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Fstzow-Cigizens,

THF. patriot delights to contemplate the freedom
and independence of Empire. The fublime and complex
obje@s of a mighty nation expand his foul, warm his imagina-
tion and awaken his philanthropy. He rejoices at the récur-
rence of a day commemorative of the birth of liberty and In-
dependence to his Country. The pure joys and fublime con-
templation of patriotifm emarating from this fource, we be-
lieve, are not alien to your bofoms. The beheft of Gop and
the propenfion of man alike a&tuate and juftify you in the indul-
gence of patriotic emotions and the obfervance of a national
jubilee. ‘To refufcitate the nobleft fenfibilities of our nature,
to awaken the choiceft recolleCtions of the paft, and to excite
the beft refolutions as to the future, is the purpofe of this joy~
ful celebration. Inaid of this purpofe, mufe on the toils, and
woes and facrifices of the Heroes, whofe deeds achieved our
Revolution ; whofe names will burnith the page of hiftory ;
and whofe chara&ters adorn human nature. Ponder on their
virtues, and their patriotifm, and their prowefs, and their
meeds, and their glory. Cherith a vivid and operative re-
membrance of the grand obje&, which infpired their ardour
and invigorated their efforts. Deeply imprint on your mem-
ories a lively convi&ion of the oppreflion of Great-Britain in
the impofition of taxes upon the American Colonies, without
their reprefentation or confent. Perpetually keep in view, the
various and particular grievances and cruelties, which our
Country then fultained ; left you fuffer yourfelves, by ufurpa-
tion, corruption, or fatuity, to be divefted of your civil immu-
pities.

The hiflory of our Revolation is {o familiar to every citi-
zen, that we efteem it more appofite to exifting circumitances,
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to defcant on the means of conferving our Indepe..dence and
promoting our Country’s profperity, than to recount the mem-
orable tranfactions and events which conduced to the attain-

ment of liberty.

Be it then our grateful tatk to canvafs and recommend
that fyftem of naticnal policy, which, we believe, wiil moft
efficiently and infallibly contribute to the glory of our natiog.

The glory of their country has ever been the notable and
fupreme obje@ of all ancient and modern nations. Happy
for themfelves, had they invariably purfued the path which
their beft convi&tions and deareft experience have defignated.

The true intereft of our nation points to external com-
merce as the primary and moft efficient means of fecurmg
her higheft glory and felicity. Though her progrefs in civ-
ilization and refinement has been without a parallel ; yet fhe
is ftill in her adolefcence and the immaturity attendant on
that tender age. Itis incumbent on us to ufe every precau-
tion to prevent the retardment of her - growth or the diminu-
tion of her magnitude. Poflefling every natural advantage
for commerce, agriculture, and the mechanic arts, fhe claims
the adoption of every expedient, which is adapted to carry
thefe grand national obje&ts to the higheft perfetion. This
great end we caanot attain, without prefenting incentives and
opportunities to elicit and cultivate the genius and enterprize
of our citizens. The powers of our minds have an elaftic
quality and will ever remain in a ftate of inactivity without a
motive {ufficiently efficacious to draw them into exercife. Pau-
city of objeéls having fuch influence narrows the fphere and
weakens the force of our exertions. Multiply the perfuafives
to effort and you enlarge the ficld of a&ion, you give new
vigour to our phyfical and intelleGtual capacities. The moft
__ perfe& bodily faculties are devoid of utility afunder from the
1mpulfe i.ad guidance of intelligence and curiofity. What-
ever opportunities we may have to cxert and improve
the 1former, will be of little moment, while we are
deftitute of fcope and motive to exercife and perfe& our
menius and inveation. The charad&er of the favage exempli-
fics thefe remarks.  His 1mb1hty to achieve any great and
unportant enterpri{e is univerfullv known. His phyfical en-
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ergies have the utmoft perfetion ; but his mental firength
fcarcely merits the appellation of ability. Unfold to his view’
the utility and fweets of civilization and you behold his intel-
le&ual faculties fwell into gigantic vigour.

To a nation thefe abfervations are equally referable. 1In-
ducements ‘muft be offered to the public mind to edu its en-
ergies and invigorate its efforts. The mighty, the irrefiflible mo-
tive which muft be addrefled to our citizens is exfernal Com-
merce.  'This 1s the centre of gravity in our poliiical fyftem.
This will furnifh plenary opportunity for improving the na-
tural advantages, which this country pofleffes in richer profu-
fion than any other, and of reaping the beft and moft abun-
dant fruits from thefe privileges. Through thisinlet will be
an influx of wealth which will enable our citizens to cultivate
and perfe& thofe great national objecs, which induce ﬁrengtb
fplendour and magmﬁcence Without a certain portion of
opulence we can never attain enviable perfecion in literature
and the {ciences ; or excellence in the arts of utility and ele-
gance. Wealth muft have a general diffufion among the peo-
ple. Men of genius and erterprife will then have the means
of indulging their curiofity and gratlfymg their predominant
inclination.

