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Brunswick, Juiy 4, i806.
Stk,

THE Committee of Arrangements for the celebration of our
national Independence in this vicinity, have been directed by a vote
of the Federal Republicans attending it, to present vou their thanks
for the appropriate and interesting Oration, you have this duy ad-
diessed to them, and to request the favor of a copy of the samne, for
the press.....It is with pleasure we comply with thcir desire, and
beg leave to add our individual thanks, and the¢ assurance of our
cordial concurrence in the request, we have been thus suthorized to .
communicate.

With due respect,
we are, Sir, your

ebedient servants,
JOHN PERRY,
B. ORR,
I. LINCOLN,
THOMAS G. SANDFORD..
DAVID DUNLAP.

JoxaTnay ELris, Esq.

gl < L D S 4 D C——

GENTLEMEN,

1 SUBMIT to the disposal of my republican fellow-citizens.,
who have expressed their approbation of the sentiments 1t contains,
the Oratiop delivered on the Anniversary of our Nutional Inde-.
pendence.

Be pleased to accept my acknowledgments for the very polite
manner in which you have communicated the wish of the meeting.
I am, Gentlemen,

with due consideration.
your obedient servant,
JONATHAN ELLIS
Jor~ Penry, Esq.
BENJAMIN ORR, ESQ.
Dr. Isaac LixcoLn, Commiitiee of Arrany iico’s
Mz. Trmomas G. Saxprorp, §
Mg, Davin Du~iavr,



AN ORATION,

ReruBLICANS,

B,Y this name of honorable distinction permit the
speaker to address vou on this returning anniversary
'lghe day, which gave to our country a name and rank
among the nations of the world,

Thirty years have rolled away since that invinsible
band of patriots dured to proclum to the world, that our
country was, and of right cught to Le free ; and that
they would support this declaraton with their lives and
fortunes,

At that time our country was ivaded by a formidable
army of onc of the most powerful nations of the carth,
whosc navy, extended to every seu, bore her flag in tri-
umph.

Our resources were few and small indeed, our coun-
wrymen inexperienced 1n the science, arts and practice of
war, and no bond of uiuion to connect its different por-
tions, and concentratc its powers, necessary to produce
the best effect,

Other untoward circumstances might be mentioned,
but these arc suflicient to remind us, that patriotism was
then a reali_ty ; that the love of libcrty, of the just and
naturzl rights of men, Wwas not a mere cxpression used
for conveniency ; no, 1t wus theii a glowing, vigorous
principle, which called forth every excriion which could
possibly be made to securc the object which they profess-
ed to regard ; and this at the hazard of cvery thng pain-
ful and humiliating ; of dungeons, tortures and gibbets,
if they failed in eflecting their purpose. ’
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Parict'sm was then eviiced in resisting . imposition
of « tareign voke. Inspired by this principle, our best
and wisest men nobly cxchanged the quiet scenes of do-
mestic care, for the arduous and perplexing dutics of the
Senate, and more expesed and fatiguing service of the
camp.

These were patriots and heroes worthy of grateful recol-
lection; worthy of constant imitation; the most of whom,
whose heads were whitened in the service of their coun.
try, now repose in silence, under the clods of the valley.
Peace to their venerable shades ! vour virtucs, your la-
bors and sufferings for yvour country, shall not be forgot-
ten by us, who enjoy the frui they procduced.  Your
patriotic achievements shall be rccordid by the faithful
historian, and transmiited to future ages, while the poct
weaves a garland for your brow, which shall never fade.

Under .the smiles of divine providence, and the wise
measures pursued by our government, that Independ.
ence, to which we were declared entitled 1n 1776, 1s still
preserved, and its rights and advantages gencrally en.-

joyed.

The tree was planted in a fruitful soil ; it was cultured
and pruncd by the most skillful hands ; we have enjoyed
its richest productions ; and the fowls, from the four
winds of heaven, have found a shelter under its branches.

In recurring to the epoch of our national existence,
what do we find to censure or conden:n, uncer the di-
rection of those, to whom was then committed the man.
agement of our public affairs 2 "They placed the object
they pursued in a luminous point ; their intention was
proclaimed to the universe ; they, walking on high and
open ground, disdained the base subterfuges of the in-
triguing office-secker ; their conduct wasnot only subject
to the inspection and examination of all, but they wished
all to be informed, and to excrcise the right of examin.
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tion. This justly gave weight and dignity to their char-

acters, and inspired their co-patriots with alinost unlim-
ited confidence.

