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ORATION:

FeLrow Citizexs,

~ Ox this, the anniversary of our independent existence as a
nation, it has been customary for the people, throughout our
land to meet together: and laying aside the cares, anxieties, and
pursuits of common life, to mingle their congratulctions, and
to offer up their thanksgivings for that event, which has, for
so many years, counferred upon them unbounded happiness and
prosperity. We come together upon these occasions, to con-
template our civil institutions, to dwell upon their origin, to
review the past, to consider the present, and to anticipate the
future probable condition of our beloved country. It is with
deop yet sober admiration, that we call up and reflect on the
wisdom and patriotism of our fathers, by whose exertions, the
inheritance of constitutional liberty and equal laws was ac-
quired and transmitted to us, and we delight, on this conse-
crated day, to dwell upon the precious gift, and to renew our
vows to preserve it in its purity and simplicity. ¥We come to-
gether, the rich and the poor, the exalted and the humble, the
aged and the young, to acknowledge the goodness and value
of our civil institutions, to congratulate ourselves upon their
cqual protection, and to revel in the light and warmth of that
liberty, which sprang from the devotion, the sacrifices, and the
blood of our forefathers. Whatever bittocrness of varty may exist
however local or sectional interests may divida, ull parties and
all sectinas unite in grateful thanks to that Previdence, which
has made this day to us, the landmark of vur liberty and laws.
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Let us then, animated by this spirit, indulge ourselves with
a fow moments’ consideration of those subjects connected with
our institutions, which seem most appropriate for the oceasion.

The limits of a single discourse would not permit a history
oftho causes, that led to the revolution. The long succes-
sion of cvents, which ended in a final separation of our coun-
try from England, should be the careful and attentive study
of every American citizen. The earlicr settlers of New Eng-
land, and of the colonies generally, were men of more than
ordinary intelligence and education ; they come to this coun-
try not in search of gain, but to attain an object, which none,
but thinking and intelligent men would have cousidered worth
the sacrifices they made. They sought for some spot, where
unshackelled and uncontrolled by arbitrary power, or by laws,
which they considered oppressive and unjust, they might enjoy
to its fullest ex’.at the rights of self government, and the per-
fect freedom to worship God, after the dictates of their roeason
.and conscience.* The instant they embarked upon this enter-
prize they became Freemen to the full extent of their desires,
and they considered the rights of freedom to be the prize, they
had gained by their voluntary exile from the land of their birth.
‘These rights were the constant subject of their thoughts, and
by means of wholesome laws, by the practices of strict virtue,
by widely diffusing the benefits of good education, they pre-
pared all who came within their influence for the right appre-
hension of the privileges they enjoyed, and a just appreciation
of the bencfits to be derived from their political and religious
freedom.

We find as the colonies increased, tho spirit of free-
dom and intelligence kept pace with their growth, the doc-
trines of government inculcated and practised upon from their
foundation, created a jealous watchfulness of their rights which
they had becn taught accurately to value. This jealousy was
not an idle one, England became aware of the growing impor-
tance of her colonies, and began at an early period to encroach
upon the rights, and to question the powers claimed by them.
The desire of peace, the natural ropugnance to the idea of
extreme opposition to the mother country, had operated to a
considerable extent, in leading our ancestors to a concession of
some of the criginal rights conferred upon them by charter, or
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acquired by long usc ; bul when the attack was made upon
those powers, which involved the more important principles of
liberty, belonging to them as English subjects, the spirit of
resistance became manifest. They buckled on their armor,
as a matter of necessily, as a duty, which every man felt him-
self called upon to perferm, who valued his rights, and thought
tkom worthy of preservation. They would have been unworthy
of the land from which they came, of the blood which flowed
in their veins, had they not defended themselves in the cxer-
cise of rights, long valued from their possession, and which
they considored thoir choicest birthright. In truth, the colo-
nies from the beginning, considered themselves, not only the
possessors of all the rights which the mother country awarded
to its subjects at liome, but also as cntitled to additional privi-
leges which could not be enjoyed under the constitution and
laws of Kngland. They left their native country, because
they were not free enough under the charter of English liber-
ties, and they took care, in mosi cases, to have an additional
grant of freadom from the British crown. 1i was, when these
grants were attempted to be encroached upon, usurped and
destroyed, that the resistance of the colonies against the moth-
er country began. They sprang up, atvned men, to the de-
fence of their liberties, and the spirit which animated their
ranks, was like ¢ the splendor of Diomede, lent by wisdom
and not by passion, a favoring sign of the presence of that
deliberate power that guides the just and protects the free.”

It is evident that the British ministry did not understand the
character of the people, they endcavored to bend to their
schemes of aggrandizement and power. Our strength and
means of resistance were miscalculated, and everlooking all
the natural and peculiar cnuses which increased our physical
cnergies, it was imagined that a military police woull be sufhi-
cicnt to check our heentious and rebellious spirit.  Actual or-
ganized resistance to heroverwhelming power was not dreamed
of, a large military force was sent here, it is true, but it was
not for the purpose of war, but simply to crush «t a blow should
a pretence bo aflorded, the tcbellious disturbances and mu-
tinous conduct o! “lie citizens of the town of Boston,~—to blot out
upon the first occasion, the foul stain which had been put wpon
the loyalty of American subjects, in the blocd of some hun-
dreds of the colunists of New Wingland. 1t was not known
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across the Atlantic, how deep and universal was the sympa-
thy of the whole pcople hero, it way only from subsequent
events, it was discovered that one genvral spirit animated the
South, as well as the North, — a spirit that forcu: could not
conquer, but which gathcred now strength in the attompt to
destroy it. The sympathetic action of the colonics began at a
moment’s warning, and a secret impulso went through the land,
like the still voice that spread over France, to expect her exil-
ed Emperor’s approach at the coming of the violets of spring.

It was here, that the spirit or dotermined liberty first
manifested itself. 'The languago of Freemen is the only one
that has sver been heard upon this spot. It was here that the
alarum of war was first sounded in defence of the rights of libor-
ty andit rang along the coast until it was cchoed back from the
farthest bounds. Upon the plains of Concord and Lexing-
ion, the war commenced, and the patriots who had been fore-
most in opposing the usurpations of Eungland became the lea-
ders of the revolution. They saw when the first blow had been
struck, when actual hostilitics had cmbittered and cxusperated
both parties, that all rcasvnable hopes of conciliation were at
an end, — that submission then to the measures of the kn-
glish government would be an admission of previous rebellion,
and that punishment by greater usurpations would be inflict-
ed. They felt the neccessity of awakening the country to a
conviction of this fact, of informing it of the danger that hung
overit. They saw that the force of events had carried them
to the alternative of undeniable independence or abject sub-
mission. At this juncture they fclt and acted as frecmen, who
never had been slaves. There were many, they knew, who
would be unprepared for this event, many who were
desirous of obtaining a restoration of their righta, but
who would not contend for them at the bayonet’s point, so long
as any hope of compromise or rcconciliation remained ; they
feared too, now that hostilities had commenced, some would
be found to shrink from the dangers and sacrifices, which
would be the necessary result of a p. '~acted struggio :with
the mother country. It was then, that the colonics, in Con-
oress assembled, represented by men, whose actiens aro
stumped with the highest moral sublimity and dignity of v/hich
hhuman nature is capable, — by men, conscious of the {ull ox-
tent and hearine of the act they were about to perlorm, after
deep and carcful deliberations, by a solemn and  powerful de-
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claration of their rights, threw off their allegiance to Great
Britain, and declared themselves free and independent states.