Our affluence, however, will accrue chiefly through the
medium of commerce. But afluence alone will not infure us
eminence in the department of the {ciences or province of the
arts. The public mind muft be embellithed, its tafte refin-
ed, and itfelf rendered fufceptible and folicitous of every fpe- -
cics of improvement. An inextinguifhable fpirit and invinci-
ble defire of excellence, influenced by a pure regard to their
country’s glory, muft pervade and a&uate every portion of
community. Ere the public mind is thus ele&rified and pro-
pelled no nation will ever obtain preeminent diftinétion and
unperifhable renown. Beeotian ftupor and liftleflnefs will
preclude Attic enterprife and a&ivity. By mingling with the
artifts of other Countries, ours will realife an opportunity of
becoming acquainted with the various modes of mechanic
operation ; contra& a tafte and defire of excellence ; and be
{timulated and condu&ed to inventions in their refpeétive de-
partments. Emulation will be aroufed and every faculty
exerted to equal or furpafs the maaufa@ures of other nations.
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With minds devoid of care and folicitude refpe@ing ¢ what
they fhal eat and what they fhall drink, and wherewithal they
fhall be clothed,” men of talents and education will de.
vote themfelves to the cultivation cf letters and make that
proficiency which will procure them eternal celebrity and fhed
glory on their country. To verify thefe pofitions we will
cite the example of Ruffia. Anterior to the appearance of
Peter Czar the Mufcovite, his country was in a ftate of barba-
rous incivilization. The influence of his mighty genius and
chara&er, accompanied with his own perfonal exertions, im-
parted life and vigour to the dry bones of his countrymen.
Commerce awoke, agriculture revived, manufaures flourifh-
ed, and fcience fpeedily illumed the country. This bright
and glorious change was efletuated by the very means, which
we have juft recited.

It will fcarcely be needful to fhew the neceflity and cons
ducivenefs of Commerce to the profperity of Agriculture. The
former opens an cutlet for the difcharge and difpofure of the
commodities of the latter. The agriculturift is influenced by
no other incitement than what commerce affords, to procure
from his foil a greater quantity of produce, than domeftic -
confumption demands. This yields him encouragement to
augment his {furplufage in proportion to the width and unre-
firaint of the avenue through which it is conveyed. Commodi-
ties, for which there is no vent, are deftitute of value ; and of
this defcription is the fuperfluity of the hufbandman, which
does ot meet with demand for exzterior confumption.

From commerce we derive the principal portion of the na.
tional revenue. Since the abolition of internal taxes, this has
become almoit the only confiderable ftream, which fupplies
the pecuniary refervoir of the nation. Dry up this fiream
and you wil! find that the refervoir is not a perennial {pring
fed by unfeen rivulets. How unwife foever it may be deem-
ed to obtain the moft confiderable thare of the revenue from
this fource, we (hall, ftill, realize it a prolific meags of aug-
menting the national treafury.

That we may jultly appreciate the benefits of commerce
to this couniry, we will contemplate the effe@s which wouald
aczrue from its entire abolition. ©Our citizens would thep,
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either revert to the vague indifferency and barbaric ignorance
of the aborigines, or fink into profound indolence and unpro-
greﬁ'xve eafe. Induftry would no longer be known. Emula.-
tion would be excluded from every bofom. Agriculture and
manufa&ures would in vain folicit improvement. The nation:
would fpeedily become the vivid and terrific piGure of China.
I need not apprife you that the Chinefe were once diftinguifh-
ed for refinement and letters ; but are now immerfed in igno-
rance and lethargy, fhorn of their glory, without the fainteft
defire to regain their priftine grandeur. This forry condition
they have induced by refraining from intercourfe with other
nations and treading in the hackneyed path of cuftom and an-.
ceftrel practice.

But uninfluenced by this plenitude of evidence touching
the utility of exterior commerce to our country, many are inimi-
cal to its intereft, and efieem it a fource of much evil and un-~
needed expenfe. - Such allege that the wealthr-imported thro®
this channel begets indolence, luxury, effeminacy, and corrup-
tion. This, fay they, has been the effe&t in every nation on .
whom commerce has poured her treafures. 'This affertion, we
coriceive, is an errour. What nations have fallen vi&ims to
thefe fital maladles ? We readily acknowledge that corrap-
tion and effeminacy had a deleterious influence on Perfia, on
Greece, and on Rome. Through what inlets did thele evils
introduce themfelves icto thofe nations ? The Perfians, in all
their glory, were not famous for commerce ; but magnificence
of apparel, fplendour of equipage, and mduigence of fenfualis
ty. And wa are authorized to aflure you that the {fubverfion
of that mouarchy was accelerated by the luxury of an efeminate
Court and not of a voluptuous people.  Luxury which is diffufed
through the whole community, {ays an eminent. writer, has not
a baneful tendency 3 but is, on the contrary, the principal fup-
port of trade and marufadtures and the grand ftimulus toin.
dividual and national induftry. To fearch for the fource of
Perfian luxury and effeminacy is entirely nugatory, fince we
are confident, it can not be traced to extrinfic Commerce.

