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- SIR,-
As 2 Committee from the WASHINGTON BENEVOLENT

Society of the County of Windham, permit us to exprefs
our entire approbation of the Oration with which you have
this day entertained us, and to requeft you to furnith us
with a copy for publication.
With efteem and refpedt,
Your obedient fervants,

J. NYE, |
D. LEAVETT ‘Committee.
J. STARK,

Samuel Elliot, Esq.
Bratileborough, July 6, 1313.

Brattleborough, July 10, 1813.
GENTLEMEN,
I receive with fatisfation your approbatlon of my
‘Oration, fpoken on the 6th inft.—Had concluded not to
have it publithed, but finding a difpofition in fome, to mif-
reprefent it, I fubmit it to your difpofal,

and am yours very obediently, &c.
S. ELLIOQT.

Rev. Jona. Nye,
Col. David Leavit, Committee.
Yedediah Stark, Esq.




ORATION.

FATHERS AND FRIENDS !

TO celebrate the virtues and character of WasH-
INGTON, the deeds of himfelf and his comrades, and the
DAY which gave us political birth, are the pleafing themes of
our prefent convention. - Would to Heaven, ‘that my pow-
ers were equal to the fincerity and zea! of my heart—De-
light and inftru@tion might then refult from my labors.—
Your charity muft, however, be my confolation. .

There i1s a  pleafing melancholy” conne&ed with re-
viewing the lives and characters of great and good men—
thofe who were endeared to us by active and living vir-
tues, and have been embalmed in our affeGtions, by fervices
and facrifices of extraordinary merit. We involuntarily re-
gret their abfence, and mourn their departure from - s
world. |

It has been America’s proud and happy lot, to have pro.

l.llv‘ :

duced a conftellation of patriots and fages of brilliant and
commanding luftre—and among them,a WASHINGTON!
He rofe on the political horizon,: juft when the dark and
awful ftorm began to gather round us,—when our revolu:
tionary ftruggle commenced, and the thunder of fanguinary -
war pealed through the weftern hemifphere. He appeared
to be the peculiar favorite and charge of heaven. The-

grand drama of our revolution opened an ample theatre

we
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. for the deirel()pement of his talents, and the exercife of his
| zeal and devotion in the caufe of Liberty and his Country.
He was fully tried in the fuinace of Columbia’s hotteft
danger and diftrefs, and gaized renovated beauty and glery
. from the ordeal, fecuring to himfelf and his country, a mag-

. nificent monument of fame, more precious than gold, and

more durable than marble.

Could we ca 1 back from the dread manfions of the grave,
but one departed patriot, and again' reap the advantages
and felicity of his living faculties and prefence, one unanim-
ous n ‘ocation would break forth.—O0 Wasarncrow, our

- Jather and friend! Once more dsfcend upon earth—revifit thy
drooping. diftrailed country, and jave us from folly and deftruc-
T tion ! Thou waf our banner and fafety in war—our guide and
i glory in peace—Return, O Wafbingten. ani vace more fave thy
| difconfoiate country ! But mortals are forbidden communion
- with thedead ! Reft, then, departed hero an Ya-r-wiver, in
 manfions of peace and glory.—But may we cherith the re-
membrance of thy labors and wifdom, and {feek confolation
and iﬁiprdvement, from thy fainted life and precious ex-
ample.

As citizens of the American family, as members of the
great and . intercfiing Society which bears his venerable
naine, may. we all henceforth become the followers of that
exalted statefman and immortal hero, and manfully adhere
to his principles. Let us gratefully and unitediy celebrate,
and long commemorate, the day, which gave our Wasu-