The effect of this solemn act was not to confer freed~m, but
to sever the ties between the colonies and Great Brivuin § the
states remained as before, free, — the declarations of their
rights, and the scvcrance of their relations with the mother
country merely established their independence, QOur revolution,
in this important respect is unlike in its history, that of any
cther in the world. It was not a convulsive effort of a pcople
laboring under some abject sorvitude, nor the overthrow of
oac despot to make room for another. It was a simple act of
casting off allegiance to a power, who had abused the author-
ity entrusted to it. But as this act was not assented to, and
as it was attempted by England, forcibly to maintain the exer-
cise of an abused authority over the colonics, the contest be-
gan, the ono to maintain and enforce powers which were
never conceded, the other, for independence, upon the ground,
that the other party to the contest, had forfeited by her arbi-
trary usurpations, all claims to respect or obedience. We do
not go back therefore, to trace our rise as a nation, from an
ago of bondage. We read in our history only of freedom,
<nd of the struggles of freemen for its preservation.

QOur independence of all foreign powers, having been de-
clared, maintzined and finally acknowledged, the states were
as to ecach othcr, free, independent and sovereign. Confederat-
cd as allics, and not consolidated into one government. It
was carly perceivable that the confederacy of the states, form-
cd at the revolution, was insufficient as a government, and it
wns manifest that a new and greater concentration of power,
must be created under sume different form. There was but
little difference of opinion, as to the necessity of a general
aovernment over the states ; tiwe great question which finally
divided the pcople was, as to the extent of the powers neces-
sary to be conlerred upon it, to make it effectual, (o premote
the safety and prosperity of the several states. A\ convention
of the states was called to deliberate upon the formation of a
new covernmeant, one was framed by it and submitted to the
pcnplu for thew :Ippmvnl, i1t was, after long and anxious dch-
heration, adopted by several states, and it is now in successful
operation. It was thus, to the astonishment of the political
philosophers of all Lurope, without dissention or bloodshed,



()
0

with none of the insurvectionary movements usually attendant
upon the change of governments, and without the aid of an
armed force of any kind, the old confederacy was abandoued,
and a new government established, (ixing upon a permanent
basis, the rights of the people and the powers of the rulers.

It is diflicult to imagine a more sublime or ennobling spec-
tacle, than was here presonted ; @ whole people deliberating
upon the provisions of a government they were about to estab-
lish ; every legislature of every state, beforo whom it was
placcd for assent, and ratification, an arena upon which an
infelligent people stood to canvass with jealous fears and
watchful eycs, the powers they were to confer, and every press
at work to point out the strong and weak points of the Conati-
tution, which the pcople were invited to adopt. The powers
of a government are usually developed and established accor-
ding to the circumstances which connect themsclves with the
pcople over whom they are exercised. Abuses in this man-
ner crecp into governments, which never can be entirely
cradicated without revolution. But in the Constitution pre-
sented to the American people, there was nothing of this
kind, it was not put on and fitted afterwards, but it was made
of new and fresh materials, and adapted to the wants and ca-
pacitics of the people who were to be protected by it.

The powers of the government were intended to be plain
and simple, and the states conceded only so much as was ne-
cessary to give to it, the means of protecting the dignity, wel-
fare and interests of the people. Notwithstanding, however,
this was the apparent aim of the new Constitution, the watch-
ful jealousy of the people was roused, they were not con-
tented to take it, merely because they had confidence in the
integrity of those whom they had appointed to prepare it, they
wished to examine it, to see whether or not the work was well
and faithfully done,—to judge for themselves, whether their
rights were fully protected. Past experience, as delincated
upon the pages of history, has shown, that when a people
have become exasperated by wrongs and injurics inflicted by
despotic or absolute power, and have rebelled against it, they
most usually throw themselves upon any support, and adopt
any expedient by which they can successfully resist the ag-
gression, and running from onc danger, they lose from their
precipitancy ull bonefit from the movement. But it was not
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so with the colonies, they threw ofl' the grasp of arbitrary
power, without losing for an instant. a cautious regard of
dangers which might on any side beset them. They sparing-
ly committed in the first instance to a confederacy of the
atates, powers sufficient to make an offensive and defensive
alliances in time of war, and when the danger that had united
them had passed away, they continued equally cautious as to
tho extent of their concessions to any government, of the
rights possessed by the states independent of each other,
This deliberate and solemn method of providing a mode of
government for themselves, suited to their cxalted sensc of
man’s rights and duties, and adapted to the wants and ener-
gies of the pecople, entirely accorded with the character of the
American colonists, which was eminently distinguished for
sobriety, intellicence and patriotism, and which so long as
it is cherished and imitated by their descendanis, will be the
sure guaranly of the safety and durability of the govern-
ment.*

The same jealousy of the states, as to the powers conferred
upon the general government, confinues still to animate and
excite discussion ; a constant watchfulness has been kept over
its operations, to scc that it only works out the original inten-
tion ofits framers. The people arc still looking after and
considering the affairs of the statc, as their own, and it is
gratifying to the friends of good government that it is so.
At times, however, the discussion of ihe powers of the gene-
ral government has been carried on in too high a spirit of ex-
citement, bordering upon hostility ; reason has sometimes
been clouded by passion, or blinded by self-interest, the even
course of justice has been threatened with interruption, and
the exccution of the laws of the union has been in danger of
violent resistance. - ‘

The question has been raiscd, whether Cougress has the
right to impose duties for any purpose, but that of raising a
sufficient revenue, or in other words, whether it can lay duties
upon foreign imports, the object of which is, not merely that
of raising a revenue, but more especially for the protection of
American industry and manufactures.

