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| | Sacen, July 6, 1812
. 3A'DREW DRUNLAP, ESQ.

SIR—~The Committee of Arrangements in behalf of the Assoe
ciation of the Essex Readmg Room, return you thanks for your ex-

cellent and appropriate QRATION, delivered {n commemoration of
Awerican Independence, and respectfully request 8 copy of the same
for ths press,

Wa rewuain, Sir, yours, &e.

JOHN 1V, 0SGOOD,
HENRY PRINCE, jr.
JOHN \WINN, jr.
. W, NEALL, Commiiter:
OMAS OPER ’
CHARLES TREA DWELL
M. J. L. BESSELL,

SaLrw, July 6, 1818,
GENTLEMEN,

In agquisscencs with your polita roquest, and in compliance
with custom, I submit to your Qisposs] the Oration, whick I hed the
Fonour to deliver, with the single remark, that a hasty performance,
prepared at a sbort notice, and under the influence of other engage-
roents, has some claim upon public candour.

With sentiments of fricndahip {or yourselves, avd the Association
you rcpresent,  Lam, very respactfully,
Your bumble servant,

A IDREW DUNLAPR,

JOHN W, 0SG0OOD,

HENRY PRINCE, jr.

JOHN WINN, jr.

N. W. NEALL, Commiillee,
THO\IAS COOPER,

CHARLES 'I‘READWELL

M. 4. L. BESSELL,



LRALTION.

WHERE are the glories of the ancient Republies? They
cxist bat in the recollections of the lovers of {reedom. They are to
be found only ia the records of genius and virtue. The land, once
the birili-place of liberiy, heroism. philosophy, poetry and eloquence,
is vow pressed by the feot-step ofl the slave or thetyraot.  Ignorance
has erected her altar on the spot, where genius 20d learning ovce
hsd (heir seats, and the city, that gave laws to the world, has been
the prey of savage conquests, aud at leugth the fountaiu of the most
degradiog superstitions,

Is then liberty, so,dear (o the heart of man; aseotiment to be cher-
fshed ooly in the breast of the sage, avnd to form the basis of Utopian
systems of governmeant, suited solely to beiugs of purer elements and
nobler mould ? Is the felicity past, as the glory of former times, nev-
er to returs 3 or is it, like the hope of human prrfection, always in
prospect, but never to be realized ?  If we look (0 the modern Re-
publics of Italy, the seats of iutrigue ; to the mountains of Helvetia,
once happy and free ; to I'oland, where the brave Kosciusko bled iu
defence of expiring (reedom ;3 ta the cumbrous Confederacy of Gor-
many ; to Helland, rvined by its avarice, and jealousy of the great
mep, who would have wielded its destinies, aud elevated its charac-
ter; to France, where taste, science and chivalry were drowned
ia the blood of patrioia; we are compelled to believe, that Liberty
has quitted her ancieut dominions, and sought, in this new woild, =
retreat from the po’itical vices and persecutions of the old. Here
are her only temples, and here her wershippers. Her last habite.
tions, her chosen abode, her new regions, are more fertile and nxtens
sive than her formar possessiops, and while they reach from the St.
Lawreuce to the Gulf of Mexico, from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
and embrace every variety of soll and ¢iimate, they are holden by a
bold, intelligent and free people, who possess the same character, in-
teresis and feeliogs, and on (his glorious dav. in everv vart of the
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greatl American Republic, unite their hearts ia the same joy sud ex«
nltation,

America, now in the innocence of her youth, and disengaged from
the pollution of European connexions, is the pride and the promitc
of the world. The cyes of all, attached to the cause of {reedom, are
turocd upon this infaut people, and anaiously await the success of
this last experiment, to learn whether man can be virluous and hap-
py. while he is free. Nearly hall a century has clapsed sioce we
became a pation, aud for the succiss of the experiment, we may cite
as proofs, the prosperity which has attended oue commerce, the (Jou.
vishing state of the arts, the astonishing progress of our settlemetits,
the unexampled iucreasc of our papulation, the harmony of public
scetiment, snd the unbounded confilence of the people in the wis
dom atid slability of our political iustitutions.

