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At a Meeting of Conmelticut State
Society of the CINCINNATI, at

Hartford, the 4th of  Fuly,
A. D. 1792.

OTED, That Maj. SEYMOUR
and Capt. BurL, be a Com-
mittee, to wait on Theodvre Dwight,
Elquire, to return the Thanks of
this Society for his OrATION de-
livered this Day, and to defire a
Copy that it may be printed.

A true ‘Copy,

J. TruMBULL, Sec.




To

JereEMIAH WADSWORTH, Elquire,

PRESIDENT OF THE SocIETY OF THE CINCIN«
NATI, OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT.

S 1R,

A SIMPLE Proof of fincere Efleem and
Gratitude, affords bigher Pleafure to a Mind not
diftinguifbed by Oflentation, ihan can pgffibly be
derived from the moft painful Ljfort at Adulation.
In the Belief of this Remark, ibe foliowing OR A=
T ION, compofed and [poken at your Requefl,
without Profclfions, or Flattery, is dedicaled 1o
you, by the Author.

Hatrorp, July 12, 1792.




T may perhaps be impofliblc on the prefent
A occafion to {uggeft an 1dea, which has not
often been the {fubject of contemplation to eve-
ry member of this Aflembly. But as the im-
preflion of events, even the moft intereft-
ing and important, becomes cafily effaced
from the mind, 1t may not be an unpleafing, or
unprofitable employment, to recur for a few
minutes to -the conifequences of that illuftri-
ous event, which the prefent anniverfary is de-
{icned to perpetuate. Andif this remark is
juit as 1t refpects the audience in general, it ap-
plies with peculiar force to the fociety, at
whofe requeft the {peaker has undertaken the
tafk. As actors, and fharers, in the toils, the
dangers, and thc glory of the late AmericanRe-
volution, the ftated period of recolleétion, muft
be, to them, the ftated period of rational joy.
Under the influence of this truth, he claims the
attention of the Aflembly, and particularly the




6

focicty of Cincinnati, to thofe events, which
have fucceeded as confequences of the Indepen-
dence of the United States. Nor will the view
be conifined to the nation of which we are citi-
zens 3 but will be extended to Europe ; and
perhaps may {tretch into imagination, and pro-
phecy. And fhould the {peaker, in his pro-
grefs, di{cover the extravagance of a zealot, the
only apology he has to offer, 1s a truth which
no American will deny—that the love of free-
dom 1s nearly allied to enthufiafmm—and his
flight, 1t not direted by the tame guidance of
reafon, will be winged with the warmeft aftcc-
ticn for numan happinefs.

Ry

»

Wuzn the citizens of the United States, af-
fembled 1n Congrefs, afhixed their hands and
feals, to the declaration of Independence, the
world beheld with aftonifhment a few infant
Colonies, engaged 1n a caule of infinite difhcul-
ty and hazard, 1n oppofition to the force and
vengeance, of the wealthieft and moft haughty
nation on earth. Accuftomed to habiis of fub-
miffion to {fovereignty, nothing lefs was expect-
ed than abfolute flavery, or total deftruction ;
and every friend to the freedom, and happinefs
of mankind, waited with the higheft {olicitude,
the event of a conteft, on which was {ufpended
the exiftence of Liberty, and the rights of hu-
man nature. T he inhabitants of this country,
inftead of being {pectators, were the actors on
this ftupendous {cene. Alarmed at the voice
of hovering danger, without a moment for re-
fleCtion, or preparation, they were impclled to

union and exertion.  The ftandard of Indepen-
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dence was ereCted, citizens of every delcription
rufhed into the field, the ufeful 1mplements of
agriculture were beaten into wez»ons of war,
and the onfet was diftinguifhed by veteran for-
titude and bravery. The progrefs of freedom
thro’ the war was fometimes wild and 1rregu-
lar ; her facred purity was often ftained with
murder and depredation ; but her {truggles
were crowned with glory and fucceis. ‘The
military, and naval forces of tyranny, retreat-
ted with infamy from the ficld of action ; while
acclamations of thankfgiving, alcended from
the lips of millions, to the Gop of heaven, for
the reftoration of peace, and the eftablithment
of freedom and happinefs.

