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cArTMOUTH coLLiGE July 4, 181¥
The underfigned; appeinted a committee to wait on Mr,
Fotham Fairfield, do, in behalf of the Students of Dartmouth Col-
lege, tender him their unfeigned thanks for his truly elegant,
{pirited, and patriotic Oration, delivered on occafion of the An-
niverfary of American Independence, and requeft a copy for
publication.

WiLiram Gornon, half of the
Tuomas FEssEnDEN, Students.

BezarezL Cusm.mn,} Committee in bew
Mr. Jornam FairrieLD.

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE, Ju’y 5, 1811.

Gentlemen, ‘
YOUR requeft of a copy of my Oration is granted. Should

errors be difcovered, they may be palliated, if not excufed. For

it was written in hurry and difturbance, ¢ in ficknefs and in for-

row.”
Gentlemen,

Refpeétfully,
Your Friend and
Humble Servant,
Joruam FAIRFIELD.

Meflrs. Bezaleel Cuthman, § Committee in be-
William Gordon, half of the
Thomas Feflenden, §  Studens:.
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ORATION.
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- Me~x and BRETHREN,

IN conformity with a laudable cuf-
tom, we are this day affembled to celebrate
the joyous anniverfary of American Inde-
pendence ; to commemorate the day, that
witnefled an event extraordinary and unex-
pected ; an event which gave to the world a
glorious example of bravery and perfever-
ance ; which reanimated the expiring hopes
of adiftrefled, defponding, and almoft dif-
heartened people and told them they were
free. We are not now convened to indulge
in noify revelry or unfeemly mirth ; but the
celebration of Independence fhould not oc-
cafion “{orrow and fighing,” and we may
well rejoice. 'We have not met together to
aflail the characters of public men, and call
in queftion the purity of their motives ; but
to pay the tribute of panegyric, which cvcry
patriot owes to our departed fages and he-
roes. Nor have we aflembled to inquire the
caufes of a// our public meafures, and detail
the confequences where known, or conjec-
ture thofe which time has not difclofed ; but
to contribute our feeble though honeft exer-
tions to perpetuate the memory of times that
are paft.

Ox occafions like the prefent, it is no
- neceflary to go far or fearch deep i purfui
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ot materials for the .compofition of a public
addrefs. As claborate e{)ucidations of polit-
ical fubjets, or luminous illuftrations of the
comparative advantages refulting from the
different forms of government ought not to
be expetted, if any expectations of this are
at prefent formed, they will undoubtedly be
difappointed.

IT may be thought by fome, that, on the
prefent occafion, a formal comparifon be-
tween the feveral important meafures of our
different adminifrations would be neither
diffrcult nor improper. But the execution
of fuch a defign would require a compafs
larger than that of a fhort addrefs, and
might alfo by fome be confidered a violation
of decorum towards our prefent rulers, who
have been declared meritorious of obedience
and refpect by the voices of a majority of
our people.

- A love of independence is deeply imprefi-
ed upon the human conftitution. Itis writ-
ten 1n charaéters, which neither the rude-
nefs of 1ignorance can mar, nor the meannefs
of flavery obliterate. Inftin&ive at firft, it
{oon rifes to a principle, it « grows with the
ﬁrowth of man and ftrengthens with his

rength ;” it teaches him to guard againit
tyranny and oppreflion ; tells him that “1tis
bafe to fuffler when he ought to a&,” and
roufes his exertions for the prefervation of
‘the rights and privileges, which the Author
of his being has committed to his care.

HencE have proceeded the wars and revo-
lutions, which cver fince its creation, have
continuced to vex the world; which have
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izade human affairs as uncertain as the du-
ration of the pafling gale, and flu¢tuating
as the troubled fea. Ever cafting a jealous
eye towards his rights, man, unlefs jaundic-
ed by the grofleft ignorance 1s ever active,
ready to refift every infraction ; and, mind-
tul of the duty he owes to him{elf and his
pofterity, is impatient to throw off the bui-
den of oppreflion when it has bccome too
“ grievous to be borne.”

But while admiring his {pirit of inde-
pendence, we have often to Jament its per-
verfion, and while contemplating with de-
Light his ftedfaft regard for liberty, we are
frequently called to trace his devious wind-
ings through the mazes of blindnefs and
error. (Grievances are as often imaginary as
real : And hence the frequency of revolu-
tions. Hence alfo it happens that they are
as often a misfortune as a blefling, that they
as frequently tend to rivet chains as to un-
loofe them. A mild and temperate mon-
archy has often been {fucceeded by the mad-
nefls of anarchy and confufion, and the ruins
of a free republic have been the bafes of ty-
ranny and oppreilion.