v all ages, the attention of men has been deeply interested in the
political history, character, aod establishmente of their country. The
mind of the bistoriap, and the fancy of 1he poct, has been alike em-
pley ed ou this subject.  The song of the shepherd has told of the
simplicity and innocenee of the Patriarchal institutions, where age,
experience ard wisdom, aloue gave pre-eminence ; and when, in the
natural progecss of evens, the tucreasing wants, intercourse and sum.
Lers of sucicty, dissolved the league of kindred, sud formed assacia-
tions of dissimilar views and interests, the lyre of the Poct has re-
sounded the triumphs of conquest, or the sorrows of defeat. The
Bard ol Greece has perpets:ated in immortal song. the zlories of the
Grecian name, and the destruction of the splendid Capital of Asia.
And the genius of the Poet of the Latins bas raised fiom its ushes
the 1 heenix of the Western world, Even inthe days of “modetn de-
gceneracy,”? when the light of fiterature was almost extinguished, the
aits (orgotten amidst the occupations of war, aud poctry and cloquence,
chilled inthe danip of the cloister, or silenced in the tumult of {eudal
hostilities, the harp of the minstrel has immortalized the valour of
the chicftain, and the fidelity of his clan, ‘Fhe great Republics of
autiquity resorled to the superstitions of the times, to matk their iv.
favey with incidents of admiration.  In Athens, we find the AXigis of

Y isdom guarding the hopes of scicnce, and in Rome, the Chariot of
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war leading their legions 1o victory, And to this day, every oation
ta Euarope has its tutelar Saist (0 watch over its prosperity.

But we build not our hopes on idle superstition.  Upon the rock
of reason we have founded our government, and the basis of our ex-
pectations of future greatness, is the strength of the character of our
countrymen,

The origin of our nation was a sew erain the history of man.
e then, for the first time since the days of ancieut virtue and liber-
ty, koew liis vights, and dctermined 10 assert them.  Aund their de-
fence hastened a crisis, which arrested the at'enticn of the world,
gave a new tone 10 public sentiment, and finally reared e mighty
Republic of the West, This is the great eveut. which every ¢itizen
- xejoices to celebrate.  \We are preud of our independence, the pre-
cious gift of vur fathers, and the best inheritavce for posterity. Nor
was it the operation of 2 few ciuses, which produced an effect so as
tonishing; so cheering in the anuals of liberty. The stamp act,
though fouaded upon the edious principle of taxaiion without repre-
gchitation, coula not have kiudled the lame, which emblazoted the
Atlautic, had there 2ot eaisted in the breasts of onr fathers the spark
of frcedom. This hzd for generations created opposition to the inroads
of oppressioz, and whea opprestion became systematic and universal,
wspired the design of independence; for the Pilgrims brought
with them to the ark of their refuge, the best principles of liberty in.
herent in the English Constitittion, and left bekind them the tyranny,
which the ¢ivil dissentions, the pride. and the vices of men, had cn-
grafted on the pative stock of British liberty, The severance of a
mighty Lmpire, an event grand io its character zod consequences,
could not liave occasioned a gencral sorsow 3 for onr ancestors con-
sidered themselves as exiles from their country, and martyrs to their
devotion to civil and 1eligious iiberty ; in infancy, the objects of cou-
tempt § iv youth, of opnression.  Aversion thercfore, on oue side, and
a «determined spirit of resivtance, on the other, long sccretly operas
ting, at length burst forth into « war, and, on the great day, we com.
memorate, lost Lo Britain Lier colo.tes, and made those colonies free,
soveieign, and independent Statcs.

