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Anx QRATION,

THE aftonithing changes which have been effeed in the world,

from the firlt organization of civil fociety, to the prefent day,
have always afforded the moft fublime, interciting, and inftrudtive
{fubje&s for contemplation, To develope the caufes, and to trace
the eﬁe&s, of the nﬁ,, and declenfion of States ; and through all
their various revolutions, to difcover the finger of Providence,
controuling the paflions of men, againlt their own will compell-
ing them to be happy, and from the greateft apparent cvil, {till
deducing greater good, has ever afforded the moft dehohtful em-
ployment to the pious philofophic mind.  And the tatefman has
found it equ.,llly lmprm.rmg to examine CVCry 1mportant event, and
from the misfortunes of other nations, lcarn to avoid the caufes
ot their mifery, or with better ikill to {teer through ftorms ot con-
vullion to the harbor of peace and fafety.

Every fucceeding age has witncfled the overthrow, ot gradual
dcchne of fome nation or empire, once illuftrious in the annals of
by world : and every century has beheld the rifing glory of fome
*’oung State, increcaling i1a defiance of oppoﬁuun, and demanding
a diftinguifhed place among the nations of the earth.

But although every age has been charaerized by f{imilar chan-
ges an4 revolutions, cach has not been cqually remarkable. And
compared with any other, the prefent century f{tands perhaps un-
rivalled.  Though in carlier times, the little provinces of Greece,

by their prowcfs iu arms, and improvement in the arts, claimed
and enjoyed the preemiuence over the world befide ; tho Alexan-

der in twelve years revoluticniced the world ; and Czfar after-
wards ravaged three quarters of the globe ; {till the laft thirty years
have witnefled cvents more extraordinary, and may challenge the
hlﬁory of any period fince the creation for a parallel,

Among the firft of important events which have taken place
within this pertod, s the revolution of the United States of Ame-
rica. A revolution which excited the aftonithment of every older
pation, aud indeed afforded the molt ample room for their amaze-
ment. Three hundred and feven years only have now elapfed,
fince, under the guidance of Columbus, the firft Eurqpean fhip
- reached the fhores of America; not more than two hunl,Urcd {ince
, the
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ne firlt fettlement in Vm;mn, by Sir Walter Rllelcﬂ 1; ans one
undred and feventy-eight ince driven by the umdcmmﬁ {everity
‘ot Archbithop Laud, a tew aclive and enterprifing hufbandmen
tefr thetr nanive country, and ettuéied the firft fettlement on the
coaft of New-iingland.  How amazing fince then has been the
change 11 h!l!l”IMI aftairs.  America was then rude, and unculu-
vated 5 inhabited by a race of men who poflefied no fixed habita-
tion, had tew 1deas of property, and tru ’cing {olely te the chace
tor fupport, neglected cvery 1mplm ement of the foil. 1t prefent-
ed only the drc.,,tr}/ alpelt ot a region ten thoufand miles in length,
and one third as many in breadth, covered by one extenfive forclt,
and forming a boundle{s haunt for animals of prey, or for m: i
equally favage and ferocious.  To recover fuch a continent fro. -
‘1ts native barbarity, was a tafk, which men enterprifing like ous
fathers would alone have the courage to undertake, or be able
accomplith.  duch wags their zeal howcver, that no obitacle wa:
10 them-Unfurmountab]c, and no degree of hardfhip too p..mmt‘; (1
be endured. With the moft unremitted perfeverance did e
ftrugsle wity cold, with lmntrcr, with fatigue and danger, a. |
what was perhops the moft diftrefling of all, the | hoftiic durpofitions,
and conftant incurfions of the natives. DBy their ..'f'gmc.)un eXer-
tions they vanquifhed every difliculty, and in {pitec of oppeition
ceftablithed the Colontes.  Their rapid increafe, fince then, hac
exceeded 21l human calculation.  Where once was a toreft that
‘knew ne limits but the ocecan, or where wore an bandtul of G-
gers, peor, and nececlfitous, and 1}*‘up;tr1m’r wwlh extreme o Gy
‘procure 2 {canty fubfiftence, appear now, citics, that may v with
any of the old world for b(umty ot ﬁ*ua*m", or clegance of M o
towns, - that every where embelhih a pnpubus am' frutit . co wn-
try, and ficlds that opentng on the view in all “he luxnnance of
‘fa.ruhty and prohfication, prefent to the admiring eye, thes T rof-
*p(,& of an extended garden.  Along thoie fhores where a few tot-
tcrmg Canocs once lloven,d many a4 grove of maits rifes to the
view, and the long tract of occan appears whitened with the flow.,
ing canvafs of our fleets.  Our population has increafed commea-
furately with the extention of our tevritory, and the number ot
our citizens may now be eftimured ar fix millions of pecple.  In
_~pr0portion to this number, no natton on the globe can produce {o
‘hardy, numcrous, and cffective a military force.
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It is not extraordinary that {o rapid an angmentation of wealth
and power, with a pcople of {o independent a fpirit as the inha-
bitants of the Awmerican colonies, fhould excite a jealoufy im the
mother country.  The miniftry of Great-Britain were not weak
inen, or 1l verfed in the h:itnry of nations ; and they were not
mittaken, when they imagined that fuch men would one day break