ANiMaTED by the {ame virtue and patriot-
ifm, which planned, and accomplifhed their
Independence, the citizens of the United States,
in the enjoyment of profound tranquillity, have
framed, adopted, and put into operation, a
{yftem of narional government, which, if pof-
fible, reflects higher honour on their wildom,
union, and love of liberty, than even the events
of the war. Under the influence of this govern-
ment, the nation has atlumed a new, and more
dignified character ; her councils are admired,
her wifdom and firmnels revered. To her,
the nations of the earth look for leflons on ra-
tional happinefs, and her progrefs is traced by
the ‘eye of prophecy, to the {fummit of national
dignity and felicity.

f

- O~ thefe events, every being in the United |
States, and efpecially thofe of my fellow citi-
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zens who fought, fuffered, and bled for theif
accomplifhment, muft reflet with the livelieft
{atisfacton. By the blefling of Jenovan on
their refolute, and generous exertions, this
country has been led to high national dignity
and enjoyment. kvery valuable property was
rifqued ; and inettimable wealth has been
gained. Yourfelves, your children, and your -
friends, are fecured again{t the encroachments
of defpotiim—freedom, independence, and
 happinefs, conftitute the inheritance, which
muit defcend to the laft generation of your poi-
terity, unlefs forfeited by folly, or alicnated by
madnes.

In thisanimating view of the {ubject, et me
remind you of thoic patriot citizens and {ol-
diers, by whole counfels, and exertions, the re-
volution was atchieved. From the Prefident of
the firft Continental Congrefs, and the illuftri-
ous commander in Chiet—the head of the {o-
ciety of Cincinnati—te the loweft active citi-
zen, and {oldier, they are entitled to your af-
fetionate regard. But the public voice has
anticipated me ; their merits have been the ilea-
dy theme of eloquence and poetry ; and a fin-
gle:-charadter among them has exhaufted the
language of praife ; and Admiration remains
filent under the accumulating weight of grati-
- tude and affection. |

But amidft the feftivity of the era we have
met to celebrate, let us not fail to recollect
thofe dignified and 1iluftrious characters, who
loft their lives in the caufe of freedom : of
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thole who have yielded to the arm of death,
{ince the eftablifhment of Independence. kve-
ry blefling we thare, every moment we live,
ought to remind us of their merits ; and on
this day fet us fhed the tear of affectionate la-

mentation for their glorious, but untimely fate.

ANp here with peculiar propriety, my {ub-
ject leads me to addrefs the {ociety of Cincinna-
ti, on the death of a worthy member of their in-
ftitution. The objets of this fociety were
highly endearing, and refpedtable. A train of
{evere, painful and glorious {ervices, had form-
ed a bond of union beitween the officers of the
army, at the {eparation of which the heart re-
cotled. For the purpoles of perpetual friend-
{hip, and extenfive benevolence, your {ociety
was formed, and an annual meeting appointed,
among otherimportantobjelts, topay thetribute
of a tear tothe memory of your decealed friends.
Since the laft meeting of the {ociety, you have
been called. to bemoan the fate of Major Jon-
ATHAN HarT. In your minds, the mention
of his nhame will awaken every tender, and af-
feclionate 1dea. An attachment founded on
the fympathy of generous difpofitions, re-
ceives redoubled {ttength, and ardour, from
the mutual fervices, and fufferings of war.
This brave man was your companion, du-
ring the revolution which gave birth to your
fociety. Perfectly acquainted with his amia-
blenefs, generofity, and heroiim, ‘ no tongue
can teach your {forrows when to flow.” The

terminaton of the war with Great Britain, was
' B
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not the termination of his military life. The
{fervice of his country called him to a dif-
ferent field of action where his career was fin-
ithed with the diftinguifhing characteriftics of
an ofhcer, and a hero.

BuT while the recolleétion of his fate claims
the fincere forrow of his acquaintance; it°
gives me pleafure ro reflect, that his worth lives
in the hearts of his companions, and his coun-
trymen—and that as citen as the anniveriary
of American Independence, fhall colle¢t the
members of this {ociery, the tears of regret and
affection, fhall be fhed ar the remembrance of
their friends who are nomore ; whilce the blefi-
ings of their treafure fhall extend relief to the
widow, and caufe the heart of the orphan ¢ to
fing for joy.” Inthe langunage ot a poet of our
country, who lamented the fate of a ioldier™
and a friend, in a fimilar {icuation, I {hall end
this tribute to the memory of your brother.