The Greeks were remarkable for fimplicity of manners
and purity of morals till Afiatic habits and indulgences pre-
vailed among them. Thefe eradicated that regularity of cons
du& and innocency of life for which they had been diftinguilh-
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ed. But their voluptuoufnefs and floth we muft attribute to
fudden and fplendid vi®ories over an opulent and corruptive.
people. Having contralted a tafte for the pleafures and en.
joyments of the Perfians, they at once retlined into the lap of
effeminacy and imbecility. To the gold of Philip they then
eafily fuccumbed. They were no longer worthy to be called
the defcendants of the invincible and immortal Greeks, who.
procured deathlefs fame to their country on the plains of Ma-
rathon and at the Rraights of Thermopyle.

Pome has alfo been adduced as an example of the evil ef.
fedts, which re! L 2+ f1rem vommerce. But we have no credence-
in the pert: nency of this example. We readily recognife, that-
in a certain ftage of her exifterice, Rome was deeply tinctured
with effeminacy and corruption ; but deny the pofition that
thefe originated from affiuence emanating from the fource in
contenplation. You well know that Rome obtained her rich-
es by conqueft ; that her citizens were exonerated from taxes
and :upported by public contributions ;- that they were faturat-
ed with extravagant {pectacles, corruptive amufements, {plen-.
- did triumphs, and the rich boons of thofe, who folic®ed their
favour. ‘Thefe were the means of contaminating her morals
and of begetting that laxity of condu& and irregularity of de-
fire, which proved her ruin. To evils accruing from fuch
fources we are not expofed. |

Of all ancicnt Republics or Nations Carthage derived the
greatelt wealth from Commerce. But the opulence fhe thus
obtained, was not, oz account of its fource, the caufe of her de-
firu&tion. Her commerce, wealth, and competition, cxpofed
her to the incurfion of the Romans, who always had reference
to the property or potency of the people, whom they at-
tempted to fubdue. In this way the affluence of Carthage
might have been conducive to her ruin. Bat the conceffion
of this fa¢t does not militate againlt the general fentiment,
which we have effayed to evince. Carthage was a place of
inconfiderable extent, and the inhabitants procured their {ub-
fikence principally from Commerce. Receiving great wealth
in copious and fudden fireams, without fuftaining the vfual
toil and care of its acquilition, they foon became addiéted to
the gratification of the bafer appetites and paflions of our
pature.  Our {ituation has no fimilarity to that of Carthage.
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We have an extenfive territory, without inhabitant or culiuga,
which will long attrad the attention and require theJabors of

our citizens.

Need we proof, that the wealth which refults from com«
merce is not alike prejudicial with what accrues from con-
quelt, difcovery or cafualty, let us advert, foramoment, to the
fituation of England. By the unprecedented profperity and
fuccefs of her commerce with every fe&ion of the world, fhe
has amafled immenfe wealth, which, to our knowledge, has
never had a ruinous effe. To commerce muft fhe afcribe her
prefent potency and grandeur and glory. Think of the
chara&er and circumftances of Holland antecedent to her prei-
ent vaffalage and debafement, With her hiftory you are ac.
quainted. It is fraught with the choiceft inftru&ion on the
article of commerce. ‘'To the peculiar circumflances of the peo-
ple and the peculiar mode of its acquifition mult we attribute the
baneful effe&, which opulence has had upon any.nation. Ifa
people, by eafy and fudden means, get pofleflion of great
wealth, it is morally certain, that zhis will have pernicious in-
fluence and operation. To corroborate this pofition, recol-
lect the effe&t which the difcovery of South America had upon
Spain. 'The evil confequences flowing from the fudden in-.
creafe of wealth will probably be coeval with the exiftencs of

the nation.
Flyen

~ Nations and individuals arein like manner affe@ed. The
man on whom fortune pours her bounty in an’inftantaneous
{liower, nnlefs accuftomed to her gift‘s, is rendered indolent,
{altidious and effeminate ; but he, whofe ceafelefs efforts pro-
cure him wealth, is happified with contentment contributes
to national ftrength, and becomes the efficient inftrument of
general utility.  Let the midday fun pour the plenitude of his
rays into the eyes of him, from whom the films have juft been
removed, and vifion is drowned in a flood of light ; but if ray
after ray gradually reach his eyes, his fight waxes ftronger
and ftronger until it brightens into perfeGtion. Having
fuch plenary evidence and firong convition of the utility of
commeree to our country, let the people ¢ with full purpofe of
heart” demand the liberty of the ocean, and fhe fhall at once
r¢joice in the multitude, variety, and richnefs of her prizes.

