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ISAIAH LXVL 8.

WHNO HATH HEARD SUCH A THING? WHO HATH €EEN SUCH
THINGS ? SHALL THE EARTH BE MADE TO BRING FORT
"IN ONE DAY ? SHALL ANATION BE BORN ATONCE ? FO
_AS SOON AS ZION TRAVAILED,SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER

CHILDREN,

| B AS the anniverflary of American inde-
pendence, for the firft time fince it bath been publicly noe
ticed in this town, falls on this Lord’s day ; 1 fhall, in my

turn and place, pay fuch attention to it, as not, I hope, to
be uninftru@ive to hearers, if not fo pleafing as fome of

the panegyricks which havé been exhibited on this event-
ful day, and much exhaufted fubje. The paragraph of
Scripture, that fource of ufeful knowledge upon all occa-
fions, made choice of for the fubje&t of our meditation at
this time, may well be applied to this da, ' events, even if
this was not the primary intention of the prophecy, as one
learned author {uppofeth it is, and no’ other. 1 heartily
concur with him, that nothing hath paft to which it is fo
well accommodated, and we may profitably improve it, un-
til fome future fcene hath a better claim toit.” Though I
have fingled out the cighth verfe for my text, yet you muft
begin at the fifth verfe, and read along even beyond the
text to fee the pertinency of the accommodation, "

I fhall, FirfR, explain the whole paragraph.

Secondly, applyit. i | |

" ? Thirdly,
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s 1 cxtacbox‘ ma meﬁi& ,,'
tlgmu. a:li Ra&e of diit "affairs requltg!f " Qﬁﬂ

%ar& an exp lanation of the whole paﬂ'age from v & to
beyond cjur tex‘t; is to be givem, . . %é
" “The prophet thus begins, & Hear ye" tﬁé wotd - oF the
Lotd, ye that tremble at his word,” The addrels comes
from the Lord hmfelfs ‘and thcuﬁore demande {olemn at=
tention and attentive hearing,’ They who tremble at God’s
word are evxdently fuch as make confcience ef obfervmg
the inftitutions, 'and walking in the ‘ordinances and come
mands of the Lerd, in preference tethetraditions, and ime
pofitions of men: -  Your brethren:that had you, that
caft you out for my name’s fake, faid, Let the Lord be glo-
‘rified.”” | Thefle tremblers at Pod’s word were bated of
their brethren, and caft out for his name’s fake, and all for
the glory of the Lord, The confcientious obeyers of God
rather tbmn men, are often hated bv them who do not fol-
low theit hud%ié example, and even when united by fras
Gl tits. | The world hatell Chrift becadfe''of- his” hoh-

conformity to.it, . And He tells "bis difciples that
thould be hatcd of all men for his name’s fake bpﬁx

like‘thefe in the context, were the obje&s of the hatred of
‘their pwn nation, their brethrcn, who profeffed to be wor-
fhippers of the fame God with them. - The haters. of their
’brethren indeed mixed their own inventions with ' divine
ordinances, and taught for doétrines the commandments of
men, and could not abide thole who received the Scrip= -
tures pure, and unadulterated with human mixtures. Nothe
jng fo provokes bigoted traditionifts as a ft1i& and clofe
adherence to {cripture, and a refolute oppofition to their
new found inventions : it greatly grieves their zealous fouls
and flirs up their wrath to perfecuting fury.  So was it
here— ¢ And they faid, let the Lord be glonﬁcd ” afm'
they had caft them out,
" Thé original word for cafing them out, is very emphat;-
cal and amounts to a total expulfion of them from com-
munion, ' Supererogationifts pride themlelves much in do-
ing what is required of them by pretended lawful,but real-
ly ufurped authority.” They thmk they acquire a double
honour  in obeying God and man too, not conﬁdermg
that it belongs ta God alone to prefcribe in matters of religs
ion ; and if it is only for decency and order’s fake, every
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ong opght to be left to.the freedom of his own conlcients,
and not be compelled to a@ counter to the di@ates of his
“owit'nind,” Thefe tremblers at God’s word were not on.
ly caft out of communion and fellowfhip, but were obliged
to'feek an” afylum'in a foreign land. For the earth did
not bring forth, nor was the nation born' where they dwelt
withi their'brethren, tnit where they weént to after being
caft oiit.. “They being thys expelled are purfned with ths
blefling, * Let the Lord be glorified.”” It is no noveity
for blind zeal and fuperflition to prompt their votarics to
perfecute the confcientious, ynder the {pecious pretence of
pleafing and glorifying God. *‘ They, faith Chrift to his
difciples, fhall put you out of the Synagogues, yea, the
time cometh that whofoever killeth you will think he doth
God fervice.?” Saul thought, in the plenitude of his zeal,
he ought to do many things againft Jefus of Nazareth, and
his followers, Thus thought the perlecutors of their con-
feientious brethren, and it feems they purfued them even
to the 1and they were caft outto, The trayajl and pain
‘thefe poor outcalts are fubje@ed to, is of their brethrer’s
procuring. * But, before the travailed, the brought forth ;
before her pain came,fhe was delivered of a man child. v.5.*
This was in the land they were caft to. And it is farprif-
ing this man child fhould be born before travail or pain
came on. What can this mean 3 deliverance is not ac-
-complifhed till after travail and pain. The metaphor of
- travailing in Scripture, is ufed to fignify fome great diftrefs
‘1t is taken from the labour of women : but men may fuf-
fer.it. *° Afk ve now, and fee whether a man doth travail
with child ? Wherefore do I fee every man with his hands
on his loin<, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned
into palenefs ? Alas ; for that day is great, fo that none is
like it : it is even the time of Jacob?s trouble, but he fhall
be'faved out of it.”’ Jerem.'xxx.6.7. This travail is
the occafion of thie nation’s being born at once. A nation
is born when'it becomes independent : and its travail: is
in the pain that precedes that birth, This tiavail is, doubt-
- lefs, the calamity of war.  As travail and parturition pains -
are literally the diftrels of the female fex, by the penal ef-
tablithment of God, for the tranfgreflion of Eve; (o war,
proceeding from the lufls of men, ic, inits travail and pain,
the diftrefs of nations,” To this calamity the forecited
| . : | Jeremiah
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Jeremiah refers, and o do other paffages in the prophets,

th

“F.ow

And among all kinds of war, none is more fierce
“that between brethren ; this, though called civil war, 'is”
often carried on moft uncivilly. That the trayail ; and
pain of waris intended in the context, appears- probable
from * the voice of noifc from the city, a voice from. the
temple, a voice of the Lord, that rendereth recompence to
his enemies ;' which is no doubt the c¢ry and 2Jarm of
war, roufing the people to arms, to defend themfelves

.