the connekion that bound them to the mother country, and citab-
* ' ) Liih
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hfh a government of ther own,  The moaluves they purfued were.
rather dictated by fate policy, than tnfluenced by the value of the

revenuc they exped &ed imm: *(*l’ndx to receive. Th«’y {aw the ne- .
ceflity of eftabl; Hning in the ¢ olonics a kind of TOVEERIMent, which’
{hould derive s Jllthull[)’ more immediately from the (‘rnw n, and
of courfec be more devoted to the 1ateredt 01 0 m'laml The DOW -
er, and cnergy ot this government, were to be mppmtc*d 1‘») a T
litary force 1ul L(,lt.htly powertul to counteract any wilie of the

people for emancipation, or any dire ¢ attemipt to regarp thetr
freedom.

That this policy was wife s it regarded the mother conpiry,
admits not of a duubr and the mealuyes which tucceeded, and
terminated hoawly e acknowledgment ot cur wdependence,
prove only, that it was adented at oo late o pervog, when the
colonies harl ac quirea fuﬂu_u_.nt ftrength to renil any attempts at
thoiv [nbjugation.  ©They Lnw thmuwh the nfratous policy and
irmly oppaoled every attack on their {,U[lﬁlt!l enal 1rghts., Theiy
retiftance was crowned with fuccefs 5 wud afier a war of cight
years, they had the fatisfaction of fecing their ecnemy retire from
their coaft duif.at(.d ‘and .acknowledge their voc onditional inde-
pendenice, |

. )

. Declivered thus from the voke of a forcign countyy, f\nw 1y
sound herfclt ina novel fitwation. Her gene ral COVE r“m(,wt Wit
derived 1ts- “mthf)rlty from the common d..v.nm ¢ of the prople, was
found, when that danger.was over, to be nmwui( (s, and vord of
cnergy. It poﬂf_ﬂ d 1mleed as the 1 Iinge N1OUS dnth(n‘ ot 1 1119'1,.
obicrves, ¢ g powcer o d(’Vlf(‘: and rf.u)mm(,l.d , Lo I)lt.dé\u e
public taith, without being able to give any {ccurity for the re-
demption: ,,

A general government poffeflfed of powersamore ample, and more .
properly diftributed, was tound to be mdnpuxfabl(,. Delegates
from the {everal ﬂdtes met, and formed a gouihmtmn, the 110;1”
and {ecurity of cvery Amcrlcan. How long iv at'm.y remagn un-
corrupted by taction, 11111‘1”{1(,, or national de pmvn} , OF. Imfhakcn
by forcign aggreflian, time alone can (I(* mmn c.. This haweyer
we can fay at lealt, that it appears 10 policls cvery ! thing ro qm{ (e
to 1ts permanernce, and that under it we l ave enjoved greater tree-
dom, and fecurlty, and have been ruled by more wholcfome laws,
than ar% *a%ﬂople 1D any age or country. Virtue has been hitherto
the ruli@ principle of its adminiftration, and cvery rule ot juftice
and humamty has been exercifed towards netions with which we
had intercourfc. DBy {uch a-courfe or procceding, lﬁ was fondly
“hoped that an univerfal attachment to it woold have’ p‘fcv' iled a-
mong our citizens, and that we fhould have 1o mained unn olefted.
by any forcign enemy. .Inboth however, the withes o m}n legif-

. al O
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lators: have partially failed. 'We have not cxifted without inter-

nal commotion, the offspring of a difcontented, Jacobinical fac-
tion, and many infults and aggreflions from abroad.