B
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But the patronage and advancement of this great obje&t
will not alone fecure the higheft glory of the nation. The
cultivation of letters claims ferious confideration and pers
petual efforts. The United States have the preeminence cver
every other country in regard to extenfive diffemination of
__knowledge. This very happy and ardently to be defired cir-
cumftance conduces to the converfation of our government in
its priftine purity. But to men of great talents and profound
erudition muft we look for that veftal flame of glory which
will reflec light to future ages. While we cultivate and revere
fuperficial knowledge, we fhall never obtain that variety and
profundity of learning, which have fo juftly procured celebrity
te ancient nations. Ere men will give that application 2ad
induftry to the ftudy of the arts and {ciences, which will in-
{ure their votaries immortal fame and confer unfading iaftre
on their country, they muft be allured to fuch efforts by
wealth, honor or diftin@ion. Thefe a nation will not incline’
to proffer or beftow prior to no trivial refinement and opu-
lence. At prefent, we fhall in vain fupplicate Minerva, how-
ever fervent our importunity, to bedeck with her garlands
many literary fons of America. She may vouchfafe the oak-
en leaf, but as the Roman General the oaken crown, we hope
they will afpire to reject it. But our horizon of letters is not
dewoid of lights. To promote the progrefs of eftimable knowl--
edge, avarice muft be extirpated frcm the bofoms of our citi-
zens ; a longer period muft be allotted to the ftudy of the ab-
ﬂrufe {ciences ; greater afliduity and inclination muft be de-
voted to their culture ; ancient books of various lore muft be
turned over with a conftant hand ; and public honors confer.
red on thofe, who eminently excel in the feveral provinces of
learning. Fugitive publications of no merit, abridgments of
treatifes on the arts and fciences, which are defigned and ad-
apted to render men* erudite and fapient without application of
mind or effort of indufiry, ought to be frowned into oblivious

% The author refers to the fpirit, which acluates many in our coun-
tryy who claim to bethe favorites of “icncey to get a fmattering of a
wariety of fubjeds, by avbich they can produce a butterfly daz=l,
vavhich may aflonifh thofe aithin the compafs of their excurfien,  Such
a fpirit is abfolutely poifonous to that which is calculated to b-ight:
the literary charader of our country.
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contempt. Men of this fort of knowledge, like Jonah’s gourd,
have an inftantaneous growth and decay.

-~

'The mechémic arts are of fuch high moment to this na-
tion, that its glory is intimately conneded with their im.
provement and perfe&ion. To inftitute and perfe& thefe of
évery defcription, we have,. or can procure all the materials,
which are requifite. Thefe arts already flourifh as much ag
the infant flate of the country will admit. The paucity of ar-
tificers, who can be obtained, prefents infuperable impedi.
ments to the rapid progrefs and eventual perfection of our ma-
nufa@tures. But when the means.of fubfiffence are more eafi-
iy ptocured and our territory more generally inhabited, we
may expeét our artifts will have greater fkill and more exalt-
ed eminence. Our government fhould tender them every ap-
}')oﬁtc ificitement -to augment their manufa@ural: knowledge,
improve their dexterity and remunerate their indufiry. But
to exterid the idea of enconuragement to the exclufion or detri-
ment of commerce, is highly prepofterons. To anticipate
that our artifans will make very great improvements, in their
refpe&ive oecupations, withimra fhort period, is truly idle. For
agriculture; whole excellency will redound to the glory-of our
‘country, will ufurp the place of manufa&ures. - The extent,
variety and fertility of our foil proffer every incentive to per-
feQion inits culture. The abundance of land and the facili-
ty of itsacquifition will oppofe a temporary barrier to agricul-
tural improvements. But with a flourifhing commerce and
the various énticements, which national interference may of-
fer, we pr'efﬂme, this feature in the national character will be
correfpondently grand and beautiful. In this tender age of
our country it will be infeafible to prefent the richeft boons on
the altar of Ceres.

We will now take a brief review of the meafures of the dif-
ferent adminiftrations ; and afcertain how far they have ref-
pedively beea conducive to the glory and felicity of the na-
tion. Inreviewing the {teps which have been taken in the dif-
ferent ftages of our Government, we will not revert to thofe
of the Confederation, when every move expofed the inexperi-
ence and fatuity of the public mind. At this lurid junéure
of our national exiftence, a torrent of difcontent and turmoil
arofe, which threatened to {weep away our deareft interefis