- againft their enemies,

It alfo feems that the Lord efpoufes the caufe of thefe
outcafts. His voice is heard that rendereth recompence
to his enemies : perfecutors of their brethren for religion’s
fake are God’s enemies : though they fay, * Let the Lord
. be glorified,” they have no commiffion from him, tc¢ do
- this bad work. *“ He (God) fhall appear to your joy, and
~ they fhall be afhamed.”” God proteéls theéfe outcafts : he
can help without means, yet he commonly ufes them, in
the deliverance of his people. Here they were animated
to ftand up in their own defence, by a voice of noife from
the city, and then by a voice from the temple. The city
being diftrefled cry out to the furrounding country for af.
fiftance : and the voice of the minifters of religion encour-
age them: and the Lcrd adds fuccefs to their exertions,
by rendering recompence to their sash,  As the earthin
Revelation s faid to help the perf®uted woman; fo, by
the above means, the earth is made to bring forth in cne
day, and a mation is born at once to the furprife of all who
. hearof 1t or fee it. They cry out in aftonifkment, *“ Who
. bathheard fuch a thing? Who hath feen fuch things ? Shall
the caith be made to bring forth in one day ? Or fhall a
nation be born at once ? for as [oon as Zion travailed, the’
brought forth ber children, numerous efpoufers and defend-
ers of kerown fons. And God himfeif crowns all with
defired fuccefs : ** Shall 1 bring to the birth and not caufe
to bring forth,{aith the Lord ; Shall I caufe to bring forth,
“and thut the womb ? faith thy God.”” Before we comé
to the accommodation of thefe things to the caufe and occa~
{ion of this day’s anniverfary ; fome farther notice muft be
~taken of this extraordinary man cbild, brought forth in a
" very extraordinary manner, before travail or pain came.
| By a man child in prophetic language, we may underfand
| a politic
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a.politic Head, coafifting of one or more pcrfons. The |
* ~#Ran‘child that the woman in the revelatien, flying into thte |

—in P 4 R . ol 2 i

wildernefs, brings forth, is generally conceivedto be Con-
{tantine the Great, who put an end to the perflecution of |
‘the Church, by the dragon Galerius, the heathen Roman

emperot. * The ufe of this will be {een under The Second

_thiig propofed to be confideted, even the pertinency of
‘the‘dccommodation of thefe things to the caule and occ-
fion of this day’s aunniverfary, !

" “The caufe of our fathers” coming here was’ exaltly fimf-
‘lar to thatwe have treated of above, * Their brethren hat-
ed them, and caft them out for the Lord’s name’s fake, be.
‘caufe they trembled at his word,” that is; clofely adhered
to the facred [criptures, and obferved the ordinances of
divipe worfhip, according to the difates of their own con- -

- ftiences, onmixed with human invegtions. They were
‘8 very conlcientious fet of men, who' made the Scripturés
‘their dily rule of faith, wotthip, and mianners.”” “They de-
fited d Tarther reformation than was effe@ed - in England
tinder Henry the viii. Edward the vi. and  Elizabeth, and
could not conform to fome of the rites and ceremonies “re-
tainéd, as was pretended for decency apd order’s fake. For

this they had the name of Paritans, -The figorousimp8- -

- fitions of the Church of England by law eftablithed, which

they jultly thought kept fome of the fuperftitions and cer.

ruptions of the Church of Rome,cut them off fromChriftish
Cotmmunion, and {ubje€ted them to civil exclufions and
inconveniences, as all diffenters are to this day by the teft
'a&, tho’ with a freedom from dire@ perfecution by thea&
of toleration fo called. 1f thefe tremblers at God’s word
had been unmoleftediy allowed to enjoy that liberty wherd-
‘with Chrift hath made his people free, they never would
haye left the pleafant land of their nativity, for this uncul-
‘tivated wildernefs, and haunt of favage men ; yet lefs fav-
age'than ' their brethren who caft them out, to brave the
‘dangers of the fea, and endure unknown hardfhips on thefe
fhores, three thoufand miles from their. former home.
“Things which their brethren owned to be indifferent, which
thefe tremblers did not view fo, were impofed upon them
as terms of communion : and they were reduced to the fad
“neceflity of difobeying God, and violating their conlcien-
ces, or elle quitting the place of their fathers’ fepulchresé
: an




(4
f

ted
fod their_canbly bome, and becoming pigrime i

firange land. R A
When thus, hated and caft out for the Lord’s namets

fake, their brethren, like other perfecuiors of better . men,

than themfelves, laid, “ Let the Lord be glonhed.”. "~

¢

L7 They pretended all this figour was for God’s glory.

What ideas muft fiich men have of the glory. of God,?
There is fcareely any Scripture phrafe or term more abuf-
ed than this of glorifying God. The aflembly, of divines
{ay that to glorify God and enjoy him forever .is the chief
end of m2n ¢ an end yet never to be accdnjpliﬂied" acCOre
dirg to them, bccau({ of another end to be anfwered di-
re@ly :ne reverfe of their enjoyment of Lim foreva
er. . . Lo T Y O

~ After thefe tremblers at God's wotd, bLeing call ent,
came hither, their God did not Ferfake them, but took them
uader his holy proteQion ; defendsd them from enemies;
and delivered them from dangers, and at length prolpered
them into a great people. They were. often Bﬁ:' ed in
their Indian wars, and in that which was called Pbilip's
were in great danger of utter exterminatiog. Bt as they
were caft outgt firft; and purchafed the land kiere of the na«
tives, and fettled the country at-their own egpence, fo in
that fcene of danger they received no help from their breth-
ren that hated them. They under God ftruggled aloné a«
gainft all difficulties, and by the affiftance of providence
were fupported and carried through : Then their brethren

-that hated them, became jealous of them, kept a .watchful

eye-over them, uled means to cramp their growth, and pur-

fued them with nnconllitutionalsaéls, requiring uolimited
fabmiffion to them, though if fubmitted to, reduced shem

to abject vafialage. = T
Unconditional fubmiffion was required to thafe whofe

fathers fuft caft oursout. It 1s hard for the .injurious to

forgive the injured. They wapted. rent of the atms, ‘we
bhad procured, and fubdue,d -at eur own :cxmcq fﬁ:e
pretence was that we fhould pay them for defending us in
the French war, when they were the caule of that war,
reaped all the benefits, and at the.clofe of it acknowledged,

we had done more than our proportion, and reimburfed

‘the fame to feveral provinces and colonies : anaother pre-

tence was, to fupport a ftarding army for our defence,
that
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thatis to keep ourfelves under, for then we had no enemicy
to fear, When help was neede:! by us, no ftanding ar.uy
was provided, nor could thejr s{litance be obtained f
payirg for it. o o ..