Boldoess and perseverauce marked the character of the colonists.
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and thess qualities must convince us, thal, even in the days of depep-
dence, the power of 2 master would be ackuowledzed with reluc-
~ tance, and resolutions would 300n be formed, that 1he chatfer of theix
civil and reliplons liberties, shoald be founded, rot on the litense of
Eiogs, but the richts of man ; for Americs, with ber inereasiog resour
ces and population, her thousand mighty rivers, 2ad her vast extent
of fextile territory, could not long have submitted to'the dominion of a
mére speck on the ocean. Happily for the canse of freedom, happi.
Iy for the prosperity of the people, the folly of the British Kiag, and
the imprudence of his counsellors, divrcgarding the warniug volce ol
the patriotic statesmen of the mother country, who knew thesfrength
of the colonial character, and the value of their resources, and saw,
that with America, “Euoglacd was a match for the world** aceelera.
ted an event, which the operation of natural, moral and political
canses, niast ja tinve have accomplished.  And, vwhite Providence, ig
whose hiauds the rash conosels of sovereigus are the meaos of bestow.
jog happiness on mao, filied the licart ol the monsrch and s minke-
ters with false expectstions, it favoured the rvesistance of a virtuous
people to acts of tyranoy, asd smiied ou thelr efforts to become free,
‘To recount the deeds of bravery, which distingulshed the cortest,
from its beroic onsct at Lexingten and Bunker's ill, ehere Ameri«
¢ens, without allies or a system, led by their gallant Prescorr, ex-
hibited thelr native valour, to its close in the Cﬁésapeake. where the.
test blood of the Country, acd of a powerful sily, “flowed together in
(he sante cauee,” {s he duty of the historian ; and to give life ta.
xcénes of past glory, is tbe peocil's task. But, lo New England, the
tribute of recollection 1s due to the memory of our Warnnx, whose
courage and virtues found o early grave, but whose memory will
live foreéver in the hearls of his covctrymen. The laurel, which
spsung up at the towb of our Pornan, hias pof yet withered. Om
Syawk (60, faet refrcating from life, deserves remembrince; while
his1dst proud look is cast upon his countyy, let every eye, beamiug
with pratitude, veturn thie salutation, assure him chat hisservices are
nol fmgotten, and chicer the veteran oo his march to thie soldicr's howe.
The war of the Revolution clicited the Grut talents of the eountry,
13d-{he public confidencs has ever faflowed the distineulshed meg of
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that period. Many have descended to the tomb, Others survice,
aod, like the apcient Pairiots, retire from the heuors and the bustle

of life, to the most aoble occupsation of the private citizen, and their
last labours ave in the service of their conotrymen. They are happy
in the consciousness, that posterity will do Jusuce to their characters,
snd, that the best cxposition of their motives, will be found ia the his-
tory of their lives. Some yet remain in the full enjoyment of the
sratitude of their counirymen, and their suo sets in a blaze of
piory. Tbe preseat illustrious Chiefl Magistrate of the Nation pro-
hably owes hisclevation, to the devotion of his youth to the noble
cause of liberty. And the honours, which have descrvediy gathered
around the head of the Patriot, who presides over the interests of our
Commonwealith, and, vith a Roman magnanimity, has coosccrated
Lis own life, aud that of his sons, to the sacred cause of his couotry,
have been the reward of his eminent Revolutionary services.

Of all the Statesmen, who, in the dark hour of the tempest, were
found at the belm, and, of all the Heroes, \thp 2ffected her indepen-
dence, America cwes most (0 her Fraxxzix and her Wasuincron.
The kistory of Franklia is the history of the impravements. aod knoy-
ledge of the age.  Self-taunglt, impelled by the heavenly tospiration
af genius, Earth could not bound his discoverics, and the world js
the measure of his fame. The native powers of his mind, enabled
hm to maintain the diguity of his charazter and cause, zgainst the
influence and taleots, of the British Cabinet and Parliameot uaited ;
and the interesting spectacle was preseated to the world, of a whole
gation unsuccemfully arrayed agaiust a single individual, o the
diplomatic character of the representative of his pation, to the most
august Court of Europe, his reputation obtaiged for his cause t(he
most sigual advantages, raised it to the highest point of greatness, and
taught the Pliilosophers of Eurvpe, that man had not degenerated the
other side of the water.

