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AT a Meeting of a number of Inhabitants of the Towns of
Franklin, Medway, and Bellingham, at Adams’ Hall in
Franklin, July 5. 1802.

Voted, that Mr. Hanan Mctcalf, Dr. Natbaniel Miller, and
BMr. Oliver Smitk, be a Committee to wait upon the Rev. Na.
THANAEL EMmons, p. b, and thank him for his excellent and
pertinent Difcourfe, delivered in Commemoration of our nation-

al Independence, and to requelt a Copy for the prefs.
Attelt, Asa Harbine,
Clerk of the Mecting.

GeNTLEMEN, |
I have no fcruple in confenting to the publication of the Dif-
cour¢, which has obtained your approbation; and I only re-
gret; I was unable to place its leading fentiments in a clearer
and Qtronger light. I am, with much Refpe&,
Gentlemen,
your obedient Servant.

N. EmMoNs.
Franklin, Fuly 6. 180a3.



DISCOURSE

DRI i MO~

Exopus x1t. 14,

This day fhall be unto you for a Memorial.

NOTHING can be more correfpond-
ent with the joyful occafion upon which we are
convened, than this paffage of divine infpiration,
It contains the exprefs command of God to his an-
cient people, to commemorate, every year, the aul-
picious day of their national independence. From
a fingle family, in the courfe of about four hundred
years, they rofe into a numerous and independent
nation. They were of the {eed ~f Abraham in the
line of Ifaac and Jacob. The darling fon of this
pious patriarch was carried into Egypt, where he was
raifed to fuperior power,and where he became the
happy inftrument of preferving his father’s family,
who rapidly increafed toa numerons people, Dur-
ing the life of Jolepl, his infant nation were ex-
tremely profperous and happy; but, fome time

after
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after his death, they found themfelvesin a very
wretched condition. There arofe a king in Egypt,

who knew not Jofeph, and who attempted to dimin-
ifh the growing population and ftrength of the chil-
dren of Ifracl. Among other arbitrary aéls, he fet
over them certain officers, who treated them with
intolerable rigor and feverity; but the more they
fighed, and groaned, and complained, the more they
were opprefled by their unfeeling mafters. At
length, the God of Irael beard their groanings,
and raifed up a deliverer. Mofes was born, and
providentially preferved, educated, and prepared to
execute the gracious defign of Heaven. God vouch-
faved to fpeak to him face to face, and give him au-
thority to go to the king of Egypt, and demand de-
liverance for his chofen people. Though difi-
dent and relu@ant, he accepted the divine appoint-
- ment, and undertook his important and arduous
work. He repeatedly applied to Pharaoh, and re-
peatedly met with a repulfe; but being clothed with
divine authority and miraculous power, he brought
fuch a feries of fore and wa{’tingjudgmems upon him
and his fubjeéls, that he finally gave his fuil con-
fent, that the people of God fhouid leave his king-
‘dom, and return to the country from which they
came. This was the joyful day of their Independ-
ence; and this day God appointed as a ftanding Me-
‘morial of that grcat and happy event.

[A.all
oaviea |
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The caufes and circumitances, which concurred
to bring about the independence of the Ifraclites,
are {o fimilar to the caufles and circumftances, which
concurred to bring about the American Revolution,
that we may juftly conclude, there is a peculiar pio-
priety, in commemorating the Birth-Day of ourna
tional exiftence. Many inftances might be adduc-
ed from {cripture, to illuftratc this conclufion. God
fanétified the fabbath, for a raemorial of the great
work of creation. He appointed the bow in the
clouds, for a mcmorial of his preferving Mercy to
Noah and his family in the midft of a perithing
world. He ordained, that the pot of manna and
Aaron’s rod which budded, thould be kept as per-
petual tokens of his fpecial kindnels and awful juf-
tice. He likewife commanded his people, whom
he condutted through Jordan upon dry ground, to
take ftones from the bottom of the river, and raife
a lafting monument of that miraculous interpofition
in their favor.  Juftly reafoning from fuch inftances
as thefe, Mordecai, with the cxprefs approbation of
Efther the qucen, appointed the days of Purim, to
commemovate the great deliverance of the Jews
from the hand of Haman. FEach of thefe cafes ¢x-
altly applies to the cafe before us, and completely
Uluftrates the Propricty of commemorating the Day,
upon which we took the rank, und claimed the char-
alter of a free and independent Navion.

