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NorTHFIELD, July 5. 8135.
Rev. Sir—We have the pleafure to prefent you thethanks
of «“ The Wathingtor. Benevolent Society of the County of
Franklin in the Town of Northfield,” for your patriotic O-
ration, this day delivered, and folicit a copy for publication.
Your’s refpectfully, ,

CYRUS WASHBURN,

OBADIAH DICK:!NSON, 1(: I
SAMUEL PRENiIsS, ‘ OMMITTEE.
THOMAS POWER, J

Rewv. Festus Foster.

NorTHFIELD, July 6, 1813.

GENTLEMEN,
In complying with your requeft, permit me to affure

you of the high fenfe I entertain of your approbation, and

that of the Society which you reprefent.
FESTUS FOSTER.

Cyrus Washburn,
(badiah Dickinson, Esq. |
Capt. Willitum Burnet, fr.  p Committce.
Doct. Samuel Prentiss, !
Thomoes Power, Lsq. i
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THIRTY-SEVEN years have rolled away

fince you declared yourlclves an independent people, and

aflumed a rank and narae among the nations of the earth.
You were then few in number, deftitute of the means and
refources of war, and without any conftitution or efficient
government. But you were virtuous, united, brave, and
refolved to be free. Your caufe was juft ; your beft men
commanded your armies and guided your councils; and
your fuccefls was complete and glerious.  You took up arms
in defence of your lawful and conftitutional rights ; and
when thefe were fecured—when your perfons, your fire-
fides, and your altars were f{afe, you laid cown your arms
and returned to the occupation of peace. No vilionary
ichemes of foreign conqueft inflated your breaits. The
dreary wilds of Canada and Florida had no charms to filch
from you the blood of your {fons and treafures of your
country. ‘To organize your national and ftate govern-
ments, to provide for the payment of the debt contracted
during the war, and to fecure to yourfelves and your chil.
dren the fair inheritance already acquired, were defervedly
the objects of your attention. But few years had elapfed,
when thefe objects were apparently accomplithed.  Contli-
tutions for the government of the refpective ftates and of
the nation were deliberately framed and adopted, and a {y{-
tem of finance deviied, by which the payment of the nation-

al debt was made eafy and fure. 'The wifdom aund puritv
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of the fir{t adminiftration had gained fuch entire contidence
of the pecple, that tiie glory of Colunbia was the enraptur-
ing theme of every peet and orator. This anniveriary was
2 nit‘g‘irgt_ml jubilee, on which was rehearfed the oppreflion of
theto inf;’nt cclonies, the tyranny of the mother country,
the braverv of your heroes, the triuinph of your arms, and
the eftablithment of your freedom and independence. Ela-
ted with the recoliection of the paft, you extended your
views to the future, and anticipated the proud eminence
which you were foon tn hoid among the nations.  You be-
heid the vaft forefts falling before your flurdy fons, your
herds teeding on a thoufand hi}l's, your vallies of corn wav-
ing before the wind, yor: temples and {eminaries of learn-
ing rifing to view, your populous fea-coaft defended from
invafion, your fleets waft:ng your {urplus produce to every
land, and returning laden with the riches and luxuries o_.f
the world.

‘While you were 1n the full tide of political profperity, and
aboui to realize all that you anticipated, the furies of the
bottomleis pit were let loofe upon the French nation ; de-
lufion and frenzy, fanctified by the names of reafon and
philofophy, feized their minds, and their whole country be-
came 2 field of blood. Their ill-fated Monarch, who aided
us in our truggle for Independence was led to the {caffold ;
their Queen znd nobles followed ; the minifters of religion
were required to abjure their faithin a God and Savior, or
bow their necks to the Guillotine. Having exterminated
the whole race of royalty and nobility, and confifcated their
eftates, ¢ the rabble became the fupreme powers.”  The