“All the while a revenue was thus demanded of us, by
regulating trade ats, by us fubmitted to, they were groatly
enricked at our expence, |

In fuch a ftate of things, what was to be done ? We
muft unconditionally fubmit, or refift the moft formidatle
power in Europe, or even on earth, who could any ways
diftre(s us, whole flzets covered and commanded the ocean,
when we had not one fhip of war to oppofe them : for
they had taken fpecial care to prevent our growth in fhip-
ping, and whole troops were veteran, fluthed with ‘late
vi€tories over France ; and who had for ye.rs before made
it their policy, to negle& and difcourage our militia, and

“deprive us of all military ftores, and every mieans of de-
fence, whilft their own refources were gréat. Many good
people among us, no enemies to the country, thought it
madnels for us to refiflt : Britain laughed at the attempt :
greedy penfioners, and cormorants, expefted by our {fibe
dulion, to fatten on our fpoils. And the crowh expe&ed

- by our {ubjugation (uch an acceffion of power and influ-
ence, already too great for the other branches, as ,ﬁb’qfd
render it delpotic. - Had thsy prevailéed we muft bave
been flaves ;. and the little nominal freedom Britons enjoy.
would have been totally lof.  Our perfecuting brethrei
have caiife to rejoice that we bravely chofe treedom qr
death, ’

~ But before the travail and pains of war came on, a mayu

-¢hild was born, and a political head was eftablithed in the

. American Congrefs. Soon after the memarable Bofton

port bill was palt, and h.d become ka>wa, the American

. Congrels was forme=d in 1774, th year before the travail

-and pain of war came on. \Vhen this remarkable child

~was born, the carth had not brought forth, nordid our na-

“tion exift. Indzpendence was not wnouzht of ; a propofal of
it would have becn univerlal y rej=étid. A feparation
from what had bcen with tondnels and pride called the
parent itate was not meditated. ’cucions humbl: enough,
but with a manly afl:rtion of 1izhts, were formed, but nos
‘received by their haughty ft=p-Mother, Her pride would

8 rot
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#rot allow Ker to own her fallibility.  She had Betn - fubi
je&led to fome mortification by the repeal of the ftamp a&;
and detefmined not to recede from- Her claims. : Still the
provinces wiflied not to come to extremities, She brought
on the trivail of war at Lexington. 1t was a happy cir-
cumftance that the man chiild w4s thén born, which laid
the foundation for our nation’s bitth. ' This child though
but young 4cted like a man, andits previous exiftence pre-
vented our being thrown-into conf1fion und diforder by
the fravail of war. " For-this blefling our Fathers' ‘God;
and'our’s deferves grateful ‘acknowledgments. But for
thifs burunion could hardly have been effe@ed ; and with-
Oht"ia union we muft foon,one province after another, have
been redaced to unlimited fubjetion. Britain had pus
{ded the old maxim of tyrants, divide and rule, By 'the
fettlement of provincial lines unjuftly ‘againft- the provine
ces the was moft jealous of, ‘fhe caufed divifions amoirg
heighbouring colonies which flré “wifhied ‘not to - Yemove,
But by this atan child’s condutt, the motto was tealized,
unlied we cohguer, divided wi gtz The perfons of ‘the firRk
Clngrels, 51 m number, were men of great ‘wifdotn and
firtnnels ; they undévflocd timesand {eafuns, ‘and ‘khiew
what ought 1o be done ; they were native patriots; and ho
ﬁ’ifﬁpd"rté& exotics ; tonfidence cculd be placed i themn 4
#6d their biréthicn were generally at their tommiand-
beoh. oo i
 Had thete'btenas many foreigners; ‘and emigrants in
the firlt Congrefs, from the Lord knows where, ‘as -have
been fince; to our forrow; aad it is feared to our ruin, in
fome of our congréfles, the management of otr affaire, we
“have juft reifon to think, would not have been fo wife and
prolperous. 1t is{pokenofin Scripture a8 a bleflingto have
thier nobles of themfelves, and their- governior proceed from
the midft of them : butto have Rrangers and imports from a<
broad, asis the cafe in France, is mortifying enough, and
not very fafe. Asthis man child was of American-growth,
the influence of hiim overthe feveral provinces was remark-
able. 'When the people at large were generally unhinged
from all governwental power and atthority, they paid un-
common deference to this man child; they faw him with
pleafure endued with the wifdom of ages and the refolution
of a man. May God that giveth wildom have the praife.
A One—
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Qur hearty prayer is that the prefent, and all future con.
Gg-eﬁ‘es may be like minded to the firft, and as true to the
beft interelt of our country : let us not fall under the curfe
of being governed by ftrangers, but may we be ruled by
natives brought forth by our earth, who will natirrally caze
for ouyr welfare, Imported governmental wifdom and

ower, even duty free; will never be, a§ it never hath
peen to the intereft of United America, and it'is mach to
the dilcredit of our earth which hath brought forth fo ma-
ny worthy rulers and defenders, that we fhould have rew
courle to the laft efforts of the worn out foil of Rurope, to
exotics tran(ported, of no greatintrinfic worth,and who qwe
all their celebrity to our foolifh infatuated fondnefs,

‘When hoftility began at Lexington, by the attack of
the Britifh dogs of war upon our peaceful citizens, our
dependence virtually cealed. Arms againft {ubje&s are
wnlawful means of government. The haughty infulting
order of a Britifh officer to men about their own bufinefs,
- #¢ difperfe you rebels,”” hath no authority : one fellow fube

ject hath no command over another but by commiffion

| %rom higher powers, and the higher powers have none con.
trary to the conftitution, and the law of right. Refiftance
becomes a duty when power and authority are abufed,
The refifter may be tertned a rebel, bat if he is fuccefsfil,
that unjult reproach will be taken off, and the oppofer of
‘unlawful authority, or of unlawful means of government,
will be applauded. America was put upon'an equality
with Britain when the firlt gun was fired upon her peace-
ful fons : but as there were hop=s of an accommodation,
the did not declare herfelf independent until July 4, 1776.
Then the nation was born at once, and then was' heard,
and feen a thing aftonifhing to all : the ftep was bold and
daring, yet neceffary ; timid friends ftood aghaft ; enemies
clamoured againlt it, and uled all means to render it abor-
tive. The Britith lion roared aloud againft it, and fome
from among ourfelves apoftatized from ‘us, to our enemies,
Then the Rubicon was paft : freedom and vi€ory were on
one fide, conquelt and flavery outheother, But God
did not caule tu come to the birth and not bring, or after
caufing to bring forth thut the womb. The colonies and
provinces had been before roufed to arms by the com-
mencement of hoflilities on the part of Britain. The
vaice

N
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vaice of noife from the city, and the voice from the tem-
ple founded thealarm. Then that rope of union was
twifted, which by way of derifion Lord North called a rope
- of fand confifting of thirteen ftrands, not yet broken, bue
ﬁrengthencd by the addition of others fince.

