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sz,
THE Committes for arranging the Feftival of the day,in this
plzce, are deiired by thofe who juined in its cclebration, to return
you their thank. for your very ingenious and patriotic ORATION, and

to requcil a copy for the prefs.
In bebalf of the Commitiee,

NATHANIEL FROST.
To Dr. Jacos Fisuer. :

et

GENTLEMEN,
THE approbaticn and requefi, by you communicated, do me
fionor ; and rather than fail to comply with the withes of my friends,

1 will fuffer Criticifm.
I am, Gentlcmen, with efterm,

Ycur humble fervant,

J..FISHER,
Yo the Cemmitize of Y}

Airangement.



ORATION.

J UST twenty three years have rolled on,
fince the patiotic Hancock prefled the facred feal of

our Independence : Nor trembled his hand, nor re-
coiled his foul at the bold deed, ¢ big with fate.”

Tuc affairs of our revolution, abound with the fub-
lime,and thebeautitul: but everypartof this amplefield
has been explored—every important plant gathered,
and every flower cropt : To dwcll, therefore, on that
which has been fu often and minutely detailed, would
be buta dry repetition ; and is a fufficient reafon for

my not following the common track and converting
the hiftory thereof into an Qrarion : 1 fhall but

{ketch the out-lines, by obferving—that if the firft glow
of our patriotiifm——the unanimity, firmnefs and perfe-
verance which fucceeded—the deeds of valour per-
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formed in the field, without difciplinc, & almoft with-
cut arms—the wifdom of our councils—the renowncd
INs FRUMENT which gives immortality to the pay wg
Now CELEBRATE—the treaty of prace—the orderly
return of the army to their feveral homes & domeitic
employments—theGovernment,*plentyand happinefs
which fellowed—all thefe great acts and events, I {ay,
if they had happened but 2 few centuries ago, would
have been afcribgd te infpiration and miracle. Iadeed,
the ignorant and the learned, the believer, and the in.
fidel, unite in this, that fortune or providence were ex-
ceedingly propitious. Eternal praife and gratituds to
the Gop of HEavEN, who ordained, that we were born
and do exift at a time when HE thus pours a profufion

of His bleflings on the land we live in.

BuT the treat of human profperity ara happinefs
1s neves ferved up without mixture. Our moft eligible
condition could not laft forever. Itis not in the na-
ture and coaftitution of things  Man was not made
for complete felicity here below—he participates the
changes of all things with whichh heis converfan: ;
continually revolving on the axis of FaTE ; whole ro-
tations bring him alternately Health and Sicknets,
Profperity & Adverfity, Refpectability and Contempt;
to-day he is riding triumphantly on the clouds of popu-
larity, to-mertow the buoyant gas 15 exhaufted, and
he finks to difgrace ana infamy.  Thusrevolve en-

* Faderal,
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piare—thus revolve worLDs—nothing is permanent,
nothing certain ; we know that there are fome natural
brdies, and fome moral or political ones, which have
conftitutions favorable to longevity : There are allo
means to be ufed with fuccefs for their prefervation ;
as temperance and exercife for the human body ;
knowledge & wiidom for the body politic—but foon
or late they both muft havean end. Again, asin me-
dicine,fo in Government, there are many unfkilful phy-
ficians, quacks and mountebznks, who fometimes lull
their patients with opiates, at cther times fire them
with ftimulents, which produce lethargy or inflamma-
tion, and premature death ; butif everv earthly thing
centains the inherent principles of its cwn diffoluticn,
what occafion is there for wars and lghtings to pre-
mote the work ?

WAR, in general, is not only one of the moft
extraordinary and wickad, but is one of the moft ri.
diculous things in the world ; and it affords abund-
ant incitement both to the lasghing and crying phi-
iofopher.  \Who could have commanded his rifibles,
"~ when an infatuated Bobemian General, who, that he
might animate his partv, when dead, ordered that
his fkin fhould be drefled and made into a drum /!
A furious war between the Greeks and Trojans, and
vhich ended 1n the exsirpation of the latter, was on
account of an individual woman. An important
change in the Roman Government was once produc-