P L
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It is impossible upon an occasion like this, to give a histo-
ry of the long established policy of the government in this re-
spect, and it is ncedless, for the subject is familiar to hl! who
hear me. It is sufficient now to state, that South Carolina, be-
lieving the tariff’ of duties laid by Congress to be unjust, une-
qual and oppressive upon her citizens, and believing that Con-
gress has no power, by the constitution to pass any law for the
protection of any branch of American Industry, has assumed
the position, that any Iaw of this nature, is unconstitutional,
and that any state has aright to resist its execution within her
himits. The questions raised by this bold limitation, attemp-
ted to be put upon the powers of the government, are of great
magnitude,~—of vital importance both to the prosperity of the
States and the preservation of the union, affecting the industry,
capital and population of millions. If the law be unconsti-
tutional, it destroys the wealth, paralizes the industry and dead-
ens the enterprise of a vast portion of our country. But notwith-
standing the ruin, the unconstitutionality ofthe tariff law would
bring upon the country, I believe it would be borne by those
most injuriously affected by such a decision without a murmur,
if the question werc solemnly decided in the proper tribunal,
which the constitution has provided for this purpose, but not
otherwise. It is wholly idle to debaté whether the Legislative
department of the government has a righ! to pass a law, unless
there is some proper tribunal to settle the right, and unless all
partics are willing to submit to its decisions. Qur government
1s not supported by physical force : its power depends upon the
public opinion, and its duties can only be performed so long ns
a proper sense of obedience to the laws remains in the people,
when that is gone, the action of the government is at an end.
Without some tribunal therefore, to decide upon the many con-
flicting interests which arise to make laws unacceptable to por-
tions of the people, to whose decision they are willing to bend,
there can be no certain control or himitation over any depart-
ment of the government. The inquiry then, whether a state gov-
ernment has the power to resist or annul the force of any law
of the United States within her territories is deeply important
to the stability of the Union, and it should be diligently ex-
amined into by every citizen.

At the formation of the federal government, cach Htate trans-
fered to it certain rights, powers and privileges. It would
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seem absurd in the case of states as well as individuals, to make
a surrender of rights, without providing some mode of deter-
mining its extent, beyond the party’s own construction of the
language used to make it. If upon any doubt arising, each or
either party were to be the umpire, the surrender might as well
not have been made. The gencral governmnet asserts a right
to pass laws for the encouragement of American Manufactures,
and a state government denies that it has any power under its
constitution to pass such a law, they are the parties to the case,
in which neither the State nor the Legislative department of
tho government, by the plainest rules of common sense can be
the judge.

When however we sct about seriously to consider those meas-
ures, which shall have the strongest tendency towards the
preservation of the Union, we must in some degree leave the
question of mere abstract right and direct our thoughts to those
means only, which can, lawfully and prudently, be made availa-
ble for the purposes of good government. Individuals as well as
states have many rights, which it would be foolish to enforce,
for their own sakes as well as for the sake of others. Expediency
is a better guide than mere right, and the combination of both
is necessary to make a perfect government. The former teach-
es us how fur we should go, in exerting our rights, the latter is
but a limitation and boundary of them beyond which we can
not pass. If a State therefore, feeling aggrieved at any law of
the Union shall determine to nullify or resist the execution of
it within its limits, what do the lessons of wisdom and expedi-
ence teach us ? ot to resort to force, in the first instance!
for tho very idea of force, to be used against a State, implies
hostility, and a severance of it from the Union. The first drop
ol blood shed in a conflict between any one State, and the gen-
cral government, must place that State in a position, which as
was the case with the Colonies, and the mother country,
must forever prevent her coming again into the Union. Such
i1s tho delicate nature of the tie that binds us, that ifits threads
be once broken, no power, skill or ingenuity can again unite
them., Bloodshed und violence be the question of right as it
may, arc no ccmenters of union, nor creators of harmony, and
far distant, 1t 1s to be hoped, is the day when they shall come to
deluge and devastate the land. We are to presume that no
state 1s desirous of destroying or departing from the social com-
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pact, until the union has gone very far by acts of conciliation
to preserve it, and by a compromise, at the expense of some of
our interests, to restore the harmony so essential to tho stability
of the government. It is extremely questionable whether force
should be used in any cvent, to compel a state to obey the
laws of the union, it would be better to exclude, if it could be
done peaceably, the refractory state from all participation in
the union, and to shut it out in all respects from the benefits,
since it will not suffer the disadvantage of the connoction.
Harmony between the states cannot be cnforced, one might
as well endeavor to compel the existenco of love or friendship
between enemies, by uniting them with chains and shackles.

The consequences of an open conflict between tho general and
a state government arc almost too horrible to reflect upon. In
calculating the value of the union, we cannot shut our cyes to
the miseries of disunion,—if the calculation must be made, let
it be done with a full comprehension of the effects, which would
attend its violent destruction. If it must fall, let the oceans of
blood that may flow from a single blow, let the distresses of war
which would probably ensue, let the ties of kindred that must
certainly be broken, be taken into the great account, before an
arm is raised in such an unholy cause, and a pause at least will
take place beforo any state will determine, as the result of the
computation, to sacrifice its place among the states, so long
and so happily united. Time will be given for a more friendly
consideration of each other’s interests und wants, and it will
be a delightful task to consolidate the union in a still greater
degree, by a few sacrifices of claims and interests, which may
be given up without vitally injuring any portion of the industry,
energy or resources of the country.

I consider that, within a short time, the government has
stood upon the very edge of dissolution,—that South Carolina,
misguided and blinded to her true interests and to the respect
due to the gencral government, forgetting that in all doubtful
cases, great regard should be paid to' the expressed opintons
and sentiments of the other states, and acting against its former
avowed opinions upon the powers of the national government,
contemplated unless it could force a repeal, to resist the execu-
tion of its laws. There seemed to be wanting on both sides,
there and clsewhere, a spirit of conciliation and a desire to
avoid bringing the question to a peaccable determination, a
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disposition of which, in the manner it was threatened, would
have broken up and dismembered the union forever.

If, instead of conciliatory measures, the laws of the Union
had beon enforced by a flect aud an army, if| instead of endea-
voring to settle the dispute on the way, the acts of Congress
had been supported at the bayonct’s point, the result would
have been disunion, bloodshed and war.4 In the bloody scenes
which would have ensued, there might have arisen leaders,
whose march would not have stopped on the smoking rums
of a fallen state, a military despotism might have grown
up, whose powers would find no limit or constitutional re-
straint.T An indignant senate would have been casily over- -
awed and put down, and their uselessness proclaimed to a.de-
ceived pcople at the head of an armed host. Such things have
been recorded on the pages of history, God grant that they
may never sully ours. Itisin times of internal commotion,
that a statc is most endangered, because at such periods,
the laws and the constitution are necessarily entrusted to
military force. The civil becomes subservient to a military
government, the steady, deliberate movements of the former
are checkod, and its animation being once suspended, it
would be comparatively casy to prevent its restoration to
vigor and action ]

The political excitement, which is, at present, more particu-
larly occupying the minds of the people, and the stirring
times, which are now pressing on, throw an air of lightness
over less recent events, and have, for a time, stilled the ele-
ments of discord at the South. And it is to be hoped, that

new interests will spring up to prevent the unnatural division
which is threatened. But we must not depend on the cure of

one evil by the happening of another. The cloud that betok-
ens the storm, is still lingering above the horizon, the angry
murmurings of its distant thunder is yet booming upon the ear,
at intervals, the vivid lightning of discussion flashes out, re-
vealing the blackness around and within, the waters are yet
troubled, and the oil of conciliation falls but slowly, when it

should gush out upon the angry waves and still them to
repose.