|
{

' INGTON exiftence, as well as that which enroiled our coun-

_try among the nations of the carth.
~ When WasuiNeTon and cur fathers had wrought ous
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the Independence of our country, they began the grand fa-
“bric of our civil jurifpfudencc The fafety and glory of
* {iie Commonwealth was incomplete and precarions without
the beft of civil codes. The great feal of our liberties
wrought and im‘preﬁ'ed with the toils and blood of our fatt -
ers, would foon have been fundered without naﬁonal laws'
and a federal compaét. This compa& and fyftem ot law, fo
indifpenfably neceffary and fo congenial with our circum.
ftances and rights, was eftablifhed and fet in operation, un-
der the immediate guidance and aufpices of ‘W as::INGTUN.
It was conceived in fcience and wifdom and brought forthﬁ
in union and patriotifm—It combined the {fecurity and ex‘
cellency of Englith Magna Charta, with the refined, amehor-x
ating effence of American juftice and republican equality ;.
and reflected the brightéﬁ honor and glory upon. all the
worthy artificers of this fplendid work, from the exalted
Suge of Vernon to the moft ordinary legiflator of that day:
Peace and profperity now {miled over our beloved coun-
try. Commerce, enterprize and improyement began their
broad ard falutary fway. Agriculture flourithed—and the
arts and {ciences were encouraged. Our national charaéter
and profperity became known and refpected amoiig the
pations. Our citizens became free, happy and nationalized,
and the good heart of him who was firft in the great icene,
expanded with gratitude and delight at the completion and
fortune of his lnbors—His eyes fhone with ferene and.viv-
id fatisfacion ; and his foul - raifed to heaven thankigiving
and praife, at the falvation of his country.
But our morning was too faxr to remain—our day. was 5 t00
hright to continue ! Sin and apoﬁacy had not lcft the
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carth—nor forrow and death, their black and deplorable at-
tendants. It is not encughy, to have folely a good govern-
ment, and a plenitude of rational liberty—to have that
government upright and impartial, free from foreign and
- domeftic partiality and abufe ; virtue and conftancy muft
alfo rally on irts fide, and the citizens be uncorrupted and
true to themfelves, or the beft government and adminiftra-

tion may be fhaken and deftroyed.
 The great and pure heart of the benevolent father of his
country, was agitated and deeply wounded, at the early
prevalence of hatred, divifion and apoftacy, while he lived.
Like Louis and Fayette in France, be witnefled bloody ambi-

tion and bafe ingratitude, {preading over his country. He
raifed his arm, ke raifed his voice, and in the fullnefs of his
heart and love, called upon his countrymen to paufe and
ponder, to confider and beware. He {pake of that leaven |
. of French intrigue and philofophy, which his clear mind had
difcovered, was invented to blind, divide and fubdue the
- world, with more fpirit and feverity than he ufually adopt-
ed.—He appeared fully to realize the dreadful extent of its
deadly progrefs !

I flide over the actors and abettors in this ungrateful and
impolitic drama of oppofition to the views and policy of this
father of our country. I leave little party diftin@ions,and the
rough flang of the times, to private converfations, and the ga-
. zettes of the day ; and fhall dwell upon the concerns of our
country in general and liberal terms. And althongh your
Speaker was young, and has'the confclation to refle® that
- he never did directly treat the charaéter of WasHINGTON

with reproach, yet he has the bitternefs to recolle&, that by
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bold afperfiGns upon his friends and followers, he has 'in
fact aflailed the goodnefs and policy of that great and good
man, who laft on earth, fhould have been reviled. 1 blufh
at the recollection. May the fplnt of WASHINGTON for-
give thofe errors. And let a facred zeal, in the caufe of .
truth and WASHINGTON, wath pure the heart that knows 5
and acknowledges its aberratxons and 1nd1fcretlons. Nor .
let fuch fentiments be conﬁned to one humble 1nd1v1dual a-
lone. —WASHINGTON and leerty ought to be the flandard,
to whlch divided Amerlcans ‘may ﬂy, and under whofe A
name and pohcy mdlﬂ'olubly and cordlally unite. Then a-,
gain mlght the halcyon, the Golden days . of. WASHINGTON,
peace and commerce be realized. Then again, might the A.
merican famﬂy be happy and united ; and-union and . love, ,
beautlful and pleafant as the “ rofe of S/Jaron, ‘or the dew.r
of Hermon would agaln warm and dehght the hearts of our
cmzens. | | | _

In paﬂing over the mmutla of pohtlcs, and the violent
Jargon of dlfputatlon, 1t 1s not expected to leave out.of
view the great caufes and ‘progrefs of party, or thofe: mtet—
e{hng events Wthh have a bearing upon the concerns of our
country and the world. | |

Since all muft admit that a partiality for France, (if not a
blind credulity in her hollow and cunning profeflions,) has
too much affefted our country, our union and peace ; and
has been at leaft the indirect caufe of the prefent unfortu-
nate war, and the Demon that has deftroyed our commerce
and finances, let us be permitted to remark, that Wasu-