¢d, becaufe the wife of a Plebelan was not treared
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with fo much refpect (perhaps in a company of gof-

fips) as her fifter, the wife of a public officer ; what
a glorious caufc for revolution ! Nine tenths of the
bloedy contefls between citizens and nations, have as
irivolous a beginning. A {overeign affronted in the
perfon of a contemptible minion, his horfe, his
miftrefs, or her favourite lap-dog, kindles the flame,
and the whole realm fmokes like a fiery furnace :
The military reden and quake with very rage ; the
peafantry rave in paroxifms of madnefs ; they arm
with clubs and ftones to beat out the brains of their
neighbours, or that of the peafantry of another
country, who know no more of the quarrel than the
inhabitants of the moon ! If any fhould be dilatory,
the defpot drives them to their duty and loyalty ; for
he claims an exclufive property in his fubjelts, as
well as in the earth they tread. and the air they
breathe ; he thinks the man funk in turpitude, who
will not come forward with his perfon and purfe, (tho’
he fhould lofe his life, and ftarve his wife and chil-
dren) when his fovereign has a pafiion to gratify ;
the value of ten thoufand groveling lives 1s ncothing
in his eftimation, but as they minifter to his pleafures.
How long fhall mankind be made the tool of mean
revenge, and at the famz tim: dcfpifed by him who
makes ufe of them? O fhame ! O {candal to the

Luman charadter !
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Ir mankind had always been at peace, the earth
is large enough to have fupported them all, *till Death
in his own natural way thould have taken them oft
one by one. If there be any who doubt the truth
of this pofiticn, let them coufider the fumptuary
economy of the cccedemonians : Their whole nation
would feed on leis «han would fatisfy one epicure ;
yet their frugal fare <cfforded fufficient nutriment
to produce the greatelt firength and vigour of body
and mind. A Ramaiz, on lefs than four acres of land,
fupported himielf, and rcared a famity of heroes ; let
any onc acquainted with thefe falts, cait his eyes on
the map of the world ; fec the thoulands of uncul-
tivated acres in Lu +pe ; the tens of thoufands m
New Holland, and other iflands ; the millions in
Afia ; the millions in Afiica ; the thoufands of mil-
lions in America !—Many of thefe lands invite man-
kind to come and live on their /pontaneous produc-
tions ; almoft all of them would yicld abuncantiy by
cultivation.  Surely we are not ftinted with afcanty
pittance. DMan need not clear himivll a place with
the fword and the bayonct ;—the axe and the hoeare
fuflicient.—-War, therefore, does not arife from necsf-
fitv, but from the turbulence of man.—Moreover,
the bulk of mankind derive no advantage from a con-
queft ofter they have atchieved it.  What lave tie
Freneh foldicry gained by their conquefis in Italy, and
clfewhere ! Not an acre, or a dollar, falls to thar

lot : Duped by q {cw o‘.mr-b.::n:'inq avn‘icious cowvards,
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urge the dogs of wwar—then let them lofe on the hu.
man race, that they may fhare the fpoils of the dead,
or have their fpacious domains enriched with blcod.

THERE 1s no war jultifiable, but an unavoidable
defenfive war. Such an one is founded in nature ;
and fuch an one, my fcllow citizen-foldicrs, we are
likely foon to have on hand. ¢ IVe contend not for
conque/? or glory”’—we want not the lands of French-
men—we want none of their coods or money, except
on the fair priaciples of commerce, and where the
advantages would be mutual.  But this ¢ cworm-caten’
method oi doing bufinels is too ceremonicus ; they
have therefore adonted the more expeditious mode

of requifition.*

Crzrzens '—-1f we hiad patience and courage to

follow an ignis fmmr thro’ a rude and uncultivated
country, then might we trace the Ireich) revolution.

o

Atter leapinz 1 fow wails and ditches,t we {et for-
o b

. Tlns new {vitem of coninerce may be cxp!a ned in fow words e
BeoN.raore Gfivrs to rleate the eltfe from their * ancient tvr:mts
—they dulc with his nmc cur pi evofal, and ¢ febmit o the Tike
(zhdc were his owa words)}—he plw adezs the pubhic treafury, and pro-
ceeds O eManpite (u( oppicTad Loyztie, olliges the merchants of
dlexandria to pve fpecie f«r h s lm!( :on. Soonafier writes from Cuirs {0
Gen. KLeser, wio was at i+ w1, * Thereis here an eaxcclient m ne—
“we thali again have cerafion for all the Inpo's.  Cull the merchan's to-
“ rether and re-demand the mctals Vil not fal to pay them is produce
*ata futere doy” Leticry Guly 27, '48