Hut
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B”Tx: what I further propofe in the prefent dif
courle is, to point out fome of the important pur-
poles, which may be anfwered, by keeping up the
remembrance of this great and interefting event.

Firft, it muft have a tendency to give usa real-
izing fenfe of the overruling hand of God, in all
;hét takes place i the moral, as well as, in the nat-
ural world. While we obferve the common courfc
of nature, which is ne other than the common
courfe of providence, in producing fimilar effefts
in a fimilar manner, from day to day and frem year
to year; we are extrem!y prone to lofe a realizing
fenfe of that invifible hand, which governs all nat.
uval caufes and moral agents. Dut when God
comes out of his place, and fhakes kingdoms and
nations, by fydden ard unexpefted revolutions, we
are conftrained to awake from our ftupidity, and
¢ to know that he is the Lorp,” who governs the
world. The vifible manifeftation of his overruling
hand in fuch uncommon and extraordinary events,
ftrikes us with a ftrcng convition, that others more
common and ordinary, are equally under his corn-
ftant and controling influence. Nothing is more
caly and familiar to our minds, than to trace caufes
into all the variety and multiplicity of their effefls.
When we recolle&t and contemplate any great and
unufual event, we naturally conclude, not only that
:he hand of God wasin that, but in every other e

vent,
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vent, which appears to have been intimately or re-
motely connefted with it. Who can contemplaie and
realize the hand of God in the work of creation,
without realizing his hand in upholding and govern-
ing the world, from that day to this? Who can con-
template and realize the hand of God in the deftruc-
tion of Pharaoh and the redemption of Ifrael, with-
out realizing, that he governs the kingdoms of men,
and gives them to whomfoever he will? Hence a
ftanding memorial of that great event, was wilely
calculated to give the people of God a realizing
{fenfe of his univerfal providence. Accordingly,
he dire&ted them, when they celebrated the day of
their deliverance, to rehearfe in the ears of their
children, the evils they fuffi red and the fcenes they
faw in the land of Egypt; and to recount the great
and diftinguithing b'eflings, which flowed from that
memorable interpofition of providence in their fa-
vor. This could hardly fail of caufing both them

and their children, to acknowledge and realize the
hand of God in alleveats.

The fame important purpofe may be anfwered,
by keeping alive the remembrance of the eventful
day of our national Indepcndence. The hand of
God was clearly difplayed in preparing the way, in
raifing up the infiruments, and fupplying the means,
for the American Revolution. Though no miracies
were wraught in our lavory asin the cafe of Ifracl;

yet
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yet thofe in the cabinet and thofe in the field were
favored with the peculiar fmiles and influence of
Heaven. And though the armies of our enemies
were not plunged in the mighty ocean, yet they were
one after another, by a remarkable concurrence of
caufes, delivered into our hands. Who, then, can
either reeolleft or contemplate the commencement
of our Independence, without realizing the hand of
God in that great event, and in the furprifing train
of confequences, which have flowed fromit? If any
thing can prevent the general {pread of atheifm
and infidelity in this favored land, it {ccms the com-
memorating the day of our national prefervation
and independence is calculated to produce the de-
firable effeét. This is one very valuable purpofe
to be anfwered, by recognizing the hand of God
in making us a diftinét and independent nation.
Secondly, the recalling to remembrance the auf-
picious day of our feparation from great Britain, is
fuited to fill our hearts with gratitude for all the
public and private, civil and religious bleflings,
which we now enjoy. A f{tream of every kind of
knowledge and a ftream of every kind of wealth,
has been flowing in upon us, in confequence of af-
fuming a national charafter. Our independence
bas not only enlarged our borders to a vaft extent;
but alo opened a free intercourfe with all the com-
mercial world,  Our wealih and knowledge are not
only
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caly doubled, but the means of incicafing thefe,
are tenfold increafed. 'We have, perhaps, more ex-
tenfive and promifing profpeéts before us, thanany
other people on the globe.  And though at prefent,
a thick and daik cloud is hovering overus; yet
there is reafon to believe, that the blefings of cur
independence will extend and increale to the lateft
generations,  INow, ail thele blcﬂings in enjoyment
aad in profped, mav be traced up to that memora-
ble day, which gave us an independent Rtation e-
mong the nations of the earth.  And in contempla-
ting the great goodnels of God, in fuch a fignal
interpofuition in our favor, we are predared to dif-
cern his loving kindnels and tender mercy in all the
happy fruits, whick we have long been rcaping from
it. It muft be, therciore, both pleafing and ufeful,
to preferve and perpetuate the memory of our na-
tional Birth-Day, which has preduced, and fiill prom-
iles, fo much benefit to this weltern world.