* Let those who scoff at this retraction, never do a worse act.
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ING ToN’s juft and ﬁeneti‘a'ti;?mindx anti'c'ipated and fore.
faw thefd things. He mourned over this growing, this fatal
: éduﬁty_;tfﬁs‘ partiality for éiﬁbi'tidus; infidel France, and
her partizans “hére—and over that fad foreign influ.
ence,and domeftic dxfumon, which he prophetlcally appre-
hended would JeOpardIZe, i hot deﬁroy the liberties of his
| country Have not his forbodmgs been too much realized
| already 7 What WASHINGTON, BU RKE, AMEb, and other
gréat men long fihce: pred:&eé ‘we begin to feel, Thofe
déep and pehetraﬁng\ fouls laid 0pen “the plota and dangers,
which would: Bdfét the fair Templé of Freedbm, and would
call for our unrémlttmg Watchfulnefs and exertlons to
-~ répél. | o |
The'friends of law, rehgldﬁ and virtiie have wept at the
fecret and bdld -progrefs ot mﬁdelity, Ilcehtlobfnefs and an-
- arch{—our ears have rung‘ with alarms excited b) the neww-
| fangled philofophy of the age—a philofophy which was mﬁch-
oufly ziming a deadly Blow at all the good old nOtanS of
morality and: ofder—which derided religion, fCOH’ed at con-
{cience and morality, and denied thi¢ 1mmortahty Of‘ Man-—-—
a philofophy which- was addreffed to the low and natrow
prejudices and paflions of the world, and aptly calculated
to undermine all the ancient land-marks, anid bonds of du-
ty and fociety, and deftroy the beft' Liopes and interefts of
the civilized world. Thefe licéntious principles, thefe pert
and fuperficial doctrines, have endangered that fober and
manly habit, that orderly and dignified education and de-
corumi, which once adorned and exaltéd the American
charalter.

While thefe alarms refted in predictions, we were at lib
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erty to doubt the reality of the caufes which excited them,
and the effect of the evils apprehended : but long fince all
doubt and obfcurity have been removed, ard the French
Government has outftripped in real profanation, apoftacy
and ufurpation, the utmoft limits of the moft credulous
-apprehenfion. - l
- . Bloody and barbarous revolutions grew out of this phi-
lofophy and licentioufnefs—To thefe may be afcribed the
. horrid execution of America’s great and royal friend, Lew- |
is XVIth, and that of his beautiful‘and accomplithed Queen,
“beneath the bloody axe of the guilotine, and in the midft of z
the infatuated, inconftant, ungréteful and deluded people.~—
To thefe the untimely death of their blooming, gulitlefs chil-
] ‘dren-»—the ‘murder of thoufands of the ‘beft citizens of
France—-the maffacre and banithment of her Clergy-—-ﬁle |
difgrace and fufferings of Fayette, that bnght rep_ubhcax_x,
who laid bare his arm for our liberties—the eftablifhment
and ufurpzition of a bloody iron-girt military defpotifm, over
all France, and moft of Europe. This philofophy or licen-
tioufnefs was the dividing, diftracting machine, which pav--
ed the way for eafy conqueft and tyranny over the nations
of Europe —Let us beware ! ! |
There was a time when we pafled over the phrenzy and -'
follies of France, becaufe we had fuppofed her ﬂ:rugghng for
her own Independence, and we felfithly flattered ourfelves
that the would not meleft us or our rights‘ ; but that delu«
fion is alfo over. The iron hearted Corfican, whofe feel.
ings, (fuch as nature in parfimonious mood afforded  him),
had been calliced in foreign and domeftic wars, came upon

the ftage and ufurped the government at the point of the

-
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bayonet! Then Gallic liberty ¢ faddened at the fcene,”’ and
drooped and died! Still, however, the hypocritical tyrant
talked of liberty and right ! He affumed tlte Confulfhip for
life—became Emperor—and fixed the fovereign power of
Francein his family—and, lamentable refult of the Frenck:
Revolution, the nation acquiefced !!

