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ens of thie town of

™

AT a meeting of a number of the Citi
Concord, Voted, That Melis. Erurain Woop, Joux Winrg,
Tuonmas Hearp, As1eL Hevwoor, and Joun Ricunarpsox,
be a Committee to wait on Mr, Samuer P, P, Fay, and thank him
for his truly ingenious and pertineat Oration, delivared toa reipetia-
ble andience in the Meeting-houle in Concord, on the 4th July

1801 ; and likewile to requeft a copy for the prels.

Gextuemex or Tue CoMmiTTEL,

HAVING written the following pages under circumflances
unfavourable to the difplay of even the fmail abilites T s
1 had determined not to {ubmit them to the prefs, Your vequelt 1s
however, flattering ; and alas, my vanity is more eloquent than my
judgment !—The manufcript is at your {ervice.

With the proper fentiments,
I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c.

o d ]
v

S, P. P, FAY,
EPHRAIM WOOD, Efg. )
Mr. JOHEHN WHITE,
THOMAS HEALD Efq.
ABIEL HEYWOOD, Ffg.
Mr. JOHN RICHARDSON. }
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AN

ORATION.

CITIZENS,

IS day clofes the tweaty- fifih vear {ince the
declaration of American Inde penf!cnce. We
are affembled to celebrate the anmverfary of that auguft
act, which gave us freedom, and a r:ank among {overeign
and independent nations.  This occalion, fo (‘u_} ly mter-
efling to frcemen, furmthes ¢ qual cauic oi gratitude, feri-
Qus renkdlom and unreferved joy.

On this fhort feflival, agriculture fhall {ufpend its la-
bours, commerce fhall refien its cares, and the meaner
confider=tions of private nwc.ch, and party heat fhall re-
pole under the broad fhade of liberty und peace.

Ir there be any man among us, whole 'novcl ing {pirt
= fpires not to the privileges of frecraen ; who is willing to
renounce the l’ig‘hl-&, he received from thc lmpaz‘tial hand of
nature, and bend his neck to the yoke of an hereditary
mafter; let him go hence; let him fhot bis cars to the
voice of joy and e\ultatzon, that this day echees through
cur land. To that man this mull be an hour of meclan-

choly and chagrin! He will remember, I;at this L,umlcv is
lacred to l‘lm, whofe blood frolics at the name ol liberty ;
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who feels adequate to the ofhice of thinking and afiing for
himfclf ; whole bofom f{wells with honeft pnde at the gio-
rious achievements of his fore-fathers: and who will ex-
pole hislife in defence of the rights they have tranfmitted
him. Let {fuch pour out their hearts in devout thankful-
nefs to the Parent of all good : let them remember the
immediate authors of their happinefs with gratitude, and
rejoice in pofleflion of the blefling. We will, for a few
moments, ccafe troubling ourfelves with thufe imaginary
evils that exift only in the prolific brains of ignorant or
defigning politicians, to congratulate ourfelves ot “he real
benefits we enjoy. The difcordant tones of civit diffen-
tion fhall not be permitted to interrupt tire harmony of the
{cene, and the green-eyed monlter, faction, fhall fleep un-
difturbed on this annual union of {entiment and joy.

Tre part which has been affigned to me in the rites
of this {acred anniverfary, is confplcuous and honcurable.
Imvited by a number of refpetied fellow-citizens to the
difcharge of this office, pndc, gratitude, and duty forbad
my dechmng the attempt.  Should I have the good for-
tune to contribute to the pleafure or utility of this com-
memorat on cvery with will be attained. T fhall not
ticable dhe audicnee with apologies for my want of abili-
ties, or with {olicitations for their candor. 1 difdain the
contemptible hypocrify of the firlt, and the lalt would 1im-
ply an infult on thofe fecli nos W hlch ought to charatterize
this occafion. In ‘wal«.cmno the dmmf {1 and patriotic
feclings of other times, T wi Il endeavour to be u feful ;
and I fhall utter riny fentiments with that honelly and free-
dom, which becomes a republican.,

W are not now to nerplex ourfelves with the polit-

cal controverfics of 1801 ; the events of 1776 furmifh a
more nohle, uftful and interefling fubjett. It will be
our duty to fketch t"v" hillory of liberty ; to turn our re-
coliumm to the origin of our glorious revoluuon 5 to pay
our tripute of maumdt_ and applaufe to the brave and pa-
trictic 2 ore, who craced that auoudt feene 5 and to con-
cratulaic omlelves on oo fortupate itlae, Ve are to con-
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template the new duties and relations we afflumed with in-
dependence ; we fhall examine the republican charafler,
and remark the errors and dangers that lic in ambufh for
our happinels.