Thizdly, there is another good purpofe to be-an-
{wercd, by the frequent recolleflion of the day,
which difconnected us from the Britifh parliament ;
and that is, to teach us how to {upport and preferve
our own excelient gnvernment, which we have hap-
pily adopted in confequence of that difconneciion.
To illuftrate the trath of his cbfervation, you will

permit me to unfold, in the molt confpicuous man.

rer, the governing matives, and fundamental prinagies,

B + hich
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which confpired to bring about our feparation from
Great Britain, Thefe things, of late years, have
veen greatly mifunderfiood by fome, and greatly
mi{reprefented by others. I will endeavor, there-
icre, to {et thefe points in a true and clear light,

It has beenjuftly obferved by a judicious and el-
egant author, “ihat our Independence was found
by thofe who fought it not.” At the commence-
ment of our controver(y with the mother country,
we had not the leaft defire nor intention of becom-
ing independent. 'We had no objedlion againft the
peculiar Form of the Britifh government., We
highly approved and admired it. All our com-
plaints arofe from its corrupt adminiftration. We
juftly fuppofed, that thofe in power were arbitrary
and unconftitutional, in prefuming to tax us, with-
out our confent, for the purpofe of raifing a nation-
al Revenue, from which we were ta derive no part

of the benefit. This we viewed as unjuft and op-
'prcfﬁve, becaufe it was promoting the intereft of
~one part of the nation, at the expence and injary of
the other. To avoid this unreafonable burden,
which for aught we knew, might be increafed from
vear to year and from age to age, we complained
and remonftrated, and finally petitioned to be ex-
empted from taxation upon the ground of having
no reprefentation in the Britifh parliament.  This
indulgence we could not obtain by thefe means, and
| therefore
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therefore we refolved to ufe others, Accordingly
we preflumed to exercife our original and independ-
ent right to fufpend our commercial intercourfe wid:
Great Britain, This was confidered by the mother
country as undutiful and refrac.ory condu&; which
drew upon us greater oppreffion, and finally the
charge of rebellion. We were then conftrained to
take up arms in our owr defence. But flill we
were ready to lay them dowr, on condition, that
Britain would relinquith her claim to tax us in all
cafes whatloever without cur confent. So that
for fome time after the war commenced, we had no
’fhought-s of declaring Tndependence ; orif any did
think of it, they thought of 1t as a cafe of neceffv,
not of choice. [lence it clearly appears, that it
was folely owing to the arbitrary meafures of thre
Britifh parliament, that we formed and executed the
Refolution of becoming a feparate and independ.
ent people.

It is now eafy to afcertain what were not, as well
as what were, the fundamental principles of our late
Revolution. They were not the principles of a
pure monarchy; for we did not wifh to place all
civil power in one man's hand. They were not the
principles of a pure ariftocricy ; for we faw no
fafety in committing all civil power to a nobility, or
to the hands of a few richand great men.  They

ware not the privgiples of a pure democracy; for
W
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we forefaw the darger of lodging all civil power in
the ‘ncmd., of one large body, or pnpular aflnhly,

’What then were the fundamental pxlnfh\ les of the
Rwo ution? The true and‘prOpo anfwer is, they
were the princeples of amuxt and duly ballanced govern-
ment, compofed of three diftingt orders or branches.  OF
the truth of this aflertion, we have the moft plamn
and inconteftable evidence. At the time of the
declaration ofmdepenucnce, there was not a fingie
monarchy, ariftocracy, or democracy, in the thir-

teen United States. In every State, a mixt govuzu
ment was eftablithed, confifting « of a Governor, a
body of Senators or Affiftants, and a houfe of Rep-
refentatives. And until the Federal Con‘h;utmn
was adOpted all the State governments were catire-
ly diftinét, without any other bond of urion, tHan
.t}‘at of a Confederation. From thele falls itis evi-
. dent, that the Continental Congrefs, when they
_'declared the United States indcpendent, adopted
no new principics, and eitabitthed no new formn, of gov-

