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Portsmouthy, Fuly 8th, 1804.

THE committee of arrangements for the celebration of the anni.
'vcxsclry of the Independence of the United States, present the thanks of
the R~pubhcan Citizens of Portsmouth to Mr. Evans, for the ingenious

and well adapted Oration, delivered by him on the fourth instant—
ind request that he would favour them with a copy thereof for the press.

CoMMITTEE.

JOSHUA BRACKETT,

CHARLES CUTTS, y
E. WENTWORTH, }

o

Portsmouth, Fuly 10th, 1805.
GENTLEMEN, .
I have received your favor of the 8th instant.—By complying
with your request, I make ;hc only. acknowledgmcnt, in my power,

for your polite attentions. :
With ;ent:ment; af respects
I am your obed’t serv’t,
- RICHARD EFANS.

P

%o Cuarres Cutrs, Esq. -
Doct. JOSHUA Bucxn'r'r,
avp Mr. I¥ WENTWORTH,

A committee for the Republican
Citizens of 1 ortsmouth |
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HONORFD by an invitation to address you, on thxs
memorable anmvcrsary ; 1 rise, doubtful of ability—Dbut in-
spired by the occasion.

i

We convene Americans, to commemorate an eventral,
an all-important day.—A DAY ,—which emancipated more
than three millions of human beings \—"That great ¢
at this time, and willbe in future ages,—ccmmemoriing,
not only by the happy subjects of its bencfits ; but by the
great and good in all countries ;---by the Philanthro-
pist of every mation.——Where is the mun, who docs
not feel ennobled at a display of human energies !--»
Where the friend of humanity, who does not triumph at'
the success of those exertions, which tend to the enlarge.
ment, and the happiness of his species !  Alas! there arc
men,—-insensible to the charms of liberty | Wiile we,
the sons of freedom, hail this auspicious era, as the dawn
of that morring, which gave hope to the oppressed of the

. earth :—There are many, the votaries of ambition ; the
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minions of power ; TvRANTs---and St.aves l-~who rejoice
not, at beholding their fellow men, independent and happy.

To show that human pature is debased, I need only te
point your attention to the pages of history ; or, to direct
your view to the present state of the world. ‘The histories of

B those
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those nations, which have long since been swept away by the
changes of time ; furnish us with sufficient evidence of the
ambition of man.---And the face of Europe, of Asia, and
of Africaat the present day ; exhibits the distorted features
of rapine, cruelty and wrong.  As the material world is
visited Dy its carthquakes, its tempests, and the fire of its
volcanoes :—so, the moral world is subjected to the trem-
blings of avarice, the tempests of anger, and the consum.

ing flame of ambition.

We, my countrymen ;--have great reason to rejoice, that’
our nation is exempted, at present from the moral chr&-'
vity, and from the calamities which assail the nations of
the old world :—yet, we must acknowledge, that 2 dispo-
sition to evil has appeared among ourselves.—FElse, where:
fore have arisen the sounds of coritention ? why, has-party
spirit broken in upon the harmony of social life —Is it
that a difference in opinion on political questions, necessa-
rily implies personal hatred ? or, cannot an investigation
of principles—and an examination of conduct take place,
without descending to such odious invective, as awakens in
the public mind unfriendly emotions ? |

The freedom of enquiry, and the right of clection,
which are so happily secured to'us ; naturally give rise to
a difference in opinion on the subjéct of government :—
but those very privileges, do also furnish the means of
correcting crrors in practice, and of rewarding those per-
sons, who are worthy of public confidence.

Error
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Error is the infirmity of human nature ;——but truth is
superior to all things and must prevail :—and wherever a
people possess the means of information, and can exercise
the right ot suffrage, the arts of sophistry will not long
avail, to conccal the designs of the ambitious ; or the de-
ceptions of the disorganizer. A calm investigation of
principles would cnable us to determine their correctness ;
and a dispassionate observance of the conduct of men,
would lead us to distinguish between empty professions,

and real patriotism.

That there exist in our country, turbulent and ambi-
tious spirits,—is a fact too notorious to be denied. * Should
we judge indeed of the principles of 2 whole party, by the
conduct of a few of their adherents ;—should we, for in.
stance, consult the pages of some of those mewspapers,
which are denominated federal—that we might determine
the character of the federal party ;—we could not but con-
sider it, an aspiring,—a disgraceful faction. But, such
writings would disgrace ‘any cause :—they are a defiance
to all authority.—What a s47zrz upon federalism !~~The
writers to whom I allude, not only traduce our magistrates,
and government ; they not only hold us up to foreign na-
tions, as an object of imbicility, and contempt ; but they
transgress the rulez of decorum, and the obligations of mo.
rality ; their pages are defiled with the moft obscene expres.-
sions;—and they hand the same to an enlightened public,—
a meretricious garb to the rudest breath of scandal.