When the fonnd of the trumpet, and the alarm of vnr
were heard, and garments rolled in blood were feen in the
Jand, this furprifing, wonderful, unexpe€ed, and hitherto
poheard of, and unfeen event took place, the earth thc
whole continent brought forth in one day.

Swift as the hghtemng flathes from pole to pole, fo foon
did the military fpirit pervade, and auate all orders of
men, throughout the colonies. The hufbandman forfook
his farm, the merchant relinquifhed his trade and gains :
the learned in law difmiffed their clients, (the fitk congrefs
confifted of two thirds of this profeflion,) the mechanic
refigned his tools, the hoary head forgot his age, th= daugh-
ters of Columbia were not wanting in their inflaential aid,
all, all prepared for war : the capable feized their arms, and
marrhed where the voice of the city called them, and the
voice from the temple direéted them to go,

The rope of fand being cemented with blood ‘became
firong ; an army was foon organized under the great
WASHINGTON for our proteCtion, and the defence of
our invaded hbertles. The conteft was continued for
.more than a year in travail and pain,before the nation' was
born by the declaration of independence. Then the ob-
je& was fixed, its firength increafed, its growth became
con{picuous, it was owned by other nations, and by the
blefling of heayen on cur arms, after many well fought bat-
tles, and proof was given that American cowards, as we
were termed could fizht ; and the capture of two Generals
wich thejr armies, 2 thmg unheard of in the Britifh annals,
‘that hayghty pation was reduced to the neceffity of the ef-
tatlifhment of peace, and the acknowledgment of our in-
dependenge alfo.

Thus you may {ee how pertinent ‘the accommodation
of this paflage is to our Fathers and to us. If the prima-
ry defign of the prophecy was not fulfiiled in the difpenfa-
tions of providence towards us in this land, 1n our fathers
days and ours ; yet Scr:pture hath been worfe wrefted,

thau by fuchan application, The agreement of fo many
| events
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events to the prophecy can hardly be thought to be acci=
dental. Neverthelefs, fhould the defign JF-it be yet fur
ture, tha accommodation of it to ourfelves can do no injue
YY. e :

| yln the celebration of this day’s anniverfary greater force
- of eloquence and powers of language have been employed
- than'I can pretend to. The fubjeét hath been treated vas
~ rious ways, and well nigh exhaufted. At leaft nothing
" new could be expeted from me, or even old matters placed
~ in fo confpicuous a point of light as abler pens could do,
1 have ufed plainnefs of fpeech, and endeavored to ftir up
~ your pure minds by way of remembrance, of what God
~ hath done for our fathersand for us. We who are of agp
have feen his interpofitions in onr favour, 'our fons may
profit by the brief account that hath been given.

" Let us recollcft thefe things in gratitude to God the
King of nations, and be religioufly glad.

This day hath been often celebrated gladly, but not ale

ways religioufly grateful, © The hand of God that led us all
the way githcr’to hath not been remembered, or ail the re-
turns made to him, he might expe&t from thefe free inde-
pendent, fovereign ftates, as we affeft to call ourfelves,
not without fome tin&ure of pride, The idea of inde-
pendence is fo pleafing to degenerate man, that not unfre-
quently it is extended te independence of God allo.

" Thefovereign unalienable fights of this divine King have -

not been duly acknowledged or uninvaded in fome of oyr
conflitutions of government, in legiflative afls, exccutive
appointments, or in the fuffrages of freemen defignating
perfons to office. The King of nations whole ordinance
government is in every lawful form, hath no chapter or
fe€tion declarative of his civil, religious, or moral rights :
a very cflential defe& this, which heathens would be atham-
edof, The acknowledgment of twenty and even ofa
“hundred gods or more, 1s far better than of none.* A

man that hath no acknowledged God cannot be depended

upon : and a itate or nation without fuch a one is a head-
lefs monfter, In confequence of the former defed@, the

Nowe e - -

* The Author of notes on Virginia, faith, * Jt does me no injury for my. neighbonr

10 fay there are twenty Gods or no God. It neither picks my pocket or breaks my

leg.” Whether polytheifm or athei{m are the principles of hic neighbour fecms a nfatter

of indifference to him, But I fhould be afraid of the latter’s doing worfe to me thaa

fear

'Picki‘ng my pocket, or breakiog my leg,

!

!
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fear of God hath not had an iniluential agency, or been
- fought atter s the Krft qualification of a ruler, in ele@ing

or appointing to office.  And {o far as this hath been or i5
the cafe, it is an affe€tation and exercife of independency
that God hatly not granted, and men and nations have no
vight to. In his ordinance of government and in his grant
of authority to rulets, and privileges to people, the Dreity
hath relerved certain rights to himfelf, and that of abfolute
independent fovereignty is one. For any flate or Rates, .
raler, or rulers, or ruled to fay they will have no God or
King over them, or to negle€t to own their dependence on
the moft HLGH, or to invade, or not defend his rights by
their laws, is-9. high mifdemeanor. ' .

Few at as if they thought there was one higher than
they, to whom they are accountable for their conduét in
their eleflive or official capacity. The fource of all evils
in eleflive governments is in the not ufing or abufing the
privilege of cle@ion. If unfit men are chofen or appaint-
ed to be minifters of God § men very unlike to him, the
righteous will have caufe to mourn, as fome think they
have this day. = The ideas that cleftors have that they may
geglett or ufe their privilege as they will, without account-
ability, and thai the ele€ed are their fervants and not God’s
inifters for his honcur and the puhlic good ; and that
the pecple are the fource of fovercign power, lead to abfo.
- late independenice on God the author of all governing

"power,in every mode of its lawful conveyance or exercife.
And yet this.idea of the fovereignty of the people too much
prevails in towns and ftates : by reafon hereof the whole
head is fick, and the whole heart faint. The eleéted think
they mof pleafe their Mafter,the fo- eign people, and
facrifice to the dragthat pulled them into office, Eletion
conveys ne authority, but only defignates the perfons to
exercife the authority which the ordinance of God gives,
or the conflitution of the flate in {ubordination thereunto
- conveys to the chofen into any office. All power or au-
thority is of God in the marriage relation, in the civil and
military departnients, and in ecclefiaftical government.
The governed have a power of privilege in chufing who
fhall rule over them under God, but are the authors of no
authority, Until this ungodly notion that “overeigaty
is from the ruled is rooted cut, geod government capnot be

expefled.
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eitpelled. ::Itis the duty of all to worfhip their creator, if
the peoplu create their rulers, and not God by his ordi. |
nance : if their authority is derived from their ele@ors,
and not froin the King of nations, the fovereign peopie are
the objeéls of werfhip, and net God : independence of God
js eftablifhed by this wicked yet popular do@rine. Ifa
majority of eleftors are evil, and act themfelves, the evil
will be chofen : and when the foundaticns are deftroyed,
what can the righteous do but moura that the wicked bear
tule ? You may think this improper upon the prefent oc-