The fame of the American Sage, ¢an be surpassed only by the gloe
2y of the Amcrican Hero—Jor the eplendour of military exploits, al
ways excels io the estimation of mankiad, the reputation of the Phi-
lusopher and the Statesman.  The renown even of conquerars, who
have coslaved thelr native land, aod deluged the world ia bloed,
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%ill bie imperishable, wkile an admiration of briiliant actions exists i
the human breast ; but the character of sur Washington rests, out
only upon his military exploits, but his private virtues, Though he
rose to the i':'mhm commands, his ambition was, not to rule, but to
scrve liis conntryy.  Alexander conquered, baut to gaia glory for him-
self, Caxsar added lustre to the Roman name ; but his greatest victo-
ry was over Roman liberty. Aud Napoleon has been at once ths
pride and the scouxge of his patton.  But the sword of \Washington
was sever unsheathed, but in defepce of the freedom of his country ;
and the constant, ‘the Isst wish of his l{carl, was for its happiness.
What more interesting view can exist, than a ¢itizen, conducting his
nation through the storms of a revolution, gatwing a rank with Ale
greatest heroes, sccuring peace and tndependcace to his fellow-citi-
zeus, presiding over tiie formation of a free government, rising by
the usanimous wish to the contronl of the public concerns, directing
them, in the most difficult and delicate periods of our political history,
with the greatest prudence and wisdom, aud, when “his course” of
public services “was run,” retiring (o the condition whence he ema-
‘pated, aud dying “in prace,” amidst the blessiugs of his countrymen.
A nation’s tears have lamented Lis fate; a nation's gratitede will em.
balm his memory. Our land Is the resting place of his bones; but
while his fame is the honor, his exanple is the property of mankiud ;
and, to the latest generations, Lie will be cstecemed by Americans as
the Father of his country, and, by the world, as the brightest model
of human perfection.

Revolutionary story has been the theme of the fireside tale, hes
avimated the sinkiog spirit of age, und Kivdled, fv the youihful mind,
a love of country and =z love of honour; but, more reccol cvente
have engaged atiention, and a fear has beew indulged, lest the mem.
ory of former days ghould fade from familiar koowledge. Such ap-
prehensions are visionary ; for it is our pride, to duell on the virtues
‘and plories of our ancestors, to emulate them in eur actions, and to
trausmit to posterity the accumulated and incorruptible inheritance
of frecedom.  Ar, in the Republic of Sparta, the old men tell of the
deeds of their day, the pride of manhood indulses he generous
comparison of the past and the preseat age, and the hearis of the
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woubg, beat with the noble hope of excelling the greatness of all foz-
[mer times.

To reader the full tribute of praise to the evests, the Patriots, aué
the characics of the Revolation, is not within the limits of our plag
or powere. Atheas appoiuted her Pericles to pronounce tiic ora-
tien on the character of hier. wars, aud the glories of hier heroes ; aud
when, st some future period, a Pericles shall arise in our land, thes,
sod not till thep, will ample justice be doue to the worthies who de-
clared, and achieved, American Iudepeadence. |

Our civil history ia no less hogourzbie to our wisdom, thao our
military, io our valour. Whea the States of Nosth America formed
the present constitution, they created, what the werld neser before
sav, the social compact. What lor ages had engaged the contem-
piation and wishes of the sages of the aocient world, from the days
of Plato, to those of Harrisgtoo and Sidoey, was attaiued without a
strugzle, by this iufsot people in this uewly discovered portion of the
universe, a gevernment founded oo the people’s will, aud formed to
sccure their rights, aod promote their happivess. On (be basis of
ratioual liberty, has been reared a structure, which surpasses by its
strength aud solidity, the bozasted wisdom of Grecce, and by its res-
crvatious of power in the people, forbids that boundless ambitioa,
whicls proved the downfall of the Roman greatacss, A system, cal-
culated to cherish every spark of genius, by renderivg the aveuues
to the highest offices, opea t0o men of every coudition ; and te secure
the etrict and faithful discharge of the public trust, by makiog all who
powsess authority, accountable to the people for its abuse. The streagth
of the whole may be employed in the advancement of the national pros-
perity, and the talents of each individual, engaged in situativos moest
favourable to their display ; for here the race of houur is open, and
all, who choose it, enter. The supposed perfection of governmeat, the
loug souglit for union of the energy of wouarchical, the deliberative
wisdowm of aristocratic, aud the patriotic virtue of Republican usti-
tutious, is happlly atiained in our political constitution; aud, while in
the enjoyment of the blessiags it securcs, let us vever cease 40 recol-
dcct with gratitude, the fabors of the long list of Patriots, who securcd