W,



We mean not to attacli the opprobiium of such con.
duct to any but the immediate agents ;-—we wish to ab.
solve all honcst men from the charge :—we are ready to

. harmonize with our brethren.—ILct us on this auspicious

day, hail every man~-whdse object is to promote the pub-
lic good ! No matter whether he is called a Federalist, or a
Republican, no matter to what party he belongs ; does he
rejoice that we are freemen, we hail him as a friend and

brother !

~ Let us, Americans, look back on the days that have
pMRd ?

Since the adoption of its constitution, and more par.
ticularly, since the period, when the great WAsHINGTON
retired from the administration of his country ;—the
United States have exhibited a scene of party contention .
we have beheld a division among the people.

From the genius of our government, frequent changes
wﬂl occur in the choice of public officers ; and when in
the opinion of a majority of the pcople, a reform of mea-
sures is necessary ; they, possessing the sovereignty, and the
right of exercising it, will evince the public sentiment.
Thus a reform is effected ;—not by the loud boasting of
pretenders, or the denunciations of a cabal, but, by the
sovereign wwill of the people. Hence, we have witnessed within
a few years, a great change in the politics of the country ;-
we have witnessed a reduction of that division of the peo-
ple which had assumcd the name of fideral ; and we now
witness the iriumph of republicanism ! from the federal in-

terest
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terest have seceded thousands of its adkerents § coavinced
we doubt not, of the presumption of its declarations, and the
fallacy of its promises. It pretepded to almost exclusive
talents. and consequence : ard it promised to tnake this
people 2 great and happy nation ! but many of its experi-
ments were unsuccessful. In the exercise of its talents, as
displayed in the various departments of government,
was perceived ;—not that energy of will ; which at once
conceives of, and perfects all that can promote the general
good ;—not, that union of sentiment ; which results from
pure motives, and combining individual exertion, tends to
the advancement of a nations prosperity :—but we noticcsd
a duplicity in its declarations ; we observed a distraction
in its councils,--a selfishness prevailed, which at length pro.
duced -open contenton :—a Secretary of State was dis-
carded by his patror, and the President of the Umt'ad
States was traduced by Ha mLTON 4

| T&ENMOR ! the brcaker of shxelds ; rested i in the shades
of Vérnon.--He beheld the gathcrmg of a cloud : in the
midst were scen a /ion, and an eagle ; waiting for the strife
of blood.—The hero knew his country was in dangét ;—
he started from'’ the couch of age ;—~he called for his trusty
sword ; the sword tha: never failed in battle ! he bared
the scars of his bosem 3 he difted the shield of war! Why
art thou troubled, son of battles ? 10 -zvader approaches thy
land ! —The angel of peace, drew Trenmor to the tomb
of repose ;~-and his spirit ascended on the winds of heaven.
The genius of America descended '—Brutos why sleepest
thou ¢ soumded in the ears of her patriots.—The evils.that

C were
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were impending over the. country, aroused the attention
of its inhabitants ;—They examined the measures of ad-
ministration ; and, they declared them, void of wisdom.—
They scrutinised the conduct of their public officers ; and,
they found them, unworthy of confidence :—they lifted
up the voice of indignation'; and, the enemies of liberty
were scattered :=—they exercised their right of suffrage ;—
and peace was restored to our borders.. The reformation
which took place in the general government, was followed
by corresponding changes in the individual states'; and
New-Hampshire now evinces that union of sentiment in
her various departments, which, gives fair promise that
all her measures will be conducted in wisdom, to the
promotion of the general good. The present aspect of

our political affairs, is favorable to a falr experiment of the
principles of democracy.—~We are now .to determine,

whether a people can be happy in the enjoyment of ra-
tional liberty ; or whether, as has been predicted ; liberty
will degenerate to licentiousness, and lead to anarchy, and
pational convulsion.

The people of these United States ; Ispeak not of those
individuals whose objects were personal, but of the great
mass ;——federal, and repuhlican.—- This people, at an im-
portant crisis, differed in opinion, on the measures most
proper to be adopted, for the maintenance of our political
character, and of our invaluable rights,—and the differ-
ence arose not so much from the immediate consequences
which might ensue, but rather, as to the tendency of cer-
tain measures in their progress, and ultimate operations.—-

The
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The great and good WasHINGTON ! polnted out to us 2
Scylla and a Charybdis ; which we are to guard against.