¢¢ Lamented Hero ! far from weeping friends,
<« No funeral honours to thy corfe were paid,
«¢ And no memorial o’er thy grave extends,
¢ To mark the lonely {pot where low thou’rt la1d,

¢«¢ Yet what avails to pleafc the {fenfelefs clay,
¢« The trophied tomb, the monumental buft,
s¢ Or reeks the {pirit mid the rcalms of day,
¢¢ "The empty rites attendant on 1ts duit.

¢s A fairer wreath fhall friendfhip’s hand beftow,
¢¢ A fairer tribute fhall thy fhade receive,

¢s Than all the idle pageantry of woe,
¢¢ Than all its pompous monuments can gives

* Major J. P, WyLrvys,
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¢ Long, long, fhall memory’s ardent eye recall

‘““ Thy worth, thy milacr virtues to her view ;
¢ Thy counitry long lainent her hero’s fall,

“« And o’cr thee fame her bright={t laurels firew.

“ O’er the lone fpot, where refts thy meuldering form,
‘¢ Shull openiing {pring her mildeft breczes wave,

¢¢ And Flora’s hand with every fragrant charm,
«« Deck the foft turf that forms thy verdant grave,

¢¢ There the wild rofe in earlieft pride thall bloom,

¢ 'T'here the Magnolias gergeous flowers unfold,
¢ The purple violets thed its {fweet perfume,
“ And beauteous Medea wave her plumes of gold.

““ Reft much lov’d fhade, ‘¢ in fame immortal drefs’d,
““ Amid yon realms ofhght ycn {eats of joy,

“ Where hufh’d 1s {orrow in perpetual reft,
““ And pleafure {fmiles unconfcious of alloy.”

Having traced the courle of freedom over
this country, where the limits of a Continent
were too circumicribed, the mind with pleaf-
ure purfues her progreis over Europe, and the
globe. Having lcarned the invaluable leffon
of liberty 1n the American war, the citizens
of the French nation returned to their country,
intent on glorious practice. ‘There, in co-op-
eration with the patriots of the kmg dom, the
French members of the fociety of Cincinnati,
conceived, and accomplifhed a revolution,
which has renewedly excited the aftonithment,
and the admiration of the univerfe. By the
{till, but perfuafive voice of reafon and hiberty,
with {fcarcely a momentary aid from terror, or
from arms, more than twenty millions of peo-
ple have been refcued from the fufferings, and .
the 1gnominy of {lavery, and elevated to the

dignity and happinels of freedom, and
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Independence. Awed at the approach of the
ftandard of liberty, the Baftile, that right arm
of oppreflion, drew back, and withered. The
votaries of ablolute {way, and the {ubordinate
reprefentatives of defpotic power, fled, and
fought an alylum under the protection of the
neighboring tyrants —while the monarch of a
powerful, and exteniive empire, found himfelf>
ftripped of the diadem and {ceptre, which had
too long been proftituted to the purpofes of ty-
ranny, and obliged to abandon the throne or to
refume 1t to promote the happinels of his
fubjects. Charmed with the conduct of free,
but affectionate citizens, the king of the French
re-afcended his throne. Atthe head of a nation
in the eager purfult of every great, and majef-
tic objed&t, he finds abundant compenfation for
the lofs of ufelefs, and dangerous prerogative,
in the teftimony of the refpectful, and manly at-
tachment of a great, wile, and independent

people.

FirM, and unfhaken, in the mid{t of ama-
zing difficulties and dangers, the citizens of
¥rance have purfued their object with unre-
mitted diligence and fdelity. Their efforts
have been glorioufly fuccefsful ; and the nation
warmed with the love of freedom, 1s rapidly
progrefiing to be the arbiter of Europe. The
other kingdoms muftadopt her plans ot ftrength
" and greatnefs, or they muft {fubmirt to her {way
—for twenry millions of freemen, can give law
to an univerfe of flaves. |