12

and inefiimable rights ; the happy fruits of Independence.
Few men of juft views, pure patriotifm, and fufficient energy,
could then be found, to difcover and press the adoption of
thofe meafures which made for our political falvation. But
happy for our country fhe was refcued from the mighty tor-
rent and the Fedsral Conflitution, which was deemed a barrier
to future frefhes, was framed and eventnally adopted. Then
the sav:iour OF r1s COUNTRY appeared as an earneft that no
fimilar inundation of inquietude and difturbance fhouid oc.
cur during his appeararcein the horizon of State. I mean
the immortal Wasuingzox. The halcyon days of his prefi.
dency are io deeply engravsn cn our memories that the lapfe
and efficacy ot time . fhall ne’er be able to efface the remem-
brance. The firk azdmiuiftration purfued the path which
condu&ed to the honor and felicity of the nation.. They
found the country befit with evils on every hand. To them
was intrufted the management of a nation furcharged with the
debts of an expenfive war, deftitute alike of funds and credit,
without a treaty with Fapgland: at variance with Spain, ha-
rafled by the incurfions arid maflacrés of ruthlefs favages, and
agitated, deeply agitated with the difaffeGion of many of her
own citizens to the Federal Conflitution.- But the wife meaf-
ures which were adopted tranquillized the p'.iblic mind and
.difarmed oppofition to government of all its terrors and al! its
ftings. - The illuftrious and ever to be lamented Hawmirrox,
~under the aufpices of WasninGToN, prejeted a fyftem of fi
nance, which at once regenerated public credit, created a fund
-adequate to national expenditures, and fecured the means of
a gradual and entire extinguifliment of the public debt. Coun-
ter to the opinion and wilhes of no inconfiderable portion of
community, government appointed a minifter to negociate a
treaty with Great-Britain. He achieved his obje&. To this
anfirument the moft virulent oppofition was manifefted ; aflem-
blies were held in various feaport towns to exprefs diflike to
its provifions ; and the worthy mixisTER was vilified with the
blackelt of bilingfgate and the fouleft of ribaldry : but con.
trarient to the difapprobation and remonftrances of its oppo-
nents it obtained the requifite fanctions. Recompenfe was
procured for fpoliations on our commerce and many com-
mercial immunities fecured. The bleflings of this treaty we
are unable to compute. Under this adminiftration, the dif-
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ferences between this country and Spain Were happily adjuft:
ed ; the free navigation of the Miflifippi’ was fecured ; the
hoﬁxle difpofition of the Indians converted-into pacific aﬂ'uran-
ces, and a’ pledge of their amicable condu in future was ob-
tained. But the half of the evil is not told. In profecuting
the war againft England, France folicited the aid of our coun-

try.. She prefled her entreaties by the moft moving repre-
fentations of her ¢ labours of love” in our revolutionary con-

telt ;3 of the vile ingratitude and ineffable cruelties of our ad-
verfary ; of the aggrefion of Great-Britain in the exifting
war ; and the warmeft proteftations of the reitude of her own
caufe. Her’s, faid fhe, was the caufe of liberty and felf de-
fence and the rights of man. But unmoved by fuch paf-
fionate compellations, Wathington iffued a Proclamasion of
Neutrality. This a& was like the Hebrews, refufing to fall

“down before the idol of Nebuchadnezzar. For this refufal

the French were determined to deftroy Adminiftration. Their
minifters attempted to fap the confidence of our pecople in their
rulers and excite rebellion againft them by appealing from the
Prefident to the nation. But the Gop of our fathers did not
permit. In all this, WAsHINGTON erred not ; but appeared like
bimfelf. After having concluded treaties with Algiers and
Tripoli, and obtained fecurity to our navigation of the Medi-
terranean this, Adminiftration was f{ucceeded by anothey
which purfued the fame fyftem. Then happy and profperous
was our fituation, fave the difquietudes and turmoils, which
French condu& and chicane produced and fuftained. Dif-
fatisfied with the treaty which our Government had negociat-
e with England and under the pretext that this inftrument
infringed her rights, I'rance commenced a moft unjuft capture
of our fhips and depredations on our commerce. To prevent
a reiteration of fuch proceedings and procure indemnity for
our lofles, Adminiftration took the wifeft fteps to obtain a hap-
py accommodation. But the Minifters fent for this purpofe
were refufed to be accredited as the EmBAssapors of an inde-
pendent people and confirained to return without accomplifhing
their obje@. Juftly and highly incenfed at the infufferable
indignity, which the French had poured on our whole coun-
try, Government adopted thofe meafures, which were adapt-
cd to mollify the wounded honor and maintain the rights of
g2 nation. The oppofition, which was exhibited to thefe
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deferlbed.  Thefe Reps, however nndeﬁrabje and enerous,
were demanded by the.peculiar diffieulties of the erifis. Iq
" this dag of. clouds and thick darknefs, WasHinGTon appear,
ed to affume command of the army ,which was levied. In
the letter announcing his acceptance of .the appointment he
expreficd she moll upequivocal and cordial apprebation of the
meafures which bad been adopted. lecovermg ;be dxfpaﬁ