vold and 1mpiocus, who ¢ neither feared God nor regarded
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man,” were exalted te the higheft pofts of honor and pow.
er. The arbiirary edicts of five hundred apni}\ . itbertines,
and atheifts, were the republicanifm of France. The power
to correct and execute any perfon on fufpicion, without : he
formality of a trial, was their /ibe #y and equality. The con-
folicg Joctrine that there is no Infpector and Judge of hu-
man actions, and that men may not only Jive, but die like
brutes, was their »ea/en and philofophy.  Their mif named re-
public foon admitred confular digniries, and their firft Con-
ful foon became a defpot, threw oft' the difguife and took
the crown and title of King and Emperor. This moft tre-
mendous revolution, fo far from meliorating the condi-
tion of that infatuated people. has given them in ex-
change for a ftable and temperate monarchy, the motft ab-
folute and {anguinary defpotifm. There is not a man in the
kingdom whom their Corfican Ufurper may niot put to death
with impunity, rot, female whofe virtue 15 fecure from his
rapacity. With him oaths and compacts are idle tales,
tears and fupplications excite no compailion, the ties of
friendfhip and bands of wedlock are brittle threads, religion
and law, life and death depend on his paflicn & caprice. He
makes and deprefles kings and popes at pleafure, maflacres
princes and peafants, individuals and multitudes, wichout
difcrimination.

Not content with the mifery and ruin of their own coun-
trv, the infuriated men of France have extended their
views to other nations, and by intrigue, corruption and vi-
olence, affailed the thrones and monarchies, the conftitu-
tions and liberties of all Europe. Republics, kingdoms, and

empires weye toru {from their old toundations, and buuicd
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in objivion, The continent was plundered of its -vealth,
and diﬁribj‘ed to a horde of vaflal kings. England was
left aione to refift the overwhelming torrent and fave the
fhattered remnants of civil liberty. That little iile, like the
ark of Noah refting upon the flood, was the orly place of
refuge from the general inundation ; axd on the preferva-
tion of her cargc were founded the laft hopes of the moral
and civilized world. ¢ The ocean has long blazed around
her ; the navies of the world have difgorged their thunders
at her breaft,” but, fhielded by a gracibus providence, the
rides in triumph over the wrecks of her enemies,and emer-
ges unhurt from the fmoke and flames that furround her.
Nor was the ambition of France to be refirained within
the boundaries of Europe. She has croiled the Atlantic and
practiced her fedudtive arts upon the American govern-
ment. Her baneful influence was early felt in the oppofi-
tion made to WasHING roN’s proclamation of neutrality, in
the greater oppofition to the Britifh treaty which he appro-
vad, and under which we enjoyed unparralleled profperity,
and in the attempts made in Congrefs to introduce com.
mercial regulations, by which a decided preference was to
be given to our intercourfe with France, to the injury of
Great Britain. The inflexible virtue of Was:iinG 1oN, and
the temporary firmnefs of Apawms, preferved our honor un-
{ullied ; but expofed us to the wrath of the ter/ible Republic.
She demanded money of our envoys, as a preliminary to
negociation, and attempted to enforce the demand by me-
nacing us with the vengeance of her arms.  Finding her de-
figns upon our government defeated, {he refolved to change

our adminiftration, and to give us men {ubfervient to her
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views. To effect this the employed her arts and her emii-
faries to excite Jifcontents among the people and create a
belief that our rulers were aiming at defpotic power.—
W asHING 10N was denounced as a hypocrite and a tlaito/—
ADAawms as a monavehift and an incendiary.  Mr. JeFFERSON, a
naturalized citizen of France, and an admirer of their new
government and philofophy—the enemy of WasHinG1ON
and of the Confitution; was defignated to bring thefe States
under tke control and dire@ion of France. * Wait,” faid
one of her ditinguithed citizens,* < Wait, til! election is vver,
and then you may do as you pleafe ; fo we fhall have a Prefident
fomou pa tizans. We fball bave M. Jeffevfon, and then the
“eouncils of Amevica will be ours.”” This projed, alas! was too
fuccefsful. They have had a Prefident from their own par-
tizans ; they have had Mr. Jerrerson : and from that day
the councils of America have been theirs, and they have done
with us as they pleafed. They have corrupted and divided
our citizens, drained our treafury, burnt our fhips, imprif-
oned our feamen, annihilated our commerce, violated trea-
ties and promifes, infulted our humble remonftrances, and
compelled us to embark with them in the war againft Eng-
land. All this we have borne with more than chriftian pa-
tience and {fubmiflion, and like {paniels, crouched to the met
that kicked us.

