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WINDSOR, Juiy 4, 1811
4t . ocumerous meenung of Federal Republican citizens at PeTTES'S

Havuwthis day, on motion of MRr. Duxnax, seconded by GEV

MorgRris—

Voted unanimously, that the thanke of the company be returned to
the Rev. Mgr. FowLERr, for his excellent and very appropriate dis-
course this day d=livered at the meeting-house, and the favor of 2
copy berequested for the press.

And voted also unanimously, that the Committee of Arrangements
for the day, be recuested to wait on Mr. FowrLex, for the purposc
expressed in the above vote.

(Signed) J. DUNHAM, President of the day.

eyl ¢- @i

ReveErREND SIr,

We beg leave respectfully to express to vou, the high sense which
the company entertain of the favor conferred on them by your most
excellent Sermon delivered thisday ; and request a copy of the same,
to be published for the more extensive use of our feilow-citizens.

HORACE DUNHAM,
SIMEON SHORT,

ALLEN WARDNER,
PRESTUN MERRIFIELD,
SAMPSON WILLARD,

Committee of Arrangements.

WINDSOR, JUuLy 1811,
GENTLEMEN,

It was with considerable reluctance, as you are doubtless sensible,
that I consented to preach on the occasion of our National Annrver.
sary, principally, because the state of my health and my numerous
professional avocations would not admit of my making thut prepara-
tion, which the audience, on such an occasion, would havea rigl.t to
expect  The discourse of which you request a copy for the pross
was accordingly, composed in haste, and amidst continual interrup-
tions. Such, however, as it is, it is submitted to your disposal.

I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c.
iS. ITOWLER.
Messrs. H. Dunnaw, }Committee, &e.

S. SdaorT, and others,



DISCOURSE, &ec.

EXODUS, XIIL 3.

s And Moses said unto the people, remember this day, in which ye
came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage ; for by
strength of hand the I.orp brought you out from this place.”

‘THE occasion, my brethren and friends, on
which we have assembled, is a joyiul and solemn
nccasion. It is no other than to commemorate the
birth-day of our National Independence,—to re-
tracc the steps by which we arrived at that event,~ -
to review the scenes, through which we nassed—-
to recail to mind the labors, and dangers, and suf-
ferings by which it was obtained—and what ought
to be our principal concern, to muke our devoutac-
kncwledgments to that great and good Be1nc, by
whose favor and blessing it was accomphshed
And what can be more appropriate, as a theme of
discourse, than the words which I have just read ?
In these words Mosks, by divine direction, re-
quired of the children of Israel, annually to com-
memorate the day of their deliverance from the
Egyptain bondage, which may be considered the
day on which their National Indcpendence com-
menced. ‘They had becn a nation peculiarly fa-



.

vored of heaven. TFrom a single family, or rather
from a single pair, they had becn incrcused to a
numerous and powerful nation.  They had passed
through a variety of scencs, in allwhich they cx-
perienced, in a peculiar degree, the favor and
protection of Gon. These signal mercies demand-
cd of them special acknowledgments.  They
were requircd, therefore, to do and observe a
number of things, as memorials of particular fa.
vors which they hadrcceived. But as their de-
liverance from the bondage cf Fgypt was anevent,
in which the divine interpositicn was remarkably
visible, and laid the foundation of their existence,
as an independent nation, they were required to
observe the day, on which it tocok place, as a
stending memorial of thie divine grnedness, And
have not we, also, my hearers, experienced, asa
nation, signul interpositions of divine Providence,
inour fuvor.  And ought not we to obscrve, as
the Jews were required to do, the day on which
commenced our national existence, as a memorial
of the divine goodness ? We have not, mdeed,
as they had, an express divine command to do
this. But when we consider the similarity between
the favors, which the Jews, as a nation, received
at the hand of G>p, and those which have been
conferred on us, ¢ oes there not appear to be en cv-
ident propriety m it ?

