce of ancient
mdmﬂ and, like all governments of long duration,
hey had '11rcad) aiplrcd after an abfolute preroga-
ive, and began to infringe on theliberties of the na-

on, as plainly appears from the cafe of Rehoboam,
the 1on of Solomon, who confulted them on the
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fubject of a petition from the people for a milder
government ; they advifed him to opprefs them
tenfold more than his father had done, and nume-
rous other inftances of their cruelty might be cited.

"This rod was to be broken to pieces by the great
Messiah, and this we find verified fhortly after his
death. Nay, it had already before his incarnation
received a fatal ftab by Herod, who caufed the whole
couniel to be put to death, and fupplied their places
by his own immediate dependents, and thus {fubject-
ed the whole nation to his defpotic will. But af-
terwards, the rod of oppreflion was entirely deftroy-
ed by Titus, who demolifhed their city, burned their
temple, and did level it with the ground. How-
~ ever, though this explanation may agree with the
genuine fenfe of thefe words, and the prophet’s ob-
ject when he uttered them; yet, to take this paflage
tn a general point of view, I {fuppofe would not be
repugnant to the {piritual fenfe of it ; for the things
then recorded, were written for our inftrution, It
is a moft lively and ftriking emblem of {lavery; for
any people whatever, reduced to a ftate of {ervitude,
inay be confidered as beafts of burden, with a galling
voke or their necks, a heavy beam on their thoul-
ders, and the driver’s rod on their backs. O,un-
happy people who are reduced to fuch a fituation!
No wonder that men will venture their lives and
fortunes in defence of liberty. Who would not
imitate an ancient example, and exclaim, I would
not be a king unlefs I could be free? And, on the
contrary, happy the pecple who enjoy this blefling,
and happy they who are emancipated from flavery ;
with juftice they tune up the fong in the text, Thou
hajt broken the yoke of our burden, the ftaff of our fhoul-
der, and the rod of our oppreffor. God makesufe of
warious means ¢o break and deftroy thofe implements
of flavery. '

1. By caufing every meafure, that is concerted to
enflave a people, to prove abortive, infatuating
their counfels, and converting their wifdom intg

B
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foolifhinefs. This wis manifeitin the counfel of Ach-
etaphel when _ibfaion: afmired to ablolute monar-
chv
. By forcing todir onprcﬂbrs. by hard and won-
dc ful Jud xments, to ot them at liberty, 2s we inay
fee in the deliverance of Tirael out of Egvptian bon-
dage. God brought upon the tyrant a {eiies of mife-
ries before he could be prevmcd cn tc let Irael go,
till he gave commiilion to one of his angelic {fer-
vants, who in onc pizht, flew ali the firft born in
Egvpt, not cven fparing his fucceflor to the throne;
till finally he was compelled to {et them free.
3. By moving the tyrant’s heart, and difpofing
him to fet them at liberty. By this means were
the Jews delivered from the Babyioman captivity.
The Lord gave Cyrus a difpofition to {et them free,
and cohisquentlv that mouarch granted them per-
miflien to return and rebuild their temple, though
vigorouily oppofed by feveral of the governors.

4. By crowning a people’s juift refiftances againft
tyranny and 0ppreﬁ10n with {uccefs, never is the
{word more jultly drawn, than in defeace of liber-
ty, and unlefs national £ ns minfx God 1n deliver-
ing over to flavery, never fails of fuccefs. Hiftory,
either facred or prophanc, Wﬂl not afferd many in-
{ftances in which God has fuffered a people to fall
‘n a firugzle for liberty, unlefs for {ome notorious
fins, for which he pubhch declared that he permit-
ted them to be enflaved.” But generally they have
fuccecded : witnefs Britain, Holland, Switzerland,

America, and others. In this manner hath God
often times broken the yoke, 102 faff, and the rod of
/f)pf( // 75N,