+ Iﬁaf'..!q.
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ward on a fpacious piain of principle; the profpeét
is charming ; the trees large and fair ; here grew
the benevolent Carer, (tho’ entwined with the poi-
fonous ivy of Marra AnToxizTTa)—here grew
Neckrr, Faverre, and their aflociates ; proceed
but a little further, and we are entangled in the bri-
ers and underwood of envy and confpiracy. The
noble trees of the ferelt are [cattered with a furious
whirlwind, or felled with the national axe—the fun of
reafon hides himfelf bevond #/5cir weltern horizon.
Following our guide, we now afcend the burning
“ meuntain’” of RopesPiErrRE, Daxroxn, MaraT,
and other inexorable Cyclzps.  Here roars the hoarfe
thunder, and here fhoots the vivid lightning—tozr-
rents of pure blood roll down its fides and tinge the
diftant feas !—Couraze ! we mult now defcend
down—down to thie regions of the Direttory—where
our glimmering taper difappears, and leaves us in
terrible apprehenficn. A ““orcat difmal” of horror—
a ¢ black foreft” of rhick darknels—a curfed boo, a
quickfond, full of pits and fuares of dez/b. One

Viernefs—there vegetates

while we fee a howling wi
the deadly Nightlhade, Manchine 0* and Budon Upas—

e - ———

¢« osree of Terry Firma—Tt Leare & fru refembling an app'e ;
but under this fpecious apuiuace contans the moft fubtle podfon. The
m.«ligu.ity of this tece s fadh, that St a0 perfon anly ficcps under it he
fiads das hod v all dwoliand racicta Wil the tevere d turtur cas—the bealks
trom intinet always avold o
Gorvre, though u.doizuadly, has bere repeciinted the Tiesh i a
m:v“u'ly a,llcgury.



. A
i 4

s —

there the cnvenomed fpider weaves her net for in-
nocent viZims—there the wily ferpent finas to the
harrmlefs bird, and charms 1t to deftruétion—there
the wolf and fell Hryena rufh openly to drink the
tloed of the lamb—-there the tiger and catamount
concecal themfelves among the fern and brakes, to
{oring upon the prey—and there the ruthlefls croco-

b

dile “¢ weeps and then devours.” A mecft treacher-
ous, fanguinary and carniverous {cene ! When lo !
Anon—we bchold a treubled ocean! impelled by
ftorms and roging hurricanes—the waves thereof
furge and lafh tiie ftubborn fhore, overwhelin their
ancicnt and appointed bounds, and eagulph the
neizhbouring nations in oblivion !—Again, they raife
thar rebetiiows and atheiflical heads in the facc of

] L]

n:gh Iicaven '—Will the great GOD, who {i1s en-

throned in calin omnipotence, {ulfer Lils vengeance to

CCprI\,» ?

'

Do ket us defeend to plain Ianguage, and con-
trafll tite beginnins with their fuccee fing condudt 1—

,;‘f

Phis revclution was planned and profecuted 2t firft,

Colenhiiyoar fialton the principles of humanity
e tnerr s oot Ther # Conftitution renounce

Ll wars uneerasen with a view of conquelt.”
douchias s conmnnencement, what a departure from
erivinel principies and motives ! Now, conquel,
rapine and murdor, lead the van 3 and we are induc-

’ s, -T ) '7 . .‘\:‘ s } r i \‘ .l’\f \T\z‘\fl"“l‘ (o] ‘ 1
[ - P ,: (,‘,..'\'. .l.'.t"s‘.'\l "“1 i.'lllt\) (/1~‘;‘\-1~)’ s\nii d\c S
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of humanity, that ALL Hrry had opened, and vo-
mited forth its felonious inhabitants to give rulers to

Fraxcs.

‘We hear much of the liberty and equality of this
regenerated nation.  Pray what is the emblem of this
renowned liberty ?—I will tell you—it is a little in-
ftrument of a cubit’s length, called a dagger, decor-
ated with the beflt blood of her own citizens—with
that of Lombardy—with that of half Europe ;—~The
Goddefs of Gallic liberty wields in her own right
hand this murderous fteel ! She is a goblin of infer-
nal origin, and takes poffeflion of the heart, not thro’
the proper medium of the bead, but thro’ the medi-
um of the breaft—tfhe outfirips the favage cannibal in
cruelty—the dying fhiieks of infants fnatched from
the mother’s breaft, is mufic to her accurfed ears—
her reign is equivalent to fevering the heart-ftrings
with red-hot pincers !—Is this the Government, the
liberty to be withed for by you? Yet you muft fub-
mit to 1it, or fupport your own : Choofe you,
therefore, which you will have—there is no halting
here between two opinions—defend vour rights or
furrenderthem. ¢ Your money or your life”—that’s
their language. Think you, that the inhabitants of
Holland, Venice, Switzerland,* Egypt, and others, on
whom the curfe of the fratetnal embrace has fallen,
were finners above all men againft the Terrible Re-

“ See J. Marirt v Pay, on the defirudicn of the Hejvetic Unier
ead Ll‘rr.’y.
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public—1I tell you nay—but except you are vigilent,
you fhall all likewife perith.