Mr. JerrersoN aflured us, on leaving the prefidency, tha:
his pupil and fucceflor, Mr. Mabison, was pledged to pur-
fue the policy which he had adopted. The hiftory of our
government, during the adminiftration of thefe two French

citizens and partizans, is a hiftory of the decline and degra-

* Dupont.
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dation of the United States. The former, by his own con-
feflion, found the government  in the full tide of fuccefs.
ful experiment ;”” and yet radically changed the policy of
his predecefiors. When our treaty with England expired
by its own limitation, -he refufed to renew it. When a new
one, negociated by his own minifters, was offered for his
acceptance, he inftantly rejeted and returned it, without
confulting his conititutional council. 'When France by her
ediéts violated our rights as a neutral nation, he humbly ac-
quiefced. When, twelve morths afterwards, in confe-
quence of cur fubmiflicn, England iflued her retaliatory
Orders in Counc'il, his indignation was kindled, and the
Napoleon wariare againft her commerce commenced.

‘That bafe hypocrify and duplicity which have characterif-
ed the whole hiftory of the reftrictive fyftem, and the vile
expedients and artifices to which our adminiftration have
defcended, muft difguft men of all parties who have any re-
maining fenfe of honor and honefty, and ¢ damn” the men,
then in power, “ to éverlaﬁing fame.” Under the pretext
of faving our commerce from the increafed dangers to
which it was expofed on the ocean, we were commanded to
go into “ dignified retirement,” and fleep over cur moul-
dering produce. No intimation was given that this was
defigned to be a hoftile meafure againft England. Our
minifter on the contrary, was inftructed to reprefent 1t to
that government as a regulation purely municipal. Still
the moft effetual means were employed to cut off our trade
with that pation by Jand as well as by fea; and when the

commercial ftates entered their loud and folemn remon-

firance againft the ruinous meafure, the mafk was thrown



9

off, we were accufed of advocating the caufe of England, the
meafure was confefled to be an intended a& of warfare a-
gainft that nation, and its failure to extort from her the re-
peal of her retaliatory edidls, its very confy/fent authors and
friends gravely imputed to our charge. 'ihus did our Vir-
ginia Statefmen, attempt to carry on a difguifed warfare be-
tween the commercial States and Great Britain, without
the knowledge of either. This was truly a philofophical ex
periment, and worthy of its renowned projectors ; but un-
fortunately, the commercial ftates, being impregnated with
a little common fenfe, produced an explofion, burit the reftrica
tive crucible, and defeated the grand defign.

From that moment every difcerning politician faw that a
war with England was inevitable. Not becaufe the had g1Va
en us any new or juft provocation ; but becaufe the Imperi-
al Defpot of France had demanded it from our pufillani.
mous adminiftration, and they had too plainly fhewn that
they dare not refift his mandate. He had already burne
our {hips and {equeftered forty millions of our property ta
punifh us for our hefitancy and delay. When called upon
to explain this wanton violation of treaty and national law,
he upbraided usas ¢ a people without honor or policy,” and
fit only to be infulted ; he aflured us of his determination
that ** there fhould be no neutrals”—that if we heartily en-
tered into his Continental Syftem, or ¢ caufed our rights to
be refpe&ed, he would favor our commerce, otherwife it

{hould be driven from the occan.”