Rousep at the fpreading evil, which threat.
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ened to reach the throne of every tyrant in ku.
rope, the furrounding f{overeligns efpoufed the
caufe of the princes of France, and agreed to
combine their forces, to produce a counter-
revolution 1n favour of defpotiim. This con-
federation, which had united the emperor of
Germany, the king of Sweden, and the emprefs
of Ruflia, wore an alarming afpect. RBut the
nation {fupported by conicious rectitude, and the
{trength of Independence, remained unmoved.
Wifdom, firmnefs, and caution, marked the
meafures of the national council, while the ci-
tiZens prepared for a vigorous, and manly de-
fence of thofe liberties they had {o recently ob-
tained. With the fame alacrity and ardour,
which diftinguifhed the inhabitants of this
country—their predeceffors in danger, and in
glory—they trained for the field by a fteady
attention to military difcipline ; and a few
months exhibited an army of freemen, f{uffi-
cient, in the caule of liberty, to have checked
the progrefs of united Europe. But the eye of
Jehovah watched the progrefs of this iniquit-
ous combination. At the moment, when the
imperial Leopold was to have made a fpirited
effort for declining tyranny, a fatal diftemiper
deprived him of exiftence. This important
event, was {ucceeded by another, not lets im-
portant. Guftavus the third, king of Sweden,
the intended commander of this powerful, con-
federated army, was affaflinated in the face of
the nation, by one of his fubjec¢ts, Benevo-
lence will figh at the recollection of human de- .
pravity, when told of {uch fatal eftedts ot it ;
while the fuperintendence of Providence, fhincs
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with all the effulgence of the Godhead, in this
divineinterpclition for the falvation of freedom.

Tue long reign of the Emprefs of Ruffia,
bears cvidence of fuperior talenis for govern-
ment, in the {overeign. But abfolute domin-
ion 1s her object, 1nftead of ““ that righteou(nelfs
which exalieth a nation.”” Every friend to the
rights of man, will therefore liften with fatis-
faction to the probability, that her own enflav-
ed, and hardy vallals, are beginning to feel their
frozenboloms meltwith thefireoiliberty. Maya
whirlwind of be Lovd go forth in fury among 1hem,
eveEn a grievous whiriwind——and may 1t fail griev-
orfly upon the bead of the wicked—ithal the anger
of ibe Lord may not velurin unitl be bato cxecuied,
and until be bath performed 1he thoughts of bis
beari—ihat 12 1he laiter days they may confider it

Pt’*” Tﬁ(f? {)* >?

WitH exquifite pleafurc we view the female
character, in a land of equal liberty and happi-
nefs. With minds enlarged by {cience, and
ornamented with every refined, dignified, and
delicate fenument, the wemen of America
eftablifh their fovercignty, by the united influ-
ence of beauty, modefty, and virtue.  Removed
from the {plendour, and vices of courts, their
heartscultivate theaccomplifhments of peaceful,
clegant, and domeftic life.  ‘The names of wife,
parent, and friend, are infinitely more captiva-
ting to them, than ali the titles of royalty ;
while benevolence, and religion, defignatethem
as the objects of the peculiar regard of ' ven.

Jere. xxin 1g—ce,
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IFrom this view of the ftate of liberty in
France, the mind will neceffarily extend to the
reft of urope. Scarcely a nation in that quar-
ter of the globe, but has been zalarmed at the
approaches, or at the commencement of a re-
volution. 'The {ubject engrofics univerfal at-
tention, and {uperfedes every otherobjelt of re-
gard. Thedignity of human nature bas awak-
ed from a long night of {tupid fubmiflion to in-
jury, and 1s calling loudly at the doors of ty-
rants for relief, and for compenfation. The
fceptre of domination tiembles 1n the hands
of every monarch in Europe. The glory, and
the pomp of royalty, * like the morning cloud,
and the early dew, 1s pafling away.” Every
idea which {ugerftition, or flavifhnef{s had fram-
ed, refpecting fovereigns, has vanifhed ; and
kmgs are vicwed by reafon and common fenie
as tyrants, “ or as minifters of Gobp, for good.“
Even the nnperial pontiff of Rome, inftead of
holding the keys of death, and of hell, fincs
himf{elf reduced to the moruf)mg mﬁgmﬁ-
cance of being {lighted -and defpifed, by thofe,
who have herctofore been blind devotees to his
arrogance, and his blafphemies. The anima-
ted apoftrophe of the prophet, defcribes his fit-
uation with all the clearnefs and certainty of
divine predi¢tion.

«“ Herr from beneath 1s moved for thee, to
“ meet thee at thy coming: it ftireth up the
“ dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the
“ earth ; 1t hath raifed up from their thrones
“ all the kings of the nations. All they fhall
““ {pcak, and lay unto thee——art thou alfo be-
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“ come weak as we? art thou become like iin-:
“tous?! Thy pomp 1s brought down tothe
“ grave, and the notfe of thy viols; the worm
““15 {pread under thee, and the worms cover
““ thee. How art thou fallen from Hcaven, O
““ Lucifer; {on of the morning ! How art thou
““cut down, who did’{t weaken the nations !
“ For thou haft {aid in thine heart, I will afcend
“1nto heaven : 1 will exalt myfelf above the
“ ftars of Gobp : 1 willafcend above the heights
‘““ of the clouds : 1 will be like the Moft High.