Is there a word in any of the tongues or languag-
es under Heaven, which can convey 2ll the ideas of
fuch complicated villainy ? If {o, that word is Faco-
binifm. Butas jacobinifmin this country has dwind-
led to the mere phantom of that uncleanly monfter
it formeriy w2s, 1 thall fay but littie refpe&ing it, and
even the honour of cenfure is more than it deferves :
The fpirit of the times, which commands Kings, has
Iaid it low in the duft.—Jupas fold his mafter, and
ArnoLD his country, for a fum of money ; Ran-
DOLPH, ’Us faid, attempted the fame, failing in de Par-
gent, he wrote a book, and {well’d his finances by—
fecuring ¢ copy-right.”” JerrErsoN—(holds a dig-
aified office)—MOoNROE, inftead of attending to his
dipiomatic duty, made a fortune by fpeculation, and
now calts a longing and retrofpetive eye on the de-
licious onmicns and garlics of France—BarLow is a
fallen angel, and affimilates with the cloven-footed
TALLEYRAND*~—DBut the fcum of our lank honefine
Jacobins, have no fuch golden excufes to offer in
palliation.--they verilycommit iniquity for its own dear
fake, which infernal propenfity in the breaft of a
wicked manis delineated by the poet, as follcws :

v —

)

* TatrLeyRanD is deformed in 605 his fect—fo that in this refpe®
as will as niany others, be 1s werit than the devil,




& Birds feed on birds, beafts on eack other prey:

* But favage man alone does man betray,

« Prefi'd by neceflity, they kill for feod ;

% Man undoes rian, to do hiumfelf no good :

¢ W.th teeth and claws by nature arm’d, sbey huat

* Nature’s allowance, to fupply their want :
# Bat man withk {miies, embraces friendthip’s praife,

¢ Inhumanly his fcllow’s life betrays ;
¢ With voluntary pain works his difirefs ;
% Not thro’ nccgffity, but swantoansfs.”

WuaT poflible advantage can a man propole to
himfelf by upfetting his own government and laws :
If they are as free and perfe& as the nature of fuch
inftitutions will admit ; more liberty would place us
in a ftate of licentioufnafs : Indeed. we border on
it now. Hear the fentiments of i celebrated anthor,
(MiLvroT) : ° If the abufe of authority is dangerous.
rebellion againft that authority is more fo. Sedi-
tious liberty is worfe than the tranfitory defpotifm of
a monarch. In modern States, the iaws and opin-
ions of the pullic are a powerful barrier againft the
excefs of tyranny.” If thefle maxims and doctrines
arc true as it refpeéts Europe, how much more forci-
bly do they apply in our country ¢ How many thou-
{fand years of fad experience muft mankind have, ere
they wili be convinced, that the abufe of liberty is
the very caufe why the reins of Government muft
be drawn tighter and tighter ? The predominant vi-
ces and crimes of any particular naticn may be
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known by their penal cad:.—1f we had had no feditious

Jacobins in this country, there would have been no

neceflity for the ¢ Sedition A&Z” If we therefore

are obliged from time to time to relinquith more of
our individual rights to fociety, we may thank, or ra.

ther execrate, cur licentious democrats for the facri.
fice.—The/e are the animals who have the confum-

mate effrontery to denominate themfelves exclufive
patriots, and who, at the fame time, would perfuade

us to give up cur country,and all that is honorable,

to France, and become their ¢ hewers of wood and

drawers of water,” without a fingle effort to retricv;‘
our infulted charaller.

Bu+ 1 hear fome very bonef? people whine and fay,
it is madnefs to venture on a war, when our coafts
are defencelefs, our militia undifciplined, and defti-
tute in a great meafure, of expericnced officers.
Alas! they ¢ry, ¢ where are our GREENES, our

Morcans, our Wavnzs, car GATEs, - the
Iong lift, adorned with never-dying garlands, who
jately trod the dangerous field ! They have been
1nade thin by the deftroyer, and who can fupply their
places 2 Who, do they alk 2———Where were our
Generals before feventy-five 2 They were employed
11 the arts and profeflions of peace; fome {teered
thc hororable plow ; the fame arts and profeffions
emyploy our undeveloped heroes new, but let a pro.