In the accomplithment of man, liberty, like the Pro-
methean fire, was neceflary to give atlivity to the human
mind, and a moral qualification to human attions.  Polit-
ical liberty, of which we now {peak, has had, from the
early ages to the prefent time, the moft romantic and in-
tcrcﬂnn viciflitudes of fortune. In Greece and Rome,
for fome centuries, her reign was aufpicious, and her char-
atier fupported with more dignity and {plendor, than at
any other period in the annals of civilized man. Under
her influcace all the great and ennobling virtues there
flourifhed in their higheft luxuriance., There fhone, with
unobfcured luftre, that fimplicity of manners, that invinci-
ble integrity, that hardihood of charatter, and that heroxc

courage, which are ftill the admiration of degenerate pol-
tcrlt)

For more than eighteen hundred years, the greater
part of the civiiized world has been inveloped in a contin-
ued night of defpotifin ; while liberty, like the moon, has
but occafionally glimmered on man through the tranfient
opening of the cloud; or, like the midnight flafh of light-
ning, has only madc his fituation more dreadful, by fome-
times readering 1t vifible! In moft countries of E urope,
the fetters of ilaver) fcemed faft rivetted on the human
race. Liberty was a perfecuted vagrant, and {carce found
a {poty that could yield fecurity or repofe. She occupied
but few places, and her influence was fecllle. The {mall
republics of Tialy fhe held by a precarious tenure, and 1in

e United Provinces of the Netherlands, the enjoyed but
a divided dominion, Her moft valued afylum was cholen
in the impregnable mountains of Switzerland. It was to
be expetted, that, on the ice-bound tops of the glacicrs,
her hardy fons would find undilturbed tranquility and
frecedom ; that their fimplicity, their poverty, and their
mountains could have offered no temptations to the lyftful



eye of avarice, ot the diflempered appetite of ambitiom

But ¢« Alps on Alps” oppole no cflettual obftacles to thofe
feourges of Luman happinels !

Dissatisrien with her narrow pofleflions in Europe,
liberty fought a rctreatin the new world, from the corrup-
tions and miferies of the old.  This counuy, frem the
ruggednels of 1ts {oil, and its remotenels from the trigues
o nd vices of courts, fcemed cqually 1 mamit'nm to rs*'wim; Al
brave and ipinited race of men, as to the cutture of the re-
publican virtues.  Animated with the [ouls of ft‘ccz‘mtn,
and difgufied at the political and relisious 1atolerance of
their native countrics, our forctathers here fought tiberty
and peace. Thus was anew empnre peopled, and {uch
the origin of the deftined aflertors of freedon.

Gzrat Britany, (who claimed this country as her
right, with no other reafon, than that {he had i‘ﬁc‘n it, )
when fhe faw our youthful colonies thriving and profper-
ous, treated us with kindnefls and attention. While we
were yet young; while too weak for retiftance, and too
tender for oppreiiion, the eftablifhed a dominion over us,
to which her only title was her power. Lelt we might be
unable to govern ourfelves, fhe generoufly hpplxul us
with magiftrates of her own appcintment.  She cven per-
miited us the hiberty of fighting our own batiles with the
Iidians 3 and the !mnour of atding her in the corqueft of
Canada from the French,  But her kindnels carried her a
ftep too far, when fhe undertook to fave us fome trouble,
by taxing us withont our concurrence ! Then her polite-
nels became oflicioulncely, and her goodnels a ericvance.
Neither her rights, or our ob leranom were a futlicient au-
thority for a fubmifhon to that lecal mealure ; and
pretence wore too thin a veil to cheat the cacle-eye of
Americans, jealous of their rights and their hiberties, But
Dritain had too litde dclicacy to difown her real defigns
becaufe tiey were detetied ;5 and henceforward our chains
were preparcd d widout dif: 'mi We fdd the injuary, but
we dought our remedy in the mild methods of petition
and memoriel. Tu vin were we told that we were Brie-
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11h fubje&s, and bicffed in the enjoyment of Britith iiberty
that liberty was feen to be a thing of “fhreds and patches,”
and Americans found but a poor fhelter under its mantle,