““ Yet thou fhall be brought down to hell, to
‘“ the fides of the pit. They that{ee thee (hail
“ narrowly look upon thee, and confider thee,
“{aying, lIs this the man that made the earth
“ to tremble, that did fhake kingdoms 2>’ *

Nor 1s freedom deemed the exclufive birth-
right of civilized nations.  The negroes of
Atrica, whole 1njuries exceed computation,
conception, or credulity, behold the day-ftar of
liberty, rifing on the gloomy, and defperate re-
gion of {laverv. The{oundofIndependence,firft
ratfed 1n the United States; * has gone out, and
filled the earth.” Forced into a conviction of
the imquity of tyranny, by the fuccefsful ftrug-
gles of America againft oppreffion, the friends
of man through cut the globe, are promoting
the caufe of eqqal liberty and happinefs. So-
cietics, allociations, and plans, are forming for
the purpofe of deﬁroymg this {cion of infernal
policy. LEven the miferable victims of {lave-
ry have themfelves aroufed from the abyfs of

* Ifaiah xiv. 9, &¢.
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injury, and in fome parts of the world made a
noble, vigorous; and manly attack on their op-
preflors.  Humanity will lament the indif«
criminate {ulferings of the innocent, and guilty
inhabitants of the revolted countries; while
juftice muft behold with a fmile of approba-
tion, the rapid progrefs of the {laves to triumph,
and independence.

T'o the citizens of the United States; and ef-
pecially to - the acters 1n the American revolu-
tion, thele events muft be the fubject of the
moft animating rcflcétion.  ‘L'o your exertions
1s owing the meafure of liberty now enjoyed in
the world ; and the glorious proipect of its
{preading over the habitable globe. The fire
of frecdom caught from this continent, flames
with godlike ardour in the other parts of the
carth. The forces of tyranny are confumed by
its power, and the finews of defpotiim fhrink
from beforc 1t. The fecbleft hands, and the
paleft faces in Kurope, are found upon thrones.
Equal, and univerfal juftice has burft the chaing
of confinement ; and the genius of liberty has
“ rifen, and fhook his fpear,”” Europe is on
the eve of a general convuliion. The love of
freedom 1s implanted in the {foul of man, by
the Gop of nature ; and the {pirit it infpires is
irrefiftible.  “ The Lord fhall caufe his glori-
“ ous voice to be heard, and fhall fhew thelight-
““ ening down of his arm, with the indignation
“ of his anger, and with the lame ¢fa devour-
“ing fire, with {cattering, and tempeft and
““ hail-ftones. For through the voice of the

C
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“ Lord, fhall the A/fyrian be beaten down, who
“ {mote with a rod.”* The prediltion in
fcripture of a feafon of univerfal freedom, and
tranquillity, 1s rapidly fulfilling ; « [ arit of tol -
eration pervades all nations; and the religion
of EMaNuaL 1s extending its influcnce over
the regions of bigotry, perfecution, and idola-
try. *

LET us then, in the mid{t of the joy and fef-
tivity of th:s illuftrious day, adore that God,
who raifed us to the enjoyment of peace, hap-
pineis and liberty.

‘¢ Ch liberty, Heaven’s choice prerogative !

‘¢ 'True bond of law, thou focial {foul of property !

¢ 'Thou breath of reafon, life of life itfelf,

¢ IFor thee the valiant bleed. O facred liberty !

“ Wing’d from the fummers fnare, from flattering ruin,
¢¢ Like the bold ftork you {feek the wintry fhore,

¢ Leave courts, and pomps, and palaces to {laves,

‘¢ Cleave to the cold, and reft upon the ftorm.

¢« Upborne by thee, our fouls difdain’d the terms

‘¢« Uf empire—offer’d at the hands of tyrants.

¢« With thee we fought this fav’rite foil, with thee

¢ T hefe fav’rite fons we fought ; thy fons, O liberty
‘¢« For even amid the wilds of life you lead them,

‘¢ Lift their low rafted cottage to the clouds,

¢ Smile o’cr their heaths, and from their mountain tops
*¢ Beam glory to the nations.”

# Ifaiah xxx. g30—31,
t Brooke.
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