What 1 propose, therefore, on the present ccca-
sion, is, inthe First place, to endeaver, more at
large, to shew the propricty of commemorating
the day of our National Independence, from a
com parison of the national favors, which we have
recelved, ot the hand of Gob, withthose which
were conferred on the Jews ;—and Secondly, to
point out some of the ends for which it ought to be
observed.

I. 'Then, let us make acomparison, in several
prominent particulars, between the nationzl favors
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conferred on the Jews, and those which we have
received, in order to see whether we have not rea-
son as well as they, to observe the birth-day of
our nation, asa memorial of the divine goodness.

1. There is a remarkable resemblance in the
origin which Gop has been pleased to give these
nations respectively. Inthe book of Nehemial,*
it is said, ¢ Thou art the Lorp the Gop, who
didst choose Abram, and broughtest him out of
Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of
Abraham.” This choice is more, particularly ex-
pressed in the book of Genesis.t ““Now the
Lorp had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, aud {from thy kindred, and from thy
father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee.
And I will make of thee a great nation, and Iwill
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing.”” What a distinguished favour was
it to the Jews, that Gop should condescend to call
Abraham, the father of their nation, from an igno-
rant and superstitious land, into a land soon to be
illuminated with the light of truth; to deliver
him from the stupid worship of idols ; to commu-
aicate to him a knowledge of his true character ;
and to call him to that pure and spiritual worship,
which alone can Le acceptable, in the eyes of a per-
fect Gop ; to call him from a land, in which he
had probably few possessions, to give him and his
posterity ar. extensive and fertile country 2 But
have such signal blessings been confined to the
posterity of Abraham ? Has not our uwn nation
cxperienced similar ones ? Is there not a striking
resemblance, in several particulars, between the
origin of our own nution and that of the Jews ? As
Gop called Abraham to leave his countrv, and his
kindred, and his father’s house, to go and settle in
a distant land, and among an idolatrous people ; so
he put it into the hearts of our ancestors, the found-

* Neh. ix. 7. 1 Gen. xii. 1, 9.
A2



@

ers of our nation, to leave their countiy, their kind-
red, and the houses of their fathers, to settle in
this distant land, inhabited, at that time, by an
wlolatrous people. The object for which Abra.
ham was directed to leave his native country, and
micrate to a distant one wasto establish the wor-
ship of the true Gon, and reise up a nation, amon
whom the knowledge of the true religion should be
universally diffused, and who should be the means
of transmitting it down to many future generations.
Similar to this was the object of our ancestors,in
leaving the land of their nativity and migrating to
this. Being denicd the free exercise of their re-
ligion, in their own country, and sceing no pros-
pect that the situation of their posterity would be
better, in this respect, than their own, they thought
that it was clearly the intimation of heaven, that
they should leave their country, and their kindred
and the houses of their fathers, and go to a land
that Gopshould show them. 'They accordingly
turned their eyes on America, as a land clearly
pointed cut by the finger of heaven, to be an assy-
ium from religious persecution, alandin which they
might establish the worship of the true Gobp, in its
purity ; ir which they might enjoy the privileges of
the true religion,teachits doctrines to their children,
and providc such laws and institutions, as would,
with the blessing of heaven upon them, secure
these privileges to their posterity, for many gener-
ations. And the event has hitherto proved, that
they were not mistaken, in their conjectures.

2. There is a great resemblance between the
lands in which the two nations were established.
That to which Abraham was called is described by
Moses* as *“a good land, a land of brooks of water,
of fountains, and depths that spring out of vallies
and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines,
and fig- trees, and pomegranates ; a land of oil-olive
and honey ; aland in which thou shalt eat bread

* Deaut. viji. 79,
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without scarceness; thou shalt not lack any thing
in it ; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose
hills thou mayest dig brass.” How similar to
this is the land in which we live? Itis indeed “a
good land,” of a strong and fertile soil, and beauti-
fully variegated with hills and vallies ; with moun-
tains and rivers. Itis ¢“aland of wheat and bar-
ley,” producing not only these, but many other
erains as well as herbs and vegetables of great use
in supporting the lives of men and beasts. It does
not indeed produce, in great abundance, ‘¢ vines,
figs, pomegranates or oil-olive,” though these might
doubtless be easily cultivated, and probably will
be, at some future period, in the southern parts of
the United States ; but it produces a great variety
of other fruits, as conducive to cur comfort andhap-
piness as these.  Itisa land in which we ¢ eat
bread without scarceness,”a land in which a general
want of bread is as seldom experienced, probably,
as any in the world. It s a land, of whose inhab-
itants it may be said, with more truth probably,
than of the inhabitants of any other, that they do
““ not lack any thing init, a land whose stones are”
literally ** iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest
dig brass.”