Infurre@ions are what every government muft at times experi-
ence. Men there are in all countries ambitious of fame, and de-
void of morals; who catch at every means of acquiring diftin&tion ;
and who when difappointed in their favorite purfuits, harbor a
moft implacable fpirit of revenge, againft the adminiftration, or
thofe by whom they are fupplanted. An ambitious atheift 1s a°
chara&ter fent into the world to be the plague of fociety. 'Lhe
love of glory is a moft predominant paffion, "and when unreftrain-
ed by virtue and religion, is the moft dreadful foc of focial felicity.
Chara&ers of fuch a flamp, will delight in embroiling {ociety, 1n
unhinging all order and authority, in exciting divilions between
the governed and the governors, in lighting the torch of civil war,
and deftroying the peace and happinefs of mankind. It is their
only chance of being diftinguifhed, and for the fake of diftintion
no condu& is too atrocious to be purfued, and no crime too enor-
mous to be committed, The principle which Milton gives to one
of his infernals, is with them carried into complete praltice,—
¢¢ better to rule in Hell, than ferve in Heaven.” It is indced a

deplorable circumftance, that fuch characers fhould exift, to be
the difgrace of their kind ; and ftill more is it to be deplored, that

they fhould be found in a country, fo peculiarly favored by Hea-
ven as ours, But it is a confoling refleGtion that they do not a-°
bound, and that the fcw who do exift among us, are held in a toil

by the friends of our government, and are crufhed at a blow, when
they dare to appear publicly as its encmies.

The injurics, and infults we have {uftained from abroad, date
their commencement from the revolution in France : one of the
moft extraordinary cvents, and moft deftrutive *in its confequen-

ces to human happinef{s, that the annals of the world have ever
recorded., |

It is my defign to make fome remarks on fome of the leading
incidents of this revolution, fuch as will difcover the true {yftem

of their policy, what relation it bears to other countrigs, and
what meafures ought 1n confequencc to be adopted.

It has been very generally fuppofed by people in this country,
that the officers and foldiers of the French king, who ferved in

the Amerigan war, imbibed here the principles of frec :n, and by

viewing their happy effeéts on fociety, conceived a difaffeCtion to

the government of France, at that time an abfolute monarchy ;

tnat, on their return, they dileminated thefe principles, and were
- ‘ 1%}

%
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in fa& the primary authors of the vevolution. They might, and
probably did, become in a degree diflatishicd with their own ad-
miniftation, and this may have facilitated the revolution, but cer-

tainly it did not derive 1its origin tfrom them. * Some. late dilco-
veries prove, that for more than forty years paft there have exifted
in France, and other parts of Europe, combinations of men, the
molt diftingutthed for lesyning and talents, centemplating, not
only the difloluticn -of the monarchy 11 Irance, but the abol-
{hment of all civil government, together with the Chriftian relia
cion from the world.  "The firlt object of thele fecret combinations
was only the abolithment of chriftianity ; and was originally con-
templated by Voltaire, in conjunction with Frederic the Great,,
king of Pruflia, and D’'Alembert, the head of the French academy.
"T'he plan was atter the death of Frederic, extended to government
of every kind, whether religicus, or civil. "lo eftect this great
dcfign,  Voltaire, D’Alembert, with mcft or the leading men 1n
the academy, gained firft an tyfluence over cvery prefs, 1n Paris,
and fuppreiled every thing in favor either of chritt:anity, or mo-
rality, while they fuffercd volumes oi the moit indecent attacks on
both, to pour from them daily. The dcftruction of civil authority

was to be cffeted, by every wiiere exciting difcontent and jealoufy
between kings and {fubje&s, governed and governors, till they were
weakened by repeated infurreétions, and civil wars, and then to
raifc themfelves on the ruin of every conftitutive authority, to.au
univerfal domination over the world.

Secret focieties were every where formed, in which difcourfes,
and debates were holden, on the beft means of cfkeéting thefe great
purpofes of delivering mankind from the tyranny of f{uperitition
and {lavery.