But a fhort ime {ince, two 1'evolut10ns,
furprifing in their nature "and 1mportant in
- their confequences, prefented {pectacles
more grand than any ever witnefled by an
aftonithed world. America and France,
cach in their turn, attracted the eyes of the
nations of the earth and fixed them in afton-
ithment and wonder. The American revo-
lution fevered an infant country from 1ts
parent ftate, and added one to the catalogue

///
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of independent nations. While it augment-
ed the happinefs of a growing people, it
produced no confequences deleterious to the
human race ; the liberty of other nations
was not diminifthed, nor the harmony of the
moral world deranged. Tranf{cendent merit
afforded no pretext for perfecution, nor
were the goods of the wealthy confifcated
and {fold. Morality and religion were {t1ll
refpected ; the churches were not proftitut-
ed, defaced, or demolithed ; but the devout
Chriftian ftill entered unmoleited, and paid
his unreftrained devotions to the God which
his fathers worfhipped.

TrE French revolution, originated by mo-
tives different from thofe which occafioned
the American, as the characters and views
of the inhabitants of America and France
once were, was productive of confequences
{ferious and alarming to the civilized world.
France was the theatre of tranfactions, at
whofie bare recital fortitude trembles, cour-
age 1s difmayed, and the human heart 1s rent
with anguith. The {ceptre was wrefted
from the hands of a monarch, broken in
picces and {cattered among the outrageous
and {fanguinary mob, led on and inftigated
to “treafon, {acrilege and crimes,” by fuch
men as Danton, Barras, Marat, Robefpierre
and Condorcet ; the land was deluged with
the blood of her choiceft citizens ; the axe
was laid at the root of revelation, focicty
and government, and even natural religion
tfelf trembled on its perithing foundation.
The prieft fighed for his crumbling altar,
and the philanthropift, having rcared a
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firuGture for the advancement of human
happinefs, was conftrained to fhed a tear up-
on its ruins. The moral world was in fear-
ful agitation while this dark and fullen
tempeft was gathering around. it. Burfting
at length, its ravages were more dreadful
than the devaftations of the tornado, more
terrible than the concuflions of the earth-
quake. | |

A {pecies of republican government was:
adopted ; but it was of fhort duration. It
was like a baleful comet, and portended the
defpotifm which has followed. France is
how groaning in chains.

PosterrTY will hardly credit the aflertion,
that in this country, among a people proud
. of their regard for religion and morality,
thefe enormities thould find powerful advo-
cates, and thefe revolutionifts clofe adhe-
rents. But furprifing as it is, {fuch men are
to be found, even among thofe, who have

been |
¢« Raifed to the higheft ftatesthe realm affords
% By plaufive fpeech and eloquence of words,”

and who have long enjoyed our confidence
and efteem. |

To ftate before an enlightened audience
the caufes which provoked our refiftance to
the Britifh nation, would be an outrage up-
on decorum. It is enough to fay, our fa-
thers werc opprefled, they flew to arms, they
fought, they were {fuccefsful.
- TuirTy-rFIvE years ago, when dark clouds
of misfortune had overfpread our country,
when the hopes of the moft fanguine had
begun to defpond, and refiftance {feemed te
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border upon madnefs, the ears of an afton-
ithed people were greeted with the Declara-
tion of Independence. It was this that con-
firmed the wavering, and added new vigor
1o the weary ; it animated the harangues of
he ftatefinan, and nerved the arm of the
Warrior. o

Most of thofe, who were active in achiev-
ing our independence, have long fince funk
into their graves. A fuflicient niimber re-
main to tell us of the fufferings and hard-
thips, which were the price of our republic-
an government ; that we thould guard 1t as
the friend of our fouls . and that, when any
‘one prefumes to deprive us of the privileges
we ought to enjoy, it 1s a pOWer ufurped,
and refiftance is a duty.

Wauiee fpeaking of the American revolu-
tion, to pafs by the name of WASHING-
TON, would be treafon againft liberty, vir-
tue, and humanity. It was he, my fellow
citizens, who led your armies to victory and
glory. Itwas he, who exerted his powerful
 fluence to unite the jarring and difcordant
“nterefts of divided ftates, and arrange and
difpofe them in ¢ beauteous order and har-
monious love.”” He has departed, but he
has left an invaluable bequett. He has told
you the effects of difcords and divifions,
and warned you to avoid them. He
forefaw the dangerous confequences of
foreign influence, and told you to be inde-
pendent.