B
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ils adaption. Thei: names will be immortalized in the civil histery
of their country, and ages yet to come, will reap the fruits of thedr

wisdom.

The efficiency of a Republican Goveroment i6 maintatn its digaily
ammong foreign natiops, the glorious events of the Iate war sufficient.
Iy determine. Our Eagle soon took his flight on the ocgan, avd soo
he returned with the laurel in bis moath ; nid 2 new power arose to
the view of maukind, not to give, but te maintain the ocean’s Yaws.
Though the iufancy of our country, 4nd its limlted resources, have
not yet furnished opportunities for the display of our paval talents,
on the same grand scale, upon which the operations of Europe bavc
been conducted 5 though we hiave not the fleets of Holland, France
or Englaud, and cannot yet boast our Van Tromp, De Rugter,
Blake, Roduey, and Nelson § yet,when the day shall arrive, when
the resources of America shall be expaunded, abd great occesions oc-
our, the same holdness, enterprise and ekill, which cur brave seamea
and their gallant commanders, from our Huce, to our Perry and
Macponovch, have displayed. & which have made thiz Lakes, the At- |
lantic, the Pacific, and the Indian oceaus, the scenes i our glory,
will eosure to us victosies, as brilliant as thoze of tlie greatest naval
powers in the world, Tle early operations in the Mediterrancan,
under the auceplces of the accomplished Preave, bad iormed for
vs a character for gallantry ; and a jealousy of our rising fm-
portauce had been felt, alihough oot acknowledged, by the natiow,
which assumed the reas as her dominton, 2o claimed to be ilie mise
iress of the Ocean; but. the astonishing success of our little navy,
from the first battle of the Constitutiee, to the splendid engagements
on the Lakes, while it humbled the pride of an enemy heretofore
invincible, ralsed in the estimation of other nations the Amerie
cau naval character, and infused into the people a darling attachmeat
to the value of that character. If we are te bava o commerce, the
epring of aational wealth ; we must bave a Navy te protecs §t: if
we are to have a natlonal character; wo must have a galiant navy o

‘apport .



¥

On the land, victory at length crowoed cur efforts, and, though de-
[eat, at the commencement of the contest, seemed to be our fate ; yet
feom the expericuce of defects, the lesrons of wisdom were drawa.
Gur srrangements were perfected, and our illustrious military char-
acter was finally oltained. The engagements of Chippewa, Bridge-
water #od Erie, while they shed lustre upon our MivLLer, Scorr,
BirLey, and Baown, taught our enemies, that the “spirit of the
fathers hisd descended upon the sous,”’ and that American courage had
pot sunk to the tombs of the beroes of thie revolution.  But it was for
the battle of INew Qileans to complete the circle of the glories of A-
merica, and to (il thz world with the splenderz of her fame. CGa that
field we fiud on one side, not regular tropps inured to war; but vol
upteers of the first respectability, led by the Hanoibal of our age, on
au expedition, almost equal (o the famed voyage of the ancient con-
quevor down the Indus, and evgagivng iu the defence of a city, which
will be rich as Alexandiia, and of a territory, as fertile as Egypt. On
the othict side, are arrayed, the flower of the British armies, the vet-
eraps, who had been taught ig the school of Welliogton; who
triumphed in Spaie, uud came to gather laurels ou the banks of the
Misetesippi. DBut there they found their grave; aed the eypress
now waves over the ruins of one of the hiavest and best appointed ar-
mies of Europe, which, in a single night, sunk before the valour of
Amernican militia.  This victory, the niost remarkable which history
can recerd, and which gave a glorious and lasiing seal to the peace,
which had been concluded, let it ever be 1emembered, was obtain-
ed by the courage and patriotism of the Yeomanry of our couatry.