By tyranny was intended government of whatever kind, howe.
ver lawful or mild; for it was an cltablifhed principle, that fub-
miflion to the laws of civil fociety, was the reatelt cvil and enly
apoftacy of mankind. Similar combinations, tor fimilar purpofes,
orevailed alfo in Germany.  Docltrines the moft corruprand dun-
cerous were afliduondly inculcated, particularly among the youth,
and thofe who were fuppofed to poflefs uncommon talents. They
endeavored, and with fuccefs, to corrupt the lodges ot I'reemafon -
ry ; the impenctrable fecrcey, which is a diftinguifthed charadter
itic of thefe lodges, was found admirably to fubferve their defigns,
They did not however long wear the cloak oi trecemalonry 5 an or-
der of their own was inftituted 1777, callee the order of the Tlh-
minati. This fociety was under better vegultations, and was found
0 be better calculated to advance the great Colion, than aoy betorg

) initituted.

» I’:Gl’f:[g?ﬁ.f Procyﬁrj J{!)o’)f Bar?u{.]'.s. ;;/:/[1,3 /-}. 'z_.;'_* ?ﬂ‘/ftirjj! f{; ,:;' _‘..:5; ) .
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inftituted. It was a regular improved fyftem, and {oen attradted
the attention of all the diforganizing combinations. in Germany.

For a long time their machinations were fecretly carried on,
without being noticed by the mafs of the people. Some jealoufies
and divifions at léngth prevailed among them, and hints were drop-
ped which rendered them fulpelted by the government, Their
meetings were prohibited, and all their papers, which could be
tound, feized, and expofed to the public. By thefe all their de-
figns were fully developed ; the end of the inftitution appeared
plainly to be the diforganization of Europe, and the abolition of
every civil and religious reftraint upon the adtions of men. To
do this a fet ot principles were inculcated which ftruck at the root
of every maxim of morality. Oune of their moft remarkable doc-
trines was this, that provided the end to be obtained was good,
every means might lawfully be ufed to accomplifh it. “L'hat no
action was cr: mnal but as it repeed the ultimate effe& to be pro-
duced. Thus, as the order contenraiated only the higheft happi-
nels of mankind, every means that could {ubferve this end, be it
aflaflination, or war, or dcfolation, was {anctified by fo great a
good. Jefus Chrift it was held wifhed to effe&t the fame purpofe,
and difleminate the {ame principles.  But unhappily men were
then not ripe for their reception, and to avoid punifhment trom
the civil authority, he was obliged to throw the fame dolirines
they poflefled 1nto an allegory.  This they aflert he did in a very
cLEVER mauner in the New Teltament.,  This allegory they of
courfe explained to fmt their purpofe.  Forinftance, a ftate of
nature was {ad to be a ftate of pure liberty and equality, mankind
departed from this and fubmitied to civil government § this was
~the fall and onginal fin : the reftoration of mankind to this ftate
of nature, by means ot the Illominati, was regencration or the

iew birth 3 and when this was completed, man was redeemed,
and the kingdom of grace cltabhithed,

It 1s to be obferved however, thut thele doctrines were taught
smiy to the initated, to thofe who had fomie prous qualms, and
- n thefe were perfuaded into the beliet, only™to preparc them
tor the higher myfteries of the order.  T'o be admitted to thele,
ro be tully acqueinted with the grand delign, it was neceflary to
belicve that there was Do God, of courfe no revelation, that the
creatton of miun was_the eftedt of chance, and that the 1dea of 2
touly or ity was falle and abiurd,

The order inerzafed rapidly in Germany, and {orcad abroad in-
o uther C()h'll“"ii“ﬁ : feveral focieties were tormed 1 nglond, and
toine were luliniuted inothis country previoes to the year 1786,
fn Prullia were 2 m*mowr, and the Count de Mirsbeau was ad-
it u AU TUENES Ly wvhore he was minider from, e court of 1) rance.

ke
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He imported it into France, and the fecret {ocieties which exifted
before in the.nation, became immediately i1lluminated. Deifm

and atheifn prevailed at that time among the men of talents, and
great numbers of them were added to the order.  Under their di-
re€tion it was properly fyftematized, and its fuccefs was amazing.
Throughout the whole country were lodges eftablithed, 1n con-
junétion with each other, and dependent on the grand lodge at
Paris, of which the intamous Orleans, or kgalite was grand maf-
ter. The plan of the revolution, the murder of the monarch, and
the affaflination and banifhment of the clergy, were here firft con-
templated. Lhe delign was ripe for execution while all was ftill.
In every fociety it was well underftood and approved. No difco-

very was made until the appointed day, when all France, almoft
at the fame inftant, was in infurrection. "lhe national aflembly
afflumed the authoyity of government 5 and 1n a due courfe of time,

the king, condemnced by a mock tribupal, was brought to the axe.