The change which took place at the period to which
we refer, differs much from a revolution, in the more
tnodern use of the word. 'We contended for the preser-
vation and perpetuity of those rightsand privileges, which
we then enjoyed ; against a power which assumed the
right to bir‘i us in all eases whatever.  We did not seek
for the overthrow and destruction of any system of gov-
ernment. QOur resistance was agamnst encroachments
upon thoee systems, which the scveral eolonies had, with
consent of the mother coun itry, established for themsely es;
with the Lenefits and blessings which these, insome small
degree differing systems, secured to the colonies, and
which they peaceably enjoyed for more than a century,
Wwe were satisfied.

The resistance made against impositions lrid, or at:
tempted to be laid wpon us, was not because George the
II. was then king of England, and as such exercised a
Imiited authority over the LOlOﬂlC‘a. The same resistanee
would have been made against the same impositions,
coming from any other quarter.

Had the repubiic of Holland or Switzerland, or any
niher republic, the most pure that ever existed, attempi-
ed to practise the same thing, it would huve been resist-
ed and frustrated the same way.

The opposition was against the principle, against the
wssumed right of binding us to compliance with the laws
of government, where our will was not const 'ted, nor
our voice permitted to be heard. An opposition which
must never be abandoned if our existence as an indepen-
dent nation is long protracted.
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How different this from the revelutions of mote med-
ern days. Our towns and cities were not stained with
the blood of their inhabitants ; nor our fields piled with
the bodies of victims, who fell by the sword, sharpened
by private animosity and revenge. We did, indeed,
suffer the calamities inseparable from war ; but the par-
ties were known, and the object in controversy was as
well known. Our history presents us with no mock tri-
bunals and butchers, licensed to insult, torture and de-
stroy. In the time of our greatest Chstress, life, liberty
and property were secure ; and justice 1mpart1ally ad-
ministered, so far as our govemment extended.

Mad and cruel ambition had not her thousands to de-
stroy who stood in the way of her bloody car. -

We wished to erect a superstructure upon a fouadation
already laid ; others have overthrown the whole edifice,
and left not one stone upon another. We wished to en-
joy uninterruptedly, our natural, civiland religious rights,
and to secure them for the enjoyment of all ranks and
classes of scciety, indiscriminately.

Others, under the pretence of reform, have not only
destroyed private confidence, and social and domestic
happiness ; but have spread dcsolatlon thro’ kingdoms
Upon the ruins of one family, they have raised another
to distinction. This has been the 1ssue :  while the os-
tensible cause which called forth their cxertions, the a-
meivcziion of the condition of the great body of the peo-
ple, naus been totally disregarded or forgotten.

These rights and privileges, of which, we can justly
boast as « ratmmon) , have not been taken away ; butarc
confirme! 10 us by our revolution. A constitution of
governme:t, a(.al)ted to the genius, character and condi-
tion of ouroun 'w, the result of protound penetration and
wisdom, ci - 1.t cundor and concession, has been found in
practice, to ai.zv =" he purpose for which it was intended.
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If the pillars which now support this, our distinguish-
ed political fabric are preserved inviolate ; if, under the
specious pretext of improvement, they are not frittered
away, we may long hope to enjoy the security it was cal-
culated to give, if we are not, in ourselves, criminally de-
ficient : but, if regardless of the characters we designate
to fill the ofices which the constitution creates; if we
prefer men, who have ambitious views to gratify, in
whom this lust is stronger than the pure virtue of patriot-
1sm ; if we advance those to be our rulers, who can break
thro’ all morai and religious restraints, what barrier can
be erected; which they will not undermine or overleap ?
There may be attending circumstances to hasten or re-
tard, but the event is certain. Constitutions, and oaths,
and professions, will be found as ineifectual to restrain
such unprincipled animals, as the fences of your fields
are to enclose or shut out, the wolf or the tiger.

Is this language too strong ? The speaker appeals to
history for its justification. 'Where are the once famed
republics of the earth ; those of Greece and Rome, and
those of more modern date ?

Open the map of the world, view civilized man under
every climate, and point out that enviable portion where
its inhabitants enjoy the blessings of a free republic : ex-
cepting that portion we possess, you will look in vain ;
inattentive to the means of their own safety, ihey have
all, in sad succession become a prey to wicked ambi-
tizus men.

Weileet a moment on the astonishing scene, which in
oue duy has been opened in Europe.

How did the language of the late philosophers of France
charm the eur, when they made their warm professions
of a highly benevolent regard to men, and appeared sin-
uverely zealous to lighten the burdens of the oppressed ?
As these were considered the bteathings of a philanthro-

B
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pic heart, they produced a strong partiality in the minds
of our countrymen. Let despotic France be rerovated,
was echoed thro’ cur land. L.et a milder and more equal
gevernment, such as we enjoy, be their portion.