His Continental Syflem
was to exclude Britifh 200ds from all countries under his

influence or jurifdiétion. No fooncr was his Imperial pleaf-
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~ed the non-intercourfe law, and frankly avowed it to be g
meafure o- wartare againft England, and defigned, ke the
embargo, to force her to repeal her retaliatory edicts.  But
that noone alt of our government, howaver partial and un-
juft, might not be marked with the national charaslteriftics
of hypocrify and deception, this was pretended to be found-
ed upon the previous repeal of the French ed:cts, which our
government knzw, or might have krnown, were  the funda.

b

mental laws of the Erench empire,” and in their fulleft ex-
tent enforced againft us. In proof of this they had the de-
clar :tion of the Emperor hLimfeif ; the explanation of his
miniiter, that “as there was no exception in favor of us in
the decrees themfelves, there could be none in their opera-
tion ;> they had alfo the decifions of his court of prizes,
and knew the praétice of his naval officers. So conicious
was Mr. Mapison that the pretended repezl was a bafe fab-
rication and impofition, that he would not fuffer the Secre-
tary of State to make any inquiries of the French ambafla-
dor. There were good reafuns for his not hazarding a con-
tradiction, where he might well expect it. Prudence for-
bade an untimely detection of the fraud, which might have
fruftrated the premeditated war with England. He might
alfo indulge the hope that his Imperial Majefty would fo far
extend clemency and compaflion, to a French citizen ard
partizan, as not to expofe him to public infamy and fcorn.
In this however he has been difappointed. Neither pa-
tience and fubmiflion under his moft humiliating infults,
nor a ferocious and upjuft war againft his mortal foe, nor

the melting eloquence of our poetic ambaflidor, were able

to avert from our Prefident the Emperor’s unequivocal tef-
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Did Mr. Mapison 5lufh, or feel remorfe, or indu'ge any
anxiety that his reputation was injured by this ? Not a whit.
In the character of a2 modern philofopher, or Virginia Prefl-
ident, truth and morality are but {mall and indifferent in.
gredients. “ The end fantifies tue means.” If war with
England is effected the illuminated philofopher cares not
how.

Had not all pretenfions to truth, honor, and decency been
previously forfeited, they muft have found a certain grave
in that ever memorable manifefto, fetting forth the caufes
of the war. To call up the old quarrel about the Chefa.
peake, which had long fince been amicably adjufted,—to
rave and fhew the world how madmen a&, becaufe the Brit-
ith would not repeal their edits without fome evidence of
the repeal of her enemy’s, when, by the Emperor’s tefti-
mony, he has that evidence in his pocket, fecreted from
them, from Congrefs and the nation,—to figh over the mif-
fortunes of our feamen, when by his commercial reftric-
tions he had turned them naked into the world, and for-
ced them to take refuge in the Britith Navy,—to bring for-
ward without the fhadow of evidence, the malicious chargé
of exciting the favages to take up arms againit us, when we
had invaded the territory of thofe revengeful nations—and
_laft and worft of all, to exhibit that infipid drama, cailed
the « Henry PLOT”—that stale ftory of Treafon which a
modern Judas was hired to tell for fifty thoufand picces of fil-
ver, and Mr. Maprson himfelf the High-Prieft who cove-

nanted with him and paid the money argued, not that

there was a dire nece/fity to rufh to war, but rather that the

IIZ:@I'V{IMI’ was hm‘PRVpd nf paw u lonfe not aven that n{ ”)/I?Ué
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~ Other confiderations than 1nofe already fuggefied, might
have had their influence in producing the deciaration of war.
The commercial States protefted againft the reftrictive fyf-
tem with the {pirit of freemen who knew their rights and
were refolved not to furrender them without a {truggle.
Their loud remonftrances, enforced by their repreientatives
in Congrefs, had already excited terror in the Capitl, and
convinced our philofophers that they muft refort to fome
new experiment. They, therefore, refolved to declare war
and under the flimfy pretext that it would ther be treafon
againit the ftate to expofe a corrupt and imbecile 2dminis-
tration, they expected to take away the freedom of Speech
and of the Prefs, and compel the commercial States to con-
{ent to their ruin without a tigh. The mercenary {cribblers
in every proftitute Gazette defended this uiurpation upon
the moft facred rights of the people, and threatened all who
dared diflent with the fummary vengeance of a Prefidertial
mob. In the fouthern States our repabiican gentry actual-
ly embodied to filence the voice of reafon and the notes of
remonftrance, and moft inhumanly mangled and maffacred
fome of our beft and worthieft citizens. The civil and mil-
itary oflicers of a great city took no meafures to fuppreis the
outrage ; the Gazettes, which before threatened this ven-
geance, juflified the bloody deed ; and when arraigned be-