Yt notwithftanding his reafonable claims
:0 the univerfal and unqualified affeétion and

gratitude ot his countrymen, this truly great
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and good man has been expofed to the vir-
ulence of enemies and detrators. He has
been meanly infulted and traduccd by vile
- exotics and bafe-born hirel:iu: unptifci-
pled and unfeeling,. hardy aud" feroctous,
with charalters lower than perdition and
blacker than defpair, with {ouls as bafe as
perfidy and as foul as guilt. It bélongs to
every patriot to {purn at every afperfion of
fo pure a character, and punith the authors
with deferved neglect. - " B

My fellow citizens, remember WasuiNg-
ToN, for he was your friend. Refpect his
memory, for he was your deliverer. Treaf-
ure up his counfels and inftructions, for he
was your guardian and protector. N

Amoxc the names of thofe, who enjoyed
the efteem and confidence of our immortal
Chief, the deathlefs name of HamirLTon
holds a confpicuous place. Needlefs would
it be, at this time, to dwell upon his talents
or his virtues. They will outlive the lan-
guage which was the vehicle of the flan-
ders againft him. He enlightened us with
the productions of his pen. He digefted
plans to enrich our treafury, and appreciate
the national debt. Yet the purity of his
motives has been queftioned, and the policy
of his plans difptited, while they have been
adopted and approved by his more punttil-
ious fucceflors. e

But while admiring his {plendid talents,
and unrivalled patriotifm, we are conftrain-
ed to weep for his inglorious fall. - He de-
parted at a time when his country ftood in
perifhing nced of his afliftance.

B
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‘Courp any thing alloy the pleafure arif-
ing from the cclebration of our Independ- -
ence, it would be the recollection, that this
this-is the anniverfa'y of the day,” which
witnefled the lofs of our country’s brightett
ornament. It would be needlefs to dwell
upon the talents and virtues of our immor-
tal Ames, for by the wife and virtuous
they are duly appreciated. To make wufe
of the forcible and energetic language
of his illuftrious friend, “a purer {pirit
never left the earth.” He was a Chnif-
tian, and was humble ; he was a patriot,
and was faithful; he was wile, and was
confulted ; he wrote, and we were inftrudct-
ed ; he fpoke, and we were aftonithed. You
have all feen a colletion of his writngs.
It thould be a2 manual for every poliucian.
It is a fountain of political knowledge, which
no patriot will leave untafted.

Trury the worth of AMEs was grcat was-
ineftimable. He lived to {ee the dark clouds
of adverfity gathering around his country,
and then departed. He departed in the me-
ridian of his vigor and ufefulnefs ; he died
« in the blaze of his fame.” Should this
once happy and refpected people ever be
compelled to bow to the iceptre of a defpotic
tyrant, (which may heaven avert,) thould
this once favored land ever revert to 1gno-
rance and barbarifm, fome 1xiferable ilave,
more wife and-more thoughtful than the
reft, while raking the afhes of our republic,
will difcover the name of Amgs, and figh
that he lived no longer. '
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WiuiLe celebrating the anniverfary of our
natal day, and rejoicing in the fruition of
liberty, it becomes us to beware againft be-
ing weakened and lulled to {leep dy an over-
weening confidence in our fecurity and vir-
tue. Former republics, where are they? and
national profperity, does it laft forever? The
favage greets the rifing fun with his morn-
ing afpirations ; a cloud obfcures it, and he
1s {ad. The moon “in full-orb’d majeﬁ}
commands his worfhip and admiration ; it
wanes, and he is {forrowful. A nation joys
in the funfhine of profperity ; the fun goes
down, the night of adverfity {ucceeds, the
nation mourns.

My friends, have you ever {feen the fun of
profperity rife upon a nation, and have you
{zen that {un godown ? Have you {cen a na-
tion ftruggling up the ftream of adverfity
and arrive at the defired haven, and have
you feen 1t {fwing from 1ts moonngs * Have
you {een a nation ﬂlakmg off the incum-
brances of fortune,” vanquifhinga powerful
opponent, and declaring their Independ-
ence,/and have you feen them virtually re-
nounce it? Have you heard a nation pro-
fefling impartiality to all other nations, and
have you {een that very nation fuccumb to
a foreign power ? Have you feen thefe things,
and do you believe what you have feen? I
tnow that you believe 1t

NarionaL happinefs is frequently of fhort
duration. Shall I point to you a happy na-
tion !—But you have already {cen one. You
have fecn a valiant pu)ple “ burfting the
bands of flavery afunder,” emerging from
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obfcurity, and claiming relpect from the
nations of the cartli. You have {een them
eitablifir a republican form ot government,
and frame codes of mild and equitable laws.
You have {een their conftitution refpected.
You have {een them enriched by foreign
commerce ; vou have {cen the ocean whit-
encd with their canvas, and the wharves
groaning beneath the wemht of their mer-
chandize. You have {een a nation anfwer-
ing to this defcription, but you faw it for a
fhort time.