_cafion, but it is a niiftake § 1 am flriking at the root of all
our evils in government. All begins in town meetings,
and fprings from the negle@ or abule of the privilege of
eletion. It is divine not human politics I am preaching
tipon,and will not forbear tho’ the Agisis pointed againik
me ;: the panoply of Godis my fecurity. Some difufe the
right of fuffrage: one finner may prevent or deftroy
much good, and by his negle® occafion the efablithmens
of iniquity by law, or occafion an atheift, desft, infidel, or
illuminee’s becoming prefident of the United States. Qth.
ker fome in town meetitigs aft at random, or asfome defign-
ing perfons dirct them. Hence we have fometimes moft
treiched - condult, which all individually are athamed of,
orat leaft cainnot defend. Thus they fet a fine example to
chofen rulers:to:do as-they have done, to choofe and ap-
poidt otlier officers in the fame unworthy manaer, even
uptothe head of government. An ele@ive government
-'lii!)te'ours"canv-ncver be bad long, unlefs the ele@ors are in
fault, who exercife their privilege, not as reaflon, religion,
and the public intereft dire@, but choofe men of knowa
{rreligious and immoral chara&ers. There is nothing to
fecure the fidelity of fuch men: the greatnefs of the ability
of a man without a God, renders him 2 more dangeroms
enemy than the man who hath twenty. The good cle@@-
‘or ‘or ruler can fay with Nehemiah, “ T hink upor me my
God for.good, according to all that 1 have done for this
people.” The ele€or may fometimes be deceived ormii-
taken in his object, the man of his choice, yet this is not
like knowingly making a wrong choice : The fuffrage isde-
figned well : and the ele€ed knowing he was chofen for
what he is confcious he is not, may yet be careful to fupe
port the chara&ter he was fuppofed ro be poflefled of, or at

leak
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leaft the lefs apt to warp from it. But if known irreligion
and infidelity are no bar to preferment, and virtue and pi«
ety are of no importance in a public ftation,in the. view.
of ele@ors, the wicked may bear rule, and -the righteous.
be left to mourn. If none but the eleftors of the bramble
were {cratched by him, it would be enly eating the" fruit
of .their own doings. , N
At the prefent day there is much difpute:about’ govern.
mental meafures, and for our divifions there ought to be
fearching of heart. The government hath unjuftly ex-
cluded the Clergy from the privileges of freemen, only be-
caufe we are officersina kingdom not of this world ; if we
‘thould mete the fame meafure towards officers in the king-
dom of this world, and exclude them from fpiritual priv.
ileges, upon this account, we fhould hear a juft complair’
from the few who defire to partake of what 1s fpiritual,-and
a louder cry of tyranny from many for being deprived of
~ what they do not defire, Our pofition fits us to be {pec-
tators of what pafles, and vur duty as Minifters of the
Prince of the Kings of the earth, obliges us to infpeét all
parties, and reprove what is amifs in any. This duty and
right is indeed denied by fome, they caliit a meddling
with politics. Thefe fame perfons once called upon the -
clergy to found the alarm from the temple at the begin-
ning of the revolutionary war, But now we muft hold
our peace, the realon of this change is obvious, it is feared
we fhall penetrate the Agis of demoralizers, and the pur-
fuers of unconftitutional meafures, and expofle them to
public view as what they really are, As waichmen if we
‘defcry evil we ought to give warning of it. We bhave a
duty to God, to our country, and to poflerity to difcharge.
And thereis juft caufe that at this time, and upon this oc-
cafion, we lift up our voices like trumpets, ery aloud and
foare not. . o
This therefore we {ay, that all, both rulers and ruled, all
- fides and parties owe allegiance, fubjeétion and obedienee
to God as King of nations, and 21l al{o are or ought to be
his profefled willing fubjeétsas King of Saints ¢ toown and
explicitiy acknowledge their cdepencence on him under
both thefe titles and characters. This is the beft wayto
maintain our independence on all others. Rulers as God’s
minifters, not people’s {ervants only for God’s fike and
the
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the public good; from whom as their King, pale
they derive their autharity in every mode of coaveyange; |
ought to render unto Him the things that are God’s, per-
fonally themfelves, and f¢e that all under them do it alfo.
God hath civil religions, or ¢ivil moral rights, which his cio-.
4] religions minifters have committed to them to take care
of. Hie day, his public warthip, bis name and word, ought
to be refpeéied : and plea of conlcience can exewpt any
from their obligation in thefe matters. God as King of
natioas hath enjoined a religion which is of this world,
which nations ought to oblerve, where ouly as {uch they
-exift, and can be rewarded.or punifhed. Rightgoufnels,
a8 it refpefts God and man,exalteth a nation,but fin of any
kind, is a reproach to a people. |
- It.is.righteoulnefs and fin only in their overt atls, that
the civil minifters of God can take cognizance of, and this
He ought te do: and not f{uffer any pretence to conicience,
to exempt any from their obligation to obey the firft table
of Gad's law as of civil religisus imterpretation, in overt
ata, any more than the fecond. He can take cognifance
of the ungodlinefs of any under the pretence of con{cience,
as well as he can of the murderer, who kills another, think«
ing hedoth God fervice. = Naris the murderer amore hurt-
ful member of [otiety, than theopenly prefane and ungod-
ly perfon. As fin in general is a reproach to a people, (o
none:is. more reproachful to a people, excepting it be with«
holding from God his dues, than party lying. ~Whether
demacratic, or federal lies are moft numerous, I fhall nat
determine, but this is probable, that if a duty was impofed
on known falfehoods and lies, and all other duties were
taken off, the treafury would fuffer no diminution. A
good caufe needs no {uch means of defence, and a bad one
is indefenfible by any means. When evil means are ufed,
it creates a fufpicion that the cauleis not good, at leaft, 1a
the apprehenfron of the ufer of them. . |
Another thing blameable in thefe difputes is undue
warmth, and manifeft ill will. The wrath of man worketh
not the righteoufnefs of God, nor yet the convittion and
converfion of the errorift from his way. If more ftudied
to be quiet, and to do their own bufinels, leading peaceable
lives in all godlinels and honefiy, under the rulers we have,
- until conflitutionally removed, if evil, it would be better

_for
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b&hq'md the public. -.In this way we fhall better
}naintain our independence, than in that which fome put-

ue. - . A - . R R T
- Our reputation hath been high abroad, but if a foreigner
fhould come bere, dnd take a fair view of the war of partiés
and the agitation of the whole body politic, he ¢ould not
form a high opinion of us,and fhould he ‘make a true report
upon his return, we fhould not be thought highly of.
What would futprife him moft, if he was a religious man,
would be our firange departure from the religious princi-"
ples, habits and cuftoms of our anceftors : our little carein
chufing,good perfons to rule; and our exceflive fondnefs
for {}ranger's of unknown or fufpicious charaters,to fay no
worfe. |
- Few with our Fathers would go out to feek purity of
wortfhip ellewhere if petrfecuted ever fo much here.