In one point of view, we learn that a perfegt Dcmg-
cracy may lead to Anarchy. Hence, has been deprecated
a liberty wholly dependent on the caprice of the people ;
and it is from this view of things ; that tlie honest feder-
alist, has advccated such measures-—as would strengthen
the arm of government, and render the people dependent,

In the other point of view, we sec the evils that result
from individual power,—~we are zanght, that when servants
of a free people rise above the law ;j—when they begin to
impose unnecessary restraints, and to invade the rights of
man ;—whatever, may be the pretence, a’ foundation is
laid, for the assumi)txon of power,.-—-then, distinctions be-
come known ;—thence, pnvdegcd orders ; an Aristo.
cracy is created, and the pcople smk to slavery

To guard on the one hand, against that licentiousness,
which tends to anarchy ; and on the other, against that
assumption of power which leads to usurpation ; should
be the care of the American people.~But to attempt to
point out any great evils that must necessarily result from
the possession of perfect freedom, by a people so situated
and so well informed, as are the people of the United
States ; would perhaps be vain ;—we have no example
before us ;—the analogy between the circumstances of this
people, and of the people of any ancient republic is so faint,
that it affords no parralel :—it is therefore, no extravagant
conecption to suppose ;~-should a train of adverse circum-

stances



|
. 4/

~ stances tend to'a dissolution of the federal compact jua
that this people, after the convulsion of a moment, would
by the exercise of their experience, and information ; and
| prompted by that desire for happiness which i s implanted
- in the human breast ;-—again create a govexnu ent, enact
Taws, aﬁd submxt tod constituted authorlty | o

- But the evils incident to a state of despotism; are ob-
vious to the meanest capacity. Who indecd, would not
px‘-’cfer even the licentiousness of a people,—such as pre-

vailed in Rome ; when an umversal depr'avatxon of prin-
mplc,, engendered the most shocking enormities ;—when,
after the ambition of individuals, had pointed to the path
of corruption ; after the armies, had become subservient
to a lust for power ; -ﬁ-the people goaded to despt;ratxon by
impositions and suﬂ'ermgs and by their own vices, and
wretchedness ; overturned ah law, ordcr, and crovernment
who, I say would not prefer eéven such a state of things;-.-
for a period at ledst ;49 the deadly night of despotism.
We shrink from the lightning’s flash,-~the conrulsion of
g people is terrible g«-but, When the: dread ‘volcano opens
upon 8 ; and the lava of desolation sprads wide arourd;
the light of bape is extinguasked.-.So despotism in its course;
overturns, and buries in ruin j---all that is desirable to man,
ard spreads wide the m:chntholy 5100‘:1!1 of despaxr. |

e

' The rcpubltcs ef ancient’ Greece, supported hberty in
all her excesses :---dazzled with the blaze of her charms ;-

they gloried in its consuming brightnéss,---whilst upheld
by.the bond of confederation, they bade defiance to the

power
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power ¢f Kings :--but at length civil disseutions followed
a corruption of manners ; until weakened by a want ot
union, the States of Greeee, fell a prey to the encreasing
power of Macedon, and the prowess of Philip, and Alexan-
der.---But comparc the republics of ancient Greece, wiil
the slavery of modern Greece 3 and who will hesitate to
prefer liberty with all its agitations, to the dozing apathy
of slavery ! The degraded wretches of modern Crecce,
as they tread the ground ennobled by the ashes of heroes,
appear unconscious of their ancestry, ignorant of the na-
ture of liberty, and dcad to all hew charms.

The nations which have appcarcd on the theatre of the
world, and have departed to the gulph of ages ;---the gov-
ernments which bave been successively built up, and have
fallen to ruin ;---have left bechind a memento of experience,
to be contemplated by succceding generations.-- The pre-
sent race of man, appears however, to profit but little by
the examples which are set before them :---and the United
States, is the only nation upon carth, where civil and reli-
‘gious liberty are maintained to the people.--In alinost
every other nation, the rights of the subject---althoush in
their nature imprescriptable ; have been sacrificed on the
shrine of ambition ; and religion has been made the tool
of power.