Great PriTtain from a feries of fuccels in war, and
an unparalleled 2xtent of Lom.’ncrce had become rich,
powertul, luxurions and corrupt.  She had avamcd a de-
gree of corpulence little {hort of difecale, ¢ became
carclefs of her duty towards her children, and arrogant 1n
her pretenlions towards all.  Too illiberal to aHow us any
metlt, too proud to make herfelf acquainted with cur [pic-
‘it and refources, too unjuft to liften to our complaints or
apply the remcdy, fhe cancelled all obligations by her
oppreflion and contempt Her language was that of pow-
er and arrovance ; that of her colome» conclhatmv and re-
fpectful.  We (ouuht not a {eparation from her gOveril-
ment, we withed on‘v the redrefs of ceriain gricvances,
and the equal privileges of Englifh fubjects.  We would
have flown into her arms, bu “he tarned from us with
difdain ! She was deaf to our remonitrances aud blind to
ber own mtereft.  Thanks to her impolitic counfels, thanks
to her headlirong meafures, they gave us cur freedom !

Yrs, the ties of affe@tion were broken, the bonds of
fihal duty were loofed, and the child ftood. on equal
grounds with the parent. America now felt herfelf able
to walk without leading-firii.gs, and fhe refolved to free
herfelt from their conftraint. We did not want a pre-
text—Kkoftilities had begun the bloody bufinels of war,
and the mowent of reconciliation was paft.  The empur-
pled fields of Lexingston, Concord ana Charleftown, dif-
folved the charin that held us in fufpence; athxed the
bioody feal to the infirument of our {eparation ; and gave
to refiftance, unanimuy and effect, At this moment, to
waver was to fubmit ;—to fubmit was to become flaves.
No doubtful ¢ caft of houwht then ficklied o'er the
healthful f2ce of refwlution all was cnergy and attion.
The fate of freecdom was now to be detertmined.  Arbitra-
ry power was gralping at umverfal dommion, and the de-
ftruttion of thofe rights, which are the birth-right of all,
was the objelt of her cfforts,  Liberty feemed already to

B
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have yiclded ber lalt frruggle, and the tomb to have clofed
over her forever.  But guic ed by rcafon, the genius of
America, ¢ like the refirreition angel, rolled back the
ﬂone from the f{vpulchre, loofed the cerements of {lave-
rv,” and the ccleftial form of hiberty rofe on the enraptur-
ed eye of Americans.  From her countenance beamed
beneficence and love. and fhe was hailed with affettion
and joy. The people, governed by the fame impulfe,
flocked to her ﬁandard and {olemuly pledged rhemfelves
to cach other and to the world in her fupport. At her al-
tar, they devoted their lives and fortunies to her fervice;
and challenged death or viclory i her defence.  The
moment of attion was arrived, and to act with effedt re-
quired the colletled {pirit, the united exertions of all.

Tur conduft of our patriots was dignified and firm.,
The} fpoke in the maniv and impreflive tones of injured
right and cetermined refentment ; while confcious reétis
tude cave flrencth to the voice of honelt indignation.
Fired with the fame {¢ ‘ntiment, they rofe with all the fub-
{imity of foul, and {olemnity of manner, mnfpired by
the great refolve, the glorious att they were about 1o exe-
cute. The deltiny of the American people was now to
be fealed ; the great queltion, between liberty and flavery,
to be ﬁnally determined.  This coun: ry had {ought repdr-
ation for her violated rights by every peacetul frcthod.—
In vain; her complaints wcre not to be hiftened to by a
corrupt judge bribed on the other lide by mntereft! No;
America was neceflitated to do herfeit juftice ; fhe was
driven into the high court of naiional appeal ; her caufe
was to be tried in the face ¢f the world ; her points to be
argucd in the conclufive logic of 1ren ‘and gun-powder ;
and the decifion to reft with the Judge of Heaven.

In the prefence of all nations, the United States abis
jured their allegiance to the crown of England, and de-
clared themf{clves a free, fovercign =nd ‘ndependent ftate.
Recotling Dritain paufed in amazement at the boldnefs of
the defign, and at the {icadinefs and unanimity with which
it was purfued.  Surrounding nations were ftruck with
equal aftonifhment at the daring {pirit of the attempt, and
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admiration at its uncxpetted fuccefs,  That thefe United
Provinces, without an organized government, without
moncey, without difcipline, and almolt without arms, {hould
be able to relift the power ol Imperial Britain, command-
ing an irrefiftible navy, veteran troops, and an exhauftle{s
treafury, was a political paradox not to be explained by
the diftorted and ill-founded maxims of European {tatefs
men. No, it was impofiible that any fhould calculate our
refources, but thofe, who had felt the iacred fire of liber-
ty ; who had witncffed the heroic attions performed by
freemen, fighting for the {ccurity of their rights.  Dritain
confided in her gold, her mercenary armies and well-ftor-
c¢d magazines America trufted in the valor and perfe-
verance of her fons, in the jultice of her caufe, and in the
favor of the God of battlcs,