3. There is a great resemblance, in the manner,
in which the two nations came into possession of
their respective countries. With regard to the
Jews, this is noticed by an inspired writer in the fol-
lowing words, ¢ and madest a covenant with him,
to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebuzites,
and the Gergashites, to give it, I say, to his seed,
and hast performed thy words ; for thou art right-
eous.”*  In these words are mentioned a number
of the heathen nations, whose lands Gop gave to
the seed of Abraham, and whom he drove out be-
forc them. Inlike manner Gop gave toour fore-

*Neh ix 8
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tuthers and their descendants, the lands of those
heathen nations, who formerly inhabited this coun-
trv, and drove out the heathen before them.

I would not be understood to intimate that our
ancestors were commissioned, by heaven, as the
Israclites were, to take possession of the lands be-
longing to the natives of this country, without an
honest purchase. Nor do I believe that this was
done, in any considerable degree. This was the
opinion of the late learned and pious Doct. StILES,
President of Yale College, who was better inform-
ed on this subject, probably, than any other man,
in America, or Europe.

After much investigation, intc this subject, he
was fully convinced, that all the lands in the older
settlements of this country, and, if I do not misre-
member, in the whole of New England, with per-
haps a few trifling exceptions, were obtained of the
natives, either by rightful conquest, or a fair pur-
chase; and that a considerable proportion of thesc
were purchased two or three times, by the first sct-
tlersor their descendants.

By rightful conquest, it is presumed he intendcd
nothing more than that, when the natives provoked
an unjust war, and were defeated, the Europeans
might justly take, by right of conquest, such a
share of the lands, which they had overrun, as
would,in some measure, indemnify them for the
expense and losses to which they had been sub-
jected.  Although our ancestors had no right to
take away the lands of the natives, without an ade-
quate consideration, yet as the lands were of little
worth to them, from their manner of life, justice
did not require that this consideration should be
great, This is the way in which Gob gave to our
forefathers the lands of the heathen, and drove out
the nations before them.

And the immediate hand of Gop was scarcely
less visible, in their establishment in this country,
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than it was, in the establishment of the Israelites,
in the land of Canaan. To convince any one of
this, nothing more is necessary, than to read the
history of the settlement of this country, by our
forefathers, and sce the hardships which they éndur-
ed, the difliculties which thev surmounted, and the
dangers to which they were exposed—at one time,
in danger of perishing, by faminec ; at another, by
the inclemency of the scason; now threatened with
extermination, by a sweeping sickness, and then by
the treacherous and sanguinary savages. Let any
one, I say, call to mind these difficulties through
which the Lorn supported them, and these dang-
ers out of all which the .orp delivered them, and
iie cannot but be convinced, that the hand of Gob
was hardly less visible, in the establishment of our
nation in thisland, than it was, in establishing the
Jzws in the land of promise.