tion and flate of our nation, the French changcd their. condu&
and:matifefted fuch inclimation to terminate exnﬁ;mg differen-
ces, that Goveramernt fent anotber Depntatwn to -Franee to
siegoqiste a treaty. -- The treaty which they formed did not
tmbrace-any fipulations to remuncrate our. citizens for their
Jofles. Remuneration they never have received. Under this
Adinifiration a Navy was built and {upperted Commeme |
exteided dnd profperous.; aad the various affairs of onr nar

tion_ fuftdined -a -goodly afped.  We readily acknowledge,
however, that feveral meafures of thas Admxmﬁrataon were of
gueftionable utility 3 but maintain that the great ;mm:glg and
mitive of - afficial condu® were diGtated and Ianéhoned by fouqd

pehcy And federal mfdom. SR S T S

To thrs affertion swe may fafely aﬂ'ent, if we “eredit the
&eclaratmn of Mr Jeﬂ“'rfon, who aflured us, that this countty,
at the perxod of his elevation, was “in the full tide of fuccefsfil
experiment.” “"The difficulties which had fubfifted betwéen
this nation and France havmg been adjulted, and the s _Ji&
of the unpopular meafures of the former Adminiftration hav-
ing fu'ccafed, Mr. Jefferfon commenced his preﬁdency under
she moft anpi,CIO\lS circumitances. But ‘the policy which hé
aucpted was entn'ely wnlike that, which his predeceﬂ’ofs had
purfued. He role on #beir d efruslion : and revelled i #héir [poils.
The natoral refult of former meafures was to rep‘emﬁ: the
treafury and enrich the nation. .Of t.¢ fulnefs of the treafury
he claimed the honor ; and of the econoriy, which his con.
tra&ed policy introduced, he challenged applanfe.. But the
plenitude of the treafury was not referable to his laudable
meafures ; nor any economy pradifed which was entitled to
commendatxon. Among the firlt fleps of his adminiftration
was the fale of public thips and the introdu&ion of a Blfu/-
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 cudian® fleet, which a Gulliver might draw off at pleafure. e

terminate the difpute with Spain refpeing the fre: naviga-
tion of the Miffillippi, to which we were by treaty entitled,
Adminiftration chofe to purchafe Louifiania without any fet.
tled boundaries. This immenfe territory, containing inhabit-
ants whofe charaers, views and inclinations are uncongenial
with, and repugnant to thofe of the other inhabitants of the
Union, enhances national expenditures and yields ample op-
portunity to a foreign nation to tranfport and fubfift an army
for the purpofe of invading and annoying our country. The
warmeft advocate of its acquifition can fcarcely fhew the leaft
advantage which will refult to the nation from its poff=flion.
The evils are paft calculation. Government have permitted
the Spaniards under the influence of France to interrupt our
navigation and commit depredations on our property, in an-
other fe&ion of the Union, without procuring reparation. In-
ftead of receiving fatisfaction, in an honorable way, for the in-
juries, which we had fuftained from fome of the Barbary Pow-
ers, Adminiftration {anctioned the conclufion of an inglorious
treaty. And when no reafon of validity could be afligned,

they interdi@ed, at the folicitation of France, all intercourfe
with &%. Domingo. Our treaty with Great-Britain having
expired and with it many commercial immunities, Minifters
were appointed to negociate another. They formed a con-
vention with which themfelves were fatisfied, and which, in
the opinson of the befl of judges, was equal if not fuperior to the
former. This inftrument Jefferfon reje@ed without fub-
mitting it to the Senate agreeably tothe Conftitution. The
negoclatlon of the treaty was greatly protraited by augment-
ing the points in difpute apparently with defign to preclude
final accommodation. The wunjuf and unautborized attack of
a Britifh officer upon one of our National fhips, the Chefa-
peake, which his government have ever condemned and for
which they have ever profefled a difpofition to give full fatif~
faction, was improperly attached to the points of difference.

¥ The Lilliputians had long been at wariance with the Blefuf-
cudians and the meafures, which the former adopied in regard to the
latter, admirably reprefent the Jeffer onian policy towards Great-Brit-
ain.  The hiflory flates, all intercourfe between the two Empires was
Sricly forbidden ; and the Emperor of Lilliput bad laid an embarge
t:pon all veflels whatever.—e==Gul. Trav,
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And when the Britith Government had fent a2 fpes

cial minifter to proffer plenary fatisfaction for the indignity
which that attack caft on the nation ; the Prefident refufed to
revoke the proclamation which he had iffued with particular
reference to that event. The Britith Minifter could not en«

ter upon the execution of his purpofe, tili a2 meafure, which 1t-

felf afflumed partial fatisfaion, were annulled. This the hon-
or of his nation forbade. During the pendency of the nego-
ciation, our Government pafled a law interdi®ing the im.
portation of Britith manufactures into the United States. This
meafure'W/ s preeminently adapted to wake the irritable fenfi-
~Bilities of a magnanimous nation. By prefuming that full
latitude was not contemplated in its operation, Adminiftra-
tion connived at and palliated the Gallic Decree, which moft
flagrantly violated our neutral rights and the obligations of a
treaty purchafed at the facrifice of twenty millions.* And af-
ter Government had aﬁertained the extent of the execution of the
Berlin Decree ; and had been aﬂ‘u_red by England that -{he, un-

lefs due refiltance were made to French meafures, muft iffue
Orders unpropitious to neutral rights, they heeded not the

kind monition ; nor refcued the country from incalculable em-
barraffment and ceafelefs difrepute. Had they then complied
“with the fuggeltions of found and impartial policy, the Orders
of Council had not been known ; and our commerce would
_ have been as deftitute of reftriGions as 5 at the Erefent moment.