TrE 4th of July, 76, when a new empire firuggled
into hfc, was a day of anxiety and difmay. On one fide,
the Englith Herod fought the deftruttion of our infant
flate, with all the violence of power, armed with all the
machinery of death.  On the other, the intrepid votaries
of freedom oppoled their bofoms in its defence, wnh all
the magnanimity of refolution and dcfpair,

Many, now prefent, will remember with a figh, the
emotions and fuflerings of that hour. To paint them
with truth and feeling is above my powers. The diftrefs
of a mother, rendercd childlefs by the barbarous hand of
war, and 1n helplefs age mourning the loft folace and fup-
port of filial kindnefs :—The agony of the wifc, while fhe
fees the partner of her joys binding on the long difufed
implements of dcath, and quitting the loved {cenes of do-
meftic life, to feck a haplefs fate on the blood-flained fields
of battle :—The fhricks of the fond maid, wholc ardent
hopes of happinels cxpired in the lalt embrace of her de-
parting lover : thele are {ubjetis, that require the pencil
of a mafter. Here imagination reaches not the colouring
ofreality,and defcription faltersat the threfhold of its themc !

Arrter  the continucd bloodfhed, fufferings and hor-
rors of feven years of war, vittory declarcd for llbcxty and

America. "Fhis joyfuland glorious event jultificd our hopes,
P
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and cpa,d all our lacrifices and toils. Peace, like the frefh-
encd fun from the ocean, once more fhed itscheerful beams
on our fhores, and gave aufpicicus promife ot a new and
happierday. Frei the ¢ ravages of war our country prefent-
ed a molt affetling picture of devafiztion and ruin. But

although de¢ Hitute and naked, we were free, and could re.
pair our loffes ! Briifh vengeance, like the burning Java
of a volcano, had poured deftruction on our people, and
defolation over our land; but like th at, it was only to
vender our labours more productlu. to give a new ferul-
ty to our foil, and increafed luxuriance to the flowers, that
again bloomed in our ficlds.*

It is time to pay our tribute to thofe patriotic beroes
and {tatefmen, who in this ftrugele, {o nobly devoted their
lives and talents to the necelfitics of their country. Dud
our limits permit a particular eulogy on the merits of cach,
it would be unncceflary. Their names and fervices are
frefh in the recollection of all.  Their actions are the
highelt panegyric on their characters, and an everlafling
menument to their fame.  One only will I mention, : and
to mention will be {utlicient. The pages ofhuhn) already
emblazon his dceds ; and the admiration of the world is
the unequivocal evidence of his greatnefs.  Trenten,
Princeton, York, and Monmouth are the mdclible records
of his valour; ‘mt his virtues and fervices, are written in
the glowing chara@lers of gratitude on the hearts of his
countrymen. He is now a faint—IHe has quitted this earth,
and a nation has wept at his departure.  All doubtlefs an-
ticipate me. Shall I fay more? He was our political
faviour, our father :—H1s name—\W ssHingron !

I\' our labours for independcnce, we were not with.
out aflitance from foreizn {ftates and foreign individuals.
Of thP latter, 1t would be unarateful not to mention thofe
two illuftrious volunteers in the caufe of liberty, Fayette
and Kofciufko. Their fervices here, and their fufferings
in Europe will be ever remembered by Amecricans with
tcar of gratitude and {ympathy.

* Itisa well known ity that thofe places which have besn deluge]
by voicauic (xuptmns, m‘ “ganed & Muht} of foil, muchi wxeeeding
wilgt ll.e'» originaily Puu i.d,
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Frou certuin nations we allo received important aid
and lupport. At the time, filled with fincere and gener-
ous gratitude, we difdained to que{hon the motives of
that allift: ance, which relieved us in a moment of diftrefs.
But time and refle€tion have placed the nature and de-
gree of our obligations in a more juft light ; and we have
ample reafon to conclude, that, at this day, all favors
from foreign ftates are repard. Such as we fi1ll feel, we
will not hefitate to acknowledge. For our independence,
we owe thanks to the inj aftice and folly of Great Britain ;
we owe thanks to the ambltxon of France, and her enmity
to England; we owe thanks to Holland for her money
and good will ; and laitly, thanks to God, that all other
obligations are cancelled. America, then, at this hour,
1s truly and unconditionally free !