The states, having the power to make laws, and being in

e e
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many respects, sovereign within their limits, one of the great-
est dangoers to the stability of tho union lies in tho action of
the people within a stato, supported by its authority, against
that of the general government.  Insurrection and rebellion,
unsanctioned by a state, is as much a rebellion against its
laws as against those of the general government, and there-
fore readily resisted and put down, but in the case, we have
been considering, it is otherwise, because the contest takes
place between two legally constituted governments, it be-
comes a family quarrel, the more bitter from the previous in-
timate connection, the more unrelenting, because the most
unnatural. The blood which falls in such a conflict, would
make the union gape with wounds beyond the power of art or
time to heal. The subject, therefore, stands first in impor-
tance, to every onc who values aright the blessings which
flow from our government and laws, to preserve which, should
be the highest endeavor of patriotism, the strongest desiro
of the lovers of freedom.* .

A. remarkable feature of the times, which, it scems proper
to notice on this occasion, as intimately connected with our
institutions, is the innumerable parties which are constant-
ly springing mp, and bearing morc or less directly, upon the
interests of the country. e have partics for every thing ;
whenever any object iz to be attained, that calls in the aid
or unites the interest of a few individuals, whether it rclates
to politics or any thing elsc, a party is organized, to take
upon itself the work of accomplishment. Society is thus
split 1nto minute divisions, and the combinations of different
interests are as various, as it is in the power of numbers to
mwake. All these associations, though orgarized for some
purpose, cntirely foreign to mere politics, arc- made to bear
upon all elections among the people, and men, marshalled
under their respective standards, march to the ballot box, to
give their votes for persons professing their peculiar opinions,
without regard to any thing clse. The candidates for office,
therefore, are frequently chosen, less on account of their fit-
ness for the ofiice, or because of their political tenets, than
for their expressed opinions upon some matter, which has no
reference whatever to their qualifications for the office itself ;

* Note GG,
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the political or personal reputation of a candidate is of secon-
dary importance, so long as he is pledged to obtrude, when-
ever occasion offers, the peculiar dogmas of some associat
1on, he more particularly represents.  Such parties, are the
growth of cvery day, and they usually die with success.
They would be unnoticeable, but for their effect in destroying
what should be the aim and end of all parties—the support
of the great interests of the nation. In some shape they must
exist in all free governments, for whenever men haveo a rightto
think, there arc always differences of opinion, and when those
differences arise upon great political questions, they go to
create parties. The legitimate purposes of parties are then
performed, in presenting to the people in all their various bear-
ing3s, the questions, which they are called upon to decide.
Parties in a free government are only dangerous in their re-
sults, when they arc formed or continued to support mere per-
sonal ambition. The theory of our government is to make all
public offices, not only unworthy of any but the most disinter-
ested and virtuous, but also to prevent them from being an ob-
ject of ambition for the pecuniary or personal advantages, that
may go with them. ’'They are continually liable to a change
of possessors, and the emoluments are so insignificant as barely
to indemnify those who arc chosen to fill them  Yersonal sac-
rifices are to be made, and self interest to be lorgotten, when a
man becomes the servant of the people, he is supposed to ac-
cept an office only from a sense of duty, and gladly to retire,
when he is no lonzer wanted, Expericnce however, has presen-
ted but a small number who have stoed before the people in this
high and honorable light, nnd the eyes of the patriot are not
often refreshed with the sight of any self denying citizen who,
hke Cincinnatus, is dragged with unwilling steps, by a lofty
sense of duty, from the scenes of private life, at the bidding
of a virtuous and discerning people. 1f such men exist, the
people do not seck for them, they sclect from those who thrust
themselves upon their attention, and secure their sweet voices,
by profcssions, which are seldom practised. Such menare to
be narrowly watched. Ifambition for distinction and power
leads an American citizen to become a newspaper gladiator,
or makes him willing, for the personal gratification it may afford
him, to be thrown as a bone of contention before the crowd, his
conduct should be closcly scrutinized.  There is danger, lest
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an his success, he should cavot'a permanent authority and that
he will use it, less to administer the law with impartial justice,
than te secure a continuance in the place, he labors so long
and endures so much to attain. We cannot turn to a page in
the history of nations, without being forcibly struck, how en-
tirely they have always become the mere theatres for the per-
sonal ambition of a few, and in all republics particularly, we
-cannot fail to perceive how regularly the government has gone
on from the purity to the perversion of its doctrines, by the
greedy covetousness of thosc who, having once had a taste of
power, are unwilling to give it up. The contests for office
-attach the people to their leaders, to the utter disregard of eve-
ry other consideration,-— enough are to be the sharers of their
success, to put every spring into action, that will help to bear
them on to a favorable issue, and the real interests of the coun-
try are forgotten in the question, which of two citizens shall
rule over us ? Governments are seldom subverted by conquest,
they are usually vanquished by faction, which grows up under
-some popular and unprincipled leader, they become degraded
by dissension, the seeds of which are planted at the instigation
of a few, who hope to reap a rich reward in the destruction of
‘the laws of social order, We need not go back to the days of
Marius and Sylla, for illustration or experience upon this sub-
ject, the examples of more modern times are fresh before us,
to warn, enlighten and instruct.