But mark the sequei. When these pseudo-patriots
and philoscphers, had wrought the public mind to 2 state
of madness, they assume a bolder tone, and commence
the cruel work of destruction. Destroy your king, say
they, he is the cause of all your evils ; and the innccent
Capet, for being what the constitution made him, was
immolated to their fury. We will be one grand repuk-
lic, was decreed ; and they swore eternal hatred to kings
and crowned heads. Ve will have no royalists ; and
thousands and tens of thousands of 2ll ranks, ages and
sexes, from hoary purity to smiling, unofterding infan.
cy, fell in indiscriminate carnage. \We will have no re.
ligion, say thcy, immortality and futurc accountability
are nothing but the dreams of pricsts, which they have
artfully imposed on the ignorant and credulous ; we will
have no priests; and they fell by their altars, floating in
their own gore. Having decreed that death was an etcr-
nal sleep, to close the awful climax of their impicty, us
far as men and devils can do it, they dcthroned the sac-
red majesty of Heaven; they formally decreed, there is
no-GOD.

I have sketched some of the most prominent featurcs
of this gloomy picture, those who recollect the trancac.
tions of that astonishing period, will e able to fill it up
with its proper lights and shades.

Where now is the boasted republic, projected by those
who were to advance their countrymcir to the hirhet
pitch of perfection ?

“ Her Consuls and her Senate are no miore.”
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This very people, who a few years since, proscribed

kings and royalists, and every form of government, but
that of a republic, are now the servile sublects of a Cor-
sican adventurer. ‘Every thing in form of a republic, in
the European world, is crushed by the modern Cazesar,
and such is their degraded situation, that they dare nei-
ther resist nor complain of the bondage under which they
must silently groar:.

After Frauce has wasted millions of lives and money,
and is still wasting more, how much are the people bet-.
tered 2 Is the monarchy, or if you pleasc the tyranny, of
Napoleon I. more tolerable than was that of Louis XVI ?
No onc will asserc it who has a due regard to moral re-
putatioi,

May the destructive example of those wreiched im.
provers of human happiness, opperate as a solemn cau-.
tion, in the minds of our countrymen, rgainst trusting to
the smoothe and pleasant things which are said by desigi-
ing, unprincipled men.

We are republicans by birth and™ compact: We do
not derive our civil and religious priviliges, from the be-
ncvolence or induigence of tire pum,mphers and poten-
tates of the earth. ‘The spirit of civil and religious hiber-
ty glowed in the breasts of those who toluntdrxlv exiled
themselves from country and friends, that they might en-
joy its exercise and fruit in this then wilderness, the hab-
itation of savage beasts and men.

This country, by them adoptcd, has descended to us:
an inheritance, and conducting like men deserving so rich
a legacy, cherishing the same love of liberty which led
them to these shores, and as jealous of encroachmert up--
on our rights as they were, we may confidently rely on
the guardian care of Heaven, to secure it to us, against
all attempts of foreign nations, and the more dar.gerous.
machinations of home bred apostates.
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Distinguished as we have been for all that is justly dear
to man, we are in danger of not properly estimating the
possession.  Inattentive to its high worth we shall haz.
ard those solid realities which we have enjoyed, for the
specious, ideal good of projectors, fond of change, or the
assuming, aspiring demagogue.

If amidst the profusion of good, which has been scat-
tered around us on every side, we think changes are prac-
ticable which will lead to more distinguished and perma-
nent enjoyments, our situation is perilous, perilous in-
deed ! There will not be wanting those who will volun-
teer their service to lead us, at any hazard, on this single
condition, that we will follow theimn,

That men who enjoy liberty to think for themselves
and may speak and publish what they please, cn public
measures, should ditler in opinion, is the natural conse-

uence of such liberty ; and when a subject is investiga-
ted from the honest motives of asccrtaining what 1s most
proper, while the wordy combatants are kept within the
Iimits of decent, fair discussion, and will admit facts
which are made to appcar and rational deductions from
them, this freedom of discussion may produce the best
effects. -

But, when ingenuity is tortured to misrepresent or con-
ceal truth, when unsupported declarations, opprebrious
names, nid bold assertions, supply the place of argument,
the evil thus produced in the public mind, by the confu-
sion and perplexity it creates, the uncertainty and inde-
cision it engenders, are incalculable, as its consequences
are ruinous to a rational, manly and intclligent course of

conduct.

The dissention which now prevails, and so extensive-
ly agitates our fellow-citizens of this state, wears a porten-

tous aspect.
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If ever there was a time since the c:istance of our gov-
ernment, when the friends of libarty, religion and social
order, were called upon for united cxeruons in the com-
mon cause ; for circumspection and a prudent Lut deter-
mined opposition to encroackmenis upon our personal,
constitutional rights, it is the present.