This is {urther explained by cemparing it te
a fc.iner incident; namely, the defeat of the Midi-
anites. s in the ”’[1 s of Midian. It muft be admit-
ted by every perfon, who has any knowledge of the
Hebrew languace, that the Englifh tranflation of
the fifth verfe, differs widely from the original, and
that the Dutch verfion is julily entitled to the pre.
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ference, which runs thus, Iur coery Latifc of 1he <oar-
rior was wwith confufcd m[ and garm.ats rolled in
blosd, burica and made fuc! for fire, us’l&amrw a thort
dClCI‘lptlUﬂ of that nrlon(mc defeat of the nhmmxtcc
by Gideon, with th\, hundred mien that licked like
dogs. The preceding night, he 2nd his armour
he.trcr or aid de camp, had b»cn to rcconnoitre, and
fo takc aview of the enemy’s encampment, and ap-
'ipproached {o near it urobferved, that they heard
2 man relatea dream to his feliow, he dreamed that
he faw a barley loaf tumble into the hoft of Midian,
and overturn one of their tents, the othe: immedi-
ately, as it were by infpiration, exclaimied, That is
the fword of Gidesn, a man of Ifracl, for the Lord bath
delivered Midian with all bis bs o/ into his hands. 'This
animated the hero, who immediately went back, pa-
raded his little army, and marched in order to at-
tack the Midianites, who iav in the valley like grafl~
hoppers, in multitudes, each with a trumpet, an
empty pitcher, and a burning lamp. The Midian-
ites, hearing the j1rrinrr noile, and {eeing the bright’
appearance of theirlamps, \VLI’C firuck with 2 moft
dreadful panic, and ran; afterwards they were pur-
fued and numbers flain, among whom were two
of their principal ccmmanders. And thus was an’
army of one hurndred and twenty thoufand, de-
ftroyed to a man, fo that the latier part of the text
'confainsa true narrative of this rout, the battleis
ery jultly faid to have been with Lonfufed noife.
It was fuch en both fides. -
1. On the fide of lfrael, for the found cf the
trumpets, the breaking of the pitchers and the
cry of the whole army, the fword of God and of
Gideon muft have created a confufed noife indeed.
2. But the noife was not lefs ccnfufed on the
part of the Midianites, for they cried and fled.
(4) This defeat was not only with confuicd noife,
but alfo with garments rolled in blood. In 1ecmrd
to thofe who were flain, as well as thofe who ﬂew.
shem, for where fuch a numerous armv was defeat-
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#d, theére muft have been ftrearns of blood in which
their garments were {tained.

(B) And made fuel for fire. Perhaps a large
quantity of thofe polluted garments were thrown
or heaps and hurat; though {cripture gives us no
pofitive account of thls yet we know that whatever
was {tained with blood, was deemed unclean by the
Jewifh Ceremonies; and hence it is highly probable
that the greateft part of their {po’l, being rolled in
human bicod was committed to the lames. Infach
z manner doth God dcftroy thofe who opprefs his
people, and break to pieces the inftruments of flave-
ry, that are framed againit them. -

APPLICATION.

And may we not, my hearers; together with thé
people of thefe Umted States, exprefs our joy at a
fimilar blefling? Have not inftruments of flavery
been framed for us, in the tyranical court of Brit-
ain 7 What was their elaim; to bind us in 3ll cafes
whatfoever, but a galling yoke? What elfe was the
right they claimed, to t:: vur property at their own
difcretion, but a heavy, and an infupportable burden
upon our thoulders, that weuld have made us go a
{crrowing all our days, and made beafts of burden
of our poiterity, till the lateft generation 7 and what
can more properly be ftyled the rod of opprefiion,
than the banditti they did {end to enforce thofe a-
bominable chains? ¥or nearly eight years have we
fclt the rod, a rod-as it came from God, was a juft
one, becaufe we had richiy deferved it through fin,
buy, as it came from Britain, was to all intents and
purpofes a rodof oppreflion. Every ﬁ)eues of crucliy
attended their arms in America, and. a!l their tranf-
actions much more refembled the rod of oppreiiton,
than the fword of the warrior. Burning defencclefs
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towns, miulunq innccent wormen and children, tobs
bmg and pﬂfernw houfes, diitrefling detence dx 11a
habitants ; excititg favages to conumit indifcrimi-
nate murdeg; ar: lmmq ploofs that in the whole
courfe of the conteft, they have exhibited much
more ot the oppreﬁor, than the {oldier. But thanks
be to God for s interpofition, who hath broken
the yvoke of our burden, the ftaft of our fhoulder,
and the rod of our opprefior; by blefling our ef-
forts, and otten indeed by the battle of the warrior,
with confulcd noile, not with trumpets and pitchers,
but with the thunder of cannon and mu'ketry, and
cries of our flyiug foc, witnefs our {everal impor-
tant victories. lo enumerate vwould be needlefs,
eipe cally to thofe who {ull recoiieér, who have afs
filted in them, and now wear thelaurel. Herewasa

jarring noife, here were garments rolled in blood.
Whole armies with their brave cominanders at their
head, iave {furrendered to our corquering {word.
In tremidft of all the horrors of war, we dourifhed,

ouvr tade and commerce was carrizd on with 2 cona

3

fzderable degree of vigor, notw 1thitanding eveiy op
pCuUOﬁ from ouf enc >mics, our fields were cultlvaa
ted, and yieided in 3bundance; our intcftine ene.
Tnies difappointea in their hellith defigns to enflave
their native country, have flocked back to us in
numbers, and received mercy and pardon. And
what greatly exceeded all this, we were richly favor-
ed with gofpel bleﬂings the oliers of a redeemer
were continually made, and we w.re invited in the
moft cndcarmg languwe, to come and receive the
waters of life for nought. It is to make public ac-
knowledgments of thofe favors by decent celebra-
tions of joy and merriment, that we are met togeth-
er at this time, and what fom; of praife can be better
adapted to our cafc than the one contained in the
text. Thou bajt broken the yoke of our burden. Thon
haft fruftrated the infernal defign of a Britith minif-
try to enilave us, Thou haft broken the flaff of our
fhoulder. Thou hait difappointed a licentious king,