It is so much casier to win one’s way in a popular govern-
ment, by flattering the prejudices of the people, mnstead of re-
moving them, that it is something to their praisec to find how Jit-
tle mischief the practice occasions. It is the adulation which is
paid to the people, that helps the popular candidate on, he rides
into power by acclamation, and the voice of reason and prudence
is overpowered in the clamorous shouts of victory und applause.
The people are told that they are the rulers, that the public
officers are their servants—that one man is just as good, and has
just as much voice, in the publie councils, as ancther ; and all
this is true, but 1t is truth only half told. No party goes on,
and taking advantage of the fact, endeavors to make the peo-
ple understand the nature of their right of suffrage,— of
the principles that should govern them in the exercise of it,—
of the duties they should exact from their rulers,~—of the re-
spect, they should pay (o the counscls of the most expertenced
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and most disinterested. Nothing is gained to the pcople by
the mere knowledgo of their importance, they are puffed up
with the vague notions they possess of it, instead of being
taught to feel the great responsibility which is thereby cast
upon them. We are continually told of the equality of men
merely, and undefined, it engenders a tone of rudeness, a want
of respect and civility in the common intercourse of life, un-
worthy of our intelligence and freedom. We see this upon the
road, and in every mart where men of all classes meet. Eve-
ry man being taught that he has no superior, he thinks he
abundantly proves the fact by his incivility—he knows that the
law 18 not a respecter of persons, and he pays none therefore
to any one, whatever may be his real worth, his age or his past
services. If the truth were strongly impressed in all places
and at all times, that by this course of conduct, we prove
our inferiority,~ if the great lesson were more generally
taught, that though true it is, all men are politically free and
cqual, yet that in no other sense, does this freedom and equal-
ity exist,—that he stands highest, who best practices the pre-
cepts of virtue, and who most regurds the wants, feelings
and optnious of others, w3 should not behold the total dis-
regard of ment, integrity, real patriotism and true worth, which
is now 80 frequontly exhibited. This kind of knowledge is kept
back, which bears strongly upon the political as well as pri-
vate conduct of citizens, because we are afraid to speak out
tne truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, for fear
of losing the favor of those, whose pride may be galled by
it. Party leaders and party supporters, are the only persons,
wito assume to give the tone to the moral, in connexion with
the political, action of the people, and they are interested if not
to deceive, at least, not to enforce the best lessons of wisdom
and truth. The aims of party leaders are apparent to every re-
flecting man, when they tend for instance to separate the poor
from the rich, and to place the former in a hostile attitude to the
latter. When we hoar of the grinding oppressions and monop-
olies of the rich, of the unrewarded and unprotected poor, it is
safe to conclude, that there is a design abroad to make the poor
and middling classes of society, the tools of designing dema-
gogues—the instruments of amean and contemptible ambition.
Who, let me ask, have the greatest interest in the permanence
and the welfare of the country ? Those who have the deepest stake

3
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inits soil, the greatest interest to be protected by wholesome
laws and equal rights, or those who have nothing to be protected
but their persons and the mere right to acquire property ¢ Who
are most likely to pervert our institutions—tho rich, industrious
and enterprising, who have nothing to gain by the change, or
the poor or bankrupt in fortune who have nothing to lose ¢
How, let me ask, is wealth attuined ? Is it not the result of in-
dustry and self-denial ? Does it not flow from honesty and vigi-
lance in our respective callings ? Are men possessing these
qualifications found grinding and oppressing the poor ¢ Whence
arise before our eyes, the munificent endowments for every
charitable purpose ? Who are the builders of our granite temn-
ples, where knowledge, art and science find their hom.s ?
From what cause is it that education is brought to every man’s
door ! The wealth flowing in broad and copious streams di-
rectly from the hand of industry and wealth, does all this.
When the means of the rich are thus liberally useful, shall we
accuse them of being a monied aristocracy, and by terms
of contumely and reproach, break down the just influence
of their voice in the public administration of affairs ? For-
bid it, Justice ! for our own sakes, as intelligent men, let
us unite in putting down such base and contemptible prej-
judices, the offspring of envy, low cunning and intrigue.
Wealth itself, is but the industry of the nation, without it,
property has no value, for it can be put to no useful purpose,
and the rich therefore are bound by the strongest motives of
self-interest, to protect the rights and promote the welfare of
the poor.

‘The community too have strong claims upon the opulent,
they cannot expect on their part to lead lives of luxurious in-
dslzence, or costly display ; they have no right to parade the
gifts of fortune before the eyes of poverty, or to live, rather
to display their acquisitions than to make them usgeful. This
is contrary to the apirit and genius of our institutions. If
men choose to set themselves apart from the rest of the world,
they cannot depend upon their respect or support, It is not ne-
cesary, that they should mingle in every crowd ,or flatter every
mob that wants a leader, but it is their duty, to make their
walk of life, a way of unpretending uscfulness, a scene of
quiet and scarching bencvolence, The danger is, if any sot
of men stand apart from the community, from any cause indi-
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cating a want of sympathy with its movements, that they will
become an object of attack and reproach, and society will
divide itself, so as to give to the demagogue, ths means of
raising himself to power, by inculcating a disregard of thoae
laws, which while they specially protect the rights of property,
are really made for the good of all members of society. If
property be in the hands of men who do not regnrd the wants
and desires of the community, and w ho take no interest in the
management of public affairs, when the hour of danger comes,
their counsels will have but little weight, and their interests
will be but slightly regarded. In our government, where the
laws are intended to bear equally upon all men, it is for the
bonefit of all that no line of distinction should be drawn be-
tween the different classes of society, every man should la-
bor to prevent it, by taking a common interest, and doing his
part in the government of the country. Every election is im-
portant in this point of view, and every voice should be heard
upon each opening of the ballot boxes.

There is astrong feeling, which is frequently manifested
against the most upright and best iutentioned in the commu-
nity, because they are unwilling to mingle in the public delib-
orations, or to take a part in the political movements of society.
They are ncver scen at an election, they are never heard of in
municipal afinirs, they are observed intent only upon their pri-
vate business, or in theindulgence of private pleasures. Their
absence from the places, where their duty calls them, has a two-
fold effect, it excites the displcasure of those, who having ac-
tually less at a stake, take a pride and interest in our institu-
tions, at the same time, it gives an opportunity to men less
worthy, to fill their places, who by increasing the excitement
against them, lead those, who do come out, and are active in
their duties, as citizens, to act regardless of thosc interests,
which from their not being properly represented, are frequent-
ly sacrificed. The cffect of this is, if not to destroy, at least
to impair that high and lofty sense of justice, which an intel-
ligent people should possess, Measures from this cause are
ganctioned, without n ful} investigation, by legal enactments,
which sweep away and destroy the rights of individuals and
associations, for the gratification of the people, who feel no dis-
position to protect privileges, which are selfishly enjoyed, or
arc unduly represented before the public. Those talisman
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words, monopoly and arisfocracy aro brought to bear with
powerful force in all doubtful cases, and the property of indi-
viduals is annihilated, which they supposcd to rest securely on
the public faith. '

When we last met together to celebrate thia day, prosperi-
ty and plenty showered happiness and contentment over the
whole country. Every portion of human industry met with a
full return, The seas were covered with our profitable ven-
tures, the land was abundant in the {ruits of the field, the ar-
tizan had no unprofitable rest. The increase of wealth, of
the apirit of enterprize, of laudable cndeavors to amelio-
rate tho condition of mankind, were every where visible.
The scene is now somewhat changed, and the sunshine of
prosperity, which cat smiling so beautifully on the land, has
become dimmed by doubts and fecars, prostration and distress.
At such times, the virtues of men are tried, an union of
suffering brings them more ciosely together, and they should
learn to meet the changes, with a kindly consideration of each
other’s wants and sufferings. It is idle to be clamorous, if
the fault lie in the measures of our rulers, let it be pointed
out, and made known to the people, and they will provide the
means of correction. An eernest, but calm consideration of
the subject, will hest insure a proper action from the people,
and will prevent any movement on their part, which can give
the slightest pretext for an act of violence arainst their rights,
or for any usurpation of their privileges., 1t is due to our-
selves, as members of a free government, to be controlled by
reason, to examine for ourselves, and to act upon the results
of reflection.