4. The two nations have experienced similar
deliverances from threatened bondage. When the
children of Isruel were greatly oppressed in Egypt,
and ‘“ sighed by reason of their bondage,” ¢ and
their cry came up to Gop, by reason of their bond-
age, he heard their groaning and remembered his
covenant.” He wrought therefore many wonders to
deliver them out of the hands of the Egyptians,
and establish them, in the promised land. Ineffec-
ting these objects, such signal displays were made
of the power, majesty and goodness of Gob, as
ought to have secured the everlasting obedience,
tove and gratitude of the Jewish nation. But have
there not been similar displays of the divine power
and goodness, towards the nation to which we
belong ? Has there not been a time when, like the
Israelites, we were oppressed and afflicted ? When
as we became, like them ¢ fruitful, and encreased
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding
mighty, and the land was filled with us,” the gov-
crnment under which we lived said among them.
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selves, as the king of Egyptsaid to his people,
“ Behold the people of” America are becoming
“more and mightier than we. Come on, let us
deal wisely with them ; lest they multlph, and it
come to pass, that, w ‘hen there falleth out any
war, they join also unto our enemies, and ﬁght
against us, and so get them up out of the land ?°#
that is, in other words, throw off our yoke and
free themselves from our dominion.  Did they
not therefore ¢ set over us’ as it were *‘task-
masters to afflict us with burdens 2”7 And were
we not required, if not to build *‘trcasure cit-
1cs,” for their king, at lcast, to fill his treasury ?
Wasnot an attempt made to check our rapid in-
crease, in numbers and strength, by unjust and ab-
surd laws, as was the case with the Israclites ?
Were we not deprived of some of cur most in:por-
tant rights and privileges, and reduced to a con.
dition little better than that of slaves? In this op-
pressed and degraded condition, did not the God of
our fathers appear for us? Did he not send us a
Mosks to deliver us from our bondage, and go be-
fore us, till we were established, an independant
nation, in the land which Gop had given to our
fathers 2 Did he not, as it were, ¢ divide the sca”
of trouble and perplexity, which lay before us, and
“lead us through on dryland,” and, at the samc
time, overwhelm our encmies, in the depths of 1t ?
May not the war, by which cur indcpendence was
obtained, be fitly compared to a wilderness, through
which the Lord our Gon cuided and supported us
many years, in 2 manner almost as evider. tly mira-
culous, as that was, in which the Israclitcs were
supported ?

Like the children of Israel also, we have been
rapidly increascd, as a nation. ¢ Their children
also multxphcdst thou as the stars of heaven,”” said
the Levites, in the days of Nehemiah, And the

* Exo0d.1.9. 10
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declaration may be considered as a record of wne
fuifillment of the promise,which Gup made to Abra-
fam, when he first called him to leave hisown coun.
try, and go toone ‘! which he should show him.”
«"And I will make thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing.”® Is not this precisely the
case with our own nation? Have rot our children
been ¢ multiplied, as the stars of heaven’ ? And
have wec not become ““ a great nation ?””  So true
is this, that no nation onthe globe, since the early
ages of the world, has been found to increase, in
numbers, so fast as that to which we belong. But
we have not only become a great nation, in num-
bers, but also, in wealth, power, and useful im-

rovements. It is less than two centuries, since
the founders of our nation landed on the shores of
America, a small, poor, and feeble baud of adven-
turers. 'This handful of people has grown into
a nation exceeding seven millions in number; a-
bounding, in the means of subsistence; blessed
with a prospernus agriculture ; possessed of many
valuable manufactures ; and favored with a com-
merce which hasflourished bevond all former ex-
ample, sothat, previous to the late embarrassments
whieh it has experienced, we were the second com-
mercial nation, on the globe. A nation whose
power and strength have so increased, that, in a
just cause, with wise councils and union among
themselves, they have nothing to fear. from the at-
tacks of the most powerful nations of the world.—
A nation among whose peaple uscful knowledge
and domestic enjoyment are nore widely diffused,
than among any other——and which exceeds all oth-
crs in the justice and excellency of its civil and ec-
clesiastical institutions.—Has not Gop then fulfilled
to o.r ancestors, what he promised to Abraham ?
-5 ae not ““ made them a great nation, and blessed

* Gen. xii. 2.
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them, and made their name great,” and have they
not been a great blessing ?