From the late war, the truth of the maxim of Washington, contain-

ing a scntiment of the greatest political wisdam, has beea felt, that in
peace we should prepare for war; for, il we value our independence,
we should never neglect the mesus of its defence,  Let us, then, che-
rish our martia} spirit and character ; it will not corrupt our virtue,
voy ingpire unjust desigos of fotvigu conquest,  Qur territory will,
for ages, be suflicient for our wishes s fur, on the Noith and the South,
we own kil that we desire to possess, and on the East and the Wes,
the occan is our only boundary.

By our local situation, we arc able to aveid the tulriguce. denlen.
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stes and embarrasements incident (o European policy, the trial hag
bect: made, and the vesult has been successful.  Since the formation
of our Conslilurion, zrcater cisil commotions have taken place in the
socient governments of Europe, than have ever before been present-
ed, in the bistory of man. 1o England, their poiitical establishments
have been shaken from their fouudations, by the force of popular
seitiment. Ip France, where loyalty was a virtue and pride, the
whiitl=ind of revolution has raged, till every thing worthy of admi.
ration, science, humanity and Literty, bas been prostrated by its fu-
ry. An adveoturer, whose fortune has been tha most wonderful ;
and whose course, while i1 has been as brilliant, hae heen 25 rapid as
that of a comet, seizes upon the throse of the ancient Kiuge of France,
and by a career of sucecsses acquires the admiration of the people,
and npens to their view scenesol the greatestglory. Victory feads his
armics, and conquest waits on his steps.  Kingdums alone are the ob-
jects of his labours and ambition,  Princes are his captives. The
movarch of Spain is his prisoner, and obeys kis will.  The heir of
the house of Braranza is compelled to fire lis ancicet domiaions,
and seek a retreat, in his possessions in the new world,  Swedes s
a military trophy to his General.  Italy iz his nuptial gifti.  The
House of Aus'ria is forced te teceive him as aeon, and he becomes

allied to the family of the Ning of the Romans.  The capital of
Russia surtenders to hits arms, and the great banier (o the domina-

tion of ¥ranee, seons aboag to be overleaped,  But the measure of
success is fully the tide of prosperity ebbs; and the men, wha me-
naced the Nibeitics of the world, becomes a fugitive, by the Yight of
the fircs of Maccow, from the couatry, he thought he bad subducd,
ard his prond avmics ave lelt to perish in the desants of Rustia, New
¢fluris are Giade, amd o new aray risee, like the Phornly, more beauti-
ful, from tre roivs of the sucient legions.  'They are destined to car-

1y desolation into other conntiics; but find thrmselves unable to de
tend thelr ewn conface, or (o preserve the power of thelr leo-'er,

whin tesigns the miendest human hopes, and exiles himeelf to a hum-

hie tetients Again the wotwe of France is restored, sud the Lour-

tens aic cvatcid o the throne of their ancestore,  But another chnyce

everes,  Napaloon bz, like Sasipson, from the withes that beerq
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him, iovokesthe aid of hiscomparions 1n-arme, sed,ic the elisr
space of twenty days, the power of the Iinurbens is annihilated, and
the united wizdom of all Earape, defeated, by thie averwiiniming ge-
nite of a single individaal,  Shorlis iz pew cavecr; his vapid and
mighty preparations {us -Le support of bis power, are desiroyed on

the field of Waterloo. The prounss of the conbined armies is sucs

cessflul, and Wellingtoa becomes the congrreror of tite conqueror of

the world.t The Cossacks are in Patis; he ©'reuch Gevevals are in
exile ; and their leader s, like an Foglr—chnived to a 102k,