per opportanity offer, and they will find the fame
{oals which animated our former Generals, fhine
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forth from a thoufand new bodies.---This 1s admit-

ing the worft, which is by no means the fa&..--We
are not deftitute of experienced leaders---we boaft a
LincoLn, a PinckNEY, 2 Knox, and manyothers.--=
He alfo, who before led us to victory and glory is
fuill alive---*“ Yes™ they reply, but what can be ex-<
pected from 2 man of fixty-feven years ?”-..In ana
fwer to this quefticn I will ftate a fair cafe, which
may ferve for a criterion to judge by ; lock about
and fele® a number of your acquaintance of that
age, who have lived temperately, and are remarkable
for retainining their bodily and intellectual powers
{all thefe apply to the perfon under notice} are not
thefe men as capable of planning and fuperintending
bufinefs, in their own line, as ever they were ? I an.
fwer for you, they are---Remember thar the laurels
of CincinnaTus bloffomed afrefh in his autumn of
four fcore. Review the long catalogue of worthies
from old Apawm to the prefent day, and fee if there
15 one who may compare with our W ASHINGTON ;-—
Some of then were loft in ambition, fome In de-
bauchery, others in’ fuperftition ; not one without
fome fault.  Our worthy (bcing of the human na-
ture) may alfo have fome faults, but they bave not yet
appeared s 1 repeat it with emphafis, tho’ he may have
faults in general, yet there is no man who can point
out any particular one.---He is pious, brave, humane,
patciotic, prudent, temperate, candid, aétive, induf-
trious, with not a wirtue, cood or great quality want.
ing : What weuld you have of-the man ye jacobini-
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cal blafphemers of his chara&ter---would you have
him more good, or more ,sc¢at ? Raife him but one’
fmall grade higher, and he is no more of our order.

AMoNGsT the great, we recognize a HamILTON,
to whofe abilities even the arch-fiend FaucheT fub.
" fcribed ; heis the propoet of politics ; his felefcopic
mind kens futurity, and contemplates it, as tho’ it
#owW 15.

WE have moreover a man preferved of Gop, and
his name is JOHN, our Prefident, mxgm v in word
and deed ; a Hercules, wreftling by turns, with the
giant of tyraany, and the hydra of anarchy---an ate
las, {uftaining the political world on his patent fhoul.
ders.

THE oracle of DerpHos ditated wioden walls to
the Athenians ; fo advifes our Prefident, and fo echoes
the oracle of reafon to Amerizans. We have already
experienced their advantage. Magnanimous Trux.
ToN | may the mufic of thy thunder vibrate on the
nervefirings of every brother commander, and in-
fpire them to deeds of heroifin like thine !

Cowsmnn but for a moment, my countrymen,
the price of your liberty—lay it not in the mental
balanqe to be eftimated with gold, but turn back a
{ympathetic eye, and view the fields of carnage,
~ Your fathers and your brethren—=where are they 2~



Stretched on the bare ground—plundered—uncov.
ered, in a burning fun—their life-blud guthing in ire
regular ftreams, from their convulfed and dying ar.
teries—their eye-balls glazed in death—deprived of
interment—+the voracious birds prey oa their flefh--.

the wild beafts fcatter their mangled limbs upon the

face of the carth---the winds pals rudely over their

bleached bones—their hallowed fhades cry from the
crimfoa ground, life, life’s the price of your liberty.

AMERICANS, you want none of the inflammatcry
writings of Tom Paine, to awaken your indignation---
a man muft have 2 chara&er, as well as 2 pen to me-
rityourattention---(he who proftitutes fhining talents,
and degenerates 1mto a vile time-ferver, deirves to
live and die in infamy, and his name to rot)---You
want no DemosTHENES to aroufe you to juft re-
venge ; the eloquence of injured and violated hu.-
manity, weeping and weltering in ler gore, more ef-
fetually excite you to aftion. Fall in to the back-
ground of the picture then, ye fmooth, luke-warm,
faint-hearted patriots---go till the foil, or aflift the
women at their dairies. Go, ye are not worthy of
Liberty.

Arisg, and come forward, you prominent chils
dren of Mars ! favored of the lovely fair---you who
prefer to fhed your blood in a glorious defence, ra-
ther than thed your fweat for the emolument of an
impcrious mafter.-.-Come torward, you who ¢ in-
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quire not the number of the enemy, but where they

are to be found’’---come fo;cwa‘rd, like. the fabled
Mammouth, who wards off the thunder-bolts with

his mighty forehcad---come forward, ag@;%[ay, and
prefent your dauntlefs fronts to the fhafts of tyranny,
Yacked by avarice, with all the mean and deteftable

paffions in train---refit them, and like their father
they will flee from you---purfue them, and the whole

herd will ruth violently down the precipice, to be. °
choaked in the lake of black difpair.

Trus perith all our incorrigible enemies.
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