6. The last point of resemblance between the
divine favors bestowed on us, and those which were
bestowed on the children of Israel, of which I shall
take notice, on this occasion, relates to blessings of
a religious nature. These are noticed in the fol-
lowing werds, in that address of the Levites, rc-
corded by Nehemiah, which has been before quoted.
““ Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and
spakest with them from hcaven, and gavest them
right judgments and true laws, good statutes and
commandments : and madest known unto them
thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts,
statutes, and laws, by the hand of Mosxs thy ser-
vant,” ‘ Thou gavest also thy good spirit to in-
struct them.”*  The Jews, in temporal blessings,
were a highly favored people. But, in religious
privileges and spiritual blessings,they were pre-emi-
nently distinguished.  While the nations around
them were enveloped, in the darkness and ignorance
of heathenism, prostrating themselves before stu-
pid and senseless idols, they enjoyed the true reli-
gion, and werc partakers of the numerous blessings,
temporal and eternal, which fiow from it. With
much propriety therefore, were favors, of this de-
scription, enumerated among the signal blessings
which God had bestowed, on the Jewish nation.—
But have our religious privileges and blessings been
inferior to theirs ? Have they not been even great.
er ? The Jewish dispensation, though revealed from
heaven, was attended with considerable obscurity ;
ioaded with many expensive and burdensome
rites ; and taught some of its important doctrines,
only by types and figures. But the Christian dis-
pensation comes to us, attendedynth such a.hl.aze of
moral light, as banishes obscurity, and exhibits the

* Neh. ix. 13, 14, 20.
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doctrines and duties of religion, in the most plain
and convincing point of view. This is the glo.
rious dispensation under which we live. For the
enjoymeat of this unmolested, our ancestors left
their native country, and migrated to this. Here
they established the institutions of this religion. in
their original purity and simplicity. Here they
made such laws and regulations as to give great
support to the cause of virtue and religion, and, at
the same time. to secure to every member of the
community, the invaluable privilege, of worship-
ing God, according to the dictates of his conscience.
Owing to these wise regulations, under God, we
have since enjoyed the stated preaching of the gos-
pel ; had the public obseivance of the sabbath
sanctioned by law ; amd, in general, have enjoyed
all the means which God has appointed, for secure.
ing immortal life and endless glory, in the kingdom
of heaven. In this way has God ¢¢spoken with us
from heaven,’ and ¢ given us right judgments and
true laws, good statutes and commandments, and
made known unto us his holy sabbath.”” He hag
also ¢ given us his good Spirit to instruct us,”’ =
Fcew notions, if any, have probably been more
blessed, in this respect, than our own. From the
first setiement of our ancestors, in this land, we
hiv: reason to believe, that a considerable propor-
tion of our people have truly, as they have pro-
fessedlv, embraced the gospel.  And all who have
so donc, owe it to God who has given them his
¢ good byirit to mstruct them.?? Owing to the
instruction and operation of the Spirit of God, hoig
many stnue:s, in the warious parts of our Jang,
since its first settlement have been awakencd, con-
verted and sanctified—how many saints comforted
—how many churches foimed and increased—how
many reviyats of religion produced—ina word,
how many imﬁmrtal sows haye been delivercd
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from ¢ tlic bondage of corruption’? and been made,
partakers of the heavenly calling—how many have
-“ washed their robes, in the blood of the Lamb,*’
ind gone to dwell, with the saints in light.

From this slight comparison of the history of
our own nation with that of the Jews, how strong
1 resemblance does there appear to be, between the
divine favors which each has received. Have we
not then equal occasion with them, to observe the
nirth day of our independence, as an annual me-

.morial of the divine goodness ? This leads me to
the other head of my discourse, viz.

II. To point out some of the ends, which ought
to be'kept in view, in our observance of this day.
On this, as I have already taken up considerable of
your time, I shall aim to be as brief, as'is consist-
ent with doing moderate justice to the subject.