"‘)
fore the tribunals of juﬁic; to anfwer the demands of the

b

violated law, the culprits were told to ¢ Go in peace,” and

not even admonifhed to ¢ {in no more.”——Our mobs, or
national guards, in the northern States, were placed upon a
more refpetavble footing  They aflumed the name of < ar.

med volunteer aflociations,” and were placed, here and
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right of exprefling their opinion upon public men and meai-
ures. Thefe armed afiociations, by their own confeflion
countenanced, and their officers commiffioned by the Prefi-
dent of the United States, can be viewed in no other light
than his fpies, informers and executioners. 1In this light a-
lone are they entitled to confideration. Of themfelves they
are too contemptible tc excite either your hatred or your
fear ; and though they may gnafh their teeth, they dare
not touch a hair of your head.

The events which have tranfpired fince the declaration of
war, clearly prove two facts of a moft alarming nature ;—
that the o/fenfib/c reafons for which war was profefledly declar-
ed, were not the rea/ ones.—and that {o long as French parti-
zans have the alcerdancy in our councils, we can never ex-
pect a peace. Excepting the Britifh Orders in Council, we
had ne caufe of complaint againft that nation which did not
exiit under the fucceflive adminiftrations of Was:.1xGu
Abpauwms, and JecrERson 3 and yet neither of thefe Statelinen
recommended war. We had no caufe of complaint which
did not exift when the arrangement was made with Lr-
SKINE ; and yet Mr. Mai1s N n-ppmved that meafure and
never intimated that we had any juft caufe of war. Co-
temporary with the declaration of war, the Emperor of
France publifhed the repeal of his decrces, uponwhich
the Britith Cabinet revoked their Orders in Council,
and made propofitions to our government for an armiflice.
Now if the Orders in Council, had been the rea/ caufe ¢
war, we might have expected, ray we fhould have been 7.5

ally certain, that an upright and magnanimous adminifira
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ly embraced the firft overtures of peace, and terminated the
defolating fury of a needlefs war. Inftead of this we find thefe
overtures rejected ; and the old fubjet of impreffment for the
jfiv/2 time, brought forward as a caule of war ; and a renun.
ciation of tl:e yight, demanded as the condition of an armif-
tice, and a preliminary to regociation. The do¢trine main-
tained by our government upon this fubject is {o novel and
fingular, fo unlike that of all European nations, as to ren-
der an acccmmodation impofiible. For they claim not
merely the protection of Ame ican feamen but that of fo-eign
renegadoes and defe te s.  Nay Mr. MavisoN in his :alt mef-
fage to Congrefs, contends that our flag thall protect, not
only the pe fons who fail under it, bvt the properry which it
covers; and that Great Britain has no right ¢ to fearch for,
or ieize Britith perfons or property on board cur merchant
veflels,—and that no {earch, for any puipofe, in war or
peace,” can be admitted. According to this dodtrine, we,
as a neutral power, may man our fhips with Britith failors,
load them with the property of her enemy, and even fup-
ply her enemy with articles contraband of war, and tranf-
port his troops to her fhores, without moleftation. Now
with all due deference to fo high an authority as Mr. Map-
150N, I fhall venture to contend, that it 15 the univerfally ac-
knowledged law of nations that beliigerents may viiit and
fearch neutral merchant fhips—that they have a clear and
undifputed ¢ right to examine whether they are carrying
articles contraband of war—whether the property be that
of an enemy—and that they have a right to examine the per-
fons on board, becaufe, if they be encmies, they have a right

]