Many defire not to worfhip God at all, when they might

do it unmoleftedly ; and their duty, intereft, and the con-
tinued independence of their country require them fo to
do. The mdre dependent we are on God, the more inde-
pendent we fhall be on men. o .
- Mav rulers and ruled, glorify God as King of nations,
and of our nation in particular, and be thankful that He
may continue to blels us with independence, profperity and
peace. PBut above all, may we {o condu&t towards God as
King of Saints, that when we leave thisland to our pofter-
ity we may go to a better; eventhine, O Emmanuel, where
we fhall be forever free and independent of all, exceptiog
God all in-all, amEN. |
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REVELATION XVI. 8. 9. ' -
AND:{THE:JOURTH ANGBL POURED OUT HIS VIAL VPON
. FHE SUN -3 AND POWER WAS GIVEN .MIM TO SCORCH
. MZN WITH FIRE, ANDi MEN WERE SCORCHED WITH
'GREAT HEAT, AND BLASPHEMED THE NAME OF G@D,
"WHICH'$*tATHM POWER OVER THESE PLAGUES ; AND THEY
~-BBRENETED NOT TO CIVE HEM GLORY, . I

)

- ;.bo LRI S < LI ¢ -

Wi o & FJE;-book of the Revelation contains
% defcription of what John bad feen, the things which are,
804 which bail be bereafter, from the time be was ordered
ta write, to the confymmation of all things.: The things
that then were, are written in feven lesters, to feven then
exifting Churches in the leffer Afia.  The things that weré
then future are the contents of feven feals, feven trumpets,
and {even vials, The feventh feal runs into the following
trumpets, and the feventh trumpet into the following vials.
This chapter, wherein is the text, gives an agcount of the
third, and !aft Septenary, which is of the vials, or laft
plagues to be poured out upon the beaRt, or papal anti-
chrift. As the trumpets railed him up,the vials are to pull
bim down. And there is a great relation of the latter to
the former. - - . '

All requifite preparatioys heing made, *f a vaice comes
out of the tzmple, to thew the divine ‘authority for what
was doue, faying to the feven angels, Go your ways and
peur out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.”

v, !




The trumpets ate fo many Réps foWards-the “fitkn &2 “the
Roman Empire : but the vials effe@t the ruin of the Ro.
man Church. But in polity and government they refem..
. ble each other, like the {yftem of the world, both have their
{un, earth, fea, and rivers, ‘There is alfo fome likenefs of
thele plagues, to the plagues of Egypt. Rome Papal in
Chap. xi, 8, is called Egypt ; and they are alike in their
crimes and punifhments, The firfl vial is poured out up-
on the earth : {4 the-hail and'fire of the firR trumpet falls
upon the earth, The earth being that on which we tread,
build houfes, and from it are fupplied with the neceffaries
of life, it muft here fignify the foundation of the papal pow-
er, including the papal clergy ; dominions and revenues,
which uphold their Church. The effe of this vialis a
grievous /ore upon the men which had themark of the beaft,
and upon them who worfhipped his image. The fixth
Rlagye of Egypt wes.beils breaking out witt:blaing, *What
this gxicvons.{me,:fora'ulcer;~pa_rl'xc‘u‘m]y*mea‘ﬁs 4 n0f 1ckr
tiinly knows.,  Mr. Fleining think fr'o have by {thfhe
ﬂéf?@?tiog;atthefifé of Zuinglius ang Lusher,anno; 1446,
ahl’ ended ;1 564. . But Bifhop Newton thought itto b2 fue
ture when he wrote, Anno 1758. “ The fecond angel
poured out his vial unon the fea ; 4nd it became as the
bleod of a dead man > ‘congéaléd bldod-; “and every living
{M &.edi.n the foa:f”v.a.‘ YRS S a .‘3-.-‘.”@‘.'.” :!‘.‘k.:..:r.:"'.v.-‘.vs{-o.v “
52 The effeét of the fecond: trampee, When'a biith

rd
r

. g Wiob:
toin.wascall intothe (ea, was ohiat’ iPy Jea betdme blood,
4. The thidd angel poured eut: his vial ‘upon the vivers, 4tid
bomntains of watets ; and they became Blood.”* * 7

... The effeét of thefe two vials is fimilar to the ﬁrﬁ“’bl'aig'gig
of Egypt, when its waters, fireams, tivers, ponds, and pdols,
. became blood.  Seas and rivérs of blood in prophetic lin~
guage denote great flaughter. ‘Mr. Flemipg fixés ‘this
from. 1556 to 1617 when there were terrible wars ‘betwegn
papills and proteftaats, to the overcoming of the fOedier
with great lofs of blood. But Bifhop Newton refers it 1o
a time future to him. In the 5th and 6th verfes; the an-
gel of the waters celebrates the righteous judgments of'God
In adapting and proportioning the punifhment of the fol-
- lowers of the beaft, to their crime, - Nothing is ‘more e-
quitable than that they who have fhed the blood of faints
“nd prophets, thould be gorged with blood.  The eaftern