Since that period we have feen every operation of the party in
power directed to the fame objeét 5 and the principles of illumi-
nation afford a key, to unlock all the fecrets of their policy.—
‘Thefe principles, the convention when fully ¢flablithed in power,
went fo far as publicly 10 avow. Dy a decree as arregantly vain
as 1t was blafphcmous, they declared that there was no God ¢ that
death was an cternal {lcep, and by another, teo indecent to be re-
cited, cvery idea of delicacy, or chaltity, was fcouted, and uni-
verfa!l prollitution was declared to be one ot the laws of nature.
* Untverfal domination in the fulnefs of then lizughtinefs and pride
was acknowledged to be their obje &, Briflot, a leader of the con-
vention, declared in a public addrefs, that the I'rench muft fet fire
to the tour corners of Eur()pc ; and 1n the l'cpiy to the addrefs, by
another member of the convention, to diforganize Europe, is de-
clared to be one of the fublime vocations of the convention. There
Is no doubt, fays Briflot, bur we car cftablifh liberty univerfally,
by exciting the governed againft the governors, and letting the
pecople fec the tactlity, and advantage ot fuch revolutions.  And
the convention iticlt, the {fupreme authority of France, before the
war commenced {ent commiflioners into Belgium, with particular
inftru&tions, to treat as encmics, ail perfons, and cven whole coun-
trics, who fhould rctufe to alter their gorernments according to
her will,  "T'he war was noterioully a war of agereflien and offence
on their part ; and betore 1t breke out they hud completely fettled
their plan of operatione, In Beigwum they were to attack the
emperor @ the king of Fruffia in Weliphaiiz @ Holland was to be
fubdued, and by cperations there, the bunk of England was to be
ruined: a popular government was te be wliituted to put the

{lrength

*Difvute weiih Trance, by R. G. flarper.

£
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itrength of the gouniry hito their hands; and with the affiftance
of this, they were to deltroy the trade of (reat-Britain in Europe,
and make her fupremacy in the Eaft, and Weft Indics rapidly dif-
sppear.  *¢¢ And all this was to be cffefted, by fetting fire to the
four corners of Europe, and exciting the people” every where to
infurreCiion againit the government.

‘This plan is not a fiftion, fabricated fince the war commenced,
it was fully detailed 1n a fpeech made to the convention before the
commencement cf hoftilities, and received with repeated burfts
of applauie.

‘That America was involved with Europe will be evident when
we refiect that at this period Genet came a minifter to this coun-
try. lti1s remarkable that he failed before the declaration of war
by France againft Eogland, yet was directed, to perfuade the go-
vernment of the United States, to make a common caufe with
per agaimt Great-Britaln.,

Never before fince thie creation were defigns like thefe formed.
Never did human beings imagine a projeét {o atrocious. To raife
tiae world 1 arras, to {pread defolation and death over the globe,
and for what ?—"That their ftrength might be wafted, their re-
fources exhaufied, that they might fall an cafly prey to the armies
of liberty, become illuminated, be brought back to a {tate of na-
ture, of pure liberty, and made fit fubjes of their new kingdom
of grace.

With this original defign, every altion of the great republic.
has exactly correfponded.  And deplorable indeed have been the
effelts in Furope.  "Their armies have gone forth to revolution-
ize, plunder, and deftroy.  "Their {ecret emiflaries have penectrat-
cd every country,to {pread the pollution of their abominable prin-
ciples.  Like the peftilence that walketh in darknefs, they are
anfeen, and unknown, while their carruntions and poifons abound,
INo tongue can deferibe, and hardly can apy imagination conceive,
the devaltation, cruclty and diftrefs, of which they have been the
authors.  ln the year 1795, 1t was computed that the enormous
number of two puiiions of people, excluiive of thofe who had pe-
rifned in their armies, had bzen maflucred.  Through ltaly, one
of the moflt finitfu! countries in Furope, they {pread defolation
and deatn : Holland and Belgtum are fubdueed, and Switzerland
iy fince veceived the vake. Vith their proceedings 1n thele
countries yon are weil woonninied, Sufter me however, to men-
con one fact.