o
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who expected to fill his coﬂérs Wuh our property,
exacte.l from us by an unjuft tyatlon. ‘Thou hait
baffled the expﬂdatmns of greedy pentioners,
and placemen, who fought to aggrandiga themiclves
by this new acqulﬁtlon Thou haff 1fapr)u1med
the hungry Bifhops and Prelates, @ho waited cager-
by for their thare c,f the booty, and who always were
2 burden on the fhoulders of their own people.
Thsu Lakt broken the rod of cur c,»prffz Thou haft
delir oved the numero:s hoft th"{t came to reduce
us, to unconditicnal fabmifiicn. Theu haft caufed
the flower of it to fall into our handc" Thou haft
broken their power and diminithed their ftrength,
and finally, compelled the very tyrant, who endeav-
orcd to enflave us, to déclare us tree and Independ-
ent States. Thou haft delivered us from the hor-
fors of war, no more confufed noife;, no more gar-
ments rolled in blood. O that this might have led
usto naticnal repentance,and Ireformation. The con
trary has, however, been our unhappy fitgation, fin
has abOL.nded and the Lord has from tiine to time-
"hreatcped to plead a controverfy with vs.  Theie
cireumitances have given' that fame nation (who
hever were fincerely at peace with us) a better op-
portunity toinfringeourrights. - ¥oryearsfucc<flive-
ty we have experienced the unhuppy effects. Time
would not permit to enumeratc themall.  Our moft
friendly overtures, all our {olicitations for an honor-
able and juit {ettlement of differences have been treat-
=d with neglect, contempt, and a perpetual repeti--
tion of infult. After much forbearance we have
been under the very difagreeable neceflity of again
appealing to arins.  And according to the fpeamen
given, Britain is purfuing the fame {pecies of hor-
rid warfare, as in the Jate revolution. Algerine bar-
barians,and American favages, arc the allies of this
« Bulwark of RCllglOH »> The former to caft our citi-
zens in dungeons, and rcduce them to a ftate of moft
abjeét flavery; thelatter are furnithed with the tom-
a.-hawk and fcalping knife, to butcher our defence-
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iefs frontici:, »a townal o rein co‘d biood, thofe of
our friends and coun_l; nen who mrrender them-
{elves prifoners of war, notwitlitanding the moft
{fole:nn promifes of protection. O, what American
is therc tobe fouzv’, who does not feel highly indig-
nant at fuch a foe.  T3o vou think the lord will blefs
fuch means, for the mmm ation of our happy coun-
try,and the defirudtion of its libertics? wenever ought
fo far to loofe confidence in the jultice of God, as for
a moment to entertain the thought. It would de-
tain you toolongthould I undertake to enumerate
every thing that might be thought proper and ufe-
ful as to this point. All clamor againdt our own gov-
ernment thould ceafe, however much peace may be
defirabletous all. If we muft remain for a while in a
ftate of v varfare, it ougnt to be profecuted by our
urited exertions; whatever may be the pohtlcal {en-
{iments of our cmzbns however much they may dif-
fer in opinion, as to matters of minor confideration,
in defence of their country there ought to be only
one {fentiment ; all {hould aét asitbecometh freemen,
and none fhould be ¢ athamed to acknowledge them-
{elves Americans.” As for the other belligerent,
we feel her infults; we leave her cafe to the confid-
eration of thofe at the head of our government,
not doubting but the will iirally meet her juft re-
ward, Although fome of the mltlculals enume-
rated, afford melancholy confiderations, let not this
altccrether difappoint us in our preient purpofe,
namely, to rejoice in the liberties we do peflefs, but
let it be attended with fincere prayer to God that he
may preferve thofe liberties to us immaculate. Let
us conduct, In every refpect according to the real
defign of our meeting together, it is not only to
exprefs our joy, but alo to return gratitude to God
for his blessings. Remember that; every degree of
‘excefs or impropriety of conduét on this occafion,
‘would be a difgrace to ‘a free people, an infult to
the God of liberty, and a juft caufe to reduce us
‘again to a ftate of flavery. Letevery thingbe trans-
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acted with decency and a beccining micrriment, and
let us prove by our deportment, that wc are wor-
thy to wear the laurels of freedom, - Andywhile we
rejoice in our liberiy, le. us not forget Bthe ufe of
every lawful means, 1o watch overit,asf éndeavour
to fecure that which Lius been boaght with the price
of much blood and treafure, againtt all who may un.
dertake to aflail it. It is as unpardonable in a people,
not to preferve the liberty they have obtained, as :t
would be to fubmit to the yoke of oppreflion. And
that the Lord may continue to difappoint all enemies
to equal liberty, whether in our own land or abroad,
in their infernal defigns to rivet on us the fhackles

of flavery; that he may continue to break the yoke of

gur burden, 1be ffaff of our fhoulder, and the rod of our
sppreflor, is our fincere prayer, for Jefus’ fake.
" - AMEN,