My fellow citizens,is this a defcription of
our own nation ? Would to God I could give
you a negative anfwer. Towards yonder
fea, “ now imiiing as 1n {corn,” let us caft
an cye to behold the mifery of our country.
The qladfome hum of bufineis has given
place to the complaints of the beggar ; our
ihips are huddled together in the ports ; the
wharves are beaten by their decaying hulks,
and the timid land-bird lights upon their rot-
ting{hrouds,

Tur firft blow upon our commerce was
the fatal embargo. You are acquainted
with the circumitances attending this adt,
and it is now needlefs to ftate them. Do you
wifh to know the rcafous of the act? Go to
the fturdy rabble ; they will tell you it was
- intended to bring England at our feet. If
this 1s infufficient, they will tell you that
cur rulers have adopted the meafure, and 1t
becomes vou to be filent. But I perceive
vou are not fatisfied with this. Go thien to
the more cnlightened and virtuous among




13

our people. But they alfo are unable to
afign reafons fatisfatory and convincing.
Afk them if there was no oppofition. They.
will tell you that every thing was
done, which cloquence the moft forcible,
encrgetic and impaflioned could do ; but
every exertion was vain and ineffetual.
The fubject is difgufting and we are glad to
leave it. |

-Men, Brethren, and Fathers, hear me for
a few moments, and 1 have done. Is there
not a faction 1n this country, that will ere-
‘long {ubvert our independence ? Is it not
now preying like a greedy vulture upon the
vitals of order, religion and morality ¢ Do
not its members confider the intereft of a
fereign nation paramount tc thofe of their
own? Is not our country gangrened by
French influence ? Is not Napoleon feared,
refpected and beloved? Is not the nation
which prefents the only barrier tohis devaft-
ating progrefs undefervedly obnoxious to
our people, and do they not with for its de-
ftruction ? Interogations like thefe need no
reply.

- ANnp are there any in this country, who
with fuccefs to the deftroyer,and do they ex-
pect to be gratified ? We hope and confident-
ly believe that they will not. Yet he has in-
{pirited his minions and vaflals with the
promife, that the expiration of {feven years
will witnefs the fubjugation of the Britifh
nation. Vain and f{illy rhodomontade !
He cannot impoverifh a nation, that depends
tor fupplies on the induftry of its inhabitants,
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He cannot vanquith a people contending for
liberty, with a fixed and unalterable deter-
mination to {fucceed or perith. He might as
well overturn the univerfal worid ; he
might as well blow the ftars from the fky,
as to fcatter that navy ; he might as well
take his {fword and cleave ¢ld Saturn, as to
fubdue that nation. |

What now 1s the ftate of our country, and
on what do we reft our hopes of future
profperity ! Our clergy are abufed ; our
people are poifoned with the naufeous filth
of newfpapers ; they are deceived and cajol-
ed by artful ﬂattercrs and wily demagogues j
real merit has become but a paflport to ob-
fcurity, and boid ambition a requifite for
office. The city bas become defolate, and glory bas
departed from Ifracl.

You have heard minifters of the gofpel
reviled for pointing out to people their dan-
ger, and warning them to flee it ; and you
have feen the man who is now laborin gto
enlighten us with th¢ productions. of his
pen, fet up as a mark for the foul and filthy
flander of upftart editers and pigmy politi-
cians. But he 1s fecure. He has given his
countrymen a challenge to {upport any alle-
gation againft him, which as yet remains un-
accepted.

IT is now time to clofe Had I thought
that any aflertions or infinuations, {I have
now made, would, by the candid and 1 par-
tial, be confider ed aberrations from truth
and candor, they fhould have bcen with-
holdemn,
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I caN only add ; let us cultivate national
virtue, Itis the palladmm of our republic,
it is the @gis of our independence. Let us
fupprefs defigning and ambitious dema-
gogues. Ademagogue 1s a profefied patriot

ut a real traitor. Let us confer rewards
upon mierit. Let us ftrive to become enabled
to repel the reproach, which. may now too
juftly be caft upon us; “Your political
watchmen are blind : they are all ignorant,
they are all dumb dogs, that cannot bark g
fleeping, lying down, loving to flumber.
Yea they are greedy dogs, which can never
have enough, and they are thepherds, that
cannot underftand ; they all look to their
Own way, every one to his own gain from-
his quarter.” Let us refent every aggreflion
on our rights, and guard with vigilance onr
Independence.  « Dulce et decorum eft pro-
patria mor.’ |

“ In the field of proud honor, our fwords in cur hands,

¢ Our Jaws and our country to fave,

% While vi&tory fhines on life’s laft ebbing fands,
“.0 ! whe would got refl with the arave {»