Wien our flates were acknowledged fovereign and
independent by the courts of Europe, the recording angel
of heaven enrolled a mew name in the lift of nations. Hap-
pily for us, the Archite& of the world, feparated our
country, by three thoufand miles of ocean, from the
complicated intrigues and politics of the eaftern continent,
Thus fituated, 1t is in our power to baffle their influence,
elude their defigns, and preferve our neutrality and inde-
pendence.  Our foreign relations have been a {ubjeét of
political difference : but the interelts of a diftant republic,
that is fully competent to its own protettion, appear very
plain ; and the prmcxples which ought to dictate her con-
dutt towards other goveraments, very fimple. Treaties,
whether of alliance or commerce, can have no other objett,
than political advantage. Thofe for the regulaticn of
commerce are perhaps neceffary ; but treaties of alliance,
iounded on friendfhip, are but toils, {pread to enfnare our
peace and freedom. To talk of frieadthip among nations
15 abfurd. It is a word not to be found in the catalogue
of national paffions, and we might as well talk of national
love, or national matrimony. It never did or ever can
exilt, except in the {plendid theories of vifionary enthuii-
alls, or in the fanciful conltruction of apohtlcal remance.
‘The policies of different nations are fo various and fludt-
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uating, and the violations of national engagements fo fre-
queni, one 1s rcmdy to conclude, that learnxes and con-
veatlons are .- mere play-ihings of foveruons, of which
the tole +': .1 1s to fhew their dexterity, and amufe their
admirin: . ~;g «1s ;—that their promifesin thele covenants,
hike the +1i: lenpuage of a man of fathion, mean—noth-
mg. V. nove America may never be ¢ entangled 1n al-
liances” with anv nation. With a monarchy, fuch a con-
exion wouid be Jnnaturﬂ and abfurd ; and thh a gov-
ermment tound -d on wrirciples fimilar to our own, unne-
ceﬁ"xr INO; Americans, the beft fccurity for the juftice,
~oft, anu vood faicth ofiovu ¢n {tates, 1s an ¢ equal con-
duCt tuarty a fervile comp,allanc., and concdﬁmn to

non: ; unon among curielves and a conftant ;- + aration
for wa-. Our well-mcun.ed baticries, 1+ .ve {eaman

and e id m-hitia, will ever be for. _of moe lImpor-
tance to our fafety, than a thouland trearics.

From the moment our independence was declared,
we were nc longer to be Brith, French, German, or
Irfh; we were to beccome Americans.  We were to af-
fume a national charaller, as peculiar and diftin& as our
conflitution and fovereignty. We have been the {ubjeéls
of a king, we are now the fovereiyn people. We have
become the citizens of a new govcmment, and have in-
curred new duties and relations. We have framed for

ourfelves a conflitution on the juft and eternal bafis of
reafon, liberty and equal rights. A man here knows na
reftraint, but that of law % and law is here no other than
reafon, a&mg under the authoritative fan¢tion of govern-
ment. The {pirit of man 1s now free, the thackles which
confined him are broken, and his faculties are once more
allowed to expand in the broad luxuriance of native lib-
erty. The human charatter is unveiled, and the philo-
fophic painter may now pourtray its features with accu-
racy- and truth. Man 1s again his own malfter, the un-
coutiviicd governor of his own attions, and it is now to
be {een, of what he is, as well as of what he is not
capable. The great queftion 1s at lencth to be decid-
ed, whether man can fupport a government, whole fun-
damental principles are liberty and equality ; or, whether
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he be conflitutionally a flave ; whether he muft, as the
laft {ad alternauve, feek a fan€tuary from the turbulence
and obliquities of his mature, in the fearful temple of
dcfpotifm.

Tue love of liberty is one of the ftrongeft affe@ions
of the human breaft, and ycuin the world there 1s {carce-
ly a free people.  Thus i» a truth at which the mind re-
coils, and wirofe {slution cannot fail 13 aerrade the hu-
man charater. The few popular forins of government,
that have yet appemed have had, comparatively, but a
fhort duration. Without an exception, the tivilized na-
tions of the world have ever been unabie long to main-
tain {ufficient knowledge and virtue to perceive their in-
terefis and to purfue them. The hiftory of ftates is but
a continued tifuc of human greatneis and human folly ;
and, fince the difafter of our firft pa-ents, mankind feem
ever to have nceded a guardian! Monarchical govern-
ment, by taking all exercife of fovereignty from the peo-
ple, favours that natural indolence in men, which has o
often inducci them to relinquith thofe advaniages they
could not preferve without labour and attention. Thus
have they purchafcd the indulgence of their paflions at
the expence of their rights and liberties. Thus they have
fold their beft privileges to kings, to buy a precarious and
- deftrulive protection for the remainder !