pcoplg
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people'fippoled particular angels prefided over -particular
mtiohs, 4ud alfo over particular elements, and wpartictlar
parts of hdture. In Chap. xiv. 18. we gead of an angel
who hid power-ov:r fire, as here of an angel of the waiers,
Anothrer arigel, out of the altar, joins the angel of the wat.
ers, in celébrating the praifes of the Lord God Almighty
for his true ‘'and righteous judgments in v, 7. This brings
us to the texi, the pcuri,ﬁg out cf the fourth vial upon the
Sun’ and the effe& and eonfequence ' thereof. 1 And the
foarth énﬁég‘ »oured out his vial upon the: Sun j aud pows
£r wis glvenhim to fcorch men with fire. - And men were
feoréhidd with great heat, 4nd blafphemed the name of God,
which hdth' power over thefe plagues : and they repented
nbt to'give him glory.”” . Expofitors differ very much cone.
cerhing the particular time intended by this wial ; fome
think 1t paft Jud ‘others’ yet future, Mr. Fleming, who
wroke 4 Setition the beginning of the laft: centyry, applies
this"fiaf 16 the late affiirs in France, 'He hath thefe words,
* Pehaps ‘the Frépnclf may begin to be confidetably hum-
bleéd dbout'that time :'that whereas the prefent French
King'takes tHe Sun fot his emblem, and this:For his motto,
nec pluribus. impar, lie'may at’length, or rather his fucesse
Jors, and the‘monarchy itfelf, (at teaft before the year 1798
or 4) e forced to acknowledge,’that in refpeéu'to the neigh-
Botirg potentates, heis even fingulis impar.”” And with
régang to'their continuing to’blafpheme God, and not re-
*fénﬁ.’ng:o‘f their deeds to give him glory, he underftands
this to dénote’thie prevalence of atheifm, deifm, {ocinianifm,
irreligion, j)rofanemefs; {cepticifm, hatred of godlinefs, for-
mality, and atrocious wickednefs, which thould abound for
.36 years from 1793, or 4. And then the Sun of the papa-
¢y is to be eclipfed himfelf.- -« We may juftly fuppofe,
faith He, that the French monarchy after having fcorched
others, may confume by doing fo : its fire and that which
is the fuél that maintains it, wafting infenfibly till it be ex-
haufted at laft, towards the clofe of this eentury.’”” He
hath in. thefe conjeGures one hundred years ago, fome
things very near, or quite the truth of falls ; at leaft they
are very actommodste to our times. And until fome e-
vent takes place nfore applicable 1 fhall think this fourth
vial poured ot on the Sun refpects the fcorching, which
the principal powers of popery have lately experienced lizn

| the
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the late war, now happily clofed Ifthe Sun means Francy
as Mr, Fleming faith that is their emblem ; their fcorching
with fire and great heat, may well mtend .what the
have felt, both mtema!ly, and externally, and . caufes
others to feel, beyond what hath been. eyer knowu
in comthon wars. They have been really cngr], more
bleod hath been fhed, and more devaftation made than ey~
er was known in. the {ame term of time, ‘

Same who firft engaged in. the French revolutnon only
fought a reafonable reform of government. But the in-
mﬁble philofophical, ind illyminated dire@ors meant not
“fo: their objeét was the total extermipation of all rehgnon
and government. The ac,obm club, and grqnd orient
lodge of philofophical 1llummees were the prime agents ip
the dreadful fcenes that were paffed tbrough in that wretche
ed kingdom. When they firft begun their retcnded re.
form, we wifhed them profpenty, expetling they w re pro-
ceeding. ypon the fober, well diredled princ plpg of the A-
merican revolution ; but as foon as Rohe plere, . ;Jamt,
and others of the fame clafs tock the lead, no true Amenc,an
could with them god fpeed. .. As e;ecrable a fet of men in
| prmaples and morals, as ever eg;&ed at once on this giobe |

aimed at cxtermmaupn rather than reformatwn, and tbe
did not confine their views to Erance only, but e;tcndcg
them to all Europe, and even to other parts.of the world.
The fcorching fire and heat, qnneceﬁhu ry deﬁroyed mnl-
_ lions, with circumftances of the moft favage, barbaroug,
j_wanton and unheard of cruelty, Their foreign wars were
_carried on yith great feracity, and their infidious arts prac-

tifed upon the §wifs, Dutch and Italians, deferve detefta-
txon

But that which is chiefly axmed at in this difcourfe, is
to notice the effec and confcqueﬂce of the fcorching fire

and heat of this vial poured out on the Sun. * They
blafphemed the name of God which hath power over the(y
plagues and they repented not to give him glo-
¥

& If we look into the natxons wbxch have fhared the moft
in the calamities of the European war, we fhall find the ef-
fet, and confequence to be fimilar to the pouring out qf
this fourth vial, By the figns of the times we may kn

where we are,
I_n.
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Iti fortet times under the trumr'et; fuperflition, idola.
try and worfhipping demons, previiled : they wese relig-
jous over much. They believed tmore than they needed to,
and did thany works of Supererogation, Ifin former times
a calamity fell upon papifts, they pratifed all manner of
{fuperfition, multiplied proceffions, obferved feftivals, weat
on pilgrimages, made donations, and vows as proper means,
in their apprehenfion to avert, or remove judgments, and
appeale the Deity. Bat all this is paft and gone. Athe.
ifm, dei(m, infidelity, and whatever is comprehended in
blafphemy are now prevalent. The fentiments of Voltaire,
D’Alembert, Diderat, Condorcet, Helvetius, Bolanger, or
he who wrote Chriftianity unveiled, and others were early
{pread through France, and Germany ; and the principles
of illuminifm dire€ted their relolution, According to au-
thentic dotuments, a confederacy was formed for the extir-
pation of all religion and government, It is true they
were under popery, and delpotilm, not the belt religion
and government. EBut bath far better than illumini(in; and
liberty and equality, The revolutionifts did not defire a
reform in cither, but to fupprefs all religion,{ubvert all mo-
ral inftitutions, and focial order. And what is their boaft-
ed government of liberty, and equality,but abfolute delpot-
ifm P Where are their rights of the people ? Atheilm or
the denial of God’s exiftence is ericoaraged and appland.
ed : and the entrance of their Church yards, are marked
with this horrid fentiment, ** Death is an eternal f{leep.”
Induce meu to believe all this, and a&t up to it, and evil
muft enlue. The horrors of the French revolution were