ernment. They meant oniy to diffolve the connec-
tion between Great Britain and thefe Colonies, and
leave the latter in the full enjoyment of the fame
Jiberty and order, whick ihey had long before enjo%
ed. Nothing was fariher from their intention, thar

te introduce a [cofe, wild, fGan:is demacracy, whiciy
fhould fice the people from ail refiraint, and let
them all upona level. Inevery inflance, in which

i’:'\ al
Vicdo
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this democratic fpirit appearcd, our wileft and beft
men bore a bold and public wlimony agrinht it.
Wken any infurrettion 2rofe in this or any other
State in the Union, it was immediatcly and effe€u-
ally fupprefled, by the arm of government. INei-
ther our rulers, nor the fober and judicious part of
our citizens, had the leaft idea of wodern &iberty and
equality. This was more fully demonftrated, when
fome of our beft informed Civilians met in Con-
vention, to frame the Federal Conflitution. They
were all united in the opinion, that a mixt govern.-
ment, compofed of three Branches, as checks upon
each other, was abfolutely the beft. Accordingly
they framed fuch a mixt and duly balanced govera-
pent, and recommended it to the acceptance of the
?eople, who aftually adopted it. And here it is
worthy of particular notice, that fome of the fame
men, who were principally concerned in the Decla-
ration of Indepéndcnce, were alfo principaiiy con-
cerncd in forming the Federal Confitution, It
may fuffice to mention Joun Apawms, and Brwja-
MIN Fraukrin, who {ublcribed both the Declara-
tion of Independence and the Conftitution of the
Federal Government. The public condutt of thefe
men, in bringing about the Revolution, and in'form-
ing the Federal Conflitution, and of one of ‘them
in adininiftering it, together with the public con-
) "UO of the majority of the nation, affords infallibie

evidoneoe,
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evidence, that the fundamental principles of the

Revolution, were no other than the principles of a
mixt government, which bears the neareft refem-
blance to the Britith Conltitution. All the political

publications previous to, and in favor of, the Revo-
intion, which I have had opportunity of reading, ex-
cept the Crifis of Thomas Paine, maintain the prin-
ciples of a free, firm, mixt government, The Amer-
ican people never profefled to embrace the democra-
¢rc principles of Nedhara, Turgot, Condorcet, and
Thomas Paine; bat have bzen almoft univerfaliy in
favar of the principles, which lie at the foundation
of the Federal Conftitution. Thefe are the pure,
genuine principles of the Revolution; and thefe
are the only found principles of civil government,
which ought to be kept in perpetual remembrance,
In this view and to an{war this purpole, a ﬁanding
m=morial of our Independence is not only proper,
but very ufeful and important. If we ever forget,
or renounce, the principles of the Revolution, we
fhall certainly fubje® ourlelves to the great evils of
either monarchy, ariftocracy, or democracy. To
the laft m=2ntioned evils, we feem at prefent, to be
molt immediately expofed. It has now, therefore,
hscom= neceflary to look back to the fundamental
principles of the Revolution. Thefc arc the proper
criterion to determine, whether thofe in adminifira-
tion are pichiing mzafiares to fupporty or to dyfiroy

the
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the general government, There 1s no flep better
calculated, perhaps, to preferve and perpetuate al:
our civil and religious privileges, than to recog-
nize, vindicate, and tranfmit to future ages, the
grand ard fundamental principles, upon which we.
declared our Independence, and built our Fedcral
Conftitution. This, if any thing, muft eventually
reftor~ peace and harmony to the prefent prcfefled-
ly united, but attually divided States. Could we on-
ly agree to adopt the very principles of our Inde-
pendence, there is fcarcely a doubt, but that we
fhould foon have fuch men in adminiftration, as
would render the government acceptable to the
people in general, and formidable to all foreign
powers. Thus it appears, that a frequent recollec-
tion of the day of our national Independence, may
have a happy tendency to teach us our dependence
upon God, our obligations to him, and the import-
ance of maintaining the free and efficient govern-
ment, which we ftill enjoy, but are in danger of
lofing.

A few pertinent and juft deduflions from what has
been faid, fhall now clofe the difcourfe.