Notwitustanping thele difcouraging reflettions,
this country has made one morc effort to refcue the hu-
man charatter from difgrace, by uniting in the fupport of
a free and rational conltitution. We are now making a
.afl experiment, and, with the expericnce of three thou-
land years to dire€t us, if we fail, the friends of humanity
mulft dc.fpalr. leerty fecs the laft a& of her drama ; if
fhe finds America without fpirit to proteét her, {he muft
return to her manfion in heaven, till returning chaos an-

nounces the ditlolution of the univerfe, and the promifed
regeneration of man,

Ovurs 1s unqueﬂlonablv a government of the peo-
ple’s choice ; but to choofe 1s not enough, Let us not
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weakly imagine, that to will a free conflitution is f{uffi-
cient to produce or fupport it.  'T'he principles, on which
it is founded, muft be cherifhed and defended with viyil-
ance aad labour. We mult preferve that fimplicity,
which is the baiis of the republican character, that * equal-
ity {o neceflary to {fecure obedierce to the laws,” and that
love of the public weal, to which every thing clie ought to
give precedence.  Civil freedom can never be [ccurely
grounded on any other than mcormptlbl manners, and
a {yftem of finct and auflere morality.®*  Virtue is pio-
nounced by antient and modern philofophers the vital
principle of republics, without which they cannot exiit.
Hence the grand objett of cur laws, manners, and cduca-
tion fhould be calculaterl to infpire and prcferve it.y The
firlt duty of old age fhould be to awaken in youth an at-
tachment to liberty and virtue : the fecond, to give the
examnple. The firft virtues youth ought to acquire,
fhould be republican ; and the firft paffion, which fhould
grow in his bofom, love for his country.

THe manners and habits of life, and the nature of
government are the reciprocal indications of each other.
Optnion is an engine of mighiy power in the produétion
of political effeEts and, among the antient republics, had
a {tronger mﬂuence on thelr a&lons than law. With them,
hbelrty was an aflociated deity in their religious worfhip ;
and virtue and fimplicity of life were habitual.  Opinion
there rooted the bafe paflion of felfifhnefs from the hu*nan
bofom, and planted public virtue in its place. The prop-
erty, talents and lives of all were enrolled 1n the fervice
of the commonwealth ; and it was an envied fate to die 1n
defence of their country.

Suca were the noble fentiments, that produced the
heroes who fought at Marathon and Therm()p Je.  Such
were the feclmws which {ired the patriots, who bled on the
heights of Charleftown !

Trese high-fouled virtues have efle@ied our gloriour
revolution : and thefe alone can preferve our libertics.

* Mr. Burke’s refle@iors nn the French revolution,
¢ Monteiqueu’s Ipint of the laws,



( 17 )

A republican conflitution is, from its nature, furronnded
by innumeérable cvils. It is an elegant but delicate fabuic,
cafily disfigured, and that requires the uncez{ing attention
of its pofleflors, to guard its purity and beauty. ILet us
not rell in carelels fccurity.  Let us not ima sinc our free-
dom is without its encmics, or beyond the reach of den-
ger. There are enemies and there are dangers! Do yonu
alk where ? I anfwer among owfelves; 1 the corrunt
moraks and licentious opinions, that are creeping inro our
country ; in political diflentions ; 11 the ran oar o1 party
fpirit; in the difrefpeet fhewn the adminiflrators of ouar
govcrnmc‘nr, and the ingratitudc which follows thoie pat.i-
ots, who have grown grey, who have*worn out life 11 the
{crvice of their country. Here are our errors, and heavin
grant, thcy be not fatal 1 1 fay nothing new ; thofe truths
arc aLI\nowlcdwcd by all men, t}‘om h 1o one chufes to
criminate himfelf! 1 pgal\ of principles, whofe conect-
nefs evéry individual and every party 1s willing to avow,
but whofe violation each charges upon the other.  Unfor-
tunately, liberty is the native {oil of fattion, and by fecur-
ing to wicked and ambitious citizens an equal right of prb-
hﬂnnf‘f what errors or opinions they pleafc, he furnifhes
arms for her own defiruétion. This is an unavoidable
evil ; an evil, to which no remedy can be oppofed, hut
the good fenfe and difccrnment of the people. We
cerely hope with our Prefident, that our conftitution mav
never find itfclf in danger, from ¢ error of opinion, while
rcafon is left free to combat it,”*