At this period and under thefe circumftances,when every abfent

American would defire to fubfilt on the Lotus and every pref-
ent, on Nepenthey, Mr. Jefferfon recommended a perpetual fuf-
penfion of our Commerce, without afligning any reafon ; but
« the great and increafing dangers, which threatened our vei-
fels, feamen and mercbandife.” But the molt unequivocal
proof can be adduced, that he had no knowledge of great and
increafing dangers to our Commerce. Though the Britifh

Orders of Council had been iflued, our Government could have:

had ro intclligence of that event. . And even under the operation
of the ¥Yrexcn Drerers and Ornrrs of Couxcin our Com-
MERCE might have been wnore lucrativs than in time of peac: ; &nid
our veffals failed wwith no inconfrdrable fecurity.+  But the embars

© e

% Analyjis. + See Dickering’s fpeech
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go totally darhmed this fource of profit. To juftify the xu-
34RGO its advocates and abettors have reforted to the moft
bafe fubterfuges and palpable evafions. At one time, we
have been told that it was a coercive meafure ; at another,
that it was a municipal regulation. Ifit were contemplated
to have compulfory effe&, it did not accomplifh its obje& ;
but if municipal effe& increly, language cannot paint its turpi-
tude. That it did not have coercive influence is abundantly
apparent from the approbation which Bonaparte exprefled of
it; and the pungent fatire of Mr. Canning refpe&ing the poli-
cy. But the effects which it has had upon our own country, |
are 'mprmted in fable colours on the bofom of the whole na-

tion.

~ In the propofitions which Adminiftration tendered to
France and Great-Britain to induce a repeal of their refpedive
Decrees and Orders the greateﬂ: partiality was manifefted.
_To the French they offered to give aid in profecuting the war
againft their adverfary and to refcind the embargo ; but to
the Englifh they merely propofed the repeal of that meafure.
T'o annoy France they merely fufpended our commerce ; but
to injure England they inhibited the importation of her man-
ufaures into the country and the entrance of her armed fhips
~into—our-ports. To-their partiality, duplicity and folly, Ad-
miniftration conjoined contumacy by perfeverance—in-their——
{fyftem. AcrT after Act was pafled to enforce the reftrictive
policy, until the famous Acr of the ninth of January, which
contained an infra&ion of the Conftitution and a fubverfion
of fome of our deareft rights. Your fellow-citizens were de.
tached, without knowing the particular purpofe of the detach-
ment, to enforce the execution of tha¢ lazw. Your houfes were
expofed to the intrufion and infpection of unprincipled hire«
lings, at the mere fuggeftion of fufpicion. Adminiftration
thus rendered the military independent of, and fuperior to, the civil
power ; quartered bodies of armed troops among you in time of peace
after having cut off your trade awith all parts of the evorld. Such
meafure$, you have afferted in the DecLaraTION OF INDEPEN.
nENcE, were among the reafons which conffrained you to pro-

C
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claim the United Colonies free and independent States,  Did you,-
Fellow-Citizens, when the ¢ blufhing” privileges of liberty
¢ were thick upon you” fubmit to fuch oppreflion * No: But
like firm and honeft freemen, you implored the interpofition of
the State Legiflature, after Congrefs had turned a deaf ear to-
your complaints,

"The proceedings of the legiflature were marked with firm-
nefs imbued with caution and tendernefs blended with energy.
When the bofoms of our Citizens were perturbed with appre-
herfion and fufpenfe at the eclipfe of their country’s glory, the
Legiflature, like Pericles of old, explained the phenomenon,
and their fearsvanifhed, joy thrilled their hearts and gladnefs
brightened their countenances. The bill guarding againft
unconftitutional {earches and feizures was an earneft of pro-
te@ion. The remonfirance to Congrefs, like the writing of Artemi-
dorus, contained the means of {alvation ; but unlike that, was
communicated and had the defired effe®. The difquietudes
and exertions of the New-England States procured a change in
the policy of Government which placed the two belligerent
nations on an equality in relation to the United States. Great-
Britain anticipating the movements of Congrefs and defcrying
a “{peck” of peace in the Weltern Horizon, haftened to make
propofitions of full accommodation. Forgetting the things
which were paft and looking to thofe which are future, the
Prefident readily acceded to the propofitions of arrangements.
His condu& has received the commendation of the good of all
parties, and their wifhes have been, that he may go on in the
ways of ¢ awell doing’”> 1In giving this unfinifhed delineation
of the moft prominent features of the different Adminiftra.
tions we have not been a&uated by a defire to increafe the ac-
rimony or fan the flame of party {pirit ; but to enable you to
derive pra&ical utility from the comparifon. You will per-
ceive in the former ¢ a beauty which makes* the latter ¢ look
ugly.” The former were characterifed by fincerity, impar-
tiality, energy and wifdom, which will embellifh the page of
hiftory and.refle& glory on the Country ; but the latter was
marked with duplicity, partiality, weaknefs, and fatuity,