- to make them orifoners of war.® Here then. bv the ace
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knowledged law of nations, is an end to the inviolability of

a neutral flag.  And if a belligerent may take from a neu.-
tral fhip his enemy, merely becaufe he may irjure him here-
after, with how much more reafon may he take his own fub-
sef who owes him perpetual ailegiance, and whofe fervice
he has a right to demand- T his 1s the doctrine of all Eu-
ropean nations, and the full extent of the claim {fet up by
Great Britain. Mr. Mapisu~n well knew that that govern.
ment ought not, and would not yield to his new and ex-
travagant demand. The propofition was never made with
the remoteft expetation, or even poflibility of its being ac.
cepted. It is one of the many ftratagems which he has
been wont to practice, that he might inflame thke refentment
of the people againit the Britifh nation, and beguile them
into a belief that he was moft fincerely defirous of peace.
Of the fame charadter is the grand parade ot a miflion to the
wilds of Ruflia to negociate a treaty with England, when it
does not appear that either Rufiia or England is made ac-
quainted with the meafure.

So long as the councils of America are under the influ.
ence and controul of the emperor of France, and fo leng as
we can ferve his interefl in the war with England, he will
not fuffer us to make peace. The Britith government may
make reftitution for the attack upon the Chefapeake ; they
may repeal their Orders in Council ; they may give up the
right of Search and Impreffment ; and when all this is done,
{oune new ghoft will be conjured up by our political jugglers
to ftand in the way of peace. Nay to infure the rejection

of his exorbitant demand, and put an end to all hopes of

[ ] [ ] . L[]
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iforma the Britith government, that we had many other
¢ juft and weighty caufes of complaint.” Thefe, for pru.
dential reafons are not to be made known ¢o them, till they
have atoned for the attack upon the Chefapeake, relinquifh-
ed all illegal Blockades, refcinded their Orders in Council,
and renounced the right of Search and Impreflment. Then
our Attorney General is to have leave to file in his bill, and
prefent a fpecification of the other “juft and weighty caufes
of complaint.” We may, therefore, be fure that the men
now in power will never make peace, {o long as they can
find the fhadow of a pretext for war—{o long as there is a
man to be enliﬁed; a dollar to be loaned, or an article to be
taxed.

Sons of Celumbia |—=Look upon your degraded, impover-
ifhed, and bleeding country. By the love you bear to your
common parent, by the duties you owe to her children,
fearch for the caufes of that morbid difeafe which preys up-
on her vitals, and reicue her from an untimely grave,—
Who has annihilated your once profperous commerce, and
confined your thips and produce to tecome food for worms ?
Who has forced your failors and fitkermen to/[;% their
bread or fiee their country? Whe Las exhaufied your treaf-
ures and credit, and added rirTY MiLLIONs to the national
debt ? Who is about to load you with taxes which your fa-
thers at every hazard, refolved nct to hear ¥ Who has wa-
red a neediefs and unjuft war, and brought againft you a
powerful nation 7 Who has enticed your brothers and {ons
to the camp, to fufler want and difcafe, or to be butchered
by favages and buried in foreign lands r Why have your ru-

tars hroneht nnon vou this train Of C‘.’i‘.SwL‘l‘IiS ¢ beainninﬁz '
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of yeﬁ'r forrows ?”” Becaufe the Imperial Tyrant of France,
the Deftroyer of nations, and the “ Scourge of God,” has
demanded this {acrifice, and the councils of America have
been under his control ?

Defcendants of the immmo: tal Heroes and Mawtyrs of Liberty !
Will you confent to become the flaves of F ance 2 Will you
furrender to ba» your Independence, which was “ the price of
blood,” and the bequeft of your woythy fites 2 Will you fight hey
battles and fubdue ber enemies, that fbe may mose eafily fubdue
you 2 Have you profited nothing by the downfall of othe na-
tions 2 Do not the gfaves in which are buried the /liberties of
Italy, of Holland, of Switzeyland, of Spain, and of Paftugal,‘ ut-
ter their wavning veice? Have net the flames of Mofecow, ad-
monifhed you to  be alfo ready ’ Have not the avdor, the
couyage and the furcefs, with which the Ruffian wwarriors op-
poled the Mighty Corque o, infpired you with the like {pirit ?
Where is the patvistic fife which once glowed in your fa-
they's byeafts 2 1f it be not bu-ied with them in the g ave, if
their memoty and example be not fkotten, you will refolve to
live free or diz, Thefe commercial ftates have already been
drained of their /ife blood, oppreffed and gyound to the duft.—
Once prompt to refift the leaft encroachments upon their
birth-rights, they have borne privations and exaétions from
their prefent rlers, with a patiznce and fubmiffion which have
been coniirued into cowe dice and fupidizy. Charitable in
their opinion ot public men, and in their confiru@ion of
~ public meafures, they have *¢ hoped againft bope” for a de-