This fubjet clearly fhows us, in the firit place,
why we condufted our Revolution with fo much
more moderation and fuccefs, than the French con.
dutted theirs. At their firft fetting out to obtain
cuvil and religious freedom, we generally funpofed

v "~
i
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in this country, that they inteaded to tread in oug
fteps and finitate out example, which led us to ap-
plaud and patronize their zcalous exertions; but
they have loug fince given us abundant cvidence
of our egregious and dangerous miftake. Their
political principles and ultimate defigns were fub-
verfive of all civil and religious order.  Inftead of
merely feeking to free themiclves from oppreflion,
and to ameliorate their cwn government, their
grand object was, to introdiiCé UNIVERSAL DE-
MmocrAcy, and involve the world in anarchy and
confufion. They were as much oppofed to the
pritméiples of our revolution, as to the principles of
the Britith government, which they frenuoully en-
deavored to overturn, Condorcet, who was onc of
the firlt and akleft friends to their revolution, and
who wrote in favor of it, exprefsly fays, the Amer-
icans are far behind the French in political knowl-
edge ; and to fupport his aflertion, appeals to our
Federal Conflitution, which is kuilt upon the princi-
ples of a mixt government, compofed of threc orders.
I n oppofition to this, he maintained that te be the beft
form of government, which confilts of one hLody,
or a purc democracy ;3 and fo did the other French
writers in favor of their revointon. lence 1tis ev-
ident, that the French Revolution was begun and
carticd on for a long tiwme, wpon democraive privce-
#ly which were entirely different from the found

prnciples
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principles of the American revolution.  And it was
owing to fuch democratic principles, that they furi-
ovfly went on making and uninaking one conftitu-
tion after anoiher, and {preading mifery and deftruc-
tion among themlclves, and among furrounding and
diftant nations, unul Bonaparte gave them a confti-
tution, which they found they could not fo eafily
alter. The French atied from motives and princi-
ples, which had a direét tendency to deftroy all re-
Jizion and govermment; but we afted from motives
and principles, which were friendly to all the civil
and religious rights of mankind. Accordingly our
revolution produced a free and eflicient govern-
ment ; but theirs produced, in the fi¢ft inftance, per-
fect licentiouinefs, and in the laft, ablelute tyranny.
Every one, therefore, who really approvesof the
Revolution in America, muft really abkor the Rev- |
olution in France.

What has been faid may, in the next place, enable |
us to determine, with a great degree of certainty,
who are the only friends to our prefent Federal Gon-
flitution.  All parties, indeed, profefls to be friends
%o the ConsriTur1i0N, whether they approve or dil-
approve of the meafures of thofc, who are imme-
diately concerned in the adu.iniftration of govern-
ment. Butif what has been faid be juft, we have

a flandard, by which to try the political fentiments
ot cvery man, in every political party amongnus.
It has bee: ob! erved, that the furxdmment.xLyrxrxc'~ :
ples of the American Revolutior, were neither the