*The
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2 The little town of Neuweild in Germany, was governed by
2 prince, whofe delight it was to make his people happy all a-
round him. He fo tar cffected this, that ftiungers vifited 1t as a
curiofity.  This delightful {pot was at laft cnteved by the accur{ed
emiffaries of the Illuminati.  The people were perfuaded that
they were flaves, and thattheir prince was atyrant, Moreau wa
near, and they {ent him an invitation to come with his army, and
give them their liberty.  He came, their gates were thrown open,
and his foldicrs hiberally fupphied with every thing the httic town
could fpare. Contribution however tollewed contribution. "Their
wives and daughters were brutally feized by the foldiery, and thar
houfes pulled down and burnt, In this fituation when a moft ex-
orbitant demand was made on them by Morcau, they waited on
him in a body, and entrcated him to dehlt, tor they had nothing
left. ¢ Nothing left ! replied the infernal monfter, ¢ have we
not left you cyes to weep ?” Barbarity like this can indeed almoft
make a chriftian look up with thanktulnefs; and blefs his God,
that the vellels ot wrath are full, and in {tore, to be poured ou:
in juft vengeance, on beings {o dreadfully abzndoned.

I'rom the fats already recited, and from many more which,
had we time might be noticed, the whole fyllem of French policy
1s explained.  "Lhe motives of their condudt with regard to Ame-
rica, are fully unfclded, and are all caleuluted to fubferve the grand
project of univerfal dominton. Tn perfunde the Antericans to
enter into a common caufe with them, was to flrike an effcQive
blow at the trade of Great-Britain, and make its [upremacy in the
Weft-Tudies rapidly difappear.  We {ind thereiore, that cvery
minifter of France, has inceffantly urged thie neceflity of our em-
barking in thc common caufe ot liberty  And when our com-
merce {uffered by the depredations of Britain, they as repeatedly
urged us to take ctheacious meafures for ity defence. Thefe cfli-
cacious mealures were prefled in fuch a manncer, as fully to intend
a declaration of war. It was our good fortine, or rather it was
by the proteéting providence of God, that we had then 1n the pre-
fidential chair our great and good Wathingion—a man 1in whefe
praife I would attempt to fay fomething, were not applacic loit
upon him, and every encomium I could invent too tecble. e
adopted at that crifis, the only line of policy perhaps that coulid

b
have {aved us from deftruction. A dignitied, and independent
fyftem, yet moderate and jult, "Loo wife to be deluded by intrigue,
and too firm to be fhaken by a menace, he badlled all the infidious
arts of the Republic, and adjulted our differences with England,
upon as fair and equitable 2 fcale, as the cuifting {tate of things
would permit, The directory who had now [uccecded the con-
vennan

* Cannibals’ Progrefs.
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vention were provoked and the refentment of difappointed ambi-
tion appears {trongly in the {pecch of Barras: the molt impudent

and infulting to the United States that can be poffibly conceived.

It is one of thofe appeals to the people, we {o often have heard,

acainlt the proceedings ot their government, and contains an ob-
fervation, on which I wifh to make a remark. Among other af-

{fertions equally falfe and ridiculous, he fays that the Americans
proud of their liberty, will never forget that they owe 1t to France.
'['his claim upon our gratitude for {crvices performed in the revo-
Jutionary war, has, I know, with all unprejudiced peopie, long
fince been exploded.  Sufter me however to note a {aét, to thew
the extreme tolly and abfurdity of their advancing 1t. * The king
of France on entering into the conteft, publifhed a manifefto, de-
claring, that heudid not take up arms to aflift the Americans in
rendering themfelves independent 5 for their independence was al-
rcady cftablifhed beyond the pofhbility of being defeated.  Why
then, 1t may be afked, did he take up arms at all 7 The anfwer
is found in the {ecret ftate papers of Louis X VI, publifhed after
his murder by the convention. Among tucle were found Mr.
Turgot’s fcheme of policy with regard to the United States.  In
it arc thefe remarkable words,—

‘“’The event the moft defirable for the two crowns” (France and
Spain) ¢ will be the redu@ion of the colonies, again under the
voke of England.”  He then proceeds to obferve that before the
reduétion, the war ought to be {pun out, unti] every means of de-
tence had failed, and their refources become completely exhauited
they were then to be given up a {acrifice, to hang as a burden on
Britain, rather than be fuftfered to grow up into an opulent and
powerful nation.  Mr. Turgot was then miniiter of France, and
drew up thts plan for his own immediate pra&icc. And it 1s no-
torious, that l'rance oppofed by cvery means in her power, the
peace in 1782. Whatunparalleled eftrontery was it then in the
dirc&ory, to advance a claim of gratitude, tor fervices done un-
der the monarchy, after publifhing this abomioable policy. Bri-
tain herfclt, was not {o terrible, and malignant an enemy.