We have an almost boundless territory, on which to exer-
cise our industry and enterprize, and a population, which
increases so rapidly as to break down all calculation, as to
its present numbers or final extent. Weare placed upon a new
and untricd field, and are unfettered by the prejudices or prac-
tices of more ignorant times. Education is as attainable as
the nir we breathe, and the light of knowledge gocs onward
with the woodman’s axe, to the rcmotest forests of the west.
We have nothing to do, but to keep up, and to imitate the vir-
tues of our fathers, to puard with jealous care, cur socinl and
political institutions, to promote the intelligence, and kindle
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the spirit of henevolence and mutual good-wiil among all
classes of poennle, in order to keep on with unchecked stop,
in our march of triumphant proofs tn the despots of the old
world, of naa’s capacity for self government and self control.

The powers, energies and capacities of the country are
rapidly incrcasing, and we cannot look forward with any cer-
tainty to the demands, which our sudden and immense growth
may make upon us. We cannot foresee all the dangers, which
may beset our noble ship of state. We nre upon a wide and
untracked ocean, and the currents that hsve driven us to and
fro thus far, have borne us onward in safety; such however is the
rapidity of our progress, that we are carricd forward, continu-
ally to meet new impulses, to stom new and opposite tides; there
may be rocks hidden in the ocean pathway, we are making,
and itis necessary to kecp over on the alert. A decp sense of
the dangers around us, should quicken our activity toa keen and
laborious watchfulness of every sign in the heavens above and
in the waters; below we cannot rest in safety, and the very calm
that may bo over us, should give warning of acoming storm.
Our salvation is to be found only in our feary, a conviction of
sccurity begets apathy, and listless indifference; andwhile every
thing wears a bland and smiling aspect, while self satisfied, we
sit down in the indulgence of fancicd security, the elements of
misrule and discord are gathering their secret forees : in a
moment, the political horizon becomes overcast, black and
heavy clouds roll up, masz upen mass, and threaten in their
outpourings to deluge aml wash away the fair creations,
which were so Iately shining in their beauty and bnlhancy.
We must be ready at all points, and in all times, so that
when an attack shall be made upon our institutions, however
insidious or disguised, it may be perceived, met and defeated.

It is idle to imagine that government can be perfect in its
operations, we might us well believe in the perfectability of
man, but unless we aim to reach this high point, we shall re-
cede from, rather than approach it. It is only by keeping up
a lively sonse of the importance of good government to
mankind, of good laws, of pure worality and sound religion,—
by constantly recurring to the inestimable value of our free
institutions, and cuarding against the daneers that may beset
them, or grow out of them, that we shall be sufficiently stimu-
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lated to lahor earnestly for their proservation, so that an we
give dovout thanks to our forefathers, for their establishmeunt
of them, we may receive the samne reward from our posterity,
for our firmncsa in their maintenance.

Assembled to celebrate this day in a place long consecrated
to the holy purpoaes of divine worship, we should not suffer
the occasion to go by, without paying a tribute of thankfulness
for the benefits of the religious frecdom we enjoy, nor forget
that we owe to the mild doctrines of the christian religion, our
greatest temporal, as well as eternal good. Its progress, has
been the advancement of all the social virtues, of all intelli-
gence, wisdom and sound morality. It has implanted 1n man
a higher sense of the moral dignity and excelleuce of which he
is capable. 1ut let us remember that the universal toleration
upon the subject of religion, mnay be abused. It may lend its
aid to bigotry and intolerance, or it may run rapidly to athe-
ism and infidelity. It is our duty to check its evils and
nourish its good tendencies, and under the guidance of strict
scrutiny, it will go onward, changing for the better, the face
of socisty. It i to the publie what it is to individuals, the guide
and regulator of the footsteps of man, and knowing its blessings
and advantages, wo should endeavour at all times to give it
its due weight. Let us remember, that though we accord
universal toleration of rcligious worship and opinions, we are
not bound to submit quietly to the practices, nor give counte-
nance to the public professions, of atheism and infidelity. The
influence and example of every one who values tho effects of
the religion of Jesus upon mankind, should frown upon the
Llasphemous endeavors of those, who set the revelations from
God at defianco, remembering that they who are unwilling to
submit to the laws of divinity, can need but little inducement
to disobey and scofl at the institutions of man.

Upon this subject, Washington addressed the natiom, in
that memorable legacy of wisdom he gave to the country on
retiring from the cares of public life, ¢ of all dispositivas
and habits ” says this great and good man ” which lead to
political prosperity, religion and merality are indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patri-
otism, who should laber to subvert these great pillars of human
happiness, the firmest props of the dutics of men and citizens.
The mere politican, cqually with the pious man, ought to re-
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spect and cherish them,~— a volume could not trace all their
connexions with private and public felicity. Let it sitnply be
asked, where is the sccurity for property, for reputation, for life,
if the sense of our religious ohligations desert the oaths, which
are the instruments of investigation in courts of justico ¢ And
let us, with caution, indulge the supposition, that morality can
be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to
the influence of refined education on minds of pecuhar struct-
ture, reason and experience both forbid us to expect, that na-
tional moralily can prevail, in exclusion of religious principle.”

Every dey that passcs by, is diminishing the number of the ac-
tors in the busy scenes of our revolution. Among those, who
have finished their earthly career within the past year, no one
stands higher on the list of fame, or is more worthy of o puss-
ing tribute than Genoral Lafayette, who, though a foreigner,
was one of the carliest friends to our Freedom and Indepen-
dence, who, though he had no interests of his own at stake,
perilled life and fortune for us.

Born of noble parents, inheriting a considerable fortune, los-
ing at an oarly period of his age, the counsecls and protection of
his father, Lafayette came into the active scenes of life at an
ago, when little could be expected from him, but to add to the
splendor of a court, or the chivalry of a camp. He entered
the army as was the usual course of the young French nobil-
ity, and because it was the profession of his ancestors. At
the commencement of the American Revolution he was stationed
with the French army at Mentz, and it was there, that acciden-
tally he became acquainted with, and interested in, the contest
then going on in America. When he found, that a brave peo-
ple were contending single handed in a struggle with Great
Britian, in the maintenance of their rights, and attempting to
keep off the yoko of bondage, which had been fashioned by the
hands of arbitrary power, he determined to offer his services,
in aid of their cause, He returned to Paris to gain further in-
formation and to consult with his fricnds upon the step ho was
about to take. IHe was advised against it, as an imprudent
and quixotic measure. But worldly considerations and per-
sonal aacrifices did not deter him, and notwithstanding the ad-
vice he had received, horesolved to espouse the cause of liberty
in Americe, Ho offered his services to the American agent
at Paris, but ho could give him no encouragement; promises
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of rank and pay, it was out of his power to make, and he was
even informed, that congress cuuld not give him a passage to
its shores. He saw our embarrassments and difficulties, and
instead of being chilled and disheartened by them, he felt for
us a greater sympathy. The iden flashed into his mind, that he
had now an opportunity of making tho wealth, he fortunately
possessed, perform its noblest uses ; he felt that he now knew
the true value of money, in the means it gave him of doing
sood by devoting it to the servico of freedom. Upon being
told, by the Amecrican Agent, that congress could not even
give him a passage to America, he instantly replied, I have
moncy—I will purchase a ship to convey me and my friends
to Aterica, my property as well as my person, 1 will devote
to her cause. He safely reached American ground, he made
himself known, and was kindly reccived and hospitably enter-
tained.