Axotuer rich fource of evil we have in foreign in-
fluence. I mean not to make a common atlertion with
regard either to French or Englith goid, 1or I could
furnith no proofs. But while every veflel that arrives on
thefc [hores from Europe,is freighted with her priaciples,lux-
uries and vices, can we affirm ourfelves free from foreign in-
fluence ? No; and it is a poifon the more dangeroas, be-
caufe its opecration 1s gradual and unfufpetted. DBy thele
pollated channels, our country is deluged with contagious
rclinements on vice, and licentious cutrage on morais.

Luxury and faétion ave the parent evils, wholie nu-
merous offspring aflail, on all fides, the punity of the re-

x T, R
umuguldl {pe_f-(h,

A~y
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publican charaller. Dy turning our cyes to the hiftory
of oiier [iee flotes, we thall perceive the fate which threat-
cns, and learn now to avoid 11, The remembered tall of
foriner repu bhc<, whofe ervors were their araves, like the
ridninht ap mnfxuq, forewarns us of our danucr. Lecol-
ool Kome ! Under the ragn ot liberty and m()mls the was
Leppy ! Tie republican virtues gave her a {upsriority o-
ver other nations, that was not to b\, rehited,  Succels at-
tended overy dtep, and fhie quickly rofe to that dizzy
Lotz of zreatnels, where, intoxicated with her own magnii
cc:uu:, e forgot the noble virtues by which flic had af-
ceanded.  Prof pcllt), like fabled Jupiier of yore, defcend-
ed 1 a fhower of gold, and begat luxury, ¢ corruption and
rain,  Ler hmphmy moderation and’ libe Crty were no
more, and the republic was crufhed under the incumbent
weighit of 1ts own folly and grandeur.  In the modern
commom'canths of Ttaly, hbuw {ccmed a mere name,
hun:out as a fign by ambition, to cheat the {enfe of the

{pcatator,  Faction there rioted in all the miferies of civil
aifcord, and was ever wrefting the {ceptie from the hands
of one tyrant, to beltow it on another.  T'he fame reflect-
ions will apply to the French republic.  But of France I
am f{lent.*  The effe@s of irreligion and anarchy in that
natioi asca leffon, big with important inftruction for A mcri~
ca; and while we commx( rate her misfortunes, we will

extratt wildom from her errors. +

Anexicans ! owe have cefcaped 1n falety the ftorm of
revoiutien ; our political fky 15 again {crene, and thould

* We might indeed lament the extreme inaccuracy and impatienes the French have
dricovercd in their cepenimeits on goveriment, wo much amuortat ntelligence on
vt ubpect wan oxpectea from the redults The French muit furely have a mott fafs
tiaons et politcs, orere too they woald have been fuited with fome one of thofe
irrous asd hrdinos conftivations, that within twelve years hive ifued from her po-
it cal L.!:n...tnz\'. B Dikpaite @um to have difcovered the rreat ft addrels in that
a.t, e (l Paooo ) hveea tae weth oney which, while its operation is facilitated by
\ d: REK t'.-.; e b trean By )nt wili u uubludiy gm pc;ht‘l tistactionto the
Tendir P "“)".\‘ oo o n ittty !IL names Frauce ﬁcms to have drawn mam hlrt.
re e antiet sepabh Ste hos fought to give her liberty a Romau drefs. but it
as 1ot became bero Tedoked, as waonld the armour of Mozentius, upon a Panfian
::u;!("\ POt o SovoTnerns, at th.is d.’!y, I will fay !\r)thiuf},; for. hke the
Tmireleor, ochenoos celour fo eoten. 1 onever could be fure 1 was r§~;?'t. The republic
ALy an MDY 1,1.."'\ a, U rnoon wathont her reguianits  ana b wor il oomthund

the pontcnd attiona . RRCIREYE At the Soare the will e \mtm toancrrow b VT e Frasce
was e b e for il bibe iy e nturally b ul many l'um ‘nt' soconntry. and
We cnon ne 1 SR AT (‘ art j.’. distion of Les s bat whae (it went o b
ap! ‘w;,_‘;‘,'.' < }\ oW ot ' ‘) AT a T e Lt h')ll-(‘xt".vg l‘: “‘“Q“b TRV KRN e
aivo ooreatin (R Pty T!, 030 .“l.‘i\ SURY

o Felix, i faciaie aticad LuliChle Casbein.