1. One end of its observance ought to be, ro im-
press on our minds,. a sense of the obligations
which we are under, to our Great Benefactor, for
the distinguished privileges and blessings which he
has bestowed on us, as a nation. "I'hat these are
numerous and great wiil be acknowledged by all.
It is abunduntly evident, from the .slight review of
our national history, which we have just taken.—
Where, let me ask, is the nation, on the globe,
which, from the beginning of its existence, has en-
joyed, in an equal degree, the smilesof Divine
Providence upon it 2 Where is there one which
even now, notwithstanding the embarrassments and
losses to which we have been lately subjected, by

_the unrighteous edicts of the European belliger-
ents, enjoys such a profusion ‘of blessings, public
and private, as that to which we belong ? And have

. we no returns to make for such favors 2 Are we
‘under no obligation even to acknowledge them ?
And if they ought to be acknowledged, as all will

. admit, surely it ought to be done for the sake of
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‘impressing, on our minds, adeeper sense of the
obligations we arc under, to our Divine Benefactor,
as well as manifesting our gratitude for the favors
bestowed. In this way, will these privileges and
favors prove blessings to us.  But if they are re.-
ceived without acknowledgement, or gratitude, on
our part, they will become curses to us instead of
blessings—they will render us obnoxious to the
divine displeasure and will probably soon be tuken
fiom us, asa just forfeiture for our ingratitude and
abuse of the favors bestowed upon us.

2, Another end at which we ought to aim, in our
obscrvance of this day, is to learn the value of the
privileges which we enjoy. Without a just esti-
mate of the privileges, with which we are favored,
we shall neither be duly grateful for them, nor duly
anxious to preserve them. But what can have a
greater tendency to teach us the value of these, than
a proper celebration of the day, on which they werc
secured to us.  On this day, we are unavoidably
reminded of the toils, and dangers, and sufferings
by which they were obtained. In imagination,
we retrace the steps, by which our independence,
and the invaluable privileges consequent upon it,
were obtuined.  And when we call to mind the ex-
pence of bleod and treasure, at which they werce
purchased, we almost irresistibly form a high esti-
mate of their value, and involuntarily resolve to
fear no sacrifice which may be nccessary for their
dcfence and preservation.  This disposition, in
the people at large, is of great importance to the
security of ourrights and privileges, For the mo-
ment, in which the body of the people begin tc
undervalue these, that moment our danger of losing
them commences. If therefore, the liberties and
privileges for which our fathers and brothers have
suffered and fought, and bled, and there are many
present I trust, who shared with them in their suf-



16

ferings and dangers, and who therefore know, by
experience, what they were—If I say, these liber-
ties and privileges are worth preserving, it isof
great importance, that the great body of our peo-
ple should have an high estimate of their value.—
And this ought to be one great end to be aimed at,
in the celebration of this day.

3. Another end of this day’s celebration should
be, e promotion of unien and harmony, in socie-
ty. In a free government, where all have the lib-
erty of thinking for themsclves, and frecly ex-
pressing the opinions which they entertain, there
vill be a variety of sentiments among the people.
"This will be the case with respect to religion, mor-
uls, literature and almost every subject on which
men think. Buwt it will be especially the case,
with respect to politicks, and the administration of
the government under which they live.  This will
procuce political parties.  Accordingly we find
that, in all {rce governments, both ancient and
modern, the people have been more or less divided
11 sentiment, with respect to the nature and ad-
ministration of government. Political parties
therefere may be considered, as inseparable from
a free goverument,  Nor, when kept within prop.
er Jimits, is there any evil to be apprehended from
them. ‘They will operate as a check upon each
other—promote free enquiry into the mcasures of
government—kecp alive a spirit of vigilance a-
mong the people, and thereby prevent taem from
settling down into that state of apathy and sccurity
which is so dangerous to the libertics of a nation,
But the danger is, that they will not be kept within
due bounds, but produce acrimony, bitterness and
hatred, in society. From cvery thing of this kind,
the most serious cvils are to be apprehended. It
should thercfore be one great part of the business
of this dav, to allay party spirit, the bane of repub-
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.acan governments, to heal political divisions, and
to promote union, friendship and love, beiween
neighbours and fellow citizens—those who are
hound together by the common ties of interest and
duty, and who ought, therefore, however divided
in sentiment, on political measures, to be united
in the bonds of mutual affection. And how well
adapted to this object, is the occasion of thisday !
It is a national day—the day which gave birth to
our freedom and independence, as a state—a day
in which all parties, however divided on other sub-
jects, feel, or ought to feel, a common interest.
Why can we net then, on this day, bury all party
animosities and prejudices, and unite as friends,
{ellow citizens and brethren, in grateful acknowl-
cdgements to the Aurnor of all good, for our
common blsssings. 'What would be more likely
to promote our union, strength, and interest as a
ration 2 What more likely to mcet the approba-
tion of our M AKER, securc his favor, and thus be
instramental of perpetuating the blessings and
privileges which weenjoy ? especially if the day
should be made, as it ought to be, a religious fes.
tival? And what more proper method of celebrat-
ing this anniversary, than for every minister of the
gospel, to assemble, with his congregation, in the
hous: of God, or, where circumstances would per-
mit, for two or three ministers with their congre-
gations toassemble together in a cony enient place,
aind perform public worship, in a manner appro-
priate to the occasion.  Jf this should be the uni-
versal method of commemorating the birth day of
our National Independence, we may c«nfidently
pronounce that it wouwld be as useful and honora-
ble to us,and as likely to secure us the favor of
heaven, as any of those methods of commemorat-
a7 it, which have usually been practised.