¢ principles
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prmcnples of mere monarchy, nor of mere 4riftoe-
acy, npr of mere democracy, but thofe of a mixne
and duly balanced government. Nonc, therefore,
can be real friends to the Conftitution, who do not
ap'prove of the principles of the Revolution. And
accbrding to this ¢riterion, neither Monarchilts,
nor Ariftocrats, nor Demdcrats, nor Republicans,
are friends to the C‘onﬁitmion; but only Federal.
ifts, who have uniformly approved and fupported
the principtes of the Revolution, which are the prin.
ciples of a mixt governmant. Letihere be ever fc
many parties among us, they are all, except Feder-
alifts, fentimentally oppofed to the Confitution, and
would if they had power, dcﬁ;roy it. If there be
any Monazrchifts among us, they would give all pm;x-
er to the Prefident, which would defiioy the Con-
ftitutton. If there be ény Ariftocrats among us,
they would take away all power from the Prefident
and Reprelentatives, and give it to the Senate,
which would defiroy the Conftitution. ¥ there be
r\" z(epubhcans among us, who differ in fentiment
lrom alt cther partics, they would take away all power
fro.n the Preﬁdem, and Senate, and chrefemauves,
whxch womd deﬁroy d)c Conftitation, and immedi-
atcly mtrodu(.e complctc anarciy and r'onfuﬁon.
But, 1{ [nert be any Fedcrahf*s among us, and X
truﬁ the; are very numProus, they would have the
Pawers v.‘huh are a\rcady delegated to the Prefi-
dcnt, Senate, and Reprcfentanves, forcvcr rcmam
in their hands, as proper checks 1o cach othet, whick
would
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would effeltually eftablith the Confitution to the
end of time. There is not, “there cannot be ary
party amoiig us, who are friend.y to the Conftitu.
tion, but only thofe, who are {cntimentally Feder-
alifts. To make this point, if poffible, clearer il
let me call up ‘o your view fome of the moft emi-
nent Federalifts in the United States.  Prefident
WASHINGTON lived and died a Féderalift. Prel-
ident ADAMS is the great patron of Federalifm.
Pivcrney, Picxerine, and ErvswortTi, are
Federalits., To name no more, Gavernors Ja%,
STRON 2, Teumnt L1, and Giiman, are TFederal-
ifts. Were not the™ celebrated Federalits emi-
nent and decided friends 10 the American Kevolu-
tion ? Hauve they not fince ably and zealoudly fup-
ported the great princin‘;es, which led to that great
event? Have thev not heen perfe&tly conﬁ{ ent in
sheir principles and condul? 1fall this be traz, then
real Federalifts av th-é’on’ly real friends to the pref-
ent gencral government.  All Republicans, 6¢ ail
who differ in their soiilical eéntiments from Fedet-
alilts, have departed fram the pﬂnmp!es of the Rev-
alution, and tmaintain principles repugnant 1o the
Federal Conftitution ; and if they a@t confiftcntly,
mult purlue mealures, which ultimately tend to &¥.
ftroy it. | I
But, thirdly, it is 2 jult cmcl\x{‘on from what has
been faid, that the people in geneml tnroughou! the
United States arc in fentiment real Federalifts.
They hav\, Been bom .md eduf'ated undcf gdve
ernmenis
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ernments founded upen right principles. They
have approved of the Declaration of Independ.
ence. They have adopted the federal Confli-
tution. They have, for a dozen years together,
experienced the happy effefts of its operation.
Thefe circumflances muft convince every impartial
mind, that the great majority of our citizens do re-
ally approy the {ound principles of Federalifm.
I know, indeed, there isa very large number, who
~glory in the name of Republicans, and really think
 they are not Federalifts, But to what is this owing?
It cannot be owing to their education, nor to their
Yong hebits of thinking, nor to their adopting the
principles of the Revolution, nor to their change
of fentiments; butit muft be principaily, if not al-
together, owing to Mifinformation. They have been
told, that Republicans are friends, and Federalifls
are enemiies, to the Conflitution of the Federal gov-
~erpment. Taking this to be a fairand jult reprefent-
ation of i:e two principal pariiés, many honelt and
virtuous citizens choole to join the Republicans,
wham they view as the fincere fupporters of the Fed-
eral Cenftitation, w}?ich’they ardently defire may be
firmly maintained and eftablifhed. All thefe men are
true Federalifts, while they think and call them.
{clves Republicans. They ought to be viewed in
their true light, and numbered among the friends
of their country.  There is no doubt but they will
fngn appear fo. The eyes of fome begin to be open-
ed, and they begin to perceive, that the Repubhicans

are
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are the real enemics of the Conftitution, and deter-
mined to deftroy it; while the Federalifts are iis
true Friends, and determined to fupport it. This
1s a truth, which all houett and weli-meaning Repub-
licans will foon difcover; and the difcovery wil
prompt them to appear openly on the fide of uni-
form, confiftent Federalifts. The federal party is in-
creafing, and the republican party is diminithing ;
and in all probability, the time is not far remore,
when nore will appear to be Republicans, hut thofe
who have renounced the principles of the Ameri-
cany, and adopted the pinciples of the French Revo-
lution. Andif all the people in America were now
to be diftinguithed according to this criterion, who
can believe, that one in ten ougut to be called a Re-
publican? The truth is, all the American people,
except a few individuals, who have been corrupted
by French politics, are fentimentally Federalifts.
Permit me to oblerve, in the laft place, that this
Anniverfary properly belongs to the Federalifts,
who ought to improve ity in promoting the beft in-
terefts of their country. It is prefumption in Re-
publicans to claim this day as theirown. They are
the men, who have uniformly zpplauded and jufti.
fied the French Revolution in all its turnings and
windings, and who {till pant afier French Lberty and
cquality.  Can they bave any juft pretence to cele-
brate the American Revolution?  Noj; they are
apoftatés from the true princples of the Revolu.
tioin, and, of confequence, apoflates from our Fed-
eral
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eral government. It is abfurd in the extreme, for
their Orators, on this day confecrated to commemo- |
~tate the beft moraiy religious,and pohtxcal prmcxplcs@

to irampet the corrupt principles of democracy, an.
archy,infidelity,and athei{m, through our :mnhghten-
ed and well-indoftrinated nation. Let true Feder-
alifts ex;ofe fuch bare-faced abufe of this mé@q;ial
‘of our national independence; ‘and convert it to its
.proper end, which is to promote our national prof-
perity and happinefs. | ‘