How earnest should we be, my fellow citizens, to main-
tain to ourselves, ard to transmit to posterity, the incsti-
mable privileges which we at present enjov.---While sur-
‘rounded by cvery blessing, both naticnal and personal,
which are compatible with the lot of humarity ;---with

D what



14

what care should we guard against every inroad to our
rights,---As we clime the acclivities'of Sfame ; as we advance
in the course of successful experiment ;--let us not, suffer
our attention to be diverted from the object of pursuit ;---
which is, the maintenance of fational government, and the

due cxcrcise of the unalienable rights of man,
/

‘A brighter day may hereafter dawn upon earth, a new
ecreation may arise ; when in every country the faculties
of man shall no longer be cramped by the interference of
civil authority in matters of speculation---by tyrannical
laws against heresy and schism, and by slavish hierarchies,
and religious establishments.” |

In the progress of our government ;---we have scen an
attempt to introduce the corrupt systems and establish-
ments of Europe :---a sedition law ;---national debt, and a
sitandinrr army. Perhaps many of the advocates of such
meusures, were taught to believe in their necessity, from
a supposed emergency of state ;---whilst those who oppu-
sed them, dreaded the existence of such means, as might be
used ;---not for the maintenance of our rights, but for the
subversion of our liberty.---In different ages of the world,

uch have been the means, by which tyrants are created,
ind a powecr established subversive of the rights of man.

No danger to the United States can be apprchended
from a combination of the people :--the diffusion of the
population of the country, over such a vast extent of
territory as we now possess, will deaden the spirit of fac-

tion ;



1y
tion ; and the wili of the people fathfully expressed, will
continue to provide the most perfect system of laws, and
policy. But who my tellow men! who would be so lost
to the powers of vision, as to look to the nations of the
eastern coutinent for theories of government, or for exam-
ples of national happiness.------ Let us turn our view to Asia,
the garden of the world ;---the enchanting spot, where the
Creator of the univeise planted Eden, and placed the first
parents of mankind ;--here, stood favored Canaun, on
which dwelt God’s chosen people the Jews ;---here also was
accomplished the great work of our redemption, and from
hence, the gospel of Christ was diffused among surround-
ing nations ;---in this highly privileged land ; cities were
built, and kingdoms founded, at a time, when the othc?
parts of the earth were desolate ; or, but thinly inhabited.
Once, the residence and scat of the greatest monarchies of
the world ; now, the theatre of cruelty, and stupidity,
and idolatry :---over that vast country the iron rod of des-
potism is extended ; while sunk in effeminacy, and in all
the vices of superstition and idolatry, its abject inhﬁbitants
hug the chains which grind them.

We sicken at the sight of human degradation, we turn
our eyes to Europe for relief : ah !--the distant prospect
allures us ; we behold, extended navies, marshalled armies,
and the palaces of Kings :---we approach, the depot of
wealth, the scats of science, the nurseries of the arts :-~
we listen, for the busy bum of industry ;---we hear---the
wailings of woe ! an odious press gang, is tearing from an
aged widow, the son of her hopes |---A dreaded requisition,

demands
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demands the victims of war ! A cruel despot banishes the
patriot from his home ; and mocks at the tears of his sub-
jects !

As a nation s—1ussta ranks with the first in t'(‘rrit()ry,
in population, and in internai rcsources :(—her Peter the
great, raised her from a state of barbarism, and taught hey
subjects the arts of peace and civilization :---Alcsander,
treads in the steps of his progenitor, and his emipire ad-
vances to the ac’inc of its greatness.---But in Russia, hu-
man bcings are sold with the beasts of tlic field j---and the

-groans of unhappy cxiles, issuc from the dic cary regions ;

and from the dreadful mines of ‘hbcna.

The mighty empire of Germany is tottering to its de-
cline :---From this country, issued those strcams of popu-
lation, which germinated almost ail the present nations of
Furope :--The mighty torrent, broke the chains where-
with the Roman power had bound a great portion of that
quarter of the world.---But Germany,straitened in her cir-
cles ; and, at length deprived of a great portion of her
dependencies;—having wasted her resources, and fnntmg
under her misfortunes j----feels---that the season of her

vigor has passed.

France---rises to our view in ali her epher ' great-
ness ---let us recur to the period of her Louis the sixteenth
and contemplate the naton avoused from the lethargy of

despotism !- -We see her notables, and her states general in

assembly ;---we behiold an arbitrary monarch, surrendering
himsclt to his subjects ;---and thirty nillions of people de-
- manding
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manding liberty with an irresistible voice !---how do:s
the bosom of frecmen pant with expectation !---universal
emancipation is at hand ! ah, no !---a combination of kings
is alrcady formed ;---miriads of slaves pour around;---
and the assassin’s dagger is deep in the vitals of I'rance.
What heavy throes! what deep convulsions ! Reli-
gion, thou balm of Gilvad ; where was thy healing
thy supporting power ? alas ! unhappy man, had bcen
taught to believe thee,---the poption of Kings :--thy cup of
consolation---as a deadly poison ; was dashed from the hand

of desperation :-~then raged hatred and fell revenge ; the
goddess of discord lighted her dismal torch !----A'Te and
the furies lash’d on to slaughter ! Then France swam in
blood ! her patriots, her warriors, her statesmen sinking in

death !