4. In order to “* remember this dey*’ in a becom-

b: 7}
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ing and profitable manner ; we should endeavour
to make it instrumental of tcaching us how we
may perpetucte the favors which we enjoy. This
is one of the most important ends which we cap
have in view, in the commemoration of this day,
If we have been litherto favored, with peculiar
blessings and privileges, it is desn‘uble they should
be continued.  If independence and a free gov-
ernment are of any-value, it is important that we
take means to preserve them. And what can be
a morc proper end to be kept in view, In commem.
orating the day which gave them birth, than a
discovery of the mecans, by which they may be
perpetuated.  On this account, the exercises of
the day should cver be adapted, ina greater or less

degree, to this end.  In pursnance cf this object,
I proceed tonotice a few things, which appear im.-
portant if notindispensable, to the perpetuity of the
privileges and blessings which we enjoy, in our

highly favored country,

1. Repentance and reformation, as a pecpie, arc
of the first importance to the prolongation and
perpetuity of our privileges and blessings.  Not.
withstanding we enjoy distinguished divine favors,
nothing is more certain, than that we are an un-
grateful and sinful people. Like Jeshurun of old,
we have ¢¢ waxed fat and kicked.”  Viee and -
morality greatly abound in ourland. The author-
ity of God is contemned ; his laws broken with-
out remorse ; the holy sabbath openly and shame-
lessly viclated ; and, by many, the ordinances of
rchgr\-\ nc"k:ctcd and despised. ¢ Shall not the
Lord visit for these things 7”7 Yes, my hearcrs,
he will assuredly do it, if we do net speedily re-
peat and reform. He 1s a merciiul and lm}'r suf.
fering God, and +“waiteth to be gracious.” But
his paticnce will h.wc an cnd.  The sw ord of di-
vine dustive will not elways sleep in its scabbard



1Y

Already do we cxperience manifest tokens of his
displeasure.  Among these the cmbarrassed state
of our forcign commerce and domestic business,
the threatening aspect of our public afiairs, and the
animosity of party dissentions awmong us, are not
the lcast. However these evils may have been
brought upon us, through the wstrumentality of
means, they must be regarded as ultimately of the
Lord, and expressions of his displeasure—¢¢ shall
there be evil in the city and the Lord hath not
done it 2’ And whatever may be said of different
systeras of policy, and however they may be con-
tended for, by one political partizan and another,
the surest way to remove the evils which we suf-
fer, and avert those with which we are threatened,
is universal repentance of sin, and reformation of
morals. For itis a fact as cvident from the histo-
ry of mankind, as it is clearly taught, in the ora-
cles of divine truth, that ¢ rightecusness cxalieth
A nation ; butsin is a reproach to,’? and will be
the rain of ¢ any people.”