the nataral effe@s of it. . - .
If a reformation had been aimed at, in France;, popery
‘with all its abfurdities would not have been re-eftablifhed,
or.a worle defpotifm than ever they groaned under before.
Popery with all its fuperftitions and abfurdities is by no
?eans cqual to what the philofophifts, call Illumin~
ym,
Being unmatked, (aad it hath been unmafked by Abbe
Barruel, profeflor Robefon; and by Mr. Payfon the author
of the modern antichrift, which I would recommend to all
to read, and to whom I am much indebted in this difcoutr(e)
Being unmaiked, it is an infernal deftru@ive combination
againft the moft precious interefts of mankind, Its real
nature
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fature and tendenty is directly oppofite ta its pretended,
and'avlwed obje€t,  The principle and fowsite of it, is.a
deep rooted enmity to all religiousreftraint, and efpecially
is their enmity pointed againft Chriflianity, = 1€ they aBed
under the influénce of other motives, yet the above was the
moft predomifant in the illuminees, By what they call
qu/mPolitifm. or worldly Citizenthip, and their exexcife
of it, they thew themfelves to be the genuine offspring of
Apoilyon the deftroyer, the god of this world, for they aim
at the deftrullion of all, who will not be dupes to their de-
figns, - Their morality means the uncontrouled indulgence
of all the corrupt propenfions of their depraved. natures;
only preferving fo much of an outfide fhew, as will enable
them the better to impofe the better upon mankind, 'What
is the Jiberty they invite men to? Is it rational ? Is it
founded on law ? Jsit any thing but a blind fubje&ion to
the invifible and unknown guides of their order ¥ The
‘equality they join with liberty is a total repugnance to the
order of nature, and nature’s God : and their humanity is
the extinftion of all focial affeCtions, and emancipates them
from all the parental, filial, fraternal, and fororal ties of
nature. The hongurable, comfortable, and beneficial in-
fitution' of marriage, is to them infufferable ; abortion is
no crime, but every check to brutal indulgence is by them
efteemed tyrannical. 'What is their philolophy but a jum.
ble of theories contradifted by univerfal experience, Tilt
this blafplyemous age of reafon, {o called by one who wrote
with as little of it a; any man in it, an atheift was thought
s prodigy, and [cariely fuppofed to exift, but sow God
would not be fo blalphemed as he is: if he was fuppefed to
exift. But with the men | am delcribibg, their Creator is
chance, and their futare hope an eveérlalting fleep. But
Voltaire, D’Alembert, could not initheir laft momeats: re.
alize that hope, but felt the mighty hand of Him whom
they bla(phemoully called that. Wret.ch, cruthing them un-
der its infupportable weight. This verifies an exprefleon
of Dr. Young, ¢ Men may live fools, butfools they catinot
die :*’ Voltaite was more rational in his laft wo fickne/s, than
he ever had been iniall his life before.  He acknowledged
& power above, and ‘wWould fo far as ‘he could have undone
all that he bad done, if the watchful fophifter’s around his
bed bad not prevented. The blalphemous illuminati and

. philofophifs
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’ Eilofopbiﬂs whom I am defcribing, believe any means
lawful for the attainment of a good end : aflaffinatior; abor-
tion, peculation, the fubverfion of all energetic government
where they do not rule themfelves, and of all focial order,
They covet property not their own, and will ufe agy meaos
2o obtain it ; men of property that have not power are fure
to fall before them. They 2ve never ealy but in a ftorm,
or projeting fome revolutionary fchemes for the diftur.
bance of the peace of lociety. Such is illumini{m, though
I have not half defcribed the dcformed monfter, This
was the invifible mover and guide in the French revolution,
~ #and it would be happy fur other nations if they were free
from its influence, R
... Underall the fire poured out upon them in the vial of
- God’s wrath; aad under all their [corching, was there any

+acknowledgment of his hand; which hath power over thefe
plagues P Did they not bla(pheme him the more and ridi-
cule his inflitutions, and try all they could to abolifk the
very remetnbrance of them, changing the names of their
gnonths, and reckoning by ten days, inftead of fevens, left
God’s day fhould be remembered | y .
. Look into other parts of Europe, where French princi-
ples and pra&ices have fpread, and feeif the effe& hath
mot been blalphemy and infidelity, and all increafing wick-
ednefs, Thele are fpreading in Germany, and all popifh
Countries, The fober Swifs, and plodding Dutchman,
have caufe to rue the day that they ever heard of Freach
liberty and equality, or felt their fraternal, tather infernal
fquecze. 5 - .

While we lament the progrefs of thefe principles and
praflices in Europe, we have jult caufe to be alarmed atour
- ovn fituatioti, The comiag of forcigners from Europe

‘into thefe States, hath greatly hurt the principles and man-
..ners of native Americans. And the admitting thefe emi-
grants into various departments of government, bath been
‘'very :injurious to us,and will be more fo if perfifted in.

It is not to our credit, or for oyr fafety, to import rulers
from Europe, men of unknown chara@ers, or known to be
notgood. It is indeed ot my defign to cnter fo deeply
into our political, as into our religions ftate; though in the
former refpec we have very much departed from thofe
principles which ferved to procure, and cftablifh our inde-

-y D .. pendence,




» " L.

o : [ 2’6) J PR USRI SRR K
pendence, and rerider us o profpersds: uisder our foderil
government, The legacy of'W ast N d rol iaiforgotten,
and the adminiftration. of A Afs is-evA fpokeaniof; when
it is evident to a' demonflration; that \whateves-of prefperi.
ly we now enjoy is chitfly owing' to  theit wild tondul,
They were notinfallible of petfe€t: they way bave.erred
But nof to merit the clamor tHat hath Been :i‘raftéd,:ngain{i

them. - They did well in Pr‘ei‘efﬁog{foigh-t_@eié'e with:-Ea-.
yope. Andthe Countyy was well Tatisfred wibhs tlieir meal-
ures till very lately. For our preferit 4lteration: of :fenti-
“ents, and for our divifions there-ought to be fearehing: ®f
“hearts. Not to erlarge here. The growtk :of infidetity
4nd {cepticifm, the ﬁcglc&‘dfl‘ viblic worfhip; -and of the
fabbath, and other divine inffitutions, ate-what ‘I may de
allowed to take notice of. Fhey aré not unfit politics. for
Minifters to treat of. That the above principlés are: in-
creafing cahnot be denied. . And ‘what can this-bo - owing
to, but the influence which the writifigs of the Freach pin-
lofophiils have over {ome of cur leading €haraéters 1. .or the
invifible power of illuminilm way {ecretly operate Lo
bring revelation and public religious inftitutions inte. dif-

credit. |

4

~ The public.worfhip of the King of nations is a- duty-na.
tions as fuch owe to-the Deity; which ‘the civil religious
minifters of God have no right'io neglect themfelves, or.dif-
penfe with in thofe'they govérn. This inftitution, which
in a civil politic view is (o friendly ta peace, order, amd the
well being of [ociety, is growing ifitd great negle& among
higher a'ﬁa;%h}tr-élaﬁ?s,'of',p'cdﬁ‘l_é. ' f¥nid when heads of a
tation for-years'together nggle® hid public wotthip,-it can-
not be confldered as treating ii’ic‘}SﬂPréhe King and God
accotding to what Hé is. -Exaifle in the great efpecially
if not good, is very apt to be fellowed by inferiors ¢ and
when God's worthip is neglédted by the higher and lower
tanks ini a tiation, théy may juRtly ‘expec the vials of God’s
wrath < be poured out upon thétn., - A man:who hath
twenty gods, is rather to be rélied'on, than the philofophift
" that hath o Deity at all. If public worfhip was attended
‘gpon isit ufed to be in our Fathers® days, many large
Meeting houfes, not to fay our own, woald be more de-
cently filled than they ate, unlels it be upon fome fpecial

eccafion like the prefent, |
Ths