As thefe things progrefled, he difcouraged commerce and
indnﬁry and led the tame vaffals he ruled, from arts, bufi-
. nefs and ufeful life, to butchery and perpetual war. He in-
~ fulted and abufed other nations, trampled over and difmem-

* bered all within his grafp, and proudly attempted the con-
* queft of the world. And although all Tyrants have found
. the globe too large for their grafp, yet he has too well fuc-
ceeded. See the downcaft weeping natioas in fackcloth
and mourning, where liberty, order and happinefs; had for
ages repofed ! They have fallen | Thier names are becom-
ing extin@ from the liit of natio.is—Confcriptions and mik-
tary defpotifm are the miferable fruits of their credulity and
degradation, and death withouat mercy follows the leaft ef-
fort at liberty. |

- Amongft the agonizing nations, behold SpaiN, the clofe
friend and ally of France. Can the moft indifferent heart
view her treatment without indignation ? Under the pre-
tence of friendfhip and love, (fuch as the Tyrant profefles
for us) Napoleon nourifhed in the heart of that country,a
' wicked and infernal cabal—an unnatural jealoufy and con-

i@ between father and fon. Bribery and perfidy in their
~ blackeft form aided his diabolical plot. Both the king and
fon were cajoled and ruined, and now languith in the prif-
ons of this perfidious monfter, while their bleeding and dif-
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traced country and friends have ever fince endured all the
mercilefs horrors of the worft of wars.

MAGNANIMOUS AND GeNEROUS AMERICANS,

Has ancient Hefperia, has modern, amicable Spain, no
cliim upon your.pity and good withes? Is there no compar-
ifon between her fituation, and yours at the Revolution? .
Has a cold policy, or rather impolicy fiifled every fympathetic,
~ every generous emotion of our hearts! Can you not feel
for this infulied and lacerated nation ?—Wafhington and
your fathers, if alive, could pour out their fouls in her
Caufe. S

Ruffia, has likewife been affailed with all the Intrigue,
Perfidy and force, which Napoledn could marfhal. But
thank Heaven, Ruflia yet fiands, firm as Atlis, ¢ tru{ﬁ.n'g‘
in God, and full of courage.”

My COUNPRYMEN,

Do ye feel much friendfhip, much zeal or
Gratitude for this French or Corfican power ? If mot, ifit 5
improper that we fhould, then our late Policy has been
wrong, our complacency to Napoleon, under his ihdigni-%
ties and cominands, has been wrong—and our war and all its
horrors are wrong. |

Whofe bofom does not burn with indignation, as he
brings to mind the abufes and infults of this more than
Czfar. Has he not officially declared war for us? Has ke
not told our.government that we were lefs free and Inde-
pendent than the flaves of Jamaica—that we were deftitute
of honor—that we fhould take fide in the war, &c. Has he
not refufed compenfation for his burnings and conﬁfcations,

and even to make a decenftrcaty £ Has he pot-publicly told
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us that his decrees were repealed, and with the fame breath
pubiicly and infultingly declared to Europe and the world,
that they ftill were -and fhould be the fundamental laws of
his Empire!* Gracious heaven ! Are we pertectly infenfi-
ble? Do we bear fuch infults from G. Britain? Are we
thofe brutes which Napoleon hLas ftiled us ? Have his arts
and cunning unnerved and debafed the American chara&-
er, and prepared us for flavery ? No—fellow-citizens, I truft
in heaven, that we are yet as a people, uncorrupted.

- This fubje, as it is the root of our war and divifions
muft be more fully {canned. ~ With this French philofophy
and partiality arofe in our country—enmity to WasHinG-
Ton and his friends, and oppofition to his policy and meal-
ures—Diftruft againit federalifm and every thing federal.—
Hence a na\;y, ence commerce, became unpopular with a
party, and even the venerable charater of WasningTON
was denounced, as  legalizing corruption” ! 'f—Rath and
{yftematic perfecution of the old federal aflociates of W asH-
iNeTON followed, and banifhment from office and proftra-
tion of reputation feemed to be the forfeiture impofed up-
on fuch as refufed obcdience to this new order. The difci-

* This duplicity and intriges ought to be exposed. Bonaparte
foresaw that by secretly telling us that he repealed his decrees, and
still denying it to Englan:d and the world, and confiscating ogr prop-
erty under them, he should biing us into war witit England—As
England would not repeal her retaliatory orders while such was the
state of things. The trap was archly laid and we were easily caught.
Or as Mr. Grundy, a warm [adisonian, said—¢ I'rance has tied
a knot about us.”—Arnd we bear it with all the meekness of Moses.