2. The diffusion of knowledge, virtue and picty
among the people will have a great tendency to
produce this citect. Knowledge and virtue have
been emphatically termed the two pillars, on which
rests the fabric of a free goveinment.  Auwnd, with-
out these, it is certain that no free government can
iong exist. But piety or religion is also of great im-
portance to its permanency. Indeed evangelical
piety is the only sure foundation of virtue and sound
morality,  Whenever the bedy of the people be-
come ignorant, vicious and immoral, the freedom
and purity of elections will be distroyed ; unprinci-
pled and immoral men will get into public offices ;
the adiministration of the government will become
corrupt ; and the people will soan be prepared to
vow their nccks to the tyranical yoke of some as-
siring demagogue, who, with the smooth sounds
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of liberty, equality, and the rights of man, on i
tongue, will thrusta dagger into the vitals of the
.constitution, and sacrifice the liberties ot his couu-
try, on the alter of his ambition. Of this theve
are not wanting lamentable examples, in the histo-
ry of human governments. If we would shun the
same fatal catastrophe, we must endcavor, by every
aneans in our power, to diffuse knowladge, virtue,
and religion among every description of our citi.
zens, and cherish, with unabatmg regard and aflec-
tion, all those 1nstitutions which have for their ob-
ject these valuable and important ends.

3. We must endeavor to assuage the bitterness
of party amorg us. If this spirit is subered to
prevail it will surely prove the ruin of our country.
A free and temperate discussion of public meas.-
ures cannot, and ought not to be restrained. It is
necessary tothe security of the government. Bat
the discussionought notto dzscend to reproach and
invective. What need of odious names, and harsh

cpithets 2 They have no tendency to convince, or
persnade.  They serve only 10 widen the breach
which already exists, and to shut both the eyes and
«ars against the means of conviction ; and, as com-
monly used, are totally false in their application.
"IT'hie great body of the people, in the United States,
are neither fools nor Znguves, neither jacobins nor to-
ries.  They are sincere friends to the government
under which they live, and they love and cherish
the principles of the constitution. They would be
madmen to do otherwise. Their best interests
and dearest privileges are inseperably interwoven
- with the destinies of the goyvernment. Away then,
my brethren and friends, with these hard names
and cruel epithets ; they will be the ruin of our be-
loved country. Let public measures be freely and
‘horoughly canvassed, and all the light thrown on

them which xspossxblc. Let ellthe wisdom which
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the country contains be colletted, through the
medium of the press, like rays of light, by means
of the lens, into a common focus, for the benefit of
our political guides. Let the conduct, and char-
acters of public men, if necessary, be strictly scru-
tinized ; but let this process be conducted in a
tempeiate, menly, and candid manner, and with
the most scrupulous regard to justice and truth.
To conclude,—In ordet tc perpetuate the dis-
tinguished privileges and blessings which we en-
joy, we must renounce all foreign partialities, and
become truly American in our principles and fecl-
mgs.  From forecign nations we have nothing to
hope, but much to fear. Friendships between na.
ilons are ropes of sand. They are bound together,
by no ties but those of interest.  And if we rely
on any other, we shall be deceived, if not ruined.
But us we ought not to indulge partialities for for-
eign nations, so neither ought we to harbor preju.
dices against them. Let us treat them according
to the great laws of justiceand charity ; always put-
ting as favorable a construction upon their public
acts, as their former conduct, and present evidence
will permit,  But let us firmly and steadily resist
cvery encroachment on our rights and privileges,
iully believing that every relinquishment of these
vill only inv.te new aggressions. ket us rally
around the standard of our own government, and
when its mcasures appear to be wise and equita-
ble, support 1t with all our power and influence,
and if, in any case, they should appear weak and
anjust, let us cndeavor, in a peaceable and consti-
tutional sway, to secure a different administration
of it in future, I will only add my fervent prayer,
that that A/mighry and Everlasting Being who holds
the destinies of nations in his hand, would be pieas-
«d to continue the smiles of his Providence upon
us; that he would save us from domestic divisions
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and foreign enemies; make us a wise, holy, and

happy people ; and grant that our present privileg.
es and blessings may be enjoved, Ti1LL STATES
AND EMPIRES SHALL BE NO MORE.

FINIS,