France, offered to the rapacious invaders of her terri-
tory, a spoil more tempﬁng than the partition of unhappy
Poland ;---but the enenties of France failed from the earth.
By a courserof changes we at length see her established un-
der a Consulate,---and the hero of Lodi seated in the civic
chair. Bonaparte now fills the thione of the Capets !---
France has trusted to ambition and the sword, what
ought to remain in the sacred deposit of peace and legis-
lative council :---and, although, directed by the genius
which governs her, she has ascended the highest pinacle of
empires fame ! yet, we may predict, chat a succession of
kings will lead her to the end of its glory '—when some
weak, ill-fated Louis, and detestable Maria Antoniette,
will renew the tiagedy of a revolution.

O Frngland
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England remains---The pedestal of her glory is invert.
ed ;---and she rests on its apex.---England, the theatre of
revolutions ;--the stage of patriotism ;---the scene of cor-
ruption | In vain have thy kings been murdered ;---in
vain have chy Hamppens warned thee ;---sunk in corrup-
tion, thou knowest, but zhe name of liberty :---thousands
of thy subjects, the inhabitants of thy soil, are the children
of want and wretchedness ;---they are the deluded victims
of folly and madness.---We would hasten from thy pollut-
ed shores l-.-but Ireland arrests ‘our progress :---Unhappy
Ireland ! the groans of thy O’Conners, thy Emmets and

- thy Hamilton Rohan’s, are mingled, with the infectious

steams of thy dungeons.

Come Englishmen, let us ascend thy navies ? thy great-
ness has spread abroad :---We will sail with thee to thy
Irdia l---perhaps thy wisdom, thy liberty, thy huma- ity
have been transported thither :-.-Thy governors are
princes, thy nobles the rulers of the earth.--Dut see the
objects that India presents? ¢ Nations extirpated, pro-
vinces desolated, and cities and countries overwhelmed in
one mass of destmctzm /2 |

Ah, humanity | T seek in vain for thy shrine amang
the nations of the old world :— My ear is pained, my
soul is sick, with every days report of wrong, and ozélrage,
with which earth 1s filled I

My country, I look to thee for repose :---how cheer-
g, how cnnobling, how satisfying, the prospect !---Peace

15
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is maintain’d in thy borders, thy subjects shout the song
of joy :--Commerce extends her arms--She purchases the
wealth of the earth: The hufbandman is heard in thc

field, there is none to make hnn afrald

Americaus, are you sensible to the blessings you pos-
sess ! Will you prefer to rank with natien:, who recog-
nize in supremc power the sum of political right ? or, will
you maintain to yourselves--distinct systems, laws conge-
nial to freedom, and an independent suffrage ? Will you -
teach your sons to bow the neck to a despot, and to kiss
the hand of the murderer drenched in the blood of their
children ?---Or, will you detest alt systems founded on that
odious doctrine, which declares mankind unequal to the
power of governing themselves ! |

— n e ————

Compare your situation as a nation : is there any
other upon earth whose circumstances are so favorable ?
Seperated by the Atlantic,---from the contentious States
of Europe ;---you have but little to fear, from their in.
trigues or their armies.---On your frontiers ; vou behold
the remains of the aboriginal tribes, smoaking the calumet
of peace.---In your councils, wisdom presides as the head ;
--and justice, judgment, and truth---are her support. In\
your cities, your towns, your villages, the churches of the
living God are cstablished ;---and your religion; is the de-
.votion of the heart.--Nurtured in the genesal soil of lib-
erty, genius.springs forth ia her encrgics ;---the temples of
science arisc ; the arts are encouraged

i AT - b W ————— 0

; labor mects its
sweet reward ; and humanity, with all her gentle ofhices

covers the land ! N-tion |
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Nation of America, what more do you wisl: for ? Ah!
there'is a wish.---Tripoli *---but, we will not curse thee :---
thou art but an instrument in the hand of that B. .ng, who
governs the universe :--thy arm was feeble in the contest ;
but, who can tuin aside the decrees of Hcaven.———We
were in danger of forgetting the great first cause, which
determines the destinies of nations : but we bow in
deep humility, we remember our fallen brethren : they
on this day---think of their country !---the vital current
rushes indignantly to their chains !---Brethren, thy couns
try, thy children---are still free j---we do not forget thee ;s
we will hush the voice of discontent,---we will harmonise
with each other ;---party spirit shall be done away from
the land, ;--it may be, that a God of mercy will look unto
us---and will return yau,--our brothers l-to a pleasant
HOME, and to a grateful counTRrY,