1 Sce Duane’s Aurora, the leading democratic paper at Phila-
delphia.
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ples and fcholars of WasHiNGTON, fuch as Hamiltion, Pick-

erino, Ames, Lee, Lingan, €5c. were denounced as tories »nd

traits: ! Let not our paffions rife too high, at fuch baferefs -

and ingratitude. Such were the effeds of Gallic intrigue
and domeftic demagogues, it was not the real voice of Amer-
icans. As thofe revilers and oppofers of WasuINGTON
came into power, a fyftem of political quackery followed—
French councils prevatled—and laft of all, came over our
land, like the foul plagues of Egypt, commercial refiriclions,
permanent EMBARGO, foreign collifions, domeftic madnefs, azzd ruizn-
ous WAR ! | LT
And what is this war ? It is the youngeft monfter of a
perverfe policy—the ill gotten offspring of our national cab-
inet. Isit not virtually a French war 2 Was it not com-
pletely calculated to deprefs the nit’mns, contending againft
France for their Independence ? And fill more ruindps, did
it not directly tend to fap the whole refources of the coun-
try, to deftroy our commerce, to divide and diftrefs the
whole people, to retard the advance of our Républic, and
to load the nation with the moft grievous burdens .?’And
is there, was there, an object probably to be gained by it,
of adequate importance ! And are not the cruelties, the op-
preflions and miferies of this ill-judged war, {ufficient to
harrow up the feelings, and excité the afperity of the Amex:-
ican people ? And will they not demand of their rulers the
caufes and the objets of this extraordinary policy ? Is the
lofs of Michigan Territory, without one decent effort to
regain it ! Is the deftruétion of our wholz trade, revenue
and ffheries? Are death, murder, and horrid rapine,
throughout our borders, fubjeéts of little concern ?

C e e e —————— Ay Sbhe — bttt - Attt W Bl © o B oo
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- On this fubje& my heart is full, but I muft not attempt
to move your fenfibilities ; they might be too acute. I muft
-~ fpeak forth like St. Paul, the words of fobernefs and truth.
* Allwill 2dmit that in free governments, no general wars
osght to be waged, but it extreme cafes, and then with
gveat caution, union, and due prepara'tibn.A Is the prefent
miferable conteft of that nature ? Is not mere etiquette and
pretended honor, among the profeffed canfes ? If war with-
out great caufe and a reafonable obje&, rages, do no heart-

rerdifg agonies plead againtt it ? Do no violated rights, ex-
pufed, tamithed, znd ravaged fections of the Unioﬁ, remon-
~ ftrate againft it # Do no bleeding friends and relations im-
 plore the ftay of the devouring fword! Is ihe facrifice of
: whiole armies in the Weft and North, no caufe of lamenta-
fion ? Are there no dear friends of Davis, Pike, Law-

#encE, LubL .w, and along roll of promifing officers and

. foldiers to weep over their blighted profpects and untimely
~ deaths? And muft this bloody confli be treated by its
~ authors, as common and indifferent buﬁnefs, without fyft-
" em, without caution, without energy ! Alas! alas | the

tears and agonies it produces muft roufe the {flumbering
- fenfibilities of the American family. In all parts a {pirit of
. anxiety and alarm begins to prevail. War, bloodfbed and un-
bounded taxes,* are not fuch trifling things as fome imagine.
Cain any one be cold and indifferent while his relations and
friends, without the profpe@ of honor, are expofed to the
tomahawk and bayonet ?

Some of you, my friends, can realize, by painful experi-
ence, the dread fupfence, the cruel forebodings which the

___* The figst edition is out==0nr state isto pay abont 100,000 dollars'!
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expofure of fathers, brothers, or fons, to cold, ficknefs, and
momentary death by the deadly weapons of war, produces
in the affeCtionate and benevolent bofom ! What are the
anxious mother’s feelings, for her beloved fons; expofed, or
mangled and butchered in the war ! Does the tender fifer
forget to feel and lament for her precious brothers, dragged: -
off by little defenceles bands, for flaughter or imprifon-
ment? Does not the wife, all lonely and forlorn, with her
prattling “ little ones,” all hugged clofer -to her bleeding
bofom, call upon the pity of her coantry, while the partner:
of her youth, her friend, is put far away in the ranks of war,
and perhaps bleeding, or giving up the ghoft! Is not Ra- |
ma full of voices, weeping and wailing for lcdt childrer: and
friends, and refufing 70 be comforted, becawfe they are not ! Ave |
not the tents of the American Hrael in affliion? and are
not many venerable Davids exclaiming in all the bitternefs
and anguith of defpair—“ O my fon Abfolom, my for, my
fon Abfolom! Would GodI had died for thee ; O Ab-
folom, my fon, my fon !”