A

#® The inbabitants of Hallowell, influenced by regard to their cotin-
iry’s glory and profperity, commendably addreffed a memorial to Conn
grefc and then ta the State Legiflarure,
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which will pour difgrace on our nation fo long as the Ameri.
can hiftory fhall be perufed. The forme [ought the promo.
tion, the latter the deftruéion, of Commerce. And you can
never forget, Fellow-Citizens, that the fecurity and profperity
of Commerce were the grand motives which impelled to the
formation of the Federal Conftitution.

We congratulate you, Fellow-Citizens, on the removal of
reftritions from our commerce and the fair afpe& which has
been fuffufed over her by recent tranfaétions. Means, we are
affured, will be exerted to guard her againft *too much reg-
ulation” in future. Greater than oracular voice,even the voice
of nature and reafon proclaims that the glory and profperity of
your country are intimately connefted with ¢ wooden walls.”?
Be not deceived. The refufcitation of federalifm in the Eaft-
ern States and the ele@ion of a federal executive of this Com-
monwealth are equally caufes of gratulation. The communi-
cation of his Excellency contains the correct and pure princi-
ples of federalifm expreffed in the mild and mollient language
of conciliation. Thefe, we believe, will guide and attemper
his official fervices,

Quitting the fair profpe&s of own country devote a tran.
fient contemplation to the mournful deftiny of Europe. Na.
tion after nation is enflaved to appeafe the voracity of the
Corfican Minotaur, who, like the grave, fays not, # is enouga.
Elevated above the objeéts and purfuits of ordinary minds, he
pants for the entire {fubjugation of States and Kingdoms and
Nations—the World. Wonted to the horrors and agonies of
martial death, callaus to the tears and anguifh of widowhood
and orphanage, he fattens on the ruins of liberty and the mif-
eries of human kind. The recent difcomtiture and immenfe
flaughter of the Auftrians fill us with indignation at the ftu-
pidity of the vanquilhed ; and apprehenfion at the fuccefs of
the victors. We rue the folly and moan the deltiny of the
Auftrians. Savethe glorious efforts of the Spaniards, this de-
ftroyer of nations has received little check in the execution of
his nefarious purpofes. The memorable refiftance of Spain
excites admiration of valour and a tear of compaffion. Qur
hopes of Spanifh fuccefs deeply partake of apprchenfion and
inaufpicious bodings. But we moft cordially wifh tham GOD
SPEED. To the progrefs of tha Corfican we ¢an perceive
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sc limit. Give him in politics, what Archimedes lacked in |
phyfics, and he would {peedily fubvert the world. To the in.
{crutable couniels of Heaven we muit refer for a folution of
his fuccefies. Baut therc are, awho fimile at the carnage and joy at
the flavery of his arm.  With fuch *“ mine honor.be not thou.

. b J
uaited.”?
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In this conjun@ure of your ftate and national affairs,
Fellow-Citizens, endeavour to {mooth the afperity and heal
the wounds of party fpirit. Aloof from political prepofleflions, !
you fhould accuftom yourfelves to liberal, elevated and noble
views as the beft direQories to political reétitude and the hap-
pieflt inmates and {olace of your bofems. Let the pure max-
ims of Federalifm fway you in the exercife of your civil ime
munities and ia all your political tranfadtions. Ultimate rnin
is ziloted to every caufe, however good, which is aided and
fuftained by difingenuous and illaudable means. ¢ Gailtinefs
will fpeak, tho’ tongues were out of ufe.” In his valediory
addrefs Wasnixcron declares, that he holds the maxim that
Eonefly is the beft policy no lefs applicable to public than to private
affairs. Liften not to fuggeftions to difpart the union. Sup-
plicating the propitious interpofition of our Fathers’ Gop; to
whom we are indebted for every national blefling, let us ex-
ert every virtuous and commendable effor; for the conferva-
tion of cur liberty and deareft rights.  Should we not be able
by fuch means to fuftain our Country, we fhall, when that
falls, be fuffufed by our own, and the glory of Waskixcroy,
Haxicron and Ames, whofe political virtues we would con-
template, but to admire, admire but to imitate, and imitate

but to be happy.