liverance, till they have exceeded the bounds of . that
“ charity which hopeth all things—and endureth all things.”
’ Experience has fhewn that they are more difpofed to fuffer,
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meafures which might endanger the tranquility and union
of the States. A twelve year’s ma ch, on “ the downwa-d
7oad,” has brought you to the brink of that dlack abyf;, in
which are burigd the -epublics of the old world. The ¢rifis
has now eome ; thereis but one alternative ; and the momen-
tous gueltion, this day before you, is, Whether gou will confent
to {hare the common fate pf republics, or whether you will
take ¢ffectual meafu es to preferve your, Freedom and Inde-
pe:dence? Do you afk what meafu es 2 Go to the Tombs of
your ancg/?o 55 they fhall ip eak from theigg: aves and teachyou.
Invoke the fpirit of W ASHING TON—that fhall direé you.
With the boldnefs, ene gy and pe feve: ance of ingy ed f cemen,
attempt 2 national reform ; and never relax your exertions,
till yqu have effe@ed a radical change in the policy of your
government and extended Peace and Commerce, good
Faith and juftice to all Nations. Addrefs thole who have
wafted and opp ¢[fed you, not as your Lords and Mafters, but
as your agents and deputies, who have no powe but that de-
rived from you. ¢ Rewmind them of” the motives and obyjects

which induced you to enter into a confederation with your
fifter States. ¢ Wa-n them of” the fatal iendency of < all at-
tempts to extend an unwarrantable juri{diction over you.
Appeal to their native juftice and magnanimity. Conjure
them by the ties of your coinmon kindred,” by the band
of your common wunion, by a ega d to  the general wel-
fare,” “to difavow thefe ufurpations which will inevitably
inter upt your union and eo -¢fpondence”  Should they prove .
* deat to the voice of juftice and of confanguinity”—ihould
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your “ repeated petitions be anfwered only by repested in.
juries,” thould your rulers be * marked by every charater
which may define a #yrant,”” and your government, not on-
ly ceafe “to fecure your /ife, liberty and happinefs,”” but be.
come ¢ deftructive of thefe ends,”’—your ’ights and your
duty are clearly defined in that ever memorable inftrument
which gave bi ¢h to your nation, and laid the foundation tor
the joys and feflivities of this day. The Seges of America,
the Pat-iots of the Revolution, in Congrefs aflembled, *¢ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rec-
titude of their intentions, have publifbed and decla ed,”’—
that *“ when a long train of abufes and ufurpations, pur{uing
invariably the fame objeét, evinces a dzfign to reduce a peo-
ple under abfo/ute defpotifm, it 1s their ight and their duty, tc
throw gff fuch government, and to provide zew guards for
their future fecurity.”

Let not the favorites and dependants of Adminiftration,
who grow -ich by your pove-ty, and great by your misfertunes,
expet to excite your fears and defeat your endeavors by
{founding the alarm of #eafon and ebellion—Dby reviving the
exploded dodtrines of non- efyfance and paffive obedience.
‘This cant of the Old Tories, this laft refort of Tyrants will
be duly appreciated by Freemen who know their ights, who
feel their w-ongs done them, and whom duty impels to feck
redrefs. They will be difmayed by no dangers, impeded by
no obftacles, enfnared by no wiles. Following the footfteps
of their illuftrious Fathers, they will rife fuperior to all op-
pofition, and demonftrate to the world, that they are the le-
gitimate fons of the great founders of our Republic, and
lawfu! heirs to this Land of Freedom. Qur efcape from ths
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Gallic inare #hall 2dd new luftre to the American charaéter,
and our L.eer1yand IrDepeN: ENCe fhall remain unimpair-
ed by the corrofion of time, and unthaken by the coniliét of
nations.