Nor have we yet done with the fad effe@s of fuch wars.
The public morals and habits are vitiated, and the future/
welfare and order of the country is jeopardized by the in-
undation of indolence and corruption, which ever follow in
the train of war. Our children and pofterity are expofed,
and the liberties of the Republic endangered. Such wars
in free countries are generally condufted miferably, and
this impolitic one of ours, will be profecuted with imbecility
and our bluftering vengeance will recoil upon ourfelves.

The downright madnefs in adopting, and the obvious

1mprovidence and mifmanagement in conduéling, this un-
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fortunate conteft, have almoft ruined the country, and be-
gin to thake the popularity of our Virginian adminiftration.
No other fet of men could have foothed the refentment and
difaffe@ion of the cotnmunity, one half {o long under fuch a

feries of extravagance and mifmanagement. With all the
notfe and parade, the loans, taxes and expence, nothing is
yet done. What ‘have the war advocates of the Weft and
Soutli yet done ? Have they retaken Detroit, or protected
the frontiers ? Have they driven the red foes back from
our lands ¢ Bat things are now drawing toa crifis. Mr.
Madifon muft eithier diffulve partnerfhip with Napoleon, and
give uphls French citizenthip, or, my life on it, the people
will break with him.* Our citizens will not be the paflive
-dupes' of any man, or fet of men. They are not to be filenc-
ed into flavery by Baltimore Mobs, or Gallic threats. They
will examine, and underftand and maintain their rights and
intereﬁs. Let war or peace prevail, their liberties are not
to fleep: ’ They. will fcrutinize the affairs of their govern-
ment, and fearch out all the late juggling of France. They
will be faithful to themieives, and reftore commerce and
peﬁce to their country. Maffachufetts, New-York, and all
the Eaftern and middle ftates are awake and alive to the dan-
gers and fatal tendency of our late meafures. Many gezer-
ous and bold {pirits, {uch as cleave to Wasstineion and
his {chool are rifing up throughout the Union. And that
liberty and impartial policy for which, in proud and happy
communion, the patriots of the North and South, the Eaf?

* Some army gentry, ard devotees of the Visginian policy, war, taxes, French par-

tiality, &c. affected to be highly displeased at the Speaker’s laghing Napoleon,

and warning Madison—*¢ wHaT A pity !”




e I 777

and Wef?, ftruggled together through the Revolution, is
gaining ftrength and advocates, from Orleans to Maine. Mr.
Madifon muft retrace and corre@ his fteps—Reftore, com-
merce and peace—He muft refpeét the great interefls of
the people, the eaftern and middle ftates, where the buﬁneﬁs'
and revenue of the country centers, and the example and
policy of Was«iNGTON, or his Dynafty muft fall. Did I

i

not know the great movers of this war, I thould, from its
management, fufpect, that fome revengeful {pirit, like Nero,i
burning Rome, had been urged into the meafure, and was
profecuting the bloody farce to punifh the péople he hatéd.ié
And the filly railing about the federalifts and oppofition noté
being more zealous, and this urged as an excufe for fnChi
want of prudence or ability, is the climax of folly. Afier|
the adminiftration has refufed to admit the federalifts and
minority to any fhare or influence in the civil adminiftra-
tion, is it reafonable to expect or afk for their cordial aid
and fervices in the military, more efpecially in a war pro-
fefledly declared as a war of Honor ! It would feem almoft
indeccrous to ftand in the way of the war advocates in this
field of Honor. | |

" Pzack now appears to be the only refuge of the admin.
iftration.  We hail the fad neceflity, while we mourn at
paft impolicy. 'We have reforted to /Joans and Jpeculations,
till we have no means to pay an army, We muft have:
peace, or raife forty millions by direc? taxes. If a fimilar tax
of two millions overthrew the adminiftration of Mr. Adams,
what can Mr. Madifon expe@ from one of forty millions,
when lofs of bufinefs, embargoes, and {carcity have almoft
beggared the country ? And I challenge the whole adminif-




18

——— ]

tration, from Mr. Madifon to the humbleft office-hoider,

todeny, with any regard to truth, that the experces and

public , lofles for the current year, will be lefs than fifty or-
fixty millions of dollars !" This is fomething, yet it is only

the fir/? fruits, the beginning of this economical, prudent,

and honorable war !! Yet thould this feeble expectation

of forced peace fail—thould our adminiftration préfer a con-
tinuance of this war, to peace, and condud it with the like

inability, is there left us any hope or folace ?