He had left home, country, wife, children, and friends, he
had abandoned every thing, that usually twines around a
man’s heart and determines his conduct. He had gone
through the dangers of imprisonment at home, of capture up-
on the seas, and he had now come to the scene, which should
test, whether or not he had been acting thus. far, from the
mere impulse of boyish enthusiasin and love of glory, or
whether his conduct had been the result of an ardent and de-
termined sentiment of regard for the rights of mankind. \.e
had gone on prosperously in his course thus far, through all
the diflicultics which besct his path, before he completed his
nineteenth year, a period of life, when men in the usnal or-
der of things, reflect and act but little for themselves.

Hastening from South Carolina to Philadeiphia, where con-
gress was sitting, he applied to Mr Lovell, the chairman of
the committce for foreign affairs, to be admitted into the ser-
vice of the states, but he was informed by him that 36 many
foreigners had made samilar applications, to the interference
of the claims of the American officers,in the lino of promotion,
it was very doubtful, if his would be succcssful. Nothing
daunted however, he addressed a note to the I’resident of con-
gress, in which he desired to be permitted to serve in the
American army upon two conditions, first, that he should re-
ceive no pay, second, that he should act us a volunteer, without
any rank whatever. These terms, so unusual and so disinter-
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ested, avoided all objoctions, and his offers of services were at
once accepted. Such was his zeal and patriotic dovotion,
that with the approbation of the whole army, before he had
recachod tho ago of twenty, he was appoirted by congrese to
the rank of Major Genoral.

Tho gallantry of his exploits, the battles, in which his part
was nlways conspicuous, his gencrous deeds his numerous acts
of kindnoss and benevolence, are themes for the historian,
They arc as yet hut half told, every coming year, will, now he
is no more, add new testimonials of his good and genecrous
spirit,~the leaf on which his actions aro to be written, is not
yet filled,—n gruteful scnsc of justice, will add many lines,
which every American will read with pride. His integrity no
man ever doubted, his mind was never polluted with one sel-
fish thought,~ his hand performed not a single action, that
cannot be recorded to his honor.

It is but a few ycars sinco he revisited our land and viewed
the resuiis, which he labored so devotedly to accomplish, wher-
ever he went the plaudits of thousands greeted him, — the
whole peoplo came out and his welcome to the land was one
universal shout of joyful thanks and praise, affording a rare
tnstance of national gratitude tfowards a living benefactor.
Our obligations to him could not be repaid, hig aid came to
us, not merely in the shape of u young enthusiast in the cause
of liberty, we had many such, — butin gaining forus the sympa-
thies of a whole nation. He gaveto our cause abroad a sanc-
tion and character, which spread rapidly and widely, uatil the
work of independence was accomplished.  As an hereditary
noble in a land, where it has been of the highest consideration
to be born a ruler, it was an uncommon thing to find one wil-
ling to step down and mingle has sympathies with the people.
But the rights of' man hal been stadied 2ud sought out by him
lonz before reaching his manhood, — hinding no countenance
at home, and sccing a spot, where the contest waa froing on,
hy which a people endeavored to place themselves upon the
{ooting, he claimed for all mankiad, he vielded to us his hear-
ty destres {or suceess ; it led him to our ahores,— 1t incited
him to leave his honie, the clegance of a court, its Juxurics and
its refinements, to brave the rnigors and hardships of a war,
where cven the necessaries of life and the materials of a camp
were wanitng. My fancy can picture him now, with eager

¥
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step and eagle eye, the young, the enthusiastic champion of
the rights of mankind, bidding an impatient adieu to the land
of his birth, flinging aside the empty forms and ceremonials,
that are thrown around a court, and rushing to our cause, as
the cause of long injured and abused man. I can picture the
thoughts that rapidly glanced through his mind, the half
doubting, yet joyful emotion that thrilled his bosom, when he
at last beheld the land, where the great experiment upon the
powers of mankind for self government, were first to bo tried
on an extensive scale. I can rise with him to the highest
pitch of exultation, which animated him, when he saw the
great work was accomplished, — when he beheld us free.
He lived to a good old age, and amid his disappointments in
the land of his birth, at the want of success which his ardent
temperament led him to expect, ever not far distant, he
had the satisfaction to be assured, that an example of social
and political freedom had been set, that its influence was ox-
tending, and though it may wade through seas of blood, that
the bright day of political regenecration is to come,

Happy ! happy ! has been thy lot, for a nation of freemen
loved thee ! Happy ! happy ! hast thou lived and died, for a
whole people honoured thee ! And they will honour thee when
ages have swept by,— so long as virtue and patriotism finds a
place in the land, they will link the fond memory of thy name
and virtues, with that of him, whom when living thou honor-
edst and lovedst most—with the name of Washington.




NOTES.



NOTES.

- Note A, puge 4.

tULhoy left thedr native land in starch of freedom and found it in a desert: divided as
they are into a thousand forma of policy and religion, there is one point on which they all
agree, they equally detest the pageantry of a king, and the supercitious hypocrisy of &
bhishop.” Juniug,

Note B., page 9.

It is asscrted, that thia is an} age of great improvement over ull preceding time, — that
there In a wider and more extensive diffusion of usefil knowledgo among the people, than
there has ever beforo existed ; it inoy be doubted however, whether men have been taught
to think and act with the deliberative correctness, and force of character, which the men
of the revolution exhibited. Knowlcdge has been more widely diffused perhaps, but prac-
tical wisdom has not been planted so deep in the characters of men, its diffusion has only
spread a thin veil over ignorance and prejudice, it has eradicated neither. In some things
great advances have been made,~- in the mechanic arts, the progress of improvement is
wonderf{ul, s0 in certain parts of the socta) condition mankind has advanced very much.
In some kinds of knowledge, however, the generality of men are still lamentably deficient,
our carly history is neglected, the distingulshing traits of the characters of our forefathers
are almost ontirely forgotten, and the influcnes of their example, and the effoct of their so-
ber wisdom and reflection, are fult less, known Jess, and appreciated less, every day. The
means of knowledge however upon this suhject, are becoming more and more within
the reach of men generally, and one can now be refreshed at the fountain head of virtue,
patriotism and love of country, by the perusal of the lives of Washington, Otis, llamiiton,
Jay, Franklin, Morris, and their associates of the revolution. The knowledge that suel
men ever lived, with a falr insight into thelr characters and actions, is wortth all the lec-
titres upon moral and intellectual philosophy that have or will emanate fromn the lyceums
of a century.