Difappointed in their intrigues, the direCtory next affailed us

with threats, and to thefe a&ual hoftilities foon fucceeded. We

arc informed by the apoftate Barlow, that they {uppofed our in-
tereft was the only nerve in which our {fenfibility could be cfrect-
ed, and that the fcizure of our fhips was permitied as a neceflary
chaftifement to bring us to our duty.

Happily

N\,
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Happily for us the illultrious Adams was then advanced to the
prefidency. We trembled on the verge of deltrudtion 5 and-had he
been fupplanted by the American high prieft ot Ilumination, ourt
ruin would probably have been inevitable.  "T'hough not a {oldier
like Wafhington, he was eminently qualified ter the exalted tta-
tion. Perhaps through the whole extent ot America, a man,
better acquainted with the {cience of government, a greater ftatef-
man, or a more profound politicitan, was not to be found. The
wife policy adopted by Wathington, was followed by his fucceflor,
And the republic foon tound he was a man able, and determined;
to protect the honor, and independence ot his country. They
were enraged, a loofe was given to their piratical fleets, and our
commerce {cverely {offered.

Thanks be to that God, who has always been our proteltion,
we now are no longer deprefled by the 1njury.  Spirited detenfive
mcafures have been adopted, and our property on the ocean guard-
ed by our rifing navy. Its fuccefles have been great, and have e-
qualled our warmelt expectutions.  America has fhewn to the
world, that fhe has fons, who tremble not at the cannon of 2
I'rench fleet, and who dare contend with any power on earth.
‘The name of Truxton, ftands enrolled on the lift of fame, and
whoever, 1n future times, f{hall turn over the leaves of our naval
hiftory, thall feel their hearts beat with admiration, as they read
his glortous exploits. May our navy continue to be forever oy-
namented with fuch commanders, aad fuch feamen.  Our {hips
thall then ride fecurciy through the bofom of the occan, and the

remotelt fhores, “hottile to our peace, tremble at the roar of our
Cunnon.

That our othicr commanders have not equally fionalized them-
felves 1s owing to a want of opportunity alone.  The intrepid
Barry is known thronghout Europe and America, as the comman-
der of theAlliance frigate, and the other oflicers are men of deci-
fion, courage, and {kill. |

The dire€tory appcar to have taken the alarm at our fuccefles,
and difplay more pacific difpofitions.  How {incere they may be,
1s not for me to determine.  But with men of fuch notorious, and
unexampled perfidy, every thing is to be fufpedted 5 and the molt
tolemn aliurances unattended with the repeal of every obnoxiou:
decree, and the recall of every piratical privateer, ought only to
trengthen our refiftance.  They have again fufpended, but not
repcaled, the murderous decree, that condemns to the gibbet every
wntortunate Amertcan, who is iouad on board a thip of their enc-
mies.  That condemns him, without a trial, withouteven per-
initng him to fhew in his defence, that force alone compellea

i
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him to enter on boarl. * ¢¢ A decree,” fays the Hon. Mr. Har.
per, ¢ worthy in bloadinefs, and injuitice, of a country whofc
citizens have butchicred two »wmln,d and fifty thoufand women,
carried infants, ftuck on the points of {pears to be drowned, anc
ciiopped off the hands of mothers, ftretched out fer mercy to thei
tender babes.”™

Scveral new decrees have lately been paffed apparently to checl
the depredationsof privateers ; but they want the qualifications o
open fairnefs, {incerity, and honelfty ; and can claim no dt.grcc o
confrdence from our government.