AMERICANS !
- There is—Bez mild as the morning fun, which beams

its welcomie rays upon the drooping world —Be true and
faithful as the polar ftar, which fparkles in the northern
fky—be firm and ftedfait as the mountains wlnch furround
~ you,in the caufe of WasHING roN and #ruth, Fear not the
refult. Bad and tyrannical policy muft ceafe to be admired,
and ceafe to be endured. Let the good of all partics not be
. difheartened, but rally under the banners and principles of

 WASHINGTON. Let us convince our country not to be
much longer cajoled by Napoleon.  Let us rejoice, that:
Spain holds out againft the Tyrant. Let us admire the gal.
~ lantry of Ruffia, and feek the friendfhip and trade of ¢ Al
EXAND:R THe DELIVERER,” that light, that flar in the Eaf;
which is leading the nations to Independence. Now is the aw-
fulicrifis,whether the world is to be ¥berated 0. e:/flaved ; and
" the nations view the great and interefting confliét in Europe,
as they formerly beheld the battles of Marathom, Pharfa-
lia, and Philippi, and more recently, thofe of Jena, Efling
- and Borodina, whete liberty and ufuspation were defperate-
ly contending.: ‘Should the Corfican prevail over Ruflia
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and England, we mourn almof? as without hope. Hear the el
oquent Mr. HArPER on this fubje® : —“ France'then becomes
cmnipotent. Wilb the icy arms of death, fbe embraces both heme
ifpheres. The deadiy fiade of her dominion fpreads over the
land and the fea.  Noihin; remains for the reft of the world
but tame and flavifb fubmiffion. Further refiftance would be in«
effeual, or effectual only for the dq/.?ruﬁion of its authors. All
would foon fbrivk from fo hopelefs an attempt, andthe durk and
cold night of unsverfal defpotifin, would once more fettle over the
human race!” But we have this confolation left us, that be
the viGory or difcomfiture the confequence of this cam-
paign, unlefs Alexander be wanting to himfelf, his empire
wilt not fall. The die is caft, and it is againft Bonaparte.
'The Ruffian armies may venture too much and advance too
far, but the courage and zeal of Alexander’s troops, the'good-
nefs of their caufe, the extent and refources of his empire,
and their abhorrence of treafon and intrigue, alt form a bul-
wark againft the feductions and arms of Bomaparte, which
“ laughs at danger, and derides the florm.” The flares of
Moscow, while they illuminate the vaft welkin, the arched
canopy of heaven, faddened and difmayed the invader’s
heart. He beheld in the angry flames of Ruffia’s ancient
capitol, a facrifice and devotion to her Independence and
glory, which ¢ harrowed up his foul.,” He belield a deteft-
ation of his war, and an invincible, incorruptible {fpirit
throughout the Ruflian empire, which told him, all was /38 ¢/
From that moment imbecility and defeat have marked his
career. This defperate proftration of Mofcew, this proof of
Ruflian loyalty and firm oppofition to tyranny and flavery,

roufed up-the lumbering fenfes of the world, and waked.
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ather nations to a love of freedom. Let us say, in the
beautiful language of the late Orator at Georgetown :—
“ Russia! goon I=—Solomg as thine arm fbail wield the fword

of yuflice, or the deliverance of nations mark the progrefs of thy

}ﬁarcb, may ‘vt'c‘Zorj perch on thy flandard, and the prayers of

,”

refcued bamanity, fpeed the triumph of thine arms !
- Our prefervatmn,under providence,alfo depends upon our-

felves—upona frank and honorable return to the policy and

meafures of Wafbington, our American Mofes. He deprecated
and avoided war and bloodfhed,buthemetthemwith iirmnefs
and energy. Let us diveft ourfelves of all prejudice and obfti-

nacy,and cordially recurn to our true and “fr# love,” our for-

-mer prudent,wife and impartial courfe. And cruel as G. Brit-

ain is, and competent as fhe is to fupport offenfive and per-
petual wars, believe me, fellow-citizens, our prefent unprof-
itable warfare, (unprofitable to both parties,) will foon be
over ; and peace and commerce, which is the beft fort of
“ FREE TRDE AND SAILUR’S RIGHTS,” will be the happy re-
fult. Let us likewife cherifh the arts and fciences, and the
found morality and religion of our fathers. Thefe ought
to flourith at all times, and never be buried by the rough
fcenes of war. Education, moraiity and religion, are the
wakeful enemies of corruption and tyranny, and the beft
confervators of our liberties 2 prefperity.—FiNnaLLy—

Bt AMERICANS, AND ALL 15 WeLl.