Note C., page 13.

‘* We are not” fighting said Otho “for [taly with Hannibal or Pliyrrhus, orthe Cymbrians ;
our dispute Is witlhi Romans, and whatever party prevails, whether woa conquer of are con-
quercd, our country must suffer.  Undcer the victor’s joy sho biceds.”

Nole D., page 13.

The Romans, however, bowing to his pawer, and submitling to the bridle, becanse they
“aw No otlier respite from intestine wars and miscries, but the taking of one man for their
imaster, created him dictator for bife.  Life of Grsar, by Plutarel,

Note E., page 13.

The force by, as it was called, which was passed so as to give the President extriogti
Hary poiavers, i case Bouth Carelina shoutd resist the collection of the revenne within her
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Hinlta, ouglst not to linve & place i nmsomont Joiges on our statite ikmk, It was enacted in A
moment of oxclloment, when it wan thought necessary to support the eaccutive powor,
aguinet the state, to proserve the mnjesty of the Jnws of the Union Invioiste, But jt wae »
dangorous acty and it gave powcers which had beon better resvpved.  Ta ancient history,
the pariallel cuscs are numeous and the colpcidences with this step on the part of the repre-
sontutiven of the peopln, nro very siriking, and it Is by ue meana cortain, hind the compromise
not lwen wado, the paratlol would not bave exteaded to the mibvorsion of the repubtie, 1t
may bo wald that we nre too much In advance of the anclent republics, in wisdomsnd Intel.
ligence, to gain any benefit from their eapetionce, but tho answer s, buman nature witl
alwiye bo the same, and it is only necessary to turn to the recorda of the prag, to soo how
little, men hiave advanced tn hat knowledge, which i best excrciood 1 ¢ 0 control of sl
interest, and in the cradicution of passion nnd prejudice,

Note I, page 13

The charactor of our 8outhern brethren, is not sufliciently auderstood, or we should db
them the justice to believe, that their opinions, however erronoous, upon the subject of
state righta, are sincere, 'l‘hnir Interests are very different frum oum, they puseces o slave
population, and thelr proaperity depends upon the producta of their soil.  Posossing
ainves, they consider freedom az aliigher privilege than even we do, whoe have sio thraldom
wherewith to compare it.* ‘Chelr alavery ie an evil, for which they are not to be blsmed.
It has grown up with their institutions, and an entire change of the whole chinracter, induostry
and very natare of the people of tho slave holding states muet take piace, in order to abol-
ish Lthi¥ moral etain, this blot upon tha falr face of freedam tn America. While slavery ex-
ists in the south, the same onder of thingw muxt exist there, a8 is 10 be found now, and
lofty notions of Hiherty will be cherished, without ita pmctical opemtions, which are clso
where opening overy hinaginable source of proaperity and improvement,

The effect of free institutions, where every member of socicly is 8 froe agent to work his
own way forward, to its most desirable places, Is artoniching political phiivsophers more
and more. 1t is sctting all calculations ns ta it extont at defianre. The prolection of the
laws, extending equally over the righta of every pernon and every thing, ins made the com.
parativoly little island of Great Britain, the richest and most enterprising in the w.dd, it is
operating in thn eame manner upon us. It ta thix, which cautes our flag to float on every
sen, and distributes the products of our Industry, inpenuity and Jabdur through every quarner
of the glabe. ‘The south do nat so fully partake of these benelits, resulting from
whnlesotme lawa, beciuse though they give their protection to enterprize and the
righta of property, they cannot animate slave laborers to exertion. It Is not in the
nature of man to toil for others, God has planted in his bosom & desire to provida for him-
self, and whenthat law i violated by the institutians of man, all enterprize nnd exertion is at
an ond, and without the full henefit of thls wise provision of nature, man is no higher in the
rculo of humanity for the purpose of uscfulneas than a bruto. o accomplisbies nothing hut
on compulsion, and the beginning and end of his exintence finds him at the saue pnlnt
without one onward step of improvement, The statistics of our country clearly demon-
strate these principles of our nature and their operation, and while enterprize and en active
spirit of usefiilness is pouring in a measurelesstide of prosperity, upon somo portions of our
country, —the neccesary result of the free and unrestrained energics of man ,—~other sections
remain comparitively statlonary. It i» natural 1hiat the south should ke slow 1o belleve thay
these are caunes, which Impede thelr progreas, and at thin same tine urg> us on, In the
srale of improvemrent. The evil lien in the institution of slavery, and not In the taws:
Noone who knows and properly apprecintea southern generoxily and magnanimity of
spirit, would believe, that the south is willing to expose the industry of the vorth 1o any
hazard, provided the protection of the laws gver it does nnt Injure thein ; if they can bo
couvinced that the eviis they suffer, do nit grow out of the peculinr protection the laws
give to us, that if thoeo laws were annulled, forelgn industry and capltal would alone he
benefitted, we shiould see thewn chieerfully and frunkly comne forwsrd to ald and rejoice ip

our prosperity.
Thia ahould teach a ﬁ:rhenmmc towards thetn; i they orr, it should be tlic endeavor to

* Burkir.
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et the error forth in its true Jight, nnd {t whoutd be the mutual sudy of hoth, 10 aid In r
smutual prosperity and happiness.  We have no right to accuse them of a8 want of patriot.
tlain, whon othier reasone can bo discovered for their conduct, nor have wo the right to dic-
ato to Lthom concernlng their institutiona, hut wo should endeavor Lo Join with them In an

amicabla inquiry, as to the cauecs of each other’s grisvances, and Jend a helping hand,

should they need or desire it, Lo thelr relief,

Note G., page 14.

The Influnnce moen of character and high standing in the community at the ballot-hox cx-
tonds by thele attendnnce upon the clections, very murh beyond their votes. It makes
othem ontimate more hilghly the elective fmnchise, and in proportion 1o this estlmstion, {s
the importance thut witl be atinched to ench vote, and the reflection and cautlon which will
precede its holng given. Tt §s evident that il every maon, having the right, had for the last
twenty years, expreased Ly his vote, his oplnlons upon the candidates for clection, there
would be now little enune for compliaint, becaune, whenever a correcting hand hns heen
nocessary fur the remedy of any political evil, it hng always boen extended. Tho preven-
tion in always earler than the curr, and the duty therefore, when tardily performed is but
dalf done,