1t is a part of the proper bufinefls of this anniver-
fary, to enlighten the people into the pure princi-
ples of our Federal Conititution. If they could on-
Ay be corvinced, that our general government is
founded upon the principles of our late Revolution,
almoft every man would be entirely fatisfied, All
feem to be agreed, that all our politicians, who
brought about the revoluticn were true patriots,
and meant to fecure the rights and liberties of
she people. 1I, thereforz, the peopls in general
could only be made to fee with their own eyes;ehat
thefe truc patiiots, who brought about the Revolu-
uen, aled upon the @me principlesin forming and
adminitering the.Federal government, all their
g:on.ndlefs fears and complaints of the Federalifts
would inftantly ceafe. Let them improve, ¢ heré«-
fore, the happy opportunity, which this anniverfary
affords them, to djffufe this necelfary and qf;:fu! in-
firudtion among the people at large; that they may
duly appreciate, as well as cheerfuily obey, the ¢x-

ccllent government under which they live,
It
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Tt is alfo very proper, on this anniverfury, to ex-
amine the meaflures of thofe in the adminiftration of
government. Yhey are liable, through ignorance
or defign, to commit great miftakes; and it belongs
to the people to {crutinize their condu&, and pre-
vent the fubverfion of the Conftitution; which is
the grand paliadium of their liberties. All our ru-
lers in the federal government ought to be tried by
the ftandard of the Federal Conftitution. 17 they
violate any of its fundamental principles, in the laws
they make or the afls they pafs, they ftand condemn-
ed for the abufe of power. Itisinthe fcale of the
Confiitution, they ought to be weighed, and, if in
that fcale, they are found wanting, théy ought either
to be dropfscd from office, or fuffer fome feverer
mark of public dlfoleaﬁ.r if an tempts have been
made, nf latc, to warp our Conflitution, and by de-
ﬁroytnr" ts checks and baiancns, turn it into a mon-
archy, or a democracy, thefe auempts ouglit to be
vicwed as unconftitutional and arbitrary. Now,
tberefore, is the ume t6 awaken the vxgtlance of all
the true friends to theit country, and ercite them to
guard and defend that excellent government, which
coft them fo much blood and treafure to obtain.
This day calls to remembrance the bloody fcenes of
the late Rcvoluvon, wheii the flower of our nation
pcnfhed in the defence of their laws and religion ;
and when the die was cait, by the Declaration of In-
d\.pendunce, whether we fhould live as free-men,

or die as rebels, If we only keed our eyes fixt up-
on
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on the principles of the Revolution, which were
wrought into the very cflence of our general gov-
ernmnent, we may calily determine, from time to
time, whether our ruiers purfue meafures, which
ought to alarm our fears, and roufe our exeriions to
defend our civil and religious liberties.  Let us ap-
ply the rule; let us judge with impartiality ; and let
us eventually att as wildom and duty fhall ditate,
- Aboveall, let us this day, place an unfhaken con-
fidence in God, amidft alf the dark and threatening
alpetts of our public affairs,  Though our nation is
divided into parties; though the wheels of govern-
nt drag heavily ; and though the very founda-
tions of civil and religious order begin to tremble ;
yet let us realize angl confide in that divine, over-
ruling hand, which condufled us through the ftorms
and tempefts of the late Revolution, which eftab-
lifhed our prefent government, and which is ftill able
to ftrengihien and preferve it Itisealy for God
to raife up inftruments and devile means for our
public fafety ; and toavert the dreadful calamities,
which feem ready to overwhelm us. ‘Let us this
day {et up our * Ebrnezer, faying, Hitherio bath the
F.ord kelped us.” And while we gratefully recognize
the wondrrs of his paft goodnefs towards cur rif-
2 nation, Ict us humbly hope, that he wilinot caft

J

s c)fY huc for his name fake, make us both holyand
hanpy, undcr the influence of his holy {pirit, and
viader the {miles of hic power&.l and watchluld
Providence, AMENDX