Thus my audience, have I endcavored to give you the leading
teatures ot a confpiracy, which muft {trike with horror every friend
to humanity, and the happinefs of mankind. It feems indeed in-
credible, that human beings could be guilty of crimes {o enormous:
yet wiile we blufh for the difgrace of our {pecies, the evidence i
incontrovertible, and enforces conviction.  Itis an alarming con.
itderation, that this confpiracy exifts {till 1n its full vigor, anc
that its objelts of abolifhing religion, and acquiring an univerf{a
dominion, have never been relinquifhed.  They never will be re.
tinquiihed, while a ray of hope remains of their accomplifhment

While the direCtory of France poflefles the power, and refources,
tcarrying on a war, the world will never be at peace: and untt
he French nation thall totally change its charadter, every country

witl be filled with its emiflaries, fecretly endeavoring to excit:
diviiions, and with their abominable morality, to pollute and de-
itroy.  While thefe are {olemn truths, and while the people o
America are fully in pofleflion of them, C'm therc be a doubt, cai
there be the 1@.1’( hefitation, what line of conduét ought to be pur.
tued? Is there in e‘{lf’cencc, a wreteh, fo bafe, and {o thamelefs
as to open his mouth in detence of Tr-..,nch izéerty,orFrcnch policy
Can there be an individual, who docs not ICJOICC, that cvery bonc
ot aili m(.e, or commerce with that nation 1s diflolved ? s there
oue, who docs not exult in the deteat of their armies and mour:
2t their fuccefs 7 If fuch there be, let them be told that they ar
a aifgrace,not only to thiSC(mntry,but toalt mankind. Even thede.
1 ’(ul mu)bu“ual ta&tion ot France, affords not a charaéter fo vil
anms and depraved.  They have fome 1aterett of their own tr
vicw : but the American Jacobm, fecks not only the deftruction o
all his countrymen, butis willing, to gratity a darling prejudlce
to blaft himfelf, and his Chlldren, 'mcl {ee his country in milery
2l mm,provnded he can have the diabolical confolation, of dytn'

W uh a Frenchman in his arms. I know that there are treen 1n thi
Countr)’

* Difpute with Irance.
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country of thisftamp. I know too that {fume of them mernt our
pity and compaflion,rather than ourindignationand fcorn : men ot
weak minds, who think little, and are contented to become the
dupes and tools, of the wilfully abandoned. I blefs God however
that neither the degraded, nor deluded, dwell among us. 1 rejoice

that in Connecticut, tew fuch decteftable chara&ters are found, to
make our {ouls {ick, at the {ight of {uch deplorable depravity.

To avert the danger which threatens, there 1s but one method,
an aftive, and vigorous rcliltance. We arc not to rely on the
mercy of our enemies, for their lovingkindnefs 1s cruelty, and
death ; neither are we in the day of our danger, to look to foreign
countries for afliftance, and protetion.  When America ceafes to
be able to defend her own honor, and indepeadence, fhe is undone.
Our own exertions, with a firm rcliance upon the Almighty Ru-
ler of nations, muft effe&t our {alvation. We are now in a fitua-

tion to guard againft all the intrigues of our enemies.  Our high-
eft intereft, perhaps our national exiftance, depends on our re-
malning totally unconnected with fo faithlels and perhdious a peo-
ple. Let us have no more alliances, no more treatiesy or it we
muft negociate,let "T'ruxton be the envoy, and let the mouths of hus
cannon proclaim the terms of accommodation.

The independence of the United States was purchafed at too
dear a price, and 1s too immenfely valuable, to be tamely refigned.
.Y ou did not toil through the fagigues and dangers of folonga war ;
your blood was not poured out for the advantage of a I'rench di-
rectory. The cannon werc not heard in thefe ftreets, the lives
of American foldicrs were not here facrificed, that a French re-
public might not in the reward of your labors. Tell me, ye who
witnefled the approach of an enemy to this town, who heard the
thunder of their arms, who {aw your wives and daughters flying,
in all direCtions to avoid the danger, who beheld the blood fiream-
ing down the ftrect, and your friends and brothers gafping on the
ground ; tell me, if ye fuppofed, that the freedom for which ye
tought, was to be wrefted from you by an abandoned French horde.

Such exertions were not too great to obtain our independence,
and 1 truft they never will be thought too great for its preferva-
tion. Let us only be united, be cool, and be firm, and we may
bid defiance to the world in arms. If war muft be our lot, let
us meet 1t with courage, and trufting in God for protcétion, fear
not the event. By fuch a condué we fhall behold the defigns of

~our foes defeated, and the fourth of July, as it comes round in

~cach revolving year, fhall not [erve as a mournful memento of

; bleffings we once enjoyed, and inglorionfly loft, fut find us fiil]

‘ndependent, and free, and warn our hearts with joy, gratitud:,.
and feftivity. | ‘
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