Y»ou will now indulge me in a few remarks to the pro-
fefled friends and difciples of the venerable Father of our
Country.

Sons 0 WASHINGTUN !

While you cherith the memory and venerate the char-
alter of your iliuitrious Father, let his political precepts be
cngraven upon your hearts, and his example be the rule of
your conduct. He lived not for himfelf, but for his connt
and menkind. His actions were founded on principle, and
guided by intelligence. From his firft appearance in public
life to the maturefl era of Lis excellence, we behouid the
{ame undeviating courfe of magnanimity and virtue, In
no fituation, to which the emergencies of his country cal-
led him, however menaced by peril, or befet with tempta-
tion, do we detect a fingle departure from moral rectitude,
or a {olitary inflance of mental imbecility. Conicieus of the
purity of his meotives, and conftant in the purfuit of his coje,
we never bebwid him dejeted by adverfe fortune, or elated
with the greateft fuccefss What he had concerted with
wifdom, he executed with vigor. As a HERO, he
was intrepid to conquer, and humane to forgive. Asa
Statefmau, he united the dedu&ions of reafon to the ardor
of patriotism. By the equity ot his adp niftration, party
fpinit was difarmed of its venom ; and by the {andtity of his
perion, calumny (like the viper upon the hand of Paul,} was

thaken o without harm. Ambition was cver-awed by the



majefly of his virtue; and envy, made defperate by the in-
vulnerable purity of his life, recoiled upon herfelf. Let
other naiions boaft of an ALrxaNDER, 2 C&£sAR, 2 CR M-
weLL and a BonararTE, who fought the fubjugation of
the globe ; we glory in a WASHINGTON, who was con-
tent to make his ewn country free and happy. Let their
names and their ruthlefs deeds be engraven on the cold and
{enfelefs marble : WasHingToN lives in the hearts and af-
fedtions of his countrymen ; and a continent defended from
invafion, a nation blefled with freedom, are the fair monu-
ments of his fame.

To coutemplate a charater fo exalted and uieful, to cher-
ith virtues fo diftinguithed and exemplary, and to preferve
from all encroachments the liberties and conftitutions left
us by our political Savior and Benefa&or, are among the
duties and the objecls of your inftitution. Had Heaven, in
mercy to our nation continued the /ife of WasHINGTON to
this hour ; or had not our rulers ¢{et at nought his coun-
fels,” we might ftill have enjoyed peace and a friendly in-
tercourfe with the nations of the earth. A departure from
his impartial and pacific policy, has brought upon us war,
poverty and difgrace. A revival of that {pirit and genius,
which characterifed his Adminiftration, may yet fave our
devoted country! This ¢ labor of love,” this work of Pat-
riotiim and Benevolence, has devolved on you. 'fhe H:ro
who once defended your rights, the Parrior, who once
guarded your Liberties Is NO MORE! Having reached
the higheft fummit of earthly glory, hie gave you his part-
ing counfel and benediction and teck his flight beyond the

fiars.  From the battlements of licaven he now looks down
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upon his ill-fated count-y, and while the Patriotic tear rolls
down his furrowed cheek, he calls upon you and conjures
ycu by the memory of his paft fervices, by your profefled
veneration for his character and example, by your love of
freedom, by the affection you bear to your kindred and
friends, by the duties you owe to pofterity, by arv that is
dear to focial and civilized men, to repel every encroach-
ment upon your Rights and Liberties, to arreft that mad
policy which has already deprefled your fpirits, exhaufted
your ftrength, and plunged you in WAR ; he entreats you
never to hold your peace nor relax yeur exertions, till you

have refcued your country from impending RrRulN, and
brought back the GOLDEN AGE!

_A ERRATA.
In the motto in the title page, for raging bear read ranging, &c.
In the 5th page, 2d line from top, for ¢ apostles,” read apostates.

Same page 17th line from top, add the article a before female.