These are the great changes, which have contiised Eorape dae
ring the short period of the existerce of the Amenican government,
which, amulst them all, har escaned their influence, and preserved
its indcpendence.  Other governmeuts hiave fahien, but our'e has
siood firm, for it was founded on the rock of tibenriye  Without an
ally, we declared war ; and, though our enems had overthrown the
proudest monument of human strength, and engaged all tie powers
af the continent in her views, we fought Lier undiuuayed, and haldiy
persevered 10 an honorable fssue to the contest s wihiga, winle it Jelt
ue free from all degrading, and nerplexing connechians, and eemented,
by the strongest tics, the fricodly relations heuerferth ty exier hee

tween England and the United States, founded o0 om stor ke

sis, the reputation of cur nation for wisdom and galine.vr.
Ofour Literary character, it may be said. thoagh ve csupot, Tika

',

Gemiany, display our thouzands of learned men ; thoisi: vwe cannnt,
like Encland and Fiance, eshibit a regular order of taen. drvoted (a
the service of letters ; yet, the literary hopes of oar conntry are che.
rished with eathusiasm, by our citizens ; and it will becomir 2 roling
principle of action, with all honourable and independent men, to
50 power to ne man, who is jealous of the influence and interes's ¢f
litcrature.  In Scicnee, we have, within our view, our great mep,
whose works the Thilosophets of Europe have honoured with theic
applause, aud whose association they are proud to court; and in
the several Professions, the prozress of knowledge has hren astoaishe
ing.  The fame of our Physicians hias e vtended across the Atfantic.
it the veicnee of jurisprudeuce, we fear no comparisou ; the lcaming

{“Lo vainqueur ¢ua vainqueur de la terre.”
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whish adoras ¢ir Benches of Judges, and the eloquencs of our Bay,
bas vever been surpassed in the Courts of Westminster.  QOar learo-
ed Divioea clatming no dominiop from secular estzblishments, but
deriving all the povwer they wish, from the love and confidence
of the prople, are excelled i the purity of their lives, only by their
ardeut zeal to push the freedom of enquiry to the utmost limits of
human kaowledge. They reap the fruits of tieir labour, ip that
tiberty of couscience, which is permitted on no other spot ¢p the
globe, and can exist only under the auspices of a free constitutien. The,
arts we have most successfully cultivated.  Qur Painters are the
admiration of other countries. Qur Meochapics rise every day o
excellence, and are constantly rendering us rich and iodependent in
the resources of cur native genlus and industry. These thiogs prove,
that moral energy is not wapting in our character, and thatitlie seeds
of greatness are sown io our tand ; and they justify the belief, that, as
America has rivalicd the political and military glory of the ancient

Republics, she may ope dey excel them, in the splendour of her lit-
erary characier,

We have yet cac more cause for exultation, \We can look with,
pride upoa our rulem, ang jusily challenge the norid to produce &
paraliel to the five Americao Presidcuts ; all great men, and each
possessing more knowledge and taleats, thao all the preseot crowped
heads of Europe, united ; and one of whom, while he walts for the
ohariot of heaven, to convey him to the reglons where patriots are
blessed, may tndulge the proud reflection, that Lis mantle will des.

cend upon a son, who emulates his father’s virtues, and will deserve,
his father's bopours.

Americans have this day the zreatest cause to ubnite their heards
in the sentiment of Patriotism. Their fathers have left them the
richest inheritaoce, the best country, and the best governmcot, ou
earth. May they leave to their aspiring sons, these blessings un-
impaired, aod to their fair daughters, the pride and the joy of our
land, that proudest cmpire, an empire over the hicarts of freemen,

YWe have causc {o rejoice, Welive in the beet days of Amcrican
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bistery. We have overcome the difficulties of the ascent to the -

Tewmple of Fame 3 and, from the lofty eminence we possess, we be-
hold the Sun ef our Glory risiog without 4 cloud—

« That Sun, we pray may ncoér st

y_EllFRATUM.—On 8th page, 17th line from bottom, for ¢fale,? scad
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