OFFIc:RS AND M:MBERS ¥ THE SOCI=TY.

I fhall detain you but a few moments longer. We
have cordially united with the citizens in general, this day,
to render a tribute of praife to our great mafter and friend,

the illuftrious WasnincTON, and to honor the day which

——a--“‘
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began our exiftence as 2 nation. It was a proud day for

Americans, and will always be remembered. Although the

fcene has become familiar from its frequent return, and al-

though our proipe@s are gloomy and diftrefling ; yet it

can never be uninterefling to the difciples of WasningTON.
‘We may on thefedays look back upon the fair page of A-’
merican hiftory, when WasnincToN and his comrades,
when the north and fouth, all bravely contendad for then'
nghts and liberties. We can drop the tear for the lofs of
our fathers and friends, the aQors in that neceffary war—:
can admire the devotion and love to country which fnp-;
ported and led them through the awful and dangerous con-
teft ; and render thanks to the majefly on btgb for their ulti--
mate fuccefs.

The war in which we are now engaged, is the revet‘ﬁe

. of that Revolution. But it may do good. It nﬁy bring
Americans to themfelves, and teach them the richnefs and
beauty of peace. It may revive in them the love of Wasn-
INGTON and his great prudent and neutral policy.  This
diftrefling voice o war, if any thing, will fpeak to our hearts, -
and call the American family from their wanderings and
apoftacy, back to the counfels and love of WasHINGTON.—
It has already given new and lafting proof of the utility of
a naval force, by fhe-ving what could be done. It will chaf- -
ten our ambition and folly as a people, and effectually wean
us from French philofophy and French liberty.

Go on, ye difciples of the venerable and holy caufe of
WasHiNGToN and BenevoLence !—Your “Caufe is deeply
conneded with the welfare of our beloved country, and de-
mands your perfeverance and zeal. And, O our political |

W
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~ deceafed Father 1 Forgive the coldnefs and ingratitude of
 our country—Forgive its blindnefs and apoftacy. And
may we all hope to redouble our zeal, and by united efforts,
compenfate for tize ingr’af_itude of years! And wilt thou, O
Father of heaven and earth ! accept our acknowledgments
for thiy manifold bleflings, and hear oyr continued prayers
for the falvation of cur covatry, < and when thou heareft,

forgive !

‘GENTLEMEN OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS, THE ESCORT.

‘You reprefent a part of that brave military force
which, under heaven, is our fhield and defence. The £qgf-
ern and Yankee militia, as well as the brave Green Mountain
hq:, aiways received the approbation and plaudits of that
immortal Chief, whofe praifes we have this day celebrated.
He knew them well—He knew more, he was acquaiated
with human nature. A new-fangled fyftem affects to treat
us with negle and derifion : but asour fentimental poet*
this day fings—

“ What though his foes had fain eras’d

¢ The characters his hand had trac’d
“ In lineaments of light ;

“ They might as well, with vain essay,

“ Attempt to shroud the source of day,
“ With shades of endless night.”

We thank you for the honor done us, by vour gener-
ous attendance. We know that you are fouls of the right
ftamp, and admirers of him who led our fathers to liberty
and glory. We rejoice that we do not depend upon rough,

¥ My, Tionas G, FEssEnNDEN.
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ignorant, mercenary legions, c)nscriprs or Gens De
Arms for our proteftion, but on yox, our brothers and
friends. When war becomes indifpenfable. a war worthy
the high deftinies of our Republic, your courage and glo-
ry will {hine pre-eminent—And you will never forget the
grear example and advice of the illuftrious Sage and Soldier
of Vernon—your fathers’ friend and general, and your

own beft example and guide.

[ Here foliowed a bricf Address to the youth who led the procession,

«itable to their age and condition.]