A wish {we would not, we darc nvt say design) to de-
prive our fcllow-citizens of this stutc frum having their
government admiui:tred by the saon they had chosen,
was too openly avowdd te adiri of concealment or denial,

It was indecd feared iv some that the wethful Strone,
who has grown grey i serviee of hig country, tho?
choscn by a mijority of siifirages, was to have Leen driv-
en to the shades of reiirement....to ihose delighiiul scenes
of domestic cnjovment, lrom vwhich your unsolicited
voice, not his love of powdr or distincton, rcluctartly
led him. But corscience was not stifled in the breasts
of those who durcd to Lc¢ horest ; the presumptuous
hand which menaced the deed was scen to tremble 5 it
was withdrawn, to wait perhaps a more favoruble op-
portunity.

May the Gop of our futhers stil be our shield and
defence, who in old time, in behalf cf his faithful servant
and chosen people, turned the desperate counsel of Ahit.
ophel te foolishness.

The friends of good government, as they prize this
inestimable blessing, should now exert themselves to af-
ford it every security. Deccision and energy should mark
glleir conduct. The spirit of 76 should burn within

em.

The idea that we must abandon the principles and ex-
ample of our venerable and virtuous men, who made our
country prosperous and happy ; whose wisdom and vir.
tue gave us peace and plenty at home, and estimation and
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respect abroad, to Aarmonize with those who seck pop-
ularity by every mean, at every risk, ought to be trcated
with pointed disdain.

Has the administration of the present general govern-
ment, been directed by more wisdom, or sounder policy
by the present chief magistrate, with every thirg in the
‘“ tide of successful experiment,” prepared to his hand,
than it was by his predecessors ?

I forbear a minute comparison. The future historian,
uninfluenced by frowns or flattery, will ¢o justice to the
private and public character of our first, secund and third
President.

Be cautious, fellow citizens, of decepiion.  I'ake your
stand on ground that is tenable and maitiliy maintain it
against the wiles and stratagems, the cevort und open ata
tacks of cvery assailant.

It has been said that in the ocearn: of poliiics there is an
island, called Neutrality, on whose shores the curling bill-
ows of the deep never dash, that the waters ail around are,

« Calm and unruffled as a summer’s sea
¢« When not a breath of wind flies o’er its surface.”

But this convenient halting place, spoken of by some with
so much rapture, has never yet been found to exist; itis
considered therefore, as the visionary dream of those, who
can dispense with the honest convictions of their under-
standings, that they may steal your hearts. Ve are re-
publicans, and those who are not with us are agamst us.
There is no middle ground between republicanism and
jacobinism. The cause of differcnce between, 1s no lon-
ger concealed.  We should not hesitate a moment in de-
claring our settled disapprobation of that licentious spirit,
which offers insult to our rational faculties, which sneers
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at our religious convictions, and keeps society in a con.
stant fermerat.

Has the want of integrity and moral qualities, become
a reason why we should prefer men who do not possess
them ? Is there a work to be done too base for men of
even common rcputation to undertake ?  Suspicion is a-
wakened and the cause is too apparent.

Ought we to pleasc men in public staticns, in whose
integrity and honor we can put no confidence in private
life ? Do you think that such men will most faithfully
guard our civil and religious rights from infraction ? Wil
such take the best care that the republic receive no de-
triment ?

% I know your better thoughts, I know
“ Your reason cant descend so low.”

Let us stand unmovable on the basis of republicanism
and be seriously engaged to maintam those pillars which
give strength and beauty to the edifice; to support the
wvise institutions of WasHinNcTox : the religion of our
fathers; and men of intelligence and virtue, who alone
are worthy to bear rulc among free men.

It is pleasing to reflect on the progress of general im-
provement in this part of our country ; on the more co-
pious means which arc now aﬁ'mde for acquiring a
knowledge of literature and the arts and sciences. We
have evidence Deforc us of the attentwn which is givep
to military dlaClPllllC and instruction. How soon the
standard which is now unfurled to grace our days of
scclal improvement, wiil be displayed on the high places
of the field, is known only to Omniscience ; we may rest
assured howey cr, from the known character of Ameri-
cans, that wherever borne, In a geod cause, it will be
honorably supported.
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May returning anniversaries have less in prospect tg
create unpleasant apprehensions ; muy every doubt be
dispelled from our political horizon ; the things which
now remain to be strengthened, and a free and righ:-
eous government, securing all thc invaluable rights -of
nien, be continued to our country, tul time and naturc
wie.

N\

THE END.
Fs -