( 19 )

we be now wrecked, 1t muft nappen from mutiny among
ouriclves, or treachery m our }'luts. So long as we can
maintain the hmphuty and virtue of the republican clar.
atler; {o leng as we have the knowledge and patriot-
ifin to pereeive the public good and to purfucit, we fhall be
feee.  But when vice and in unorality enter ; when we can
no longer preferve unbroken the barriers between liberty
and hCCﬂU()UfHLIb when erimination and 1nvective take
place of candid anu.iry ; when poluical difcuflion degene-
rates to party heat; at that moment adicu to liberty ! We
(hall ihen be fitted to recerve a perpetual dictator as at
Qome, or o alef conful as in France. We will then
throw ourfelves at the feet of [ome tyrant, who, with com-
paflionate hand, thall {trip us of thofe rights, which, in our
own polleizon, were the inftrwinents of calamity.  The
bayoncts of a ftanding army, or the peaceful walls of a
baltile, thall then u\mprl us to that tranquillity, fubmiflion
and hdppmc{s, which, free, we knew not how to maintain.
Like the abandoned wretch, who, without the refolution
to provide {for his own fuflerings and wants, procures by
his crines, the cafe and comfort of a prifon ! In that hour
fhall the cnemices of liberty, the advocates of arniftocracy,
teiumph in the fulhiment of their predictions !

Tnaxk God, thefe are but the apprchenfions of one
deeply folicitous for the wellire of his country and the
honour of human nature.  Heaven grant, the picture may
exift only in imagination. Yes, America fhall {till be frec,
for fhe is the miftrels of her own de (Liny.

Uxper our excellent conltitution, we enjoy as ample
liberty and as many rights, as is compatible with the ftate
of fociety, or mceﬂar) to happincis.  We excrcile {ove-
1eignty by reprefentation; and while we prederve our own
purity, we can never have a corrupt adminiftravon, While
we beftow ofiices only on talents and virtue; wiile we
make ¢ ment the only road to honour,” and honour ex-

clufively the reward of merit, cur legiflators and magiftrates
wiil poflels wildom and integrity,

I\' pcace we arc our own {upport; in war our own
protcttion.  America mudt b *cqually a nation of citizens
end a nation of foldicrs. At the call of their country, he
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. peop ¢ muft be as ever rcady to refign the plough for the
fivord, " as to relign the [word for the plough. In pcace
they mult ever remember they are the {olaiers of libeity ;
in war they mult not forget they are the citizens of a Re-
public. © An error on cither fide 1s ruin!.

I uave now performed my tafk. [ have ketched the
| hiﬂory of our independence, the principles that produced,
and the patriots who accomplithed it.  Our attention has
been turncd to our relations as an independant fiate, our
duties as citizens, and dangers as republicans.  We have
fcca that liberty has here made a laft {tand, aud that wz are
her guardians. The goverament of the United States,
the langnage of Mr. Jerrrrsox, is ¢ the world's beft
hope ;” and American; will antwer the expetiation at the
‘expence of their blood.

Ovunr fathers thought liberty dearer to them than life,
and their children will difdain to {urvive the lcts of their
independence. To the noble motives which attuated them,
we have the additional fentiment of affection and regard
for their memory.  With us, it fhall be a facred point of
honor to defend, at any facrifice, the patrimony they have
bequeathed us. On the ioundations laid by our fathers,
their fons will eret a ftructure, that fhall furpafs, in
ftrength, beauty and duration, the moft admired fabrics of
the world.  On this feftival, {hall America ever indulge
¢ the fealt of reafon and the the tlow of foul.” This ans
niverfary fhall be ever facred to freemen! With this com-
memoration, the aflions, principles and virtues of our fa-
thers fhail defcend to lateft™ generations,  Another word
and I have done, . '

O this day 1776, the united people of America fworc
to live free or dic! In glorious imitation, fhall their chil-
dren, on each returning year, fulemnly renew the oath,
and ledge themfelves for its performance, to the fainted
{pirits of their fires! Thus thall America enjoy happinefs
and glory through indchinite ages ; and the inantle of liber-
ty, wrought by the noble labors of our anceftors, like that
of Elijah, fhall reft on fucceeding pofterity.

FINIS,





